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GEORGE     THE     THIRD, 

KING  OF  GREAT-BRITAIN,   tfc. 

THESE  VOLUMES. 

THE  WORKS  OF  AN  AUTHOR 

WHOM  HIS  MAJESTY'S  BOUNTY  RAISED 

FROM  A  STATE  OF  INDIGENCE 

TO  THE  ENJOYMENT  OF  LEARNED  LEISURE, 

4^Xa>  AN  EXEMPTION  FROM  WORLDLY  SOLICITUDE, 

ARE, 

ynrn  the  most  profound  veneration, 

INSCRIBED, 

BY 
WIS  MAJESTY'S  DUTIFUL  SUBJECT 

AND  MOST  DEVOTED  SERVANT, 

THE  EDITOR. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


^T'HE  Author  of  the  feveral  pieces  contained  in 
the  enfuing  Volumes^  bad  meditated  a  com^ 
flete  edition  of  bis  Works ^  but  bad  made  fmall 
progrefs  in  bis  dejign  even  a  few  montbs  before 
bis  deceafe^  wben  bis  infirmities  obliged  bim  to 
abandon  it.  By  certain  papers^  bowever^  tbat 
came  to  my  bands ^  be  bad  fo  far  afcertained  tbe 
particulars  of  bis  intended  publication  as  to  enable 
me  to  carry  bis  purpofe  into  execution. 

7bus  informed^  I  bave^  at  tbe  requef  of  fame 

of  bis  friends^  taken  upon  myfelftbe  office  of  bis 

Editor y  and  accordingly  bere  prefent  to  view  as 

complete  a  colleSlion  of  tbe  various  writings  of 

Dr.  Samuel  yobnfon  as  I  was  able  to  form^  and 

tbe  direSions  be  left  tebindbim  would  permit  me 

to  publijh. 

As 
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Js  IJlood  engaged y  by  apromift  made  to  him  a 
Jfjort  time  before  his  deceafe^  to  he  as  well  the 
guardian  of  his  fame  as  an  executor  of  his  wiljj 
I  thought  I  could  no  way  better  difcharge  the 
former  of  thefe  obligations  than  by  giving  to  the 
world  afuccinSt  narration  of  the  principal  events 
of  his  lift^  inter/perfed  with  facb  particulars  as 
bejlferved  to  deUneate  andillujlrate  his  character  i 
in  the  performance  of  which  tajk^  having  en^ 
deuvourtd  with  equal  care  to  avoid  the  tKtrtmes 
(fpraife  and  blame^  I  trujl  to  the  charity^  the 
gratitude^  and  the  jujlice  of  impartial  pojlerity^ 
that  ibe  fallings  -(f  a  man  wboje  whole  lift  was  a 
confiS  with  pain  and  adverfity^  will  either  before 
giv^n  or  forgotten^  and  that  the  remembrance  if 
4}is  virtues  y  and  4s  reverence  fir  the  wosukrful 
endowments  of  bis  nund^  and  his  zeal  in  the  en^ 
ployment  of  them  to  the  bcjl  purpofes^  will  be  co^ 
eval  with    thofe    excellent   lejfons    of  religion^ 
morality^  ^and  a/mfromical  wifdam^  which  he  ias; 
left  btUnd  Um^ 

In  the  Lives  of  the  Tcets  7  have  inferted  notes 
that  contain  either  additional JaSls^  or  that  tend  tA 
explain  particular  pqfages.    The  paucity  ofanec--  . 
dotes  in  tT)is part  of  the  Authors  writings^  it  is 
prefumed^  willjufiify  this  Uberty^  it  being  a  known 

part 
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part  ofbh  <bara£tfr^  that  be  was  more  ingenious 
in  eritical  di/qinfitiim  ibon  induftriQus  in  coUeSing 
manors;  fo  tbat^  in  many  infiancesy  wbat  bi  caffs 
tbt  Ufcof  a  poet  may  more  properly  be  termed  an 
enanun  of  bis  works^ 

Of  tbe  Latin  pieces  in  tbe  lajl  of  tbefe  volumes^ 

many  were^  compofed  in  tbofe  intervals  of  eafe^ 

"wbicb  during  bis  Iqft   illnefs   be  at  times  ex^ 

perienced:  otbers^  and  tbofe  tbe  greater  number^ 

^vere  tbe  employment  of  bis  tbougbts^  wben^  being 

retired  to  reji^  tbe  powers  of  feep  failed  bim^  wben 

tbe  remi/Jion  of  pain  became  to  bim  po/itive  plea^ 

fure^  and  baving  no  outward  objeSs  prefent  to  bis 

vieWj    bis  ever^a&ive   imagination    bad  liberty 

to  wander  tbrougb  tbe  boundlefs  regions  of  fancy  ^ 

and  bis  reafon  to  invejligate  tbe  moft  important 

andfublime  trutbs.     Tbe  originals^  as  tbey  were 

from  time  to  time  committed  to  writings  were  by 

him  delivered  to  Mr.  Langton^  witb  direiJiGns  to 

publijh  tbem;  and  it  is  to  tbat  gentleman  tbat  we 

owe  tbe  pleafure  of  perufing^  in  tbis  form^  tbefe 

tbe  mojl  recent  effiftons  of  bis  genius  ^  and  latejl 

evidences  of  bis  piety. 

Befides    tbe    Pieces  contained  in   tbe   enfuing 

Volumes ytbere  is  extant^  of  Dr.  Jobnfons  writings 

S  a  fmall 
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a  fmall  volume^  entitled  "  Prayers  and  Medita- . 
tions,"  the  profits  whereof  he  direSled  to  be  em-' 
ployed  for  a  charitable  purpofe^  mentioned  in  the 
preface  thereto.  That  they  are  not  included  in 
this  edition  of  his  Works ^  will  therefore  need  no 
apology  • 

J.  H. 
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Dr.   SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 


THE  general  fenfe  of  mankind,  and  the  praftioe 
of  the  learned  in  all  ages,  have  given  a  fanftioa 
to  biographical  hiftory,  and  concurred  to  recommend 
that  precept  of  the  wife  fon  of  Sirach,  in  which  we  are 
exhorted  to  *  praife  famous  men,  fuch  asrby  their 
counfels  and  by  their  knowledge  of  learning  were  meet 
for  the  people, — and  were  wife  and  eloquent  in  their  in- 
ftruftions,— and  fuch  as  recited  verfes  in  writing*/  In 
each  of  thefe  faculties  did  the  perfon,  whofe  hiftory  I 
am  about  to  write,  fo  greatly  excel,  that,  except  for  my 
prefumption  in  the  attempt  to  difplay  his  worth,  the 
undertaking  may  be  thought  to  need  no  apology;  eipC'* 
cially  if  we  contemplate,  together  with  his  mental  endow- 
ments, thofe  moral  qualities  which  diftinguiihed  him« 
and  refleft  that,  in  an  age  when  literary  acquifitions  and 

*  Eccla9.  Ch»p.  XLIV.  Verfe  i,et  feqq. 

Vol,  L  B  fcientific 
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fcientific  improvements  are  rated  at  their  utmoft 
value,  he  reftcd  not  in  the  applaufe  which  thefe  pro- 
cured him ;  but  adorned  the  charafter  of  a  fcholar  and 
a  philofopher  with  that  of  a  chriftian. 
/  Juftified,  as  I  truft,  thus  far  in  the  opinion  of  the 
reader,  I  may,  neverthelefs,  ftand  in  need  of  his  ex- 
cufe;  for-  that,  in  the  narration  of  fafts  that-refpeft 
others,  1  have  oftcner  fpoke  of  myfelf,  and  in  my  own 
perfoh,  than  the  praftice  of  fome  writers  will  war- 
rant. To  this  objeftion,^  if  any  Ihall  pleafe  to  make 
it,  I  anfwer,  that  the  reverfc  of  wrong  is  not  always 
right*  By  the  office  I  have  undertaken  I  ftand  en- 
gaged to  relate  fafts  to  which  I  was  a  witnefs,  con- 
verfations  in  which  I  was  a  party,  and  to  record  me- 
morable fayings  uttered  only  to  myfelf.  Whoever 
attends  to  thefe  circumftances,  muft,  befides  the 
difguft  which  fuch  an  afFeftation  of  humility  would 
excite,  be  convinced,  that  in  fome  inftances,  the  avoid- 
ing of  egotifms  had  been  extremely  difficult,  and  in 
many  impoflible. 

Samuel  Johnson,  tKe  fubjeft  of  the  following 
memoirs,  was  the  elder  of  the  two  fons  of  Michael 
Johnfon,  of  the  city  of  Lichfield  bookfeller,  and  of 
Sarah  his  wife,  afifter  ofDr.  JofephFord,  aphyfician 
of  great  eminence,  and  father  of  the  famous  Cornelius 
otherwife  called  Parfoii  Ford**     He  was  born,  as  1 

find 

^  Of  this  pcrfon,  who  yet  lives  in  the  remembrance  of  a  few  of  hia 
alTociates,  little  can  be  related  but  from  oral  tradition.  He  was, 
as  I  have  heard  }ohnfon  fay,  a  man  of^  great  wit  and  (lupendous 
parts,  but  of  very  profligate  manners.  He  was  chaplain  to  Lord 
Chefterfield  during  his  refidence  at  the  Hague  s  but,  as  his  lordihip 

was 
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find  it  noted  in  his  diary,  on  the  fevcnth  day  of  Sep 

tcmber,  1709:   his  brother,  named  Nathanael,  was 

bom  fomc  years  after.     Mr.  Johnfpn  was  a  man  of 

eminence  in  his  trade,  and  of  fuch  reputation  in  the 

city  abovementioned,  that  he,  more  than  once,  bore, 

for  a  year,  the  office  of  bailiff  or  chief  magiftrate  ^ 

thereof,   and  difcharged  the  duties  of  that  exalted  -^  "^^1^9^ 

ftation  with  honour  and  applaufe.     It  rtiay  here  be  /^ 

proper,  as  it  will  account  for  fome  particulars  refpeA- 

ing  the  character  of  his  fon  Samuel,  to  mention,  that 

his  political  principles  led  him  to  favour  the  pretenfi- 

ons  of  the  exited  family,  and  that  though  a  veiy  honeft 

and  fenfible  man,  he,  like  many  others  inhabiting  the 

fcounty  of  Stafford,  was  a  Jacobite. 

It  may  farther  be  fuppofed,  that  he  was  poffeffed  of 
fome  amiable  qualities  either  moral  or  perfonal,  from  a 
drcumftance  in  his  early  life,  of  which  evidence  is  yet 
remaining.  While  he  was  an  apprentice  at  Leek  in 
Staffbrdfhire,  a  young  woman  of  the  fame  town  fell  iri 
love  with  him,  and  upon  his  removal  to  Lichfield  fol- 
lowed him,  and  took  lodgings  oppofite  hi^  houfe.  Her 
paffion  was  not  unknown  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  but  he  had 
no  inclination  to  return  it,  till  he  heard  that  it  fo  affeft- 
cd  her  mind  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  when  he  vifited 
her,  and  made  her  a  tender  of  his  hand,  but  feeling  the 
approach  of  death,  flie  declined  it,  and  Ihortly  after 
died,  and  was  interred  in  Lichfield  cathedral.     In- pity 

was  nied  to  tell  him,  precluded  all  hope  of  preferment  by  the  want 
of  a  vice,  namely,  hypocrify.  It  was  fuppofed  that  the  parfon  iii 
tiogarth's  modem  midnight  converfation,  was  intended  to  reprefent 
him  in  his  hour  of  feftivity,  four  in  the  morning. 

Ba  to 
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to  her  fuffcrings,  Mr.  Johnfon  caufed  a  ftonc  to  be 
placed  over  her  grave  with  this  infcription : 

Here  lies  the  body  of 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blaney,  a  ftranger. 

She  departed  this  life, 

2d  of  September,  1 694. 

The  firft  born  child  of  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  wife, 
their  fon  Samuel,  had  the  misfortune  to  receive,  toge- 
ther with  its  nutriment  derived  from  a  hired  nurfe> 
the  feeds  of  that  difeafe  which  troubled  him  through 
life,  the  ftmma,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  king's-evil ;  for 
the  cure  whereof  his  mother^  agreeable  to  the  opinion 
then  entertained  of  the  efficacy  of  the  royal  touch, 
prefented  him  to  Queen  Anne,  who,  for  the  laft  time, 
as  it  is  faid,  that  Ihe  ever  performed  that  office,  with 
her  accuftomed  grace  and  benignity  adminiftered  to 
the  child  as  much  of  that  healing-  quality  as  it  was  in 
her  power  to  difpenfe,  and  hung  about  his  neck  the 
ufual  amulet  of  an  angel  of  gold,  with  the  imprels 
of  St.  Michael  "die  archangel  on  the  one  fide,  and  a 
fhip  under  full  fail  on  the  other.*    Jt  was  probably 

this 

•  This  healing  gift  is  faid  to  have  been  derived  to  oar  princes 
from  Edward  the  Confcffor,  and  is  recorded  by  his  hifforian,  Alurcd 
Rivallenfis.  In  Stow's  annals  we  have  a  relation  of  the  firft  cure  of 
this  kind  which  Edward  performed ;  but,  as  it  is  rather  difgufiing  tu 
read  it,  I  chufe  to  give  it  in  the  words  of  the  author  from  whence  it  is 
apparently  taken,  with  this  remark,  that  the  kings  of  France  lay 
claim  t6  the  fame  miraculous  power.  '  Adolefccntula  qu«dam  tradiu 

*  nuptiisdupUcilaborabatincommodo.   Nam  feciem  ejus  morbus  de- 

*  formaverat,  amorem  viri  fterilitas  prolisademcrat:  fubfaucibus 
'  quippequafiglandcseifuccreverant,qu«totam£acicmdeformi  tu- 

*  more  f«dantC5,putre&asfub  cute  hianoribus,fenguincminfaniem 

*  vertcrant|. 
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this  difeafe  that  deprived  him  of  the  fight  of  his  left 
eye,  for  he  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  never  re- 
membered to  have  enjoyed  the  ufe  of  it. 

*  verteranty  inde  nad  vermes  odorem  teterrixnum  exhalabant.  Ita 
'  viTO  incudebat  morbus  horrorem,  flerilitas  minuebat  afFe£lum. 

*  Vivebat  infelix  mulier  odiaia  marito»  parentibus  onerofa.  Rarus 
'  ad  earn  vd  amicorom  accelTus  propter  faetorem,  vel  afpedtus  vui 
'  propter  horrorem.    Hinc  dolor^  hinc  lacrimas^  hinc  die  nodhiqoe 

*  fufpiria,  ciyn  ei  vel  fterilitas  opprobrium^  vel  contemptum  iufir^ 
'  mitas  generaret.   Indufbiam  medicorum  avertebat  inopia.    Quid 

*  ageret  mifera  ?  Quod  folum  fupererat,  ubi  humanum  deerat  divi- 
"  nam  jvecabatur  auxilinm>  quafi  in  illam  illius  acque  miferae  mulieria 

*  Tocem  erumpenSy  Peto,  Domtne,  ut  dc  vinculo  improper ii  bujus  ah^ 
'  Jdvas  me 9  aut  certe/uper  terram  eripias  me>     Jubetur  tandem  in 

<  (bmnis  adire  paladum,  ex  reg^  manibns  fperare  remediumj^ 
'  quibuA^fllota/fiu^ta,  fi  fignau  fbret,  reciperet  ejus  meritis  fani- 

*  tatem,     Expergefada  mulier,  fexus  fimul  et  condidonis  oblita» 

*  prommpit  in  curiam,  regis  fe  repraeientat  obtudbus>  exponit  oracu* 
'  lum,  auxiliom  deprecatur.    lUe  more  fuo  viftus  pietate,  nee  fordea 

*  cavit«  nee  fstorem  exhorruit.  Allatadeniqneaqua»  partes  corporis 

*  qoas  morbus  fosdaverat  propriis  manibus  lavit,  iocaque  tumentia 
'  contreAans  digitb  fignum  iandbe  crucis  impreflit.  Qmd  plura  ? 
'  Sttbito  rupta  cute>  cum  fanie  vermes  ebuUiunt,  refedit  tumor,  dolor 

*  omnis  abceffit:  ammirandbus  qui  aderant  tantam  fub  purpura 

<  &n£dtatem,  untam  fceptrigeris  manibus  inefle  virtutem.     Paucia 

*  vero  diebusfnbftidtin  curia  mulier  regiis  miniftris  neceflaria  mi- 

*  niftraudbus,  donee  obdu^  vulneribus  cicatrice  incolumis  rediret 

*  ad  propria.    Verum  ut  nichil  deeiTet  regi  ad  gloriam,  pauperculae 

*  nichil  ad  gradam,  donatnr  fterili  inopina  foecunditas,  ventrifque  fui 

*  deitderacofrudtt  ditaia,  facile  ilbi  marid  gratiam  conciliavit/ 
The  reader  will  find  much  curious  matter  relating  to  the  royal 

touch,  in  Mr.  Harrington's  obfervadons  on  ancient  ftatutes  107,  and 
in  Chambers's  dictionary,  art.  evil,  to  whichi  (liall  add,  that  the 
viiuEcadon  of  this  powfcr,  as  inherent  in  the  pretender,  by  Mr. 
Cane,  deftroyed  the  credit  of  his  intended  hifii^ry  of  England,  and 
put  a  fiop  to  the  complecion  of  it. 

The  ritual  for  this  is  to  be  found  in  fiilhop  Sparrow^s  colleddon  of 
ardcles,  canons^  &c.  and  alfo  in  all  or  moft  of  the  impreflions  of  the 
Common  Prayer  Bode,  printed  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  but  in  thcfe 
bcter  with  great  variadons. 
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It  may  fecm  a  ridiculous  attempt  to  tr^ce  the  dawn 
cf  his  poetical  faculty  fo  far  back  as  to  his  very  in-' 
fancy;  but  the  following  incident  I  am  compelled  to 
mention,  as  it  is  well  atteftod,  and  therefore  makes 
part  of  his  hiftory.  When  he  was  about  three  years 
old,  his  mother  had  a  brood  of  eleven  ducklings, 
which  Ihe  permitted  him  to  call  his  own.  It  hap- 
pened that  in  playing  about  he  trod  on  and  killed  one 
of  them,  upon  which  running  to  his  mother,  he,  ia 
great  emotion  bid  her  write.  Write,  child  ?  faid  Ihe, 
what  muft  I  write  ?  Why  write,  anfwered  he,  fo : 

Here  lies  good  Mafter  Duck, 

That  Samuel  Johnfon  trod  on, 

Ift  had  liv'd  'twould  have  been  good  luck. 

For  then  there*d  been  an  odd  one, 

and  Ihe  wrote  accordingly. 

Being  arrived  at  a  proper  age  for  grammatical  in- 
ftruftion,  he  was  placed  in  the  free  fchool  of  Lichfield, 
of  which  Mr.  Hunter  was  then  mafter.  The  pfogrels 
he  made  in  his  learning  foon  attrafted  the  notice  of  his 
teachers  5  and  among  other  difcernible  qualities  that 
diftinguilhed  him  from  the  reft  of  the  fchool,  he  wa^ 
bold,  aftive  and  enterprifing,  fo  that  without  affefting 
it,  the  feniors  in  the  fchool  looked  on  him  as  their 
head  and  leader,  and  readily  acquiefced  in  whatever 
he  propofed  or  did.  There  dwelt  at  Lichfield  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  name  of  Butt,  the  father  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Putt,  now  a  King's  Chapjain,  to  whofc  hpufe  on 
holidays  and  in  fchool- vacations  he  was  ever  welcome. 
The  children  in  the  family,  perhaps  offended  with  the 
rudenefs  of  his  behaviour,  would  frequently  call  Wm 
the  great  boy,  which  the  father  once  overhearing,  faid. 
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^  you  call  him  the  great  boy,  but  take  my  word  fot  if, 
^  he  will  one  day  prove  a  great  man/ 

A  more  particular  charadter  of  him  while  a  fchoot   . 
boy,  and  of  his  bchayiour  at  fchool,  I  find  in  a  paper 
now  before  nie,  written  by  a  perfon  yet  living,  and  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  t 

'  Johnfon  and  I  were,  early  in  life>  fchool-fellows  at 

*  Lichfield,  arid  for  many  years  in  the  fame  clafs^   As 
'  his  uncommon  abilities  for  learning  far  exceeded  us, 

*  we  endeavoured  by  every  boyifli  piece  of  flattery  t^ 

*  gain  his  afliftancci  and  three  of  us,  by  turns,  ufed  to 

*  call  on  him  in  a  morning,  on  one  of  whofe  back^, 

*  (bpported  by  the  other  two,  he  rode  triumphantly 
'  to  fchool.    He  never  aflbciated  with  us  in  any  of 

*  our  diverfions,  except  in  the  winter  When  the  ice  was 

*  firm,  to  be  drawn  along  by  a  boy  bare-footed.  His 
'•ambition  to  excel  was  great,  though  his  application 

*  to  books,  as  far  as  it  appeared,  was  very  trifling.  I 
^  could  not  oblige  him  more  than  by  fauntefing  away 

*  every  vacation,  that  occurred,  in  the  fields,  during 

*  which  time  he  was  more  engaged  in  talking  to  him-' 

*  felf  than  his  companion.  Verfcs  or  themes  he  would 
'  diftate  to  his  favourites,  but  he  would  never  be  it 
'  the  trouble  of  writing  th?m*    His  diflike  to  bufinefs 

*  was  fo  great,  that  he  would  procraftinatc  his  exer-* 

*  cifes  to  the  laft  hour.    I  have  known  him  after  a 

*  long  vacation^  in  which  we  were  rathef  feVerely 

*  tafked,  return  to  fchool  an  hour  eariier  in  the  mom-^ 

*  ing,  and  begin  one  of  his  exercifes,  in  which  he  puf- 
'  pofely  left  fome  faults,  in  order  to  gain  time  to  finifli 

*  die  reft. 

'  I  never  knew  him  corre^ed  ^  fchool^  tinlefs  it 
'  was  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 

B  4  •  bufinefs. 
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*  bufihefsj  by  which,  perhaps,  he  might  hope  to  kcf^ 

*  his  afcendancy'.     He  was  uncommonly  inquifitive, 

^  and  his  memory  fo  tenacious,  that  whatever  he  read 

••  or  heard  he  never  forgot.    I  remember  rehearfing 

'*  to  him  eighteen  verfes,  which  after  a  little  paufe  he 

'  repeated  verbatim,  except  one  epithet,  which  im- 
-^  proved  the  line. 

*  After  a  long  abfence  from  Lichfield,  when  he  re- 

*  turned  I  was  apprehenfive  of  fomething  wrong  in  his 

*  conftitution,  which  might  either  impair  his  intelledk 

*  or  endanger  his  life,  but,  thanks  to  Almighty  God, 

*  my  fears  have  proved  falfc/ 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1725,  he  received  an 
'^invitation  from  his  uncle,  Cornelius  Ford,  to  fpei*d  a 
few  days  with  him  at  his  houfe,  which  1  conjefture  to 
•have  been  on  a  living  of  his  in  one  of  the  counties  bor- 
dering upon  StafFordfhire  j  but  it  fccms  that  the  unclfe, 
difcoverii^  that  the  boy  was  poffeffed  of  uncommon 
\parts,  was  unwilling  to  let  him  return,  and  to  make  up 
-for  the  lofs  he  might   fuftain   by  his  abfence  from 
fchool,  became  his  inftruftor  in  the  claflics,  and  far- 
•ther  affifted  him  in  his  ftudies  j  fo  that  it  was  not  till 
•the  Whitfuntide  following,, that  Johnfon  went  back  to 
Lichfield.    Whether  Mr.  Hunter  was  difpleafed  to 
.  find  a  vifit  of  a  few  days  protrafted  into  a  vacation  of 
•many  months,  or  that  he  refented  the  interference  of 
another  perfon  in  the  tuition  of  one  of  his  fcholars, 
and  he  one  of  the  moft  promifing  of  any  under  his 
care,  cannot  now  be  known ;  but,  it  feems,  that  at 
Johnfon's  return  to  Lichfield,  he  was  not  received 
into  the  fchool  of  that  city ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  in- 
fbniled,  by  a  perfon  who  was  his  fchool-fcUow  there, 
that  he  was  placed  in  one  at  Stourbridge  in  Worccf- 
terflure,  under  the  care  of  a  mafter  named  Winkworth, 

7  ^^^* 
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but  who,  afftfting  to  be  thought  allied  to  the  Straflfbrd 
family,  aflumed  the  name  of  Wcntworth. 

When  his  fchool  education  was  finifhed,  his  father, 
whofe  circumftapces  were  far  from  affluent,  was  for 
fomc  time  at  a  lofa  how  to  difpofe  of  him :  he  took 
him  home,  probably  with  a  view  to  bring  him  up  to 
his  own  trade ;  for  I  have  heard  Johnfon  fay,  that 
he  himfelf  was  able  to  bind  a  book.  This  fufpenfe 
continued  about  two  year^  at  the  end  whereof,  ^ 
neighbouring  gentleman,  Mr.  Andrew  Corbet,  hav- 
ing a  fon,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  fame  fchool 
with  Johnfon,  whom  he  was  about  to  fend  to  Pem- 
broke college  in  Oxford,  a  propofal  was  made  and 
accepted,  that  Johnfon  fhould  attend  this  fon  thither, 
in  quality  of  affiftant  in  his  ftudies ;  and  accordingly, 
on  die  31ft  day  of  October,  1728,  they  were  both  en- 
tered, Corbet  as  a  gentleman-commoner,  and  Johnfon 
as  a  commoner. 

The  college  tutor,  at  that  time,  was  a  man  named 
Jordan,  whom  Johnfon,  though  he  loved  him  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  nature,  fo  contemned  for  the  mean- 
hefs  of  his  abilities,  that  he  would  oftener  rifque  the 
payment  of  a  fmall  fine  than  attend  his  lectures  5  nor 
was  he  ftudious  to  conceal  the  reafon  of  his  abfence. 
Upon  occafion  of  one  fuch  impofition,  he  faid  to  Jor- 
dan, *  Sir,  you  have  fconced  me  two-pence  for  non- 
'  attendance  at  a  Icfture  not  worth  a  penny.* 

Whether  it  was  this  difcouragement  in  the  outlet  of 
their  ftudies,  or  any  other  ground  of  difinclination  that 
moved  him  to  it,  is  not  known,  but  this  is  certain,  that 
young  Corbet  could  not  brook  fubmiffion  to  a  man 
who  feemed  to  be  little  rncH^  learned  than  himfelf,  and 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google         ^ 


ID  THELIFEOF 

that  having  a  father  living,  who  was  able  to  difpofe  of 
him  in  various  other  ways,  he,  after  about  two  years 
ftay,  left  the  college,  and  went  home. 

But  the  cafe  of  Johnfon  was  far  different :  his  fortunes 
were  at  fea ;  his  tide  to  a  ftipend  was  gone,  and  all  that 
he  could  obtain  from  the  father  of  Mr.  Corbet,  was,  an 
agreement,  during  his  continuance  at  college,  to  pay  for 
his  commons.  With  no  exhibition,  or  other  means  of 
fupport  in  the  profccution  of  his  ftudies,  he  had  no- 
thing to  depend  on,  fave  the  affiftance  of  a  kind  and 
indulgent  parent.  At  that  time  the  trade  of  a  country 
bookfeUer,  even  in  a  city  where  was  a  cathedral  and  an 
incorporation  of  ecclefiaftics,  was  lefs  profiuble  than  it 
is  now  i  for  though  it  may  be  faid,  that  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  multitudes  of  controverfial 
books  and  pamphlets  were  publifhing,  yet  thefe  yield- 
ed but  fmall  advantage  to  the  mere  venders  of  them : 
there  were  then  no  fuch  publications  for  the  mere 
amufement  of  young  readers  or  idle  perfons  as  the 
prcfs  now  daily  fends  forth  ^  nor  had  any  bookfeller 
entertained  in  his  mind  the  projedl  of  a  circulating  . 
library:  from  hence  it  is  evident,  that  his  father,  hav- 
ing no  other  means  of  fubfifting  himfelf  and  his  chil- 
dren, than  the  ordinary  income  of  his  Ihop,  was  but 
litdc  able  to  afford  him  any  other  than  a  fcanty  main- 
tenance. 

The  want  of  that  afliftance,  which  fcholars  in  gene- 
ral derive  from  their  parents,  relations,  and  friends, 
loon  became  vifible  in  the  garb  and  appearance  of  ' 
Johnfon^  which,  though  in  fome  degree  concealed  by 
a  fcholar's  gown,  and  that  we  know  is  never  deemed 
the  lefs  honpurable  for  being  old,  was  fo  apparent  as  tQ 
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excite  pity  in  fome  that  faw  and  noticed  him.  Shall  I  * 
be  particular,  and  relate  a  circumftance  of  his  diftre(s» 
that  cannot  be  imputed  to  him  as  an  effe£t  of  his  own 
extravagance  or  irregularity,  and  confequently  reflefts 
no  difgrace  on  his  memory  ?  He  had  fcarce  any  change 
of  raiment,  and,  in  a  Ihort  time  after  Corbet  left  him, 
but  one  pair  of  flioes,  and  thofe  fo  old,  that  his  feet  were 
fecn  through  them :  a  gentleman  of  his  college,  the 
father  of  an  eminent  clergyman  now  living,  diredled  a 
fervitorojne  morning  to  place  a  new  pair  at  the  door  of 
Johnfon's  chamber,  who,  feeing  them  upon  his  firft  go- 
ing out,  fo  far  forgot  hinifelf  and  the  Ipirit  that  muft 
have  actuated  his  unknown  benefa(Etor,  that,  with  all 
the  indignation  of  an  infulted  man^  he  threw  them 
away, 

.He  may  be fuppofed  to  have  been  under  the  age  of 
.twenty,  when  this  imaginary  indignity  was  offered  him, 
a  period  of  life  at  which,  fo  far  as  concerns  the  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  and  the  means  of  improving  adverfe 
circumftance^,  every  one  has  much  to  leam :  he  had, 
doubdefs,  before  this  time,  experienced  *  the  proud 
*  man's  contumely;*  and  in  this  fchool  of  affli^ion  might 
have  firft  had  reafon  to  fay,— 

*  Slow  rifes  worth  by  poverty  depreft.* 

his  fpirit  was,  neverthelefs,  too  great  to  fink  under, 
this  depreffion.  His  tutor,  Jordan,  in  about  a  year's 
ipace,  went  off  to  a  living  which  he  had  been  prefentcd 
to,  upon  giving  a  bond  to  refign  it  in  favour  of  a  mi- 
nor, and  Jphnfon  became  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Adams,  a 
perfon  of  far  fuperior  endowments,  who  afterwards  at- 
tained adoftor's  degree,  and  is  at  this  time  head  of  his 
CyU^ge*   Encouraged,  by  a  change  fo  propitious  to  his 

ftudies;^ 
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ftudies,  lie  profecuted  them  with  dfligcncc,  attended 
both  public  and  private  lefturcs,  performed  his  exer- 
cifo  with  alacrity,  and  in  fhort,  negkftcd  no  means  or 
opportunities  of  improvement.  He  had  at  this  time 
a  great  emulation,  to  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name,  to 
excel  his  compedtx>rs  in  literature.  There  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  his  college,  named  Meekes,  whofe  cxer- 
cifes  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  commended ;  and  when-* 
ever  he  declaimed  or  difputed  in  the  hall,  Johnfon 
would  retire  to  the  fkrthcft  corner  thereof,  that  he 
might  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his  voice. 

In  this  courfe  of  learning,  his  favourite  objects  were 
daf&cal  literature,  ethics,  and  theology,  in  the  latter 
whereof  he  Isud  the  foundation  by  ftudpng  die  Fa*^ 
thers.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  magnitude  of  hii 
Adverfaria,  which  I  have  now  by  me,  his  plan  for  ftudy 
was  a  very  extenfi  ve  one.  The  heads  of  fcience,  to  the 
extent  of  fix  folio  volumes,  are  copioufly  branched 
throughout  it ;  but,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  young 
ftudents,  the  blank  far  exceed  in  number  the  written 
leaves. 

.  To  fay  the  truth,  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  was  far 
from  regular:  he  read  by  fits  andftarts,  and,  in  the 
intervals,  digefted  his  reading  by  meditation,  to  which 
he  was  ever  prone.  Neither  did  he  regard  the  hours 
of  ftudy,  farther  than  the  difcipline  of  the  college  com- 
pelled him.  It  was  the  praftice  in  his  time,  for  a  fer- 
vitor,  by  order  of  the  mafter,  to  go  round  ta  die  rooms 
of  the  young  men,  and  knocking  at  the  door,  to  en- 
<)uire  if  they  were  within,  and,  if  no  anfwcr  was  return- 
ed, to  report  them  abfent :  Johnfon  could  not  endure 
this  intrufion,  and  would  frequently  be  fdent,  when  the 
Utterance  of  a  word  would  have  infured  him  from  cen- 
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fiire ;  and^  farther  to  be  revenged  for  being  diftuiiied 
when  he  was  as  profitably  eniployed  as  peiiiaps  he 
could  be,  would  join  with  others  of  the  young  men  in 
the  college  in  hunting,  as  they  called  it,  the  fervitor, 
who  was  thus  diligent  in  his  duty ;  and  this  they  did 
mxh  the  noi&  of  pots  and  candlefticks,  linging  to  the 
tone  of  Chevy^^chace,  the  words  in  that  old  ballad^ 

*  To  drive  the  deer  with  hound  and  horn,'  &c* 

not  feldom  to  the  endangering  the  life  and  limbs  of 
the  unfortunate  viftim. 

Thcfe,  and  other  fuch  levities,  marked  his  behaviour 
for  a  Ihort  time  after  his  comii^  to  college ;  but  hp 
fbon  convinced  thofe  about  him,  that  he  came  thither 
for  other  purpofes  than  to  nmke  iport  either  for  hioL- 
fclf  or  them.  His  exercifcs  were  applauded,  and  his 
tutor  was  not  fb  fhallow  a  man,  but  that  he  could  difco-- 
ver  in  Johnibn  great  (kill  in  the  claflics,  and  alio  a  talent 
for  Latin  verfification,  by  fuch  compofitions  as  few  of 
his  ftanding  could  equal.  Mr.  Jordan  taking  advan- 
tage, therefore,  of  a  tranfgreflion  of  this  his  pupil,  the 
abientin^himfelf  from  early  prayers,  impofed  on  him 
for  a  vacation  exercife,  the  tafk  of  tranflating  into  Latia 
vcrfe  the  Meffiah  of  Mr.  Pope,  which  being  fhewn  to 
the  audior  of  the  original,  by  a  ion  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
then  a  gentleman-commoner  of  Chriit-church,  and  bro-* 
therofthelateMr.  Arbuthnot  of  the  Exchequer-office, 
was  read,  and  returned  with  this  encomixim ;  *  The 

*  writer  of  this  poem  will  leave  it  a  queftion  for  poi!e- 

*  rity,  whether  his  or  mine  be  the  original.'*    This 

tranllation 

*  Mr.  Pope,  in  another  inftance,  gave  a  proof  of  his  candor  and 
^iTpolition  to  encourage  the  eflays  of  young  men  of  genius.  Whea 
Sniut  publiihfid  Us  Latin  uaniUmn  gf  Mr.  Pope's  ock  on  St.  Ced- 
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traniladon  found  itsivay  into  a  mifceilany  publifhed  hif 
fuhfcription  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  173 1,  under  the 
name  of  J.  Huftands. 

He  had  but  litde  relifh  for  mathematical  learn-^ 
ing,  and  was  content  widi  fuch  a  degree  of  know- 
ledge in  phyfics,  as  he  could  not  but  acquire  in  the 
ordinary  exercifes  of  the  place:  his  fortunes  and 
circumftances  had  determined  him  to  no  particular 
courfe  of  ftudy,  and  were  fuch  as  feemcd  to  exclude 
him  from  every  one  of  the  learned  profeffions,  He> 
more  than  once,  fignified  to  a  friend  who  had  been 
'educated  at  the  fame  fchool  with  him,  then  at  Chrift- 
church,  and  intended  for  the  bar,  an  inclination  td 
the  praftice  of  the  civil  or  the  conunon  law ;  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  required  a  long  courfe  of  academical  infti- 
tution,  and  how  to  fucceed  in  the  latter,  he  had  not 
learned^*  but  his  father's  inability  to  fupport  him 

checked 

lia*8  day,  Mr.  Pope  having  read  it»  in  a  letter  to  Ne^'bery  the  pub« 
lifher  of  it  returned  his  thanks  to  the  author,  with  an  aiTurance,  that 
it  exceeded  his  own  original.  This  fa£t  Newbery  himfelf  told  me^ 
and  ofFered  to  (hew  me  the  letter  in  Mr.  Pope's  hand-writing. 

*  In  the  two  profeffions  of  the  civil  and  common  law,  a  notable 
difference  is  difcemible :  the  former  admits  fuch  only  as  have  had 
the  previous  qualification  of  an  univerfity  education ;  the  latter  re^- 
ceives  all  whofe  broken  fortunes  drive,  or  a  confidence  in  their 
abilities  tempts  to  feek  a  maintenance  iti  it.  Men  of  low  ex* 
tradiion,  domeftic  fertants,  and  clerks  to  eminent  lawyers,  have 
become  fpecial  pleaders  and  advocates ;  and,  by  an  unrefbained 
abufe  of  the  liberty  of  fpeech,  have  acquired  popularity  and  wealth. 
A  remarkable  infbince  of  thi»  kind  occurs  in  the  acCOOnt  of  a  famoid 
lawyer  of  the  lafb  century,  lord  chief  juitice  Saunders,  as  exhibited 
in  the  life  of  the  lord  keeper  Guilford,  Page  223. 

'  Hewasatfirftno  betterthanapoor  beggar  boy,  ifnot  apiirifh 
*  foundliiig,  without  known  parents  or  xclations.    He  had  founji 

*  away 
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checked  thcfe  wifhcs,  and  left  him  to  feek  the  means 
of  a  future  fubfiftence.  If  nature  could  be  faid  to  have 
pointed  out  a  profeflion  for  him,  that  of  the  bar  feems 
to  have  been  it :  in  that  faculty,  his  acutenefs  and  pe- 
netration, and  above  all,  his  nervous  and  manly  elocu- 
tion, could  fcarcely  have  failed  to  diftinguiih  him,  md 
to  have  railed  him  to  the  higheft  honours  df  that  lucra- 
tive profeffion  j  but,  whatever  nature  might  have  in- 
tended for  him,  fortune  feems  to  have  been  the  arbiter 
of  his  deftiny,  and  by  Ihutting  up  the  avenues  to  wealth 
and  civil  honours,  to  have  left  him  to  difplay  his  talents 
in  the  feveral  charafters  of  a  moralift,  a  philofopher, 
wd  a  poet. 

The  time  of  his  continuance  at  Oxford  is  divifible 
into  two  periods,  the  former  whereof  commenced  on  the 
31ft  day  of  Oftobcr,  1728,  and  determined  in  Decem- 

'  a  way  to  live  by  obfequioafnefsy  (in  Clement* s^Iim^  as  I  remember,) 
'  and  courting  the  attomies  clerks  for  fcraps.     The  extraordinary 

*  obfervance  and  diligence  of  the  boy>  made  the  fociety  willing  to 
'  do  him  good.     He  appeared  very  ambitious  to  learn  to  write  j 

*  afid  one  of  the  attomies  got  a  board  knocked  up  at  a  window  on 

*  the  top  of  a  ftaircafe,  and  that  was  his  defk,  where  he  fat  and 
'  wrote  after  copies  of  court  and  other  hands  the  clerks  gave  him. 
'  He  made  himfelf  fo  expert  a  writer*  that  he  took  in  buiinefs,  and 

*  earned  fomc  pence  by  hackney -writing.  And  thus,  by  degrees, 
'  he  pufhed  his  faculties,  and  fell  to  forms ;  and,  by  books  that 
'  were  lent  him,  became  an  exquiiite  entering-clerk  :  and,  by  the 

*  fiune  courfe  of  improvement  of  himfelf,  an  able  counfel,  firll  in 

*  (pecial  pleading,  then  at  large.  And,  after  he  was  called  to  the 
'  bar,  had  prance  in  the  King^s  Bench  court  equal  with  ^any 
«  there.* 

He  fucceeded  Pemberton  in  the  office  of  chief  jultice  o*f  the 
king's  bench,  and  died  of  ^n  apoplexy  and  palfy  a  ihort  time 
before  the  revdlutimi.  .  A  curious  delineation  of  his  peribn  and 
charader  may  be  feen  in  the  volume  above  dted. 

*    2  •  bcr. 
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bcr,  VJ^9%  when^  as  appears  by  a  note  in  his  diary  in 
thcfe  words,  ^1729  Dec.  S.  J.  .Oxonio  rediit/  he  left 
tharplace>  the  reafbn  whereof,  was  a  failure  of  pecuniary 
fupplies  from  his  father;  but  meeting  with  another 
{burce>  the  bounty,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  of  fome  one  or 
more  of  the  members  of  the  cathedral,  he  returned,  and 
made  up  the  whole  of  his  rcfidence  in  the  univerfity, 
about  three  years>  during  all  which  time  his  academical 
ftudies,  though  not  orderly,  were  to  an  aJftonifliing  de- 
gree intenfe.  Whoever  has  perufcd  Mr.  Spence's  life 
of  Antonio  Magliabechi,  may  difcerna  nearrefemblance 
in  their  manner  of  reading,  between  that  perfbn  and 
Johnfbn :  the  former,  fays  his  author,  '  fceips  never  to 

*  have  applied  himfelf  to  any  particular  fhidy.  A  paf- 

*  fion  for  reading  was  his  ruling  paflion,  and  a  prodi- 

*  gious  memory  his  great  talent :  he  read  every  book 

*  almoil  indifferently,  as  they  happened  to  come  into 

*  his  hands :  he  read  them  with  a  furprifing  quick- 

*  nefs,  and  yet  retained,  not  only  the  fenfe  of  what  he 

*  read,  but,  often,  all  the  words  and  the  very  manner 

*  of  fpelling  them,  if  there  was  any  thing  peculiar  of 
^  that  kind  in  any  author/ 

A  like  propenfity  to  reading,  and  an  equal  celerity 
in  the  praftice  thereof,  were  obfervable  in  Johnfon  :  it 
was  wonderful  to  fee,  when  he  took  up  a  book,  with 
what  eagernefs  he  perufed,  and  with  what  hafte  his  eye, 
for  it  has  been  related,  that  he  had  the  uie  of  only 
one,  travelled  over  it :  he  has  been  known  to  read  a 
volume,  and  that  not  a  fmall  one,  at  a  fitting ;  nor 
was  he  inferior  in  the  power  of  memory  to  him  with 
whom  he  h  compared  :.  whatever  he  read,  became  his 
own  for  ever,  with  all  the  advantages  that  a  penetra- 
ting judgment  and  deep  re^edion  could  add  to  it.    I 
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have  heard  hini  repeat,  with  fcarce  a  miftakc  of  a  word, 
paflages  from  favourite  authors,  of  diree  or  four  odavo 
pages  in  length.  One  inftance  of  the  greatnefs  of 
his  retentive  faculty  himfelf  has  thought  fit  to  give, 
in  his  life  of  the  Earl  of  Rochefter,  where  may  be  feen 
a  Latin  poem  upon  Nothing,  written  by  Pa0erat; 
for  the  infertion  whereof  he  had,  as  it  is  faid,  no  other 
aid  than  his  own  recoUeAion.  How  far  he  approved 
that  method  of  reading,  which  he  is  above  faid  to  have 
purfued,  and  what  value  he  fet  on  the  powers  of  me- 
mory, may  be  inferred  from  his  charaftcr  of  the  former 
of  thofe  perfons  in  his  lives  of  the  poets,  of  whom  he 
thus  {peaks: 

*  He  was  remarkable  for  the  power  of  reading 
'  with  ^eat  rapidity,   and  of  retaining  with  great 

*  fidelity  what  he  fo  eafily  colle6ted.     He,  therefore, 

*  dways  knew  wnat  the  prefent  queftion  required ; 

*  and  when  his  friends  expreffed  their  wonder  at  his 

*  acquifitions,  made  in  a  ftatc  of  apparent  negligence 

*  and  drunkennefs,  he  never  difcovered  his  hours  of 

*  reading  or  method  of  ftudy,  but  involved  himfelf  in 
^  affWled  filence,  and  fed  his  own  vanity  with  their 
^  admiration  and  conjeAures/ 

-^  It  is  little  lefs  than  certain,  that  his  own  indigence, 
and  the  inability  of  his  father  to  help  him,  called 
Johnfon  fix)m  the  univerfity  fooner  than  he  meant  to 
quit  it :  his  father,  either  during  his  continuance  there, 
or  poflibly  before,  had  been  by  misfortunes  rendered 
4nfolvent,  iftnot,  as  Johnfon  told  me,  an  afhial  bank- 
rupt. The  non-attainment  of  a  degree,  which  afi:er 
a'treftain  ftanding  is  conferred  aknoft  of  courfe,  he 
regretted  not:  it  is  true,  he  loon  felt  the  want  <^. 
Dhe;  but  ample  amends  were  afterwards  made  him,  by 
Vol.  L  C  the 
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tKe  voluntary  grant  of  the  higheft  acadenucal  honours 
^Mtt  two  of  tkc  moft  learned  fenunaries  in  Europe 
could  beftow. 

The  adrantages  he  derived  from  an  tmiverfitjr  edu- 
cation^  fmall  as  they  may  hidicrto  feem,  went  a  g^reat 
W^  towards  fixing,  as  weU  his  moral  as  lus  litertrjr 
chara&er:  the  order  am)  difcipline  of  a  coUege  li&s 
fhe  reading  the  beft  authors,  the  attendance  on  public 
exercifes^  the  early  caUs  to  prayer,  the  frequeitt  in- 
ftru&ions  from  the  pidpit,  with  dl  the  other  means  of 
lel^ious  and  moral  improvement,  had  their  proper 
eBk£t ;  and  though  they  kft  his  natural  temper  much 
as  they  found  it,  they  begat  in  his  mind  thofe  feati* 
ments  pf  piety  which  were  the  ruk  of  hi^  coadufl: 
throughout  his  future  life,  and  made  fo  confpicuous  a 
part  of  his  charaften 

He  could  not,'  at  this  early  period  of  his  Kfe,  divert 
hin^lf  of  an  opinion,  that  poverty  was  dlfgraceful  i 
and  was  very  ievere  in  his  cenfures  of  diat  ^economy 
in  bodi  our  univeriides>  which  exafted  at  meah  the. 
4ittendance  of  poor  fcholars,  under  Ae  feveral  denomi* 
nations  of  fervitors  in  the  one,  and  fisers  in  the  other: 
he  thought  that  the  fcholar^s,  like  the  chriilian  life» 
levelled  all  diftinftions  of  rank  and  worldly  pre-emi- 
nence ;  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken :  civil  policy  had, 
long  before  his  comii^  into  the  world,  reduced  the 
feveral  clafles  of  men  to  a  regular  fubordination,  and 
given  fcrvitude  its  fanftion.  The  feudal  fyftem  q£ 
government  throughout  Europe  had  ib  arranged  the 
feveral  orders  of  fubjefts,  that  the  lower  were  uni- 
formly dependent  on  the  higher ;  and  m  the  hiftbry 
of  the  peerage  of  our  own*country,  we  find  the  retinues 
of  the  higher  nobility  fnade  up  of  the  fons  and  daugh- 
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tcrs  of  thofc  of  the  lower:  Wolfey  had  in  his  train,  carls, 
barons,  and  knights ;  and  the  founder  of  the  prefcnt 
Cavendifti  family  was  his  gentleman-ufher,  at  a  falary 
of  ten  pounds  a  year :  and,  to  juftify  the  pr^ftice  of 
perfonal  fervitude  at  meals,  we  have  an  example  of  a 
child  waiting  on  his  parents  while  at  .dinner,  in  the 
Pietas  Puerilis,  among  the  colloquies  of  Erafmus  *. 

Upon  his  leaving  the  univerfity,  he  went  home  to 
the  houfc  of  his  father,  which  he  found  fo  nearly  filled 
with  relations,  that  is  to  fay,  the  maiden  fitters  of  his 
mother  and  uncle  Cornelius  Ford,  whonj  his  father,  on 
the  deceafe  of  their  brother  in  the  fummer  of  1731,  had 
taken  in  to  board,  that  it  would  fcarce  receive  him. 

He  brought  with  him  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion,  a  due 
reverence  for  the  national  church,  and  a  refpeft  for  its 
minifters  j  and  thefe  he  retained,  though  he  had  been 
a  witnefs  to  the  profligacy  of  his  uncle  Ford,  which  was 
nearly  enough  to  have  effaced  all  fuch  impreflions  frocti 
a  young  mind.  Having  not  then  feen,  as  we  now  do, 
ecclefiaftical  benefices  advertifcd  for  fale,  and  copfi- 
dcred  by  the  purchafer?  as  lay-fees;  nor  beheld  many  of 
the  beneficed  clergy  abandoning  the.  duties  of  the  cle- 
rical function  to  the  loweft  of  their  order,  tbemfelves 
becoming  gentlemen  at  large,  mixing  in  all  public 
recreations  and  amufements  f ,  neglcfting  their  ftudies 

•  Adornat4  parcntibus  xnenfa,  recito  confecrationem :  dcind« 
prandentibus  miniftro,  donee  jubeor  ct  ipic  prandium  fumere. 

t  While  this  is  the  cafe,  there  can  be  very  little  hope  of  mending 
the  fitaation  of  the  inferior  clergy,  ^n  inpreafe  of  income  woul4 
raife  them  to  a  comiition  of  employing  fubfli^iites  whom  iftere  ne- 
ccffity  would  compel  to  the  performai^ce  of  their  d^ty,  and  thefe 
would  have  the  fame  reafon  to  complain  as  thofe  who  at  prcfent  af  e 
the  obje£b  of  our  companion.  In  a  word,  were  the  gradations  of 
the  clergy  to  be  multifJied,  the  moft  eifential  offices  of  their  fan6lion 
•otiid  continue,  as  djey  Q9W  *rc,  to  be  th^  employment  of  the  loweft 
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for  cards,  preaching  the  fermons  of  others,  and  af. 
fefting,  in  many  particulars  of  their  drefs,  the  garb 
of  the  laity,  in  difobedience  to  the  canon  which  en- 
joins decency  of  apparel  to  minifters  * :  I  fay,  not 
having  been  a  witnefs  to  thefe  late  refinements  in 
manners,  he,  notwithftanding  the  ferocity  of  his 
temper,  reverenced  the  clergy  as  a  body  of  men, 
who  have  been  the  greateft  improvers  of  learning, 
and  to  whom  mankind  have  the  higheft  obligations  j 
but  lamented  that  the  race  was  nearly  extinft. 

As  Johnfon*s  (lay  at  the  univerfity  was  not  long 
enough  for  him  to  complete  his  ftudies,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that  at  his  return  to, Lichfield,  he  devoted 
•  his  time  to  the  improvement  of  them,  and  that  having 
no  call  from  tlience,  he  continued  there  till  the  death 
of  his  father,  which,  as  he  has  noted  it,  was  in  the 
month  of  December,  173 1. 

Being  thus  bereft  of  the  little  fupport  his  father  wa.5 
able  to  afford  him,  and  having,  not  only  a  profeflion, 
but  the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  feek,  he,  in  the  month 
of  March  1731,  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  the  office 
of  under-mafter  or  ulher  of  a  free  grammar- fchool, 
at  Market-Bofworth  in  Leicefterlhire,  founded  and 
endowed  by  Sir  Wolftan  Dixie,  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don in  1586,  the  upper  mafter  whereof  was  the  reve- 
rend Anthony  Blackwall,  the  author  of  a  well-knowri 
book  on  the  facred  claffics.  The  patron  of  this  femi- 
nary  was  Sir  Wolftan  Dixie,  baronet,  a  defcendant  of 
the  original  founder ;  and  the  endowment  being  very 
fm^U,  Johnfon's  refidence  was  in  the  manfion-hoyfe  of 
Sir  Wolftan  adjacent  thereto ;  but  the  treatment  he 
received  from  this  perfon,  who,  in  the  pride  of  wealth, 
-  (hewed  no  regard  for  learning  or  parts,  nor  refpe<£^eA 

•  The  74th,  of  1603. 
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toy  Txmn  ior  Ins  mendS  endowmems>  wa^  fuch  that, 
preferring  the  chance  of  the  wide  world  to  his  patro*- 
nage,  Johnfon,  in  the  month  of  July,  in  the  fame  year 
in  whipli  >he  went  to  Bofwbrth,  refigned  his  office,  and 
look  l»ye  of  a  place,  which  he  could  never  after  ipeak 
of  but  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  diflike,  and  even  of  ab- 
horrence. 

By  the  middle  of  June,  in  the  year  1732,  he  was 
nble  to  efttmate  that  (lender  pittahce  which  devolved  to 
liim  v^xu)  the  deceafe  of  his  father;  the  amount  whereof 
I  find  afcertained  by  a  memorandum  in  his  diary,  which, 
ds  it  is  dcfcriptive  of  his  circumftances  at  the  time,  I 
here  tranflate,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  have  in^ 
fcrted  verbatim. 

173a,  June  15, 1  laid  by  eleven  guineas ;  on  which 
day  I  received  all  of  my  father's  eflfefts  which  I  can 
hope  for  till  the  death  of  my  mother,  (which  I  pray 
may  be  late),  that  is  to  fay,  twenty  pounds ;  fo  that  I 
have  my  fortune  to  make,  and  care  muft  be  taken, 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  powers  of  my  mind  may 
not  grow  languid  through  poverty,  nor  want  drive  me 
into  wickednefs** 

In  the  month  of  June  in  the  following  year,  17339 
I  find  him  refident  in  the  hqufe  of  a  perfon  named 
Jarvis,  at  Birmingham,  where,  as  he  has  noted  in  his 
diary,  he  rendered  into  Englifli  from  the  French,  a 
voyage  to  Abyflinia,  which  has  fince  appeared  to  be 
that  of  P4dre  Jerome  Lobo,  a  Portugqefc  Jefuit,  with 

•  *  i732»  Junii  15,  Undecixn  aureos  depofui,  quo  die  quicquid 
^  ante  matris  fnnus,  (quod  ferum  iit  precor),  de  paternis  bonis 
^  fperare  licet^  viginti  fcilicet  libras,  accepi.  Ufqae  adeo  mihi  znea 
^  fbrtuna  fingenda  eft  interea,  ne  paupertate  vires  animi  languef-r 
'  fant,  ne  in  fla|;itia  egeilas  adigat^  cavendum. 

C^     ^  Ihe 
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the  additions  of  Monf.  TAbbc  Le  Grand,  very 
curious  and  entertaining,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
character : 

It  contains  a  narration  of  the  endeavours  of  a  com- 
pany of  miflionarics  of  the  author's  country  to  unite 
the  Abyffins  to  the  church  of  Rome.  It  was  tranfla- 
ted  from  the  original  Portugucfe  into  French  by  TAbbc 
Le  Grand,  who,  as  Lobo  had  extended  it  no  farther  than 
his  own  concern  in  the  miifion,  continued  it  down  to 
the  time  when  the  Jefuits  were  finally  driven  out  of 
JEthiopia,  with  the.  addition  of  fifteen  differtations  on 
fubjedb  relating  to  the  hiftory,  antiquities,  government, 
religion,  manners,  and  natural  hiftory  of  Abyffinia,  and 
other  countries  mentioned  by  the  original  author. 

The  preface,  which  bears  ftronger  marks  of  John- 
lbn*s  hand  than  any  part  of  the  work,  is  calculated  to . 
attraft  attention  and  credit:  it  commends  the  unafFeft- 
cd  fimplicity  of  the  original  narrative,  and  the  learn- 
ing of  M.  Le  Grand ;  it  acknowledges  the  omiffions 
and  deviations  which  the  tranflator  thought  it  prudent 
to  make,  and  it  apologizes  for  any  dcfefts  that  may 
be  difcovered.  Johnfon's  difquifitive  propenfityjuft 
dawns  in  an  obfervation  on  the  erroneous  method  of 
the  Roman  church,  in  making  converts  5  but  there  is  ^ 
nothing  ftriking  in  the  compofition. 

Were  we  to  reft  our  judgment  on  internal  evidence, 
Johnfon's  claim  to  the  title  of  tranflator  of  this  work 
would  be  difputable  i  it  has  fcarce  a  feature  refembling 
him :  the  language  is  as  fimple  and  unornamented  as 
John  Bunyan'sj  the  ftyle  is  far  from  elegant,  and 
fometimcs  it  is  not  even  correft.  Thefe  circumftan- 
ccs,  together  with  frequeht  miftakes  and  various 
orthography,  would  almoft  ftagger  our  belief,  but 

1 1  that 
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diat  wc  have  the  authority  of  Johnfon  himfdf  to  rely 
on,  who  often  acknowledged  it  for  his  own« 

As  this  voyage  to  Abyffinia,  notwithfbnding  the 
country  and  manners  it  defcribcs  are  wonderful  and 
interefting,  has  not  been  fo  much  noticed  as  Johnfon*s 
later  and  original  produdions,  it  may  not  be  thought 
impertinent  to  give  the  outline  of  the  relation. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century, 
the  then  reigning  emperor  of  Abyffinia,  for  confidcra- 
tioBB  that  favoured  more  of  good  policy  than  of  religi- 
on, became  a  convert  to  the  church  of  Rome :  many  of 
his  lubjefts  had  followed  his  example  ;  and  the  miffi* 
onaries  already  in  the  country  were  in  want  of  co-ad- 
jutors  to  extend  their  progrefs.  Padre  Jerome  Lobo, 
who  was  then  employed  in  the  Eaft-Indian  miffion  at 
Goa,  was  one  deputed  to  this  entcrprife,  which,  at 
lengdi,{MX)ved  too  much  for  Romiih  zeal  and  Jefuitical 
dexterity. 

Wich  much  difficulty  he  and  his  companions  reach- 
ed and  got  footing  in  the  empire,  where  they  had  to 
endure  a  climate  rendered  by  exceffive  heats  and  rains 
peftiferous,  and  to  engage  in  perilous  journies  acrols 
deiarts  infcfted  by  banditti,  in  perpetual  fear  of  them 
and  of  wildbeaib,  the  tokens  of  whofe  depredations 
mariced  their  way.  When  they  arrived  at  the  habita- 
tions of  the  people,  their  dangers  were  changed,  but 
not  diminiflied;  fometimes  they  could  not  obtain 
provifions,  and  at  others,  were  confined  to  their  houfes 
by  die  dread  of  aflaffination.  Thofe  who  were  to  be 
thdr  diJCfpks,  profefled,  it  is  true,  a  fuperftitious 
religion,  in  fome  parts  Judaical,  in  many  others  re- 
fanUing  that  of  the  chiarchof  Rome  -,  but  it  had  had 
lit^e  effeft  on  their  mif*ds :  moral  virtues  they  had 

C  4  fcarcely 
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fcarccljrany;  in  focial  afFcfliions  they  were  miferablf 
deficient,  and  their  approaches  to  civilization  and  ele- 
gance were  on  a  level  with  thofe  of  their  ibuchern 
neighbours  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  labour  and  patience  produced  in  time^  a  hope 
diat  the  nniflion  would  not  be  fruitlefs :  the  number  of 
their  profclytes  was,  at  one  period,  fo  great,  that  the 
corporal  ftrength  of  the  fathers  was  exhauftcd  in 
the  exhortations  previous  to  baptifm.    ^  We  erefted 

*  our  tent,*  fays  Lobo,  *  and  placed  our  altar  under 

*  fome  great  trees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  (hade ;  and 

*  every  day  before  fun-rifing,  my  companion  and  I 

*  began  to  catechife  and  inftruft  thefe  new  catholics, 

*  and  ufed  our  utmoft  endeavours  to   make  them 

*  abjure  their  errors.    When  we  were  weary  with 

*  (peaking,  we  placed  in  ranks  thofe  who  were  fuffi- 

*  ciently  inftrufted,  and  pafling  through  them  with 

*  great  vtffkh  of  water,  baptized  them  according  to 

*  the  form  prefcribed  by  the  church.  As  their  num- 
'  ber  was  very  great,  we  cried   aloud — tbofe  of  this 

*  rank  are  named  Anthony — thoje  of  that  rank  Peter  ;— 
'  and  did  the  fame  among  the  women,  whom  we  (e- 
'  parated  from  among  the  men.  We  then  confe(red 
^  them,  and  admitted  them  to  the  communion.    After 

*  mafs  we  applied  ourfelves  again  to  catechife,  to  in- 
^  ftruft,  and  receive  the  renunciation  of  their  errors, 

*  fcarce  allowing  ourfelves  time  to  make  a  fcanty  nrieal, 

*  which  we  never  did  rhore  than  once  a  day.* 

Zeal  equal  to  this,  and  rifing  in  proportion  to  the 
oppofition  it  met  with,  did  thefe  pious  fathers  exercife 
during  nine  years  that  they  remained  in  Abyllinia. 
Their  fuccefs  was  various  and  fludhiating ;  fometimes 
it  gave  them  ground  to  hope  that  all  would  be  con- 

.  verted. 
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ytrtcd,  and  fometimcs  their  patrons  and  profelytes 
became  their  moft  inveterate  perfecutors:  their  hard- 
ihips  were  increafcd  by  civil  commotions^  and  all  their 
expeftations  were  clouded  by  the  death  of  the  Empe- 
tor,  whofe  fucceflbrwas  a  bigot  in  the  religion  of  the 
country.  They  then  put  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  prince,  who  had  emancipated  himfelf  from 
the  power  of  Abyfllnia,  and  thought,  that  as  he  had 
afforded  them  fuccour,  they  Ihould  be  fafe  in  his  domi* 
nions  j  but  they  were  foon  convinced  of  their  error,  by 
receiving  orders  to  prepare  to  fervc,  or  in  other 
words  become  flaves  to  the  Turks: — ^a  meflage/ 
fays  Lobo,  *  which  filled  us  withfurprife;  it  having 

*  never  been  known  that  one  of  thefe  lords  had 
'  ever  abandoned  any  whom  he  had  taken  under  his 

*  proteftion ;  and  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the 

*  highefl:  points  of  honour  anriongfl:  them,  to  rifquc 

*  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  in  the  defence  of  their 
^  dependents  who  have   implored  their  protection: 

*  but  neither  law  nor  juftice  were  of  any  advantage 
^  to  us,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  were  doomed 

*  to  be  broken  when  they  would  have  contributed  to 

*  our  fecurity/ 

From  M.  Le  Grand's  informadon  it  appears,  that 
the  condyd  of  thefe  miffionaries  in  Abylfinia  had  been 
fuch  a$  tended  rather  to  exaiperate  than  conciliate : 
they  coniidered  themfelves,  not  only  figuratively,  as 
the  generals  of  Chrift's  church  militant,  and  propa- 
gated their  faith  by  meafures  that  rendered  them  and 
their  doArine  odious.  The  peace  of  the  country  and 
their  refidence  in  it  were  become  mcompatible:  they 
were  accordingly  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  5  and  experienced,  from  a  litdc  troop  fent  tp 
convoy  thcm^  greater  humanity  dun  the  Abyfilns  had 

ihewn. 
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jhewn  them:  at  Suaqnem,  an  iiland  in  the  Red  Sea^ 
terms  of  ranlbm  were  piopded  ta  them,  idiich> 
diough  exorbitant^  they  were  forced  to  accept ;  and> 
after  funnountmg  many  obftacles  and  perils,  that  part 
of  the  nuflioa  with  whichLobo  was  engaged,  returned 
toGoa. 

The  revenge,  which  it  was  reported  in  Abyflinia, 
die  court  of  Portugal  meditated,  rendered  a  people 
naturally  inhuman,  ferocious  :  the  remaining  mifllon- 
aries  experienced  ftill  harder  fate  than  Lobo  and  hit 
companions ;  many  were  put  to  death,  and  the  whc^ 
fraternity  (6  con^letdy  extirpated,  that,  after  many 
efforts,  all  attempts  to  make  a  catholic  people  of  the 
Abyflins  were  abandoned,  as  diimerical  and  kn* 
practicable. 

The  diflertations  at  the  end  of  diis  work,  and 
which  Johnibn  feems  to  eftimaue  highly,  contain  va- 
riety of  information  and  controverfial  learning,  par- 
ticularly refpe6ting  the  difference  between  the  church 
that  ient  the  miffioh,  and  that  which  received  it,  and 
point  out  very  clearly  the  inutility  of  endeavours 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  Jefoits. 

Having  completed  this  tranflation,  which  I  con- 
je£hire  he  was  paid  for  by  fome  bookieller  <^Birmtng- 
fcam,  who  publidied  it  in  an  o6tavo  volume,  Johnfbn, 
in  February  1733-4,  left  that  place,  and  retumcd  to 
L.ich(ieUl,  from  whence,  in  the  mcmth  of  Auguft  fol- 
lowing, he  iflfued  a  propofal,  folicitkig  a  fobicription 
to  an  edition  of  P(ditian's  Poents  *,  with  this  dde, 
'  Angdi  Fdiitiani  Poemau  Latina,  quibus  nocas,  cun) 

•  The  propofal  nodfies,  that  fiibfcdptsons  ivould  be  taken  hx 
l>y  N.  {Nathanael]  Johnfgn^  who  had  focceeded  to  his  father'4 
lm£nefs. 

*  Hiftorii 
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*  Hifioria  Lsdnae  Poefeos  a  Pecrarchas  a^vo  ad  Poli« 
<  tiaoi  tcmpora  dedufta,  et  Vita  Politiani  fiilius  qdim 
^  antehac  enarrata^  addidit  Sam«  Johnlbn/  Th«  book 
was  to  be  contained  and  printed  in  thirty  oftavo  fheets^ 
and  delivered  2/i  the  price  of  five  (hillings  $  but  nor 
meeting  with  flifficientencouragemeAtj  Johnibn  drop- 
ped the  defign. 

From  the  above  particulars  it  evidendy  appears, 
that  he  had  entertained  a  refolution  to  depend  fin*  a 
livelihood  upon  what  he  ihould  be  able,  either  in  die 
way  of  original  compolition,  or  tranflation,  or  in  edit-- 
ing  the  works  of  celebrated  authors,  to  procure  by 
his  ftudies,  and>  in  fhort,  to  become  an  author  by 
piofeifion ;  an  occupation,  which,  though  it  may,  ia 
fome  views  of  it,  be  deemed  mercenary,  as  adapting 
itfelf  to  particular  occafions  and  conjun&ures,  nay,  to 
the  interefts,  paffions  and  prejudices,  and  even  hu* 
moursof  mankind,  has  yet  fome  illuftrious  examples, 
at  leaft  in  our  times^  to  juftify  it*  It  is  true,  that  many 
perfons  diftinguiih  between  thofe  writings  which  are 
the  efibft  of  a  natural  impulfe  of  genius,  and  thofe 
odier  that  owe  their  exigence  to  interefted  motives, 
and,  being  the  offspring  of  another  parent,  may,  in 
fome  fenfe,  be  laid  to  be  illegitimate  j  but,  Johnfon  . 
knew  of  no  fuch  diftinfkion,  and  would  never  acqui- 
efce  in  it  when  made  by  others :  on  the  contrary,  I 
have,  more  than  once,  heard  him  affert,  that  he  knew 
of  no  genuine  motive  for  wridng,  other  than  ne- 
cefHty. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  his  defign,  he,  in  the 

year,  1734,  made  .a  tender  of  alTiftance  to  Cave,  die 

editor,  printer,   and  publifher  of  the   Genderaan's 

Magazme  f  a  man  of  whom  I  ihali  hereafter  have 

3  frequent 
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frequent  occafion  to  fpeak.  The  letter  of  Johnfbn 
CO  Cave,  on  this  occafion,  is  yet  extant^  and  is  here 
given  as  a  literary  curiofity : 

*  Sir,  Nov.  25,  1734. 

*  As  you  appear  np  lefs  fenfible.  than  your  readers, 

*  of  the  defeftofyour  poetical  article,  you  will  not  be 

*  diipleafed,  if,  in  order  to  the  improvement  of  it,  I 

*  communicate  to  you  thcfentimentsofa  perfon,who 

*  will  undertake!  on  reafonable  terms,  fometimes  to 

*  fill  a  column. 

*  His  opinion  is,  that  the  public  would  not  give  you 

*  a  bad  reception,  if,  befide  the  current  wit  of  the 

*  month,  which  a  critical  examination  would  generally 

*  reduce  to  a  narrow  compafs,  you  admitted,  not 
y         *  only  poems,  infcriptions,  &c.  never   printed  be- 

*  fore,  which    he  will  fometimes  fupply  you  with, 

*  but  likewife  fhort  literary  differtations  in  Latin  or 

*  Englifh,  critical  remarks  on  authors  ancient  or  mo- 

*  dern,  forgotten  poems  that  deferve  revival,  or  loofe 

*  pieces,  like  Floyer's,  worth  preferving.     By  this 

*  method,  your  Literary  Article,  for  fo  it  might  be 

*  called,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to 

*  the  public,  than  by  low  jefts,  aukward  buffoonery, 
«  or  the  dull  fcurrilities  of  either  party. 

*  If  fuch  a  correfpondence  will  be  agreeable  to  you, 

*  be  pleafed  to  infomi  me,  in  two  pofts,  what  the  con- 
«  ditions  are  on  which  you  fhall  expeft  it.     Your  late 

*  ofier  ♦  gives  me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  generofity. 

*  If  you  engage  in  any  literary  projefts  befidcs  this 

•  A  prize  of  fifty  pounds  for  the  bcft  poem  ^  on  Life,  Death, 
Judgment,  Heaven  and  HWl.* 

paper^ 
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*  paper>  I  have  other  dcfigns  to  impart,  if  I  could  be 

*  fecure  from  having  others  reap  the  advantage  of 

*  what  I  fliould  hint. 

*  Your  letter,  by  being  direfted  to  S.  Smith,  to  be 

*  left  at  the  CaiUe  in  Birmingham,  Warwicklhire,  will 
'  reach 

'  Your  humble  fervant.*  * 

To  this  letter  Cave  returned  an  anfwer,  dated  ad 
December  following,  wherein  he  accepted  the  fervices 
of  Johnfon,  and  retained  him  as  a  correfpondent  and 
a  contributor  to  his  Magazine. 

This  correlpondence  exhibits  a  view  of  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  in  its  rudiments,  and  may  excite  a  . 
curiofity  in  the  patrons  thereof,  to  trace  back  to  its 
origin  the  publication  of  a  mifcellany,  the  fame  where- 
of has  extended  itfelf  to  the  moft  remote  pants  of  the 
literary' world.  Hiftories  of  the  learned  men  of  mo- 
dem times,  and  fhort  abridgments  of  their  works,  as 
alfo  fuch  pieces  as  for  their  brevity  required  fomc 
vehicle  to  convey  them  to  pofterity,  it  has  been  the 
praftice  of  foreign  countries,  in  their  memoirs,  and  of 
oniverfidesand  academies,  in  their  afts  andtranfaftions, 
to  give.  The  hiftorical  and  memorable  diurnal  events 
of  the  palling  times,  have  alfo  been  recorded  in  publi- 
cations varioufly  denominated,  particularly,  in  a  work, 
entided  the  Polidcal  State  of  Great  Britain,  begin- 
ning with  the  year  171 1,  and  compiled  by  the  well 
known  Abel  Boyer.  In  this  are  contained  debates 
and  (peeches  in  parliament  -,  and  alfo,  abftrafts  of  po- 

•  This  letter,  and  Cavers  anfwer  to  it,  may  fcrve  to  refute  an 
aiertioB  in  an  anonymous  account  of  Johnfon's  life,  that  he  was  in- 
troduced to'tbe  acquaintance  of  Cave  by  Savage. 
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Kticd  pamphlets ;  but  of  a  work  that  fliould  com^ 
{Mreheml  intelligence  of  bodi  thefe  kinds^  we  know 
of  no  exemplar  in  this  country^  earlier  than  die  year 
1716,  when  an  efiay  towards  fuch  a  one  was  made 
m  the  publication  of  a  book,  entitled  The  Hiftorical 
Regifter,  containing,  an  impartial  relation  of  all  tranf-* 
a^ons  foreign  and  domeftic,  by  a  body  of  men, 
from  whom  few  would  have  expefted  any  thing  of  the 
kind.  In  fhort,  the  editors  of  the  Hiftorical  Regifter, 
were  the  members  of  a  Ibciety,  afibciated  about  the 
year  above-mentioned,  for  the  purpofe  of  infurancc 
from  fire,  which,  from  the  badge  aflumed  by  theo^ 
obtained  the  denomination  of  the  Sun*fii^*Office,  and 
is  ftill  fubfifking  in  a  flourilhing  ftate.  One  of  the 
man^ng  perfons  in  this  fociety,  was,  if  myinfonm^ 
don  mifleads  me  not,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Fovey, 
who,  by  die  way,  was  a  great  improver  of  that  ufeflil 
projeft,  the  Penny  Poft,*  and  died  within  my  memory; 
Having  a  fcheming  head,  a  piaufible  tongue,  and  a 
ready  pen,  he  prevailed  on  his  fellow-members  to  un- 
dertake the  above  publication,  foreign  as  it  was  to 
the  nature  of  their  inftitution.  In  Strype's  continuation 
of  Stow's  Survey,  I  find  the  ibUowing  article  refpeA* 
ing  diis  feciety :  ^  All  petfons  taking  out  policies  for 

*  iniurance,  muft  pay  two  Ihillings  and  fix-^nce  per 
'  quarter  -,  and,  befides  their  infurance,  ihall  have  a 

*  book,  called  the  Hiftorical  Regifter^left  every  quarter 

*  at  their  houfe/ 

The  Hiftorical  Regifter  gave  alio  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament :  the  firft  volume  contains 

^  The  origuud  inventor  thereof  wat  one  Mr.  Dockwn*  a  cid- 
ttn  of  fuch  eminence,  that  he  fiood  for  the  office  of  Chambedaiaj 
againil  Sir  Wm.  Fazakerley. 
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tbc  Qicechcs  ia  both  houfes,  on  the  debate  on  the 
Scptennud  Bilt;  but,  fo  great  i&  the  caution  obferved 
ill  drawing  them  u]>,  that  none  of  thofe  in  the  Houfe 
of  IjOFds  are  appropriated^  otherwife^  than  by  fuch 
words  1SU&  thefe :  ^  A  QobkDuke  ftood  tip>  and  faid/ 
*  This  Ipeech  wasaafwered  by  a  Nc^thera  Peer^'  and 
other  fuch  vague  deligaations.  In  thoie  in  the  Houlc 
of  Conunons,  the  names  of  the  ipeakers>  Mr.  Shq:{)eei9 
Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and  others  aregjU 
ven,  without  any  artifices  of  concealment. 

Ttus.  publication  was  continued  to  the  year  1737, 
indufive,  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fuper* 
feded  by  the  Gentleman's  Magazine^  ^^uch  was  then 
lifing  very  fail  in  its  reputation. 

From  the  Hiftorical  Regifter  the  hint  was  taken,  of 
z  publication^  entitled  The  Grub-fbreec  Journal^^ 
whrchj  befides  a  brief  account  of  public  occurrences, 
confcaioed  criticifms  and  cenfures  of  dull  and  profane 

^  Mention  ii  often  made>  in  tbe  Dvnciad  and  other  waclderm 
books,  of  Grub-fbeet  writers  and  Grub-fbeet  publications^  bat  the 
terms  are  little  nnderftood:  the  following  hifbrical  h£i  will  explain 
t&em :  Dsring  the  nfapation,  a  prodigioos  nmnber  of  iedidons 
and  HbeUovs  pamphlets  and  papers,  tending  ta  exa%evate  the  peoi* 
|)le»  and  eacrcaie  the  confoAon  in  which  the  nation  yns  inrolwd, 
were  from  time  to  time  pttblifked.  The  anthors  of  thefe.  were»  itir 
the  moSt  part,  men  whofe  indigent  circumftances  compelled  them 
to  lire  in  the  fiibarbs  and  mofl  obTcure  parts  of  the  town  ;  Gmb- 
llreet  then  abomided  with  mean  and  old  honfes,  which  were  let  out 
in  lodging  at  low  rents,  to  perTons  of  this  deferiptioa,  whoTe  occu* 
pation  was  the  pabbihing  anonymous  treafbn  and  flander.  One 
of  the  ori^nal  inhabitants  of  this  ftreet  was  Fox  the  Martyrologi^ 
who,  during  his  abode  there,  wrote  his  ACts  and  Monuments.  It 
was  alfi)  rendered  famous  by  having  been  the  dwelling-place  of  Mr* 
Henty  Welby,  a  gentknuui  of  whom  it  is  lebttedin  apriated  nar* 
rative  that  he  lived  there  finrty  years  without  being  feen  of  aay. 
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or  immoral  books  and  pamphlets,  as  alfo,  original 
cflays  and  letters  to  the  editors.  The  chief  conduAors 
of  it,  were,  Dr.  John  Martyn,  then  a  young  phyfician, 
afterwards  profeflbr  of  botany  in  thfe  univerfity  of  Cam* 
bridge,  and  Dr.  Ruflel,  alfo  a  phyfician;  the  former  af- 
ilimed  the  name  Bavius,  and  the  latter  Maevius.  Its  firft 
publication  was  in  January,  1730,  and  it  meeting  with 
encouragement,  Cave  projefted  an  improvement  there- 
on in  a  pamphlet  of  his  own,  and  in  the  following  year 
gave  to  the  world  the  firft  number  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  with  a  notification  that  the  fame  would 
be  continued  monthly,  incurring  thereby  a  charge  of 
plagiarifin,  which,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  confefTed  it, 
we  may  fuppofe  he  did  not  look  upon  as  criminal  *. 

Johnlbn  had  not  by  his  letter,  herein  before  inferted, 
fo  attached  himfelf  to  Cave,  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  to 
enter  into  a  doier  engagement  with  any  other  perfon : 
he,  therefore,  in  1736,  made  overtures  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Budworth,  then  mafter  of  the  grammar  fchool 
at  Brcrcwood,  in  StjSfofdlhire,  and  who  had  been 
bred  under  Mr.  Blackwall,  at  Market  Bofworth,  to 
become  his  affiftant;  but  Mr.  Budworth  thought  him* 
felf  under  a  necefiity  of  declining  them,  from  an  ap- 
preheniloa  that  thofe  convulfive  motions  to  which 
Johnfon  through  life  was  fubjeft,  might  render  him 
an  objeft  of  imitation,  and  pofTibly  of  ridicule,  with  his 
pupils. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in  a  preceding  page, 
Johnibn  is  faid  to  have  refided  for  fome  months,  in 
the  year   1734,   in  the  houfe  of  a  perfon   named 

*  Meaioirs  of  the  fodety  of  Gmb-Hreet.  Pre&ce,  page  xiL 
etfec[c[. 
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Janris,  at  Birmingham.    To  this  circumftance,  by  a 
jconjcdure  not  improbable,  may  be  referred  an  impor- 
tant event  of  his  life.  At  that  time  there  dwelt  at  Bir- 
mingham a  widow,  the  relift  of  Mr.  Porter  a  mercer, 
vho  dying,  left  her,  if  not  well  jointured,  fo  provided 
for,  as  made  a  match  with  her  to  a  man  in  Johnfon's 
circumftances  defirable:  report  fays,  fhe  was  rather 
•advanced  in  years ;  it  is  certain  that  flie  had  a  fon  and 
daughter  grown  up ;  the  former  was  in  the  laft  war  a 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  his  filler,  lately  dead,  inherited 
from  him  a  handfome  fortune,  acquired  in  the  courfe 
of  a  long  fervice.  Of  her  perfonal  charms  little  can  now 
be  remembered:  Johnfon  has  celebrated  them  in  an  in- 
-fcription  on  her  tomb  at  Bromley;  but,  confidering  his 
infirmity,  and  admitting  the  truth  of  a  confeflfion,  faid 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  that  he  never  faw  *  the 
*  human  face  divine,'  it  may  be  queftioned,  whether 
himfclf  was  ever  an  eye-witnefs  to  them.     The  in- 
Icription  further  declares  her  to  have  been  of  the 
family  of  Jarvis,  and  gives  colour  to  a  fuppofition 
that  fhe  was  either  a  filter  or  other  relation  of  the 
Jarvis  above-mentioned. 

With  this  perfon  he  married,  his  age  being  then 
tboMt  twenty -feven.  Her  fortune,  which  is  conjedlured 
to  have  been  about  eight  hundred  pounds,  placed  him 
in  a  date  of  affluence^  to  which  before  he  had  been  a 
ftranger.  He  was  not  fb  imprudent  as  to  think  it 
an  inexhauftable  mine ;  on  the  contrary,  he  refieded 
en  the  means  of  improving  it.  His  acquifitions  at 
fchool  and  at  the  univerfity,  and  the  improvement 
he  had  made  of  his  tilents  in  the  ftudy  of  the  French 
and  Italian  languages,  qualified  him,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  for  an  inftruftor  of  youth  in  tlaffical  litera- 
VoL.L  D  turc; 
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tufc ;  and  the  reputation  of  his  father,  and  the  Cort-» 
neAions  he  Kad  formed  in  and  about  Lichfield^ 
pointed  out  to  him  a  fair  prolpefl:  of  fucdceding  iA 
that  ufeful  profeffion* 

There  dwelt  in  the  above-mentioned  citv,  a  very* 
refpcftable  gentleman,  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley,  regifter 
of  the  ecxlefiaftical  court  of  the  bifhop  thereof,  to 
whofe  hogfe,  in  his  fchool  and  alfo  in  his  univerfitjr 
vacations,  Johnfon  was  a  welcome  gueft :  the  fame 
perfon  was  alfo  a  friend  of  captain  Garrick,  who  had 
tor  fome  time  been  rcfident  at  Lichfield,  and,  by  con- 
fcquence,  of  Mr.  David  Garrick,  his  fon.  His  cha** 
rafter  is  fowell  pourtrayed  by  Johnfon,  and  reprefenti 
ia  fuch  lively  colours  his  friendfhip  for  him,  that  it 
would  be  injuftice  to  omit  the  infertion  of  it,  as  given 
in  the  life  of  Edmund  Smiths  :— 

*  Of  Gilbert  WalmOey,  thus  prefented  to  my  mind, 

*  let  m^  indulge  myfelf  in  the  remembrance,   I  knew 

*  him  very  early  i  he  was  one  of  the  firft  friends  that 

*  literature  procured  me ;  and,  I  hope  that,  at  leaft, 

*  my  gratitude  made  me  worthy  of  his  notice* 

*  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only  not 

*  a  boy;  yet,  he  never  received  my  notions  withcon-> 
«  tempt.  He  was  a  whig,  with  all  the  virulence  and 
«  malevolence  of  his  party  j  yet  difference  of  opinion 
<  did  not  keep  us  apart :  I  honoured  him,  and  he  en* 

*  dured  me. 

*  He  had  mingled  with  the  gay  world,  without 

*  exemption  from  its  vices  or  its  follies,  but  had  n«-» 

*  ver  neglefted  the  cultivation  of  his  mind  f  his  belief 

*  of  revelation  was  unlhaken ;  his  learning  preferved 
'  his  principles;  he   grew  firfi:  regular,  and   thca 

*  pious. 
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^  His  ftudies  had  been  fo  various,  that  I  am  not  able 
^  to  luune  anumof  equal  knowledge.    His  acquain- 

*  tance  with  books  was  great,  and  what  he  did  not 
'  immediately  know,  he  could  at  leaft  tell  where  tQ 

*  find.  Such  was  his  amplitude  of  learning,  and  fuch 
'  his  copiouihefs  of  communication,  that  it  may  be 
'  doubted  whether  a  day  now  pafles,  in  which  I  have 

*  not  fome  advantage  from  his  friendihip. 

'  At  this  nian's  table  I  enjoyed  many  chearful  and 
'  inilru£tive  hours,  with  companions,  fuch  as  are  not 
'  often  found  ;  with  one  who  has  lengthened,  and  one 
^  who  has  gladdened  life ;  with  Dr.  James,  whofc 
^  fkill  in  phyfic  will  be  long  remembered ;  and  with 

*  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified  with 
'  this  charader  of  our  common  friend  :  but  what  are 
'  the  hopes  of  nun !  I  am  difappointed  by  that  flroke 
'  of  death,  which  has  eclipfed  the  gaiety  <^  nations^ 
'  and  impoveriihed  the  public  ftock  o£  ^  harmlefs 
'  pleafure.* 

The  benevolent  perfon,  fb  gratefully  remembered 
in  the  above  encomium,  knowing  the  abilities  of 
Johoibn,  encouraged  him  in  his  defign  of  becoming 
a  teacher  of  literature :  he  fuggefled  to  him  the  taking 
a  large  houfe,  fituate  in  a  place  adjacent  to  Lichfield ; 
which,  however  the  name  of  it  be  fpelt,  the  common 
people  call  Edjal :  thither  Johnfon  went,  and  with  him 
young  Garrick,  who,  though  he  had  been  educated  in 
Lichfield  fchool,  and  was  then  near  eighteen  years  old, 
having  been  diverted  in  the  courfe  of  his  fludies  by  a 
call  to  Lifbon,  ftood  in  need  of  improvement  in  the 
Latin  and  French  languages. 

The  placing  Garrick  under  the  tuition  of  Johnfon, 
was  an  aft  of  Mr.  WalmQey's^  and  refembles  that 
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t}olidc  device  of  country  houfe- wives,  the  placing  6ne 
egg  in  the  neft  of  a  hen  to  induce  her  to  lay  more  :  it 
fuccecdcd  fo  far,  as  to  draw  from  the  families  of  the 
neighbouring  gentry  a  few  pupils,  and  among  the 
reft,  a  fon  of  Mr.  Offley,  of  StafFordfhire  ;  a  name, 
that  for  centuries  paft,  may  be  traced  in  the  hiftory  and 
records  of  tliat  county*  But>  fo  adverfe  were  his 
fortunes  in  this  early  period,  that  this  well-planned 
fcheme  of  a  fettlement  difappointed  the  hopes  of 
Johnfon  and  his  friends ;  for,  neither  his  own  abilities, 
nor  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Walmfley,  nor  the  exertions 
of  Mrs,  Johnfon  and  her  relations,  fucceeded  farther 
than  to  produce  an  acceffion  of  about  five  or  fix  pupils ; 
fo  that  his  number,  at  no  time,  exceeded  eight,  and  ot 
thofe  not  all  were  boarders. 

After  waiting  a  reafonable  time  in  hopes  of  more 
pupils,  Johnfon,  finding  they  came  in  but  flowly, 
had  recourfe  to  the  ufual  method  of  raifing  a  fchool. 
In  the  year,  1736,  he  advertifed  the  inftru6ling  young 
gentlemen  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  by  him- 
felf,  at  his  houfe,  defcribing  it  near  Lichfield.*  That 
this  notification  failed  of  its  end,  we  can  fcarce  wonder, 
if  we  refleft,  that  he  was  little  mori  than  twenty-fcven 
years  of  age  when  he  publiftied  it,  and  that  he  had 
not  the  vanity  to  profefs  teaching  all  fciences,  nor  the 
efirontery  of  thofe,  who,  in  thefe  more  modern  times, 
undertake,  in  private  boarding-fchools  to  qualify 
young  men  for  holy  orders. 

*  The  following  is  the  advcrtifcment  which  he  publifhed  upon 
the  occafion  :— '  At  Edial,  near  Lichfield,  in  Staffbrdflxire,  young 
•  gentlemen  are  boarded,  and  taught  the  Latin  and  Greek  language^ 
'by  Samuel  Johnson.*  Vide  Gent.  Mag. for  1736,  Page 418. 
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By  means  of  a  paper  which  I  have  now  before  me, 
I  am  able  to  furnilh,  what  I  take  to  have  been  his  me- 
thod or  plan  of  inftitution ;  and,  as  it  may  be  deemed 
a  curiofity,  and  may  ferve  the  purpofe  of  future  in* 
ftruftors  of  youth,  I  here  infert  it : 

When  the  introduftion  or  formation  of  nouns  and 
verbs  is  perfeftly  mattered,  the  pupils  lear^ 

Cordcrius,  by  Mr.  Clarke ;  beginning  at  the  fame 
time  to  tranflate  out  of  his  introduftion.  They  then 
proceed  to 

Erafmus,  reading  him  with  Clarke's  tranflation. 
Thcfc  books  form  the  firft  clafs, 
Clafs  II.  Read  Eutropius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or 
Juftin  with  the  tranQation.  The  firft  claft 
to  repeat  by  memory,  in  the  morning,  the 
rules  they  had  learned  before  s  and,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Latin  rules  of  the  noyns  and 
verbs.  They  are  alfo,  on  Thurfdays  and 
Saturdays  to  be  examined  in  the  rules  they 
have  learned. 

The  fecond  clafs  does  the  fame  while  in 
Eutropius ;  afterwards,  they  are  to  get  and 
repeat  the  irregular  nouns  and  verbs;  and 
alfo,  the  rules  for  making  and  fcanning 
verfes,  in  which  they  are  to  be  examined 
as  the  firft  clafs. 
Clafs  III.  Read  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  in  the  mom*' 
ing,  and  Caefar's  Commentaries  in  the 
afternoon.  Continue  the  Latin  rules  till 
they  are  perfeft  in  them.  Proceed  theij 
to  Leeds's  Greek  Grammar,  and  are  ex:» 
gmined  as  before. 
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They  then  proceed  4x)  Virgil,  beginning 
at  the  fame  time  to  compofe  themes  and 
verfes,*  and  learn  Greek,  and  from  thence 
pals  on  to  Horace,  Terence,  and  Salluft. 
The  Greek  authors  afterwards  read  are,  firft, 
thofe  in  the  Attic  dialed,  which  are  Cebes, 
^lian,  Lucian  by  Leeds,  and  Xenophon : 
next  Homtr  in  the  Ionic,     Theocritus 
Doric,  Euripides  Attic  and  Doric. 
From  two  letters,  firft  inferted  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  and  fince  iq  fundry  other  publications,  from 
Mr.  Walmfley  to  his  friend  the  reverend  Mr.  Collbn, 
«  mtithematician,  and,  in  his  later  years,  Lucafian 
IMofeflbr  at  Cambridge,  little  is  to  be  learnt  refpefting 
the  hiftory  of  Johnfon  and  Garrick,  at  this  period : 
i^e  one  wants  the  date  of  the  month,  the  other  that 
of  the  year ;  and  though,  in  the  order  of  their  pub- 
lication, the  one  immediately  follows  the  other,  there 
tnuft  have  been  fome  interval  between  the  times  of 
writing  the  firft  and  the  laft.     The  firft  is  dated  in 
1737,  and,  as  it  contains  a  recommendation  of  Gar- 
rick to  Mr.Colfon,  for  inftniftion  in  mathematics, 
philoic^hy,  and  human  learning,  leads  us  to  fuppofe, 
that  before  the  time  of-writingit,  Johnfon's  fcheme  of 
taking  in  boarders  had  proved  abortive.  *  The  latter, 
written  in  what  year  we  know  not,  and  infprted  below, 
iTcommends  both  Johnfon  and  Garrick  to  his  notice, 
ijie  former  as  a  good  fcholar  and  one  that  gave  hopes 

*  Johnfon  had  through  his  Ufe  a  propeniity  to  Latin^ompofitton ; 
he  Ihcwcd  it  very  early  at  fchool,  and  whfle  there  made  fome  Latin 
Terfes,  for  which  the  Earl  of  Berkihire,  who  was  a  good  fcholar,  and 
had  always  a  Horace  in  his  pocket,  gave  him  a  guinea. 
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of  cumiBgout  a  fine  Q-agedy* writer;  and,  we  are  from 
good  authority  aflured,  that  in  March,  in  the  year  laft 
above-^nentioned,  they,  on  horfe4>^ck,  arrived  in  tow*> 
together. 

'  Dear  Sir,  Lichficldi  March  2. 

*  I  had  the  favour  of   yours,  and  am  extremely 

*  obliged  to  you  j  but  cannot  fay,  I  had  a  greater 

*  afl^ion  for  you  upon  it,  than  I  had  before,  being 
'  long  fince  fo  much  endeared  to  you,  as  well  by  an 
'  early  friendfhip,  as  by  your  many  excellent  and  va- 
-*  lus^le  qualifications.     And,  had  I  a  fon  of  my  own, 

*  it  would  be  my  ambition,  inftead  of  fending  him  to 

*  the  unirerfity,  to  diipofe  of  him  as  diis  young  gc;n- 

*  denian  is, 

'  He  and  another  neighbour  of  nr^ine,  one  Mr.  S, 

*  Johnfbn,  fct  out  this  morning  for  London  togethej. 
'  Davy  Garrick  is  to  be   with  you  early  the  ne^ct 

*  week,  and  Mr.  Jahnfon  to  try  his  fate  with  a  tra- 

*  gcdy,  and  to  fee  to  get  himfelf  employed  in  fom« 

*  tranflation   either   from  the  Latin  or  the  French. 

*  Johnfon  is  a  very  good  fcholar  and  a  poet,  and,  I 

*  have  great  hopes,  will  turn  out  a*  fine  tragedy- 

*  writer*     If  it  Ihould  any  ways  lay  in   your  way, 

*  doubt  not  but  you  would  be  re^dy  to  recommend 
<  and  aflift  your  countryman^ 

G.  Walmsley/ 

The  hope  fuggefted  in  this  letter  is  grounded  on  a 
circumftance  which  will  lead  us  back  to  about  the  year 
before  he  quitted  his  fchoK»l  at  Edial.  It  cnuft  be  ima- 
gined, theinftruAion  of  fo  fmalla  number  i](ffcholars  as 
were  uqder  his  care,  left  him  at  leifiife  p  purfue  his 
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private  ftudies  and  amufements,  which,  for  the  mod 
part,  confifted  in  defultory  reading.  Let  it  not  excite 
wonder  in  any  that  Ihall  perufe  thcfe  memoirs,  to  be 
told,  that  Burton  on  Melancholy  was  a  book  that 
he  frequently  reforted  to  for  the  purpofc  of  exhilara- 
tion, or  that,  at  times,  he  ftiould  find  entertainment  in 
turning  over  KnoUes's  voluminous  and  neglefted  hif- 
tpry  of  the  Turks.  In  the  many  hours  of  leifure  which 
he  may  be  faid  rather  to  have  endured  Aan  enjoyed, 
we  muft  fuppofe  fome  employed  in  the  contemplation 
of  his  fortunes,  the  means  of  improving  them,  and 
pf  refitting  the  adverfe  accidents  to  which  human  lif? 
is  expofed,  and  of  which  he  had  already  had  fomc 
experience.  The  ftage  holds  forth  temptations  to  men 
of  genius,  which  many  have  been  glad  to  embrace ; 
the  profits  arifing  from  a  tragedy,  including  tTie,re- 
prefentatipn  and  printing  of  it,  apd  the  connections  it 
fometimes  enables  the  author  to  form,  were  in  John.- 
fon's  idea  ineftimable  j  and,  it  is  not  impofiible,  but 
that  Garrick,  who,  before  this  time,  had  manifeftcd  a 
propenfity  towards  the  ftage,  had  fuggefted  to  him  the 
thought  of  writing  one  :  certain  it  is,  that  during  his 
refidence  4t  E,dial,  aqd  under  the  eye  fof  his  friend 
Mr.  Walmfley,  he  planned  and  completed  that  poem 
which  gave  this  gentleman  occafion  to  fay^  be  was 
likely  to  become  a  fine  tragedy-writer* 

He  chofe  for  his  ftory  an  aftion  related  by  KnoUes 
in  his  hiftory  above-mentioned  with  all  the  powers  of 
the  moft  affefting  eloquence :  to  give  it  at  large 
would  be  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits  I  have  prefcribed 
myfelf,  and  to  abridge  it  would  injure  it :  I  will  do 
neither ;  but  referring  the  reader  to  the  hiftorian 
himfelf,  will  relate  it  as  a  bare  hiftorical  faft. 
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Mahomet  the  Greats  firft  emperor  of  the  Turks,  in  the 
year  1453  laid  fiege  to  the  city  of  Conftantinople,  then 
poflefied  by  the  Greeks,  and,  after  an  obftinate  refin- 
ance, took  and  facked  it.    Among  the  many  young 
women  whom  his  commanders  thought  fit  to  lay  hands 
on  and  prefent  to  him,  was  one,  named  Irene,  a 
Greek,  of   incomparable  beauty  and  fuch  rare  per- 
fe(5tion  of  body  and  mind,  that  the  emperor  becoming 
enamoured  of  her,  neglefted  the  care  of  his  govern- 
ment and  empire  for  two  whole  years,  and  thereby 
fo  exafperated  the  Janizaries  and  other  of  his  warlike 
fubjeds,  that  they  mutinied,  and  threatened  to  dethrone 
him.     To  prevent  this  mifchief,  Muftapha  Bafla,  a 
perfon  of  great  credit  with  him,  undertook  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  the  great  danger  to  which  he  lay  expofed 
by  the  indulgence  of  his  paffion :  he  called  to  his  re- 
membrance the  charafters,  aftions,  and  atchievemcnts 
of  many  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  the  ftate  of  his  govern- 
ment ;  and,  in  ihort,  fo  roufed  him  from  his  lethargy, 
that  he  took   a  horrible   refolutioh   to   filence   the 
clamours  of  his  people,  by  the  facrifice  of  this  ad- 
mirable creature :    accordingly,  on  a  future  day,  he 
commanded  her  to  be  drefled  and  adorned  in    the 
richeft  manner  that  fhe  and  her  attendants  could  de- 
vife,  and  againft  a  certain  hour  iffued  orders  for  the 
nobility  and   leaders  of    his    army  to    attend  him 
in  the  great  hall  of  bis  palace.     When  they  were  all 
afiembled,   himfelf  appeared  with  great  pomp  and 
magnificence,  leading  his  late  captive,  but  now  ab- 
folute  miftrefs,  by  the  hand,  unconfcious  of  guilt  and 
ignorant  of  his  defign.     With  a  furious  and  menacing 
look,  he  gave  the  beholders  to  underftand,  that  he 
Jtnew  the  caufc  of  their  difcontent,  and  th^t  he  meant 
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to  remove  it;  but  bade  them  firft  view  that  lady, 
whom  he  itiU  held  with  his  left  hand^  and  fay  whe- 
ther any  of  them  being  pofleiTed  of  a  jewel  fo  rare 
and  precious,  a  woman  fo  lovely  and  fair;  would  for 
any  caufe  forego  her  j  to  which  they  anfwered,  that 
he  had  great  reafon  for  his  affeftion  towards  her. 

To  this  the  emperor  replied,  that  this  being  their 
opinion,  he  would  convince  them  that  his  adions 
were  in  his  own  power,  and  that  he  was  yet  mafter  of 
himfelf  *  And  having  fo  laid,*  fays  my  author, 
^  prefently  with  one  of  his  hands  catching  the  fair 

*  Greek  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  drawing  his 

*  falchion  with  the  odhei;    he,  at  one  blow,  flruck 

*  off  her  head,  to  the  great  terror  of  them  all ;  and 

*  having  fo  done,  faid  unto  them,  •*  Now  by  this, 
"  judge  Aether  your  en^eror  is  able  to  bridle  his 
«*  afifafldons  or  not."  * 

It  no  where  appears  that,  in  this  journey  to  London, 
Mrs.  Johnfon  was  one  of  the  company;  it  is  rather  to 
be  conjedhired,  that  her  huiband,  having  abandoned 
the  hope  of  fucceeding  in  his  attempt  to  raife  a  fchool, 
left  to  her  the  care  of  the  houfe,  and  the  management 
of  the  fmall  part  of  her  fortune,  which,  after  the  fitting 

*  Two  trage^es  founded  on  this  fbiy  had  already  appeared^ 
1>eibre  Johnibn  conceived  his  intention  of  producing  a  third.  The 
former  of  thefe  was  written  by  Gilbert  Swinhoe,  Efq;  a  native  of 
Northumberland,  who  lived  temp.  Car.  I.  &  Car.  II. ;  and  was 
publiihed  in  4to.  1658,  with  the  title  of  Unhappy  Fair  Irene  hqr 
Tragedy.  See  Langbaine's  Account  of  Dramatic  Poets,  edit.  1 69 1 , 
p.  499.  Of  the  latter,  entitled,  Irene  or  the  Fair  Greek,  4to« 
1708,  one  Charles  Goring,  Efq;  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  perfbn 
with  one  of  that  name  who  was  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  and 
in  1687  took  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  was  the  author.  See 
BiographiaDramatica,  art.  Goring,  Charks,  Efq. 
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ijp  and  flirnilhing  the  fame,  together  with  two  years' 
expenditure,  mull  be^  fuppofed  to  be  kft;  and,  that 
this  could  be  no  other  than  fmali,  may  be  inferred 
fixMTi  her  natural  temper,  which  it  is  faid  was  as  little 
diipofed  to  parfimony  as  that  of  her  hun>and. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  purfue  the  hiftory  of  Mn 
tjarrick's  progrefs  in  life,  both  becaufe  I  have  not 
tlken  upon  me  to  be  his  biographer,  ami,  becaufe  the 
principal  events  of  it  occur  in  the  memoirs  of  him, 
written  with  great  candour  and,  I  dare  fay,  truth,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  and  by  him  publiflied  in  two 
volumes,  oftavo  J  but  the  courfeof  this  narration  re- 
quires  me  occafionally  to  mention  fuch  particulars 
concerning  him,  as  in  any  manner  connect  him  widi 
the  fubjeft  I  am  engaged  in ;  and  this  leads  me  ta 
mendon  a  faft  concerning  them  both,  that  I  had  from 
a  perfon  now  living,  who  was  a  witnefs  to  it,  and  of 
whofe  veracity  the  leaft  doubt  cannot  be  entertained. 
They  had  been  but  a  Ihort  time  in  London  before  the 
ftock  of  money  that  each  fet  out  with,  was  nearly 
exhaufted ;  and,  though  they  had  not,  like  the  pro- 
digal fon,  *  wafted  their  fubftance  in  riotous  living,* 
they  began,  like  him,  *  to  be  in  want.*     In  this  ex- 
tremity, Garrick  fuggefted  the  thought  of  obtaining 
credit  from  a  tradefman,  whom  he  had  a  flight  know- 
Wge  of,  Mr.  Wilcox  a  bookfeller,  in  the  Strand : 
to  him  they  applied,  and  rcprefenting  themfelves  to 
him,  as  they  really  were,  two  young  men,  friends,  and 
travellers  from  the  fame  place,  and  juft  arrived  with 
a  view  to  fettle  here,  he  was  fo  moved  with  their  art- 
lefs  tale,  that,  on  their  joint  note,  he  advanced  them 
all  that  their   modefty  would  permit  them  to  a(k, 
(five  pounds)^  which  was,  foon  after,  punftually  re- 
paid. 
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It  has  been  before  related,  that  Johnfon  had  en- 
gaged his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  Cave  j  as  it  feems,  under 
fome  fidkitious  name,  perhaps,  that  common  one  of 
Smith,  which  he  direfts  Cave  to  addrefs  him  by,  in 
his  letter  of  25th  Nov.  1734.  Being  now  come  to 
town,  and  determined,  or  rather  conftrained,  to 
rely  on  the  labour  of  his  brain  for  fupport,  he,  to 
improve  the  correfpondencc  he  had  formed,  thought 
proper  to  difcover  himfelf,  and  in  his  real  name  to 
communicate  to  Cave  a  projedl  which  he  had  form* 
cd,  and  which  the  following  letter  will  explain : 

Greenwich,  next  door  to  the  Golden-Heartj 
*  Sir,  Church-ftreet,  July  12,  1737. 

*  Having  obferved  in  your  papers  very  uncommon 

*  offers  of  encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have 

*  chofen,  being  a  ftrangcr  in  London,  to  communi- 

*  cate  to  you  the  following  defign,  which,  I  hope, 
'  if  you  join  in  it,  will  be  of  advantage  to  both  of 
^  us. 

*  The  hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  having 
^  been  lately  tranflated  into  French,  and  publifhed 
«  with  large  notes  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  the  reputa^- 
^  tjon  of  that  book  is  fo  much  revived  in  England, 

*  that,  it  is  prefumed,  a  new  tranflation  of  it  from 
^  the  Italian,  together  with  Le  Courayer's  notes  from 

*  the  French,  could  not  fail  of  a  favourable  recep- 
^  tion, 

^  If  it  be  anfwered  that  the  hiftory  is  already  in 

*  Englifh,  it  muft  be  remembered  that  there  wa3 
^  the  fame  objcdtion  againft  Le  Courayer's  undertak- 

*  ing,  with  this  difad vantage,  that  the  French  had 
^  ^  verfion  by  one  of  their  b^ft  tranfl^tors^  whereas 
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*  you  cannot  read  three  pages  of  the  Englifti  hiftory 

*  without  ^difcovering  that  the  ftyle  is  capable  of  great 

*  improvements;    but  whether   thofe  improvements 

*  arc  to  be  cxpefted  from  this   attempt,  you  muft 

*  judge  from  the  fpecimcn,  which,  if  you  approve 

*  the  propofal,    I   fhall  fubmit  to   your  examina- 

*  tion. 

'  Suppofe  the  merit  of  the  verlions  equal,  we  may 

*  hope  diat  die  addition  of  the  notes  will  turn  the 

*  balance  in  our  favour,  confidcring  the  reputation  of 

*  the  Annotator. 

*  Be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  fpeedy  anfyrer,  if 
^  you  are  not  willing  to  engage  in  this  fcheme  ^  and 

*  appoint  me  a  day  to  wait  on  you,  if  you  are. 

'  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

^  Sam.  Johnson/ 

Cave*s  acquiefcence,  in  the  above  propofal,  drew 
Johnfon  into  a  clofe  intimacy  with  him  :  he  was  much 
at  St.  John's  Gate,  and  taught  Garrick  the  way  thi- 
ther. Cave  had  no  great  reliih  for  mirth,  but  he 
could  bear  it ;  and  having  been  told  by  Johnfoni  that 
his  friend  had  talents  for  the  theatre,  and  was  come  to 
London  with  a  view  to  the  profeflion  of  an  adtor,  ex- 
preffed  a  wifli  to  fee  him  in  fome  comic  character : 
Garrick  readily  complied  J  and,  as  Cave  himfelf  told 
me,  with  a  litde  preparation  of  the  room  over  the  great 
arch  of  i$t.  John's  gate,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  a 
few  journeymen  printers,  who  were  called  together  for 
the  purpofe  of  reading  the  other  parts,  reprefented,  with 
all  the  graces  of  comic  humor,  the  principal  cha- 
raftcr  in  Fielding's  farce  of  the  Mock*Doftor. 
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Cave's  temper  was  phlegmatic:  though  heaflumed, 
as  the  publiiher  of  the  Magazine>  the  name  of  Sylva* 
mis  Urban>  he  had  few  of  thofe  qualities  that  confti^ 
tute  the  charafter  of  urbanity.  Judge  of  his  want  of 
them  by  this  queition^  which  he  once  put  to  an  author : 

*  Mr. ,  I  hear  you  have  juft  publiihed  a  pam- 

*  phlet^  and  am  told  there  is  a  very  good  paragraph  m 

*  it,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  mufic« :   did  you  write  that 

*  yourfelf  ?'  His  difcernment  was  alfo  flowj  and  as 
he  had  already  at  his  command  fome  writers  of  profe 
and  verfe,  who,  in  the  language  of  bookfellers  arc 
called  good  hands,*  he  was  the  backwardcr  in  making 

advances, 

*  Mr.  MoTes  Browne*  origbally  a  pen-cutter,  was>  fo  &*  as  con- 
cerned the  poetical  part  of  it,  the  chief  fupport  of  the  Magazine, 
which  he  fed  with  many  a  nourifhing  morfel.  This  perfon  being  a 
lover  of  angling,  wrote  pifcatory  eclogues ;  and  was  a  candidate  for 
the  fifty  pound  prize  mentioned  in  Johnibn's  firil  letter  to  Cave,  and 
for  other  prizes  which  Cave  engkged  to  pay  him  who  (hould  write 
the  bef^poem  on  certain  fubje&s ;  in  all  or  mofl  of  which  competi- 
tions Mr.  Browne  had  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed.  .  He  publiihed 
thefe  and  other  poems  of  Ids  writing,  in  an  odtavo  volume,  Lond. 
1739  ;.  and  has  therein  given  proofs  of  an  exuberant  hncy  and  a 
happy  invention.  Some  years  after  he  entered  into  holy  orders. 
A  farther  account  of  him  may  be  feen  m  the  Biographia  Dramatica, 
to  a  place  in  which  work  he  feems  to  have  acquired  a  title,  by 
ibme  juvenile  compoiitions  for  the  ftage.  Being  a  perfon  of  a  reli- 
gious tiu-n,  he  alfb  publiihed  in  verfe,  a  feries  of  devout  contempla- 
tions, called  Sunday  Tlioughts.  Johnibn,  who  often  expreiied  hit 
diilike  of  religious  poetry,  and  who,  for  the  purpofe  of  religioot 
meditation,  feemed  to  tliink  one  day  as  proper  as  another,  read  them 
with  cold  approbation,  and  faid,  he  had  a  great  mind  to  write  and 
publiih  Monday  Thoughts. 

To  the  proofs  above  adduced  of  the  coarfeneis  of  Cave's  manners, 
let  me  add  the  following :  he  had  undertaken,  at  his  own  rifque, 
to  publiih  a  tranflation  of  Du  Halde's  Hiilory  of  China,  in  which 
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advances,  or  courting  an  intimacy  with  Johnfon.  Up- 
on the  firfl  approach  of  a  ftranger>  his  practice  was 
to  continue  fitting,  a  pofture  in  which  he  was  ever  to 
be  found,  and,  for  a  few  minutes,  to  continue  filenCi 

if 

were  contained  fuitdry  geographical  and  other  plates.  Each  of  thefc 
he  infcribed  to  one  or  other  of  his  friends ;  and,  among  the  reft,  one 
'  Ts  Mojes  Browne.*  With  this  blunt  and  familiar  defignadon  of  hit 
perion,  Mr.  Browne  was  juftly  offended :  to  appeafe  him.  Cave 
dircded  an  engraver,  to  introduce  with  a  caret  under  the  line,  Mr, 
and  thought,  that  in  fo  doing,  he  had  made  ample  amends  to  Mr, 
Browne  tor  the  indignity  done  him. 

Mr.  Jdm  Duick,  alio  a  pen-cutter,  and  a  near  neighbour  qF 
Cave,  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  Magazine,  of  fhort  poems, 
wiitten  with  fpirit  and  eafe.  He  was  a  kinfinan  of  Browne,  and  th» 
author  of  a  good  copy  of  encomiaftic  verfes  prefixed  to  the  collec- 
tion of  Browne's  poems  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Fofter  Webb,  a  young  man  who  had  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Mr.  Watkins's  academy  in  Spital-fquare,  and  afterwards 
became  clerk  to  a  merchant  in  the  city,  was,  at  firfl,  a  contributor 
tothe  Magazine,  of  enigmas,  a  fpedes  of  poetry  in  which  he  then 
delighted,  but  was  diHuaded  from  it  by  the  following  lines,  which 
appeared  in  the  Magazine  for  Odober,  1740,  after  a  few  fuccefsfiit 
eflays  in  that  kind  of  writmg : 

'  Too  modefl  bard,  with  enigmatic  veil 
'  No  longer  let  thy  mufe  her  charms  conceal ; 
'  Though  oft  die  Scm  in  clouds  his  £ice  difguife, 
<  Still  he  looks  nobler  when  he  gilds  the  ikies. 
*  Do  thou,  like  him,  avow  thy  native  flame, 
'  Burft  thro' the  gloom,  and  brighten  into  feme.' 

After  this  friendly  exhorution,  Mr.  Webb,  in  thofe  hours  of 
kifure  which  bufinefs  ifibrded,  amufed  himfelf  with  tranilating 
from  the  Latin  claffics,  particularly  Ovid  and  Horace :  from  the 
latter  of  thefc  he  rendered  into  Englilh  verfe,  with  better  fuccefe 
than  any  that  had   before  attempted  it,  the  odes    <  Quis  mulu 

*  gracilis  tc  puer  in  rofa  ;'  *  Solvitur  acris  hycms  grata  vice  veris,  & 
'  Pavoni,'  '  Parcus  Deorum  cultor  &  infrequens;'  and '  Diffiigcre  ni- 

•  v«,  redeunt  jam  gramina  campis  j'  all  which  are  inferted  in  Cave's 

Magazine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48  THELIFEOF 

if  at  any  time  he  was  inclined  to  begin  the  difcourfe,  it 
was  generally  by  putting  a  leaf  of  the  Magazine,  then 
in  the  prefs,  into  the  hand  of  his  vifitor,  and  afking 
his  opinion  of  it.     I  remembv-  that,   calling'  in  on 

him 

Magazine.  His  fignature  was  fomedmcs  Tclarius,  at  others  Vc- 
daftus.  He  was  a  modefl,  ingenious,  and  fober  young  man  ; 
but  a  confumption  defeated  the  hopes  of  his  friends,  and  took 
him  off  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  another  of  Mrt  Watkins's  pii[nls,  was  a  writer 
in  the  Magazine,  of  profe  eiTays,  chiefly  on  religious  and  moral 
fubjedls,  and  died   of  a  decline  about  the  fame  time. 

Mr.  John  Canton,  apprentice  to  the  above-named  Mr.  WatkLis, 
and  alfo  his  fucceflbr  in  his  academy,  was  a  contributor  to  the  Ma- 
gazine, of  verfcs,  and  afterwards,  'of  papers  on  philofophical  and 
mathematical  fubjedls.  The  difcoveries  he  made  in  eledlricity  and 
magnetifm  are  well  known,  and  are  recorded  in  the  tranfadlions  of 
the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  afterwards  became  a  member. 

Mr.  William  Rider,  bred  in  the  fame  prolific  feminary,  was  a 
writer  in  the  Magazine,  of  verfes  figned  Philargyrus.  He  went 
from  fchool  to  Jefus  college,  Oxford,  and,  fbme  years  after  his 
leaving  the  fame,  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  became  fur-mafter 
of  St.  Paul's  fchool,  in  which  office  he  continued  many  years,  but  at 
length  was  obliged  to  quit  that  employment  by  reafon  of  his 
deafnefs. 

Mr.  Adam  Calamy,  a  ion  of  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy,  an  eminent 
non-conformift  divine,  and  author  of  the  Abridgment  of  Mr  .Baxter's 
Hiftory  of  his  Life  and  Times,  was  another  of  Mr.  Watkins's  pupils, 
that  wrote  in  the  Magazine ;  the  fubjefb  on  which  he  chiefly  exer- 
cifed  his  pen  were  eflays  in  polemical  theology  and  republican  poli- 
tics ;  and  he  diflinguiflied  them  by  the  aflumed  fignature  of  '  i/ 
conjiftent  froteftant,*  He  was  bred  to  the  profcffion  of  an  attorney^ 
and  was  brother  to  Mr.  Edmund  Calamy,  a  dilTenting  teacher,  of 
eminence  for  his  worth  and  learning. 

A  feminary,  of  a  higher  order  than  that  above-mentioned,  viz.  the 
academy  of  Mr.  John  Eamesin  Moorfields,  furniflied  the  Magazine 
with  a  number  of  other  correfpondents  in  mathematics  and  other 
branches  of  fcience  and  polite  literature.     This  was  an  iniUtutioii 
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him  once,  he  gave  me  to  read  the  beautiful  poem  of 
C(^lins,  written  for  Shakefpeare's  Cymbeline,  *  To 
fair  Fidele's  grafly  tomb/  which,  though  adapted  to 
a  particular  circumftance  in  the  play.  Cave  was  for 
inferring  in  his  Magazine,  without  any  reference  to 
the  fubjedt :  I  told  him  it  would  lofe  of  its  beauty  if 
it  were  fo  publilhed  :  this  he  could  not  fee  i  nor  could 
he  t>c  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  name  Fidele : 
he  thought  Paftora  a  better,  and  fo  printed  it. 

He  was  fo  incompetent  a  judge  of  Johnfon's  abilU 
tics,  that,  meaning  at  one  time  to  dazzle  him  with  the 
fplendor  of  fome  of  thofe  luminaries  in  literature  who 
favoured  him  with  their  correlpondence,  he  told  him 
that,  if  he  would,  in  the  evening,  be  at  a  certain  ale* 
houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clerkenwell,  he  might 
have  a  chance  of  feeing  Mr.  Browne  and  another  or 

fepported  by  the  Difl*enters>  the  defign  whereof  was  to  qualify 
young  men  for  their  minifiry.  Mr.  Eames  was  formerly  the  con- 
tinoator  of  the  abridgement  of  the  Philofophical  Thmfa^ons  be^ 
gun  by  Jones  and  Lowthorp,  and  was  a  aoan  of  great  knowledge, 
and  a  very  able  tutor.  Under  him  were  bred  many  yoimg  men 
who  afterwards  became  eminently  difltnguiihed  for  learning  and 
abilities  ;  among  them  were  the  late  Mr.  Parry,  of  Cirencefter, 
the  late  Pr.  Pumeaux,  and  Dr.  Gibbons  ;  and,  if  I  miflake  not, 
the  prefent  Dr.  Priee.  The  pupils  of  this  academy  had  heads  that 
teemed  with  knowledge,  which,  as  faft  as  they  acquired  it,  they  werft 
prosaptcd  by  a  juvenile  and  laudable  ambition  to  conunuuicate  in 
letters  to  Mr.  Urban. 

To  this  account  of  Cave's  torreipondents  might  be  added  the 
celebrated  names  of  Dr.  Birch,  who  will  be  fpoken  of  hereafter, 
Mrs.  Carter,  Dr.  Akenfide,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Pegge,  who, 
by  an  ingenious  tranfpofition  of  the  letters  of  his  name,  formed 
the  plaufible  fignature'of  Paul  Gemfege;  Mr.  Luck,  of  Bamihiple 
b  Dcvonfliire ;  Mr.  Henry  Price,  of  Pool,  in  Dorfetfhire ;  Mr.  Rich* 
ard  Yate,  of  Chively,  in  Shropihire ;  Mr.  John  Ba^cks ;  and,  that 
induftiious  and  prolific  genius>  Mr.  John  Lockman, 

Vol.  L  E  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  T  tt  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

two  of  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note  t 
Johrifon  accepted  the  invitation ;  and  being  introdu* 
ced  by  Cave,  drefled  in  a  loofe  horfenman's  coat,  and 
fuch  a  great  bufliy  uncombed  wig  as  he  conftantly 
wore,  to  the  light  of  Mr.  Browne,  whofn  he  found 
fitting  at  the  upper  end  of  a  long  table,  in  a  cloud  oi 
tobacco-fmoke,  had  his  curiofity  gratified. 

Johnfon  faw  very  clearly  thofe  ofFenflve  partictrlars 
that  made  a  part  of  Cave's  charafter ;  but,  as  he  was 
one  of  the  moft  quick-fighted  men  I  tvtr  knew  in 
difcovering  the  good  and  amiable  qualities  of  others, 
a  faculty  which  he  has  difplayed,  as  well  in  the  life  of 
Cave,  as  in  that  of  Savage,  printed  among  his  works, 
fo  was  he  ever  inclined  to  palliate  their  defefts ;  and, 
though  he  was  above  courting  the  patronage  of  a  man, 
whom,  for  many  reafons,  he  could  not  but  hold  cheap, 
he  difdained  not  to  accept  it,  when  tendered  with  any- 
degree  of  complacency. 

And  this  was  the  general  tenor  of  Johnfon's  beha- 
viour; for,  though  his  charafter  through  life  was 
marked  with  a  roughnefe  that  approached  to  ferocity, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  almoft  every  one  to  charm  him 
into  mildnefs,  and  to  render  him  gentle  and  placid,  and 
even  courteous,  by  fuch  a  patient  and  refpcdtfiil  at* 
tention  as  is  due  to  every  one,  who,  in  his  difcourfe, 
fignifies  a  defire  either  to  inftruft  or  delight.  Bred 
to  no  profeffion,  without  relations,  friends,  or  inte- 
reft,  Johnfon  was  an  adventurer  in  the  wide  world, 
and  had  his  fortunes  to  make :  the  arts  of  iniinuation 
and  addrefs  were,  in  his  opinion,  too  flow  in  their 
operation  to  anfwer  his  purpofe  j  and,  he  rather  chofe 
to  difplay  his  parts  to  all  the  world,  at  die  rifque  of 
being  thought  arrogant,  than  to  wait  -for  the  alliftance 
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pf  fuch  friends  as  he  could  make,  or  the  patronage  of 
fome  individual  that  had  power  or  influence,  and  whQ 
mi^t  have  the  kindnefs  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and 
lift  him  into  notice.  With  all  that  afpcl-ity  of  manners 
with  which  he  has  been  charged,  and  which  kept  at  a 
difkance  many,  who,  to  my  knowledge,  would  have 
been  glad  of  an  intinucy  mth  him,  he  poirefled  tha 
afieAlons  of  pity  and  compailion  in  a  moft  eminent  de-? 
gree.  In  a  mixed  company,  of  which  I  was  one,  the 
converfation  turned  on  the  peftilence  which  raged  in 
LondoDi  in  the  year  1665,  and  gave  occafion  to  John- 
fon  to  ipeak  of  Dr.  Nathanael  Hodges,  who,  in  the 
height  of  that  calamity,  continued  ija  the  city,  and  was 
{liaooft  the  only  one  of  his  profeflion  that  had  the  cou-- 
rage  to  oppofe  the  endeavours  of  his  art  to  the  fpread- 
ingof  the  contagion.  It  was  the  hard  fdX/^  of  this  per^ 
fon,  a  Ihort  time  after,  to  die  a  prifoner  for  debt,  in 
Liudgate'C  ^ohnfon  related  this  circumftance  to  us,  with 
the  tears  r^dy  to  ftatt  from  his  eyes.^  and,  with  great 
cnci^,faid,  ^-Such  a. man  would  not  have  been  fyffered 
*  to  perilh  in  thefe  times.' 

It  feems  by  the  event  of  this  firft  expedition,  that 
Jdiitlan  cai[ne  to  London  for  little  elfe  than  to  look 
about  him :  it  afforded  him  no  opportunity  of  fonning 
connexions,  either  valuable  in  themfelves,  or  available 
to  any  future  purpofe  of  his  life.  Mr.  Pope  had  feen 
and  commended  his  tranflation  of  the  JVIefliah;  but 
Johnlbn  had  not  the  nieans  of  accefs  to  him  j  and,  bet- 
ing a  ftranger  to  his  perfon,  his  fpirit  would  not  per- 
mitihim  to  folicit  fo  great  a  favour  from  one,  who  mufl: 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  troubled  with  fuch  kind  of 
Implications.  With  one  perfon,  however,  he  com- 
aieoccfl  an  intinuicy,  the  mbtlves  to  which,  at  firik 
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view,  may  probably  feem  harder  to  be  accounted  fbi^ 
than  any  one  particular  in  his  life.  This  perfon  wa5 
Mr.  Richard  Savage,  whofe  misfortunes,  together  with 
his  vices,  had  driven  him  to  St.  John's  gate,  and 
thereby  introduced  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  Johnfon, 
which,  founded  on  his  part  in  compaflion,  foon  improvr 
ed  into  friendlhip  and  a  mutual  communication  of  fen-* 
timents  and  counfels.  The  hiftory  of  this  man  is  well 
known  by  the  life  of  him  written  by  Johnfon;  which, 
if  in  no  other  refpeft  valuable^  is  curious,  in  that  it 
gives  to  view  a  charafter  felf-formed,  as  owing  nothing 
to  parental  nurture,  and  fcarce  any  thing  to  moral 
tuition,  and  dcfcribes  a  mind,  in  which,  as  in  a  ne- 
glefted  garden,  weeds,  without  the  leaft  .obftruftion, 
were  fuffered  to  grow  into  luxuriance :  nature  had  en-» 
dowed  him  with  fine  pafts,  and  thofe  he  cultivated  as 
well  as  he  was  able ;  but  his  mind  had  received  no 
moral  culture,  and  for  want  thereof,  we  find  him  to 
have  been  a  ftrangcr  to  humility,  gratitude,  and  thofe 
other  virtues  that  tend  to  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of 
men,  and  infure  the  continuance  of  friendfhip. 

It  may  be  conjeftured  that  JcAnfon  was  captivated 
by  the  addrefs  and  demeanour  of  Savage,  at  his  firft 
approach;  for  it  muft  be  noted  of  him,  that,  though 
he  was  always  an  admirer  of  genteel  manners,  he  at 
this  time  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  the  converfation 
of  gentlemen ;  and  Savage,  as  to  his  exterior,  was,  to 
a  remarkable  degree,  accomplifhed :  he  was  a  handfome, 
well-made  man,  and  very  courteous  in  the  modes  of 
falutation.  I  have  been  told,  that  in  the  taking  off  his 
hat  and  difpofing  it  under  his  arm,  and  in  his  bow,  he 
difplayed  as  much  grace  as  thofe  aftions  were  capable 
of  5  and  that  he  underftood  die  exercife  of  a  gcnde- 
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man's  weapon,  may  be  inferred  from  the  ufe  he  made 
of  it  in  that  rafh  encounter  which  is  related  in  his  life, 
and  to  which  his  greateft  misfortunes  were  owing. 
Thefe  accomplifhments,  and  the  eafe  and  pleafantry 
of  his  converfation,  were,  probably,  the  charms  that 
wrought  on  Johnfon,  and  hid  from  his  view  thofe  bafer 
qualities  of  Savage^  with  which,  as  his  hiftorian,  he 
has  neverthelefs  been  neceflitated  to  mark  his  cha- 
rafter.  The  fimilarity  of  their  circumftances  might 
farther  conduce  to  beget  an  unreferved  confidence  in 
each  other  i  they  had  both  felt  the  pangs  of  poverty,  and 
the  want  of  patronage ;  Savage  had  let  loofe  his  refent- 
ment  againQ:  the  poflefTors  of  wealth,  in  a  colledtion 
of  poems  printed  about  the  year  1727,  and  Johnfon 
was  ripe. for  an  avowal  of  the  fame  fendments :  they 
feemed  both  to  agree  in  the  vulgar  opinion^  that  the 
world  is  divided  into  two  claffes,  of  men  of  merit  with- 
out riches,  and  men  of  wealth  without  merit  j  never 
confidering  the  poflibility  that  both  might  concenter 
m  the  fame  perfon,  juft  as  when,  in  the  comparifon  of 
women,  we  fay,  that  virtue  is  of  more  value  thaa 
beauty,  we  forget  that  many  are  poffeffed  of  both. 

In  (peculations  of  this  kind,  and  a  mutual  condo^ 
lence  of  their  fortunes,  they  paffed  many  a  melancholy 
hour,  and  thofe  at  a  time  when,  it  might  be  fuppofed, 
the  rcflc6lion  on  them  had  made  repofe  defirable  :  oq 
the  contrary,  that  very  refleftion  is  known  to  have  in- 
terrupted it.  Johnfon  has  told  me,  that  whole  nights 
have  been  fpent  by  him  and  Savage  in  converfations 
of  this  kind,  not  under  the  hofpitable  roof  of  a  tavern, 
where  warmth  might  have  invigorated  their  fpirits, 
and  wine  difpelled  their  care;  but  in  a  perambqlatipn 
fpund    the  fquares  of  Weftminfter,  St.   James's  i^ 
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particular,  when  all  the  money  they  could  both  raifo 
l/7as  lefs  than  fufficicnt  to  purchafc  for  them  the  flieltcr 
and  fordid  comforts  of  a  night  cellar. 

Of  the  refult  of  their  converfations  little  can  now  bt 
known,  fave,  that  they  gave  rife  to  thofe  principles  of 
patriotifm,:  that  both,  for  fome  years  after,  avowed  j 
they  both  with  the  fame  eye  faw,  or  believed  they  faw, 
that  the  then  minifter  meditated  the  ruin  of  this  coun- 
try 5  that  ercife  laws,ftanding armies, and  penal  ftatutes, 
were  the  means  by  which  he  meant  to  efFeft  it  -,  and, 
at  the  rifque  of  their  liberty,  they  were  bent  to  oppofe 
his  meafures  5  but  Savage's  fpirit  was  broken  by  the 
fenfe  of  his  indigence,  and  the  preffure  of  thofe  misfor- 
tunes which  his  imprudence  had  br6ught  on  him,  and 
Johnfon  was  left  alone  to  maintain  the  conteft. 

The  charafter  and  manners  of  Savage  were  fuch,  as 
leave  us  little  room  to  think,  that  Johnfon  could  pro- 
fit by  his  corlverfation  :  whatever  were  his  parts  and 
accomplifhments,  he  had  no  reading,  and  could  fur- 
hifli  no  intelligence  to  fuch  a  mind  as  Johnfon's :  Ms 
Vagrant  courfe  of  life  had  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  town  and  its  vices  j  and  though  I  am  not  warranted 
to  fay,  that  Jolinfon  was  infed^-d  with  them,  I  have 
reafon  to  think,  that  he  reflected  with  as  little  appro- 
bation on  the  hours  he  Ipent  with  Savage  as  on  any 
period  of  his  life. 

Doubtlefs  there  is  in  the  example  and  converfation 
of  fome  men  a  power  that  fafcinates,  and  fufpends 
the  operation  of  our  own  will  :  to  this  power  in 
Savage,  which  confifted  in  the  gentlenefs  of  his  man- 
ners, the  elegance  of  his  difcourfe,  and  the  viva-* 
city  of  his  imagination,  we  muft  attribute  the  afcen-* 
dant  which  he  maintained  ovtr  the   affeftions  of 
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"Johnfbn,  and  the  inability  of  the  latter  to  purfue  the 
iuggeftions  of  his  own  Hrperior  underftanding.  To 
the  purpofe  of  this  fentiment,  I  am  tempted  to  relate 
a  faft  which  Mr,  Garrick  once  comqiunicated  to  me 
in  converfation,  who,  (peaking  of  the  irrefiftible  charm 
of  engaging  manners,  told  me,  that  being  an  aftor  ^t 
Prury-lane  theatre,  under  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  patentee 
thereof,  whofe  extravagances  rendered  him  incapable 
of  fulfilling  his  engagements,  his  falary  became  deeply 
in  arrear,  and  he  began  to  feel  the  want  of  money  : 
in  anfwer  to  his  many  applications  for  payment,  he  had 
obtained  promifes,  and  even  o^ths  j  but  thefe  had  been 
ioQften  broken,  that,  preffed  by  neceffity,  and  provok- 
fd  by  ill  ufagc,  he  was  determined  to  have  recoiirfe  to 
law  for  payment:  he  however  thought  it  but  right  to 
declare  hi$  intention  j  and,  for  that  purpofe,  invited 
him&lf  to  bre^kfaft  with  Fleetwood.     ^  It  was  on  a 

*  Sunday,'  fttd  Mr.  Garrick,  ^  that  he  ajppointed  to 

*  fee  me;  he  received  me  with  great  courtefy  and 

*  affability,  and  entertained  me  for  fome  hours  with 
'  dtfcourfe,  foreign  to  the  fubjedl  of  our  meeting,  but 

*  fo  bewitching  in  its  kind,  that  it  deprived  me  of  the 

*  power  of  telling  him  that  he  owed  me  fix  hundred 

*  pounds,  and  that  my  neceffities  compelled  me  to  de* 

*  mand  it.* 

The  intimacy  between  Savage  and  Johnfon  contir 
nued  tiU  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738,  when  the 
diftreffes  of  the  former,  and  the  ceffation,  by  the  dcati> 
of  Queen  Caroline,  of  ^  penfion,  which,  for  fome 
years,  (hp  had  direfted  to  be  paid  him,  moved  fome 
of  his  friend^  tg  a  fubfcription  for  his  fupport,  in  a 
place  fo  far  diftant  from  the  metropolis,  as  to  be  out 
of  the  reach  of  its  temptations  i  where  he  might  beget 
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new  habits,  and  indulge  himfelf  in  thofe  exercifes  of 
his  imagination,  which  had  been  the  employment  of 
his  happieft  hours-  The  place  fixed  on  for  his  refi- 
dcnce  was  Swanfea  in  Wales  5  but  as  it  was  fome  time 
before  the  fubfcription  could  be  completed,  his  re- 
tirement thither  was  retarded. 

In  this  fiifpenfe  of  Savage's  fortunes,  Johnfon  feems 
to  have  confirmed  himfelf  in  a  rcfolution  of  quarrelling 
with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  and  becoming 
a  fatirifton  the  manners  of  the  times  j  and  becaufe  he 
thought  he  faw  a  relfemblancc  between  his  own  and 
thofe  of  Rome  in  its  decline,  he  chofe  to  exprefs  his 
fenfe  of  modern  depravity  by  an  imitation  of  the  third 
fatire  of  Juvenal,  in  which,  with  great  judgment,  and 
no.lefs  alperity,  he  drew  a  parallel  between  the  cor-^ 
ruptions  of  each,  and  exemplified  it  by  characters, 
then  fubfifling.  In  it  he  anticipated  the  departure 
of  his  friend  Thalesr,  i.  e.  Savage,  whom  he  defcribes 
as 


rcfolvy,  from  vice  and  London  far, 


*  To  breathe,  in  diflant  fields,  a  purer  air  -, 

*  And,  fix'd  in  Cambria's  folitarjr  fhore, 

*  Give  to  St.  David  one  true  Briton  more/ 

To  this  exercife  of  his  talent  he  was,  probably,  ex- 
cited by  the  fuccefs  of  Mn  Pope,  who  had  done  the 
fame  by  fome  of  the  fatires  of  Horace,  and  had  vin- 
dicated, by  the  example  of  Dr.  Donne  a  divine,  that 
Ipecies  of  writing,  even  in  Chriftian  times,  from  the 
imputation  of  malevolence  and  the  want  of  that  cha- 
rity ^  which  is  not  cafily  provoked,  and  cndureth  all 

The 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Dr.  SAMUEL   JOHNSON.      57 

The  poem  was  finiflxcd,  as  appears  hj  a  manufcript 
note  of  the  author  in  his  own  correfted  copy,  in  lyjS* 
While  he  was  writing  it,  he  lodged  in  an  upper  room 
of  a  houfe  in  Exeter  ttreet,  behind  Exeter  'change, 
inhabited  by  one  Norris,  a  ftay-maker;  a  particular 
which  would  have  been  hardly  worth  noticing,  but 
that  it,  in  fome  meafure,  befpeaks  his  circumftances 
at  the  time,  and  accounts  for  his  having,  more  than 
bncc,  mentioned  in  the  poem,  and  that  with  feeming 
abhorrence,  the  dungeons  of  the  Strand,  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  his  avcrfion  tofuch  an  abode  was  increaf- 
cd  by  the  refleftionon  that  diftrcfs,  which  by  this  time 
had  brought  his  wife  to  town,  and  obliged  her  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  inconveniences  of  a  dwelling  too  ob- 
fcurc  to  invite  refort,  and  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  he  was  ftruggling. 

Having  completed  his  poem,  he  looked  round 
for  a  bookfeller,  to  whom,  with  a  likelihood  of  ob- 
taining the  value  of  it,  he  might  treat  for  the  falc  of 
it.  His  friend  Cave,  in  rclpeft  of  publications,  was  a 
haberdalher  of  fmall  wares;  the  greateft  of  his  un- 
dertakings being  a  tranflation  of  Du  Halde's  Hiftory 
ef  China,  which  was  never  completed. 

Johnfon  thinking  him  a  man  for  his  purpofe,  made 
him  an  offer  of  his  poem,  in  a  letter  in  which,  with 
great  art,  but  without  the  leaft  violation  of  truth,  he 
conceals  that  himfelf  was  the  author  of  it.  The  letter 
I  here  infert,  as  alfo  another  of  his  on  the  famq 
fobjcft. 

^  Sir, 
*  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  a  few 
^  days  ago,  I  did  not  cxpcft  a  repetition  of  the  fame 

*  pleafurc 
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plcafure  fo  (bon,  for  a  pleafure  I  (hall  always  think 
it  to  converfe  in  any  manner  with  an  ingenious  and 
candid  man  -,  but  having  the  inclofed  poem  in  my 
hands  to  difpofe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  author  (of 
whofe  abilities  I  Ihall  fay  nothing  fince  I  fend  yoq 
his  performance,)  I  believed  I  could  not  procure 
more  advantageous  terms  from  any  perfon  than  from 
you,  who  have  fo  much  diftinguilhcd  youriclf  by 
your  generous  encouragement  of  poetry,  and  whofe 
judgment  of  that  art,  nothing  but  your  commenda- 
tion of  my  trifle  can  give  mc  any  occafion  to  call 
in  queftion.  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over 
this  poem  with  another  eye,  and  reward  it  in  a  diffe- 
rent manner  from  a  mercenarj'^bookfeller,  who  counts 
the  lines  he  istopurchafc,-and  confiders  nothing  but 
the  bulk.  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  that,  be- 
fides  what  the  author  may  hope  for  on  account  of 
his  abilities,  he  has  likewife  another  claim  to  your 
regard,  as  he  lies  at  prefent  under  very  difadvantage* 
ous  circumftances  of  fortune.  I  beg,  therefore,  that 
you  will  favour  me  with  a  lettef  to-morrow,  that  I 
may  know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him,  that  he 
may  either  part  with  it  to  you,  or  find  out  (which  I 
do  not  expe<5t)  fome  other  way  more  to  his  fatisfac-* 
tion. 

*  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am  fenfiWe  I  have 
tranfcribed.it  very  coarfely,  which,  after  having  al- 
tered it,  I  was  obliged  to  do.  I  will,  if  you  pleafe 
to  tranfmit  the  Iheets  from  the  prefs,  correft  it  for 
you,  and  will  take  the  trouble  of  altering  any  ftroke 
of  fatire  which  you  may  diflike, 

*  By  exerting  on  this  occafion  your  ufuaj  gencrofity> 
^  you  will  not .  only  encourage  learning  and  relieve 

'  diftrefs. 
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*  diftrcfs,  but  (chough  it  be  in  comparifon  of  the  other 

*  motives  of  very  finall  accouiil)  oblige  in  a  veiy  feo-^ 

*  fible  manner.  Sir, 

*  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam.  Johnsow/    ^ 

'  Sir,  Monday,  No.  6,  Caftle-ftreet. 

*  1  am  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  prefent  you 
were  fo  kind  to  fend  me,  and  to  intreat  that  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me,  by  the  Penny-Pofl^ 
whether  you  refolve  *to  print  the  poem.  If  you 
pleafe  to  fend  it  me  by  the  poft,  with  a  note  to 
Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines  to  him,  that 
we  may  have  his  confent  to  put  his  name  in  the. 
tide  page.  As  to  the  printing,  if  it  can  be  fet  im- 
mediately about,  I  will  be  fo  much  the  author's 
friend,  as  not  to  content  myfelf  with  mere  felicita- 
tions in  his  favour.  I  propofe,  if  my  calcularion-be 
near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  the  reimburfement  of 
all  that  you  fhall  lofe  by  an  impreflion  of  500,  pro- 
vided, a^  you  very  generoufly  propofe^  that  the  pro-^ 
fit,  if  any,  be  fct  afide  for  the  author*s  ufe,  excepting 
the  prefent  you  made»  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is 
fit  he  Ihould  repay.  I  beg  you  will  let  one  of  your 
fervants  write  an  exaft  account  of  the  expence  of  fuch 
an  impreflion,  and  fend  it  with  the  poem,  that  I 
may  know  what  I  engage  for.  I  am  very  fenfible, 
from  your  generofity  on  this  occafion,  of  your  regard 
to  learning,  even  in  its  unhappieft  ftate ;  and  cannot 
but  think  fuch  a  temper  deferving  of  the  gratitude 
of  thofe,  who  fufFer  fo  often  from  a  contrary  difpo- 
iition.  *  I  am.  Sir, 

'  Your  molt  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam,  Johnson.* 
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Johnfon  and  Dodfley  were  foon  agreed  j  the  price 
alked  by  the  one  and  aflented  to  by  the  other,  was,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  fifty  pounds  j  a  reward  for  his 
labour  and  ingenuity,  that  induced  Johnfon  ever  after 
to  call  Dodfley  his  patron.  It  is  pretty  certain  that 
in  his  offer  of  the  poem  to  Dodfley,  Cave  ftipulated  for 
the  printing  of  it,  for  it  came  abroad  in  the  year  above- 
mentioned  with  the  name  of  Cave  as  the  printer^ 
though  without  that  of  the  author.  Lord  Lyttelton, 
the  infl:ant  it  was  publiflied,  carried  it  in  rapture  to 
Mr.  Pope,  who,  having  read  it,  commended  it  highly, 
and  was  very  importunate  with  Dodfley  to  know  the 
author's  name ;  but,  that  being  a  fecret  the  latter  was 
bound  not  to  reveal.  Pope  aflured  him  that  he  could 
not  long  be  unknown,  recoUefting,  perhaps,  a  paflTage 
recorded  of  Milton,  who,  feeing  a  beautiful  young 
lady  pafs  him  whom  he  never  had  feen  before,  turned 
to  look  at  her,  and  faid,  *  Whoever  thou  art^  thou 
^  canfl:  not  long  be  concealed.* 

'The  topics  of  this  fpirited  poem,  fo  far  as  it  refpefts 
this  country,  or  the  time  when  it  was  written,  are  evi-r 
dently  drawn  from  thofe  weekly  publications,  which, 
to  anlwer  the  view  of  a  malevolent  faftion,  firft  created, 
and  for  fbme  years  fupported,  a  diftinftion  between  the 
interefts  of  the  government  and  the  people,  under  the 
leve^al  denomiriations  of  the  court  and  the  country 
parties  :  thefe  publications  were  carried  on  under  the 
direftion  of  men,  profefling  themfelves  to  be  whigs  and 
friends  of  the  people,  in  a  paper  intitled, '  The  Country 
Journal  or  the  Craftfman,*  now  defervedly  forgotten, 
the  €nd  whereof  was,  to  blow  the  flame  of  national 
difcontent,  to  delude  the  honeft:  and  well-nieanlng 
peqplc  of  this  country  into  a  belief  that  the  minifter 

was 
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"Was  its  greatcft  enemy,  and  that  his  opponents,  only, 
meant  its  welfare.  To  this  end  it  was  neceffary  to  fur- 
nifli  them  with  fubjefts  of  complaint,  and  thefe  were 
plentifully  diffeminatcd  among  them;  the  chief  of 
them  were,  that  fcience  was  unrewarded,  and  the  arts 
negledcd ;  that  the  objefts  of  our  politics  were  peace 
and  the  extenfion  of  commerce  ;  that  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  was  unequally  divided,  for  that,  while  fome 
were  poor,  others  were  able  to  raifc  palaces  and  pur* 
<:ha(e  manors  >  that  reftraints  were  laid  on  the  ftagc  $ 
that  the  land  was  plundered,  and  the  nation  cheated  $ 
our  fenators  hirelings,  and  our  nobility  venal ;  and, 
lafUy,  that  in  his  vifits  to  his  native  country,  the  king 
drained  this  of  its  wealth. 

That  Johnfon  has  adopted  thefe  vulgar  complaints^ 
his  poem  mull  witnefs.  I  fliall  not  take  upon  me  to 
demonftrate  the  fallacy  of  moll  of  the  charges  contain- 
ed in  it,  nor  animadvert  on  the  wickedncfs  of  thofe, 
who,  to  efFeft  their  own  ambitious  defigns,  fcruple 
not  to  oppofe  the  beft  endeavours  of  the  perfon  in 
power,  nor  fliall  I  mark  the  folly  of  thofe  who  fufFer 
themielves  to  be  fo  deluded :  the  fucceflion  of  knave 
to  knave,  and  fool  to  fool,  is  hereditary  and  inter*- 
minable:  our  fathers  were  deceived  by  the  pre^ 
tenfions  of  falfe  patriots  j  the  delufion  ftopped  not 
with  their  children,  nor  will  it  with  our's» 

The  publication  of  this  poem  was  of  litde  advan- 
tage to  Johnfon,  other  than  the  relief  of  his  immediate 
wants:  it  procured  him  fame,  but  no  patronage. 
He  was  therefore  difpofed  to  embrace  any  other  pro* 
fpea  of  advantage  that  might  offer ;  for,  a  fliort  time 
after,  viz.  in  Auguft  1738,  hearing  that  the  matter^ 
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ihip  of  Appleby  ichool  in  Leicefterlhire  was  become 
vacant^  he,  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Thomas  Griefly  a 
Derbyfliire  baronet,  and  other  friends,  went  to  Appleby, 
and  offered  himfelf  as  a  caniiidate  for  that  employment; 
but  the  ftatutes  of  the  fchool  requiring,  that  the  perfon 
rhofcn  fhouid  be  a  Mafterof  Arts,  his  application  wa^ 
checked*    To  get  over  this  difficulty,  be  found  mean* 
to  obtain  from  the  late  Lord  Gower,  a  letter  to  a 
friend  of  his,  fojicitixig  his  imereft  with  Dean  Swift 
towards  procuring  him  a  mailer's  degree  from  the 
amivcrfity  of  Dublin :  the  letter  has  appeared  in  prints 
iMit  with  amiftaken  date  of  the  year,  viz.  1737  -,  for  it 
pientions  Johnfon's  being  the  author  of  the  poem  of 
*  London,'  which,  as  I  have  above  fixed  it,  was  writr 
laoBi  in  17  j8.    Jt  is  as  follows : 

^  Sir, 

^  Mr*  STamucl  Johnfon,  (author  of  London  a  fatire^ 
^  and  fome  other  poetical  pkces,)  is  a  native  of  chU 
^ '  country,  and  much  relpeftfid  by  fome  worthy  gen^ 

*  demen  in  bis  neighbourhood,  who  are  truftees  of  a 
^  diarity  fchool  now  vacant,  the  certain  falary  of  which 
^  is  60I.  per  year,  of  which  "^they  ace  defirous  to  mak^ 
^  him  mafler ;  ^but,  unfortunately,  he  is  not  capable  of 

*  receiving  their  bounty,  which  would  make  him  hap^ 
'  py  for  life,  by  not  being  a  Mafter  of  Arts,  which,  by 
^  the  ftatutes  of  this  fchool,  the  mafter  of  it  muft 
^  be. 

*  Now  thefe  gentlemen  do  me.the  Aooow  to  thinki 

*  that  I  have  intereft  enough  in  you  Xo  prevail  uppp 
'  you  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  perfuade  the  univerfity 
^  of  Dublin  to  fend  a  diploma  to  me,,  ppnftituting  thi^ 
^  poor  man  Mafter  of  Arts  in  their  univcrfity.    They 

'  Highly 
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kighly  extol  die  man's  kaming  and  probhy^  and  will 
not  te  perfuaded  that  the  univerfity  will  make  any 
difiiculty  of  conferring  fuch  a  favour  upon  a  ftranger, 
if  he  is  recommended  by  the  Dean.  They  fay  be 
is  not  afraid  of  the  ftrideft  examination,  though  }m 
is  of  fo  long  a  journey,  and  wDl  venture  it  if  the 
Dean  thinks  it  neceifary,  choofmg  rather  to  die  upoa 
the  road,  than  to  be  ftarved  to  death  in  tranfladi^ 
for  bookiellers,  which  has  been  his  only  fub&fbence 
fer  ibme  time  paft. 

^  I  fear  there  is  more  difficulty  in  this  affair  than 
thefe  good-natured  gendemen  apprehend,  cfyccieilf:, 
as  their  eledion  cannot  be  delayed  longer  than  the 
I  idi  of  next  month*  If  yoia  fee  this  matter  in  the 
iarae  lig^t  that  it  af:^)ears  to  me,  I  hope  you  wiU 
bum  this  and  paidon  me  for  giving  you  fe  much 
trouble  about  an  imprafticabie  thing ;  but  if  you 
think  there  is  a  probability  uf  obtaining  the  favour 
alked,  I  am  fure  your  humanity  and  propenfity  to 
relieve  merit  in  diftrefs,  will  incline  you  to  ferve  the 
poor  man,  without  my  adding  any  more  to  the  troti-* 
ble  I  have  already  git^n  you,  than  afibring  you  thac 
I  am,  wih  greattrurfi, 

.        ^  Sir, 
*  Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 
*  Trentham,  AugtJft  i ,  1 7  37 .  Gowt  r  .^ 

If  ever  Johnfon  had  reafon  to  lament  the  fhortnefi 
of  his  ftay  at  the  univerfity,  it  was  now.  Tlie  want  of 
an  honour,  which,  after  a  fliort  efflux  of  years,  is  con- 
ferred almoft  of  courfe,  was,  at  this  crifis,  his  greateft 
misfortune  :  it  ftood  between  him  and  the  acquifition 
of  an  income  of  60I.  a  year,  in  a  country  and  at  a 
II  tim^ 
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time  that  made  it  equivalent  to  a  much  larger  funt 
at  prcfent. 

The  letter  of  Lord  Gower  failing  of  its  effcft, 
Johnfbn  returned  to  London^  refblving  on  a  vigorous 
tffbrt  to  fupply  his  wants :  this  was  a  tranflation  inta 
Englifh  of  Father  Paul's  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of 
Trent*:  the  former  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Brent,  though  ar 
faithful  one,  being,  in  the  judgment  of  Ibme  perfons, 
rather  obfolete.  Johnfon  was  well  enough  fkilled  in  the 
Italian  language  for  the  undertaking,  and  was  encou-- 
raged  to  it  by  many  of  his  friends ;  as  namely,  Mn 
Walmflcy,  Mr.  Caflon  the  letter-founder,  Mr.  [after-' 
wards  Dr.]  Birch,  and  others  $  but  he  chofe  to  make 
it  a  joint  projeft,  and  take  Cave  into  the  adventure, 
who,  as  the  work  proceeded,  a4vanced  him  fmall 
fums,  at  two  or  three  guineas  a  week,  amounting  to«- 
gether  to  near  fifty  pounds.f 

It  happened  at  this  rime  that  another  peribn  of  the 
fame  chriftian  and  furname,  the  then  keeper  of  Dr. 
Tenifbn's  library  in  St.  Martin's  parifh,  had  engaged 
in  the  like  defign,  and  was  fupported  therein  by  Dr. 
Zachary  Pearce,  and  alio  by  moft  of  the  bifhops^  and 
by  many  of  the  dignified  clergy,  which  being  the  cafei 
the  folicitations  in  behalf  of  the  two  verfions  crofled 

*  Vide  Gent.  Mag.  for  Jan.  i785»  page  6, 
+  Propofals  for  publiihing  it  were  advertifed  in  the  Weekly  Mif- 
cellany  of  21ft  O^.  1738,  in  the  following  terms  s   '  Juft  publifli- 

*  ed,  propofals  for  printing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 

*  tranflated  from  the  lulian  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi,  with  the  author'^ 
'  life,  and  notes  Theological,  Hiftoiical  and  Critical,  from  the 

*  French  edition  of  Dr.  Le  Courayer.  To.wliich  arc  added,  ob-» 

*  fervations  on  the  hidory  and  notes ;  and  illuftrations  from  various 

*  authors,  both  printed  and  manufcript,  by  S.  Johnfon,  in  two  vo- 

*  lumes  quarto.' 
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tach  other,  and  rendered  both  abortive*  Twelve 
quarto  fheets  of  Johnfbn's  were  printed  off;  but  what 
became  of  the  other  is  not  known*  This  difappoint"^ 
nient^  however  mortifying,  did  not  hinder  Johnibn 
from  profecudng  a  part  of  his  original  defign,  and 
writing  the  life  of  the  author,  which,  with  the  alliftancc 
of  a  life  of  him^  written  by  an  Italian  nobleman^ 
whole  name  I  could  never  learn,  and  publiihed  in  a 
clofeiy  printed  duodecinrio,  he  was  enabled  to  complete» 
and  ia  an  abridgment  to  iniert  in  Cave's  Maga^ 
zine. 

Various  other  projefb  about  this  rime  did  he  form 
of  publications  on  literary  fubjefts,  ^ich,  in  a  fuble^ 
quent  page,  by  the  help  of  a  lift  in  his  own  hand-writ- 
ing, I  have  enumerated,  but  they  were  either  blafbed 
by  other  publications  of  a  fimilar  nature,  or  abandoned 
for  want  of  encouragement. 

However^  that  he  might  not  be  totally  unemployed. 
Cave  engaged  him  to  undertake  a  tranflation  of  an  Ex^ 
amen  of  Pope's  Effay  on  Man,  written  by  Mr.  Croufaz, 
a  profeflbr  in  Switzerland,  who  had  acquired  fome 
eminence  by  a  treatile  on  Logic  of  his  writing,  and 
alfo,  by  his  Examen  de  Pyrrhonifine ;  and  of  whom 
Johnfon>  after  obferving  'that  he  was  no  mean  anta- 
gonift,  has  given  this  charafter : — ^  His  mind  was  one 

*  of  thofc  in  which  philofophy  and  piety  are  happily 
^  united.  He  was  accuftomed  to  argument  and  difqui-. 

*  lition^  and  perhaps  was  grown  too  defirous  of  detedt- 
^  ing  faults,  but  his  intention  was  always  right,  his 
^  opinions  were  folid,  and  his  religion  pure.  His  in- 
'  ceffant  vigilance  for  the  promotion  of  piety  di^fed 
'  him  to  look  with  diftruft  upon  all  metaphyfical  fyf- 

*  terns  of  Theology,  and  all  fchemes  of  virtue  and  hap- 
^  pinefs  purely  rational ;  and  therefotc,  it  was  not  long 

Vol.  h  F  « before 
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^  before  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  pdTitions  of  Popcr 

*  as  they  terrpinated  for  the  moft  part  in  natural  reli- 

*  gion,  were  intended  to  draw  mankind  away  from 

*  Revelation^  and  to  rcprcfent  the  whole  coorfe  of 
^  things  as  a  necefiary  concatenation  of  indifibluble 
^  fatality;  and  it  i3  undeniable,  that  in  many  pafiages> 

*  a  religioiis  eye  may  eafily  difcover  expreflions  not 

*  very  favourable  to  morals  or  to  liberty/* 

The  rq)utatioa  of  the  ESxy  on  Man  fbon  after  its 
publicatiori  invited  a  tranflation  of  it  into  French, 
which  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  Abbe; 
Refiiel^  and  falling  inta  the  hahd&  of  Croufaz,  drew 
from  him  firft  a  general  ceniure  of  the  principles 
maintained  in. the  poem^  and  afterwards,  a  comnoen* 
tary  thereon  containing  particular  remarks  on  every^ 
paragrqih*.  The  former  of  thefe  it  was  that  Johnibn 
tranflated,  as  appears  by  the  foUowii^  letteir  of  his  to 
Cave,  which  is  renderdd  ibmeivhat  remarkable  by  his 
ftiling  himfelf  Impranfm. 

*  Dear  Srk, 

*  I  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that  the  Com- 

*  mentafy  cannot  be  profecutcd  with  any  appearance 
^  of  lucceft ;  for,  as  the  names  of  the  authors  con- 

*  cerned  are  of  more  weight  in  the  performance  tha» 

*  its  own  intrinfic  merit,  the  public  will  be  foon  fatis- 

*  fied  with  it.    And  I  think  the  Examen  (hould  be 

*  pulhed  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  Thus, 
•*  This  day,  &c.  AnEx^nenofMr.Pope'seflay,  &c* 
•'  containing  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  philoibphy  of 
•^  Mrt  Leibnitz  on  the  lyftem  of  the  Fatalifts,  with,  a 

^  Life  of  Pope  among  ^e  poets, 
...     %  *^  confutation 
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•*  confutation  of  their  opinions,  and  an  illuflrationof 
«'  the  doctrine  of  Free-will,"  with  what  elfe  you  think 
^  proper. 

^  It  will,  above  all,  be  neceffaly  to  take  notice, 
^  that  it  is  a  thing  diftinft  from  the  Commentary. 

^  I  was  fo  far  from  imagining  they  [the  compofitors] 

*  ftpod  ftill,  that  I  conceived  them  to  have  a  good  deal 

*  beforehand)  and  therefore  was  lefs  anxious  in  pro- 

*  viding  them  more.  But  if  ever  they  ftand  ftill  on 
'  my  account,  it  muft  doubtlefs  be  charged  to  me  j 

*  and  whatever  elfe  will  be  reafonable  I  fhall  not  op- 

*  pofc  J  but  beg  a  fufpenfe  of  judgment  till  morning, 

*  when  I  muft  intreat  you  to  fend  me  a  dozen  propofals, 

*  and  you  fhall  then  have  copy  to  fpare* 

*  I  am,  Sir>  your^s,  knprtmfusy 

*  Sam.  Johkson/ 

Johnfon^s  tranflation  of  the  Exanlen.was  printed  by 
Cave,  and  came  abroad,  but  without  a  name,  in  No- 
vcmbcr,i738,  bearing  the  title  of,  'An  Examination 

*  d[  Mr.  Pope*s  Eflay  on  Man,  containing  a  fifccinft 
'  view  of  the  lyftem  of  the  Fatalifts,  and  a  confutation 
'  of  their  opinions ;  with  an  iUuftration  of  the  dodtrine 

*  of  Free- Will,  and  an  enquiry  what  view  Mr.  Pope 
^  mig^t  have  in  toiiching  upon  the  Leibnitzian  Philo^ 

*  fophy  and  Fatalifm*  By  Mr*  Croufaz,  profeflbr  of 
'  Philofophy  and  Mathematics  at  Laufanne,  &c.' 

All  the  world  knows  that  the  Eflay  on  Man  was 
conr^xxfed  from  the  didlamen  of  Lord  Bolingbrok^, 
and  it  \%  Utde  iefs  notorious  that  Pope  was  but  mean- 
ly (killed  in  that  fort  of  learning  to  which  the  fubjcft 
of  his  poem  related :  he  had  not  been  converfant  with 
the  writings  or  opinions  of  the  different  fefts  of  phi- 

F  2  lofophers 
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lofophers  of  whom  fome  maintained  and  others  denied 
the  freedom  of  the  will,  and  knew  little  more  of  the 
arguments  for  and  againft  human  liberty  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  what  is  called  Neceflitjr,  than  he  was  able 
to  gather  frcMTi  the  controverfy  between  Anthony 
Collins  and  his  opponents^  or  that  between  Dr.  Clarke 
and  Leibnitz.  He  was  therefore  unable  to  4^nd 
what  he  had  written^  and  flood  a  dead  mark  for  his 
adverfaries  to  (hoot  at.  Fortunate  for  him  it  was, 
that  at  this  crilis  there  was  living  fuch  a  perfon  as  Mr. 
Warbiirtonj  and  Pope  had  for  all  the  remainder  of  his 
life  reafon  to  refled  with  pleafure  on  the  accident  that 
brought  them  acquainted,  and  which  I  will  prcfcntly 
relate. 

Warburton's  origin  and  rife  into  literary  reputation 
are  pretty  w?ll  known.  He  had  ferved  a  clerklhip  to 
an  attorney  the  town-clerk  of  Newark  upon  Trent, 
and  for  a  Ibort  time  was  himfelf  a  prafbifer  in  that 
profeffion ;  but  having  a  ftrbng  propenfity  to  learning, 
he  determined  to  quit  it,  and  purfue  a  courie  of  ftudy 
fuch  as  was  necefiary  to  qualify  him  for  the  miniilerial 
function,  and  having  completed  it,  got  admitted  into 
holy  orders,  and  fettled  in  London,  where,  upon  his 
arrival,  he  became  acquainted  with  fome  of  the  inferbr 
wits,  Concannen,  Theobald,  and  others  the  enemies  of 
Pope,  and  adopted  many  of  their  fentiments.  In  a 
letter  to  the  former  of  thefe  he  writes,    *  Dryden  I 

*  obferve  borrows  for  want  of  leifure,  and  Pope  for 

*  want  of  genius  ;   Milton  out  of  pride,  and  Addi- 

*  fon  out  of  modefly  /  further  he  afTiftcd  Theobald 
with  notes  on  many  pafTages  in  his  edition  of  Shakc- 
fpeare,  which  charge  Mr.  Pope  with  ignorance,  and 
incapacity  for  the  office  of  an  editor. 

But 
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But  leaving  literal  criticifm  to  thefc  his  firft  aflbci- 
atcs,  Warburton  betook  himfelf  to  ftudies  of  greater 
imporunce^  and  before  the  publication  of  the  Examea 
of  the  EiTay  on  Man,  had  made  himfelf  known,  as  an 
original  thinker,  by  his  Divine  Legation  of  Mofes,  a 
work  which,  as  it  met  with  great  oppofition,  gave  him 
occalion  to  difplay  a  fingular  talent  in  controverfy. 
As  there  was  nothing  congenial  in  the  minds  of  him 
and  I^ope,  they  neither  of  them  fought  the  acquain- 
tance of  the  other,  but  mere  chance  brought  them  to- 
gether, a  chance  fo  propitious  to  Warburton's  fortunes 
that  it  became  an  epoch  in  his  life,  and  was  the  leading 
circumftance  to  his  becoming  the  owner  of  a  fair  eftate, 
and  his  promotion  to  a  biihopric. 

The  friendihip  of  thefe  two  perfons  had  its  comr 
mencement  in  that  bookfeller's  ihop  which  is  fituate 
on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  gate-way  leading  4own  the 
Inner  Temple-lane.  Warburton  had  fome  dealings 
with  Jacob  Robinfon  the  publifher,  to  whom  the  Ihop 
belonged^  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  drawn 
there  on  bufinefs ;  Pope  might  have  a  call  of  the  like 
kind :  however  that  be,  there  they  met,  and  entering 
into  a  converfation  which  was  not  foon  ended,  con^ 
ceived  a  mutual  liking,  and  as  we  may  fuppofe,  plighted 
their  faith  to  each  other.  TJje  fruit  of  thb  interview 
and  the  fubfequent  communications  of  the  parties  was, 
the  publication,  in  November  1739,  of  a  pamphlet 
with  this  title,  *  A  Vindication  of  Mr.  Pope's  Effay 

*  on  Man.     By  the  author  of  the  Divine  Legation 

•  of  Mofes.     Printed  for  J.  Robinfon.' 

Whether  or  not  Croufaz  ever  replied  to  this  vindir 
cation,  I  am  not  at  leifure  to  enquire.    I  incline  to 
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think  he  did  not,  and  that  the  controverfy  refted  on 
the  foot  of  the  Examen  and  the  Conimentaiy  on  the 
Qnc  part,  and  the  Vindication  on  the  other.  In  the 
year  i743>  Johnfon  took  it  into  his  head  to  review 
the  argument,  and  became  a  moderator  in  a  difpute 
which,  on  the  fide  of  Warburton,  had  been  conducted 
with  a  great  degree  of  that  indignation  and  contempt 
of  his  advcrlarjr,  which  is  vifible  in  moft  of  his  writ- 
ings. This  he  did  in  two  letters  feverally  publiihed  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  the  months  of  March 
and  November  in  the  above  year,  with  a  promife  rf 
more,  but  proceeded  no  farther  than  to  ftate  the  fen- 
timents  of  Mr.  Croufaz  relpefting  the  poem,  from  a 
feeming  convi6tion  that  he  was  difcufling  an  uninter- 
citing  queftion. 

Johnfon  had  already  tried  his  hand  at  political  fatire, 
and  had  fucceeded  in  it  j  and  though  no  new  occafioa 
offered,  he  was  either  urged  by  diftrefs  or  prompted 
by  that  clamour  againft  the  minifter  which  in  the  year 
1739  was  become  ^^T  Jo^d,  to  joiii  in  the  popular 
cry,  and  as  it  were,  to  carry  war  into  his  own  quarters^ 
This  he  did  in  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  *  Mamior  Norfol- 
'  ciei>fe,  or  an  effay  on  an  ancient  prophetical  infcrip- 
^  tion,  in  Monkilh  rhyme,  lately  difcovered  near  Lynn 
*  in  Norfolk,  by  Probus  Britannicus.' 

This  mode  of  fatire,  the  publication  of  prophecies 
adapted  to  the  incidents  of  the  time  when  written,  and 
not  fo  genuine  as  that  of  Nixon,  the  Cheihire  lea-, 
which  fome  thought  was  fulfilled  in  1745,  is  not  an 
invention  fo  new  as  many  may  think.  In  fome  in- 
ftances  it  has  been  a  mere  exercife  of  wit  5  i|i  others 
it  has  been  ufed  as  a  means  to  excite  a  people  to 
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iedition.     Under  the  firft  dais  is  noted  that  mentioaed 
ky  Lord  Bacon  1 

'  When  Hennpe  is  fpun, 

^  En^and's  done  $' 
vhcreby,  as  his  lordfliip  fays^  it  was  generally  con« 
cetved^  that  after  the  princes  had  reigned  which  had 
die  principal  letters  of  that  word  Hempe,  (which 
were  Henry,  Edward^  Mary^  Philip  and  Elizabeth) 
England  ihould  come  to  utter  confufion^  which,  adda 
he,  thanks  be  to  Grod,  is  verified  only  in  the  change 
of  name,  for  the  king's  ftile  is  now  no  more,  of  Eng<> 
land,  but  of  Britain.  Of  the  latter  clafs  of  feigned 
prophecies  many  have,  jwithin  thefe  few  years,  been 
publiihed  by  authors  who  had  not  wit  enough  to 
put  them  into  verfe. 

The  infcription  mentioned  in  the  title-page  of  the 
Marmor  Norfolcienfe,  as  alfo  the  relation  of  the  man-- 
ncr  of  finding  it,  are,  as  will  be  readily  fuppofed,  equally 
fiftitious,  as  the  fole  ^nd  of  writing  and  publiihing  it 
was  to  give  occafion  for  a  comment,  which  ihould 
concentrate  all  the  topics  of  popular  difcontent :  ac« 
cordingly  it  is  infinuated,  becaufe  an  a&  of  parliament 
had  then  lately  palled,  by  which  it  was  ena&ed  that  all 
law  proceedings  Ihould  be  in  Englifh,  that  therefore 
few  lawyers  underftood  Latin ;  and  the  people  arc 
taught  to  look  on  the  defccndants  of  the  Princcfs  So- 
phia as  intruders  of  yeftcrday,  receiving  an  eftate  by 
voluntary  grant,  and  erefting  thereon  a  claim  of  here- 
ditary right.  The  explanation  of  the  prophecy,  which 
is  all  ironical,  reiblves  itfelf  into  an  inveAive  againft 
a  flianding  army,  a  ridicule  of  the  balance  of  power, 
complaints  of  the  inadtivity  of  the  Britifh  lion,  and 
that  the  Hanover  horfc  was  fuffered  to  fuck  his  blood. 

T  4  A  pub- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


71  THELIFEOF 

A  publication  fo  iflflammatory  as  this,  could  hardiy 
cfcape  the  notice  of  any  government,  under  which  the 
legal  idea  of  a  libel  might  be  iuppofed  to  exift.  The 
principles  it  contained  were  fuch  as  the  Jacobites  of  the 
time  openly  avowed;  and  warrants  were  iflued  and 
meffengers  employed  to  apprehend  the  author,  who, 
though  he  had  forborne  to  fubfcribe  his  name  to  the 
pamphlet,  the  vigilance  of  thofe  in  purfuit  of  him  had 
^ifcovered.  To  elude  the  fearch  after  him,  he,  toge- 
ther  with  his  wife,  took  an  obfcure  lodging  in  a  houfe 
in  Lambeth  mar(h,  and  lay  there  concealed  till  the  fcent 
after  him  was  grown  cold. 

"  In  the  fame  year,  1739,  an  event  arofe  that  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  Johnfon  again  to  exercife  his  talent  of  fatire  1 
viz,  the  refufal  of  a  licence  for  a£ting  a  tragedy  inti* 
tied,  *  Guftavus  Vafa,  or  the  deliverer  of  his  country,* 
written  by  Henry  Brooke,  to  account  for  which  feeming 
injury,  fome  prevbus  information,  fuch  as  I  am  no^ 
about  to  give,  appears  neceffary. 

The  places  for  theatrical  reprefentations  in  this 
country  were  anciendy  the  king's  palace,  and  the  man- 
fions  of  the  nobility ;  but,  as  the  loveof  them  incrcafcd, 
taverns  and  other  public  houfes  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  and  fuburbs,  were  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe,  and 
called  play-houfes .  The  ufurpation  and  the  principles 
of  the  times  put  a  ftop  to  ftage  entertainments :  at  the 
reftoration  they  were  revived,  and  the  places  for  repre- 
fentation  conftrufted  in  the  form  of  theatres :  their 
number,  at  no  time  after  that  period,  exceeded  four, 
and  in  the  year  1728,  and  long  before,  it  was  reduced 
to  three,  namely,  Drury  lane,  lincoln's-inn  fields, 
,and  the  French  playhoufe  In  the  Hay-markets  1j\  that 
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year,  a  man,  of  the  name  of  Qdell,  took  a  throwftcr*s 
Ihop  in  Ayliffe  flxeet,  Goodman's  fields,  and  coUefting 
together  a  number  of  ftroUing  players  of  both  fexes^ 
opened  it  as  a  theatre.  Its  contiguity  to  the  city, 
foon  made  it  a  place  of  great  reibrt,  and  what  was  ap- 
prehended f]x>m  the  advertifement  of  plays  to  be  ex- 
hibited in  that  quarter  of  the  town,  foon  followed :  the 
adjacent  houfes  became  taverns,  in  name,  but  in  truth 
they  were  houfes  of  lewd  reibrt  *;  and  the  former  oc- 
cupiers of  them,  ufeful  manufafhirers  and  induilrious 
artificers,  were  driven  to  feek  elfewhere  for  a  refidence. 
In  the  courle  of  the  entertainments  of  this  place,  the 
inaiiager  ventured  to  exhibit  fome  few  new  plays; 
among  the  reft  a  tragedy,  intitled^  ^  King  Charles  the 
•  Firft,*  containing  fentiments  fuited  to  the  charafters 
of  republicans,  feftaries  and  enthufiafts,  and  afcenicai 
reprefentation  of  the  events  of  that  prince's  difaftrous 
reign,  better  forgotten  than  remembered.  Sober  per- 
ions  thought  that  the  revival  of  the  memory  of  paii 
tranlaftions  of  luch  a  kind  as  thefe  were,  would  fervc 
no  good  purpofe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  perpetuate 
that  enmity  between  the  friends  to  and  opponents  of 
our  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  eftablifhment,  which  they 

*  I  oact,  while  I  waa  chairman  of  the  Middlefex  feffionsi  tried 
an  indiftment  for  a  riot  committed  in  one  of  thefe  cofTee-houfes, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  difcovered,  that  it  wu  kept 
by  a  woman,  a  &ff  quaker,  and  was  ftrangely  puzzled  to  re- 
coDcile  in  my  mind  focha  iblecifm  in  manners  as  the  profef- 
&»  of  purity  witb  the  practice  of  lewdnefs.  She  appeared  in 
OMBt  in  the  plain  and  neat  garb  of  the  people  of  that  perfqafion* 
and  was  the  wife  of  a  feafariiig  man,  who  being  abroad,  had  left 
her  to  porfue  this  lawlefs  occupation.  I  reproved  her  for  her  courfe 
of  liftj   but  could  not  make  her  fenfible  that   it  was  fcanda^ 

had 
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had  heretofore  excited ;  and  for  fufftring  fuch  reprc- 
ientations  as  thefe^  they  execrated  not  fo  much  the 
author  as  the  manager.  In  this  inftatnoe,  die  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  was  ill-direfted :  the  arguments 
arifing  from  this  luppofed  abufe  of  hiftrioniicai  liberty 
were  not  local ;  they  proved  too  much^  and  rather  ap- 
plied to  ftage  entertainments  in  general  than  to  the 
condud  of  a  particular  manager. 

But  others  looked  on  diis  new-erefted  theatre  with 
an  eye  more  penetrating :  the  merchants  of  London^ 
then  a  grave  fagacious  body  €)(wcn,  found  that  it  was 
a  temptadcm  to  idlraefs  and  to  pleafure  diat  their  clerks 
could  not  refift :  they  regretted  to  fee  the  corruptions 
t>f  Covent-garden  extended,  and  the  feats  of  induftry 
hold  forth  allurements  to  vice  and  debauchery.     The 
principal  of  thefe  was  Sir  John  Barnard,  a  wife  and 
venerable  mauj  and  a  good  citizen :  he,  as  a  magiflratCy 
had  for  feme  time  been  watching  for  luch  information 
as  would  bring  the  a£tors  at  Goodman's-fields  play- 
faoufe  within  the  reach  of  the  vagrant  laws  ;  but  none 
was  laid  before  him  that  he  could,  with  prudence,  aft 
upon.    At  length,  however,  an  opportunity  offered, 
^hich  he  not  only  embraced,  but  made  an  admirable 
ufe  of:  Mr.  Henry  Fielding,  then  a  young  barrifter 
without  praftice,  a  draniatic  poet,  and  a  patriot,  under 
the  extreme  preffure  of  neceffity,  had,  in  the  year  1736, 
written  a  comedy,  or  a  farce,  we  may  call  it  either  or 
•both,  intitled,  ^  Pafquin,'  a  dramatic  fatire  o^  the 
times,  and  brought  it  on  the  ftage  of  the  litde  play- 
houfe  in  the  Hay-market,  which,  being  calculated  to 
encourage  popular  clamour,  and  containing  in  it  many 
•reBeftions  on  the  public  councils,  fimrnifhed  reafons  for 
bringing  a  bill  into  the  houfe  of  commons  for  prohibit- 
ing 
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isg  the  afting  of  any  intcrlirdc,  tragedy*  xximcdy,  opera, 
{^ay^  farce,  &c.  without  the  authority  of  his  MqcAy'^ 
kttcrs-patrat  or  a  licence  fix)m  the  k»xl*channberlatn. 
In  this  bill  a  claufe  was  inferted  on  the  motacm  of  Sir 
John  Barnard)  and  a  very  judicious  one  it  rvfos,  by 
which  it  was  made  penal,  even  with  any  fuch  patent  or 
licence,  to  9&  or  reprefent  any  fuch  interlude,  &c» 
in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  except  in  the  city  of  Weft* 
minfter  and  fuch  other  places  as  his  Majefty,  in  perfea^ 
ihouldrefidein. 

Before  1737,  the  year  in  which  diis  bill  wasixroug^ 
in,  die  property  of  Goodman's-fidds  playhoufe  had 
pailed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Gifiard,  who,  en* 
t»uraged  by  a  fiibfcription,  pulled  it  down,  and,  under 
the  direftion  of  Shephard,  the  architjrd,  the  fame  that 
afterwards  built  Covent-garden  theatre,  had  ere6led  a 
-new  one.  This  nun,  while  the  bill  was  depending,  pe- 
titioned againft  it,  and,  in  his  printed  cale,TeprefentBd 
the  injury  he  was  likely  to  fuflain :  all  the  ipdcious  ar- 
guments of  the  great  fums  he  had  expended  on  die  pur-* 
chafe  of  the  houfe,  and  rebuilding  it,  in  fcenes,  cloadis, 
&C.  were  urged  with  their  utmoft  force,  and  his  right 
to  an  equivalent  ftated ;  but  all  to  no  efieft :  the  biH 
paflfed,  and  the  ftatute  is  now  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  true,  an  evafion  of  it  was  afterwards  con^ 
trived  by  an  adverdfement  of  a  concert,  with  a  phf 
g^en  gratis,  but  that  fubterfuge  was  foon  abao* 
doned. 

The  operation  of  this  flatute  was  two-fold;  it  fub- 
jefted  theatrical  reprefentations  to  a  licence,  and  fup- 
prefied  a  nuifance.  And  here  let  me  obferve,  that 
Sl^H^  of  plays  it  is  (aid  that  they  teach  morality,  and 
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of  the  ftage  diat  it  is  the  mirror  of  human  Ufc»  theie 
aflertions  are  mere  declamation^  and  have  no  foimda* 
tion  in  truth  or  experience :  on  the  contrary^  a  play** 
houfe,  and  the  regions  about  it,  are  the  very  hot-beds 
of  vice :  how  elfe  comes  it  to  pafs  that  no  iboner  is  a 
piayhouie  opened  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom»  than  it 
becomes  furrounded  by  an  halo  of  brothels  ?  Of  this 
truth)  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  I  am  now  fpeak^ 
ing  of  has  had  experience ;  one  pariih  alone^  adjacent 
thereto,  having  to  my  knowledge,  expended  the  fum 
X}{  1300I.  in  profecutions  for  the  purpofe  of  removing 
thoie  inhabitants,  whom,  for  inftruAion  in  the  fciencc 
of  human  life,  the  playhoufc  had  drawn  thither. 

Mr.  Brooke,  the  author  above-mentioned,  having 
with  his  eyes  open,  and  the  ftatute  of  the  tenth  of 
George  the  fecond  ftaring  him  in  the  face,  written  a 
tragedy,  in  which,  as  will  be  prefcndy  fliewn,  under 
pretence  of  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  he 
inculcates  principles,  not  only  anti-monarchical,  but 
fcarcely  confiftent  with  any  fyftcm  of  civil  fubordina- 
rion ;  what  wonder  is  it,  that,  under  a  monarchical 
government,  a  licence  for  fuch  a  theatrical  reprefen- 
tation  fliould  be  refufed  ?  or  that  fuch  a  refufal  fhould 
be  followed  by  a  prohibidon  of  the  adting  it  i 

This  interpoiition  of  legal  authority  was  looked 
upon  by  the  author's  friends,  in  which  number  were 
included  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  kingdom,  as  an  in^ 
fradion  of  a  natural  right,  and  as  afFeAing  the  caufe  cl[ 
liberty.  To  exprcfs  their  refentment  of  this  injury, 
they  advifed  him  to  fend  it  to  the  prefs,  and  by  a  fub* 
fcription  to  the  publication,  of  near  a  thoufand  perlbos, 
encouraged  others  to  the  like  attempts.  By  means  of 
the  printed  copy  any  one  is  enabled  to  judge  of  its 
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general  tendency,  and,  by  rcfleding  on  the  fenttmenti 
inculcated  in  the  following  Ipeeches  therein  to  be  founds 
to  meafure  the  injuftice  done  him : 

Is  it  of  fate  that  he  who  alTumes  a  crown 

Throws  off  humanity  ? 

Beyond  the  (weeping  of  the  proudeft  train 

That  Ihades  a  monarch's  heel,  I  prize  thefe  weeds# 

■  our  Dalecarlians 
Have  oft  been  known  to  give  a  law  to  kings* 

Divide  and  conquer  is  the  fum  of  politics^ 

■  if  thou  think'ft 

That  empire  is  of  titled  birth  or  blood ; 
That  nature,  in  the  proud  behalf  of  one. 
Shall  difenfranchife  all  her  lordly  race. 
And  bow  her  general  iflue  to  the  yoke 
Of  private  domination,  &c. 


thou  art  the  miniftcr. 


The  reverend  monitor  of  vice. 

The  fence  of  virtue  is  a  chief's  beft  caution  j 
And  the  firm  furety  of  my  people's  hearts 
Is  all  the  guard  that  e'er  fhall  wait  Guftavus. 

The  dedication  to  the  play,  addreffed  to  the  fub- 
fcribers,  gives  the  reader  to  underftand,  that  the  au- 
thor had  ^  ftudied  the  ancient  laws  of  his  country^ 

*  though  not  converfant  with  her  prefcnt  political  ftate,* 
that  he  is  '  a  friend  to  national  liberty  and  perfonal  free* 

*  dom,'  (meaning  by  the  firft, '  a  ftate  refulting  from 

*  virtue  or  reafon  ruling  in  a  breaft  fuperior  to  appetite 

*  and  paffion,'  and,  by  the  laft,  *  a  fecurity  arifing  from 

*  the  nature  of  a  well-ordered  conftitution,  for  thofe  ad- 

*  vantages 
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'  vantages  and  privileges  that  each  man  has  a  ri^t  to 
^  t^  contributing  as  a  member  to  the  weal  of  that  com-* 
*,munity ;')  thefe  declarations  ajts  interfperied  with  re- 
flexions on  the  lord-chamberlain,  and  a  complaint 
that  his  treatment  of  the  author  *  was  lingular  and  un- 

*  precedented  j'  after  which  follows  an  eilriflon  of  patri* 
otic  fentiments  ferving  tx)  fhew,  that  a  monarch  or  head 
pC  (wh  a  conftitudon  as  he  above  has  defcribed^  is 

*  fceptered  in  the  hearts  of  his  people/ 

Upon  occafion  of  this  publication,  Johnfon  was  em- 
ployed by  one  Corbet,  a  bookfeller  of  finall  note,  to 
take  up  the  caufe  of  this  injured  author,  and  he  did  it 
in  a  pamphlet,  intided,  *  A  Compleat  Vindication  of 

*  the  Licenfers  of  the  Stage  from  the  malicious  and 
'  fcandalous  afperfions  of  Mr.  Brooke,  author  of 
«  Guftavus  Vafa/  4to.  1739. 

Criticilm  would  be  ill  employed  in  a  minute  exami^ 
nation  of  the  Marmor  Norfolcienfe,  and  the  Vindicad^ 
on  of  the  Licenfers :  in  general  it  may  fuffice  to  fay  that 
they  are  both  ironical,  diat  they  difplay  neither  learn- 
ing nor  wit,  and  that  in  neither  of  them  is  there  to 
be  difcovered  a  fingle  ray  of  that  brightnefs  which 
beams  fo  ftrongly  in  the  author's  moral  and  po- 
litical eflays.  Did  it  become  a  man  of  his  difcern- 
meht,  endowed  with  fuch  powers  of  realbning  and 
eloquence  as  he  pofleiTed,  to  adopt  vulgar  preju-' 
dices,  or,  in  the  cant  of  the  oppofidon,  to  clamor 
againft  place-men,  and  peniioners  and  Handing  ar- 
mies ?  to  ridicule  the  apprehenfion  of  that  invafion 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  which  himfdf,  but  a  few 
years  after  became  a  witnefs  to,  or  to  compare  the 
improbability  of  fuch  an  event  with  that  of  a  general 
infurre^on  of  all  who  were  prohibited  the  ufe  of  gin  ? 
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Of  all  the  modes  of  facire,  I  know  none  ^  feeble 
as  that  of  uninterrupted  irony.  The  reaibn  of  thk 
lecim  to  be^  that  in  that  kind  of  writing  the  author  is 
compelled  to  advance  pofitions  which  no  reader  can 
think  he  believes,  and  to  put  queftions  that  can  be 
aniwered  in  but  one  way,  and  that  fuch  ah  one  as 
diwarts  the  fenfe  of  the  propounder.  Of  this  kind  of 
interrogatories  the  pamphlet  I  am  fpeaking  of  feems 
to  be  an  example  j  Ms  the  man  without  penfion  or 

*  place  to  fufpeft  the  impartiality  or  the  judgment  of 
<  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  adminiftration  of 
^  public  affairs  i  Is  he,  when  the  law  is  not  ftriAly 
'  oblerved  in  regard  to  him,  to  think  himielf  aggrieved, 

*  to  tell  his  fentiments  in  print,  to  afiert  his  claim  to 

*  better  ufage,  and  Hy  fyt  etdtefs  xA  another  tri^ 
«  bunal  ?' 

Who  doc»  not  fee  that  to  thefe  feveral  queries  the 
aofwer  muft  be  in  the  affirmative?  and,  if  fo,  thfe 
p^int  of  the  writer's  wit  is,  in  diis  inftance>  blunted,  and 
his  argument  baffled. 

In  the  courfc  of  this  mock  vindication  of  power, 
Johnibn  has  taken  a  wide  fcope,  and  adopted  all  the 
vulgar  topics  of  complaint  as  they  were  vented  weekly 
in  the  public  papers,  and  in  the  writings  of  B<ding- 
broke,  flimiy  and  malignant  as  they  are.  And  here  let 
me  note  a  curious  ibphifm  of  that  (uperficial  thinker, 
which  I  remoTiber  to  have  fecn  in  his  celebrated  Diflcr- 
tadon  on  Parties ;  but  which,  not  having  the  book  by 
me,  I  cite  by  menK>ry :  it  is  to  this  purpofe  :  *  The 

*  advocates  of  the  minifter,"  fays  hisLordfhip,  'defy  us 

*  tolhew,  that,  under  his  adminiftration,  any  infra<5Hon 

*  had  been  made  of  die  original  contraft.'  To  this  we 
anfwer^  that  between  fuch  an  infradtion  and  the  lofs  of 

our 
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our  liberties,  there  can  no  point  of  time  intenrene  f 
fuch  a  cauie  and  fuch  an  efieft  being  fo  clofely  con^ 
netted,  that  we  cannot  fee  the  one  till  we  feel  the 
other. 

Such  was  the  condufl:  of  oppofition  at  this  time,  and 
by  fuch  futile  arguments  as  the  above  were  the  filly 
people  of  three  kingdoms  deluded  into  a  belief,  that 
their  liberties  were  in  danger,  and  that  nothing  could 
fave  this  country  from  impending  ruin,  and  that  the 
mod  formidable  of  all  the  evils  they  had  to  dread,  was 
the  continuance  of  the  then  adminiftration,  of  which 
they  had  nothing  worie  to  fay  than  that  they  hated  it. 

The  truth  is,  that  Johnfon's  political  prejudices  were 
a  mift  that  the  eye  of  his  judgment  could  not  penetrate: 
in  all  the  meaiures  of  government  he  could  fee  nothing 
right  J  nor  could  he  be  convinced,  in  his  inve6Uves 
againft  a  (landing  army,  as  the  Jacobites  afFeded  to 
call  it,  that  the  peafantry  of  a  country  was  not  an  ade- 
quate defence  againft  an  invafion  of  it  by  an  anpied 
force.  He  almoft  aiferted  in  terms,  that  the  fucceffion 
to  the  crown  had  been  illegally  interrupted,  and  that 
from  whig-politics  none  of  the  benefits  of  government 
could  be  expetted.  He  could  but  juft  endure  the  op- 
pofition to  the  minifter  becaufe  conduced  on  whig 
principles  i  and  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  it,  the  two  parties  were  bidding  for 
the  people.  At  other  times,  and  in  the  heat  of  his  re* 
fentment,  I  have  heard  him  afifert,  that,  fince  the  death 
of  Queen  Anne,  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  admi- 
niftration  to  promote  to  ecclefiaftical  dignities  nqne 
but  the  moft  worthlefs  and  undeferving  men :  nor 
would  he  thei>  exclude  from  this  bigotted  cenfure 
thofe  illuftrious  divines.  Wake,  Gibfon,  Sherlock, 
fiytlerj  Herring,  Fearce,  and  Icaft  of  all  Hoadly ; 
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in  competition  with  whom  he  would  fet  Hickes,  Brett, 
Leflie^  and  others  of  the  nonjurors»  whole  names  are 
icarcely  now  remembered.  From  hence  it  appears, 
and  to  bis  honour  be  it  faid>  that  his  principles  co- 
operated with  his  neceffities,  and  that  the  profBtution 
of  his  talents^  taking  the  term  in  one  and  that  its  worft 
ienfe^  could  not,  in  juftice,  be  imputed  to  him. 

But  there  is  another,  and  a  leis  criminal  fenfe  of  the 
word  proftitution*  in  which,  in  common  with  all  who 
ate  Called  authors  by  profeflion,  he  may  be  faid  to  fland 
in  need  of  an  excufe.  When  Milton  wrote  the  Para- 
dife  Loft,  the  fum  he  received  for  the  copy  was  not  his 
motive,  but  was  an  adventitious  benefit  that  refulted 
from  the  exercife  of  his  poetical  faculty.  In  Johnfon's 
cafe,  as  well  in  the  inftances  above  given  as  almoft  all 
the  others  that  occurred  during  the  courfe  of  his  life, 
the  impulfe  of  genius  was  wanting  :  had  that  aloQe 
operated  in  his  choice  of  fubjefts  to  write  on,  mankind 
would  have  been  indebted  to  him  for  a  variety  of  ori- 
^nal,  intercfting  and  ufeful  compofitions ;  and  tran- 
flations  of  fome,  and  new  editions  of  others  of  the 
ancient  authors.  The  thith  of  which  afferrion  I 
think  I  may  fafely  ground  on  a  catalogue  of  publica- 
tions projeSed  by  him  at  different  period^,  and  now  ly- 
ing before  me,  a  copy  whereof  is  given  below :  * 

Under 

•'Divinity. 

*  A  (mail  book  of  precepts  and  diredlions  for  piety :  the  jiint 

*  taken  from  the  diredions  in  the  [countefs  of]  *  Morton's'  [d^ily] 

*  exercife, 

«  Philosophy,  History,  and  Literature  in  general, 

*  Hifbry  of  CridcUQi  as  it  relates  to  judging  of  authors,  from 

*  Ariilotle  to  the  prcftnt  agt • .  An  account  of  the  rife  and  im- 
Vol,  I.  G  provementt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


82  .  T  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

Under  this  notion  of  works  written  with  a  view  t© 
gain,  and  thofe  that  owe  their  exiftence  to  a  more  libe-^ 
ral  motive,  a  diilinAion  of  literary  productions  arifes 

.    which 

'  prqvtments  of  that  art ;  of  the  different  opinions  of  authors  an- 
'  cient  and  modern. 

*  Tranflation  of  the  ffiftory  of  Hcrodian. 

'  Nsw  edidion  of  Fairfax's  Tranflation  of  Tuflb,  witb  notes» 

*  gloflTary,  &€• 

'  Chancer,  a  new  edition  of  him,  from  manufcripts  and  old  edi- 
'  tions,  with  various  readings,  .coiyedhires>  remai'ks  on  his  lan«> 
'  guage>  and  the  changes  it  had  undergone  from  the  earlieft  times 

*  to  his  age,  and  from  his  to  the  prefent.  With  notes* explanatory 
'  of  ciifloms,  &c.  and  references  to  BoCcace  and  other  authors 
'  firom  whom  he  has  borrowed,  with  an  account  of  the  liberties  he 
'  has  taken  in  telling  the  (lories,  his  life>  and  an  exa£l  etymologi- 

*  cal  gloifary. 

*  Ariftotle's  Rhetoric*  a  tranflation  of  it  into  Englifli. 

*  A  Colleton  of  Letters*  tranflated  from  the  modern  writers^ 

*  with  fiwae  account  of  the  fcveral  authors. 

'  Oldham's  PoeAis,  with  notes  hiibrical  and  critical. 

*  Rofcommon's  Poems,  with  notes. 

*  Lives  of  the  Philofophers,  written  with  a  polite  air,  in  fuch  a 
* '  manner  as  may  divert  as  well  as  inftrudl. 

'  Hiflory  of  the  Heathen  Mythology,  with  an  explication  of  tht 
\  fables,  both  allegorical  and  hifbrical,  with  references  to  the 

*  poets. 

^ '  Hifbry  of  the  State  of  Venice,  in  a  Compendious  manner. 

*  Ariftotle's  Ethics,  an  Engiifli  tranflation  of  them  \tdth  notes. 
'  Oeographical  Dictionary  from  the  French. 

'  Hierocles  upon  Pythagoras,  tranflated  into  Englilh,  perhaps. 

*  with  notes.     This  is  done  by  Norris. 

*  A  book  of  Letters  upon  all  kinds  of  fubjeCls. 

*  Claudian,  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  cum  notis  variorum  in 
«  the  manner  of  Burman. 

*  TuUy's  Tufculan  QuelUons,  &  tranflation  of  them. 

<  Tully  de  Natura  Deorum,  a  tranflation  of  tliofe  books. 

*  Benzo's  NewHillory  of  the  New  World,  to  be  tranflated. 

<  MachiaverrHiiloiy  of  Florence;  to  be  tranflated* 

^  Hlftof  y 
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which  Johnfon  would  never  allow ;  on  the  contrary, 
to  the  aftoniihment  of  myfclf  who  have  heard  him,  and 
many  others,  he  has  frequently  declared,   that  the 

only 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Revival  of  Learning  in  Europe,  containing  an 
f  account  of  whatever  contributed  to  the  reftoration  of  literature, 
'  fuch  SLS  controveriies,  printing,  the  defbrudtion  of  the  Greek  em« 

*  pirc,  the  encounigemeDt  of  great  men,  with  the  lives  of  the  moflk 
'  eminent  patrons,  and  moll  eminent  early  profeiTors  of  all  kinds  of 

•  learning  in  different  countries, 

*  A  Body  of  Chronology,  in  verfe,  with  hiftorical  notes. 

'  A  table  of  the  Spectators,  Tatlers,  and  Guardians,  diilinguifhed 

*  by  ^gures  into  fix  degrees  of  value,  with  notes  giving  the  reafons 

•  of  preference  or  degradation. 

*  A  ColledHon  of  Letters  from  Englilh  authors,  with  a  preface 
'  giving  fome  account  of  the  writers,  with  realbns  for  fele^on  and 
'  criticiihi  upon  iUles,  remarks  on  each  letter,  if  needful. 

'  A  Colledion  of  Proverbs  from  various  languages :— Jan.  6— » 

'  A  Diftionary  to  the  Common  Prayer  in  inutation  of  Calmet's 
'  Di^onary  of  the  Bible.     March — 51. 

*  A  Collection  of  Stories  and  Examples  like  thofe  of  Valerius 

•  Maximus.     Jan.  io*-»-53. 

'  From  iElian,  a  volume  of  feledl  ftories,  perhaps  from  others, 
«  Jan.  28 — 53. 

'  Collection  of  Travels,  Voyages,  Adventures,  and  Defcriptions 
'  of  Countries. 

*  Dictionary  of  Ancient  Hiftory  and  Mythology. 

*  Treatifc  on  the  Study  of  Polite  Literature,  containing  the  hif- 
'  tory  of  learning,  directions  for  editions,  commentaries,  &c. 

'Maxims,  Characters  and   Sentiments,   after  the  manner  of 

*  Bruycrc,  collected  out  of  ancient  authors,  particularly  the  Greek, 
'  with  Apophthegms. 

*  Claffical  Mifcellanies,  Seled  Trandations  from  ancient  Greek 
'  and  Latin  authors. 

'  Lives  of  illuftrious  perfons,  as  Well  of  the  aCtive^as  the  learned, 
'  in  imitation  of  Plutarch. 

*  Judgment  of  the  learned  upon  Englifti  authors. 

*  Poetical  Dictionary  of  the  Englllh  tongue. 

G  2  '  Confiderationa 
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only  true  and  genuine  niotive  to  the  writiiag  of  books 
was  the  afTuramre  of  pccumary  profit.  Notwithftanding 
the  boldnefs  of  this  affertion,  there  arc  but  few  that 
can  be  perfuaded  to  yield  to  it;  and,  after  all,  the  bed 
apology  for  Johnfon  will  be  found  to  confift  in  his 
want  of  a  profefliQa>  the  preffure  of  hii  neceffities,  and 
the  example  of  fuch  men  as  CaftaliO)^  Gefner,  and  Sal- 
mafias,  anK>ng  foreigners;  and  Fuller,  Howet, 
L'Eftrange,  Dryden,  Chambers,  and  Hume,  not  to 
mention  others  now  living,  among  ourfelves. 

The  principle  here  noted  was  not  only  in  the  above 
itaftance  avowed  by  Johnfon,  but  fcems  to  have  been 
wrought  by  him  into  a  habit.  He  was  never  greedy 
of  money^  but  withoot  money  could  not  be  ftimu- 
lated  to  write.  I  have  been  told  by  a  clergyman  of 
fome  eminence  with  whom  he  had  been  long  ac- 
quainted, that,  being  to  preach  on  a  particular  occa- 
Con,  he  applied,  as  others  under  a  like  neceflity  had 
frequendy  done,  to  Johnfon  for  help.    *  I  w,ill  write  a 

*  Cbnfiderations  upon  the  prcfent  fbtc  of  London, 

•  Collection  of  Epigrams,  with  notes  and  obiervations. 

*  Obfervations  on   the  Englifh  language,  relating  to  words, 

*  phrafes,  and  modes  of  Speech. 

'  Minutix  Literarix,  Mifcellaneous  reftedions,,  critidfins,  emen- 

*  dations,  notes. 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Conftitution. 

•  Comparifon  of  Philofophical  and  Chriftian  Morality  by  fen-' 

*  tences  colleded  from  the  moralifts  and  fathers. 
'  Plutarch's  Lives  in  Engliih,  with  notes. 

*  Poet  iLY  and  works  of  Imagination..  . 
'*  Hymn  to  Ignorance. 
«  The  Palace  of  Sloth— a  vifion. 
<  Coluthus,  to  be  tranflated. 
'  Prejudice— a  poetical  effaV. 

•  The  Palace  of  Nonfenfc — a  vifion.' 

*  fermon 
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*  fcrmon  for  thee/  faid  Johnfon,  *  but  thou  muft  pay 

*  mc  far  it/ 

Yet  was  he  not  fo  indifferent  to  the  fubjefts  that  he 
was  requcfted  to  write  on,  as  at  any  time  to  abandon 
cidier  his  religious  or  politicai  principles.  He  would 
BQ  nK>re  have  put  his  name  to  an  Arian  or  Socinian 
traft  than  to  a  defence  of  Atheifm.    At  the  time  when 

*  Faftion  Detefted '  came  out>  a  pamphlet  of  which 
the  late  lord  Egmont  is  now  generally  undcrftood  to 
have  been  the  author,  Olborne  the  bookfeUer,  held 
out  to  him  a  flrong  temptation  to  anfwer  it,  which  he 
refufed,  being  convinced,  as  he  aflured  me,  that  the 
chaise  contained  in  it  was  .made  good,  and  that  the 
aigumcnt  grounded  thereon  was  unanfwerable. 

Indeed  whoever  perufes  that  mafterly  performance 
muft  be  convinced  that  a  fpirit  Cmilar  to  that  which 
induced  the  Ifraclites,  when  under  the  conduct  of  dicir 
wife  legiflator,  to  cry  out  *  Ye  take  too  much  upon  ye/ 
IS  the  moft  frequent  motive  to  oppofition,  and  that 
whoever  hopes  to  govern  a  free  people  by  reafon,  is 
miftaken  in  his  judgment  of  human  nature,  .  *  He,' 
fays  Hooker,  *  that  gocth  about  to  perfuade  a  people 

*  that  they  are  not  well  governed,  (hall  never  want  atten- 

*  dveand  favourable  hearers:'  and  the  fame  author  fpeak- 
ing  of  legiflation  in  general,  delivers  this  as  his  fenti- 
mcnt :  *  Laws  politic  ordained  for  external  order  and 

*  regimen  amongft  men  are  never  framed  as  they  Ihouid 

*  be,  unlefs  prefuming  the  will  of  man  to  be  obftinate, 
'rebellious  and  averfe  from  all  obedience  unto  the  fa- 
'  cred  lav/s  of  his  natui  e  :  In  a  word,  unlefs  prefuming 

*  man,  in  regard  of  his  depraved  mind,  little  better  than 

*  a  wild  beaft,they  do  accordingly  provide,  notwithftand- 

*  ing,  fo  to  frame  his  outward  actions  as  that  they  be  no. 

*  hiodrance  unto  the  common  good,  for  which  focictict 
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»  were  inftituted.  Unlcls  they  do  this  they  are  not  pcr- 
« feft/  Ecclcf.PoLLib.  L  Seft.  i.  Ibid.  St&.io. 

That  thefe  were  the  lentiments  of  Johnfon  alfo,  I  am 
warranted  to  fay,  by  frequent  declarations  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  which  I  have  heard  him  make  j  and  to  thefe 
I  attribute  it,  that  he  ever  after  acquiefced  in  the  mca- 
fures  of  government  through  the  fucceffion  of  admi- 
niftrations. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  in  the  account  above 
given  of  Savage,  that  the  friends  of  that  ill-ftarred  man 
had  fet  on  foot  a  fubfcription  for  his  fupport,  and  that 
Swanfea  was  the  place  they  had  fixed  on  for  his  refi- 
dence:  the  fame  was  completed  at  the  end' of  the  year 
1739.  Johnfon  at  that  time  lodged  at  Greenwich, 
and  there  parted  with  that  friend  and  companion  of  his 
midnight  rambles,  whom  it  was  never  his  fortune  again 
to  fee.  The  event  is  antedated  in  the  poem  of  ^  Lon- 
don'; but  in  every  particular,  except  the  difference  of  a 
year,  what  is  there  faid  of  the  departure  of  Thales  muft 
be  underftood  of  Savage,  and  looked  upon  as  true 
hiftory.  In  his  life  of  Savage,  Johnfon  has  mentioned 
the  circumftances  that  attended  it,  and  deplored  this 
fcparation  as  he  would  have  done  a  greater  misfortune 
than  it  proved :  that  it  was,  in  reality,  none,  may  be 
inferred  from  Savage's  inability,  arifing  from  his  cir- 
cumftances, his  courfe  of  life,  and  the  laxity  of  hb 
mind,  to  do  good  to  any  one  :  it  is  rather  to  be  fuf- 
pefted  that  his  example  was  contagious,  and  tended  to 
confirm  Johnfon  in  his  indolence  and  thofe  other  evil 
habits  which  it  was  the  labour  of  his  life  to  conquer. 
They  who  were  witneffes  of  Johnfon*s  pcrfevering 
temperance  in  the  article  of  drinking,  for,  at  leaft,  the 
latter  half  of  his  life,  will  fcarccly  believe  that,  during 
fart  of  the  former^  he  was  a  lover  of  wine,  that  he  not 
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only  indulged  himfelf  in  the  ufe  of  it  when  he  could 
procure  it,  but,  with  a  reflex  delight,  contemplasctj^ 
the  aft  of  drinking  it,  with  all  the  circumftances  that 
render  it  grateful  to  the  palate  or  pleafing  to  the  eye : 
in  the  language  of  Solomon  *  he  looked  upon  the  wine 

*  when  it  was  red, when  it  gave  his  colour  in  the  cup, 

*  and  when  it  moved  itfelf  aright  ••*  In  contradiftion 
to  thofe,  who,  having  a  wife  and  children,  prefer 
domeftic  enjoyments  to  thofe  which  a  tavern  affords^ 
I  have  heard  him  affert,  that  a  tavern- chair  was  the 
throne  of  human  felicity. — 'Asfoon,'  faid  he, 'as  I  enter 

*  ihe  door  of  a  tavern,  I  experience  an  oblivion  of  care, 

*  and  a  freedom  from  folicitude  f  •  when  I  am  feated,  I 

*  find  the  mailer  courteous,  and  the  fcrvants  obfequious 

*  to  my  call  j  anxious  to  know  and  ready  to  liippdy  my 

*  wants  :  wine  there  exhilarates  my  fpirits,and  prompts 

*  me  to  free  converfation  and  an  interchange  of  difcourfe 

*  with  thofe  whom  I  moft  love:  I  dogmatife  and  am 

*  contradifted,  and  in  this  conflift  of  opinions  and  fen* 
*^timcnts  I  find  delight.' 

How 

*  Proverbs,  chap,  xxiii.  v.  51. 

t  It  is  worthy  of  remark  by  thoTe  who  are  eurious  m  obferving 
cufioois  and  modes  of  living*  how  little  thefe  houfea  of  entertain- 
ment are  now  freqiiented,  and  what  a  diminution  in  their  number 
has  been  experienced  in  London  and  Weftminfter  in  a  period  of 
about'fbrty  years  backward.  The  hiftory  of  uvems  in  this  country 
may  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  Hen.  IV.  for  (b  ancient  is  that 
of  the  Boar's  Head  in  Eaftcheap,  the  rendezvous  of  Prince  Henry 
and  his  lewd  companions,  as  we  learn  from  Shakefpeare.  Of  little 
leis  antiquity  is  the  White  Hart  without  Bifliop's-gate,  which  now 
bears  b  the  front  of  it  the  date  of  its  eredion,  1 480. 

Anciently  there  ftood  in  Old  Palace-yard,  Weihninfter,  a  Uvem 
known  by  the  fign  of  the  White  Rofe,  the  fymbol  of  the  York 
faction.  It  was  nev  the  chapel  of  our  Lady  behind  the  high  altar 
cf  the  abbey-church.  Together  with  that  chapel  itwas^in  1503* 
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How  far  his  convcrfarions  with  Savage  might  induce 
him  thus  to  delight  in  tavern-fociety,  which  is  often 
a  temptation  to  greater  enormities  than  exceffive  drink- 
ing, cannot  now  be  known,  nor  would  it  anfwer  any  good 
purpofeto  enquire.  Itmay,neverthelefs,beconjeftured, 
that  whatever  habits  he  had  contraftcd  of  idlend's,  neg-* 
le<5t  of  his  perfon,  or  indifference  in  the  choice  of  his 
company,  received  no  corre6tion  or  check  from  fuch  an 
example  as  Savage's  conduft  held  forth  j  and  farther  ic 
is  conjcftured,  tliat  he  would  have  been  Icfs  troubled 
with  thofe  refieftions,  which,  in  his  lateft  hours,  are 
known  to  have  given  him  uncafinefs,  had  he  never  be- 
come acquainted  with  one  fo  loofe  in  his  morals,  and 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  vices  c^  the  town  as  this 
man  appears  to  have  been*  We  are  to  remember  that 
Johnfon  was,  at  this  time,  a  hufband  ;  can  it  therefore 
be  fuppofed  that  the  fociety  of  fuch  a  man  as  Savage 
had  any  tendency  to  improve  him  in  the  exercife  of  the 
domeftic  virtues  ?  nay  rather  we  muft  doubt  it,  and 

pulled  down,  and  on  the  fcite  of  both  was  creAcd  the  chapel  of^ 
Henry  the  Seventh.  At  the  reftorationj  the  Cavaliers  and  other 
adherents  to  the  royal  party,  for  joy  of  that  event  were  for  a  time 
incefTantly  drunk  ;  and  frbm  a  pidlure  of  their  nianners  in  Cowley's 
comedy.  Cutter  of  Coleman-ibeet,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  increafe  of  taverns.  When  the  frenzy  of  the 
times  was  abated,  uverns,  efpecial^  thofe  about  the  Exchange, 
became  places  for  the  tranfiiAion  of  almoft  all  manner  of  bufi- 
nefs  :  there  accounts  were  fettled^  conveyances  executed,  and  there 
attorniesfat,  as  at  inns  in  the  country  on  market  days,  to  rective 
their  clients.  In  that  fpace  i^ear  the  Royal  Exchange  which  is 
encompad'ed  by  Lombard,  Gracechurch,  part  of  Biihop's-gate  and 
Threadneedle  Ib-eets,  the  number  of  taverns  was  not  fo  few  as 
twenty,  and  on  the  fcite  of  the  Bank  there  flood  four.  At  the 
Crown,  which  was  one  of  them,  it  was  not  unufual  in  a  morning  to 
draw  a  butt  of  mountain j.  a  huudied   and  twenty  gallons,   ia 

pill- 
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a(cribe  to  an  indifference  in  the  difcharge  of  them^ 
aiijing  from  their  nofturnal  excurfions,  the  incident  of 
a  temporary  reparation  of  Johnfon  from  his  wife, 
which  foon  took  place,  and  that,  while  he  was  in  a 
lodging  in  Fleet  ftreet,  (he  was  harboured  by  a  friend 
near  the  Tower.  It  is  true  that  this  feparation  con- 
tinued but  a  ftiort  time,  and  that  if  indeed  his  affeftion, 
at  that  inftant,  was  alienated  from  her,  it  foon  returned  j 
for  his  attachment  to  her  appears,  by  a  variety  of  notes 
and  memorandums  concerning  her  in  books  that  ihe 
was  accuftomed  to  read  in,  now  in  my  ciiftody,  to  have 
been  equal  to  what  it  ought  to  be ;  nay  Garrick  would 
often  rifque  offending  them  both,  by  mimicking  his 
mode  of  gallantry  and  his  uxorious  behaviour  towards 
her. 

The  little  profit,  or  indeed  reputation,  that  accrued 
to  Johnfon  by  the  writing  of  political  pamphlets,  led 
him  to  think  of  other  exercifes  for  his  pen.  He  had, 
{o  early  as  1734,  folicited  employment  of  Cave;  but 
Cave's  correfpondents  were  fo  numerous  that  he  had 
litdc  for  him  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738, 
when  Johnfon  conceived  a  thought  of  enriching  the 
Magazine  with  a  biographical  article,  and  wrote  for  it 
the  Life  of  Father  Paul,  an  abridgement,  as  it  feems 
to  be,  of  that  life  of  him  which  Johnfon  intended  to 
have  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Council  of  Trent.  The  motive  to  this  and  other  exer- 
tions of  the  fame  talent  in  the  lives  of  Boerhaave,  Blake, 
Barretier,  and  other  eminent  perfons,  was  his  wants, 
which  at  one  time  were  fo  prefling  as  to  induce  hin) 
in  a  letter  to  Cave,  hereinbefore  inferted,  to  intimate 
to  him  that  he  wanted  a  dinner. 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  who  was  never  deficient  in  gratitude,  for 
Ae  aililbince  which  he  received  from  Cave  became  his 
Iriendi  and,  what  was  more  in  Cave's  eftimation  than 
a^fperibnal  attachment  whatever,  a  friend  to  his  Ma- 
gassine^for  he  being  at  this  time  engaged  in  a  coatro^ 
▼Cffy  with  a  knot  of  bookfellers  the  proprietors  of  s^ 
fival  publication,,  the  InPndon  Magazine,  Johnfba 
wix)tc  anct  aodreffed  to  bim  the  following  Qdc : 

Ap    Urbanvm* 

Urbane,  nuUis  fefle  laboribus. 
Urbane,  nuUis  vifte  calumniis;^ 
Cui  frontc  fertum  in  erudita 
Pcrpetuo  viret  et  virebit, 

Ouidmoliatur  gens  imitantium. 
Quid  et  minetur,  foUicitus  parun\ 
Vacare  folis  perge  mufis 

Juxta^animo  ftudiifcjvje  fclix^ 

Linguae  procacis  phimbea  ipicula^ 
Fidcns,  fttperbo  frange  filentio; 
Yiftrix  per  ohftantes  catervas. 
Sedulitas  animofa  tendet^ 

Intcnde  nervos  fortis  ijianibus 
Rifurus  olim  nifibus  -Slmuli  j 
Intende  jam  nervos,  habebis 
Participes  opcrae  Camoenas* 

Non  ullamufis  pagina  gratior 
Quam  quae  feveris  ludicra  jungerQ 
Novit  fatigatamque  nugis 
Utilibus  rccreare  mentcm. 

Texcnte 
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Texcntc  nymphis  fertaLycoridc 
Rofas  ruborem  fie  viola  adjuvat 
Immilla^  fie  Iris  refulgct 
iEthercis  variata  fucis. 

It  was  publiihed  in  the  Magazine  for  March  1738, 
and  imitated  in  the  following  Itanzas  in  that  for  tjhe 
nionth  of  May  following : 

Hail  Urban !  indefatigable  man, 
Unwearied  yet  by  all  thy  ufcful  toil ! 

Whom  numerous  flanderers  afTault  in  vain  j 
Whom  no  bafe  calumny  can  put  to  foil. 

But  dill  the  laurel  on  thy  learned  brow 

Flourifhes  fair,  and  Ihall  for  ever  grow. 

What  mean  the  fervile  imitating  crew. 
What  their  vain  bluft'ring,  and  their  empty  noife. 

Ne'er  feek  :  but  ftill  thy  noble  ends  purfue, 
Unconquer'd  by  the  rabble's  venal  voice. 

Still  to  the  mufe  thy  ftudious  mind  apply, 

Happy  in  temper  as  in  induftry. 

The  fenfclefs  fncerings  of  an  haughty  tongue. 
Unworthy  thy  attention  to  engage. 

Unheeded  pafs :  and  tho'  they  mean  thee  wrong, 
By  manly  filence  difappoint  their  rage. 

Afliduous  diligence  confounds  its  foes, 

Rcfiftlefs,  tho'  malicious  crouds  oppofc. 

Exert  thy  powers,  nor  flacken  in  the  courfe. 
Thy  Ipotlefs  fame  fhall  qualh  all  falfe  reports : 

Exert  thy  powers,  nor  fear  a  rival's  force. 
But  thou  ihalt  fmile  at  all  his  vain  efforts  i 

Thy  labours  fhall  be  crown'd  with  large  fucceis  1 

The  male's  aid  thy  magazine  fliall  blcfs. 
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No  page  more  grateful  to  th'  harmonious  nine 
Than  that  wherein  thy  labours  we  furvey  : 

Where  folemn  themes  in  fuller  fplendorlhine, 
(Delightful  mixture,)  blended  with  the  gay. 

Where  in  improving,  various  joys  we  find, 

A  welcome  refpite  to  the  wearied  mind. 

Thus  when  the  nymphs  in  fbme  fair  verdant  mead. 
Of  various  flowers  a  beauteous  wreath  compofe^j 

The  lovely  violet's  azure-painted  head 
Adds  luftre  to  the  crimfon-blulhing  rofe. 

Thus  fplendid  Iris,  with  her  varied  dye, 

Shines  in  the  aether,  and  adorns  the  fky. 

May  22, 1738,  BRITON. 

The  provocation  that  gave  rife  to  this  furious  con- 
teft,  as  it  will  prefently  appear  to  have  been,  was 
the  increafing  demand  for  Cave's  publication,  and 
the  check  it  gave  to  the  fale  of  its  rival,  which  at 
one  time  was  fo  great  as  to  throw  back  no  fewer 
than  feventy  thoufand  copies  on  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
prietors. To  revenge  this  injury,  the  confederate 
bookfellers  gave  out,  that  Sylvanus  Urban,  whom,  for 
no  conceivable  reafon,  they  dignified  with  the  appel- 
lation of  Doftor,  was  become  mad,  affigning  as  the 
caufe  of  his  infanity,  his  publication  in  the  Magazine 
of  fundry  mathematical  problems,  eflays  and  qucftions 
on  abftrufe  fubjefts,  fcnt  him  by  many  of  his  learned 
correfpondents.  Cave  who  for  fome  months  had  been 
rebutting  the  calumnies  of  his  adverfaries,  and  that 
with  fuch  fuccefs  as  provoked  them  to  the  outrage 
above-mentioned,  now  felt  that  he  had  them  at  mercy. 
With  that  fagacity  which  we  frequently  obferve,  but  ^ 
wonder  at  in  men  of  flow  parts,  he  fecmed  to  antici- 
1 2  pate 
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pate  the  advice  contained  in  thfe  fecond  and  third 
ftanzas  of  Johnfon's  ode,  and  forbore  a  reply, 
though  not  his  revenge,  which  he  gratified  in  fuch 
a  nianner  as  feems  to  abfolve  him  from  the  guilt  im- 
putable in  moft  cafes  to  that  pafTion ;  this  he  did  by 
inferting  a^  an  article  of  public  intelligence  in  his 
Hiftorical  Chronicle  for  the  month  of  February  1738, 
the  following  paragraph:  "  Monday  ao.  About  $ 
"  o'clock  the  famous  Dr.  Urban,  having  fome  time 
"  paft  been  poffeffed  with  a  violent  frenzy,  broke 
"  loofe  from  his  nurfe,  and  run  all  through  the  ftreets 
**  of  London  and  Wcftminfter  diftributing  quack 
"  bills,  fwearing  he  would  go'  vifit  his  beautiful 
"  Garden  of  Eden ;  raving  againft  Common  Senfe  *,  and 
**  the  London  Magazine,  and  finging  a  mad  fong  fet 
«*  to  mufic  by  Peter  the  Wild  Youth  i  but  being  at 
"  laft  fecured,  was  conveyed  to  his  lodgings  in  Moor- 
"  fields,  where  he  continues  uttering  horrid  impreca- 
"  tions  againft  feveral  bookfeliers  and  printers.  'Tis 
**  thought  this  poor  man's  misfortune  is  owing  to  his 
^*  having  lately  perplexed  himfelf  with  biblical  queftions, 
"  mathematical  problems^  aftronomical  equations^  and 
**  methods  to  find  die  longitude."  —  *  "This  filly  par a^ 
^  graph,  and  fuch  like  buffoonery  ^  infer  ted  in  the  news-- 
^papers  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietors  of  the  London 
'  Magazine,  is  all  the  anfwer  given  to  the  remarks  on  their 
*  inimitable pref  ace,  fomepajfages  of  which  are  quoted  in  the 
^  beginning  of  this  magazine  f  /  The 

•  A  party  paper  fo  intitled. 

+  In  the  courfe  of  many  years  obferv^iuon  I  am  able  to  re- 
collet  one,  and  only  one,  inftance  of  this  method  of  treating 
A  icurrilous  adverlary.  An  ingenious  mechanic*  of  the  name  of 
Newiham,  who  with  the  aiTiilance  of  the  late  Dr.  Defagulicrst 
llgd  made  many  confiderable  impro\'ements  in  the  conilrudlTon  of 
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The  publication  in  the  manner  above-mentioned 
of  this  fenfclefs  and  malignant  fidion,  and  the  care 
and  attention  of  Cave  in  the  compilation  of  his  maga- 
zine, together  with  the  affiftance  he  received  from  a 
variety  of  ingenious  and  learned  correfpondents,  ena- 
bled him  in  a  fliort  time  to  triumph  over  his  rivals, 
and  increafed  the  fale  thereof  to  a  number  diat  no- 
Qcher  could  ever  equal. 

It  was  no  part  of  Cave's  original  defign  to  give  the 
debates  in  cither  houfe  of  parliament,  but  theoppofi- 
tion  to  the  minifter,  and  the  Ipirit  that  conduced  it, 
had  excited  in  the  people  a  gre^t  eagernefs  to  know 
what  was  going  forward  in  both,  and  he  knew  that 
to  gratify  that  defire  was  to  encrcafc  the  demand  for 
his  pamphlet.  Indeed  the  experiment  had  already 
been  made,  for  the  fpeeches  in  parliament  had  for 
fome  time  been  given  in  the  Political  State  of  Great 
Britain,  a  publication  above  Ipoken  of,  and  tftough 
drawn  up  by  perfons  no  way  equal  to  fuch  an 
undertaking,  were  well  received.  Thefe  for  the  moft 
part  were  taken  by  ftealth,  and  were  compiled  from 
the  information  of  lifteners  and  the  under-officers  and 
door-keepers  of  either  houfe  j  but  Cave  had  an  intereft 

engines  for  exdngulfhing  fires*  had  obtained  a  patent  for  one  ia 
particular  which  conjoined  in  one  and  the  fame  machine  the 
a^ve  powers  of  both  the  hands  and  feet :  an  ignorant  and  im» 
pudent  pretender  invaded  his  right,  and  the  more  to  exafperate 
him,  wrote  with  his  own  hand  and  fubfcribed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Newiham,  made  up  of  the  fbuleft  abufe  and  a  difcuffion  of  the 
principles  of  mechanics  in  language,  which  for  its  nonfenfe  and 
bad  {pelling  conveyed  no  ideas.  Mr.  Newfham  printed  and 
difperfed  fome  thoufand  copies  verbatim  et  literatim  of  this  letter, 
and  without  a  fmgle  remark  thereon  funk  the  reputation  of  his 
adverfary  fo  low  as  ever  after  to  be  irretrievable* 

with 
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i»ith  Ibme  of  the  members  of  both,  arifing  from  an 
employment  he  held  in  the  pod-office^  that  of  infpeftof 
of  the  frank«i  which  not  only  gave  him  the  privilc^  of 
(ending  his  letters  freeof  poftage>  but  an  acquaintaiKC 
with,  and  occafions  of  aCcefs  to  many  of  them. 

Of  this  advantage  he  was  too  good  a  judge  of  hh 
own  intereft  not  to  avail  himfdf*  He  therefore  de- 
termined to  gratify  his  readers  with  as  much  of  diit 
kind  of  ifltdligencc  as  he  could  procure  and  it.  was 
fafc  to  communicate  t  his  refolution  was  to  frequent 
the  two  houfes  whenever  an  important  debate  was 
likely  to  come  on,  and  from  fuch  expreffions  and  par- 
ticulars in  the  courfe  thereof  as  could  be  collefted  and 
retained  in  memory,  to  give  the  arguments  on  either 
fide.  This  refolution  he  put  into  praftice  in  July 
1 7  ;^6.  His  method  of  proceeding  is  varioufly  reported ; 
but  I  havebeen  informed  by  Ibme  who  were  much  about 
him,  that  taking  with  him  a  friend  or  two,  he  found  means 
to  procure  for  them  and  himfelf  admiffion  into  th« 
gallery  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  to  fome  con- 
cealed ftation  in  ihe  other,  and  that  then  they  pri- 
vately took  down  notes  of  the  feveral  fpeeches,  and 
the  general  tendency  and  fubftance  of  the  arguments. 
Thus  fumilhedj  Cave  and  his  affociates  would  adjourn 
to  a  neighbouring  tavern,  and  compare  and  adjufl:  their  ' 
notes,  by  means  whereof  and  the  help  of  their  memo* 
ries>  they  became  enabled  to  fix  at  leaft  the  fubftance 
of  what  they  had  fo  lately  heard  aiid  remarked. 

The  reducing  this  crude  matter  into  form,  waA 
the  work  of  a  future  day  and  of  an  abler  hand,  viz» 
Guthrie,  the  hiftorian,  a  writer  for  the  bookfellers, 
whom  Cave  retained  for  the  purpofc :  the  fpeeches 
thus  compofed  were  given  monthly  to  the  public, 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$6  THELIffiOP 

and  pcrufcd  and  red  with  great  eagemefe  j  thofc  who 
contemplated  them  thought  they  difcovered  in  them 
not  merely  the  political  principles,  but  the  ftilc  and 
manner  of  the  fpeaker  >  the  fa£b  is,  that  there  was  litde 
^  difcrimination  of  the  latter  between  the  fpeechesof  the 
beft  and  the  worft  orators  in  either  aflembly,  and  ia 
mod  inftances  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  afcribed 
were  here  made  to  fpeak  with  more  eloquence  and 
even  propriety  of  didtion  than,  in  the  place  of  de- 
bate they  were  able  to  do  :  Sir  John  Barnard,  for 
inftance,  a  man  of  no  learning  or  reading,  and  who 
by  the  way  had  been  bred  a  quaker,  had  a  ftile  little 
better  than  an  ordinary  mechanic,  and  which  abounded 
with  fuch  phrafes  as,  if  fo  be— fet  cafe— and — nobody 
more  fo — and  other  fuch  vulgarifms,  yet  was  he  made 
in  the  magazine  to  debate  in  language  as  correA  and 
polifhed  as  that  of  Sir  William  Wyndham  or  Mr. 
Pulteney }  though  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  fo  weighty 
was  his  matter  on  fubjefts  of  commerce,  that  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  was 
ufed  to  fay,  that  when  he  had  anfwered  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, he  looked  upon  that  day's  bufinefs  in  the  houie 
of  commons  to  be  as  good  as  over. 

The  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  minifter,  and  the 
motion  in  both  houfes  of  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
1740-1  to  remove  him,  were  a  new  aera  in  politics  ^ 
and,  as  the  debates  on  that  occafion  were  warmer  than 
had  ever  then  been  known,  the  drawing  tliem  up  re- 
quired, in  Cave's  opinion,  the  pen  of  a  more  nervous 
writer  than  he  who  had  hitherto  condudled  them* 
Johnfon,  who  in  his  former  publications-  in  profc, 
had  given  no  verj^  favorable  Ipecimens  of  ftile,  had  by 
diis  time,  by  the  ftudy  of  the  beft  of  our  old  EngHlh 
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writers,  fuch  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  Afcham,  Hooker, 
Spenfcr,  archbiftiop  Sandys,  Jewel,  Chillingworth, 
Hales,  of  Eton,  and  odiers,  formed  a  new  one,  confifting 
in  original  phrafes  and  new  combinations  of  the  integral 
parts  of  fentencesj  which,  with  the  infufion  of  words 
derived  from  the  Latin  and  accommodated  to  our 
idiom,  were  fuch  an  improvement  of  the  language 
as  greatly  tended-to  enrich  it :  Cave  therefore  thought 
him  a  fit  perfpn  to  conduft  this  part  of  his  monthly 
publication,  and,  difrhifling  Guthrie,  committed  the 
care  of  it  to  Johnfon. 

Before  this  change  of  hands.  Cave  had  been  checked 
by  fbme  intimations  from  the  clerks  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  his  printing  the  debates  had 
given  offence  to  the  fpeaker,  and  might  fubjc£fc 
him  to  cenfurc  :  this  he,  for  fome  time^  regard- 
ed but  little,  relying  poflibly  upon  the  indulgence 
that  had  been  fhewn  as  well  to  the  publifhers  of  the 
Political  State  of  Great  Britain,  who  were  the  firft 
that  ventured  on  this  praftice,  as  to  bimfelf  5  but  a 
rcfolution  of  the  houfe  at  length  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  it  would  be  prudence  in  him  to  defifl  fron) 
it.  The  thought  of  putting  his  readers  on  Ihort 
allowance  was  very  unpleafuig  to  him,  and  this,  with 
the  appreheniion  that  the  fale  of  his  Magazine  might 
be  affeftcd  by  the  omiilion  of  a  kind  of  intelligence 
which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to,  drove  him  to 
many  contrivances  to  evade  the  prohibition,  out  of 
which  he  chofe  one  that  fcarcc  any  man  but  himfelf 
would  have  thought  of:  it  was  the  giving  to  the  pub- 
lic the  debates  in  the  Britifh  fenate  under  a  fiAitious 
defignation.  Eveiy  one,  he  knew,  was  acquainted 
with  Gulliver's  Travels  j  he  therefore,  in  his  magazine 

Vol.  L  H  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^i    \        THELlF£Qf 

for  June  1738,, begins  the  month  by  fcigning>  tjiat  tfitf 
(lebates  in  the  fenate  of,  Magna  LiUiputia  were  thea 
extant;  and  referni^  to  the  reibhitbn  of  the  houfe 
©f  conunons»  above-mentioned,  whereby  he  was  for-^ 
bidden  to  inieit  any  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Britifliparliamenty  he  pretends  to  doubt  not  but  hi» 
readers  trill  be  plea&d  with  the  infertion  of  what  he 
calls  the  appendix  to  captain  Gulliver's  account  of 
Lilliput,  in  their  room.  A  change  of  fictitious  for 
real  names,  of  peribns,  countriesi  and  provinces,  wai 
abfohitely  necellary  for  the  carrying  on  this  defign,  and 
accordii^y,  by  tranfpofing  the  letters  and  odierwife 
anagrammatizing  proper  names,  he  has,  dmn:^h  the 
ftiedium  of  ndnfenfe,  ffrtn  light  to  that  which  he 
Krould  be  thought  to  cojnteaL 

Farther  to  aid  his  readbr  as  to  the  names  of  coun-* 
tries,  &c.  he  publi&ed,  at  the  end  of  his  magazine 
for  1738,  a  fictitious  propofaL  for  printing,  by  fub« 
fcription,  a  work,  indded,  Anagrammata  Rediviva, 
er  the  art  of  coo^fing  and  refolving  an^rams,  with 
a  reference  to  die  bookfclleta,  agents,  and  mafters  of 
ihips,  in  the  dties,  countries,  and  provinces  therein 
defbribed  by  barbarous  names  oppofed  to  thofe  whicb 
thiey  are  meant  to  fignify :  he  alio,  at  the  end  of  the 
magazines  for  1739,  ^74^y  ^74i>  174^1  and  i743> 
gave  a  lift  of  chriftian  and  furnames  pretendediy 
iynonimous,  forming  thereby  a  key  to  that  otherwife 
unintelligible  jargon  which  Cave,  by  thifr  fubterfuge^ 
had  introduced  into  the  debates. 

The  proprietors  of  the  London  Magazine,  who.allb 
gave  the  debates,  but  from  documents  leis  authentic 
than  thofe  of  Cave,  compelled  by  the  fiunc  neceffitjr 
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^at  forced  him  to  this  artifice^  took  another  courie  : 
ihey  feigned  to  gire  the  debates  in  the  Ronnan  fenatc, 
and  by  adapting  Roman  names  to  the  feveral  fpeechcs^ 
rendered  them  more  plaufible  than  they  appear  under 
Cave's  management. 

The  artifice  however  fucceeded  in  bodi  inftances : 
the  rfefolution  of  die  commons  waa  nei^er  enforcec^ 
and  the  debates  were  publifhed  with  impunitjr.  I 
wiH  notdifgrace  my  page  by  the  infcrtionof  anyof 
thofe  barbarous  appellations  which  Cave  had  invented; 
and  which,  I  dare  fey,  were  mufic  to  his  ear ;  but 
content  myfdf  with  feying,  that  Guthrie  acquiefced 
m  Cave*&  fijSbion  and  the  nonfenfe  which  it  involved^, 
and  as  it  was  found  to  aniwer  its  end,  Johnfon  fcrupled 
not  to  adopt  it. 

The  debates  penned  by  Johnfon  were  not  only  more 
methodical  and  better  connected  than  thofe  of  Guthrie, 
but  in  all  the  ornaments  of  ftile  foperior :  they  were 
written  at  thofe  feafons  when  he  was  able  to  raife  his 
imagination  to  iuch  a  pitch  of  fervour  as  bordered 
upon  eiithufiafin,  which,  diat  he  might  the  better  do, 
his  praAice  was  to  (hut  himfelf  up  in  a  room  afligned 
him  at  St.  John's  gate,  to  which  he  would  not  fuflfer 
any  one  to  approach,  except  the  compofitor  or  Cave's 
hoy  for  matteri  which,  as  faft  as  he  compofcd  it,  he 
tumbled  out  at  the  door. 

Never  were  the  force  of  rcafoning  or  the  powers 
rf  popular  eloquence  more  evidently^  difplayed,  or 
the  arts  of  fophiftry  more  ckady  detefbed  than  in 
thefe  animated  compofitions.  Nor  are  thfy  morp 
worthy*  of  admiration  for  thcfe  their  excellencies  than 
for  that  peculiarity  of  language  which  difcriminates 
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the  debates  of  each  affembly  from  the  other,  and  the 
various  colouring  which  he  has  found  the  art  of  giv- 
ing to  particular  ipeeches.  The  charafteriftic  of  the 
one  affembly  wc  know  is  Dignity;  the  privilege  of 
the  other  Freedom  of  Expreffion.  To  Ipeak  of  the 
firft,  when  a  member  thereof  endowed  with  wifdom, 
gravity,  and  experience,  is  made  to  rife,  the  ftilc 
which  Johnfon  gives  him  is  nervous,  his  matter 
weighty,  and  his  arguments  convincing ;  and  when 
a  mere  popular  orator  takes  up  a  debate,  his  elo- 
quence is  by  iiim  reprefented  in  a  glare  of  falfe  rheto- 
ric, fpecious  reafoning,  an  affectation  of  wit,  and  9 
difpofition  to  trifle  with  fubjefts  the  moft  interefting. 
With  great  judgment  alfo  does  Johnfon  adopt  the 
unreftrained  oratory  of  the  other  houfe,  and  with  equal 
facility  imitate  the  deep-mouthed  rancour  of  Pultcney, 
and  the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt. 

As  an  illuflration  of  the  former  part  of  this  pofition, 
I  fhall  here  give  two  fpeeches,  the  one  of  the  lord- 
chancellor  HardwickjC  on  the  motion  of  lord  Car- 
teret for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfly,  befeeching  him  to 
remove  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefencc  and 
councils  for  ever  j  and  the  other  of  lord  Cheftcrfield 
on  a  bill,   intitled  ^  An  aft  for  repealing  certain 

•  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,  and  on  licences  for 
«  retailing  die  fame,  and  for  laying  other  duties  on 

•  fpirituous  liquors  and  on  licenfes  for  retailing  the 

•  faid  liquors/  That  of  lord  Hardwicke  is  a& 
follows : 


^  My  Lords, 
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'  My  Lords^ 

*  Though  I  very  readily  admit  that  crimes  ought 

*  to  be  punilhed,  that  a  treacherous  adminiftration 

*  of  public  affairs  is  in  a  very  high  degree  criminal> 

*  that  even  ignorance,  where  it  is  the  confequencc  of 
'  negiedt,  deferves  the  feverefl:  animadverfion,    and 

*  that  it  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  this  houfe  to 

*  watch  over  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  inform  his 

*  M^yefty  of  any  errors  committed  by  his  minifters ; 
^  yet  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  either  of  the 

*  jufticc  or  ncceflity  of  the  motion  now  under  confix 
^  deration. 

'  The  moft  flagrant  and  invidious  part  of  the  charge 
'  againfl  the  right  honourable  gentleman  appears  ta 
'  confift  in  this,  that  he  has  engroiTed  an  exorbitant 
'  d^rec  of  power,  and  ufurpcd  an  unlimited'influcnce 

*  over  the  whole  fyftem  of  government,  that  he  dif- 
'  pofes  of  all  honours  and  preferments,  and  that  he  is 
'  not  only  firft  but  fole  minifter. 

'  But  of  this  boundlefs  ufurpation,  my  lords,  what 

*  proof  has  been  laid  before  you  ?  what  beyond  loud 

*  exaggerations,  pompous  rhetoric,  and  fpecious 
'  appeals  to  common  fame  ?  common  fame  which  at 

*  leaft  may  fometimes  err,  and  which  though  it  may 
'  aflFofd  fufficient  ground  for  fufpicion  and  enquiry, 

*  was  never  yet  admitted  as    conclufive  evidence, 

*  where  the  immediate  neceflides  of  the  public  did 

*  not  preclude  the  common  forms  of  examination, 

*  where  the  power  of  the  offender  did  not  make  it 

*  dangerous  to  attack  him  by  a  legal  profecution,  or 
^  where  the  conduft  of  the  accufer  did  not  plainly 
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difcovertliat  they  were  more  eager  of  blood  than  of 
juftice^.  and  more  folicitous  to  deftroy  than  to  con- 
via. 

*  I  hope  none  of  thefe  circumftanccs,  my  lords^ 
can  at  prefent  obdruA  a  candid  and  delibaabe  en- 
quiry i  with  regard  to  the  public^  I  am  not  able  to 
difcover  any  prefling  exigences  that  demand  a  more 
compendious  method  of  proceeding  dian  the  eftab- 

'  lilhed  laws  of  the  land  and  the  wifdom  of  our 
f  anceftors  have  prefcribed,  I  know  not  any  calamity 
^  that  will  be  aggravated^  nor  any  danger  that  will 
^  become  more  formidable  by  fuffi^ring  this  queftion 
'  to  be  legally  tried. 

*  Nor  is  there,  my  Icn-ds,  in  the  circumllances  of 
^  the  perfbn  accufed,  any  thing  that  can  incite  us  to  a 
^  kafty  procefs,  for  if  what  is  alledged  by  the  noble 
^  lords  is  not  exaggerated  beyond  the  truth,  if  he  i$ 
^  univerfally  detefted  by  the  whole  nation,  and  loaded 
^  with  execrations  by  the  public  voice,  if  he  is  confix 
'  dered  as  the  author  of  all  our  mifcries  and  the 
^  fource  of  ^M  our  corruptions,  if  he  has  ruined  our 

*  trade  and  depreflcd  our  power,  impoveriihed  the' 
'  people  and  attempted  to  enflave  them,  there  is  at 
^  leaft  no  danger  of  an  infurreftion  in  his  favour,  or 
'  any  probability  that  his  party  will  grow  ftronger  by 
^  delays.     For,  my  lords,  to  find  friends  in  advcrficy 

*  and  aiTertors  in  di(lre&,  is  only  the  prcrpgative  of 
^  innocence  and  virtue, 

'  The  gcndcman  againft  whom  this  formidable 
^  charge  is  drawn  up,  is,  I  think,  not  fufpcAcd  of  any 

*  intention  to  have  recourfe  either  to  force  or  flight  \ 

*  he  has  always  appeared  willing  to  be  tried  by  the 
^  laws  pf  his  cQuntry,  and  to  ftand  an  impartial  ex- 

^  amii\atioqj 
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'  anuQadon;  he  neither  oppofes  nor  eludes  enquuy^ 

*  neither  flics  from  juftice  nor  defies  it. 

*  And  yet  lefs,  my  lords,  can  I  fufpe^,  that  thofe 

*  by  whom  he  is  accufed  aft  from  any  motive  that  may 
'  influence  them  to  defire  a  fentence  not  fupported  by 
'  evidence  or  confomuble  to  truth,  x>r  that  they  can 
^  wiih  the  ruin  of  any  mu  whofe  crimes  are -not  now 

*  torious  and  flagrant,  that  they  perfecute  from  priv 
^  vate  malice;  or  ej^deavour  to  exalt  themfelves  by  tte 
'  fall  of  another.. 

*  Let  us  therefore,  my  lords,  enquire  before  nve 
'  decemuoe,  and  fufer  evidence  to  precede  our  fen*- 
'  tence.  The  charge,  if  it  is  juft,  muft  be  by  its  own 
^  nature  e^fily  proved,  and  that  no  proof  is  brought 
'  may  perhaps  be  fufficiq^t  to  rn^ke  us  fufpeft  that  ic 
'  is  not  juft. 

*  For,  my  lords^  wh»t  is  the  evidence  of  ccmmon 
^  famcy  which  has  been  fb  much  exalted  and  fo  confix 

*  dcntly  produced  ?  Does  not  every  man  fee,  that  on 
^  fuch  occafions  twro  queftions  may  be  afked,  of  which 
^  peih^s  neither  can  eafily  be  anA^ered^  and  which  yet 
■  muft  both  .be  refotved  before  comnion  fame  can  he 

*  admitted  «s  a  proof  cffafts? 

^  It  i$  fyft  to  be  enquired,  my  lords,  whether  the 
'  reports  of  fame  are  neceflarily  or  even  probably  trtici 

*  A  qiieftion  very  intricate  and  difiufive,  entangled 

<  with  a  thoufand  ^nd  involving  a  thoufand  diftin6ti<» 
'  ons :— a  queftion,  of  which  it  may  be  faid,  that  a 

<  man  may  very  plaufibly  maintain  either  fide,  and  of 
'  which,  perhaps,  afiier  months  or  years  wafted  in  dif^ 
^  puiation,  no  other  decifion  can  be  obtained  than 
'  iMhat  is  obvious  at  the  firft  view,  that  they  are 

*  s/kt^  true  and  often  falie,  and  therefore  can  only 
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*  be  grounds  of  enquiry,  not  realbns  of  deterqiina** 

*  tion. 

*  But  if  it  appear,  my  lords,  that  this  oracle  cannot 

*  be  deceived,  we  are  then  to  enquire  after  anqther 
'*  difficulty,  we  are  to  enquire.  What  is  f^me  ? 

*  Is  fanme,  my  lords,  that  fame  which  cannot  err,  a 
'  report  that  flies  on  a  fudden  through  a  nation,  of 

*  which  no  man  can  difcover  the  original  ?  a  fudden 

*  blaft  of  rumour  that  inflames  or  intimidates  a  pco- 

*  pie,  and  obtains,  without  authority,  a  general  credit  ? 

*  No  man  varied  in  hiftory  can  enquire  whether  fuch 

*  reports  may  not  deceive*    Is  fame  rather  a  fettled 

*  opinion  prevailing  by  degrees,  and  for  fome  time  efta- 

*  blifhed  ?  How  long  then,  my  lords,  and  in  what  de- 

*  gree  muft:  it  have  been  eftablifhed  to  obtain  un- 
'  doubted  credit  ?  and  when  does  it  commence  infalli- 

*  ble?  If  the  people  arc  divided  in  their  opinions,  as  in 

*  all  public  queft:ions  it  has  hitherto  happened,  fame 
^  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  voice  of  the  majority.     For  if  the 

*  two  parties  are  equal  m  their  numbers,  fame  will  be 

*  equal,  then  how  great  muft  be  the  majority  before  it 
^  can  lay  claim  to  this  powerful  auxiliary  ?   and  how 

*  fliall  that  majority  be  numbered  ? 

*  Thelc  quefl:ions,  my  lords,  may  be  thought,  per- 
haps with  jufl:ice,  too  ludicrous  in  this  place  j  but  in 

^  my  opinion  they  contribute  to  fhew  the  precarious 
I*  and  uncertain  nature  of  the  evidence  fo  much  con- 

*  fided  in. 

*  Common  fame,  my  lords,  is  to  every  man  only 

*  what  he  himfelf  commonly  hears,  and  it  is  in  the 

*  power  of  any  man's  acquaintance  to  vitiate  the  pvi- 

*  dence  which  they  report,  and  to  ftun  him  with  cla- 

*  mours,  and  terrify  him  with  apprehcnfions  of  miferies 

*  never  felt,  and  dangers  invifible. 

'  But 
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*  ^  But  without  fuch  a  combination,  we  are  to  remember 
^  that  moft  men  affociate  with  thofe  of  their  own  opi- 
^  nions,  and  that  the  rank  of  thofe  that  compofe  this 
<  aflembly  naturally  difpofes  fuch  as  are  admitted  to 

*  their  company,  to  relate  of  to  invent  fuch  reports  as 

*  may  be  favourably  received,  fo  that  what  appcan 

*  to  one  lord  the  general  voice  of  common  fame,  may 

*  by  another  be  thought  only  the  murmur  of  a  petty 

*  faftion,  defpicable  with  regard  to  their  numbers,  and 

*  deteftable  if  we  confider  their  principles. 

*  So  difficult  is  it,  my  lords,  to  form  any  Iblid  judg- 
^  mcnt  concerning  the  extent  and  prevalence  of  any 

*  particular  report,  and  the  degree  of  credit  to  be  given 
'  to  it.     The  induftry  of  a  party  may  fupply  the  defeat 

*  of  numbers,  and  fome  concurrent  circumftances  may 
^  contribute  to  give  credit  to  a  falfc  report. 

*  But,  my  lords,  we  are  ourfelves  appealed  to  as 

*  witncffes  of  the  truth  of  fafts  which  prove  him  to  be 

*  fole  minifter,  of  the  number  of  his  dependants,  the 

*  advancement  of  his  friends,  the  difappointments  of 
'  his  opponents,  and  the  declarations  made  by  his 

*  followers  of  adherence  and  fidelity. 

*  If  it  (hould  be  granted,  my  lords,  that  there  is  no- 

*  thing  in  thefe  reprefentations  exaggerated  beyond  the 
'  truth,  and  thaf  nothing  is  reprefented  in  an  improper 

*  light,  what  confequence  can  we  draw  but  that  the  fol* 

*  lowers  of  this  gentleman  make  ufe  of  thofe  arts  which 

*  have  always  been  praftifed  by  the  candidates  of  pre- 

*  ferment ;  that  they  endeavour  to  gain  their  patron's 

*  fmiie  by  flattery  and  panegyric,  and  to  keep  it  by 

*  affiduity  and  an  appearance  of  gratitude  ?  And  if 
'  fijch  applications  exalted  any  man  to  the  authority 

*  aiKl  title  of  firft  minifter,  the  nation  has  never,  in  my 

*  memory. 
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*  memory,  been  withoiit  ibmeman  in  diat  ftation,  for 
^  there  is  always  Ibme  one  tx>  whom  ambition  and 
'  avarice  have  paid  their  court,  and  whoiie  r^ards 
^  have  been  purchafed  at  the  etpence  of  truth. 

*  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  my  lords,  that  poifts 

*  of  honour  and  profit  have  been  beftowed  upon 
^  the  friends  of  the  adminiftration,  for  who  enriches 
^  or  exalts  his  enemies  ?.  Who  will  encreafe  the  in* 
^  fiuence  that  is  to  be  exerted  againft  him,  or  add 

*  ftrcngth  to  the  blow  that  is  levelled  at  himfe  If  ? 
""  *  That    the  right   honourable   gentleman  is  the 
'  only  difpofer  of  honours  has  never  yet  appeared  j 

*  it  is  not  pretended,  my  lords,  that  he  djfh'ibutes 
'  them  without  the  confent  of  his  Majcfly,  nor  even 
'  that  his  recommendation  is  abfblutely  necefTary  to 
'  the  fuccefs  of  any  man's  applications.  If  he  has 
'  gained  more  of  his  Majefty's  confidence  aiid  cftetm 

*  than  any  other  of  his  fervants,  he  has  done  only 

*  what  every  man  endeavours,  and  what  therefore  ii 

*  not  to  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime. 

*  It  is  impoffible,  my  lords,  that  Kings  like  other 

*  men  fhould  not  have  p^cular  motions  of  indina- 

*  tion  or  diflike  j  it  is  poffible  that  they  may  fix  their 

*  afie<n:ion  upon  objedb  not  in  the  higheft  degree 

*  worthy  of  their  regard,   and  overlook  others  that 

*  may  boaft  of  greater  excellencies  and  more  (hining 

*  merit,  but  this  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  without  proof, 

*  and  the  regard  of  the  King  as  of  any  other  man, 

*  is  one  argument  of  defert  more  than  he  can  produce 

*  who  has  endeavoured  after  it  without  cffeft. 

^  This  imputed  ufurpation  muft  be  proved  upon 

*  him  either  by  his  own  confefllon  or  by  the  evidence 
'  of  others,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  pretended  that  he 

*  alTumes 
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aflbmes  die  titk  of  Prime  Minifter>  or  indeed  that 
k  is  applied  to  him  by  any  but  his  enemies,  and  it 
may  eafily  be  conceived  how  weakly  the  moft  un« 
corrupted  innocence  would  be  fupported  if  all  the 
zfycrCioM  of  its  enemies  were  to  be  t*eceived  as  proofs 
againft  it. 

*  Nor  docs  it  appear,  my  lords,  that  any  other  evi* 
dence  can  be  brought  againft  him  on  this  head,  or 
that  any  man  will  ftand  forth  and  affirm,  that  either 
he  has  been  injured  hjmfelf  by  this  gentleman,  or 
known  any  injury  done  by  him  to  another  by  die 
exertion  of  authority  with  which  he  was  not  lawfully 
invefted  j  ludi  evidence,  my  lords,  the  laws  of  our 
country  require  to  be  produced  before  any  man  can 
be  punilhed,  cenfured  or  difgraced.  No  man  is 
oUiged  to  prove  his  innocence,  but  may  call  upon 
his  prolecutors  to  luf^rt  their  accufation,  and 
why  this  honourable  gentleman,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  condud:,  (hould  be  treated  in  a  diflferent 
manner  than  any  other  criminal,  I  am  by  no  means 
able  to  diicoven 

•  Though  there  has  been  no  evidence  offered  of  his 
guilt,  your  lordftiips  have  heard  an  atteftation  of 
his  innocence  from  the  noble  Nardac  *  who  fpoke 
firft  againft  the  motion,  of  whom  it  cannot  be  fuf- 
pedcd  that  he  would  voluntarily  engage  to  anfwer 
for  meafurcs  which  he  purfued  in  blind  compliance 
with  the  direftion  of  another.  The  fame  teftimo- 
ny,  my  lords,  can  I  produce,  and  affirm  with  equal 
truth,  that  in  the  adminiftration  of  my  province 
I  am  independent,  and  left  entirely  to  the  decifions 
ofmyown]U(}gmcnt. 

•  Duke.  c  i,^ 
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*  In  every  government,  my  lords,  as  in  every  famUy, 

*  fome,  cither  by  accident,  or  a  natural  induftry,  or  a 

*  fuperior  capacity,  or  fome  other  caufe,  will  be  en- 

*  gaged  in  more  bufinefs  and  treated  with  more  con- 

*  fidcnce  than  others  j  but  if  every  man  is  willing  to 

*  anfwcr  for  the  conduft  of  his  own  province,  there  is 

*  all  the  fecurity  againft  corruption  that  can  poflibJy 

*  be  obtained ;   fpr  if  eycry  man's  regard  to  his  own 

*  fafety  and  reputation  will  prevent  him  from  betraying 

*  his  truft  or  ^bufing  his  power,  much  more  will  it 

*  incite  him  to  prevent  any  mifconduft  in  another  for 

*  which  he  muft  himfelf  be  accountable.     Men  are 

*  ufually  fufficicntly  tenacious  of  power,  and  ready  to 

*  vindicate  their  feparate  rights,  when  nothing  but  their 

*  pride  is  afFefted  by  the  ufurpation,  but  furely  no 

*  man  will  patiendy  fufFcr  his  province  to  be  invaded, 

*  when  he  may.  himfelf  be  ruined  by  the  conduft  of 

*  the  invader. 

*  Thus,  nnty  lords,  it  appears  to.  me  to  be,  not  only 

*  without  proof,  but  without  probability,  and  the  firft 

*  minifter  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  nothing  mori?  than  a 

*  foraridable  illufion,  which,  when  one  man  thinks  he 

*  has  feen  it,  he  fhews  to  another  as  eafily  frighted  as 
^  himfelf,  who  joins  with  him  in  propagating  the  no- 

*  tion,  and  in  fpreading  terror  and  refentment  over  the 
^  nation,  till  at  laft  the  panic  becomes  general,  and 
'  what  was  at  firft  only  whifpered  by  malice  or  preju- 
'  dice  in  die  ears  of  ignorance  or  credulity,  is  adopted 
'  by  common  fame,  and  echoed  back  fror^  th?  pepple 
^  to  the  fenate. 

f  I  have  hitherto,  my  lords,  confined  myfelf  to  the 
■  confideration  of  one  fmgle  article  of  this  complicated 
^  charge,  bec^ufe  it  appears  to  me  tp  be  the  only  part 
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of  it  neceffary  Co  be  examined,  for  if  once  it  be  ac- 
knowledged  that  the  affairs  of  the  nation  are  tranfaft- 
ed,  not  by  the  mmifter  but  the  adminiilration,  by  the 
council,  in  which  every  man  who  fits  there  has  an ' 
equal  voice  and  equal  authority,  the  blame  or  praife 
of  all  the  meafures  muft  be  transferred  from  him  to 
the  council,  and  every  man  that  has  advifed  or  con- 
curred in  them,  will  deferve  the  fame  cenfure  or  the 
fame  applaufe ;  as  it  is  unjuft  to  punifh  one  man  for 
the  crimes  of  another,  it  is  unjuft  to  chufe  one  mai¥ 
out  for  punifhment  from  among  many  others  equally 
guilty.  <  > 

*  But  I  doubt  not,  my  lords,  when  all  thofe  meafures^ 
are  equitably  confidered,  there  will  be  no  puniih- 
nilhment  to  be  dreaded,  becaufe  neither  negligence 
nor  treachery  will  be  difcovered.  For,  my  lords, 
with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Vinena  *,  let  us  fuppofe 
our  minifters  deceived  by  ignorant  or  corrupt  in-» 
telligence;  let  us  admit  that  they  were  cautious* 
where  there  was  no  danger,  and  neglefted  Ibme  op- 
portunities which,  if  they  had  received  better  infor- 
mation, they  mi^ht  have  improved  to  the  advantage 
and  fecurity  of  the  nation  :  what  have  they  done 
even  under  all  thefe  difadvantageous  fuppofitions, 
but  followed  the  lights  which  they  judged  moft 
clear,  and  by  which  they  hoped  to  be  conducted  to 
honour  and  to  fafety  ? 

*  Policy,  my  lords,  is  very  different  from  prefcicnce, 
the  utmoft  that  can  be  attained  is  probability,  and 
that,  for  the  moft  part,  in  a  .low  degree.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  that  no  man  is  wife,  but  as  you  take  into 
confideration  the  weaknefs  of  another;  a  maxim 
more  eminently  true  of  political  wifdom,    which 

•  Vienna.- 

*  confifts 
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*  confifts  vcrjr  offen  only  in  difcovering  defigns  which 

*  cotild  never  be  known  but  by  the  folly  or  treachery 
'  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are  trufted.    If  our  enemies 

*  were  wife  enough  to  keep  their  own  fecrets^  neither 

*  our  minifters  nor  our  patriots  would  be  able  to  know 

*  or  prevent  their  defigns,  norwould  it  be  any  repx>ach 

*  to  their  fagacity  that  they  did  not  know  what  nobody 

*  would  tell  them. 

*  If  therefore,  my  lords,  die  princes  whofc  intercff 

*  is  contrary  to  our  own,  have  been  at  any  time  ferved 

*  by  honeft  and  wife  men,  there  was  a  time  when  our 

*  minifters  could  aft  only  by  conjefture,  and  might 

*  be  miftaken  without  a  crime. 

*  If  it  was  always  in  our  power  to  penetrate  into 

*  the  intentions  of  our  enemies,  they  muft  neceflarily 
<  have  the  fame  means  of  making  themfelves  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  our  projefts,  and  yet,  when  any  of  them  are 

*  difcovcred,  we  diink  it  juft  to  impute  it  to  the  negli- 

*  genceof  theminifter. 

«  Thus,  my  lords,  every  man  is  inclined  to  judge 

*  with  prejudice  and  partiality.    When  we  fuffer  by 

*  the  prudence  of  our  enemies,  we  charge  our  minifters 

*  with  want  of  vigilance,  without  confidering  that  very 

*  often  nothing  is  neceflary  to  elude  the  moft  penc- 

*  trating  fagacity  but  obftinate  filfcnce. 

*  If  we  enquire  into  the  tranfaftions  of  paft  times, 

*  (hall  we  find  any  man,  however  renowned  for  his  abi- 
«  lities,  not  fometimes  impofcd  upon  by  falftioods,  and 

*  fometimes  betrayed  by  his  own  reafonings  into  mea- 

*  fiircs  deflrufti  ve  of  the  purpofes  which  he  endeavoured 
«  to  promote  ?  There  is  no  man  of  whofe  penetration 
«  higherideas  havebeenjuftlyformed,orwhogavemorc 

*  fi-cquent  proofs  of  an  uncommon  penetration  into  fu- 

*  turity 
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f  turicy  than  Qewmro  *,  and  yet  fuccecding  times  have 
'  fufficiently  diicayercd  the  weaknefs  of  aggrandizing 
'  Blefufcu  t  by  dcprcfling  Iberia  Jf  and  we  wonder  now 

<  how  fb  much  policy  could  fall  into  (o  grofs  an  error, 

*  as  not  rather  to  fuffer  power  to  remain  in  thediftant 

*  enemy,  than  transfer  it  to  another  equally  divided 

*  from  us  by  inteieil>  and  far  more  formidable  by  the 

<  fituation  of  his  dominions. 

*  Clcwnut),.  my  lords,  fuffercd  himfclf  to  be  hur- 

*  ried  away  by  the  near  profpedb  of  prefent  advantage?, 

*  and  the  apprehenfion  of  prefent  dangers,  and  every 
'  other  man  has  been  in  the  fame  manner  fbmetimes 
^  deluded  into  a  preference  of  imaller  prefent  advan*- 

*  tage  to  a  greater  which  was  more  remote, 

*  Let  it  not  be  urged,  my  lords,  that  politics  are 

*  advanced  fince  the  time  pf  Clewmro,  and  that  errors 

*  which  might  then  be  committed  by  the  wifeft  ad- 

*  miniflration>  are  now  grofs  and  reproachful :  we  are 
^  to  remember  that  every  part  of  policy  has  been 

*  equally  improved,  and  that,  if  more  methods  of 

*  difcovery  have  been  ftruck  out,  there  havae  been 
'  likewife  more  arts  invented  of  eluding  it. 

'  When  therefore  we  enquire  into  the  condu£t,or  ex- 
'  amine  the  abilities  of  aminifter,  we  are  not  toes^A 
^  that  he  fhould  appear  never  to  have  been  deceived, 
'  but  that  he  fhould  never  be  found  to  have  negleAed 
'  any  proper  means  of  information,  nor  ever  to  have; 
^  willingly  given  up  the  intereft  of  his  country ;  but 
^  we  are  not  to  impute  to  his  weaknefs  what  is  only 
^  to  be  afcribed  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  whom  he 

*  oppofed. 

^  If  this  plea,  my  lords,  is  reafonable,  it  will  be 

•  CroniwclL        f  France.        J  Sprin. 

*  necefTary 
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*  ncccflary  for  thofe  who  fupport  the  motion,  to  prove, 

*  not  only  that  the  treaty  of  Vinena  was  never  niade, 

*  but  that  the  falfhood  of  the  report  either  was  or 

*  might  have  been  kno,wn  by  our  minifters,  otherwife 

*  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  retain  a  favourable  opinion 

*  of  their  integrity  and  abilities,  may  conclude,  that 

*  they  were  either  not  miftalcen,  or  were  led  into  error 

*  by  fuch  delufions  as  would  no  lefs  eafily  have  impof- 

*  ed  on  their  accufers,  and  that  by  exalting  their  ene- 

*  mies  to  their  ftations  they  fhall  not  much  confult  the 

*  advantage  of  their  country. 

*  This  motion  therefore,  my  lords,  founded  upon 

*  no  acknowledged,  no  indifputablcfafts,  nor  fupport* 

*  cd  by  legal  evidence,  this  motion,  which  by  appeal^ 

*  ing  to  common  fame  as  the  ultimate  judge  of  every 

*  man's  aftions,  may  bring  every  man's  life  or  fortune 

*  into  danger,  this  motion,  which  condemns  without 
^  hearing  and  decides  without  examining,  I  cannot 

*  but  rejeft,   and  hope  your  lordfhips  will  concur 

*  with  me  *  • 

This  nervous  fpcech  was  occafioned  by  one  of  the 
earl  of  Abingdon  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  which  he 
grounded  on  the  evidence  of  common  fame.  The 
drift  of  lord  Hardwicke's  fpeech  is  to  invalidate  that 
kind  of  teftimony,  and  in  this  he  difplays  the  talents 
of  a  found  lawyer  and  an  eloquent  orator  j  but  the 
private  virtues  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  were  fuch,  that 
few  of  his  enemies  wifhed  for  a  greater  punifhment  on 
him  than  the  divcfting  him  of  power,  and  accordingly 
the  motion  contained  no  fpecific  charge  of  crinies  that 
called  for  public  juftice:  it  tended  to  (hew  that  the 
minifte^  had  been  inattentive  to  the  complaints  of  the 

•  Gent.  Mag,  ly^ij  page  462. 
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8 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON:  1x3 
merchsmc^^  w»k  to  the  pitiiecutien  of  thi  war,  and 
unflulful  ia  the  cCMidiift  of  i^  wd  ^at  the  (Councils 
of  tht  nation  had  not  ^fptrefi  under  h»  influence^ 
and  that  thefefads  were  ak»t(di6ous  i  thefewere  furely 
itafofls  for  hU  removal/ and  idparCoiid  thi  ntccBtf 
of  legal  forms,  and  ^tt  kind  of  erideftce  ^hidi  is 
itquii^ed  to  fupport  a  bill  of  tttaioder  dr  ad  im^ 
peachoienc.  Lord  Httdwkke'a  ar^mfecnt  vaty  there-- 
iore  flxm  faUacioua,.  buC  it  was  admtraUy  odevdated 
to  elude  Uie  charge^  he  wilfliUy  miOMAi  the  ddfign 
of  the  motioB)  and  tu  hia^^  to  invalklale  ^  kind 
of  evidence  «si  which  it>¥as  grouildedi  and  t&  fliew  its 
infufficienc^  to  fupport  a  legal  pi^eutioo^  aikd  fiac^ 
ceeding  d^reiiay  his  o^pdnents  th€lug^  thtk  ^guments 
refuted  when  intnith  they  were  noc 

The  fpeech  of  Lord  Chefterffeld  on  a  dtflTerent  fub^ 
je&,  and  againft  a  meafm  of  a  fucceediilg»  and>  as  ic 
was.pretetidedt  a  pwer  admhuftraiioo^  is  «s  follows* 
*  My  Lords, 

^  The  biU  now  uhddr  our  cohfidcratbn  appears  to 

*  me  to  defet ve  a  much  dMer  regard  rimn  Jfeems  t6 

*  have  beenr  f^fd  to  it  in  the  ot&er  he«ife,  tiuot^h 
'  which  k  was  hufriid  with  the  utdioft  psctipistamn, 

*  and  where  it  pafled  ahneft  without  the  fontiality  of 
^  a  debate  j  aor  cai^  I  ditfik  thaeoarneftiiefs  with  which 
^  ibme  lords  feem  ineliiied  to  prefs  it  forward  here, 

*  confident  with  the  importance  of  the  confequenoeS 
^  whkh  may  beiWith  great  reafbn,expefted  from  it. 

'  It  has  been  urged  fhat  where  fo  great  a  numbed 

*  have  formed  expedationt  of  a  national  benefit  from 
^  any  biU,  £>  muoh  deference  at  leaft  is  due  00  thei^ 
^  judgment/  as  that  the  bill  ihouid  be  oonfidered  in  a 

<  conM^tee.  This»  tfif  lords,  I  adnut  to  be,  inothef 

<  cafes,  a  juft  and  reafonaUe  demand,  and  will  readily 

Vol,  LI  '  allow 
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*  alloW'  that  thepropofal,  not  only  of  a  oonfiderabfe 

*  number^  but  even  of  any  fingk  lord,  ou^t  to  be  folly 
'  examined  and  rqgularly  debated^  according  to  the 
'  ufual  forms  of  diis  a0embly.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
^  my  lords,  and  in  all  cafes  like  the  prefent,  the  de- 
^  mand  is  improper  becaufe  it  is  ufelefs,  and  it  is 
^  ufelefs  becavrfe  we  can  do  now  all  that  we  can  do 
^  hereafter  in  a  comnuttee.  For  the  bill  before  us  is 
«  a  money -billj  which,  according  to  the  prefent  opinion 
^  of  the  clinabs*,  we  have  no  right  to  amend,  and 
>  which  therefore  we  have  no  need  of  confidering  in  a 
^  committee,  fincetheeventof allourdeliberationsmull 
^  be,  that  we  are  either  to  rejeA  or  pafs  it  in  its  prefent 
f  ftate  y  for  I  fuppofe  no  lord  will  think  this  a  proper 

*  time  to  enter  into  a  controverfy  with  the  clinabs 
«  for  the  revival  of  thofe  privileges  to  which,  I  bc- 

*  lievc,  we  have  a  right,  and  fuch  a  controverfy,  the 

*  leaft  attempt  .to  amend  a  money-bill  will  certainly 

*  produce.  '  ' 

*  To  defire,  therefore,  my  lords,  that  this  bill  may 
^  be.confideredin  a  committee,  is  only  to  defire  that 
f  it  .may  gain  one  ftep  without  oppofition,  that  it  may 

*  proceed  throu^  the  forms  of  the  houfe  by  ftealth, 

*  and  that  the  confideration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till 
*,  the  exigencies  of  the  government  Ihall  be  fo  great, 
^  as  not  to  allow  time  for.raifing  the  fupplies  by  any 

*  other  method.    . 

^By  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this 
f. wonderful  bill  hope  to  obftruft  a  plain  and  open 
f  dereftion  of  its  tendency.  They  hope,  my  lords, 
'.  that  the  bill  Ihall  operate  in  the  fame  manner  widi 
f  the  liquor  which  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  mort 
^  general  ufe^  and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirits  are 
.        ^         *  Commons.   . . 
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*  drunk  befflrc  they  are  well  aware  that  they  arc 
'  drinking,  the  efiefts  of  this  law  fhall  be  perceived^ 

*  before  we  know  that  we  have  made  it.  Their  intent 
'  Is  to  ^ve  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwal- 
'  lowed  before  it  is  tafted,  and  which,  when  once  it  is 

*  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

*  But,  my  lords,  I  hopie  we  fhall  be  fo  cautious  as 

*  to  examine  the  draught  which  thefe  ftate-em- 
'  pirics  hare  thought  proper  to  offer  us,  and  I  am 

*  confident  that  a  very  little  examination  will  con- 
'  vincc  us  of  the  pernicious  qualities  of  their  new 
'  preparation,  and  fhew  that  it  can  have  no  other  effeft 
'  than  th^t  of  poifoning  the  public. 

*  The  law  before  us,  my  lords,  feems  to  be  the 

*  cfFeft  of  that  praftice  of  which  it  is  intended  like- 

*  wife  to  be  the  caufe,  and  to  be  diftated  by  the 

*  liquor  of  which  it  fo  cfFeftually  promotes  the  ufe^ 

*  for  llircly  it  never  before  was  conceived  by  any  man 

*  intniftcd  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  to 
'  raife  taxes  by  the  deftruftion  of  the  people. 

*  Nothing,  my  lords,  but  the  deftruftion  of  all  the 

*  moft  laborious  and  ufeful  part  of  the  nation,  can  be 

*  cxpefted  from  the  licenfe  which  is  now  propofed  to 

*  be  giv€n,  not  only  to  drunkennefs,  but  to  drunken- 

*  ncfs  of  the  moft  deteftablc  and  dangerous  kind,  to 
'  the  abufe  not  only  of  intoxicating  but  of  poifonouj 

*  liquors. 

*  Nothing,  my  lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  affert, 

*  diat  the  ufe  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now 
'  before  us,  or  indeed  that.it  will  npt  be  ia  a  very 
'  great  degree  promoted  by  it.    For  what  produces 

*  all  kind  of  wickednefs  but  the  prolped  of  impunity 

*  on  one  part,  or  the  felicitation  of  opportunity  on 

la  •the 
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*  the  other  ?  Either  of  thcfe  have  too  freqiicndy  beca 

*  fufficient  to  overpower  the  fenfe  of  morality,  and 
^  even  of  religion,  and  what  is  not  to  be  feared  from 
'  them  when  dicy  (hall  unite  their  force,  and  operate 
^  together,  when  temptations  Ihall  be  increafed  and 

*  terror  taken  away  ? 

«  It  is  allowed  by  thofe  who  have  hitherto  difputed 
'  on  either  fide  of  this  queftion,  that  the  people  ap- 
'  pear  obftinately  enamoured  of  this  new  liquor :  it 
'  is  allowed,  on  both  parts,  that  this  liquor  corrupts 

*  the  mind  and  enervates  the  body,  and  deftroys  vi- 
^  gour  and  virtue,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  nukes  thoie 
'  who  drink  it  too  idle  and  too  feeble  for  work,  and 
f  while  it  impoverilhes  them  by  the  prefent  ex|icnce, 
^  difables  them  from  retrieviag  its  ill  confequcnces 
'  by  fubfequcnt  induftry. 

^  It  might  be  imsigined,  my  lords,  that  thoie  who 
'^  had  thus  for  agreed,  would  not  ealily  find  a^y  qc*- 
^  ca{k>n  of  dilute,  nor  would  any  n^an,  unacquainted 
'  with  the  motives  by  which  feaatorial  debates 
'  are  too  often  influenced,  fufpe^^  that  after  the  per- 
'  nicious  qualities  of  this  liquor,  and  the  general 
^  inclination  among  the  people  to  the  immoderate 

*  ufe  of  it  had  been  generally  axlmitted»  it  cmuld  be 
^  afterwards  enquired,  whether  it  ought  to  be  made 
'  more  common,  whether  tlus  univerfal  third  for 
^  poifbn  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  legiflature^ 
'  and  whether  a  new  ftatute  ought  ;o  be  made  to 
^  fecure  drunkards  in  the  gratification  of  d^eir  ap«^ 
'  petites. 

*  To  pretend,  my  lords,  that  the  defign  of  this  biU 
<  is  to  prevent  or  diminiih  the  xife  of  fpirits,  is  to 

^  trainple 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.   SAMUEL  JOHNSON.    117 

*  trample  upon  tommon  fei^^  and  to  violate  the 

*  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  erf"  reaibn.  For  when 
^  did  any  man  hear  that  a  comnKxlity  was  prohibited 
^  by  Itcenfii^  its  fale,  or  that  to  oflfer  and  refofe  is  the 

*  fame  aftton. 

^  It  is  indeed  pleaded  that  it  will  be  made  dearer  by 

*  the  tax  which  is  propofed^  and  that  the  increafe  of  the 
'  price  win  diminifh  the  numbers  of  the  pwchaferSj  but 
^  it  is  at  the  fame  time  expelled,  that  this  tax  fhall 

*  fupply  the  expence  of  a  war  on  the  Continetvt.  It  is 
'  aflerted  therefore,  that  die  confumption  of  ipirit^ 
'  will  be  hindered,  and  yet,  diat  it  will  be  fuch  as  may 

*  be  expelled  to  furnilh,  from  a  very  finall  tax,  a  rc- 
'  venue  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  armies,  for  the 

*  re-^ftabli(hmentof  theAuriftan*  family,  and  the  rc- 
'  prdfion  of  the  attempts  of  Blcfufcu  f. 

^  Surely,  my  lords,  thefe  expeAations  are  not  vtry 
^  cmlUtent,  nor  can  k  be  imagined  that  they  are  both 

*  formed  in  the  fame  head,  though  they  may  be  ex- 

*  preffed  by  the  fame  mouth*  It  is,  however,  fimie 
'  recommendation  of  a  ftatefman,  when,  of  his  afler- 
'  tions,  one  can  be  found  readable  or  true,  and  in 
'  this,  praiie  cannot  be  denied  to  our  prefent  minifters ; 

*  (or  though  it  is  undoubtedly  fatfe  that  this  tax  win 
'  leflen  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  it  is  certainly  trut 

*  that  it  will  produce  a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue 
^  that  win  not  fail  but  with  the  peo{^  from  whole 
**  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

^  Our  minifters  wiH  dierelbre  have  the  fame  honour 

*  with  their  predeceflbrs,  of  having  given  rife  to  a 

*  new  fund,  not  indeed  for  the  paymeiit  of  our  debts, 

*  Attftrian.  f  France. 
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but  for  much  more  valuable  pqrpofes,  fc^  the 
exaltation  pf  our.  hearts  under  opp^efllo^^  for  the  ele* 
vation  of  our  fpirits  amidft  mifcarriages  and  difap- 
pointments,  and  for  the  chearful  fupport  pf  thofc 
debts  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.  They 
are  rcfolved,  my  lords,  that  die  nation,  v^ich 
nothing  can  make  wife,  fhall,  while  they  arc 
at  its  head,  at  leaft  be  merry,  and  fince  public 
happincfs  is  the  end  of  government,  they  fcem 
to  imagine  that  they  fhall  deferve  appUufe,  by 
an  expedient,  which  will  enable  evciy  man  to 
lay  his  cares  aflecp,  to  dipwn  forrow,  and  lofe,  in 
the  delights  of  drunkennefs,  both  the  public  miferies 
and.  his  own. 

'  Surely^  my  lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  bene- 
volence and  this  exalted  genius,  deferve  fuch  honours 
as  were  never  paid  before ;  they  deferve  to  bcftride 
a  butt  upon  every  fign-poft  in  the  metropolis,  or 
to  have  their  countenances  exhibited  as  tokens  where 
this;  liquor  is  to  be  fold  by  the  licenfe  which  they 
have  procured.  They  muft  be  at  leaft  remembered 
to  future  ages  as  the  happy  politicians,  who  after 
all  expedients  for  railing  taxes  had  been  employed, 
difcovered  a  new  method  of  draining  the  laft 
reliques  of  the  public  wealth,  and  added  a  new  reve- 
nue to  the  government;  nor  will  thofe  who  (hall  here- 
after enumerate  the  fcveral  funds  now  eftablilhed 
anK>ng  us,  forget,  among  the  benefa6lors  to  their 
country,  the  iUuftrious  authors  of  the  drinking 
fund. 

'  May  I  be  allowed,  my  lords,  to  congratulate  my 
countrymen  and  fellow-fubjefts  upon  the  happy 
times  which  are  now  approaching,  in  which  no 
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^  man-  will  be  disqualified  for  the  privilege  of  being 
^  drunk  i  when-  »11  difcontent  and  difloyalty  (hall  hi 
^  forgotten,  and  the  peqde,  though  now  confidered 
f  by.  the  minifhy  as  their  eneoiies^ihall  acknowledge 
^  ther  lenity  of  that  government  under.. which  all 

*  reftraints  arc  taken. away.  ' 

f  But  to  a  bill  for  fuch  defirable  purpofi»,  it  would 
'  be  proper>  my  lords,  to  prefix  a  preanible  in  whicA 

*  the  kindnefs  c^  our  intentions  ihould  be.more  ftxUy 
^  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  miftake  ouf 
^  indulgence  for  cruelty,   nor  confider  their  bene-^ 

*  nefaftors  as  their  perfecutors.  If  therefore  this  bill 
f  be  confidered  and  amended,  (for  why  die  fhould  it 
'  be.  confidered  f)  in  a  committee,  I  Ihall  humbly 
'  propofe  that  it  fliall  be  introduced  in  this  manner  t 
'  Whereas  the  defigns  of  the  preient  miniftry,  what- 
^  ever  they  are,  cannot  be  executed  without  a  great 
'  number  of  meccenarieis,  which  mercenaries  cannot 

*  be  hired  without  money ;  and  whereas  the  prefent 

*  difpofition  of  this  nation  to  drunkennefs,  inclines  u^ 

*  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  chearfully  for 
'  the  yndifturbf^d  enjoyment  of  difiiiUed  liquors,  than 
^  for  any  other  conceflion  that  can  be  made  by  thi 

*  government  i  be  it  enaded  by  the  King's  moft  ex- 
'  cellent  Majefty,  that  no  mjan  fhall  hereafter  be  denied 
^  the  right  of  being  drunk  on  the  following  conditio 
^  ons. 

^  This,  my  lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper 
'  preamble  to  this  bill,  which  oontains  only  the  con-^ 
f  ditions  on  which  the  people  of  this  kingdom  are  16 
^  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  debauchery,  in  de* 
^  bauchcry  licenied  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  th^ 
f  xnagiftratesj  Uff  there  is  no  doubt  but  tbofe  on  vrfaoni 
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the  idTentMs  of  diU  ux  ftoU  a^dtr  authenty,  ^liU 
be  ditefted  co  aflift  their  fiKrfUr$  in  dirir  defign^  to 
encourage  die  QMfunipiicm  of  that  liquer  6om 
vhieh  fuch  laiffe  aewmMs  oveexpeAed,  and  co  niiiK 
tifdyj  withoiic  end^  nhede  iicenfes  wkkh  are  to  pay 
an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 
f  By  t{tta  uidxiuiidcd  Uconfe,  my  lords,  that  price 
wiU  be  le&ned,  from  the  in^eaie  of  which  die  ex* 
pci9iatians  of  the  efficacy  of  this  law  are  pretended, 
for  the  number  of  reuilers  will  Idfen  the  value  as 
in  aU  other  cafes,  and  leficn  it  mops  dian  this  tax 
vill  increafe  it.  Befides,  it  is  to  be  ccmfidered,  that 
at  prefent  the  retailer  expefts  to  be  paid  ibr  the 
danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  trade,  and 
will  not  truft  his  rqsutation  or  his  purie  to  die  mercy 
of  h^  cuftomer,  without  a  profit  proportioned  to 
the  ha3«rd  i  but  when  once  the  reftraint  Ihall  be 
taken  aavay,  he  will  feU  for  common  gain,  and  it 
can  hardly  be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fubjefbs 
himfelf  CO  in&irmations  and  penalties  for  lefs  dian 
Hxrpence  a  gsUon. 

<  The  fpccious  pretence  on  ¥4iich  this  bill  is  founded, 
and  indeed  the  only  pretence  that  dcferves  to  be 
termed  fpecious,  is  the  propriety  of  taxing  vicci 
hut  this  maxim  ^  governtBent  has,  on  this  occafion, 
beoo  jeiiher  nuftakcn  or  perverted.  Vice,  my  lords, 
is  not,  properly,  to  be  taxed  but  fuppreffed,  and 
Iicavy  ta%s  are  ibmedmes  die  only  means  by  which 
that  fupprcflica  can  be  attained.  Luxury,  my 
lord3,  or  the  excefe  of  dvu:  which  is  pernicious  only 
by  i^js  excefs,  may  voff  fs-operiy  be  taxed,  that  fiich 
execfs*  though  nos  ftriaiy  unhwful,  may  be  made 
more  difficult  3  but  die  ufe  of  thofe  things  which 
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^  are  fimpty  kurdul,  hurtful  in.  their  own  nature  ond 
^  in  ev^ry  ckgrce^  is  to  be  prohibited.    Nane>  my 

*  lords,  ever  heard  in  any  nation  of  a  tax  upon  theft  or 
^  adultery,  becaufc  a  tax  implies  a  licenfe  grated  for 

*  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  all  who  Ihall  be 
'  willing  to  pay  it. 

^  Druiikennefs,  my  lords,  is  univcrfallyi  and  in  all 
^  circumftances  an  evil,  and  therefore  oqght  not  to  \k 
'  taxed,  but  punilhed,  and  the  means  of  it  not  to  b? 
'  made  eafy  by  a  flight  impoft  which  none  can  feel, 

*  but  to  be  renfioved  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people, 
<  and  iecured  by  the  heavieft  taxes  levied  with  the 

*  utmoft  rigour.  I  hope  thofe  to.  whofe  care  the 
^  religion  of  die  nation  is  particularly  configned,  will 
^  unanimoufly  join  with  me  in  maintaining  the  ne-^ 
'  ceffity  not  of  taxing  vice  but  fuppreiling  it,  and  unite 
^  for  die  p^edlion  of  a  bill,  by  which  the  future  as 
^  well  as  the  i»cfent  happinefs  of  thoufands  muft  be 
«  dcftpoyed  V 

This  fpecch  is  a  contraft  to  that  of  lord  Hard^ 
wicke,  and  to  him  who  uttered  it  may  be  applied  the 
charafter  which  bifliop  Burnet  gives  of  Waller,  viz. 

*  That  he  was  only  concerned  to  fay  that  %rfiich  fhould 

*  make  him  applauded ;  he  never  laid  the  bufine6  of 

*  the  houfeto  heart,  being  a  vain  and  empty,  thougk 
'  a  witty  man.* 

The  Aibjeft  of  [this  important  debate  was  a  bill  to 
reftr^n  the  ufe  of  Ipiritupus  liquors,  founded  on  evi- 
dence that  no  lei^  a  quantity  than  feven  millions  of 
gallons  thereof  were  vearly  diftiUed  and  confumed 
in  this  country,  and  th.at  in  many  parifhes  mAin  the 

•  Gent.  Msg.  ^743,  page  6*5- 
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bills  o(  moitality^  exdufive  of  London  and  South* 
warkj  every  fixth  houfe  retailed  them.  The  bill, 
under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  Newqaftle,  lord 
Carteret,  Mr.  Sandys  and  others,  the  then  miniftry, 
pafled  the  commons  with  little  or  no  oppofition>  and 
money  was  immediately  raifed  on  the  tax  thereby  im- 
pofed.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  was  vehemently  oppofed 
by  the  bifhops  and  many  of  the  lay  lords,  with  great 
force  of  reafbning,  and  by  lord  Chefterfield  in  the 
above  ipeech|  which  ha$  little  of  argument  in  it, 
though  it  goes  to  prove,  that  the  praAice  ought  to 
have  been  fupprefied  rather  than  tolerated.  It  how^ 
ever  pafled,  and  notwitfaftanding  the.fubfequent  laws 
fince  made  to  palliate  it,  the  evil  to  a  g^eat  degree 
fubfifts  at  this  day. 

In  the  perufal  of  thefe  debates,  as  written,  we  can^ 
not  but  wonder  at  the  powers  that  produced  them& 
The  author  had  never  pafled  thofe  gradations  that  lead 
CO  the  knowledge  of  men  and  bufinefs :  born  to  a 
narrow  fortune^  of  no  profeflion,  converfant  chiefly 
with  bool^i  and,  if  we  believe  fpme,  1q  deficient  in 
the  forma}|tiei5  of  difcQurfe,  and  the  prafti^es  of  cere- 
mony, as  in  converfatiqn  to  be  fcarce  tolerable  s  un^c-; 
quainted  with  the  flile  qf  any  other  than. academical 
diiputation,  and  fo  great  a  ftranger  to  ienatori4  man* 
ners,  that  he  never  was  within  the  walls  of  either  houi^ 
of  parliament.  That  a  man,  under  thefe  difadvantages^ 
ihould  be  able  to  frame  a  fyllem  of  debate,  to  compofc 
Ipeeches  of  fiich  excellence,  both  in  matter  and  form^ 
as  fcarcely  to  be  equalled  by  thofe  of  the  moH  able  and 
experienced  ftatcfmen,  is,  I  fay,  matter  of  aftbnilhmcnt^ 
and  a  proof  of  talents  that  qualified  him  for  a  ipeaker 
In  the  moft  auguft  aflembly  on  earth. 

Cavc^ 
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Cave,  who  had  no  idea  of  the  powers  of  eloquence 

owr  the  human  nund,  became  fenfible  of  its  efFcfts 

m  the  profits  it  brought  him  :  he  had  long  thought 

that  the  lliccefs  of  his  Magazine  proceeded  from  tfiofe 

parts  of  it  that  were  condudted  by  himfelf,  which 

were  the  abridgement  of  weekly  papers  written  againft 

the  miniftry,  fuch  as  the  Craftfman,  Fog*s  JournaU 

Common  Senfe,  the  Weekly  MifceUany,  the  Weft- 

minfter  Journal,  and  others,  and  alfb  marfhalling  the 

paftorals,  the  elegies,  and  the  fbngs,  the  epigrams,  and 

the  rcbufes  that  were  fent  him  by  various  corrclpon- 

dents,  and waslcarcely  able  to  fee  the  cauies  that  at 

.  Ais  time  increased  the  laic  of  his  pamphlet  from  ten 

to  fifteen  thoufand  copies  a  month.  But  if  he  fawnor,  h6 

felt  diem,  and  manifefted  his  good  fortune  by  buying 

an  old  coach  and  a  pair  of  older  horfes ;  and,  that  he 

might  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  pride  in  fetting  up  an 

equipage,  he  diiplayed  to  the  world  the  Iburce  of  his 

affluence,  by  a  reprefentation  of  St.  John's  gate,  inftead 

of  his  arms,  on  the  door-pannel.    This  he  told  me 

himfelf  was  the  reaibn  of  diftinguifhing  his  carriage 

from  others,  by  what  Ibme  might  think  a  whimfical 

device,  and  alfo  for  caufing  it  to  be  engraven  on  all 

his  plate. 

Johnibn  had  his  reward,  over  and  above  the  pecu- 
niary recompence  vouchfafed  him  by  Cave,  in  the 
general  applaufe  of  his  labours,  which  the  increaied 
demand  for  the  Ms^azine  implied ;  but  this,  as  hii» 
performances  fell  fhort  of  his  powers,  gratified  him  but 
little  5  on  the  contrary,  he  difapproved  the  deceit  he  was 
compelled  to  praftice  j  his  notions  of  morality  were  fo 
ftrift,  that  he  would  fcarcely  allow  the  violation  of 
truth  in  the  moft  trivial  inftances,  and  iaw,  in  faUhood 
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of  all  kinds,  a  turpitude  that  he  could  never  be  tho« 
roughly  reconciled  to:  and  though  the  fraud  was 
perhaps  not  greater  than  the  fiftitious  relations  in  Sir 
Thomas  Morc's  Utopia,  lord  Bacon's  Nova  Atlantis^ 
and  bilhop  Hall's  Mundus  alter  et  idem,  Johnfon  was 
not  eafy  till  he  had  difclofed  the  deception. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  curious  to  obfcrve  how  the 
deceit  operated.  It  has  above  been  remarked,  that 
Johnfon  had  the  art  to  give  different  colours  to  the 
feveral  fpeeches,  (b  that  fome  appear  to  be  declama* 
tory  and  energetic,  refcmbling  the  orations  of  De- 
moilhenesj  others  like  thofe  of  Cicero,  calm,  perfua- 
five;  Others,  more  particularly  thofe  ajttributed  to  fuch 
country-gentlei'nen,  merchants,  and  feamen  as  had 
feats  in  parliamentj  bear  the  charafteriftic  of  plainneis^ 
bluntnefs,  and  an  afFcftcd  honefty  as  oppofed  to  the 
plaufibility  of  fuch  as  were  underftood  or  fufpedied  to 
be  courtiers :  the  artifice  had  its  ^ffe£t ;  Voltaire  was 
betrayed  by  k  into  a  declaration,  that  the  eloquence 
of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  was  revived  in  the  Britidi 
fcnate,  and  a  fpeech  of  the  Ute  earl  oi  Chatham 
when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  oppofition  to  one  of  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole,  received  the  higheft  applaufe,  and  was  by 
all  that  red  it  talcen  for  genuine  j*  and  we  arc  further 

told 

•  The  (peecR  here  alluded  to,  taking  it  to  have  been  fpoken  as 
it  i«  printed,  was  attcred  isi  a  debate  on  a  bill  for  the  encouragement 
atd  oncreafe  of  feamen,  containiag  a  ctauTc  &r  a  regilteT  of  fea»en» 
aud  was  intended  to  take  away  the  i^eceiTrtj  of  impr^ffing  for  tte 
fca-fcrvice,  which  biU,  as  being  a  miidflerial  meafure>  was  vebe- 
mently  oppofed.  It  is  a  reply,  void  of  argument  and  loaded  with  abufe^ 
to  a  fober  reproof  of  a  grave  and  experienced  fenator.  To  judge  of  its 
n)£rits»  and  as  a  fpecimeu  of  the  fpeaker's  method  of  debating  at 
that  early  period  of  his  life,  it  is  necofl^ry  to  compare  it  idth  that 
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told  of  a  perfon  in  a  high  office  wder  the  gomemchene, 
who  being  at  breakfaft  at  a  ^ntlcman's  cfaamhcfs  in 

Gray's  inn, 

to  wiMch  k  prntncb  to  be  an  aaAvQr>  saA  for  that  purpofe  both 
are  bcie  iafmed*  «nd  firft  that  of  Mr.  Waljpok. 

«  I  was  tmwiilmg  to  Interrapt  die  coorfe  of  thh  debate  whfle 
'  it  was  carried  on  with^lmnefs  and  decency  by  men  who  do  not 

*  fuSer  Ae  ardoor  of  oppofidon  to  ch>iid  their  rdafen>  or  tran^ort 
«  dxm  to  ftich  expreffbns  as  the  dignity  of  this  affembiy  does  not 

x '  adndt.  I  hare  hitherto  deferred  to  anfwer  the  gentleman  who 
'  declaimed  agdttft  the  bill  with  fixdi  fhiency  of  rhetoric,  and  inch 
'  vehemence  of  geftore,  who  charged  the  advocates  for  the  ex- 

*  pedients  nowpropoftd,  with  having  no  regard  co  any  interefl  but 
'  their  own,  and  with  making  laws  only  to  confiune  paper,  and 
'  threatened  them  with  the  defection  of  their  adherents,  and  the 
'  lofi  of  t^ir  influence,  upon  this  new  difcovery  of  their  fblly  and 
^  their  ignorance. 

'  Nor,  Sir,  do  I  now  anfwer  him  fbr  any  other  purpofe  than  to 

*  remind  him  how  little  the  clamours  of  rage,  and  petnlaucy  of 

*  inveddves  contribute  to  the  purpofes  fer  which  this  aflembly  is 
'  called  together ;  how  little  the  difcovery  of  truth  is  promoted, 

*  and  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  eflabliflied  by  pompous  difUon  and 
^  theatrical  emotions. 

*  Formidable  founds  and  furious  declamations,  confident  af!er- 

*  tions,  and  lofty  periods,  may  affed  the  young  and  unexperienced,  ' 
'  and  perhaps  the  gentleman  may  have  contnu^d  his  habits  of 
'  oratory  by  converfmg  more  with  thofe  of  his  own  age  than 

'  with  fuch  as  have  had  more  opportunities  of  acquiring  know- 
'  ledge,  and  more  fuccefsfoi  methods  of  communicating  their 

*  fentiments. 

«  If  the  heat  of  his  temper.  Sir,  would  fulFcr  him  tft  attend 
^  to  thofe  whofe  age  and  long  acquaintance  with  bufinefs  give 
'  them  an  indifputable  right  to  deference  and  fuperiority,  he 
'  would  learn,  in  time,  to  reafon  rather  than  declaim,  and 
'  to  prefer  juibefi  of  argument,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of 

*  fafls. 
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Gray'i  inn,  Johnfon  being  alio  there,  declared,  thdE 
by  the  ftyle  alone  of  the  fpeeches  in  the  debates^  he 

could 

*  hBs,  to    foanding  epithets   and  fplendid  foperlatives^  whicb 

<  may  difturb  the  imagination  for  a  moment*  but  leave  no  lafting 

<  imprefiion  on  the  mind. 

<  He  will  learn,  Sir>  that  to  accnfe  and  prove  are  very  difEetent. 
'.and  that  reproaches,  unfiipported  by  evidence,  tSeSt  only  the 

<  charader  of  him  that  utters  them.    Excurfiona  of  fancy  and 
«  flights  of  oratory  are  indeed  pardonable  in  young  men,  but  in 

<  no  other,  and  it  woukL  furely  contribute  more,  even  to  tiie  por«. 

*  pofe  for  which  fome  gentlemen  appear  to  fpeak,  that  of  depre- 

*  dating  the  condu&  of  the  adminiftration,  to  prove  the  incon* 

<  veniences  and  injuftice  of  this  bill,  than  barely  to  .alTert  thcn» 

<  widi  whatever  magnificence  of  language  or  appearance  of  zeal,. 
«  honefly  or  companion.' 

To  thb  fobcr  and  temperate  fpeech  uttered  by  a  grave  fcnator,. 
who  had  ferved  his  country  in  various  capacities,  and  whole  moral 
charader  was  irreproachable,  the  following  was  the  anfwer  of  Mr» 
William  Pitt : 

*  Sir, 

<  The  atrocious  crime  of  being  ,a  young  man,  which  the, 
honourable  gentleman  has  with  fuch  fpirit  and  decency  charged 
upon,  me,  I  (hall  neither  attempt  to  palliate  nor  deny,  but  con- 
tent myfclf  with  wiftiing,  that  I  may  be  one  of  thofc  whofo 
follies  may  ceafe  with  their  youth,  and  not  of  that  number  wha 
are  ignorant  in  fpite  of  experience. 

*  Whether  youth  can  be  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  reproach,  I 
will  not,  Sir,  aiTume  the  province  of  determining  5  but  furely 
age  may  become  juftly  contemptible,  if  the  opportunities  which^ 
it  brings  have  paflcd  away  without  improvement,  and  vice  appeara 
to  prevail  when  the  paflions  have  fubfided.  The  wretch  that, 
after  having  feen  the  confequences  of  a  thoufand  errors,  con- 
tinues ftill  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only  added  obftinacy 
to  ftupidity,  is  furely  the  oSjeft  of  either  abhorrence  or  con- 
tempt, and  deferves  not  that  his  grey  head  ihoidd  fccure  him 
from  infults. 

*  Moch 
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cotild  fcverally  aflign  them  to  the  perfons  by  whom 
they  were  delivered.  Johnfon  upon  hearing  this,  could 

not 

<  Macli  more.  Sir,  b  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has  ad^ 

*  vanced  in  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  becomes  more 
'  wkked  with  lefs  temptation,  who  proftitutes  himfelf  for  Inoney 
'  which  he  cannot  enjoy,  and  fpends  the  remains  of  his  life  in 

<  tkeiuin  of  his  country. 

«  But  youth.  Sir,  is  not  my  only  crime ;  I  have  been  accnfed 

*  of  ading^'a  theatiical  part.     A  theatrical  part  may  either  imply 

*  ibme  peculiarities  of  gefhire,  or  a  diflimulation  of  my  real  fen* 

*  timents,  and  an  adoption  of  the  opinions  and  language  of  another 

*  man. 

'  In  the  firft  fenie.  Sir,  the  charge  is  too  triflmg  to  be  eon* 

<  fitted,  and  deferves  only  to  be  mentioned  that  it  may  be  def- 

*  pifed.    I  am  at  liberty,  like  every  other  man,  to  ofe  my  own- 

*  language ;   and  thoogh  I  may  perhaps  have  Tome  ambition  to 

*  pleafe  this  gentleman,  I  (hall  not  lay  myfdf  under  any  reftraint, 
'  nor  very  folidtonily  copy  his  didion  or  his  mien,  however  jnatur- 
«  ed  by  age,  or  modelled  by  experience. 

'  If  any  man  (hall,  by  charging  me  with  theatrical  behaviour, 

*  imply,  that  I  utter  any  fentiments  but  my  own,  I  fhall  treat  him 

*  as  a  calumniator  and  a  villain,  nor  fhall  any  proteffion  (helter 
'  him  from  the  treatment  which  he  deferves.  I  fhall^  on  fuch  an 
'  bccafion,  without  fcruple,  trample  upon  all  thofe  forms  with 
'  which  wealth  and  dignity  intrench  themfelves,  nor  (hall  any 
'  thing  but  age  reilrain  my  refentment.  Age,  which  always 
'  brings  one  privilege,  that  of  being  infblent  and   fupercilious 

*  without  pnnifhment. 

'  But  with  regard.  Sir,  to  thofe  whom  I  have  offended*  I  am 
'  of  opinion,  that  if  I  had  adbed  a  borrowed'  part«  I  fhould  have 

*  avmded  their  cenfure ;  the  heat  that  offended  them  is  the  ar.- 

*  dour  of  convidion,  and  that  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  my  country, 
'  ^hich  neither  hope  nor  fear  fhall  influence  me  to  fupprefs.    I 

*  will  not  fit  unconcerned  while  niy  liberty  is  invaded,  nor  look 
*'  in  filenceiipon  public  robbery.  I  will  exert  my  endeavours,  at 
«  whatever  hazard,  to  repel  the  aggrefTor  and  drag  the  thief  to 
'  jufUce,  whoever  mayproteftuhem  in  their  villany,  and  whb- 

'  ever 
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not  refrain  from  undeceiving  him>  by  confefling  thart 
himfelf  was  the  author  of  them  all. 

It  mud  be  owned,  that  with  rcfpedt  to  the  general 
principles  avowed  in  the  ipeechesj  and  the  iendments 
therein  contained,  they  agree  with  the  characters  of 
the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  afcribed.  Thus,  to 
inftancc  in  thofe  of  the  upper  houfe,  the  Speeches  of  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  lords  Carteret  and  Ilay,  arc 
calm,  temperate  and  perfuafivc;  thofe  of  the  duke  of 
Argyle  and  lord  Talbot,  furious  and  declamatory,  and 
lord  Chefterfield's  and  lord  Hervey's  florid  but  flimfy. 
In  the  other  houfe  the  fpeeches  may  be  thus  chara£be-« 
riied  $  the  minifler's  miki  and  conciliatoiy,  Mr.  Pulte. 

«  cwermay  partakaof  dimplnadtr.  And  if  the  hMourable  gen. 
<  tl«imuv--<*Attheiew«»ds  Mr.  WiBniiigtonrofeBp,  and  calling  Mr. 
Pittto  miet,  made  a  ihori  fpts^A,  to  wldch  Mr.  Pitt  made  tkis 


«  If  this  be  to  prcfcrve  order,  there  is  no  danger  of  indecency 

*  from  the  moH:  licentious  tongue,  for  what  calumny  can  be  more 
'  atrocious,  or  what  reproach  more  fevere,  than  that  of  (peaking 

*  with  regard  to  any  tlung  but  truth.     Order  may  ibmetimes  be 

*  broken  by  pafllonor  inadvertency,  but  will  hardly  be  re-eftablifhed 
^  by  monitors  like  this,  who  cannot  govern  his  o>vn  pailton,  u^iilft 

*  he  is  retraining  the  impetuoiity  of  others. 

^  Happy»  Sir,  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if  every  one  knew  his  own 
^  province ;  we  ihould  not  then  fee  the  fame  man  at  once  a  criminal 
'  and  a  judge,  nor  would  this  gentleman  aflume  the  right  of 
'  dilating  to  others>  what  he  has  not  learned  himfelf. 

'  That  I  may  return  in  fome  degree  the  favour  which  he  in* 
'  tends  me,  I  will  advife  him  never  hereafter  to  exert  himielf 
'  on  the  fabjea  of  order,  but,  whenever  he  finds  himfelf  inclined 

*  to  fpeak  on  fuch  occafions,  to  remember  how  he  has  now  fuc- 
<  ceeded,  and  condemn  in  filence,  what  his  cenTures  wiH  never 
'  reform  • .' 

*  Gdnt.  Msy.  1741,  page  jiietfieqq, 

ney*s 
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ncy's  nenrous^  methodical  and  weighty,  Mn  Shippen's 
blunt  and  dogmatical.  Sir  John  Barnard's  clear,  eipe^ 
cially  on  commercial  fubjeAs,  Lyn^lton's  ftiff  and  imi* 
tativc  of  the  Roman  oratory,  and  Pitt's  Tdid  df  argument 
but  rhapfodically  and  diffbfively  eloquent*.  In  other 
particulars  the  debates  of  Johnfon  are  liable  to  the 
fame  obje&ions)  but  in  a  greater  degree,  as  thofe  of 
Guthrie ;  the  language  df  them  is  too  good,  and  the 
ftyle  fuch  as  none  of  the  perfons  to  whom  the  fpeeches 
are  afligned  Wefe  able  te  difcourie  irit 

The  confeflion  of  Johnfon  above-^mcntioned,  wa» 
the  firfl:  that  revealed  the  fecret  that  the  debates  in-^ 
ferted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were  fi£titiouSi 
and  compofed  by  himfelf.  After  that,  he  was  frcci 
and  indeed  indufbrious,  in  the  communication  of  it> 
for  being  informed  that  Dn  Sitiollet  was  writing  a 
hiftory  of  England,  and  had  brought  it  down  to  the 
laft  reign,  he  cautioned  him  not  to  rely  on  the  debates 
as  given  in  the  Magazine,  for  that  they  were  not  au-* 
tfaentic,  but,  excepting  as  to  their  general  import,  the 
work  of  his  own  imaginationi 

As  the  fubjefbs  of  thefe  debates  are  at  this  time  be^ 
come  very  litde  interefting,  I  fliall  not  attempt,  farther 
than  I  have  already  done,  to  embellifh  thefe  memoirs 
by  a  lele&ion  of  any  of  thofe  nervous  arguments,  or 
eloquent  paflages  with  which  they  abound,  and  the 
rather  as  it  is  impoflible  in  the  relation  of  a  conflift 
between  two  contending  parties,  to  determine  the  me<* 
ritsof  their  feveral  pretenlions,  or  diftinguifh  between 

*  Mr.  Pitt  profefied  himfelf  to  be  noreafoner.  Jn  the  meetings 
of  Us  party  to  fettle  the  method  of  condnfUng  a  debate^  in  oppofitioh. 
to  the  miaiAer^  he  declined  the  enforcing  particular  charget  of 
Sttl-adminifiratum,  and  always  chofe  what  he  called  the  peroratum^ 

Vol.  L  K  ipeci«u$^ 
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fpecious,  and  found  reafoning.  In  the  attempts  to 
remove  the  minifter,  experience  has  however  con- 
vinced us,  that  ambition  and  pedbnal  relentment  were 
the  motives  that  aftuated  his  opponents,  for  neither 
when  they  attained  to  power  did  they  manifefl  greater 
integrity,  nor  did  they  ceafe  to  pra£tife  thofe  niethods 
for  the  maintaining  their  influence  over  the  public 
councils,  which  were  imputed  to  him  as  criminal. 

It  is  befide  my  purpofe  to  enter  into  a  formal 
defence  of  the  adminiftration  of  this  fervant  of  the 
public,  or  to  attempt  a  deteftion  of  the  arts  that 
were  praftifed  to  render  him  odious  ;  I  will  never- 
thekfs  mention  a  few  fafts  refpefting  him  that  have 
come  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  may  ferve  to  excul* 
pate  him,  in  fome  degree,  from  the  charge  of  being 
an  enemy  to  the  conilitution  or  the  interefts  of  this 
country. 

When  he  fiift  came  into  power,  he  found  it  his  duty 
to  undertake  the  arduous  taikofreconciting  the  people 
to  the  dominion  of  a  prince  bom  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  fccuring  the  fucceflion  to  his  defcendants,  and 
this  he  lived  to  fee  effefted.  War  he  hated  as  much 
as  fome  of  his  fucceflbrs  did  peace,  and  from  a  war 
with  Spain  he  forefaw  that  no  good  could  follow :  the 
fettlements  abroad  of  that  power  are  very  remote,  aad 
in  a  climate  deftruftive  to  Englilhmen ;  fo  that  what 
we  were  ever  able  to  take  from  them  we  never  could 
hold.  The  extcnfion  of.  empire  was  never  his  wifh^ 
but  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue,  in  both  which  fubjedls  his  (kill  was 
unrivalled,  engrofled  his  attention.  To  efFeft  the  one, 
a  greater  number  of  laws  in  its  favour  were  framed  and 

paOed 
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•paflfed  under  his  fandion,  than  had  ever  been  enafbed  in 
any  known  period  of  equal  duration  with  his  miniftry  5 
and  to  cany  the  other  into  pra6tice,  he  projefted  a  fcheme 
for  an  extenfion  of  the  excife,as  the  only  means  of  put- 
ting a  ftop  to  the  frauds  of  merchants  and  illicit 
traders^  and  making  the  receipts  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  income  equal  to  what  they  were  computed  at.. 
This  fcheme,  it  is  true,  fubjefted  him  to  much  ob- 
loquy>  and  he  was  neceflitated  to  abandon  it ;  but  in. 
a  fucceeding  adminiftration  it  was  partly  carried  into 
execution,  ^t  the  exprefs  folicitation  of  the  principal 
perlbns  concerned  in  that  article  of  trade  which  it  was 
fu^efted  would  have  been  moft  affefted  had  the 
fcheme  pafled  into  a  law ;  and  afterwards  the  moft 
popular  minifter  that  ever  direfted  the  councils  of 
this  country,  fcrupled  not  to  declare  in  full  fenate,  that 
if  ever  a  time  Ihpuld  arrive  that  was  likely  to  render 
the  jMTjjeft  feafible,  himfelf  would  recommend  an  ex- 
tenfion of  the  excife-laws  as  a  meafure  big  with  ad- 
vantage to  commerce,  to  the  revenue,  and  to  the 
general  interefts  of  the  kingdom. 

I'he  queftion  whether  he  was  in  principle  an  enemy 
to  his  country  or  not,  will  poflibly  be  decided  by  the 
following  faft,  which  the  beft  authority  warrahts  me 
in  relating :  When  he  was  feized  with  the  diforder 
that  put  3,  period  to  his  days,  and  from  its  violence 
he  had  abandoned  the  hope  of  living  much  longer, 
he  called  one  df  his  fons  to  him,  gave  him  his  blefling, 
and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  told  him,  that  from  intelli- 
gence he  had  obtained,  he  would  aflure  him  that  with- 
in a  twelvemonth's  time  the  crown  of  England  would 
be  fought  for  upon  Englifh  ground ;   the  fubfequent 
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rebellion  in  i74S,  and  the  irruptions  of  the  enemy, 
beyond  the  borders  of  the  norths  verified  this  pre-* 
didion. 

As  I  (hall  have  but  little  occafion  to  fay  more  of 
the  debates  in  parliament  as  they  appear  in  the  Ma- 
gazine>  I  fhall  clofe  the  account  above  given  of  them 
with  faying,  that  Johnfon  continued  to  write  them  till 
the  pafling  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  falc  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  vrfiich  was  about  the  end  of  the  year  1743. 
After  that,  they  were  written  by  Dr,  Hawkefworthj 
ahd  by  him  continued  to  about  1760,  within  which 
period  the  plan  of  the  Magazine  was  enlarged  by  a 
review  of  new  publications.  In  tliis,  Mr.  Owen 
Ruffhead  was  firft  employed,  but  he  beings  in  about 
two  years,  invited  to  fuperintend  a  re-publication  of 
the  Statutes  at  large,  the  office  of  reviewer  dropped 
into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  who,  though  he 
was  thought  to  cxercife  it  with  fome  alperity,  conti- 
nued in  it -till  about  the  year  1772,  when  he  was  em- 
ployed to  digeft  the  papers  of  fundry  late  navigators, 
and  to  become  the  editor  of  that  coUeftion  of  voyages, 
which  in  the  catalogues  of  bookfellers  is  diftinguifh* 
cd  by  his  name.  . 

About  this  time  Johnfon  was  folicited  to  undertake 
an  employment  of  a  kind  very  diflferent  from  any  he 
had  ever  been  accuflomed  to :  it  was  to  compile  a 
catalogue  of  books  s  a  tafk,  which  at  firfl  view,  feems 
to  be  not  above  the  capacity  of  almoft  the  loweft  of 
literary  artificers,  but  on  a  nearer  was  found  to  re- 
quire the  abilities  of  one  of  the  higheft.  Ofborne 
the  bookfeller,  had  ventured  on  the  purchale  of  the 
earl  of  Oxford's  library  of  printed  books^^at  the  price 
of  13000L  and  meaning  to  difpofe  of  them  b/fale 
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tt  his  fliop  in  the  ordinary  way,  projcftcd  a  catalogue 
thereof  diftributcd  into  common-places,  in  five  oAavo 
volumes^  which  being  fold  for  five  ihillings  each^ 
would  pay  itfelf,  and  circulate  throughout  the  king* 
dom  and  alfo  abroad. 

It  is  probable  that  Ofborne  had  confulted  Mait^ 
taire,then  one  of  the  mafters  of  Weftminfter  fchool,  and 
who  had  formerly  aflifted  in  making  out  the  Catalogue 
librorum  manufcriptorum  Anglise  &  Hibemise,  oa 
the  fubjeft  of  his  intended  catalogue,  and  that  Maittaire 
might  have  furnifhed  the  general  heads  or  clafles  under 
which  the  feveral  books  are  arranged,  a  work  of  ibmc 
labour,  and  that  required  no  fmall  flock  of  erudition. 
This  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  he  drew  up  a  Latin  dedica* 
tion  of  the  whole  to  Lord  Carteret,  then  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  fubfcribed  it  with  his  name ;  but  the  un- 
dcr-workmcn  were,  as  I  conje£hire,  firft  Oldys,  and 
afterwards  Johnfon,  who  while  he  was  engaged  in  fo 
fervile  an  employment  refembled  a  lion  in  harnefs. 
The  former  of  thefe  perfons  was  a  natural  fon  of  Dr. 
Oldys,  a  civilian  of  fome  eminence,  and  fubfilled  by 
writing  for  the  bookfellers.  Having  a  general  know* 
ledge  of  books,  he  had  been  long  retained  in  the  fer« 
vice  of  Edward  earl  of  Oxford,  and  was  therefore  by 
Olborne  thought  a  fit  pcrfon  for  his  purpofe  j  but  whe* 
ther  they  difagrecd,  or  that  Oldys  was  hindered  by  the 
rcftraint  of  his  perfon  in  the  Fleet,  a  misfortune  that  he 
laboured  under  fome  time  about  that  period,  he  defift- 
cd,  after  having  proceeded  to  the  end  of  the  fecond 
volume.  The  third  and  fourth  I  conceive  to  be  ^ 
work  of  Johnfon  * ;  the  fifth  is  nothing  more  than  a 
catalogue  of  Ofborne's  old  fiock.  The 

f  At  what  pan  of  the  catalogue  OldysU  hbourt  ended  aad  John* 
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The  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  ptinted  books^  for 
of  the  manufcripts  there  is  another  in  being,  ^awn 
up  by  an  able  hand,  is  of  that  kind  which  philolo- 
gifts  call  Bibliotheque  Raifonee,  in  whiph  befidcs  the 
title,  and  the  colophon  containing  the  place  and  year 
of  publication,  a  defcription  of  each  article  is 
given,  ferving  to  (hew  both  its  intrinfic  and  extrinfic 
worth,  the  hands  throygh  which  it  has  pafled,  and 
various  other  particulars  that  tend  to  recommend  it. 
I  will  feleft  a  few  examples  of  this  kind  from  the  third 
volume,  and  leave  the  reader  to  applaud  the  judg- 
ment of  Ofborne  in  appointing  fo  able  a  man  as  Johnfon 
to  this  laborious  talk,  and  the  induftry  and  perfeverancc 
of  the  latter  in  the  performance  of  it. 

*  No.  41a.  The  Antiquities  of  Stone-Henge  on 
'  Salifbury  plain  reftored  by  Inigo  Jones,  archite6t- 

*  general    to    the    King,    publilhed   by  J.  Webb, 

'  This  book  has  its  margins  (fides,  tops  and 

^  bottoms,    in  many  leaves)   almoft  written 

*  •  throughout,    with    fome  of    the    ftrangeft 

*  notes,  perhaps,  to  be  met  with,  no  ways  re- 

*  lating  to  the  fubjedt-matter,  nor  to  one  ano- 

fon's  begin  I  have  no  exprefs  authority  for  faying :  It  is  related  of 
Johnlbn,  by  a  perfon  who  was  very  likely  to  know  the  fad,  that  he 
was  employed  by  Ofborne  to  make  *  a  catalogue  of  the  Harleian 

*  Library,'  and  if  not  to  make  focH  remarks  on  the  books  as  arc 
above  inferted,  an  ordinary  hand  would  have  done  as  well ;  but  it 
required  the  learning  of  a  fcholarto  furnifh  fuch  intelligence  as  the 
caulogue  contains.  This  is  one  of  the  fads  on  which  I  ground  my 
aiTertion  that  Johnfon  worked  on  the  catalogue  :  to  difcriminate  be- 
tween his  notes  and  thofe  of  Oldys,  is  not  eafy  ;  as  literary  curk)- 
fities»  and  as  afpecimen  of  a  great  WQrk>  diey  neverthelefs  deferve 
attentkm.  ^ 
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ther,  except  in  one  or  two  places.  The  book 
is  mfcribed  by  J.  Wehb  to  Thilif  earl  of 
Pembroke  and  Montgomery^  Ibme  time  lord- 
chamberlain  to  King  Charles  I.  and  chancellor 
of  Oxford,     And  it  had  been  his  own  copy  1 
for  the  laid  earl  has,  in  the  next  leaf,  writ  his 
own  name,  which  is  apparently  the  fame 
hand  with  that  in  which  all  thofe  marginal 
eruptions  of  his  memory  and  imagination 
were  written^     Some  following  poffcfTor,  or 
reader  of  this  book,  difcovering  the  faid 
writing  to  be  his  lordfhip's,  has  written  in 
the  margin  againft  his  name  "  This  Philip 
^  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery  was  the 
^  writer  of  thcfe  wild  notes.     J.  fVoody^o\M 
^  have  lefs  belied  him  in  calling  him  a  mad- 
'  man,  than  in  faying  he  was  illiterate  and 
^  could  not  write   his  name."      The  notes 
are  written  in  Latin,  French  and  En^ijh,  in 
profe  and  verfe,   containing  truth,   fiftion, 
trifles,  matters  of  ufeful  intelligence,  fome 
enough  to  make  you  merry,  others  melan- 
choly.    He  fcems  to  have  been  under  th^ 
difpleafure  of  Cromwell  and  his  daighters. 
Of  the  former  he  fays  "  Ravilliac  Cromuell 
^  is  to  be  pulled  a  pieces  with  wild  horfes, 
^  upon  London  ftrcets,  and  then  to  be  hanged, 
^  drawn,  &c.  not  decapited  in  jeft.^p.  31. 
In  the  fame  page  where  he  has  writ  his  name, 
he  has  thefc  words :    "  If  he  be  mad,  as 
my  lady  Harwood  fais,  (whofe  tongue  is  no 
flaunder,)  it  is  rather  for  wanting  the  loooo 
pounds  a  year  his  father  promifed  to  give 
K  4  ''  him. 
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*'  him,  than  that  he  thinks  6000  pounds  4 
^*  year  too  much  for  him  to  manage,  with 
*'  Wilton  and  Ramfbury  j   for   he   is  very 
^'  kamcdly  proud,  and  proudly  Icarncd/*^  In 
^  fcveral  places  Jic  has  mentioned  Inigo  Jcnes^ 
^  the  King's  furveyor,  affirming  in  one  placcj 
*^  He  had,  forao  years  together,  fixteen  thou-^ 
^'  fand  pounds  a  year,  for  keq)ing  the  King'9 
^'  houfes  in  repair,  and  yet  they  lay  worfc 
"  than  any  houfc  in  ^umball  flxcet."  p.  3, 
.    ^  But  in  one  place  he   augments  his  falary 
*  very  much,  when  he  fays,  ^'  FSftnico  Jones, 
^'  alias  Iniquity  JoneSy  a  juftice  of  peace,  and 
^<  of  the  ^uirumi    i  and  Cujl^s  Rotuhrum, 
^'  hath  for  keeping  the  King's  houfes  in  rc- 
^f  pair,  deux  cens  mil  ejcu  per  an.  thrce(cor« 
*'  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a  year,  i  and  well 
*'  paid  :    He  is  fourfcorc  years  ould."  p,  34, 
«   &c.  Sec: 
^  No,  1 1 68.  Gloflarium  Archaiologicum>  Authore 
♦  Jlciyico  Spdmanno,  Equite— 1664, 

<  Be^aufe  it  had  been  intimated  as  if  the 
^  latter  part  of  this  famous  work,  now  firft 
^  publifhed  with  the  former^  and  makes  it 
'  complete,  was  not  that  learned  author's  own 
f  to  whom  it  is  afcribcd,  Dr.  Robert  Brady 
*  has  fatisfied  the  world  of  this  particular  in 
^  the  following  curious  anecdote  :  "  The 
*'  firft  part  of  the  Gfojary,  to  the  letter  N, 
f'  was  publifhed  in  the  year  1626,  the  whole 
^'  being  then  finilhcd  and  offered  by  Sir  Henty 
^^  Sfelman  to  Mr.  JBiU,  the  King's  printer,  for 
w  jlje  yalup  of  five  poun^§  in  bool^  only;  bu? 
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*'  he  rcfiifing  to  give  him  that  fmall  rate  for 
**  the  copy,  he  ventured  to  print  the  firftpart 
**  of  it  at  his  own  charge,  and  moft  of  the 
*'  books  lay  upon  his  hands  until  the  latter 
*'  end  of  the  year  1637,  when  Mr.  Stephens 
«^  and  Mr.  Meredith  (bookfellers  in  St.  PauVs 
*^  church-yard)  took  them  off.  The  next  year, 
**  viz.  Sir  Jf^illiam  Dugdale  being  with  Sir 
^^  Ihnry  Spelmatty  and  teUing  him  that  many 
^^  learned  men  were  very  defirous  to  fee  the 
'*  remaining  part  of  that  work.  Sir  Henry 
^^  then  told  hiqi  what  is  here  related,  and 
'*  produced  both  parts  of  the  dlojjfaryj  the  firft 
''  whereof  was  printed,  and  interleaved  with 
''  blank  leaves,  as  alfo  was  the  fecond,  which 
^'  was  in  manufcript>  wherein  he  had  added  and 
'*  altered  much.  After  his  Majefty's  reftaura^ 
*'  tiony  the  C2ix\  oi  Clarendon^  then  lord-chan- 
'^  cellor,  $uid  Dr,  Sbelden^  then  biihop  of 
^*  London,  inquired  of  Sjr  IVilliam  Dugdale 
'^  what  was  become  of  the  remaining  part 
"  of  the  Glojfary,  or  whether  ever  it  was 
'^  iinilhed  ?  He  told  them  it  was  finifhed,  and 
^*  in  the  hand3  of  Mr.  CbarUs  Spelman^  grand- 
f '  child  to  Sir  Henry y  apid  youngeft  fon  to  Sir 
'*  Joim.  Whereupon  they  defired  Sir  JVilliam 
**  to  move  him  to  print  jt,  which  he  did : 
^*  but  fiqding  that  the  bookftllers  would  give 
•*  nothing  for  the  copy,  and  that  he  was  not 
**  able  to  print  it  at  his  own  charge,  and 
f  *  returning  this  anfwer  to  the  lord  chancellor 
'  •*  and  bifhop  of  London,  they  contributed 
^'  liberally  theipfelves  j  and  procuring  many 
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**  fubfcriptions  to  that  purpofe^  defircd  Sir 
**  William  Dugdale  to  receive  the  money,  and 
<*  deal  with  a  printer  to  perform  the  work ; 
♦•  which  he  did,  and  caufed  it  to  be  printed 
*'  as  he  received  it^all  under  the  proper  hand- 
"  writing  of  Sir  Henry  SpelmoHj  without  altera- 
**  tion  or  addition.  And  had  it  not  been  for 
**  the  dreadful  fire  in  LQttdon^  wherein  both 
*'  the  copy  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  im- 
^  preffion  were  confumed,  it  might  at  this 
*^  day  have  been  produced,  to  have  confirm- 
**  cd  what  is  here  reported.  For  the  truth 
*'  whereof.  Sir  JVilliam  Dugdale^  a  perfon  of 
•*  great  learning,  worth,  and  integrity,  and  now 
•'  a  living  teftimony,  without  exception,  may 
*^  be  cofifulted  if  any  man  doubts  whit  is  here 
*'  delivered.  See  Animadverfiens  upon  a  boot 
•'  called  Jani  Anglorum  Faeies  Nova,  p.  96. 
'*  annexed  to  an  Anfwer  to  a  book  written  bj 
«  Williim  Petti,  Efqi  8vo.  1681." 
'  No.  I J28.  Miflale  Mixtum  fecundum  Regulam 
•  Beati  Ifidori  di6tum  Mozarabes.     Toleti  1 500. 

•  This  is  the  fcarceft  book  m  the  whole 

*  Harleian  colle6Hon.  At  the  end  of  it  are  the 

*  following  words,  which  dcfervc  to  be  infcrt* 

*  edhcre: 

•*  Ad  laudem  ommpotentis  Dei,  nee  non  Vir^ 
"  ginis  Marias  matris  ejus,  omnium  Jan£lorum 
*^  JanSlarumq-,  expletum  eft  mijfale  mixtum 
**  fecundum  regulam  beati  \£\Aon  diSfum  Moza^ 
**  rabes:  Maxima  cum  diligentia  perle£lum 
•*  et  emendatum,  per  reverendum  in  ufroq-,  jure 

"  doHorem 
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'^  doSorem  d<minum  Alfbnfum  Ortk  canmicum 
^'  Toletanum.  Imprejfum  in  regaL civkateTolcn 
^'  JHS^  Tcvtmtd^ffimi  in  Chrifto  Tattts  'Domini 
**  D.  Francifci  Ximenii,  ejttfdem  dvitatis  ar^ 
**  cbiep^cQpi.  Impends  nobilis  Mekhioris  Gor- 
"  riccii  Novaricnfis>  fer  Magiftrum  Petrum 
"  Hageoibach^  Alcmanum>  amo/aluHs  noftr^ 
**  1500.  Die  29*  menfis  Januarii." 
*  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  miflal 

*  amended  and  purged  by  St.  Ifidore^  arch- 

*  bifhop  of  Sevil^  and  ordered  by  the  council 

*  of  ^okdo  to  be  ufed  in  all  churches,  every 

*  one  of  which,  before  that  time,  had  a  miffal 

*  peculiar  to  itfelf.     The    Moors  afterwards 

*  committing  great  ravages  in  Spain^  deftroy- 

*  ing  the  churches,  and  throwing  every  thing 

*  there,  both  civil  and  facred,  into  confufion, 
/  all  St.  IJidore's  miffals,  excepting  thofe  in 

*  the  city  of  Toledo^  were  loft.   But  thofe  were 

*  preferved,  even  after  tht  Moors  had  made 
'  themfelves  matters  of  that  city ;  fince  they 

*  left  fix  of  the  churches  there  to  the  Cbrifiians, 
'  and  granted  them  the  free  exercife  of  their 

*  religion.      Alpbonfus  the  fixth,   many  ages 

*  afterwards,  expelled  the  Moors  from  Toledo, 

*  and  ordered  the  Roman  miffal  to  be  ufed 

*  in  thofe  ^churches  where  St.  Ifidore^s  miffal 

*  had  been  in  vogue,  ever  fince  the  council 

*  above-mentioned.     But  the  people  oi  Toledo 

*  infifting  that  their  miflld  was  drawn  up  by 

*  the  moft  ancient  bifhops,  revifed  and  cor- 
^  rcfted  by  St.  Ifidorcy  proved  to  be  the  beft 

*  by 
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*  by  die  great  number  of  faints  who  had  foUow- 

*  cd  it,  and  been  preferved  during  the  whole 

*  time  of  the  Moorijh  government  in  Spain j  he 

*  could  not  bring  his  projeft  to  bear  widiout 

*  great  difficulty.     In  (hort,  the  conteft  be- 

*  tween  the  Roman  and  ^detan  mifials  came 
'  to  that  height,  that,  according  to  the  genius 

*  of  die  age,  it  was  decided  by  a  fingle  com- 
^  bat,  wherein  die  champion  of  die  Toletan 

*  miflal  proved  viftorious,.  But  King  Alpbonfo^ 

*  fay  fome  of  the  Spanijh  writers,  not  being 
^  iadsfied  with  this,  which  he  confidered  as  tho 
'  eSed:  of  chance  .only,  ordered  a  faft  to  bfc 
<  proclaimed,  and  a  great  fire  to  be  then  made^ 
^  into  which>  after  the  King  and  people  had 

*  prayed  fervendy  to  God  for  his  afllftance  in 

*  this  affair,  both  the  mifTals  were  thrown, 

*  but  the  ToUfan  only  efcaped  the  violence  of 
^  the  flames.  This,  continue  the  fame  authors, 
^  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  King,  that 

*  he  permitted  the  citizens  of  Toledo  to  ufe  their 
'  own  miflal  in  thofe  churches  that  had  been 

*  granted  the  Chriftians  by  the  Moors.   How- 

*  ever,  the  copies  of  this  miffal  grew  afterwards 

*  fo  fcarce,  thar  caidinal  Ximenes  found  it  ex- 

*  tremely  difficult  to  meet  widi  one  of  them, 

*  which  induced  him  to  order  this  impreffion, 

*  and  to  build  a  chapel,  in  which  this  fervice 

*  was  chanted  every  day,  as  it  had  at  flrft  been 

*  by  the  antient  Chriftians.    But  notwithftand- 

*  ing  this,  the  copies  of  the  Toletan  miflal 
^  arc  become  now  {<>  exceeding  rare,  that  it 
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^  is  at  prefent  almoft  in  as  much  danger  of 

*  being  buried  in  oblivion,  as  it  was  when 
^  committed  to  the  prefs  by  cardinal  Ximenes. 

*  No.  35I7*     All  the  workcs  of  John  Taylor  the 

*  water  poet,  being  (ixty  and  three  in  number,  coUeft- 

*  cd  into  one  volume  by  the  author,  with  fundry  new 
'  additions;  cotrefted,  rcvifed,  and  newly  unprintcd— 

*  1 6 JO. 

*  Thcfe  works  confift  of  fcveral   pieces, 

*  partly  ferious,  but  mofUy  comical,  in  profc 
'  as  well  as  verfe,  which  die  author  had  pub-- 
^  liihed  from  time  to  time  in  fingle  pamphlets. 

*  He  frankly  owns  himfelf  no  fchdlar,  but 
^  being  a  man  of  good  natural  parts,  of  a  ready 
^  and  copious  invention,  and  having  travelU 
^  ed  much,  and  feen  company  of  all  forts,  he 
^  has  in  many  things  made  good  ufe,  especially 

*  in  the  fatirical  vein  of  his  fancy  and  obferva- 

*  tions.     Several  of  the  nobility,  &c.  encou- 

*  raged  him,  and  to  them  he  dedicates  fcveral 
'  of  thefe  trafts.     There  are  alfo  commenda- 

*  tory  verfes  before  many  of  them,  by  Ibme 

*  ingenious  writers.    Among  the  pieces  for 

*  which  he  was  moft  noted,  may  be  reckoned 

*  his  JVhip  of  Pride^  the  travels  of  Twelve 
^  Pence,  Taylor's  Goofe,   Taylor's   Motto,  bis 

*  Chronicles  in  Verfe,  the  Cormorant,  Praife  of 

*  Hempfeed,  Praife  of  Clean  Linen,  the  Peace 

*  with  France  in  fraife  of  Arcby,feveral  Elegies, 

*  &c.  Among  the  profc  pieces :  IRs  Pennylefs 
^  Pilgrimage  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  in 
'  which  he  travelled  a  mile  underneath  the 
'  fea.     The  a£ls  of  Nich,  IVood  the  Kentijh 

*'  Gormundn 
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*  Gormund.     His  pieces  upon  Hio.  Coriat  the 

*  Oicumbian  traveller.     tVit  and  Mirth,  cr 

*  Pleafant  JeftSy  &c.    As  to  the  author,  he  is 

*  faid  to  have  been  a  Gloucefterjhire  man,  and 

*  was  bred  a  failor;   he  was  at  the   taking 

*  of  Cadiz  under  the  earl  of  Effex,  in  1596, 

*  and  at  FloreSy  in  the  Ifiand-Vayagey  next  year: 

*  he  was  befides  in  Germany,  Bohemia,  Scot- 

*  land,  &c.  He  was  many  years  coUcftor  for 

*  the  lieutenant  of  the  tower,  of  the  wines 

*  which  were  his  fee  from  all  Ihips  which 
«  brought  them  up  the  Thames  5   but  was  at 

*  laft  difchargcd  becaufc  he  would  not  pur- 

*  chafe  the  place  at  more  than  it  was  worth. 

*  He  calls  himfelf  the  Kin^s  Water-poet  and 

*  the  Queen's  IVater-numy  and  did  wear  the 

*  badge  ofthe  royal  arms.  After  the  beheading 
'  of  King  Charles,  he  kept  a  public-houfe 

*  in  Pbsenix  alley,  near  Long-acrey  and  fet  up 

*  the  Mouming-Crowny  for  his  fign;  but  found 

*  it  fafer  to  take  it  down  again  and  hang  up 

*  his  own  head  inftead  of  it.     It  is  faid  he 
'  died  about  the  year  1 654*.*  Of 

*  Taylor,  though  illiterate,  was  a  man  of  underftanding,  but 
X  Angular  humourift.  In  his  account  of  Wood  the  great  eater, 
above-mentioned,  he  relates,  that  he  was  very  near  engaging  him 
to  eat  at  one  time  as  much  black  pudding  as  would  reach  crofs  the 
Thames^  at  any  place  to  be  fixed  on  by  Taylor  himfelf,  betwixt 
London  and  Richmond.  Being  a  waterman  by  trade,  he  had  a 
mortal  hatred  to  coaches,  and  wrote  a  bitter  but  very  diverting  in- 
ventive againd  them ;  and  upon  a  fuggeilion  that  the  vvatennen 
were  ftarving  for  want  of  employment,  preferred  a  petition  to  King 
James  1.  which  was  referred  to  certain  commiilioners,  of  whom  Sir 
Frandf  Bacon  was  one,  the  obje^k  whereof  was,  to  obtain  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  playhoufes  but  thofe  on  the  bank  fide>  that  the  greater 

part 
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Of  this  ftupendous  work  the  Harleian  catalogue^  it 
is  difficult  to  give  an  idea,  fave  by  llich  extrafts  as 
thofe  above,  and  others  in  Latin  of  a  like  kind.  Pre- 
fixed to  it  is  a  Latin  dedication  to  lord  Carteret  by 
Mr.  Michael  Maittaire,  dated  February  174^-3,  and 
after  that,  a  preface,  doubdefs  drawn  up  by  Johnfon, 
beginning  ^  To  iblicit  a  fubfcription  for  a  catalogue 
^  of  books  expofed  to  fale,'  wherein  with  great  learning 
and  no  lefs  judgment,  he  points  out  the  excellence  and 
extent  of  the  coUeAion,  urges  thofe  arguments  which 
ihould  induce  men  of  learning  to  become  purchafers^ 
and  anticipates  whatever  objedions  could  be  made  to 
this  uncommon  fpecies  of  catalogue,  and  the  method 
of  circulating  iL 

The  feveral  articles  arediftributed  in  the  order  of  a 
common  place,  that  does  honour  to  Johnfon  and  Mait* 
tairc,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  jointly  the  fra- 
mers  of  it.  Here  follows  a  fpecimen  of  the  fubdivifion 
of  the  firft  of  the  heads  therein  contained,  viz*  Theo- 
logy, 

Biblia  Sacra  Polyglotta, 
Hebraica. 
Grseea. 

Nov.  Teftamentum. 
Biblia  Vulgata. 

Latina  variorum  Interpretum. 

put  ofchoTewhowere  defirous  of  (being  plays  might  be  compelled 
(0  go  by  water.  Taylor  liimfelf  folicited  this  petition^  and  wan 
prepared  to  oppofe  before  the  commiflloiiers  the  reafbns  of  the 
players^  but  the  comnuflion  was  diffolvcd  before  it  came  to  a 
bearing. 

Gallica* 
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Gallka. 
lulica. 

HHpanica^  Germaoica^  &c. 
Anglica. 

in  Unguis  Variis  Hodiernis. 
Ffalteria*  ^ 

Pfalteria  M etrica. 
Concordantis  &  Lexica  fiiblica. 
Cooimenc.  Biblicorum  Scriptores. 
Vctcnm* 
Recentionim. 
Tafres  Graci  6f  Scriftores  Ecclefiafticu 
Latini  &  Scriptora  Ecclefiafticu 
Concilia. 

Conciliorum  Compendia.] 
Hift.  EccUfiaft. 
VitSB  Sanftorum  &  Thcologorum: 

Pontificum  Rom. 
Hift.Ord.  Monaftic. 
Ecclef.  Orientalis. 

Unguis  Hodiernis  confcripu. 
^eologia  Judaica. 
Scholaflica. 
Afcetica. 
Mifcellanea. 
Catechefes. 
Controverfia  Theologies. 

Contra  Judeos. 

Gnecorum  Scripta  contra  Latinos. 
Contra  Ecclef.  Roman. 
Scriptorcs  pro  Romana  Ecclefia* 

Libri 
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LSbri  dc  Jefuitanim  Moribus. 
Libri  de  Ritibus>  Csremoniis  et  Inftitutis  Ecclefiaft. 
De  Ricibus  Grxoorum^ 
Latiirgiae  GraBCOrum. 
De  Ritibus  Rom.  eccl.  &c« 
Liturgise* 

MiflaUa  Angliae^  five  ad  ufum  Ecclelis  Sa« 

rifburienfis. 
Miflalia  Romana. 
Miflalia  variarum  EccleAarum* 
Licurgias  orientalium  Ecclefiarumk 
Brcviariai 
Ritualia* 
Proceflionalia. 

Andphonana. 

Litaniae. 

Ceremonalia  &  Paftoraliii 
Officia  Man*  Vii^nisk 
Horse  Romanat, 
Horse  Safifburicnfis* 
Mwualiak 
Hymnorum  libri. 
Scriptores  de  Trinitatek 
Theologia  Gallica. 
Scriptores  de  Ritibus  Judaicis. 

The  catalogue  having  paffed  the  prdTs,  turned  out  to 
be  very  Voluminous,  and  being  of  a  Angular  kind, 
Ofborne  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  the  public  pay  for 
it ;  to  this  end  it  was,  that  he  direfted  Johnfon  to  draw 
up  the  preface,  giving  an  account  of  the  contents  of 
the  library,  and  containing  a  variety  of  arguments  to 
vindicate  a  folicitation  for  a  fubfcription,  that  is  to 

Vol.  I.  L  fay. 
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fay,  a  demand  of  five  {hillings  for  each  volume  of 
the  x^atalogue,  to  defray  the  expence  of  printing  it  ^ 
the  volume  or  volumes  .fo  purchafed,  to  be  taken  in 
exchange  for  any  book  raced  at  the  fame  value. 
This  paper,  of  which  a.charafter  has  already  been 
given,  was,  as  I  conje6hire,  a  precurfor  to  the  cata- 
logue^and  was  with  great  induftry  circulated  through- 
out the  kingdom.  It  anfwered  its  end;  the  catalogue 
was  printed  in  five  o£bivo  volumes,  die  colleAors  and 
lovers  of  books  bought  it,  and  Ofborne  was  reim- 
burfcd. 

While  the  catalogue  was  compiling,  Johii&n  was  fur- 
ther employed  by  Oflx)rne  to  feleft  from  the  many  thou- 
fand  volumes  of  which  the  library  confifted,  all  fuch 
fmall  trafb  and  fugitive  pi^s  as  were  of  greateft 
value  or  were  moft  fcarce,  with  a  view  to  the  reprint- 
ing and  pubiifhing  them  under  the  title  of  the  Har- 
leian  Mifcellany*  To  recommend  a  fiibfcripdon  for 
printing  the  coUeftion,  propofals  were  pabliflied  con- 
taining  an  account  of  the  undertaking,  and  an  enume- 
ration of  its  contents,  penned  by  Johnfbn  with  great 
art ;  which  being  very  Ihort,  may  itfelf  be  deemed  a 
fugitive  piece,  and  is  therefore  here  inierted. 

*  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  very  juft  complaint 

*  among  the  learned,  that  a  muldtude  of  valuable  pro* 

*  dudtions,  publifhed  in  fmall  pamphlets,  or  in  finglc 

*  (hects,  are  in  a  Ihort  time,  too  often  by  accidents  or 

*  negligence,  deftroycd  and  entirely  loft;   and  that 
^  thofe  authors,  whofe  reverence  for  the  public  has 

*  hindered  them  from  Iwelling  their  works  with  repc- 

*  titions,  or  incumbering  them  with  luperfluities,  and 

*  who,  therefore,  dcfcrve  tlie  praifc  and  gratitude  of 

^  poftcrity. 
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*  pofterity^  SLTC  forgotten^  for  the  very  redfyn  for  which 
'  tii^  might  expc<9:  to  be  rernembered.  IthasbeeH 
^  hng  lamented,  that  the  duhition  of  the  monuments 
'  of  genius  and  ftudy,  a$  well  as  of  we^th  and  power^ 

*  depends  in  no  (mall  meafure  on  their  bulk ;  and  that 
^  volumes,  confiderable  only  for  their  fize,  are  handed 
^  down  from  one  age  to  Another,  when  Compendious 

*  trcatifcs>  of  far  greater  importance,  are  fuffercd  to 
^  perifli,  as  the  compa£leik  bodies  fink  Into  the  water> 

*  while  fhofe  of  which  the  extenflon  bears  a  ^eatcr 
'  jxoportion  to  the  weight,  float  upon  the  furface* 

^  This  obfenration  hath  been  fo  often  confirmed  by 
'experience,  that,  in  the  neighbouring  nation,  the 
'  common  appellatioA  of  finall  performance^  is  derived 

*  fiom  this  unfortunate  circumftance  j  sl  flying  jh^€t^  or  a 
^  fugitive  pieccy  are  the  terms  by  which  they  arediftin- 
^  guifhed,  and  diftinguifhed  with  too  great  propriety, 
<  as  diey  are  fubjedi:,  after  having  amufed  mankind  for 
'a  while,  to   take  their  flight  and  diiappear    for 

*  ever.  4 

^  What  art  the  lofles  which  the  learned  have  already 

*  fuftained>  by  having  neglcfted  to  fix  thofe  fugitives 

*  in  fome  certain  refidence,.  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay ;  but 

*  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  valuable  obfervations 

*  have  been  repeated,  becaufe  they  were  not  preferved; 
^  and  that,  therefore,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  has 

*  been  retarded,  by  the  neceflity  of  doing  what  had 

*  been  already  done,  but  was  done  for  thofe  who  forgot 
'  their  bencfador. 

'  The  obvious  method  of  preventing  thefe  loflTes,  of 

*  preferving  to  every  man  the  reputation  he  has  me- 

*  rited  by  long  afliduity,  is  to  unite  thefe  fcattcred 

L  ^  '  pieces 

v^  -.-... 
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^  pieces  into  Volumes,  that  thofe  which  are  too  finalf 

*  to  pfcferve  themfclvcs,  may  be  fecurcd  by  their 
'  combination  with  others  -,  to  coniblidate  thefe  atom^ 
^  of  learning  into  fyftcms,  to  coUeft  thefc  difunited 

*  rays,  that  their  light  and  their  fire  may  become  pcr- 

*  ceptible. 

'  Of  encouraging  diis  ufeful  defign,  the  ftudious 

*  and  irtquifitivc  have  now  an  opportunity,  nifhich, 

*  perhaps,  was  never  offered  them  before,  and  which, 

*  if  it  (h9uld  now  be  loft,  there  is  not  any  probability 
^  that  t^ey  will  ever  recover.    They  may  now  con- 

*  ceive  ithemfelvcs  in  pofleflionof  the  lake  into  which 

*  all  thofe  rivulets  of  fcience  have  for  many  years  been 

*  flowing  ;  but  which,  unlefs  its  waters  are  turned  into 
^  proper  channels,  will  foon  burft  its  banks,  or  be  dif- 

*  perfed  in  imperceptible  exhalations. 

•  In  the  Harleian  libraiy,  which  I  have  purchafcd, 
'  are  treafured  a  greater  number  of  pamphlets  and 

*  fmall  treatifes,  than  4  were  peiiiaps  ever  yet  fcen  in 

*  one  placd^;  produftions  of  the  writers  of  all  parties, 

*  and  of  every  age,  from  the  reformation  5  coUefted 
'  with  an  unbounded  and  unwearied  curiolity,  without 

*  exclufion  of  any  fubjeA. 

*  So  great  is  the  variety,  that  it  has  been  no  fmall 
'  labour  to  perufe  the  titles,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to 

*  a  rude  divifion,  and  range  their  heaps  under  general 
'  heads ;  of  which  the  number,  though  not  yet  in- 

*  creafed  by  the  fubdivifion  which  an  accurate  furvey 

*  will  neceflarily  produce,  cannot  but  excite  the  curio- 
<  fity  of  all  tlie  ftudious,  as  there  is  fcarcely  any  part 
'  of  knowledge  which  fomc  of  thefc  articles  do  not 
^  comprehend. 

[Thea 
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[Then  follows  an  enumeration  of  articles  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  an  hundred  and  fifty,  which  it  is 
nccdlefc  here  to  infert.] 

*  As  many  of  thefe  trafts  mull  be  obfcure  by 

*  length  of  time,  or  defeftive  for  want  of  thofe  difco- 
'  vcries  which  have  been  made  lince  they  were  writ- 
^  ten,  there  will  be  added  fome  hiftorical,  explanatory, 
'  or  iupplemental  notes,  in  which  the  occafion  of  the 
^  treatife  will  be  fliewn,  or  an  account  given  of  the 
'  author,  allufions  to  forgotten  fafts  will  be  illuftrat« 

*  ed,  or  the  fubjeft  farther  elucidated  from  other 
^  writers/ 

We  may  well  conclude  that  the  propofal  met  with 
all  due  encouragement,  as  the  pieces  recommended  in 
it  were  in  the  year  17491  publifhed  in  eight  quarto 
volumes.  To  the  firft  of  them  was  prefixed,  as  an 
introduction,  an  eflay  on  the  origin  and  importance  of 
fmall  trafts  and  fugitive  pieces. 

Ofbornt  wa$  an  opulent  tradefman,  as  may  be  judg- 
ed from  his  ability  to  make  fo  large  a  purchafe  as  that 
above-mentioned ;  he  was  ufcd  to  boaft  that  he  was 
worth  forty  thoufand  pounds,  but  of  bookfellers  he 
was  one  of  the  moft  ignorant ;  of  title-pages  or  edi- 
tions he  had  no  knowledge  or  remembrance,  but  in  all 
the  tricks  and  arts  of  his  trade  he  was  moft  expert. 
Johnibn,  in  his  life  of  Pope  fays,  that  he  was  entirely 
dcftitute  of  ihame,  without  fcnfe  of  any  difgrace,  but  that 
of  poyerty •  He  purchafed  a  number  of  unfold  copies 
of  Mr.  Pope's  Iliad,  of  the  folio  fize,  printed  on  an 
inferior  paper  and  without  cuts,  and  cuttmg  off  the 
top  and  bottom  margins,,  which  were  very  large,  had 
die  impudence  to  call  them  the  fubfcription  books,  and 

L3  to 
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to  Vend  fhem  ^  fiich  * .  His  infolcncc  to  his  cufta^ 
flficrs  was  alfo  frcquehdy  paft  bcatring.  If  one  cstrfltf 
for  a  book  in  his  catalogue^  he  would  endeavour  td 
force  on  hirti  fome  new"  publication  of  his  own,  and,  if 
he  Tcfiifed,  '^otild  affi-ont  hinn. 

I  mention  the  above  particulars  of  this  worthldfi 
fclloii^^  as  an  introdu^ion  to  a  faft  refpefting  hi^  be- 
h^idur  to  Johnfon,  which  1  have  often  heard  related^ 
3tod  whieh  hinnfelf  confeffed  to  be  true.  Johnfon,  while 
enrpkyed  in  fclefting  pieces  for  the  Harleiain  MifccK 
lany,  was  neceffitated,  not  only  to  perufe*  the  tide-page 
of  each  article,  but  frequendy  to  examine  its  contents,  in 
order  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  worth  and  importance, 
in  the  doing  whereof,  it  mtift  be  fuppofed,  curiofity 
might  fometimcs  detain  him  too  long,  and  whenever 
it  did,  O/bornc  was  offended.  Seeing  Johnfon  one  day 
deeply  engaged  in  perufing  a" book,  and  the  work  being 
for  the  inftant  at  a  (land,  he  reproached  him  with  in- 
attention and  delay,  in  fiith  coarfe  language  as  few 
men  would  ufe,  and  ftill  fewer  cOuld  brook :  the  other 
in  his  jitftification  aflerted  foniewhat,  which  Olbome 
arfWered  by  giving  him  the  lie ;  Johnfon's  anger  at 
fo  foul  a  charge.  Was  not  fo  great  as  to  makd  him  for* 
giet  that  he  had  weapons  it  hand :  he  feized  a  folio 
that  lay  neaf  him,  and.  with  it  felled  his  adyerfary  to 
the  groimd,  with  fonne  exclamation,  Which,  a$  it  is  dif* 
fcrcndy  related^  1  will  not  vtntxitt  t6  repeat. 

This  tratifaftion,  which  has  been  felddm  urged 
with  stoy  other  vie^  than  tp  fhtw  that  Johnfon  was  of 

^iecz  tme  m  Ae  Doachd,  B06k  if.  ferie  1^7,  in  the  later 
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an  irafcible  temper ^  is  generally  related  as  an  entertain* 
ing  ftory :  with  me  it  has  always  been  a  fubjeft  of  me* 
lancholy  reflection.  In  our  dftimation  of  the  enjoy* 
cnents  of  this  life,  we  place  wifdom,  virtue,  and  learn- 
ing in  the  firft  clafs,  and  riches  and  other  adventitioi^s 
gifts  of  fortune  in  the  laft.  The  natural  fubordination 
of  the  one  to  the  other  we  fee  and  approve,  and  when 
that  is  difturbed  we  are  ibrry.  How  then  muil  it 
tSkA  a  fenfible  mind  to  contemplate  that  misfortune, 
which  could  fubjad  a  man  endued  with  a  capacity  for 
the  higheft  offices,  a  philofopher,  a  poet,  an  orator, 
and,  if  fortune  had  lb  ordered,  a  chancellor,  a  prelate^ 
a  ftatefinan,  to  the  infolence  of  a  mean,  worthlefs,  ig-r 
norant  fellow,  who  had  nothing  to  juftify  the  fuperi- 
orityhc  exercifed  over  a  man  to  endowed^  but  thole 
ad vant^es  which  Providence  indifcriminatelydifpenfes 
to  the  worthy  and  the  worthlefs  !  to  fee  fuch  a  man,' 
for  the  fupply  of  food  and  raiment,  fubmitting  to 
the  commands  of  his  inferior,  and,  as^a  hireling,  look- 
ing up  to  him  for  the  reward  of  his  work,  and  receiv- 
ing it  accompanied  with  reproach  ^d  contumely, 
this,  I  f^y,  is  a  fubjed  of  melancholy  refledion. 

Having  completed  the  Harleian  catal<^e  and  mif- 
cellany,  and  thereby  difengaged  himfelf  from  Olborne, 
Johnlbn  was  at  liberty  to  purfue  Ibme  fcheme  of  profit, 
lefs  irHfome  than  that  in  which  he  had  fo  lately  been 
employed.  Biography  was  a  kind  of  writing  that  he 
delighted  in ;  it  called  forth  his  powers  of  refledtion, 
and  gave  him  occafion  to  contemplate  human  life 
^d  manners.  He  had  made  Ibmc  cfiays  of  his  ta-* 
lent  in  the  lives  of  Banttiqr  and  Bocrhaave,  men  un- 
known to  hini|  and  was  now  prompted  to  give  to  the 
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world  that  of  a  friend  with  whom  he  had  been 
clofely  intimate^  whofe  fingular  chara6ber  and  adverfe 
fortunes  afforded  ample  fcopc  for  difcufflon,  and  fui^ 
nifhed  matter  for  many  admirable  leflbns  of  mo^ 
rality. 

This  friend  was  Savage^  of  whom  it  has  abov« 
been  related,  that  his  friends  had  undertaken  to  raife 
an  annual  fubfcription  for  his  fupport  ^t  Swan&a  in 
WaleSj  but  that  his  departure  for  that  place  wasi 
retarded  by  fome  difficulties  that  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  their  endeavours  to  raife  it :  thefe^  however^ 
were  overcome,  and  Savage,  in  July  1739,  took  leave 
of  London,  and  alfo  of  Johnfon,  who,  as  himfelf  tells 
us,  parted  from  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  His  fub- 
fequent  hiftory  is,  that  taking  his  way  through  Briftol, 
he  was  for  fome  time  detained  there  by  an  embargo  on 
the  fliipping.  After  fome  ftay  he  was  enabled  to  de- 
part, and  he  reached  Swanfea  5  but  not  liking  the 
place,  and  rcfenting  the  treatment  of  his  contributors, 
who  feqm  to  have  been  flack  in  the  perform  a  nee  of  their 
engagements  to  fupport  him,  he  returned  to  Briftol 
with  an  intent  to  come  to  London,  a  purpofc  he  was 
hindered  from  effefting  by  an  arreft  of  his ,  perfon, 
on  the  loth  of  January  1742-3,  for  the  fmalifumof 
eight  pounds,  and  carried  to  Newgate  in  that  city, 
where,  not  being  able  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his 
confinement,  he,  on  the  31ft  day  pf  July,  in  the  fanic 
year,  died. 

This  event,  and  the  affeftion  which  he  had  long  en- 
tertained for  the  man,  called  fbrrh  Johnfon  to  an  cxcr- 
cife  of  his  pen,  which,  as  it  is  faid,  employed  it  only 
thirty-fix  hdurs,  in  a  narrative  of  events  fo  fingulai 
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ffs  could  fcarcely  fail  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  evay 
one  who  wiihed  to  be  inftru^ted  in  the  fcience  of 
human  life.  The  fubjedt  wai^  fuch  an  one  a$  is 
feldom  exhibited  to  view;  a  man  dropped  into  the 
world  as  from  a  cloudy  ccxnmitted  to  the  care  of  thofe 
who  had  litde  interefl:  in  his  prefervation,  and  none  in 
the  forming  his  temper^  or  the  infuiing  into  him  thole 
litde  precepts  of  morality,  which  might  germinace  ia 
his  mind,  and  be  prodii&ive  of  habitual  virtue;  diefe 
arc  advantages  which  children  of  the  lowed  birth 
enjoy,  in  fcwne  degree,  in  common  with  thofe  of  a 
higher  J  but  of  thcfe  he  never  participated.  All  the 
knowledge  he  attained  to,  frotp  his  infancy  upward^ 
was  felf-acquired,  and>  bating  that  he  was  born  in  a 
city  where  the  refinements  of  civil  life  prcfentcd  to 
his  view  a  rul?  of  moral  conduft,  he  may  be  f^id  to 
have  been  little  lefs  a  miracle  than  Hai  Ebn  Yokdhan 
js  feign^  to  be. 

It  has  been  obferved  of  thofe  children  who  owe 
their  nurture  and  edugatipn  tQ  a  certain  benevolent 
inftitution  in  this  metropolis,  that  being  by  their 
misfortune  ftrangers  to  thofe  charities  that  arife  fronrx 
the  relatipns  of  father^  fon,  and  brother,  their  charac- 
ters aflume  a  complexion  that  marks  their  conduA 
through  life.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Savage,  and 
will  perhaps  account  for  that  want  of  gratitude  to  his 
bencfaftors;,  and  pthcr  defeats  in  his  temper,  with  which 
be  feenw  to  have  been  juftly  chargeable. 

The  manner  in  which  Johnfon  has  written  this  life 
is  very  judicious :  it  afforded  no  great  a&ions  to  cele- 
brate, no  improvements  in  fcience  to  record,  nor  any 
yaf-iety  of  events  to  lemark  on.    It  was  a  fucceflion 
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of  difappoiintfyyentSr  and  a  oomplicadon  of  miferies  i 
and  as  it  was  an  uniform  oontfadiAion  to  the  axioin 
that  homan  life  is  cheqtxef  ed  with  good  and  evil  acci- 
dttits,  was  aloiie  fingular.  The  virtues  and  vices 
whiehMke  flowers  and  weeds  fprang  up  togedier,  and 
perhaps  Wkb  mk  equal  degree  of  vigour^  in  the  mind 
of  this  unfortunate  man^  aflfbrdedj  it  is  true^  a  fubjefb 
(rf*  ipacuIatioAf,  and  Jtfhnfori  has  not  fail^  to  avail 
ftjnMfelf  of  fb  tttrsid^dinary  a  moral  phenomenon  as 
Hm  of  a  mind  exalted  to  a  high  d^ee  of  impravo- 
mcnt  without  iht  aid  of  cidture. 

Bift  if  ^  Stents  of  Savage's  life  are  few,  the 
<6fleftioiis  dM^rtkA  ar^  many^  ib  that  the  work  may  as 
^f/tU  be  deemed  a  feries  of  oeconomical  precepts  as 
ft  narrative  of  la^s.  In  it  is  contsHned  a  charafter, 
tfrhich  rriay  be  faid  to  be  Jut  generis  i  a  woman  who 
had  proclttned  her  crimes,  and  folicited  reproach, 
difbwning  from  the  inilant  of  his  birth,  and  procuring 
tt-be  illegitimate  by  parliAment,  her  own  fcMi,  d<k>m- 
ing  him  to  pbveity  and  obfcurity,  and  launching  him 
tipdn  the  Ocean  of  life,  only  that  he  might  be  fwallowed 
by  ks  quick-fends,  or  daftied  upon  its  rocks,  and  laftly, 
endeavouring  to  rid  herfelf  from  the  danger  of  being 
at  any  time  made  known  to  him,  by  fecretly  fending 
him  to  the  American  plantations. 

It  farthei*  exhibits  to  view,  a  man  of  genius  deftilute 
of  relatiohs  and  friends,  and  with  no  one  to  dircft  his 
purfuits,  becoming  an  author  by  neceffity,  and  a 
writer  for  the  ftage,  and  forming  fuch  conne^ons 
as  that  profcffion  leads  toifomctimes  improving,  and 
at  others  flighting  them,  but  at  all  times  afting  with  a 
^irit  that  better  became  his  birth  thw  his  circum- 
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fiances ;  for  wh6  that  knew  how  to  dHHnguHh  between 
one  and  the  other,  i^ouW,  like  Savage,  have  fblicited 
aflSftaikre,  and  Ipurned  nt  the  ofltr  of  it  ?  bt  rcp£d 
j-ckerated  kindnefles  with  ncgle6k  or  oWivJous  taci- 
turnkj  ? 

Ifieer^rfed  in  the  cotirfe  of  the  narrative  ar^  a 
great  vaf  irty  of  moral  fentiments,  prudential  nmxrrAs, 
and  mKeeilaneous  oUervations  on  men  and  things; 
but  the  fentimcnt  that  feems  to  pervade  the  whole  is, 
that  kUenefs,  whether  voluntary  or  necefihajted,  is  pro- 
du^ve  of  the  greateft  evils  that  human  nature  is  ex-* 
pofed  to ;  and  this  the  author  etemplifietf  in  an  enu-* 
mcti&m  of  iht  calamities  that  a  man  is  fubje&ed  to 
by  the  want  of  a  proleffion,  and  by  fhewing  how  far 
lefi  happy  foph  an  one  muft  be  than  he  wfaor  ha$  only 
X  mere  manual  occupation  to  depend  on  for  his 
fijpport* 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  book  explains  the 
author's  intention  in  writing  it,  and  points  out  the  ufe 
ffeat  maybe  made  of  it  in  fuch  pomted  terms,  thit  t 
fhiJl  need,  as  I  truft,  no  excufe  for  inferting  fo  fine  a 
^>ecimen  of  ftile  and  fentimcnt. 

f  This  relation  wiH  not  be  wholly  withotrt  its  ufe, 
^  if  thofe  who  languilh  under  any  part  of  his  fiiffer- 
^  ingslhall  be  enabled  to  fortify  theif  patience  by  re- 
'  flefting,  that  they  feel  only  thofe  afflictions  from 
^  which  the  abilities  of  Savage  did  hot  exempt  him; 
•  or  if  thofe  who  in  confidence  of  luperior  capacities  or 
^  attainments^  (fifregard  the  Common  maxims  of  life, 
^  ih^U  be  reminded,  that  nothing  will  fupply  the 
^  want  of  prudence,  and  that  negligence  and  irregu-> 
«  larity  long  contirincd,  will  make  knowledge  ufelefr, 
^  ^t  ridiculou^f  an4  g^us  cgntcmptiblet ' 
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This  celebrated  ellay  in  biography  was  publilhed  in 
the  month  of  February  1744^  and  gave  occafion  to 
Henry  Fielding,  the  author  of  a  periodical  paper  intitled 

*  The  Champion/  to  conimend  it  in  thefe  words : 

*  This  pamphlet  is,  without  flattery  to  its  author^  a$ 

*  juft  ^d  well  written  a  piece  as^  of  its  kind,  I  ever 
^  faw ;  fo  that,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  highly  deierves^ 

*  it  ftands  certainly  very  little  in  need  of  this  rccom- 

*  mendapon. As  to  the  hiftory  of  the  unfortunate 

*  perfon  whofe  memoirs  compofe  this  work,  it  is  cer- 

*  tainly  penned  with  equal  accuracy  and  (pint,  of 

*  which  I  am  fo  much  the  better  judge,  a3 1  kn^w 
^  many  of  the  fafts  mentioned  in  it  to  be  ftnftly  true, 

*  and  very  fairly  related.  Befides^  it  is  not  only  the  ftory 

*  of  Mr.  Savage,  but  innumerable  incident  relating 

*  to  Qth^r  pcrfons  wd  other  affairs,  which  render 

*  this  a  very  amufing,  and  withal,  a  very  inftruftivc 
^  and  valuable  performance.  The  author's  obferva-* 
^  tions  ^c  (tion,  fignificant  and  juft^  as  his  narrative 
^  is  remarkably  finooth  and  well  diipofed :  his  re- 

*  fleftions  open  to  us  all  the  receflcs  of  the  human 

*  heart,  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  juft  or  pleafant^  a 
^  more  engaging  or  a  more  improving  trcatife  on  the 
^  excellencies  and  defefts  of  human  nature,  is  fcarce 

*  to  be  found  in  our  own  or  perhaps  in  any  other 

*  language.* 

The  life  I  am  now  writing  fecms  to  divide  itfelf 
into  two  periods ;  the  firft  marked  by  a  feries  of  afflic- 
tions, the  laft  by  fome  cheering  rays  of  comfort  anc^ 
comparative  affluence.  Johnfon,  at  this  time,  had 
paffed  nearly  the  half  of  his  days  :  here,  therefore,  let 
me  make  a  ftand,   and  having  hitRerto  reprefented 
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Mm  in  his  literary,  endeavour  to  exhibit  him  in  hia 
religious,  moral,  and  oeconomical  chara£ber,  adverting 
lirft  to  fuch  particulars  relpefting  the  courfe  of  life 
he  had  chpfen,  and  the  evils  to  which  it  expoied 
him,  as  feem  properly  to  belong  to  the  firft  member 
of  the  above  divilion. 

As  the  narrownefs  of  his  father's  cirinimftances  had 
Ihut  him  out  of  thofe  profeffions  for  which  an  univer- 
lity  education  is  a  ne^eflary  qualification,  and  his 
projeft  of  an  academy  had  failed,  he  had,  as  to  his 
courle  of  life,  no  choice  but  idlenefs  or  the  exercife  of 
his  talents  in  a  way  that  might  afford  him  fubfiftence^ 
and  provide  for  the  day  that  was  palling  over  him,  fo 
that  the  profeilion  of  an  author  was  the  only  one  in  his 
power  to  adopt.  That  it  was  far  from  an  eligible 
one,  he  had  in  fome  degree  experienced,  and  his 
averfion  to  labour  magnified  the  evils  of  it,  by 
bringing  to  his  rccoUedUon  the  examples  of  Am- 
hurftj  of  Savage,   of  Boyfe*,    and  many  others^ 

from 

*  The  lives  of  thefe  tliree  perfons  as  they  exhibit  an  example  of 
the  diibefles  to  which  idlenefs  and  the  want  of  moral  principles  may 
cxpofe  men  of  parts,  may  be  an  ufefnl  caveat  to  yomig  men  of 
the  riiing  generation,  and  prove  a  more  powerful  perfuaiive  to 
induftry,  oeconomy,  and  the  right  ufe  of  great  talents,  than  the 
moft  laboured  argument.  That  of  Savage  prefents  itfeifto  viewia 
the  works  of  Johnfon :  thofe  of  the  other  two  are  elfewhcre  to  be 
found,  and  an  abridgement  of  each  of  them  is  inferted,  for  the  fame 
reaibn  that  beacons  are  ereded  to  point  out  rocks  and  ihoals  to 
ignorant  or  benighted  peribns. 

Nicholas  Amhurft  was  bom  at  Marden  in  Kent ;  but  in  what 
year  is  unceruin :  he  received  his  education  in  Merchant-Taylors' 
ichool  in  London,  and  was  thence  removed  to  St.  John's  college, 
Oxford ;  but  expelled  for  the  libertinifin  of  his  principles  and 
^  irregularity  of  his  condud.  After  this  expulfion,  for  which 
Tcry  different  caufes  were  aiiigned  by  him  and  thofe  who  enforced 
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fiotn  w^ch  he  infemedi  diat  (Uverf  and  indigenci; 
tmc  i,tt  infiiparaUe  coacpirucaQts,  aad  refleding  oa 

the 

it»  he  (atinzed  the  learning  a^id  ATciplin^  df  the  tmiTeHit7,  ^ 
cxpofed  the  characters  of  its  moft  refpedablc  mepiber»»  in  a  poem 
called  *  Octtlns  Britanniae,*  and  in  hit  '  Terr»  Filiiis,'  »  work- 
compoonded  of  wit  aqd  fcMrrilit^.  He^  iboa  after,  quitted  Ox- 
|brd»  cai^ie  to  London,  and  pobliflied  a  volufne  of  mifceHanies : . 
he  wrote  many  Satirical  and  malignant  poems,  and  tranflated  ibme 
of  Mr.  Addiion^s  Latin  pieces ;  but  his  chief  fame  arofe  £nom  hiff 
condu£&ig  the  *  Craftfinan/  in  which  he  was  made  die  tool  of  oppo-: 
litioa.  For  fine  extraordiaarilx  indiftreet  pfc  of  his  lM>elling 
powjm,  the  printen  of  thia  paper  were  feized,  and  Mr.  Amhnrftjr 
liith  ^  view  of  being  confidered  as  the  vidim  of  his  party,  and 
more  thjfii  indemnified  fer  all  he  fliould  fufferi  fnrrendered 
himfelf ;  but  the  profecution  dropped,  and  he  was  difappointed. 
Upon  the  famotts  compromifcof  1742,  no  terms  were  ftipulated  by 
bis  friends  fpr  bam  iriio  had  been  the  inftrument  of  their  focceis; 
the  reflexion  if  hereon  is  Ihooght  to  have  precipiuted  his  end ;  for 
he  died  i^  a  few  months  after,  &>  is  faid,  of  a  broken  heart,  and  waa 
indebted  to  the  boanty  of  Filuiklin  the  prmter  for  a  grave. 

Samuel  Boyfe,  die  ion  of  an  Etf^fiidifientingminifter,  wi^bortf 
in  1 708,  and  educated  at  a  private  fchool  in  Dublin.  At  eig^iteeif 
hp  was  fent  to  Glafgow,  and  before  he  had  completed  his  nineteenth 
year»  married  the  daughter  of  a  tradefinan  there.  His  father,  for' 
H  confiderable  time,  fupported  his  natural  extravagance,  which  hir 
wife,  who  was  diflblute  and  vicious,  rendered  fBll  more  burthen^ 
Jbme.  Thi^  reiburce  faiGng,  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  whefe  his 
jpoetical  abilites  procured  him  many  frieiids,  particularly  the  countdt 
pf  E|^inton  and  lord  Stormont,  who  affifted  hint  in  his  exigencies, 
and  w^e  difpofed  to  continue  their  bounty ;  but  Boyfd's  charac- 
ter and  deportment  repelled  kmdnefs.  His  talents  were  great : 
he  had  a  genius  for  poetry,  for  painting,  and  muiic  ;  ye%  it  was  (b 
4>bfcured  by  a  mean  and  fordid  temper,  that  many  knew  him  ind- 
lately  without  diCcovering  his  abilities  :  his  chofen  acquaintances 
were  fuch  as  could  not  ferve  him :  he  was  intoxicated  whenever 
he  had  the  means  to  avoid  iiarving,  and  was  voluptuotis,  luxurioas» 
und  boundl^isly  expeniive,  without  the  leaft  talie  for  what  is  ele^ 
gant.    The  contempt  he  drew  on  himfelf  at  Edinburgh  made  lim 
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^  lives  and  coadud^  of  the^  meo^  migflt  fipaf  idiajt 
jtha4  a  necdfaiy  tendency  zq  cpiTiipt  tl^e  n^ind^  W 

reUve<m  quitting  it  lor  London,  whither  thofe  who  had'  been  his 
patrons  gare  ham  very  valuable  recommendatorf  letters;  bat  he 
ffighted  theniy  and  preferred  fubfifting  by  precarious  donations* 
In  the  year  1740  be  was  reduced  to  the  want  of  nccefiuyappa»cl^ 
and  hsving  pawned  whatever  he  could  eadi  without,  was  con« 
fined  by  his  ind^ence  to  a  bed  which  had  no  A^eu:  here,  to 
procure  ftod,  he  wrote ;  his  foftore  £tting  19  in  bai,  his  aalj 
covering  a  bfauket,  in  which  a  hole  was  a»de  tp  adadt  of  tjie 
cmpkyaaeot  d  his  ami. 

In  t74a>  while  in  a  fpuaging-Jbooie,  lie  was  driven  to 
Micit  Care  for  lome  temporary  relief,  and  to  proare  it,  wrote 
the  Allowing  horrible  defcripdon  of  the  litnatjbn  into  which  his 
aegleft  of  eeconomy  and  his  want  of  conmoa  pradeaoe  had 
planged  him« 

*  Infcripdon  for  St.  Lazarvi^s  cave« 

i  IIodie>  tefie  ccelo  fammo* 
'  Sine  pane,  fine  mnuno  ; 
'  Sorte  pofitus  infefie,    . 
'  Scribo  tibi  dolens  moefte* 
«  Fame,  bile,  tumet  jecur : 

*  Urbane,  mitte  opem,  precor 

*  Tibi  enim  cpr  hwQiiuun 
'  Non  a  mails  alienu,m : 

«  Mihi  mens  nee  male  grato* 

*  Pco  a  te  favore  dato. 


*  Ex  gehenna  deUtoria, 
'  Valgo,  domofpongiatoriji/ 


ALCJEUS. 


•  Sia, 

'  I  wrote  yoQ  yefterday  an  account  of  ;ay  unhappy  cafe.  I  am 
'  every  moment  threatened  to  be  tuzTied  out  here*  becaufe  I  have 
'  po^  money  to  pay  (or  my  bed  two  nights  paft,  which  b  ufually 
'  t^  ^Alrf  hand  i  ^  I  9M  l9ib  t9  £o  iatp  th^  counur,  till  I 
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rcndct  the  fbllowors  6f  it,  with  rcfpcdt  to  religion,  to 
politics,  and  even  to  morality,  altogether  indifFerenti 
Nor  c6uld  he  be  ignorant  of  that  mortifying  depen-s 
deoce  which  the  profeffion  itfelf  exposes  men  to>  sL 
prc^efikAi  that  leads  to  no  preferment,  wd  for  iu 

*  feeifnijrilEurcanpoffibl^bemadc  tpi    I  hopie,  therefere,  yoa 

*  will  have  the  himuuiity  to  fend  me  half  a  guinea  for  fupport,  till 

*  I  can  finifh  your  papers  in  my  hands^  The  ode  on  the  Britiih 
*^  nation  I  hope  to  have  done  to  day,  and  want  a  proof  copy  of  that 
<  partof  Stowe  yon  deiign  fin-  the  prefent  magazine,  that  it  may  be 
«  improved  as  fiiraspoifible  from  your  aMaace.    Your  papers  are 

*  but  ill  tranfcribed.  I  agree  with  yovi  as  to  St*  Auguftme's  cave. 
'  I  hmnbly  intreat  yoUr  aniWet,  having  not  tafted  any  thing  fincer 
<^  Toefday  evening  I  came  here  ;  and  my  coat  will  be  taken  off  my 

*  back  for  the  charge  of  the  bed,  fi>  that  I  muft  go  into  prifimaaked^ 
'  which  is  too  (hocking  for  me  to  think  of. 

<  I  am«  with  fincere  regardj 
*  Sir, 
*  Your  unfortunate  humble  (ervant, 

'  S.  BOY.8E/ 
'  Crown  coffee-houfe.  Grocer's  alley, 
*■  Poultry,  July  a  1,  1742, 

^  Received  from  Mr.  Cave  the  iiua  of  half  a  guinea  by  me,  in 

*  confinement,  S.  Boyfe.* 

The  miferies  of  hb  confinement  did  not  teach  him  difcretion  :  he 
was  releafed,  but  his  wants  were  little  abated,  and  he  made  nfe  of 
the  moft  difgracefiil  arts  to  excite  chanty  :  he  fometimes  raifed 
fub&riptions  for  non-exiftent  poems,  and  fbrnetiiftes  employed  his 
wife  to  give  out  that  he  was  dying.  He  was  afterwards  engaged^ 
at  a  very  low  rate,  in  the  compilation  of  m  hiibrical  view  of  the 
tranfadtions  of  Europe,  by  Mr.  Henry  of  Reading ;  at  which  plact 
his  wife  died.  To  ^gnify  his  ibrrow  for  her  death,  he  tied  a  black 
ribbon  round  the  neck  of  a  lap*dog,  which^  to  acquire  the  charafier 
of  a  man  of  tafte,  he  ufed  to  carry  in  his  arms..  Aftex*  he  left  Read* 
ing,  he  grew  more  decent  in  his  drefs  and  behaviour;  but  his 
health  was  then  declining,  and  in  May  1749  he  died  in  an  obfcnio 
lodging  near  Shoe-lane,  and  was  buried  at  the  charge  of  the  parifli. 
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Rloft  laborious  exertions  confers  no  greater  a  reward 
than  a  ftipply  of  natural  wants. 

Ralphj  a  writer  of  this  clafs^  and  who  had  formed 
Jbme  fuch  connections  as  would  have  flattered  the 
hopes  of  any  man,  Was  the  tool  of  that  party  of  which 
Ihe  late  lord  Mclcombe  laboured  to  be  die  head.  To 
fcrve  the  intereftsof  it,  he  wrote  a  periodical  paper,  and 
a  voluminous  hiftory  of  England,  fraught  with  fuch 
principles  as  he  was.  required  to  diflfcminate.  This 
man,  in  a  pamphlet  intided  ^  The  cafe  of  authors  by 
profeffion,'  has  enumerated  all  the  evils  that  attend  it^ 
and  fhewn  it  to  be  the  laft  that  a  liberal  mind  would 
choofe. 

All  this  Johnfon  knew  and  had  duly  weighed :  the 
leflTer  evils  of  an  author's  profellionj  fuch  as  a  depen* 
dence  on  bookfellers^  and  a  precarious  income^  he 
was  able  to  endure,  and  the  greater,  that  is  to  fay^ 
the  proltitution  of  his  talents,  he  averted;  for>' 
whatever  facrifices  of  their  principles  fuch  men  as 
Waller, '  *Dryden,  and  others,  have  made  in  their 
wridngs>  or  to  whatever  lengths  they  may  have  gone 
in  panegyrics  or  adulatory  addreffes,  his  integrity  was 
not  to  be  warped :  his  religious  and  political  opini* 
ons  he  retained  and  cherifhed;  and  in  a  fullen  confi- 
dence in  the  ftrength  of  his  mental  powers,  difdained 
to  folicit  patronage  by  any  of  the  arts  in  common 
ufe  with  writers  of  almofl:  every  denomination.  That 
this  firmnefs  was  not  afFedted,  will  appear  by  a  retro- 
ipeft  to  the  methods  he  took  for  the  attainment  of 
knowledge,  and  the  fettling  his  nodons  as  to  the  great 
duties  of  life« 

His  courfe  of  ftudy  at  the  univerfity  was  irregular 
and  defultory,  and  fcarcely  determined  as  to  its  objeft^ 
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Mathematics  and  phyfics  he  had  but  little  relifh  (ot, 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  his  natural, 
powers  had  received  comparatively  but  fmall  improve- 
ment from  an  academical  education.  An  habitual 
difpofition  to  thought  and  refleftion  enabled  him  how- 
ever upon  his  leaving  it,  to  attain  to  that  degree  of  im- 
provement which,  in  many  minds,  is  not  efFedced  with- 
out intenie  application  and  labour ;  and  the  fentlment^ 
of  piety  which  he  had  imbibed  in  his  youth,  dircfted 
him  to  thofe  (hidies,  which,  without  attending  to  feculaj; 
rewards,  he  thought  of  greateft  importance  to  his 
future  happinefs.  In  conformity  to  this  motive^  he 
applied  himfclf  totheftudy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
the  evidences  of  religion,  to  the  writings  of  the  fathers 
and  of  the  Greek  moralifts,  to  ecclefiaftical  and  civil, 
hiftory,  and  to  claflical  literature  and  philology. 

The  refult  of  thefc  his  mental  exercifes  was  z 
thorough  conviftion  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  an  adherence  to  the  dodrine  and  difciplinc. 
of  our  eftablifhed  church,  and  to  that  form  of  civil 
government  which  wc  number  among  the  bkffin^. 
derived  to  us  from  the  wifdom  and  bravery  of  our 
anceftors,  with  this  farther  advantage,  that  they  rooted 
in  his  mind  thofe  principles  of  religion,  morality,  and^ 
I  will  add,  loyalty,  that  influenced  his  conduft  during 
tJie  remainder  of  his  life. 

To  fpeak  of  the  firft,  his  religion,  it  hada  tinfturc  of 
cnthufiafm,  arifing,  as  is  conjeftured,  from  the  fervour , 
of  his  imagination,  and  the  perufal  of  St.  Auguftinc 
9nd  other  of  the  fathers,  and  the  writings  of  Kempis 
and  the  afcetics,  which  prompted  him  to  the  employ- 
rpe/it  of  conoipo&ig  meditations  and  4€y6tional  exer- 
cifes. 
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dfts.  It  farther  produced  in  him  an  habitual  reverence 
for  the  name  of  God,  which  he  was  never  knowil 
to  utter  but  on  proper  occafiohS  and  with  dtie  refpeft, 
and  operJttdd  ori  thole  that  Were  admitted  to  his  con- 
Tcrfation  as  a  poweHul  reftraiht  of  all  pfofahe  difcourfe, 
and  idle  difcitffions  of  theological  queftions  j  and, 
hftly,  it  infpired  him  with  that  charity,  meaning 
-thereby  a  general  concern  for  the  welfare  of  all  man- 
kind, without  which  we  are  told  that  all  pretenfiohs  to 
religion  arc  vain. 

To  enable  him  af  times  to  review  hisprbgfefs  la 
life>  and  to  eftimate  his  improvement  in  religion,  he, 
ih  the  year  1734,  began  to  note  down  the  tranfaftions 
of  each  day,  recoUefting,  as  well  as  he  Was  able,  thofe 
6f  his  youth,  and  interlperfing  fuch  refleftiorls  and 
rcfolutions  as,  under  particular  tircumftances,  he  was 
induced  to  make.  This  regifter,  which  he  intitled 
*  Annalci^,'  does  Hot  form  an  entire  volume,  but  is 
contained  in  a  variety  of  little  books  folded  and 
ftitched  together  by  himfelf,  and  which  wtfrd  found  mix- 
ed with  his  papers.  Spme  fpecimens  of  thefe  notanda 
have  been  lately  printed  with  his  prayers  j  but  to 
warrant  what  I  have  faid,  reipctfbing  his  religious  cha- 
rafter,  I  have  felefted  from  the  *  Arinales,'  and  infert 
in  the  margin  below,  an  earlier  extraft  than  any  con- 
tained in  that  coUeftion  *  ♦ 

His 

*  *  Fricky,  Auguft  27th,'  [1734]  '  10  at  night.  Thig  day  I  have 
'  trifled  away>  except  that  I  have  attended  the  fchool  in  the  mom- 
'  kg.  I  read  to  night  in  Rogers's  fermons.  To  night  I  began  the 
'  breakfaft  law  anew. 

«  Sept.  7th,  1736.    I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th  year.  ' 
<  Mayefi  thou,  O  God>  enable  me  for  Jefus  Chrift's  fake,  to  fpend 
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His  moral  charaftcr  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  finceritjT 
of  his  friendfhips,  his  love  of  juftice  and  of  truth,  and 
his  placability ;  of  all  which  qualities^  the  teftimonies 
in  his  favour  are  innumerable*  But  as  the  charafter 
here  propofcd  to  be  given  him  is  hot  intended  to 
palliate  his  errors  in  behaviour,  truth  obliges  me  to 
fay,  that  his  outward  deportment  was  in  many  inftan- 
ces  a  juft  fubjeft  of  cenfin-e.  Before  his  arrival  in 
town,  he  was  but  little  accuftomed  to  free  convcr- 
fetion  with  his  fuperiors,  fo  that  that  kind  of  fub- 
mifiion  he  had  been  ufed  to  pay  them  he  feemed  to 
€xad  from  others,  and  when  it  was  refuied  him  he  was 
petulant,  captious,  and  dogged.  His  diicourfe,  which 
through  life  was  of  the  didaftic  kind,  was  replete 
with  original  fentiments  exprefled  in  the  ftrongcft 
and  mofl-  corrcft  terms,  and  in  fuch  language,  that 
whoever  could  have  heard  and  not  feen  him,  would 
have  thought  him  reading-  For  the  plealure  he  com- 
municated to^his  hearers,  he  expefted  not  the  tribxite 
of  filencc :  on  the  contrary,  he  encouraged  others, 
particularly  young  men,  to  (peak,  and  paid  a  due  at- 
tention  to  what  they  faid  j  but  his  prejudices  w^rc 
fo  ftrong  and  deeply  rooted,  more  elpecially  againft 
Scotchmen  and  whigs,  that  whoever  thwarted  hin> 
ran  the  rifque  of  a  fevere  rcbuke>  or  at  beft  be- 
came entangled  in  an  unplcaftnt  altercation*-    - 

He  was  fcarce  fettled  in  town  before  this  dogmatical 
behaviour,  and  his  impatience  of  contradiftion,  became 

'  tliis  in  fiach  a  manner  that  I  may  receive  comfort  from  it  at  the- 

*  hour  of  deaths  and  in  the  day  of  judgment.    Amen. 

«  I  intend  to-morrow  to  review  the  ra^cs  I  hav&at  any  dme  hit 

*  down,  in  order  ta  praftiib  tbeio.' 
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a  part  of  his  charafter,  and  deterred  many  perfons  of 
learning,  who  wifhed  to  enjoy  the  delight  of  his  con* 
vcrfation,  from  feeking  his  acquaintance.  There  were 
not  wanting  thofe  anxmg  his  friends  who  would  Ibme- 
times  hint  to  him,  that  the  conditions  of  free  con- 
vcrfation  imply  an  equality  among  thofe  engaged  in 
it,  which  are  violated  whenever  fuperiority  is  aflumed : 
their  reproofs  he  took  kindly,  and  would  in  excufe  for 
what  they  called  the  pride  of  learning,  fay,  that  it  was 
of  the  defend ve  kind.  The  repetition  of  thefe  had, 
however,  a  great  cffeft  on  him^  they  abated  his  preju* 
dices,  and  produced  a  change  in  his  temper  and  man* 
ncrs  that  rendered  him  at  length  a  defirable  companion 
in  the  moft  polite  circles. 

In  the  lefler  duties  of  morality  he  was  remifs  :  he 
flcpt  when  he  fhould  have  ftudied,  and  watched  when 
he  fhould  have  been  at  reft  :  his  habits  were  flovenly, 
and  the  negledt  of  his  perfon  and  garb  fo  great  as  to 
render  his  appearance  difgufting.  He  was  an  ill 
hufband  of  his  time,  and  fo  rcgardlefs  of  the  hours 
of  refeftion,  that  at  two  he  might  be  found  at  break- 
faft,and  at  dinner  at  eight.  In  his  ftudies,  and  I  may 
add,  in  his  devotional  exercifes,  he  was  both  intenfe 
and  remifs,  and  in  the  profecution  of  his  literary  em- 
ployments, dilatory  and  hafty,  unwilling,  as  himfclf 
confefled,  to  work,  and  working  with  vigour  and 
bafte*. 

His  indolence,  or  rather  the  delight  he  took  in 
reading  and  rcfleftion,  rendered  him  averfe  to  bodily 
exertions.     He  was  ill  made  for  ridings  and  took  fo 

*^  See  his  prayers  page  it4« 
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little  pleafure  in-  it^  that,  as  he  once  tqld  >me,  he  h^ 
fallep  afleep  on  his  horfe.  Walking  he  feldom  prac- 
tifed,  perhaps  for  no  better  reafon,  than  that  it  requir- 
ed the  previous  labour  of  dreffing,  In  a  word,  mental 
pccupation  was  his  fole  pleafure,  and  the  knowledge  he 
acquired  in  the  purfuitof  it  he  was  ever  ready  to  com? 
municate:  in  which  faculty  l;e  was  not  only  excellent 
but  expert  i  for,  as  it  is  related  of  Iqrd  Bacon  by  one  who 
knew  him*,  that '  in  all  conipanies  he  appeared  a  good 
^  proficient,  if  not  a  matter,  in  thofe  arts  entertained  for 
^  the  fiibjefl:  of  every  one's  difcourfe,'  and  that  *  his 
*  moft  cafual  talk  deferved  to  be  written/  fo  it  may  be 
faid  of  Johnfon,  that  his  converfation  was  ever  fuited 
%0  the  profeffion,  condition,  and  capacitv  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  talked. 

Of  a  mind  thus  ftored  it  is  fbrely  not  too  much 
to  fay,  that  it  qu^ified  the  ppfreiTo;'  of  \%  for  many 
more  important  employments  tha^i  the  inftruftion  of 
non-adults  in  the  elements  of  literatures  yet  fq 
humbly  did  he  fcem  to  think  of  himfelf  when  he 
publifhed  the  advertifement  of  his  little  academy  at 
Edial,  that  to  be  able  to  eftablifli  it,  was  the  utmoft 
of  his  ambition ;  but  that  hope  failing,  his  neceflities 
drove  him  tp  London,  and  placed  him  in  the  ftation 
of  life  in  which  we  are  now  to  contemplate  him. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  a  preceding  page,  tha^ 
in  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  he  had  formed  a  lift  of 
Ijterary  undertakings,  on  which,  when  timc.ihould 
ferve  or  occftfion  invite,  he  meant  to  ei^crcifc  his 
pen;  but  fuch  was  the  verfatility  of  his  temper, 
that    of    forty-nine    articles  which  he    had    fixe4 

*  Works  pf  Francis  Oiborn,  Ef^;  %yQ.  1673,  page  151, 
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ttl,  not  one  appears  to  have  engaged  his  future  at^ 
tention.  Among  the  reft  he  had  purpofed  to  give 
a  hiftory  of  the  revival  of  learning  in  Europe,  and 
alio  a  comparifon  of  philofbphical  and  chriftian  mo- 
rality,  by  fentences  coUefted  from  the  moralifts  and 
fathers*.  The  former  of  thefe,  as  it  required  the 
labour  of  deep  refearch,  and  the  perufal  of  a  great 
variety  of  authors,  was  a  work  that  we  may  fuppofe 
he  was  deterred  from  by  frequent  reflcftions  on  the 
pains  it  w)t>uld  coft  him  j  but  that  he  Ihould  abandon 
a  work  fb  eafy  in  the  execution,  and  fo  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  religion  he  profeffed,  as  the  latter,  is  not 
leis  to  be  wondered  at  than  lamented. 

Thefe  projefts  of  Johnfon  were  moft  of  them  re- 
Iblved  on  in  his  earlier  days,  but  it  is  not  improbable 
that  he  was  induced  to  give  them  up  by  the  prolpeft 
of  the  gsun  that  might  arife  from  the  publication  of  a 
new  edition  of  Shakefpeare,  which  it  is  certain  he- 
meditated,  about  the  year  1745.  To  an  undertak- 
ing of  this  kind  the  temptations  were  very  ftrong, 
for,  befides  that  the  former  editors  had  fallen  Ihort  in 
their  endeavours  to  explain  and  fettle  the  text,  he 
had  great  reafon  to  hope  it  would  be  well  received, 
for  at  that  time  it  was  obfervable,  that  the  tafte  of 
die  public  was  refining,  and  that  the  lovers  of  ftage 
entertainments  and  dramatic  literature  had  begun  to^ 
nauleate  the  tragedies  and  comedies  of  the  laft  age, 
which  were  formed  after  French  models,  and  to 
diicern  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  this  au^ 
th4>r, 

•  YideAipra,  page  83,  84.  in  not. 
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That  thts  hope  was  not  ilL^grounded,  may  tez% 
Ibnably  be  inferred  from  the  fuccefs  of  thofc  many 
editions  of  thU  author  that  have  s^ppeared  fince  the 
^bovc  time,  of  one  whereof  above  dcven  thoufand 
copies  have  been  fold,  and  next,  from  the  eSe£ts  of  Mr, 
Garrick's  afting,  which  had  revived  the  e^chibition 
of  Shake{peare*s  plays,  ai^d  excited  refers  of  every 
dafs  to  the  perufal  of  them. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greateft  of  Johnfon's  temptation^ 
to  this  undertaking,  faving  at  all  times  his  necefiities, 
was,  a  defire  to  difplay  his  fkill  in  Englifh  literature 
4nd  rational  cpticifm  {n  their  wideft  extent,  in  both 
which  rcquifites  the  dcficiences  of  the  former  edi- 
tions were  obvious.  Of  thpfe  of  the  players  and 
Qthers,dQwn  to  the  year  1695,  little  in  favour  can  be 
&id :  the  firil  that  made  any  pretenfions  to  correftnei^ 
was  that  of  Rowe  in  1709,  and  next  to  thatj>  Mr.  Pope's 
in4to,  1723.  Whatever  otherwere  the  mcritsqf  thefe 
two  perfons,  it  is  certain  that  neither  of  them  wa?. 
fufficiently  qualified  for  the  tafk  he  had  undertaken  j 
not  that  they  wanted  the  power  of  difccrning  the  ex- 
cellences of  their  author,  or  clearing  his  page  of  many 
corruption^  that  had  long  obfcured  his  fenfe,  but  that 
they  were  deficient  in  that  lower  kind  of  literature, 
without  which  all  endeavours  to  fix  or  explain  the  text 
qf  an  old  writer  will  ever  be  found  to  be  vain* 

To  this  kind  of  knowledge,  as  flu*  as  may  be  judged 
ffom  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  and  indeed  from  the 
preface  to  his  edition^  Rowe  had  nqt  the  leaft  preten-. 
fion.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  Pope  was  at  all  con? 
▼erfant  with>  or  th^t  he  underftood  the  phrafeolpgy 
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of  the  writers  contemporary  with  his  author.  So  little 
was  he  ufed  to  that  kind  of  reading,  that,  as  himfelf 
confefled,  he  had  never  heard  of  the  Virgidemiarum 
of  bilhop  Hall,  a  coUeftion  of  the  wittieft  and  moft 
pointed  fatires  in  our  language,  till  it  was  fhewn  to  hinn, 
and  that  fo  late  in  his  life,  that  he  could  only  exprefs 
his  approbation  of  it  by  a  wifh  that  he  had  feen  it  Ibonen 
That  vernacular  erudition,  contemptible  as  it  has  been 
rcprefented,  is  an  indifpenfable  qualification  for  the 
reftoring  or  explaining  the  fenfe  of  corrupted  or  obfo- 
lete  authors,  and  even  of  thofe  more  recent,  is  moft 
clearly  evidenced  in  one  cafe  by  the  later  editions  of 
our  great  dramatic  poet,  and  in  the  other  by  Dr.  Grey's 
edition  of  Hudibfas,  without  the  affiftance  whereof, 
the  nniany  allufions  to  fafts,  circumftances,  and  fitua- 
tions  therein  contained,  muft  for  ever  have  remained 
unintelligible.  Theobald  was  the  firft  of  this  clafe  of 
editors.  For  the  purpofe  of  publilhing  Shakefpeare, 
he,  in  the  preface  to  his  firft  edition,  aflerts,  that  he 
had  read  no  fewer  than  eight  hundred  old  Englilh 
plays,  befides  hiftories  and  novels  to  a  great  amount ; 
and  the  fame  kind  of  ftudy  has,  with  different  degrees 
of  afliduity,  been  purfued  by  others,  even  to  the  laft  of 
his  fucceflbrs. 

With  thefe  inducements,  and  the  aid  of  two  va- 
luable editions  then  extant,  Theobald's  and  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Johnfon  projefted  a  new  one, 
arid,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  for  the  undertaking, 
publifhed  in  the  year  1745,  *  Mifcellaneous  obferva- 

*  tions  on  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  with  remarks  on 

*  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  edition  of  Shakefpeare,'  with 
propofals  for  one  by  himfelf.     Thefe  obfcrvations,  as 
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they  go  rather  to  adjuft  the  various  readings,  and  ftttl^ 
the  text  by  conjefbural  notes,  than  explain  alluflonsj 
did  not  enough  attraft  the  notice  of  the  public  to  induce 
him  aftually  to  engage  in  the  work ;  they  were  however 
evidences  of  great  fagacity,  and  drew  from  Dr,  Warr 
burton  a  teftimony  that  fet  him  above  all  other  eom^ 
petitors  5  for  thus  does  he  fpeak  of  Johnfon :  *  As  to 

*  all  thofe  things  which  have  been  publilhed  under 

*  the  titles  of  Effays,  Remarks,  Obfervations,  &c,  on 

*  Shakefpeare,  (if  you  except  fomc  critical  notes  on 
^  Macbeth,  given  as  a  fpecimen  of  a  projefted  edition, 

*  and  written  as  appears  by  a  man  of  parts  and  genius) 

*  the  reft  are  abfolutely  below  a  ferious  notice ;'  an4 
Johnfon,  who  never  forgot  a  kindnefs,  remembered  it 
by  mentioning  Warburton  in  terms  of  great  rcipeA, 
fis  occafion  offered,  in  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare,  whicl^ 
he  publifhed  many  years  after. 

By  this  and  other  of  Johnfon's  writings,  his  reputa^* 
tion  as  a  fcholar  and  a  philologift  was  fo  well  eftablifli^ 
cd,  that  the  bookfellcrs  of  gre?ircft  opulence  in  the  city, 
who  had  long  meditated  the  publication  of  a  diftionary, 
after  the  model  of  thofe.of  f  ranee  and  the  Academic 
della  Crufca,  looked  upon  him  as  a  fit  perfon  to  be 
employed  in  fuch  an  undertaking.  He  was  at  tha? 
time  in  the  vigour  of  his  life,  and  by  the  offer  of  a  li- 
beral reward  from  men  of  fuch  known  worth  as  thofe 
were  who  made  it,  was  tempted  to  engage  with  the«i^ 
and  accordingly  fet  himfelf  to  compile  that  work^ 
which,  he  living  to  complete  it,  doe$  him  and  all  con- 
cerned in  it  great  honour. 

Nor  can  we  fuppofc  but  that  he  was  in  a  great  nfiee*' 
fure  incited  to  the  profecution  of  this  kborio^s  work 
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by  a  refieftion  on  the  ftate  of  our  language  at  this 
tknc,  from  the  impcrfedlion  of  all  Englilh  diftionaries 
dien  extant^  and  they  great  diflance  in  point  of  im« 
provement  in  this  kind  of  literature  between  us  and 
fonic  of  our  neighbours.  And  here  let  me  take  6c- 
cafioHj  by  an  enumeration  of  the  feveral  authors 
that  had  gone  before  him,  to  point  out  the  fources  of 
that  intelligence  which  Johnfon's  voluminous  work 
contains. 

Of  Latin  diftionaries^  and  fuch  as  give  the  figni- 
fications  of  Englifh  appellatives  with  a  view  only  to 
Hluftrate  the  Latin,  he  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  made 
fome  ufe,  and  of  thefc  the  earlieft  is  Sir  Thomas 
Elyot's  Bibliotheca  Eliotse,  publilhed  in  1 541.  This 
was  improved  by  Cooper  after  many  years'  labor^^ 
by  the  addition  of  33000  words,  and  publilhed  in 
1565  in  a  large  folio,  and  was  a  reafon  with  Queen 
Elizabeth  for  promoting  him  to  the  bifhopfic  of 
Lincoln*  * 

In  1572  was  publiftied  an  Alvearie  or  quadruple 
dictionary  of  four  fundry  tongues,  namely,  Englilh, 
Liatin,  Greek  and  French,  by  JohnBaret  of  Cambridge, 
compiled  with  the  afliftance  of  his  pupils,  but  arranged 
and  methodised  by  himfclf.    This  fad  he  ingenuoufly 

*  llie  fcllowiQg  f^Gt  rcfpeding  this  work  remains  apon  record, 
vis.  that  his  wife  burnt  xhe,  notes  that  he  had  been  eight  years 
gac2iering»  and  that  he  was  other  eight  years  }n  gathering  the  (ame 
l^otes  wherewith  he  compofed  his  didionary.  Her  pretence 
was  fear  that  he  fhould  kill  himfelf  with  ftudy ;  but  Ihe  was  a 
^ew  and  infamous  for  lewdnefs, 

confeflcd 


Digitized  by 


by  Google 


172  T  H  E    LI  F  E    O  F 

confcflcd  in  his  preface,  which,  as  a  literary  cxiriofity; 
is  inferted  bclow.f 

To  Baret's  fuccceded  John  Minfhcu's  Guide  into 
the  tongues,  firft  publifhcd  in  1617  in  eleven,  and 
in  1627  in  nine  languages,  but  with  a  confi- 
derable  incrcafe  in  the  number  of  radical  words, 
in  this  the  author  undertakes  to  give  the  etymologies 
or  derivations  of  the  greater  part  of  the  words  therein 
c6ntained,  but  as  they  amount  at  the  moft  to  no  more 
than  147^3*  ^^^  ^^^^k  muft  be  deemed  not  fufficiently 
copious. 

In  1656,  Thomas  Blount  a  lawyer  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  put)lifhcd  a  fmall  volume,  intided  *  Gloffo- 

^  graphia, 

•  *  About  cightctne  yccreg  agone,  liauing  pnpils  at  Cambridgo 
fiudioiu  of  th£  Ladnt  tongney  I  vfed  them  often  to  write  c piflles 
and  theames  together,  and  dailie  to  traftilate  fome  peece  of  Eng^ 
li(h  into  Latine,  for  the  more  fpeedie  and  eafie  attaining  of  the 
famr.  And  after  we  had  a  littlp  begun,  perceiuing  what  great 
trouble  it  was  to  con^e  nmning  to  me  for  euerie  worde  they  miiTed, 
(knowing  then  of  no  other  didionarieto  helpc  vs,  but  Sir  Thomas 
£Iiat*$  librarie,  which  was  come  out  a  little  before  ;)  I  appointed 
them  certaine  leaues  of  the  fame  booke  euerie  daie  to  wri^e  the 
Engliih  before  the  Latin,  and  likewife  to  gather  a  number  of  fine 
phrafes  out  of  Cicero,  Terence,  Car/ar^  liuie,  &c.  &  to  fct  then^ 
vnder  f^criHl  titles,  for  the  more  readie  finding  them  againe  at 
their  neede.  Thus  within  a  yeere  or  two,  they  had  gathered 
together  a  great  volume,  which  (for  the  apt  fimilitude  between  e 
the  good  fcholer^  and  diligent  bees  in  gathering  their  waxe  and 
honie  into  their  hive)  I  called  then  their  Aluearie,  both  fby  si 
memoriall,  by  whom  it  was  made,  and  alfo  by  this  name  to  in^ 
courage  other  to  the  like  diligence,  for  that  they  fhould  not  fee 
their  worthie  praife  for  the  fame,  vnworthilie  drowned  in  oblicuon. 
Not  long  after,  diuers  of  our  friends  borrowing  this  our  worke 
which  we  had  thus  contriued  and  wrought  onelie  for  our  owne 
priuate  vfe,  often  a«d  many  waiet  moued  pne  to  put  it  in  print 
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*  graphia,or  a  diftionary  interpreting  fuch  hard  words, 
^  whether  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  .&c.  that 

*  arc  now  ufed  in  our  refined  Englifli  tongue,  &c.'  in 
which  the  articles  though  few  are  well  explained. 
This  book,  as  far  as  it  went,  was  of  lingular  ufe  to 
Edward  Philips,  a  nephew  and  pupil  of  Milton,  inr 
the  compilation  of  a  diftionary  by  hini  publilhed  in 
folio,  1657,  intitled  *  The  New  World  ofWowls,' 
which,  as  it  is  much  more  copious  than  that  of  Blount, 
and  comprehends  a  great  quantity  of  matter,  muft  be 
looked  on  as  the  bafis  of  Englifh  lexicography. 

Of  technical  as  alfo  of  etymological  dictionaries, 
many  have  long  been  extant,  name}y.   The  Inter- 
preter 

'  for  the  common  profit  of  others,  and  die  poblike  propagation  of 
'  the  Latine  tongue,  or  eb  to  fuffer  them  to  get  it  printed  at  theiir 
'  proper  coftes  and  charges.  Bvt  I  both  vnwilling,  and  halfe  aihamed 
'  to  haoe  our  rude  notes  come  abroad  vnderthe  view  of  ib  manic 
'  learned  tits,  Sc  efpeciallie  finding  no  leafnre  from  my  prefixed 
'  fiadies  for  the  polilhing  of  the  fame,  vtterlie  denied  their  reqneft, 
'  vntil  at  length  coniming  to  London,  the  right  worflnpfull  maiiler 
'  Powle,  &  maifter  Garth,  with  other,  fmgtdar  fauourers  of  all  good 
'  learning,  and  my  verie  efpeciall  friends,  with  their  importunate 

*  and  earned  exhortations  had  ^leane  onercome  my  contrarie  mind. 

*  Then  immediatelie  laieng  afide  all  other  (hidies,  I  was  faine  to 
'  feeke  fcv  writers  and  workemen  about  the  fame,  to  make  it  readie 
'  fi)r  the  prefle.  Therefore  I  went  to  diuers  of  mine  old  pu]nls  then 
'  being  at  the  Innes  of  Court,  delivering  ech  of  them  fome  part  of 
'  their  old  difcondnued  worke  to  fee  it  written  faire  againe,  and 
'  for  other  peece»  which  I  thought  vnperfedk,  I  gat  certaine  of  the 

*  he&  fcholers  of  two  or  three  fcholes  in  London,  to  write  after  my 
'  prefcription :  but  in  the  French  tables,  although  I  had  before 
'  trauelled  in  diuers  countries  beyond  the  feas,  both  for  language  and  ' 

*  learning  :  yet  not  tmfling  to  mine  owne  (kill,  I  vfed  the  helpe  of 
'  M.  Chaietur,  and  M.  Clatufitu,  Upon  this  occafion  I  being 
^  much  conuerfant  about  the  Innes  of  Court,  aad  alfo  ibme  tin^ie  occu- 
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pretcr  or  LiW  Didionaiy  of  Dr;  Cowell  a  civili^,  A 
Common-Law  Diftionaiy  of  the  above  Thomas 
Blount,  the  Etymologictim  of  Junius,  and  another  of* 
Skinner,  both  well  known  and  frequently  refcrted  to, 
and  of  thefe  did  johnfon  avail  himfelf.- 

The  diftionary  of  Nathan  Bailey  a  fchooi-maftef, 
was  firft  publiihed  in  a  thick  o&avo  volume, 
fo  well  difpofed  with  rcfpedt  to  the  chara6lcr 
and  method  of  printingi  as  to  contain  more  matter 
than  could  otherwife  hare  been  comprized  in  a  vo* 
lume  of  that  fize.  After  it  had  paflcd  many  editions 
with  improvements  by  the  author  himfelf,  he  medi- 
tated an  enlargement!  of  it,  and  being  afliikd  m  the* 


pied  among  fcholers  in  the  (cJioies>  tJiere  came  vnto  me  a  printed' 
ihewxng  mtHulatt  didBonafie  (which  before  I  neuerfawe)  and 
told  me  he  intended  to  print  it  oat  of  hand,  augmented  with  our 
liotes  aUbifl  would.  But  this  bargaine  went  not  forward  with 
him  for  diners  caufes  which  here  it  were  to  long  to  reherfe.  And 
fiureliej  had  not  the  right  honourable  Sir  Thomai  Smith  knight  ji 
prindpall  fecretarie  to  the  Queenes  Maieitie,  that  nohltThe/euf 
of  learning,  and  comforuble  patrone  to  all  ilodents,  and  the  right 
worfldpfull  M.  Noweli  deane  of  Pawles,  manle  waies  encourage 
me  in  this  wearie  worke  (the  charges  were  fo  great,  and  the  lofle 
of  my  time  fo  much  grieued  me)  I  had  never  bene  able  alone  to 
haue  wreftled  againft  fo  manie  troubles,  but  long  ere  this  had 
deane  broken  offour  worke  begun,  and  caft  it  by  for  euer^ 
<  Now  therefore  (gentle  reader)  looke  not  to  iinde  in  this  booke 
euerie  thing  whatfoeuer  thou  wouldeft  feeke  for,  as  though  all 
things  were  here  fo  perfedl  that  nothing  lacked,  or  were  poffible 
to  be  added  hereunto.  But  if  thou  maieft  onelie  find  here  the 
moft  werdes  that  thou  needeft,  or  at  the  leaft  fo  manie  as  no  other 
di^onarie  yet  extant,  or  made  hath  the  Uke :  take  then  I  faie  in 
good  part  this  our  iimple  Jlmarie  in  the  meane  time,  and  gene  ' 
God  the  praife  that  firSt  moued  me  to  fet  my  pupils  on  worke 
thereabout,  and  fo  mercifullie  alfo  hath  firengthened  vs  (thus  as  14 
is)  at  length  (p  atohkue  and  finiih  the  fiunc.' 
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imthcmitical  part  by  Mr.  Gordon,  in  the  botanical 
by  the  famous  gardener  Philip  Miller,  and  in  the  ety- 
mological by  Mr.  Lediard,  a  profeflbr  of  the  moderrt 
languages,  it  was  publiflied  in  a  folio  fize.  The  laft. 
improvement  of  it  was  by  Dr.  Jofeph  NicoU  Scott, 
who,  of  a  diffenting  teacher  had  become  a  phyficiai^ 
and  a  writer  for  the  bookfellers. 

Johnfon,  who  before  this  time,  together  with  his 
wife,  had  lived  in  obfcurity,  lodging  at  different  houfes 
m  the  courts  and  alleys  in  and  about  the  Strand  and 
Fleet  ftreet,  had,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  this 
arduous  work,  and  being  near  the  printers  employed 
in  it,  taken  a  handfome  houfe  in  Gough  fquare,  and 
fitted  up  a  room  in  it  with  deiks  and  other  acconuno- 
dations  for  amanuenfes,  yrho,  to  the  number  of  five  or 
fix,  he  kept  conftantly  under  his  eye.  An  interleaved 
copy  of  Bailey's  didlionary  in  folio  he  made  the  repg- 
fitory  of  the  feveral  articles,  and  thefe  he  collected  by 
incefilant  reading  the  bed  authors  in  our  language, 
in  the  practice  whereof,  his  method  was  to  fcore  with 
a  black-lead  pencil  the  words  by  him  feledted,  and 
give  them  over  to  his  afllftants  to  infert  in  their  places. 
The  books  he  ufed  for  this  purpofe  were  what  he  had 
in  his  own  colledUon,  a  copious  but  a  miferably  ragged 
ene,  and  all  fuch  as  he  could  borrow ;  which  latter,  if 
ever  they  came  back  to  thofe  that  lent  them,  were  fo 
<fefaced  as  to  be  fcarce  worth  owning,  and  yet,  fome  of 
his  friends  were  glad  to  receive  and  entertain  them  as 
curiofities. 

It  fcems  that  Johnfon  had  made  a  confiderablc 
progrefs  in  his  work  when  he  was  informed,  that  the 
carl  of  Chdlerfield  had  heard  and  fpoken  favourably 
of  his  defign.  He  had  never  till  this  time  experi- 
enced 


Digitized  by 


Google 


176  Ttt  E    L  I  F  fe    O  ]? 

enced  the  patronage  of  any  other  than  bookfelicff^ 
and  though  he  had  but  an  indiftinft  idea  of  that  of* 
a  nobleman,  a  reputed  wit,  and  an  accompliihed 
courtier,  and  doubted  whether  he  was  to  rate  it 
among  the  happy  incidents  of  his  life,  it  might  mean  a 
liberal  prefent  or  an  handfome  penfion  to  encourage  him 
in  the  profecution  of  the  work ;  he  therefore  refolded 
not  to  rejeft  it  by  a  fupercilious  comparifon  of  his  own 
talents  with  thofe  of  his  lordfhip,  or  to  flight  a  favour 
which  he  was  not  able  to  eftimate.  Accordingly,  he 
in  the  year  1747,  drew  up  and  dedicated  to  lord 
Chefterfield,  then  a  fecretary  of  fbte,  a  plan  of  his 
diftionary,  the  manufcript  whereof  he  delivered  to  Mn 
Whitehead  the  late  laurcat,  who  undertook  to  cdnvcy 
it  to  his  lordfliip,  but  he  having  communicated  it  firft 
*to  another  pcrfon,  it  pafled  through  other  hands  be- 
fore it  reached  that  to  which  it  was  immediately  di^ 
rcfted :  the  refult  was  an  mvitation  from  lord  Chcfter- 
field  to  the  author* 

Never  could  there  be  a  ftronger  contraft  of 
charaaers  than  this  interview  produced:  a  fcholar 
and  a  courtier,  the  one  ignorant  of  the  forms  and 
modes  of  addrefs,  the  other,  to  an  afFefted  degree,  ac- 
compliihed in  both :  the  one  in  a  manly  and  fenten^ 
tious  ftile  direfting  his  difcourfe  to  a  weighty  fubjeft  ; 
the  other  dreading  to  incur  the  imputation  of  pedantry, 
and  by  the  interpofition  of  compliments  and  the  intro- 
duftion  of  new  topics  as  artfully  endeavouring  to  evade 
it.  The  acquaintance  thus  commenced  was  never  im- 
proved intd  fricndlhip.  What  his  lordfliip  thought 
of  Johnfonwemay  learn  from  his  letters  to  an  illegi- 
timate fon,  now  extant*.   Johnfon  was  fo  little  pleafcd 

*  Letter  220. 
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With  his  once  fuppdfcd  patroh,  that  he  forbore  not 
fc?cr  after  to  fpcak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  grcatcft 
contempt. 

How  far  johilf6n  was  right  in  his  opinion  of  this 
popular  nobleman^  or  whether  he  is  to  be  fulpefted  of 
having  refented  more  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  the 
coldnefs  of  his  reception,  or  the  difappomtment  of  his 
hopes,  will  bcft  appear  by  a  furvey  of  his  character, 
as  it  arifes  out  of  the  memoirs  of  his  life  prefixed  to 
his  mifcellaneous  works,  and  the  fentiments  and  prin- 
cipled which,  for  the  inftruftion  of  his  fon,  he,  in  a 
courfe  of  letters  to  him,  from  time  to  time  commu- 
nicated, and  with  the  utmoft:  folicitude  laboured  to 
inculcate  and  enforce. 

His  lordihip's  defcent  was  from  an  illuftrious, 
though  not  a  very  ancient  family.  Being,  as  himfelf 
relates,  rather  neglefted  by  his  father,  and  in  his  tender 
years  bereft  of  his  nx>ther,  the  care  of  his  education 
devolved  on  his  grandnvother,  the  marchionefs  of 
Halifax,  a  woman  of  exemplary  virtue  and  difcretion, 
who  fearing,  perhaps,  the  contagion  of  a  public  femi- 
nary,  kept  him  in  her  family,  and  with  the  beft  affif- 
tanceof  iAftruftors  that  fhe  could  procure,  conferred 
on  him  all  the  benefits  that  could  be  hoped  for  in  a 
courfe  of  domcftic  education. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  fent  to  Trinity  hall> 
Cambridge,  where,  as  he  informs  us,  he  had  a 
great  deal  of  bufinefs  00  his  hands>  for  he  fpent 
above  an  hour  every  day  in  ftudying  th^  civil  law,  and 
as  much  in  philofbphy,  and  attended  the  mathemati- 
cal leftures  of  the  blind  man  [protcflbr  Saundcffon] 
{0  that,  adds  he^  I  am  now  fully  employed.  But  ngt** 
•  Vol.  !•  N  withfhnding 
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withftanding  this  intenfc  application  to  his  ftudicSythis 
hopeful  young  nobleman  feems  to  have  brought  fronri 
the  univerfity  lefs  of  what  all  fuch  feminaries  profefi 
to  teach,  found  learning  and  good  nu)rals,  than  z 
hatred  of  that  pedantry  and  illiberality  of  manners, 
which,  throughout  his  writings,  he  reprobates  as  the 
inieparable  concomitant  of  all  academical  inflitutions* 

As  I  have  not  taken  upon  me  the  office  of  his  lord- 
ship's biographer,  I  ftiall  content  myfcif  with  mention- 
ing only  thofe  circumftances  of  his  life  and  condutft 
that  may  ferve  to  difplay  his  genuine  charafter,  and 
enable  the  world  to  determine  whether  it  was  fiicha  one 
as  a  wife  man  would  chufe  as  a  model  for  imitation^ 
Or  the  ftandard  by  which  he  would  form  his  own. 

After  about  two  years  ftay  at  the  univerfity,  lord 
Stanhope,  for  that  was  then  his  only  tide,  went  abroad 
to  travel,  and  at  that  enchanting  place  the  Hague, 
began  to  be  acquainted  with  the  world.  The  college 
juft>  which,  if  \fre  may  believe  his  panegyrift,  he  con- 
trafted  in  the  Univerfity  during  fo  long  a  refidencc 
there,  he  found  means  to  rub  off,  and  exchanged  for 
the  polifli  of  gaming,  which  rendered  him  the  dupe  of 
knaves  and  (harpers  almofl:  throughout  his  life,  and 
this  not  from  any  real  propenfity  to  this  pernicious 
vice,  arifing  either  from  avarice  or  the  exercife  of 
fhofe  mental  powers  that  make  it  a  delight  to  many, 
but  to  acquire,  what  throughout  his  life  he  feems  to 
haVe  above  all  things  been  defirous  of>  the  infipid  cha- 
racter of  a  man  of  falhion. 

jNature,  it  mufl:  be  owned,  had  endowed  him  with 
fiiie  parts,  and  thcfc  he  cultivated  with  all  the  induftry 
uiuallypraftiied  by  fuch  as  prefer  the  femblante  of 

what 
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what  is  really  fit,  juft,  lovdy,  honourable,  to  the  qua- 
lities themfelves ;  thus  he  had  eloquence  ^thout 
learning,  complaifance  without  friencUhip,  and  gal« 
laatry  without  love* 

Not  much  to  his  honour,  he,  in  the  year  17I5^ 
fuffcred  himlelf  to  be  chofcn  for  a  Cornifli  borough^ 
and  took  his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  at  an  age 
when  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  lingle  member,  b^^ 
the  (peaking  of  a  Very  few  words,  to  have  turned  him 
out  of  it.  Upon  a  hint  of  his  incapacity,  occalioned 
by  a  pert  fpeech  of  his  making,  he  had  the  prudence 
to  quit  the  houfe  and  retire  to  Paris,  glad  of  an  op- 
portunity of  finifhing  his  noviciate  in  a  city  that 
abounded  with  thofe  pleafures  and  amulements  that 
bell  fuit  with  a  mind  to  which  fhidy  and  the  rational 
cxercife  of  its  faculties  are  labour. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1726,  he  fucceeded 
to  his  title,  and  his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  peers.  His 
fpcechcs  in  that  aflembly,  which  were,  though  flimfy, 
florid,  gave  him,  as  that  fpecies  of  eloquence  will 
ever  do,  the  reputation  of  a  fine  orator;  and  in  this  he 
was  fo  confident,  that  he  has  not  fcrupled  to  confefs, 
that  he  has  fpoken  with  great,  applaufe,  as  on  the  .bill 
for  reforming  the  calendar,  on  fubjefts  that  he  under- 
ftood  not.  *  For  my  own  part,*  fays  he,  '  I  could  juft 
■  as  foonhave  talked  Celtic  or  Sclavonian  to  them  [the 

*  lords]  as  aftronomy,  and  they  would  have  underitood 
'  aie  full  as  well  s  fo  I  refolved  to  do  better  than  fpeak 

*  to  the  purpofe,  and  to  plcafe  inftcad  of  informing 

*  them ;'  and  for  this  he  gives  as  a  reafon,  what  per- 
haps will  be  found  to  be  a  true  one,  that  every  nu- 

f  Letters  to  his  fon>  namber  21$. 
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merous  aflfembly  is  a  mob,  and  ro  fuch  a  ohe^  reafoiS 
and  good  fenfe  are  never  tobfc  taUced* 

In  addition  to  his  charafter  of  an  oratcyr  and  a  ftatef- 
man,  he  was  emulous  of  that  of  a  poet,  his  preienfioni 
to  which  were  founded  on  fundry  little  compofitionjs  in 
Tcrfc  that  from  time  to  time  appeared  in  CDllcftions 
of  that  kind ;  clegaat  it  muft  be  confefled  -,  but  gene- 
rally immoral  and  oft  times  profane. 

lEs  diffimulation,  deep  and  refined  as  it  was,  did 
fiotJead  him  to  profefe  any  fincere  regard  to  virtue  or 
religion :  the  grofler  immoralities  he  afFefts  to  ipealt 
of  with  abhorrence;  but  luch  as  might  Be  praftifei 
without  thfe  lofs  of  health  and  reputation  hefcemed  to- 
think  there  was  no  law  againft.  He  was  therefore,  i£ 
fecret,  vain  in  his  amours,  and  though^  fetting  afidc 
his  mien^  his  perfon  had  litde  to  recommend  it,  for 
he  was  low  of  ftature,  had  coarfe  features^  and  a  ca-- 
daverous  complexion*,  his  confidence  in  the  prole- 
cution  of  them  was  ftfch  as  expofed  him  to  greater 
rifques  of  perfonal  fafcty  than  mofl:  men  would  chufc 
to  run ;  and  t)f  this  I  fhall  now  produce  aft  ia- 
ftance. 

Alady  of  high  quality,  and  a  relation  of  one  who  had 
the  ftory  from  her  own  mouth  and  told  irme,.  having 
been  married  fomc  few  years  but  never  having  brought 
her  lord  a  child,  was  furprifcd  one  morning  by  a  vifit 
from  lord  Chefterfield,whom  fhehad  frequently  ieca 
and  converfed  with  at  court.  After  the  ufual  compli- 

*  He  was  alfo  long-vifaged  itad  Iohg-neck«d^  but  from  the  (houl^ 
derstothewaifl  very  fliort^  which  a  wit  6iiee  obiemiig^»  (aid,  he 
was  a  giant  cut  down,  alluding  to  the  praAxce  of  eatting  down  ihips 
«f  war  to  render  diem-iBore  a£tixre» 
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spents  had  paiT^d^  his  lordihip  in  that  eafy  gay  flyle 
which  he  fo  ftrongly  recommends  to  his  fon,  gave  her 
to  underftand,  that  he  fliould  be  happy  to  form  fuch 
a  connexion  with  her  ladyfhip,  as  it  was  more  than 
probable  might  give  being  to  an  hrir  tP  the  honours 
and  pofTeflions  of  that  noble  family  into  which  fhe  had 
matched.  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  indignar 
tion  which  the  lady  felt  at  fuch  an  unexampled  inflance 
of  impudence  as  the  propofal  indicated.  She  roft 
from  her  chair,  and  with  all  the  dignity  of  infulted 
modefty,  commanded  this  well-bred  lover,  this  minion 
of  the  graces,  to  quit  her  houfe,  with  this  menace^ 
'  Thiflk  yourfelf  well  off,  my  lord,  th?t  for  this  affront 
'  I  do  not  order  my  fervants  to  pufli  you  headlong 
^'out  of  doors.* 

It  IS  a  refinement  in  modern  gallantry,  but  an  affront 
to  human  policy,  to  recognize  in  public,  by  the  un- 
qualified appellation  of  fon,  thofe  to  whom  the  laws  of 
moft  civilized  countries  deny  not  only  that  but  the 
privilege  of  heirs ;  yet  this  has  this  (lavic  to  forms  and 
uikges  done  in  aferies  of  letters  to  a  young  gentleman 
begotten  by  him  out  of  wedlock,  and  in  the  life-time 
of  one  to  whom  we  muft  fuppofe  he  once  tendered 
himfeif,  his  honours,  his  poffelTxons,  and  his  heart,  With 
a  folicitude  for  his  welfare,  commendable  it  muft  be 
faid  in  its  general  intention,  he  takes  on  himfeif  to 
mold  his  perfon,  to  form  his  manners,  and  to  furnilh 
his  mind.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  particulars  his  lordihip 
had  great  difficulties  to  encounter :  the  clay  he  had 
chofeii  to  work  upon  was  ftiff,  and  refifted  the  plaftic 
touch :  the  boy  was  encumbered  with  flefli,  and  na- 
ture h^d  fo  carelefsly  compafted  his  limbs  ais  fcarccly 
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to  leave  them  the  power  of  flexure.  In  a  word,  in  in- 
fancy he  was  (hapelefs,  and  in  youth  a  looby.  Ncvtf 
did  a  (he  -bear  with  more  anxious  afliduity  labour  to  lick 
her  cub  into  ihape  than  this  fond  parent  did  to  correft 
the  errors  of  nature  in  the  formation  of  this  his  darling: 
the  head>  the  (houlders  and  the  hands,  were,  by  turns, 
the  objefts  of  his  care ;  but  the  legs  and  feet  feem  to 
have  engaged  mod  of  his  attention :  thefe  upon  his 
being  lent  abroad,  were  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
dancing-mafter  at  Paris,  whofc  inftrudions  he  cfti- 
mates  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  precepts  of  Ariftotlc*. 
He  recommends  to  form  his  manners  les  agremens  et 
les  graces,t  les  manieres,  la  toumiire,  et  les  ufages  du 
beau  monde  { -,  and  is  perpetually  reminding  him  of 
that  t^te  maxim   *  Suaviter  in  modo,  fortiter   in 

The  beft  furniture  of  a  young  man*s  mind  arc  the 
precepts  of  religion  and  found  morality.  Not  a 
word  of  either  of  thefe  do  we  meet  with  in  two  quarto 
volumes  of  thofe  letters  which  I  am  now  citing,  but 
in  them  precepts  of  a  different  kind,  fuch  as  relpedt 
his  pleafures,  abound.  AflTuming  an  air  of  fapiencc^ 
which  was  not  very  natural  to  his  lordfliip,  he  remarks, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  world  the  qualifications  of  the 
cameleon  are  often  neceflary,  nay,  they  muft  be  car- 
ried a  little  farther,  and  exerted  a  little,  fooner ;  ^  for 
•  you  Ihould,'  adds  he,  '  to  a  certain  degree  take  the 
'  hue  of  either  the  man  or  woman  that  yoy  want  an4 
'  wifli  to  be  upon  terms  with.*  Fatherly  curiofity  then 
prompts  him  to  an  enquiry  into  certain  particulars^ 
which  thefe  his  own  words  will  go  near  to  explain  :— ^ 

♦  Letter  ? 1 5.    t  Lcttw  214.    t  Letter  217.    ||  Letter  2 1 3. 
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*  Apropos  :  have  you  yet  found  out  at  Paris  any 

*  friendly  and  hofpitable  Madame  dc  Lurfay,  qui  veut 

*  bicn-fc  charger  du  loin  de  vous  eduquer  ?  And  have 

*  you  had  any  occafion  of  rcprefenting  to  her,  qu'  elle 

*  fufbit  done  des  nceuds  ?     But  I  aflc  your  pardon, 
'  Sir,  for  the  abruptnefs  of  the  queftion,  and  acknow- 

*  ledge  that  I  am  meddling  with  matters  that  are  out 
'  of  my  department.    However,  in  matters  of  left 

*  importance  I  defire  to  be  de  vos  fecrets  le  fidele  dc- 

*  poiitaire.     Truft  me  with  the    general    turn  and 

*  colour  of  your  amufements  at  Paris.     Is  it  le  fraca* 

*  du  grand    monde,  comedies,  bals,  operas,    cour, 

*  &c.  ?  Or  is  it  des  petites  focietcs  moins  bruiantes 

*  mais  pas  pour  cela  moins  agreables  ?  Where  are  you 

*  the  moft  etabli  ?  Where  are  you  le  petit  Stanhope  ? 

*  Voycz  vous  encore  jour,  a  quelque  arrangement 

*  honnete?'  Letter  a  12. 

Farther  to  initiate  him  into  vice,  he  recommends 
to  him  the  *  turning  over  men  by  day  and  women 
'by  night,'  for  thus  it  pleafes  him  to  render  the  pre- 
cept^ Nofturna  vcrfate  manu  verfa:e  diurna  * ;  and 
with  matchlefs  effrontery  and  total  difregard  for  the 
perfonal  fafcty  of  him  whom  he  is  inflrufting,  advifeS 
him,  in  cffeft,  to  rifque  being  run  through  the  body, 
or  the  breaking  his  neck  out  of  a  bed-chamber  win- 
dow, by  commencing  an  intrigue  with  a  new-married 
and  virtuous  young  lady.  Hear  the  documents  of 
our  Metnor  to  this  purpofe :  *  Go,'  fays  he,  *  among  . 
^  women,  with  the  good  qualities  of  your  fex,  and  you  * 

*  will  acquire  from  them  the  ibftnefs  and  the  graces  of* 

*  chcirs.    Men  will  then  add  affeftion  to  the  cfteem. 

♦  Letter  217, 

N  4  *  which. 
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<  ivhich  they  before  had  for  you.-— Women  are  dip 
'  only  refiners  of  the  merit  of  men :  it  is  true  they 

*  cannot  add  weight  ji.  but  they  polifh  and  give 
'  luftre  to  it.  Apropos ;  I  am  aflured  diat  Madaa  e 
^  de  Blot)  although  Ihe  has  no  great  regularity  of 

*  features,  is  notwithftanding,  exceffivcly  pretty,  and 
'  that  for  all  that^  fhe  has  as  yet  been  fcrupuloufly 
^  conftant  tp  her  huA>and^  though  (he  has  now  been 

*  married  above  a  year.     Surdy  flie  does  not  refleft 

*  that  woman  wants  polifhing.  I  would  have  you 
*.  poliih  one  another  reciprocally.  Afliduities,  at-^ 
^  tentions,  tender  looks,  and  pafllonate.  declarationsi 
^  on  your  fide,  will  produce  fome  irrefplute  wifhes  at 

*  leaft  on  hers,  and  when  even  the  flighteft  wilhesi 
^  arife,  the  reft  will  foon  follow  */ 

Finally,  to  attain  thefe  and  theoth^  ends  which  hi^ 
lordihip  points  put  as  the  objefts  of  his  foji*s  purfuit^ 
he  inculcate^  in  the  ftrongcft  terms  the  practice  of 
thofe  arts  of  crooked  cunning,,  which,  as  lord  Bacoi^ 
has  remarked)  oftner  defeat  than  cfFcdt  their  purpoibj^ 
and  together  with  thefc,  the  general  exercife  of  that 
diflimuladon  which  was  one  of  the  moil  prominent 
features  in  his  own  cbaraj6ten 

The  letters  from  lord  Chcfterfield  to  his  fon  are  two 
hundred  -«nd  eighty-five  in  number.  The  precepts, 
contaii^  in  them  are  mulafarious^p  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  they  haye  not  only  hjxn  adopted  by  many 
ignoraqit  .parents  and  indifcre^t  tutors,  but  that  they 
have  gready  tended  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
rifing  generation.  As  a^n  antidote  to  the  poifoi^ 
which  they  muft  be  fuppofi^d  to  haye  difilifed,  I  fhaU 

•  Letter  a  1 8. 
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bere  iitfert  a  letter  of  moral  inftrudion  from  one  of 
the  wifeft  and  greateft  men  that  thU  nation  ever  had 
to  boaft  pf^  to  hi9  fon,  and  l^ve  the  reader  to  make 
the  comparifon  between  it  aod  thde  of  the  poblemaq 
of  whom  I  am  nowfpeakiAg*  It  is  from  Sir  Henry 
Sydney  to  his  fon  Philips  afterwards  the  famous  3ip 
Philipt  who,  when  arriv^  at  the  age  of  manhood, 
eombining  the  qualities  of  a  Ibldier ^  a  fcholar^  a  peet^ 
and  a  courtier,  was  eonfdTedly  one  of  the  moft  ac^ 
compliihed  gentlemen  in  Europe, 

•  I  have  received  two  letters  fix^m  you,  one  written 
'  .in  Lfatin,  the  other  in  French,  which  I  take  in 
^  good  part^  and  will  you  to  exercile  that  praftice  of 
^  learning  often,  for  that  will  (land  you  in  moft  ftead 
^  k  tharprofeffion  of  life  that  you  are  bom  to  live  in. 
^  And  fince  this  is  my  firft  letter  that  ever  I  did  write 
'  to  yoU|  I  will  not  that  it  be  all  empty  of  fome  ad« 
^  vices,  which  my  natural  care  of  you  provoketh  me 
^  to  wilh  you  to  follow,  as  documents  to  you  in  this 
^  your  tender  age.  L4et  your  firft  dftion  be  the 
^lifting  up  of  your  mind  to  Almighty  God  by  hear* 

*  ty  prayer,    and  feelingly  digeft  the  .words  you 

*  fpcsk  in  prayer  with  continual  meditation  and  think- 

*  ing  of  him  to  whom  you  pray,  and  of  the  matter 
^  for  which  you  pray,  and  ufe  this  as  an  ordinary,  at, 

*  and  at  an  ordinary  hour,  whereby  the  time  itfelf 
^  will  put  you  in  remembrance  to  do  that  which  you 
^'  are  accuftomed  to  do.  In  that  time  apply  your 
«  ftudy  to  fuch  hours  as  your  difcreet  matter  doth 
^  allign  you,  earaeftly,  and  the  time  I  know  he  will 
f .  fb  limit  as  fhall  be  both  fufficient  for  your  learning, 
f  and  iafe  for  your  health:  and  mark  the  fenfe  and 

^  the 
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^  the  matter  of  that  you  read^  as  well  as  the  words  i 

*  fo  ihall  you  both  enrich  your  tongue  with  words, 
^  and  your  wit  with  matter^  and  judgnnent  will  grow 
^  as  years  grow  in  you*  Be  humble  and  obedient 
«  to  your  matter  %  for  unlefs  you  frame  yourfelf  to 

*  obey  others^  yea  and  feel  in  yourfelf  what  obedi- 

*  ence  is^  you  (hall  never  be  able  to  teach  others  how 
^  to  obey  you.    Be  courteous  of  gefture,  and  afiable 

*  to  all  men,  withdiverfity  of  reverence  according  to 

*  the  dignity  of  the  perfon :  there  is  nothing  that 
^  winneth  fo  much  with  fo  little  coft.    Ufe  moderate 

*  diet,  fo  as  after  your  meat  you  may  find  your  wit 

*  freftxer  and  not  duller,  and  your  body  more  lively 
^  and  not  more  heavy.    Seldom  drink  wine,  and  yet 

*  ibmetime  do,  left  being  inforced  to  drink  upon  the 

*  fudden  you  Ihould  find  yourfelf  inflamed.  Ufe  ex- 
^  crcifeof  body,  but  fuch  as  is  without  peril  of  your 

*  joints  or  bones :  it  will  increafe  your  force  and  cn- 
^  large  your  breath.  Delight  to.  be  cleanly  as  well  in 
^  all  parts  of  your  body  as  in  your  garments :  it  fhall 

*  make  you  grateful  in  each  company,  and  otherwife 
'  loathlbme.    Give  yourfelf  to  be  merry  j  for  you 

*  degenerate  from  your  father  if  you  find  not  yourfelf 
'  moil  able  in  wit  and  body  to  do  any  thing  when  you 

*  be  moft  merry  ;  but  let  your  mirth  be  ever  void  of 
^  all  fcurrility  and  biting  words  to  any  man,  for  a 
'  wound  given  by  a  word  is  oftentimes  harder  to  be 
^  cured  than  that  which  is  given  with  the  fword.    Be 

*  you  rather  a  hearer  and  bearer  away  of  other  mens^ 

*  talk  dian  a  be^nner  or  procurer  of  ipeeqh,  otherwife 
'  you  (hall  be  counted  to  delight  to  hear  yourfelf 

*  fpcak.   If  you  hear  a  wife  fcntcncc  or  an  apt  phrafe, 

*  commit 
*  If 
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commit  it  to  your  memory,  with  refpcft  of  the  cir- 
oimftances  when  you  Ihall  ipeak  it.  Let  never 
oath  be  heard  to  come  out  of  your  mouth  nor  word 
of  ribaldry:  deteft  it  in  others  j  fo  ihall  cuftom 
make^to  yourfelf  a  law  againft  it  in  yourfelf.  Be 
niodeft  in  each  aflembly,  and  rather  be  rebuked  of 
light  fellows  for  m^denlike  fhamefacednefs,  than  of 
your  fad  friends  for  pert  boldnefs.  Think  upon 
every  word  that  you  will  fpeak  before  you  utter  it^ 
and  remember  how  nature  hath  rampired  up  (as  it 
were)  the  tongue  with  teeth,  lips,  yea  and  hair 
without  the  lips,  and  all  betokening  reins  or  bridles 
for  the  k)de  ufe  of  that  member.  Above  all  things 
tell  no  untruth,  no  not  in  trifles.  Thecuftom  of  it 
is  naught,  and  let  it  not  fatisfy  you  that  for  a  time 
the  hearers  take  it  for  a  truth,  for  after  it  will  be 
known  as  it  is,  to  your  (hame,  for  there  cannot  be  a 
^ater  reproach  to  a  gentleman  than  to  be  account- 
ed a  liar.  Study  and  endeavour  yourfelf  to  be  vir* 
tuoufly  occupied ;  fb  ihall  you  make  fuch  an  habk 
of  well*doing  in  you  that  you  ihall  not  know  how 
to  do  evil,  though  you  would.  Remember,  my  ion, 
the  noble  blood  you  are  defcended  of  by  your  mo^ 
ther's  iide,  and  think  that  only  by  virtuous  life  and 
good  a£tion  you  may  be  an  ornament  to  that  illuf*- 
trious  family,  and  otherwife,  through  vice  and  flotk 
you  ihall  be  counted  labes  generis,   one   of  the 

greateil   curfes    that    can    happen   to  man. 

Well  (my  little  Philip)  this  is  enough  for  me,  and 
too  much  I  fear  for  you  :  but  if  I  (hall  find  that 
this  light  meal  of  digeftion  nourifh  any  thing  the 
weak  ilomach  of  your  young  capacity,  I  will. 
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'  asl  find  the  fame  grow  ftronger,  feed  it  with  tougher 
'  food, 

'  Your  loving  father,  fo  long  a^ 
^  you  live  in  the  fear  of  God, 

'  H.  Sydney.'* 

The  hopeful  documents  contained  in  this  inftitute 
of  politenefs,  lord  Chefterfield*s  letters  to  his  fon, 
failed  in  a  great  meafure  of  their  end.  His  lordfhip's 
intereft  with  the  miniftry,  founded  on  a  feat  in  par- 
liament, which,  though  a  great  declaimer  againft 
corruption?  he  bought  as  he  would  have  done  a  horfe, 
procured  him  the  appointment  of  an  envoy-extraor- 
dinary to  the  court  of  Drefden.  We  find  not  that  the 
young  m^  had  s^y  female  attachments,  but  that  on 
the  contrary  he  had  more  grace  than  his  fether.  He 
married  a  woman,  who  becoming  a  widow,  and  pro* 
voked  by  real  or  imaginary  ill  treatment  of  lord  Chcf- 
terfield,  publiftied  thofe  letters,  which,  had  he  been 
living,  he  would  have  given  almoft  any  thing  to  have 
iupprefled,  as  they  fhew  him  tQ  have  been  a  man 
devoted  to  pleafu|-e,  and  aftuated  by  vanity,  without 
religiousj  moral,  or  political  principles,  a  fmatterer 
in  learning,  and  in  manners  a  coxcomb. 

Such  was  the  pcrfon  whom  Johnfen  in  the  fimplicity 
of  his  heart  choie  for  a  patron,  and  was  betrayed  to  cc-f 
lebrate  as  the  Mecasnas  of  the  age  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
opinion  he  had  conceived  of  his  (kill  in  literature,  his 
love  of  eloquence,  and  his  zeal  for  the  intereft?  of  learn- 
ing, that  he  approached  him  with  the  utmoft  rclpeft, 
and  that  he  might  not  err  in  his  manner  of  exprefling 

9  Sydney  papers,  vol.  i.page  8, 
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k,  the  ftile  and  l^guage  of  that  addrefs  which  his 
plan  mcludes  are  little  lefs  than  adulatory.  With  a 
view  farther  to  fecure  his  patronage,  he  i^^aited  on 
him  in  pcrfon,  and  was  honoured  by  him  with  con- 
rerfations  on  the  fubjeA  of  literature,  in  which  he 
found  him  fo  deficient  as  gave  him  occafion  to  repent 
the  choice  he  had  made,  and  to  fay,  that  the  labour  he 
had  beftowed  in  his  addrefs  to  lord  Chefterfield  refem- 
bled  that  of  gilding  a  rotten  poll,  that  he  was  a  wit 
among  lords  and  a  lord  among  wits,  and  diat  his 
accbmplifhments  were  only  thofe  of  a  dancing- 
mafter. 

It  is  pretty  well  underftood  that,  as  Johnfon  had 
chbfen  this  nobleman  for  his  patron,  he  meant  to  have 
dedicated  to  hini  his  work,  and  he  might  poffibly  have 
done  lb,  eVen  after  he  had  difcoVered  that  he  was  un- 
worthy of  that  honour;  but  the  earl's  behaviour  in  a 
particular  inftahce  prevented  him.  Johnfon  one  daf 
made  him  a  morning  vifit,  and  being  adinitted  into  an 
anti-chamber,  was  told,  that  his  lordfhip  was  engaged 
with  a  gentleman^  but  would  fee  him  as  foon  as  the 
gentleman  went.  It  was  not  till  after  an  how's  wait- 
ing that  Johnfon  dilcovered  that  this  gentleman  was 
Collcy  Cibber,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  he 
ruflicd  out  of  the  houfe  with  a  refolution  never  to  enter 
it  more. 

What  infipreflion  Johnfon's  viflts  made  upon  his 
lordfhip,  ^e  are  told  by  the  latter  in  a  charafter  of  hinn 
which,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  the  one  as  the  other, 
X  WiQx  to  be  held  forth  to  the  public.  Speaking,  as 
his  lordfhip  is  ever  doing,  to  his  fon  of  the  engaging 
manners,  the  pleating  attentions,  the.graces,  with  the 
reft  of  that  nonfenfe  wh^ch  was  ever  floating  in  his 
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mindj  he  thus  delineates  the  perfon,  who,  in  language 
the  rnofl:  nervous  and  ekgant  had  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der  him  refpe£lable  in  the  republic  of  letters^  and  in 
that  particular  to  do  for  him  what  he  was  never  able  to 
doforhimielf.    *  There  is  a  man  whofe  moral  cha- 

*  rafter,  deep  learning,  and  luperior  parts,  I  acknow- 

*  ledge,  admire,  and  refpeft;  but  whom  it  is  lb  impofli^ 

*  ble  for  me  to  love,  that  I  am  almoft  in  a  fever  when- 

*  ever  I  am  in  his  company.    His  figure  (without 

*  being  deformed)  feems  made  to  difgrace  or  ridicule 
'  the  common  ftrufture  of  the  human  body.  His  legs 
'  and  arms  are  never  in  the  pofition  which,  according 
'  to  the  fituation  of  his  body,  they  ought  to  be  in,  but 

*  conftantly  employed  in  committijig  a£b  of  hoilility 

*  upon  the  graces.  He  throws  an/  where,  but  down 
'  his  throat,  whatever  he  means  to  drink,  and  only 
^  mangles  what  he  means  to  carve.    Inattentive  to  all 

*  the  regards  of  focial  life,  he  mif-timcs  and  mif-places 

*  everything.    He  diiputeswith  heat,  and  indifcri- 

*  minately,  mindlefs  of  the  rank,  charadtcr,  and  (itua-- 

*  tion  of  them  with  whom  he  difputes :  abfolutcly 

*  ignorant  of  the  feveral  gradations  of  familiarity  and 

*  rcfpcft^  he  is  exaftly  the  fame  to  his  fuperiors,  his 

*  equals,  and  his  inferiors  5  and  therefore,  by  a  ne- 
'  ceiTary  confequence,  abfurd  to  two  of  the  three.     Is 

*  it  polTible  to  love  fuch  a  man  ?  No.  The  utmofl: 
'  I  can  do  for  him,  is,  to  confider  him  as  a  reipeftablo 

*  Hottentot*.'  Had  Socrates  been  living,  and  not 
learned,  as  we  are  told  he  did  in  his  old  age,  to 
dance,  lord  Cheftcrfield  had  palTed  the  fame  cenfurc 
on  him. 

Johnfon  was,  by  this  time,  able  to  determine  on  4 
(kd:  which^  in  his  addrefs  to  this  nobleman,  he  ex* 
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prefles  a  doiibt  of,  viz.  whether  the  unexpeded  diftinc* 
don  his  lordfhip  had  ihewn  him>  was  to  be  rated  among 
the  happy  incidents  of  his  life :  he  was  now  convinced 
that  it  was  not,  and  that,  far  from  every  thing  like  en- 
couragement or  aSiftance,  or  what  elfe  is  included  in 
the  idea  of  patronage,  his  lordihip's  approbation  of 
his  plan  was  to  be  the  only  recompence  for  the  labour 
of  drawing  it  out  and  reducing  it  to  form.  Befides  de- 
claring, whenever  occafion  required  it,  his  miftake  in 
fuppofing  that  lord  Chefterfield  was  either  a  judge  of 
or  a  friend  to  literature,  he  expreffed  in  a  letter  to 
his  lordfhip  himfelf  his  refentment  of  the  affront  he 
had  received  at  his  laft  vifit,  and  concluded  it  with  a 
formal  renundation  for  ever  of  his  lordfliip's  pa^ 
tionage. 

If  Johnfon  had  reEefted  a  moment  on  the  little 
effcft  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  letter  in  which  he  pro- 
fcffcd  to  rejeft  that  which  he  could  not  retain,  he  would 
never  have  wrote  it.  Thofc  evils  which  cannot  be  remc^ 
died  muft  be  borne  with  patience,  and  to  refcnt  injuries 

when  we  cannot  enforce  redrefs,  is  to  give  our  adveriariea 
an  occafion  of  triumph :  lord  Chefterfield  knew  this, 
and  made  no  reply :  when  the  dictionary  was  com- 
pleted and  about  to  be  publilhed,  he  wrote  two 
cflays  in  a  periodical  paper,  intitled  '  The  World,* 
that  contain  fome  forced  compliments  of  the  author, 
which  being  mentioned  to  Johnfon  he  rejeacd  widi 
fcorn. 

Further  to  appeafe  him,  his  lordfhip.  fent  two  per^ 
ions,  the  one  a  fpccious  but  empty  man.  Sir  Thomas 
Kobinfon,  more  diftinguilhed  by  the  tallnefs  of  his 
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peribn  tkan  for  any  cftitftabk  qualities  ♦  5  Ac  othrf  aH 
eminent  painter  now  lining.  Thefe  were  inftruAed  to 
Apologize  for  his- k>rdihip*s  treatment  of  hittif  and  do 
make  him  tenders  of  his  future  friendlhip  and  patro^ 
iiage.  Sir  Thomas^  whofe  talent  was  flattery^  was 
profui^  in  his  conunendations  of  Johnfon  and  his 
WridngS)  and  declared  that  were  his  circumftances 
oAer  than  they  were,  himfelf  would  fettle  five  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  on  him.  ^  And  who  are  you/  alkcd 
Johnfon,  'that  talk  thus  liberally?*  'I  am/  faiddic 
tKhtTy  *  Sir  Thomas  Uobinfon,  a  Yorklhire  baronet/ 
«  Sir/  replied  Johnfon,  *  if  the  firft  peer  of  the  realm 

•  wert  to  make  me  fuch  an  offer,  I  would  fhew  him 

*  die  way  down  ftairs.' 

No  one  will  commend  this  manner  of  de- 
clining an  intentiomd  kindne&,  even  where 
die  fifticerity  of  the  intendon  might  be  doubtful^ 
but  die  rejeding  it  with  a  menace  was  both  un- 
nccdttary  and  infoknt.    The  pride  of  independence 

*  TliSB  ftt6m  wllo  11  ftowflt  rdft  in  Weftminiler-abbex,  was, 
wlion  living,  difUagaiihed  by  the  niune  of  long  Sir  llomas  Ro^ 
binfon.  He  was  a  man  of  the  woildor  rather  of  ihe  town,  aiid  a 
great  peft  to  perfons  of  high  rank  or  in  office.  He  was  vory 
treublefqjme  to  the  late  diike  of  NewcaiQe,  and  when  in  his  vifics 
to  ham  lie  was  told  that  his  Graoe  was  gone  oat,  would  deiire  to 
be  admitted  to  look  at  the  ck>du  or  to  play  with  a  monkey  that 
was  kept  in  the  hall,  in  hcpts  of  being  fent  for  in  to  the  diikew 
This  he  had  fo  frequently  done,  that  all  in  the  houfe  were  tired  of 
him.  At  length  it  was  concerted  among  the  fervants  that  her 
fiiould  receive  a  fummary  anfwer  to  his  nfual  queftions,  and  ac* 
^•rdini^y  at  his  next  comiiig,  the  porter  as  foon  as  he  had  open* 
cd  the  gale  and  withbut  waiting  for  what  he  had  to  bjt  diijniiled 
iiim  \^th  thefe  words,  <  Sir,  his  Grace  is  gone  out»  the  clock  ftaods^ 
and  the-monkey  is  dead.' 

was^ 
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was  moft  ftrong  in  Johnfon  at  thofe  periods  of  his 
life  when  his  wants  were  greateft,  and  though  at 
other  times  he  would  fubjeft  hjmfelf  to  great  obliga-v 
dons,  he  was  uniform,  except  only  in  one  inftance,  in 
an  opinion  that  an  offer  of  pecuniary  afliftance  was 
an  infult,  and  not  feldom  rejefted  it  with  fuch  indig- 
nation, that  were  I  to  chara6terife  it  more  particularly, 
I  Ihould  do  it  by  an  allufion  to  the  following  apologue : 
A  gardener's  dog  had  fallen  into  a  well  and  was.iwia- 
ble  to  get  out :  his  matter  palling  by,  and  feeing  his 
diftrefs,  put  down  his  arm  to  fave  him :  the  dog  bit 
.his  hand,  and  the  gardener  left  him  to  drown. 

The  uneafinefs  which  Johnfon  felt,  at  the  time  when 
he  wrote  the  above-mentioned  letter,  gave  Vay  to  a 
call  of  his  friend  Garriek,  who  in  the  fame  year, 
1747,  was,  by  a  feries  of  occurrences,  become  maf- 
ter  of  Drury-lane  theatre.  I  was  never  much  con- 
.verfant.with  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  and  therefore  can 
^ve  but  a  flight  account  of  an  event,  which,  at  that 
time,  interefted  many,  and  was  deemed  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  Mr.  Fleetwood's  extravagance  had  re- 
duced him  to  the  neceffity  of  feeking  out  for  fome  one 
or  more  perfons  to  whom,  for  an  adequate  confidera- 
tion,  he  might  relinquilh  his  intereft  in  the  patent. 
At  that  time  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lacy  had 
attraftcd  the  notice  of  the  town  by  a  competition 
with  orator  Henley,  which  he  began  at  the  great 
room  in  York  buildings,  with  a  fatirical  difcourfe 
of  great  licence,  which  he  advertifcd  by  the 
name  of  Peter's  vifitation.  The  liberties  he  had 
taken  with  the  clergy  and  the  principal  officers 
of     ftatC'  in  this    ludicrous    difcourfe    gave    great 
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bffcnce :  he  was  feized,  dealt  with  as  a  vagrant,  and; 
in  (hdrt,  filenced.  This  man  had  lived  among  play* 
crs,  and  was  fuppofed  to  underftand  ftage-manage- 
mcnt,  and  Had  fome.  friends.  Mr.  Garrick  had  many, 
and  thofe  opulent  men :  three  of  them,  Mr.  Draper 
the  partner  of  Mr.  Tonfon  the  bookfeller,  Mr.  Clut- 
terbuck  a  mercer,  and  Mr.  Samu'el  Sharpe  one  of  th« 
furgcons  of  Guy's  hofpital,  negociated  a  partncrlhip 
between  thofe  twoperfons,  and  by  purchafing  of  them 
and  affifting  them  to  difpofe  of  what  are  called  renters* 
fhares,  enabled  them  to  buy  out  Fleetwood,  and  before 
the  commencenient  of  the  afting  feafon,  they  were  be- 
come joint-patentees  of  the  theatre  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Garrick's  province  in  the  management  was  to 
appoint  the  plays  and  to  caft  the  parts  j  Lacy's  was  to 
fuperintend  the  workmen  and  fervants,  to  order  the 
fccnery,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  artifts,  to  adjuft 
the  ornaments  and  decorations.  It  was  their  refo- 
lution  to  banifli  from  their  ft^e,  pantomimes  and  all 
grotefque  reprefcntations,  and  to  exhibit  fuch  only  as 
a  rational  and  judicious  audience  might  be  fuppofed 
inclined  to  approve. 

To  notify  this  their  intention  to  the  town,  it  feemed 
to  them  that  a  prologue  was  neceffary :  Johnfon  was 
icafily  prevailed  upon  by  Mr.  Garrick  to  write  one, 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  theatre  in  1747,  it  was  fpo- 
ken  by  the  latter  in  a  manner  that  did  equal  honour 
to  the  author  and  himfelf. 

Prologues  are  addrefles  from  the  ftage  to  the  people, 
and  either  rcfpedt  merely  the  drama  that  is  to  foll6\^. 
Of  are  of  more  general  import  felting  forth  to 
the  audience  the  views  and  defigns  of  managers, 
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riicir  anxiety  to  plcafe,  and  the  methods  by  which  they 
hope  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  public  :  thefe  latter 
are  for  the  mod  part  occafional^  and  adapted  to  fuq}^ 
circumftances  as  the  opening  a  new  theatre,  a  change 
of  management,  or  any  other  of  thofe  great  theatric4 
revolutions  in  which  the  players  afFeft  to  think  all  me* 
as  much  interefted  as  themfelves.  In  the  ^dcireflc^ 
of  this  kind  the  powers  of  wit  feem  to  have  bceg 
nearly  exhaufted :  fometimes  the  audience  has  bee^ 
pajoled,  at  others,  betrayed  into  good  hunwur  -,  and 
by  the  help  of  allegory,  the  ftage  has  been  made  zq 
rcfemble  every  thing  unlike  it.  One  poet  feigns  that 
the  town  is  a  fea,  the  playhoufe  a  fhip,  the  man^r 
the  captain,  the  players  failors,  and  the  orangc-girfe 
powder-monkies  j  and  Mr.  Garrick,  in  one  of  his 
prologues,  would'  make  his  audience  believe,  that  his 
theatre  i»  a  tavern,  himfelf  the  mailer,  the  playex^ 
waiters,  and  his  entertainment  wines  fuited  to  aH 
palates :  one  of  his  liquors,  in  particular,  he  ftrongly 
recommends,  and  calls  Shakefpeare,  which  that  hc 
may  be  conftantly  able  to  fupply,  he  fays  it  is 

'  '  '     '  his  wifh,  his  plan, 

*  To  lofe  no  drop  of  that  immortal  man.'  ♦ 

And,  to  be  more  particular,  that 

* ^ to  delight  ye,  ' 

'  Bardolph  is  gin,  and  Piftol  aqua-vitas/  f 

Johnfon's  prologue  is  of  a  yery  different  caft. .  It 
h  a  fobcr,  rational,  and  manly  appeal  tQ  |Jxe  good 

•  Prologue  to  the  Winter's  Talc  and  Catherine  and  Pctnichi^t 
tibid, 

Oa  *     fenfc 
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fenfe  and  candour  of  the  audience,  and  contains  a 
brief  hiftory  of  theatric  reprefcntations  from  the  time 
of  Shakefpeare  and  Jonfon  to  their  decline,  when,  as  he 
fays,  the  writers  of  pantomime  and  fbng  had  confirmed 
the  iway  of  folly.  It  ftates  the  hardfhips  which  thofe 
lye  under,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  furnifh  entertainment 
for  the  public,  in  being  obliged  to  watch  the  wild  viciP- 
litudes  of  tafte,  and  exhorts  the  hearers  to  patronize 
virtue  and  reviving  fcnfe. 

To  juftify  the  above  charafter  of  this  nervous  com- 
pofition  I  here  infert  it : 

*  When  Learning's  triumph  o'er  her  barb'rous  foes 

*  Firft  rear'd  the  ftage,  immortal  Shakefpeare  rofe  s 

*  Each  change  of  many-colour'd  life  he  drew, 

*  Exhaxifted  worlds,  and  then  imagined  new : 

*  Exiftence  faw  him  ipurn  her  bounded  reign, 

*  And  panting  Time  toil'd  after  him  in  vain. 

*  His  powerful  flrokcs  prefiding  Truth  imprefs'dj 
/  And  unrefifted  Paflion  ftorm'd  the  breafl. 

*  Then  Jonfon  came,  infbufted/romthe  fchool 

*  To  pleafe  in  method,  and  invent  by  rule  1 
^  His  fhidious  patience,  and  laborious  art, 

*  By  regular  approach,  efTay'd  the  heart : 

*  Cold  approbation  gave  the  lingering  bays ; 

*  For  tliofe  who  dyrft  not  cenfurc,  fcarce  could  praife. 

*  A  mortal  bom,  he  met  the  general  doom, 

\  But  left,  like  Egypt's  kings,  a  lafling  tomb, 

*  The  wits  of  Charles  found  eafier  ways  to  fame, 

^  Nor  wifh'd  for  Jonfon's  art,  or  Shakefpeare's  flame. 
•.Thcmfclves  they  ftudicd ;  as  they  felt,  ithcy  writ : 

*  Intrigue  was  plot,  obfccnity  was  wit. 
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*  Vice  always  found  a  fympathctic  friend ; 

*  They  pleas'd  their  age,  and  did  not  aim  to  mend  :  ^ 

*  Yet  bards  like  thefc  afpir'd  to  lafting  praiie^. 

*  And  proudly  hop'd  to  pimp  in  future  days. 

*  Their  caufe  was  general,  Aeir  fupports  were  ftrong; 
^  Their  (laves  were  willing,  and  their  reign  was  long  ;* 

*  Till  Shame  regained  the  poft  that  Senfe  betray'd,    ' 

*  And  Virtue  call'd  Oblivioa  to  her  aid. 

*  Then  crufh'd  by  rules,  and  weakened  as  refined, ,  ' 

*  For  years  the  pow'r  of  tragedy  declined  j 

*  From  bard  to  bard  the  frigid  caution  crept, 

*  Till  declamation  roar'd,  whilft  paffion  flept ;    . 

*  Yet  ftill  did  Virtue  deign  the  ftage  to  tread, 

*  Philofophy  remained,  though  Nature  fled. ' 

*  But  forc'd,  at  length,  her  ancient  reign  to  quit, 

*  She  faw  great  Faufhis  lay  the  ghoft  of  wit  ^ 

*  Fxulting  Folly  hail'd  the  joyous  day, 

*And  Pantominie  and  Song  confirmed  her  (way. 

*  But  who  the  coming  changes  can  prefagc, 

*  And  mark  the  future  periods  of  the  ftage  ? 
'  Perhaps,  if  fkill  could  diftant  times  explore, 

*  New  Behns,  new  Durfeys,  yet  remain  in  ftore ; 

*  Perhaps,  where  Lear  has  rav'd,  and  Hamlet  dy'd,   . 

*  On  flying  cars  newforcerers  may  ride ; 

'  Perhaps  (for  who  can  guefs  the  cfFefts  of  chance  ?) 
^  Here  Hunt  may  box,  or  Mahomet  *  may  dance. 

*  Hard  is  his  lot  that  here  by  fortune  plac'd, 
'  Muft  watch  the  wild  viciflitudes  of  Tafte  j 

*  With  every  meteor  of  Caprice  muft  play, 

*  And  chace  the  new-blown  bubbles  of  the  day, 

*  A  rope-dancer,  a  real  or  pretended  Turk,  that  exhibited  qa 
Covent-garden  ftage  a  winter  or  two  before* 
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*  Ah  !  let  not  cenfure  term  our  fate  our  choice^ 

*  The  ftage  but  echoes  back  the  public  voice  5 

*  The  drama's  laws  the  drama's  patrons  give> 

*  For  we  that  live  taplcafc,  muft  plcafe  to  livci, 

;  *  Then  prompt  no  more  the  follies  you  decry, 
'As  tyrants  doom  their  tools  of  guilt  to  die ; 
'  'Tis  your*s,  this  night,  to  bid  the  reign  commence   ' 

*  Of  refcu'd  Nature,  and  reviving  Senfe ; 

'  To  chace  xh6  charms  of  found,  the  pomp  of  flio\^, 
'  For  ufeful  mirth  and  falutary  woe ; 
'  Bid  fcenu:  Virtue  form  the  rifing  age, 

*  And  Truth  difFufe  her  radiance  from  the  ftage/ 

This  mafterly  and  fpiritcd  addrefs  failed  in  a  great 
meafufe  of  its  efFcfl: ;  the  town,  it  is  true,  fubmitted 
to  the  revival  of  Shakefpeare's  plays,  recommended  as 
they  were  by  the  exquifite  afting  of  Mr.  Garrick ;  but 
in  a  few  winters  they  difcovcred  an  impatience  for 
pantojnimes  and  ballad-farces,  and  were  indulged 
with  them.  From  that  time  Mr,  Garrick  gave  up  the 
hope  of  correfting  the  public  tafte,  and  at  length  be- 
came fo  indiffJerent  about  it,  that  he  once  told  me, 
th^t  if  the  town  required  him  to  exhibit  the  *  Pilgrim's 
Progrefs'  in  a  drama,  he  would  do  it. 

(Two  years  after,  the  management  of  Drury-lanc 
theatre  being  in  the  hands  of  his  friends,  Johnfon  be- 
thought himfelf  of  bringing  his  tragedy  on  the  ftage. 
It  was  not  only  a  juvenile  compolition,  but  was  writteh 
before  he  had  become  converlant  with  Shakefpeare, 
indeed  before  he  had  ever  read  Othello,  and  having 
now,  for  more  than  ten  years,  lain  by  him,  in  which 
time  his  judgment  had  been  growing  to  maturity,' he 
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fet  himfelf  to  revife  and  polifh  it,  taking  tJCy  his  aflif-^ 
taBce  Mr.  Garrick,  whofe  experience  of  flsage  decorum, 
and  the  mechanic  operation  of  incidents  and  fi?ntiment» 
on  the  judgment  and  paflions  of  an  audience,  was,  by 
long  attention,  become  Very  great.  With  thefe  ad-- 
vantages  and  all  thofc  others  which  Mr.  Garrick'* 
zeal  prompted  him  to  fupply,  fuch  as  magnificent 
fccncry,  fplendid  and  well-chofen  dreffes,  and  a  diftri^ 
bution  of  the  principal  parts,  himfelf  taking  a  very 
aftive  one,  to  the  beft  performers  then  living,  namely, 
Barry,  Mrs.  Gibber  and  Mrs.  Pritchard ;  it  was,  in 
the  winter  of  the  year  I749>  prefentedto  a  polite,  ^ 
numerous,  and  an  unprejudiced  audience.  Neyer 
was  there  fuch  a  difplay  of  eaftcrn  magnificence  as  this 
fpeftacle  exhibited,  nor  ever  were  fine  moral  fenti-^ 
ments  more  ftrongly  enforced  by  corred  and  encr* 
gcric  utterance  and  juft  aftion,  than  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  this  laboured  tragedy  j  but  the  diftion  of  th^ 
piece  was  cold  and  philofophicalj  it  came  from  the 
head  of  the  writer,  and  reached  not  the  hearts  of  the 
hearers.  The  confequence  whereof  was,  that  it  was 
received  with  cold  applaufe,  and  having  reached  to  a 
ninth  night's  performance,  was  laid  by.  During  th^ 
reprefentation  Johnfon  was  behind  the  fcenes,  and 
thinking  his  character  of  an  author  required  upon 
the  occafion  fome  diftinAion  of  drefs,  he  appeared  in 
a  gold-laced  waiftcoat. 

The  truth  of  the  above  aflertion,  as  to  the  language 
of  this  tragedy,  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  perufal  of 
it ;  for,  notwithftanding  its  ill  fuccefs  as  a  dramatic 
reprefentation,  Johnfon  found  his  account  in  giving 
it  to  the  world  as  a  poem^    Of  the  fablc^  the  cha^ 
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l-aftcrs,  afid  the  rentiments,  it  is  befide  my  purpofe 
to  fpeak ;  they  are  alfo  now  open  to  examination. 
It  is  <ieverthelefs  worthy  of  a  remark,  that  the  author 
has  fhewn  great-  judgment  in  deviating  from  hide*- 
rical  verity,  as  will  appear  by  a  comparifon  of  the 
drama  with  the  ftory  as  related  by  Knolles,  and 
abridged  in  a  foregoing  page;  for  whereas  the  hifto- 
rian  defcribes  Irene  as  endowed  with  the  perfeftions 
as  well  of  the  mind  as  of  the  body,  and  relates  that 
ihe  was  an  innocent  viftim  to  the  ferocity  of  a  tyrant, 
•  Johnfon  thought  that  fuch  acataftrophe  was  too  Ihock^ 
ing  for  reprefentation,  and  has  varied  the  narrative  by 
making  the  lady  renounce  her  religion,  and  fubjefting 
her  to  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  joint  confpirator  in 
a  plot  to  affaffinate  the  Sultan;  but  of  which  he  is 
afterwards  convinced  ftie  is  innocent. 

In  thus  altering  the  ftory,  it  muft  however  be 
cohfeffed,  that  much  of  its  beauty  is  deftroyed, 
and  the  character  of  Mahomet  reprefented  with 
none  of  thofe  terrible  graces  that  dignify  the  narrative  : 
his  public  love  and  command  over  himfelf  are  anni- 
hilated, and  he  is  exhibited  as  a  tyrant  and  a  vo* 
luptuary. 

-  The  world  foon  formed  an  opinion  of  the  merit  of 
Irene,  which  has  never  fluftuated :  a  reprefentation 
during  nine  nights,  was  as  much  as  a  tragedy  which 
excited  no  paflion  could  claim ;  for,  however  excel- 
lent its  precepts,  and  however  corrcft  its  language, 
that  it  wants  thofe  indifpenfable  qualities  in  the  drama, 
intereft  and  pathos,  cannot  be  denied.  We  read  ity 
admit  every  pofitron  it  advances,  commend  it,  lay  it 
by,  and  forget  it :  ow  attentipn  is  not  awakened  by 
any  cniincnt  beauties,  for  its  merit  is  uniform  through- 
out; 
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mt :  all  the  peribnages^  good  or  bad>  are  philofophers : 
thofewho  execute  and  thofe  who  ifliic  the  orders  talk 
the  fame  language  :  the  charaders  cayfe  no  ^hxiety^ 
forthe  virtuous  are.  fuperior  to  all  mortal  calamity> 
and  the  vicious  beneath  .our  fCare ;  the  fate  of  Irene, 
though  deplorable^  is  juft ;  notwithftanding  flie  fuffecs 
by  a  falfe  accufation^  her  apoftacy  and  treachery  to 
her  .friend  defcrve  punifhment :  die  morality,  it  is 
needlefs  to  fay  of  Johnfon's  Ipontaneous  productions^ 
is  excellent;  but  how  were. unimpaflioned  precepts  to 
make  their  way  alone,  where  variety,  bufinefs  and  plot 
are  always  expefted  ?  where  lively  nonfenfe  and  pa* 
theric  imbecillity  often  fucceed  againft  the  convidion 
of  reafon  ?  Or  how  could  it  be  hoped  that  frigid  yir?- 
tue  could  attra6k  thofe  who  (ufFer  their  pity  to  be 
cafily  moved  either  by  the  hero  or  the  villain,  if  he 
has  the  addrefs  firft  to  engage  their  paffions  ? 

Of  the  expeftations  that  Johnfon  had  entertained 
of  the  fuccefs  of  his  tragedy,  no  conjedhire  can  now 
be  formed.  If  they  are  to  be  judged  of  by  his  out- 
ward demeanour  after  the  town  had  configned  it  to  ob- 
livion, they  were  not  very  fanguine;  indeed  the  receipt 
of  three  nights  muft  have  afforded  him  fome  confo^ 
laden ;  and  we  muft  fuppofe  that  he  increafed  the 
emolument  thence  arifing,  by  thefale  of  the  copy.  We 
are  therefore  not  to  impute  it  to  the  difappointment 
of  a  hope  that  thq  play  would  be  better  received 
than  it  was,  that  in  the  winter  of  the  fame  .year  he 
publiihed  another  imitation  of  Juvenal,  viz.  of  his 
tenth  fatire,  with  the  title  of  *  The  vanity  of  human 
wiflies  J*  the  fubjett  whereof,  as  it  is  an  enumeration 
of  the  evils  to  which  mankind  are  expofed,  could  hot, 
at  any  period  of  his  life,   have  been  other  than  a 
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tempting  one.  Puribing  the  track  of  his  author,  he 
expatiates  on  the  miferies  that  await  empire,  grandeur, 
wealth,  and  power,  and  the  difappointments  that 
fniftrate  the  hopes  of  ambition,  learning,  eloquence, 
and  beauty ;  in  all  which  inftances  he  has  been  able 
to  point  out  exaiTiples  the  mofl:  ftriking  and  ap* 
pofite. 

The  poem  concludes  with  an  anfwer  to  an  enquiry 
that  muft  neceffarily  refult  from  the  perufal  of  the 
foregoing  part  of  it,  viz.  what  are  the  confblatioRS 
that  human  life  affords?  or,  in  other  words,  in  whom 
or  on  what  is  a  virtuous  man  to  reft  his  hope  ?  the 
fdblution  of  this  queftion  is  contained  m  the  follow* 
ing  lines,  which  for  dignity  of  fentiment,  for  pious 
inftruAion,  and  purity  of  ftyle,  are  hardly  to  be 
equalled  by  any  in  our  language. 

^  Where  then  (hall  hope  and  fear  their  objefts  find  ? 

Muft  dull  fufpenfe  corrupt  the  ftagnant  mind  ? 

Muft  helplefs  man,  in  ignorance  fedate. 

Roll  darkling  down  the  torrent  of  his  fate  ? 

Muft  no  diflike  alarm,  no  wiflies  rife. 

No  cries  invoke  the  genius  of  the  fkies  ? 

Enquirer,  ceafe,  petitions  yet  remain. 

Which  Heav'n  may  hear,  nor  deem  religion  vain. 

Still  raife  for  good  the  fupplicating  voice. 

But  leave  to  Heav'n  the  meafyre  and  the  choice. 

Safe  in  his  powV,  whofe  eyes  difcern  afar 

The  fecret  ambulh  of  a  (pecious  pray'r  i 

Implore  his  aid,  in  his  decifions  reft. 

Secure,  whatever  he  gives,  he  gives  the  beft. 

Yet  when  the  fenfe  of  facred  prefence  fires. 

And  ftrong  devotion  to  the  fkies  afpiresi^ 

'  Pour 
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*  Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  healthful  mind> 

*  Obedient  paffions,  and  a  will  refign'd  j 

*  For  love,  which  fcarcc  coUeftive  man  can  fill ; 

*  For  patience,  fov'reign  o'er  tranfmuted  ill  j 

*  For  f^ith,  that  panting  for  a  happier  feat, 

*  Counts  death  kind  nature's  fignal  of  retreat. 

*  Thefe  goods  for  man,  tjie  laws  of  Heav*n  ordain ; 

*  Thefe  goods  he  grants,  who  grants  the  pow>  to  gamj 

*  With  thefe  celeftial  wildom  calms  the  mind, 
'  And  makes  the  happinefs  ihe  does  not  find/ 

In  the  following  year,  it  having  been  difcovered^ 
tliat  a  grand-daughter  of  Milton  was  living,  Mr* 
Garrick  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the  reprefentaT 
tion  of  the  Mafque  of  Comus  at  his  theatre,  for  her 
benefit.  Upon  this  occafion,  Johnfon,  forgetting  the 
enmity  which  he  had  always  borne  towards  Milton, 
wrote  a  prologue,  wherein  he  calls  the  attention  a£ 
the  audience  to  his  memory,  and  without  imputing 
to  his  defcendant  any  other  merit  than  induftrious 
poverty  and  conjugal  fidelity,  implores  thcna  to  crowo 
defert  beyond  the  grave. 

Johnfon's  beneficence  was  of  the  moft  diffufive 
Idnd:  Diftrefs  was  the  general  motive,  and  merit, 
whether  in  the  objc£t  or  ^ny  to  whom  he  claimed  re- 
lation, the  particular  incentive  to  it..  There  was 
living  at  this  time,  a  man  of  the  name  of  De  Groat, 
a  painter  by  profeffion,  and  no  contemptible  artift, 
who,  after  having  travelled  over  England,  and  ^t 
low  prices  painted  as  many  perfons  as  could  be  per- 
fuaded  to  fit  to  him,  fettled  in  London,  and  became 
reduced  to  poverty :  him  Oldys,  or  fome  one  other 
of  his  friends^  introduced  to  Johnfon^  who  found  out 
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by  his  converfation  that  he  was  a  defcendant  of 
Grotius ;  and  thereupon  exerting  his  intereft  in  his 
behalf,  he  procured  for  him  an  admiflion  into  the 
Charterhoufe,  in  which  comfortable  retreat  he  died: 

Johnfon  was  all  this  while  working-  at  the  diftio- 
nary,  having  to  aflift  him  a  number  of  young  perfons 
whofe  employment  it  was  to  diftribute  the  articles 
^irith  fufficient  (paces  for  the  definitions,  which  it 
is  eafy  to  difcern  are  of  his  own  compofition. 

Of  thcfe  his  afliftants,  fome  were  young  men  of  parts, 
others  mere  drudges.  Among  the  former  was  one  of  the 
name  of  Shiells,  a  Scotchman,  the  author  of  a  poem 
in  blank  verfe,  intitled  '  Beauty,*  and  alfo  of  a  collec- 
tion of  the  lives  of  the  poets,  in  four  volumes, 
which,  for  a  gratuity  of  ten  guineas,  Theophilus 
Crbber  fufFcred  to  be  printed  with  his  name,  a  book 
,of  no  authority  other  than  what  it  derives  from  Win- 
ftanley,  Langbaine,  and  Jacob,  and  in  other  refpefts 
of  little  worth ;  but  concerning  which  it  is  fit  that 
the  following  faft  fhould  be  made  known  :  Gibber  at 
the  time  of  making  this  bargain,  was  under  confine- 
ment for  debt  in.  the  king's-bench  prifon,  and  with  a 
view  to  deceive  the  public  into  a  belief  that  the  book 
was  of  his  father's  writing,  it  was  concerted  between 
the  negotiators  of  it  and  himfelf  to  fupprefs  his  chrif- 
tian  name,  and  that  it  Ihotild  be  printed  as  a  work  of 
Mr.  Gibber, 

The  intenfe  application  with  which  he  was  obliged 
to  purfue  his  work,  deprived  Johnfpn  of  many  of  the 
pleafures  he  moft  delighted  in,  as  namely,  reading 
in  his  dcfultory  manner,  and  the  conyerfation  of  his 
friends.  It  alfo  incrcafed  his  conftitutional  melan- 
choly, and  at  times  excited  in  him  a  loathing  of  thit 
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atiployment  to  which  he  could  not  but  look  upon 
himfelf  as  doomed  by  his  ncceffitics.  The  fum  for 
which  he  had  ftipulated  with  the  bookfellers,  was 
by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  to  be  paid  as  the 
work  went  on,  and  was  indeed  his  only  fopport.  Be- 
ing thus  compelled  to  fpend  every  day  like  the  paft,  he 
looked  on  himfelf  as  in  a  flate  of  mental  bondage,  and 
reflefting  that  while  he  was  thus  employed,  his  beft 
faculties  lay  dormant,  was  unwillingly  willing  to 
work. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  reflcft  on  that  inertneis 
and  laxity  of  mind  which  the  negleft  of  order  and 
regularity  in  living,  and  the  oblervance  of  ftated 
hours,  in  Ihort,  the  waile  of  time,  is  apt  to  lead  men 
to  :  this  was  the  fource  of  Johnfon's  mifcry  through- 
out his  life ;  all  he  did  was  by  fits  and  (tarts,  and  he 
had  no  genuine  impulfe  to  adion,  either  corporal 
or  mental.  That  the  compilation  of  fiich  a  work  as 
he  was  engaged  in,  was  neceflarily  productive  of  that 
languor,  which,  in  the  profecution  of  it  he  manifeffaed, 
is  by  no  means  clear :  all  employments,  all  occupa- 
tions whatever,  are  intrinfically  indifferent,  and  excite 
neither  pain  nor  pleafure,  but  as  the  mind  is  dif- 
poied  towards  them.  Fame,  mere  pofthumous  fame 
'has  engaged  men  to  fimilar  undertakings,  and  they 
have  purfued  them  with  zeal  and  even  delight.  Canne, 
.the  editor  of  a  bible  printed  in  1664,  fpent  many  years 

•  in  collefting  parallel  paflages  in  the  Old  and  New 

•  Teftament,  to  fuch  a  number  as  to  croud  the  margin  of 
the  book,  and  in  the  preface  thereto  he  declares,  that 

,  it  was  the  moft  delightful  employment  of  his  life; 
and  what  but  a  real  pleafure  in  that  kind  of  labour, 
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and  the  confideration  of  its  benefit  to  mankind, 
could  be  the  inducement  with  fuch  a  man  as  HofF- 
yuan  to  compile  a  lexicon  more  than  twice  as  volumi-^ 
nous  as  that  of  Johnfon  ? 

.  Andj  to  fpeak  more  at  large,  viz.  of  men  who 
have  benefited  the  world  by  their  literary  labours, 
avowing  as  their  motive  the  defirc  of  gain, 
we  find  not  all  infefted  with  that  difeale,  which 
«is  it  affcfted  Johnfon,  may  almoft  be  feid  to  have 
converted  all  his  mental  nutriment  to  poifon  :  on  the 
:contrary,  there  have  been  many  who  mixed  with  the 
-world,  and  by  a  good  ufe  of  their  time,  were  capable 
of  great  application  and  enjoying  the  benefits  of  fo- 
ciecy;  and  of.thefe  I  Ihall  mention  three  perfons, 
his  contemporaries,  men  of  very  diiFerent  charafter^ 
-from  each  other  -,  all  authors  by  profeflion,  and  of 
great  eminence  in  literature. 

The  firft  was  the  reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Birch,  a 
divine  of  the  church  of  England,  but  originally  a 
quaker.  In  his  youth  he  was  paffionately  fond  of 
ijcading,  and  being  indulged  in  it  by  his  father,  be- 
came fucceflively  ufher  to  two  fchools  in  which  the 
-fons  of:  quakers  were  educated.  He  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  j  but  in  lefs  than  a  year  became 
a  widower.  Having  had  the  happinels  of  a  recon»- 
.mendatlon  to  Sir  Philip  Yorkc,  then  attorney -general, 
and  being  honoured  with  his  favour  and  patnonage, 
he,  in  1730,  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  pre- 
fented  to  a.  reftory  and  alfo  to  a  vicarage  in  Gloucef- 
terlhirc*  Soon  after  this,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
reverend  Mr.  Bernard,  the  well-known  Mr.  John 
Lockman^  and  Mr.  George  Sale  the  tranflator  o£  cbe 
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Koran,  he  compiled  a  general  biographical  diftionary 
in  ten  volumes  in  folio,  including  therein  a  tranflation 
of  that  of  Bayle,  and  ooUefted  and  publiflied  Thur- 
loe's  ftate  papers,  in  feven  folio  volumes,  and  was 
the  editor  of  lord  Bacon's,   Mr.  Boyle*s,  and  arch- 
bifliop  Tillotfon's  works,  as  alfo  of  the  profe  writings 
of  Milton,  and  the  mifcellancous  pieces  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,    and  the  works  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cock^ 
burn.     He  was  firft  a  fellow  of  and  afterwards  fecre- 
tary  to  the  royal  fociety,  and  wrote  a  hiftory  thereof, 
In  i753>  the  Marifchal  college  at  Aberdeen  confer-* 
red  on  him  the  degree  of  doftor  in  divinity,  and, 
the  year  after,    he  received  the  fame  honour  from 
archbiQiop  Herring.     The  above   is   but  a  partial 
enumeration  of  his  publications,  for.  he  wrote  the 
lives  of  Henry  prince  of  Wales,  of  Bacon,  Boyle, 
Milton,  and  Tillotfon,  and  other  perfons,  and  many 
trads  not  here  noticed.     In  the  midfl:  of  all  this  em- 
ployment. Dr.  Birch  was  to  be  feen,  at  home,  at  the 
Royal  and  Antiquarian  focieties,  at  Sion  college,  at  the 
academy  of  ancient  mufic,  which  had  long  fubfifted  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor    in  the  Strand,   at  Tom's 
coffee-houfe  in  Devereux  court;   in  fhort,    in    all 
places  where  a  clergyman  might  with  propriety  ap- 
pear.   Nor  was  this  all ;  he  found  time  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  walking,  before  many  people  were  ftirring.     I 
have  been  with  him  at  nine  in  a  winter's  morning,  and 
have  found  him  juft  returned  from  an  excurfion  of  fomc 
miles  * .     He  held  a  converfation  on  Sunday  even- 
ings 

*  I  beard  him  once  relate^  that  he  had  iht  curiofity  to  mealbre 
the  circuit  of  London  by  a  perambulation  thereof:  the  account  he 
gave  waa  to  this  cSc& ;    He  fet  out  from  his  houTe  in  the  Strand 
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ings  with  his  friends^  who  were  men  of  the  (irfl  emi<- 
nence  for  learning  and  intelligence^  at  his  houie  in 
Norfolk  ftrcet  in  the  Strand  t>  in  which  all,  particu- 

towards  C&elfea»  and  having  reached  the  bridge  beyond  the  water- 
works»  he  dire^d  his  coorfe  to  Marybone,  from  whence  purfiung 
an  eailem  diredion»  he  fldrted  the  town>  and  crofled  thelflington 
ipad  at  the  Angel.  There  was  at  that  time  no  dty-road,  bat 
pacing  through  Hoxton,  he  got  to  Shoreditch,  thence  to  Bethnal 
green>  and  from  thence  to  Stepney,  where  he  recruited  his  (pints 
""  with  a  glafs  of  brandy.  From  Stepney  he  paiTed  on  to  Limehotife, 
and  took  into  his  rout  the  adjacent  hamlet  of  Poplar,  when  he  be** 
came  fenfible  that  to  complete  his  defign  he  muft  take  in  South* 
wark :  this  put  him  to  a  ftand ;  but  he  ibon  determined  on  hit 
courfe,  for  taking  a  boat  he  landed  at  theredhoufe  atDeptford, 
and  made  his  way  to  Say's  court,  where  the  great  wet-dock  is,  and 
keeping  the  faoofes^  along  Rotherhithe  to  the  right,  he  got  to  Ber- 
mondfey;  thence  by  the  fouth  end  of  Kent-ftreet  to  Newingten, 
^mjlover  St.  George's  fields  to  Lambeth,  and  croffing  over  to  Mill- 
i)ank  continued  hb  way  to  Charing  crois,  and  along  the  Strand  to 
Norfolk  flreet,  from  whence  he  had  fet  out.  The  whole  of  this 
excuriion  took  him  up  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the 
afternoon,  and,  according  to  his  rate  of  walking,  he  computed  the 
circuit  of  London  at  above  twenty  miles.  With  the  buildings 
€|re£ked  fince,  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  increafed  five  miles,  and 
if  fo,  the  prefent  circumference  of  this  great  metropolis  is  about 
Iialf  that  of  ancient  Rome. 

t  Formerly  the  habitation  of  the  famous  William  Penn  the 
quaker,  of  whom  it  is  well  known  that  his  circumftances  at  a 
certain  period  of  his  life  were  fo  involved,  that  it  was  not  fafe  for 
him  to  go  abroad.  He  choTe  this  houfe,  it  being  at  the  (both 
wefl  comer  of  the  ftreet,  as  one  from  whence  he  might, 
upon  occaiion,  flip  out  by  water.  In  the  entrance  to  it  he  had 
a  peeping-hole,  through  which  he  could  fee  any  perfons  that  csane 
to  him.  One  of  thefe  who  had  fent  in  his  name,  having  been 
made  to  wait  more  than  a  reafonable  time,  knocked  for  the  fenrant, 
whom  he  afked,  «  Will  not  thy  mafter  fee  me  ?'  •  Friend,'  an- 
.fweredthefervant,  'he  has  feen  thee,  but  he  does  not  like  thee.* 
The  fad  was,  that  Penn  had  from  his  itation  taken  a  view  oflvoi, 
and  found  him  to  be  a  creditor. 
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brly  the'  library,  was  neat  and  elegant,  without 'litter 
€>r  difprder. 

The  mental  endowments  of  Dr.  Birch  were  fingu- 
lar;  he  had  a  great  eagemefe  after  knowledge,  and  a 
niemory  very  retentive  of  fafts ;  but  his  learning, 
properly  (o  called,  bore  no  proportion  to  his  reading  i 
for  he  was  in  truth  neither  a  mathematician,  a  natural 
philofopheri  a  daflical  fcholar,  nor  a  divine;  but^  in 
a  fmall  degree,  all,  and  though  lively  in  converfation, » 
he  was  but  a  djuU  writer.  Johnfon  was  ufed  to  fpeak  of 
him  in  this  manner:  *  Tom  is  a  lively  rogue;  he  re- 

*  members  a  great  deal,  and  can  tell  many  pleafant 

*  ftories ;   but  a  pen  is  to  Tom  a  torpedo,  the  touch 

*  of  it  benumbs  his  hand  and  his  brain  :    Tom  can 

*  talk;  but  he  is  no  writer/ ^Aiid  indeed  who* 

ever  perufes  his  writings  will  be  rtiuch  of  the  fame 
opmion :  his  life  of  TiUotfon  is  a  mere  detail  of  un- 
connefted  fafts,  without  the  intermixture  of  fentiment 
or  difquifition  ;  and  of  the  ftyle,  let  this  citation  fervc 
as  a  Ipecimen.  Speaking  of  Wilkins,  he  makes  a 
O'anlition  to  Tillotfon,  whom  he  charafterizes  in  thefe 

,  wonis,  and  meaner  he  could  not  have  found  :*  *  He 

*  went  into  all  the  very  bed  things  that  were  in  that 

*  great  man;  but  fo  as  he  improved  every  one  of 

*  them/ 

. .  In  the  midft  of  all  his  labours  and  purfuits.  Dr. 
Birch  preferved  an  even  temper  of  mind,  and  a  great 
chearfulnefs  of  fpirits.  Ever  defirous  to  leam,  and 
willing  to  communicate,  he  was  uniformly  affable, 
courteous,  and  difpofed  to  converfation.  His  life 
was  fpent  without  reproach,  but  terminated  by  an 
/unhappy  accident,  a  fall  from  his  horfe  on  the  Hamp- 
flead  road,  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1766.  Hi* 
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preferments  in  the  chiirch^  though  fucceffivtly  numlS 
rous^  were  finall  and  never  reached  to  dignities :  tliA 
laft  of  them  were  the  reftorics  of  St*  Margaret  Pattihsj 
London^  and  of  Depden  In  Eflex. 

Dn  John  Can^bell  was  an  eminent  writer^  and  a 
labourer  in  a  voluminous  work  undertaken  at  the 
expence  and  rifque  of  the  bookfellers>  the  Ujiiverfal 
Hiftorjr.  Befides  many  other  books,  he  wrote  the 
lives  of  the  Englifh  admirals  in  four  oftavo  volumes* 
He  had  a  confiderable  hand  in  the  Biographia  Britan** 
nica,  and  was  the  author  of  a  valuable  work  in  two 
quarto  volumes  intitled>  ^  A  polidcal  iurvey  of 
*  Britain  /  being  a  feries  of  reflexions  on  the  fituation, 
landsj  inhabitants,  revenues,  colonies,  and  commerce 
q(  this  ifland  -,  intended  to  fhew  that  they  have  not 
as  yet  approached  to  near  the  fummit  of  inq)nivenient^ 
but  that  it  will  afford  employment  for  many  ages, 
before  they  pulh  to  their  utmoft  extent  the  natural 
advantages  of  Great  Britain.  The  rq)Utation  of  this 
work  extended  to  the  moft  remote  parts  of  Europe, 
imd  induced  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  in  the  year  I774f 
*  to  honour  the  author  with  a  prefent  of  her  pifture. 
By  the  exercife  of  his  pen  alone,  and  a  good  uie  of  his 
time,  he  was  for  many  years  enabled  to  fupport  him* 
felf,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  domeftic  life  in  the 
fociety  of  an  excellent  wife  and  a  numerous  of&pring. 
In  1765,  he  was  appointed  his  majefty^a  i^nt  for  the 
province  of  Georgia  in  North  America,  and  was  thcre^ 
by  raifed  to  a  ftate  of  comparative  aiBuence.  His  re« 
fidence  for  fome  years  before  his  death,  was  the  large 
new-built  houfe  fituate  at  the  north-weft  comer  of 
Queen  fquare,  Bloomfbury,  whither,  particularly  on 
a  Sunday  evening,  great  numbers  of  pcrfona  of  the 
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tomcd  to  rcfort  for  the  enjoyment  of  converfation* 
He  died  in  1775,  having  nearly  cdiUjdeted  the  fixty^ 
eighth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  behind  him  the  charac- 
ter of  a  learned,  an  ingenious,  and  a  pious  man^ 

Dr.  John  Hill  was  originally  an  apothecary  and  n 
ftudent  in  botany,  in  which  he  Was  encouraged  by  the 
late  duke  of  Richmond,  and  lord  Petre  $  but  finding  . 
that  an  unprofitable  puriuit,  he  made  two  or  three 
attempts  as  a  Writer  for  the  ftage  t  a  failure  in  them 
drove  him  back  to  his  former  ftudy,  in  the  Courfe 
whereof  he  got  introduced  to  Mr.  Martin  Folkes  and 
Mr.  Heiiry  Baker,  leading  members  of  the  royal 
fociety,  who  finding  him  a  young  man  of  parts  and 
well  (killed  in  natural  hiftory,  recommended  him 
among  theif  friends*  His  firlt  publication  was  a 
tranflation  from  the  Greek  of  a  finall  traft,  Theo-* 
phraftus  on  gems,  which  being  printed  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  produced  him  fome  money,  and  fuch  a  reputa- 
tion as  induced  the  bookfellers  to  engage  him  in  writ-^ 
ing  a  general  natural  hiftory  in  two  volumes  in  folio^ 
and  ibon  after,  a  fuppleitient  to  Chambers's  dictionary* 
He  had  received  no  academical  education ;  but  his 
ambidon  prompting  him  to  be  a  graduate,  he  obtained, 
from  one  of  thofe  univerfities  which  would  fcarce  re- 
fufe  a  degree  to  an  apothecary's  horfe,  a  diploma  for 
that  ofdoiftor  of  phyfic.  After  this,  he  engaged  in  a 
.  variety  of  works,  the  greater  part  whereof  were  mer^ 
compactions,  which  he  fent  forth  with  incredible  ex- 
pedition 1  and  though  his  charafter  was  never  in  fuch 
cftimation  with  the  bookfellers  as  to  entide  him  to  aa 
extraordinary  price  for  his  writings,  he  has  been 
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Icnown  by  foch  works  as  thofe  abovc-mcntidnecj,  Irf 
jiovels,  pamphlets,  and  a  periodical  paper  called  *Thc 
*  Inipeftor/  die  labour  of  his  own  head  and  hand,  to 
•have  earned,  in  one  year,  the  fum  of  1500I.  He  was 
rain,  conceited,  and  in  his  writings  difpofed  to  fatire 
and  licentious  fcurrility,  which  he  indulged  with- 
out any  regard  to  truth,  and  thereby  became  engaged 
in  frequent  difputes  and  quarrels  that  always  termi- 
nated in  his  own  difgrace,  Forfome  abufe  in  hislnfpec- 
,tor,  of  a  gendeman  of  the  name  of  Brown,  he  had  his 
head  broke  in  the  circus  of  Ranelagh  gardens.  He 
infulted  Woodward  the  player  in  the  face  of  an  au- 
dience, and  engaged  with  him  in  a  pamphlet-war,  in 
which  he  was  foiled*.  He  attacked  the  royal  fociety 
in  a  review  of  their ,  tranfaftions,  and  abufed  his  old 
friends.  Mr*  Folkes  and  Mr.  Baker  for  oppoGng,  on 
account  of  his  infamous  charafter,his  adnuffion  among 
them  as  a  member.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  employ- 
ment, he  found  time  and  means  to  drive  about  the 
town  in  his  chariot,  and  to  appear  abroad  and  at  all 
public  places,  at  Batfbn's  cofFee-houfe,  at  mafque- 
rades,  and  at  the  opera  and  playhoufes,  fplendidly 
drefled,  and  as  often  as  he  could,  in  the  front  row  of 

*  It  \va5  faid  of  Ifill,  that  when  he  met>  in  any  botanic  garden, 
with  a  curious  plant  that  was  poruble,  he  would  convey  it  away, 
and  that  he  was  once  detected  in  an  attempt  of  that  kind* 
'  Woodward,  in  a  pamphlet  written  againft  him>  alluded  to  this 
fad  by  prefixing  to  it,  as  a  motto>  this  appofite  ciutioa  froia 
Shakefpeare's  Romeo  and  Juliet: 

•  I  do  remember  an  apothecary 
^*.  Culling  of  fimplcs.* 
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the  boxes.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  his  rcpuu-; 
don  a$  an  author  was  fb  funk  by  the  flovenlinefs  of  his 
compilations^  and  his  difregard  to  truth  in  what  he 
related,-  that  he  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf  to  the 
rending^  a  few  fimple  medicines,  namely,  eflcnce  of 
water-dock,  tin6hire  of  Valerian,  balfam  of  honeyj^ 
and  elixir  of  Bardana,  and  by  pamphlets  afcribing 
to  them  greater  virtues  than  they  had,  impofed  on- 
the  credulity  of  the  public,  and  thereby  got,  though 
not  an  honeft^  a  competent  livelihood. 

Two  years  before  his  death,  he  had,  as  he  gave  out, 
received  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  inveftiture  of 
knight  of  one  of  the  orders  of  that  kingdom,  in  return 
for  a  prefent  to  that  monarch  of  his  ^  Vegetable  fyftem' 
in  twenty-fix  folio  volumes.  With  all  his  fojly  and 
malignity,  he  entertained  a  fenfe  of  religion,  and 
wrote  a  vindication  of  God  and^nature  againft  the 
Ihallow  philofophy  of  lord  ^olipgbroke. 

Beiides  thefe,  there  was  another  clafs  of  authors 
who  lived  by  writing,  that  require  to  be  noticed : 
the  former  were,  in  faft,  penfioners  of  the  book- 
fellers :  thefe  vended  their  compofitions  when 
completed,  to  thofe  of  that  trade  who  would  give 
moft  for  them.  They  were  moftly  books  of  mere 
entertainment  that  were  the  fubjefts  of  this  kind 
pf  commerce,  and  were  and  ftill  are  diftinguiftied 
by  tJie  corrupt  appellation  of  novels  and  roman- 
ces. Though  fiftitious,  and  the  work  of  mere  in- 
vention, they  pretended  to  probability^  to  be  found» 
cd  in  nature,  and  to  delineate  focial  iT)anners.  The 
firft  publication  of  the  kind  was  the  'Pamela*  of  Mr. 
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Rich^dfon*,  which  being  read  with  great  eagemefi 
by  the  young  people  of  the  time>  and  reoommcndcd 
from  the  pulpit,  begat  luch  a  craving  for  more  of 
the  &nc  ftufF,  as  tempted  fome  men  whole  necefli- 
ties  and  abilities  were  nearly  commenfuratCj  to  try 
their  fuccefs  in  this  new  kind  of  writing* 
,  At  the  headiof  thefe  we  muflr,  for  many  reafons, 
place  Henry  Fielding,  one  of  the  moft  motley  of  li-» 
terary  chara&ers.  This  man  was,  in  his  early  life,  $, 
writer  of  comedies  and  farces,  very  few  of  which  are 
now  remembered  j  after  that,  a  praftifing  bandfter 
with  fcarce  any  bqfmefs;  then  an  anti«miniilerial 
writer,  and  quickly  after,  a  creature  of  the  duke  of 
Newcaftlc,  who  gave  him  a  nominal  qualification  of 
I  col.  a  year,  and  fet  him  up  as  a  trading-juftice,  ii| 
which  difrcputable  ftation  he  died.  He  was  ^e  au* 
thor  of  a  romance,  intided  ^  The  hiftory  of  Jofeph 
Andrews,*  and  of  another,  *  The  Foundlings  or  the 
^  hiftory  of  Tom  Jones,'  a  book  feembgly  intended 
to  fap  the  foundation  of  that  morality  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  parents  and  all  public  inftruftor?  to  incuU 
cate  in  the  minds  of  young  people,  by  teaching  that 
virtue  upon  principle  is  impofture,  that  generous  qua* 
liries  alone  conftityte  true  worth,  and  that  a  young 

*  Pamela  xs  the  name  of  a  iady,  one  of  the  principal  charaders  ii| 
Sir  Philip  Sidney's '  Arcad^a^'  an4  is  t!tm  accented  Pam^.  Si) 
Wr*  Popcj 

*  The  Cods,  to  cvrfe  Pamela  with  her  prajrVs, 

•  Gave  the  gilt  coach  and  dappled  Flanders  mares.' 

JutRichardfon,  W^iethcr  through  ignorance  ordefignji  and  alfc  all 
}is  fpmslc  fnjpXs,  conflantly  pronounced  it  Pamela. 
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tt^n  tOMj  k>ve  and  be  loved^  and  at  the  lame  tiiho 
«flbctate  with  the  loofeft  women.  His  morality,  in 
refpca  that  it  refolves  virtue  into  good  affeftions,  in 
contradlftion  to  moral  obligation  and  a  fenfe  of  duty, 
is  that  of  lord  Shaftefbury  vulgarifed,  and  is  a  fyftem 
pf  excellent  ufe  in  palliating  the  vices  moft  injurious  to 
ibciety.  He  was  the  inventor  of  that  cant-phrafe,  good^ 
4)efsof  heart,  wluch  is  every  day  ufed  as  a  fubftitute  for 
probity,  and  means  little  more  than  the  virtue  of  a 
horfe  or  a  dogi  in  fliort,  he  has  done  more  towards 
corrupting  the  rifing  generation  than  any  writer  we 
know  of» 

He  afterwards  wrote  a  book  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
of  a  lefs  mifchievous  tendency,  his  *  Amelia/  For 
each  of  thefe  he  was  well  paid  by  Andrew  Millar  the 
bookfeller,  and  for  the  laft  he  got  fix  hundijed 
pounds. 

Dr.  Tobias  Smollet,  another  writer  of  familiar 
romance,  and  a  dealer  with  the  bookfellers,  was 
originally  a  furgeon's  mate,  and  ferved  at  the  fiege 
of  Carthagena.  His  firil  publication  of  this  kind 
was  *  The  adventures  of  Roderick  Random,'  and  his 
»cxt  thofe  of  Peregrine  Pickle,  in  which  is  introduced 
the  hiftory  of  i  well-known  woman  of  quality,  written, 
as  it  is  15ud,  by  herfelf,  under  the  name  of  lady  Frail. 
Thele,  and  other  compofltions  of  the  like  kind,  Smol- 
let  ibid  to  the  bookfellers  at  fuch  rates  as  enabled  him 
to  live  without  the  excrcife  of  his  profefllont  He  had 
a  hand  in  ^  The  univerfal  hiftory,*  and  tranflated  Gil 
Bias  and  alfo  Telemacbus.  The  fucgefs  of  the  former 
pf  theib  tempted  him  to  tr^nfl^te  ^  Pon  Quuote,* 
whichj  as  he  underflood  not  the  Spanifh  language,  he 
could  only  do  through  the  medium  of  the  French  and 
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the  fbfmcr  Englilh  verfions,  none  of  which  do,  as  it  vi 
faid,  convey  the  humour  of  the  originali  It  might 
fccm  that  Jarvis's  tranflation  was  one  impediment  t6 
fuch  an  undertaking ;  but  that,  though  it  gives  the 
Icnfe  of  the  author,  was  performed  by  perfons  whofc 
(kill  in  the  language  was  not  great.  The  faft  is, 
that  Jarvis  laboured  at  it  many  years,  but  could  make 
but  little  progrefs,  for  being  a  painter  by  profeffion, 
he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  write,  and  had  no  ftyle. 
Mr.  Tonfon  the  bookfeller  feeing  this,  fuggefted  the 
thought  of  employing  Mr.  Brpughton,'  the  reader 
at  the  Temple  church,  the  author  and  editor  of  fundry 
publications,  who,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  a  friend 
of  Tonfon,  fat  himfelf  down  to  ftudy  the  Spanifll 
language,  and,  in  a  few  months,  acquired,  as  was  pre- 
tended,, fufficicnt  knowledge  thereof,  to  give  to  the 
world  a  tranflation  of  Don  Quixote  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  the  original,  and  to  which  is  prefixed  the  name  of 
Jarvis. 

I  might  here  fpeak  of  Richardfon  as  -a  writer  of 
fiftitious  hiftory,  but  that  he  wrote  for  amufement, 
and  that  the  profits  of  his  writings,  though  very  great, 
were  accidental.  He  was  a  man  of  no  learning  nor 
reading,  but  had  a  vivid  imagination,  which  he  let 
loofe  in  refleftions  on  human  life  and  manners,  till  it 
became  fo  diftended  with  fentiments^  that  for  his  own 
cafe,  he  was  neceflitated  to  vent  them  on  paper;  In 
the  original  plan  of  his  *  Clarifla,*  it  was  his  defign, 
as  his  bookfdler  once  told  me,  to  continue  it  to  the 
extent  of  twenty-four  volumes,  but  he  was,  with 
great  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  comprife  it  in  fixi 
The  charafter  of  Richardfon  as  a  writer  is  to  this  day  ' 
undecided,  otherwife  than  by  the  avidity  with  which 
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his  publications  are  by  feme  readers  pcrufcd,  and  the 
laie  of  numerous  editions.     He  has  been  celebrated 
as  a  writer  fimilar  in  genius  to  Shakeipeare^  as  being 
acquainted  with  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  huntian 
hearty  and  having  an  abfolutc  command  of  the  paflions^ 
fb  as  to  be  able  to  afFeft  his  readers  as  himfelf  is  afFefted, 
and  to  intereft  them  in  the  fuccefles  and  difappoint- 
ments,  the  joys  and  forrows  of  his  charafters.     Others 
there  are  who  think  that  neither  his  *  Pamela,'  Jxis '  Cla- 
rifla/  nor  his '  Sir  Charles  Grandifon*  are  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  books  of  rational  and  inftru£tive 
amufement>  that  they  are  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
novels  of  Cervantes,  or  the  more  fimple  and  chaftc 
narrations  of  Le  Sage,  that  they  are  not  juft  repre- 
lenutions  of  human  manners,  that  in  them  the  turpi- 
tude of  vice  is  notftrongly  enough  marked,  and  that 
the  allurements  to  it  are  reprefented  in  the  gayeft 
colours;  that  the  texture  of  all  his  writings  is  flimfy 
and  thin,  and  his  ftyle  mean  and  feeble  i  that  they 
have  a  general  tendency  to  inflame  the  pafHons  of 
young  people,  and  to  teach  them  that  which  they  need 
not  to  be  taught;  and  that  though  they  pretend  to  a 
moral,  it  often  turns  out  a  bad  one.    The  cant  terms 
of  him  and  his  admirers  are  fentiment  and  fenti- 
mentality. 

Johnibn  was  inclined,  as  being  perfonally  acquaint- 
ed with  Richardfbn,  to  favour  the  former  opinion  of 
his  writings,  but  he  feemed  not  firm  in  it,  and  could 
at  any  time  be  talked  into  a  difapprobation  of  all 
ii6titious.  relations,  of  which  he  would  frequently  lay 
they  took  no.  hold  of  the  mind. 

I  am  tired  of  adducing  inftances  of  men  who 
lived  by  the  profeflion  of  writing  and  thought   it 
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gn  eligible  one>  and  ihould  now  proceed  to  relate  ihe 
liibfequcm  events  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  Ufe>  and  mark  the 
ftate  of  his  mind  at  difierent  periods,  but  that  I  find 
wsfkK  d^uined  by  a  charafter,  which^  as  it  vcre» 
oixrudes  itfclf  to  view,  and  is  of  in^portance  enough 
to  claim  notice. 

Laurence  Sterne,  a  clergynruui  and  a  dignitarj  c^ 
^  cathedral  church  of  Yoric,  was  remarkable  for  4 
wSd  and  eccentric  genius,  refembling  in  many  're^ 
fpefts  that  of  Rabelais.  The  work  that  made  him 
firft  known  as  a  writer,  was,  '  The  life  and  opiniont 
«  of  Triftram  Shandy,*  a  whimfical  rhapfody,  but 
abounding  in  wit  and  humour  of  die  licentious  kind« 
He  too  was  a  fentimentalift,  and  wrote  featimental 
journies  and  fentimental  letters  m  abundance,  hj 
which  both  he  and  the  bookfellers  got  cpnfldcrably^ 
Of  the  writers  of  this  clafs  or  fe&  it  may  be  ohferved, 
diat  being  in  general  men  of  I00&  principle^^  bad 
oeconomifts,  living  widiout  forefight,  it  is  their  en* 
deavour  to  commute  for  their  failings  by  profeffiona 
of  greater  love  to  mankind,  more  tender  affe&ions 
and  finer  feelings  than  they  will  allow  men  of  more 
regular  lives,  whom  they  deem  formalifts,  to  poflHs. 
Their  generous  notions  fuperfede  dX  obligad<m  s 
they  are  a  law  to  themfelves,  and  having  good 
hearts  and  abounding  in  the  milk  of  human  kind^ 
nefs,  are  above  thofe  confiderations  that  bind  men 
to  that  rule  of  conduA  which  is  founded  in  a 
feftfe  of  duty.  Of  this  new  fchool  of  morality. 
Fielding,  Roufieau,  and  Sterne  are  the  principal 
teachers,  and  great  is  the  raifchicf  they  have  donu 
by  their  documents. 
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To  thcfe  I  might  add  the  names  of  fundry  peiibns 
of  the  fame  occupation,  the  authors  of  the  Univer* 
fal  hiftoiy  in  forty  folio  volumes^  but  that  only  a 
few  of  them  are  at  this  diftance  of  time  known  1 
Aofp  ar^  Pfalmanaazar^  George  Sale^  the  above 
JDr.  Campbell,  and  Mn  George  Shelvocke,  who,  of 
a  boy  bred  to  the  fea,  became  a  man  of  learning,  a 
travelling  tutor,  and  at  length  attained  to  the  lucra- 
tive employment  of  fecretaryof  the  poft-office.  Of 
thcfe  men  it  may  be  faid  that  they  were  miners  in 
literature,  they  worked,  though  not  in  darknefs,  under 
ground  s  their  modve  was  gain  -,  their  l^our  fUent  and 
inceflantr 

From  the  above  enumeration  of  charaders  and 
particulars  it  maybe  inferred,  tlut  Johnfbn^s  indo«- 
knee  and  melancholy  were  difeafes  of  his  mind,  and 
not  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the  profeffioh  he  had 
taken  up,  that  he  faw  human  life  through  a  falfe 
medium^  and  that  he  voluntarily  renounced  many 
comforts,  gratifications,  and  even  pleafures,  obvioufly 
fti  his  powen  One»efFort  however  he  made  to  foothe 
|iis  mind  and  palliate  the  fatigue  of  his  labours^  which 
I  here  relate* 

The  great  delight  of  his  life  was  converfation  and 
fxietital  intercourfe.  That  he  might  be  able  to  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  this»  he  had,  in  the  whiter  of  i749> 
formed  a  club  that  met  weekly  at  the  King's  head,  a 
famous  beef-fteakhoufe^  in  Ivy  lane  near  St.  Paul's, 
every  Tuefday  evening.  T4iither  he  conftandy  re- 
felted,  and,  with  a  diipofidon  to  pleafe  and  be  pleaied, 
would  pais  thofe  hours  in  a  free  and  unrellruned  in* 
|ercl)ahge  (^  fentinients,  which  otherwife  had  been^ 
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Ipcnt  at  home  in  painful  refleftion.  The  peribns 
who  compofed  this  little  fociety  were  nine  in  num- 
ber:'*! will  mention  their  names,  and,  as  well  as  I  am 
able,  give  a  flight  (ketch  of  the  fevcral  charafters  of 
fuch  of  them  as  cannot  now  be  afFefted  by  cither  praife 
or  blame:  they  were,  the  reverend  Dr.  Salter,  father  of 
the  late  matter  of  the  Charterhoufe, — Dr.  Hawkcf- 
worth, —  Mn  Ryland  a  merchant,  a  relation  of  his,-^ 
Mr.  John  Payne  then  a  bookfeller,  but  now  or  very 
lately  chief  accountant  of  the  bank,^— Mr.  Samuel  Dyer 
a  learned  young  man  intended  for  the  diflenting  mi- 
niftry, — Dr.  William  M^Ghie  a  Scots  phyfician,— Dr. 
Edmund  Barker,  a  young  phyfician, — Dr.  Richard 
Bathiirft  alfo  a  young  phyfician,  and  myfelf. 

Dr.  Samuel  Salter  was  a  Cambridge  divine,  whom 
fome  difagreement  between  him  and  his  children  had 
driven  from  his  abode  at  Norwich,  at  the  age  of 
feventy,  to  fettle  in  Lx)ndon.  Being  thus  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  he  could  carry  his  recolleftion'back 
to  the  time  when  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  was  yet  ^  mem-* 
ber  of  that  univerfity,  and  would  frequently  entertain 
us  with  particulars  refpedting  him.  He  was  a  digni- 
tary of  the  church,  1  think  archdeacon  of  Norfolk^ 
a  man  of  general  reading,  but  no  deep  fcholar :  he 
was  well-bred,  courteous,  and  affable,  and  enlivened 
converfation  by  the  relation  ^f  a  variety  of  curious 
fafts,  of  which  his  memory  was  the  only  regifter. 

Dr.  Hawkefworth  is  a  charafter  well  known  in  the 
literary  world :  I  fliall  not  attempt  a  delineation  of  it, 
as  I  find  in  the  biographic  dictionary  an  article  for  him 
in  the  words  following  : 

'  John  Hawkefworth,  an  Englifh  writer  of  a  very 
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^  foft  and  pleafing  caft,  was  born  about  the  year 
^  17 1 9,  though  his  epitaph,  as  we  find  it  in   the 

*  Gentlcman^s  Magazine/'  for  Auguft  178 1>  mikes 

*  him  to  have  been  born  in  17 15.     He  was  brought 

*  up  to  a  mechanical  profeflion,   that  of  a  watch* 

*  maker,  as  is  fuppofed  * .    He  was  of  the  fed  of  prei- 

*  byterians,  and  a  member  of  the  celebrated  Tom 

*  Bradbury's  meettng,  from  which  he  was  expelled 

*  for  fome  irregularities.  He  afterwards  devoted 
^  himfelf  to  literature,  and  became  an  author  of  con- 

*  fiderable  eminence.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
'  his  circumftances  were  rather  confined.    He  refided 

*  fome  time  at  Bromley  in  Kent,  where  his  wife  kept 
'  a  boarding-fchool.  He  afterwards  became  known 
'  to  a  lady,  who  had  great  property  and  intereft  in  the 

*  Eaft-India  company  j   and,    through  her  means, 

*  was  chofen  a  direftor  of  that  body.    As.  aii  author, 

*  his  *  Adventurer'  is  his  capital  work ;  the  merits  of 

*  which,  if  we  miftake  not,  procured  him  the  degree 

*  ofL.  L.D.  from  Herring,  archbiftiop  of  Canter- 

*  bury.    When  the  defign  of  compiling  a  narrative 

*  of  the  difcovcries  in  the  South  feas  was  on  foot,  he 

*  was  recommended  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  em- 

*  ployed  on  the  occafion ;  but,  in  truth,  he  was  not  a 

*  proper  perfon,  nor  did  the  performance  anfwer  ex- 

*  peftation.  Works  of  taftc  and  elegance,  where  ima- 
'  gination  and  the  paffions  were  to  be  affefted,  were 

*  his  province  j  not  works  of  dry,  cold,  accurate  nar-^ 

*  rative.    However,  he  executed  his  talk,  and  is  faid 

*  This  is  a  miihke.    He  had  been  taught  no  art  butthat  of 
wridng»  and  was  a  lured  clerk  to  one  Harwood  an  attorney  in  Gro- 
ccn*  alley,  in  the  Poultry, 
I  *  to 
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*  to  have  received  for  it  the  enormous  fum  of  6ooo1« 
«  He  died  in  177 j,  fome  fay  of  high  living>  others, 

*  of  chagrin  from  the  ill  reception  rf  his  *  Narrative  :* 
^  for  he  was  a  man  of  the  keenell:  Jenfibility,  and  ob* 
^  no3dous  to  all  the  evils  of  fuch  irritable  natures/ 

Mr.  Samud  Dyer  was  theibnof  a  jeweller  of  emi- 
nence in  th?  city,  lAiOy  by  his  ingenuity  and  induftry 
had  acquired  a  competent  fortune.  He,  as  alio  his 
wife,  were  diflenters,  pcrfons  very  rcligioufly  diipof- 
ed,  members  of  Chandler's  congregation  in  the  Old 
Jewry,  and  this  their  youngeft  fon  was  educated  by  pro* 
feBbr  Ward,  at  the  time  when  he  kept  a  private  fchool 
in  one  of  the  alleys  near  Moorfields ;  and  from  thence, 
being  intended  by  his  father  for  the  diflentiiig  miniP 
trji  was  removed  to  Dr.  Dodderidgc's  academy  at 
Northampton.  After  having  finiihed  his  ftudies  in 
this  fcminary,  he  was  removed  to  Glalgow,  where,  un- 
der Dr.  Hutchefbn,  he  was  inftrufted  in  the  writings  of 
the  Greek  moralifts,  and  went  through  feveral  courfes 
of  ethics  and  metaphyfics.  To  complete  this  plan 
of  a  learned  education,  the  elder  Mr.  Dyer,  by  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Chandler,  fent  his  fon  to  Leyden, 
with  a  view  to  his  improvement  in  the  Hebrew 
literature  under  Schultens,  a  celebrated  profeilbr  in 
that  univerfity.  After  two  years'  ftay  abroad,  Mr. 
Dyer  returned,  eminently  qualified  for  the  exercdfe 
of  that  profefTion  to  which  his  ftudies  had  been 
direfted,  and  great  were  the  hopes  of  his  friends 
that  he  would  become  one  of  its  ornaments.  To 
ipeak  of  his  attainments  in  knowledge,  he  was  an 
excellent  claflical  fcholar,  a  great  mathematician  and 
natjjral  philofbphcr,  well  verfcd  in  the  Hebrew,  and 
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mafter  of  the  Latin,  French  and  Italian  languages* 
Added  to  diefe  endowments^  he  was  of  a  temper  (o 
nnid,  and  in  his  converfation  and  demeanour  fo  mo*- 
deft  and  unaiHiming,  that  he  eng^iged  the  attention 
iod  afieftion  of  all  around  him«  In  all  queftions  of^ 
icience,  Johnibn  looked  up  to  him>  and  in  his  life  of" 
Watcs>  ammg  the  poets,  has  cited  an  obfervation  of 
his,  dat  Watts  had  ^  confounded  the  idea  x>f  (pace 
'  with  that  of  empty  fpace,  and  did  not  confider  thar 
'  though  fpace  might  be  without  matter,  yet  matter 
<  being  extended,  could  not  be  without  fpace/ 

It  was  now  expected  that  Mr.  Dyer  would  attach 
himfelf  to  the  profeflion  for  which  fo  liberal  aitd  ex* 
penfive  an  education  was  intended  to  qualify  him,  and 
that  he  would,  tinder  all  the  difcouragements  that  ar->^ 
temi  non-conformity,  appear  as  a  public  teacher,  and 
by  preaching  give  afpecimen  of  hi$  talents ;  and  thb 
was  the  more  wilhed,  as  he  was  a  confbant  attendant 
M  divine  worfhip,  and  the  whole  of  his  behaviour 
ibitcd  to  fuch  a  charafter.  But  being  prefled  by 
myiidf  and  other  of  his  friends,  he  difcovered  an 
avtrfenefs  to  die  undertaking,  wluch  we  conceived  to 
arife  from  modefty,  but  (bme  time  after  found  to  have 
^mng  from  Another  caufe. 

In  this  feeming  flate  of  fufpence,  being  mailer  of  hia 
time,  his  friend  Dr.  Chandler  found  out  for  him  an 
employment  exactly  fuitable  to  his  talents.  Dr.  Da^ 
nid  Williams,  a  diffenting  minifter,  who  by  marriage 
had  become  the  owner  of  a  very  plentiful  ellate,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  library  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  rf 
his  profcffion,  in  Redcrofs  ftreet,  by  his  will  had  di- 
TC<ted  that  certain  controverfial,  and  other  religious 

trails 
6 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ilH  t  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

trafts  of  his  writing,  fliould  be  tranflated  into  Latm^ 
and  printed^thc  fecond  year  after  his  death,  and  five 
hundred  of  each  given  away,  and  this  bequeft  to  be  re- 
peated when  that  number  was  difpofed  of. 

This  part  of  his  will  had  remained  unexecuted  from 
about  the  year  17 15,  and  Dn  Chandler  being  a  truftec 
for  the  performance  of  it,  and  empowered  to  offer  an 
equivalent  to  any  ohe  that  he  fhould  think  eqxial  to 
the  undertaking,  propofed  it  to  Mr,  Dyer,  and  he 
accepted  it ;  but  fmall  was  his  progrefs  in  it  before  it 
began  tb  grow  irkfome,  and  the  cohipleting  of  the 
tranflation  was  referred  to  fome  one  lefs  averfe  to  la* 
bour  than  himfelfl 

Having  thus  got  rid  of  an  employment  to  which  no 
periualions  of  his  friends  nor  profpefts  of  future  ad«» 
vantage  could  reconcile  him,  he  became,  as  it  were, 
emancipated  from  the  bondage  of  puritanical  forms 
aiid  modes  of  living.  Mr.  Dyer  commenced  a  man  of 
the  world,  and  with  a  fbber  and  temperate  deliberation 
rcfolved  on  a  participation  of  its  pleafures  and  enjoy- 
ments. His  company,  though  he  was  rather  a  filent 
than  a  talkative  man,  was  courted  by  many,  and  he 
had  frequent  invitations  to  dinners,  to  fuppers,  and 
card-parties.  By  thefe  means  he  became  infenfibly 
a  votary  of  pleafurc,  and  to  juftify  this  choice,  had  rea- 
foned  himfelf  into  a  perfuafion  that,  not  only  in  the 
moral  government  of  the  world  but  in  human  man- 
ners, through  all  the  changes  and  fluduations  of 
fafliion  and  caprice,  whatever  is,  is  right.  With 
this  and  other  opinions  equally  tending  to  corrupt 
his  mind,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  he  began  to 
grow  indifferent  to  the  ftrift  praftice  of  rcKgion,  and 
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the  €vent  Ihewed  itfelf  in  a  gradual  declination  from 
the  exercifes  of  it,  and  hi§  eafy  compliance  with  in- 
vitations to  Sunday  evening  parties,  in  which  mere 
converfation  was  not  the  chief  amufen^nt. 

In  his  difcourfe  he  was  exceedingly  clofe  and  re- 
f<?rved :  it  was  neverthelefs  to  be  remarked  of  him, 
that  he  looked  upon  the  reftraints  on  a  life  of  pleafure 
with  an  unapproving  eye.  He  had  an  exquifite  palate, 
and  bad  improved  his  reliih  for  meats  and  drinks  up 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  refinement,  that  I  once  found  him 
in  a  fit  of  melancholy  occafioned  by  a  difcovery  that 
he  had  loft  his  tafte  for  olives  1 

He  was  a  man  of  deep  refleftion,  and  very  able  iil  con- 
verfation on  mott  topics ;  and  after  he  had  determined 
on  his  courfe  of  life,  which  was,  to  be  of  no  profcflion, 
but  to  become  a  gentleman  at  large,  living  much  at 
the  houfes  of  his  friends,  he  feemed  to  adopt  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  man  of  fafhion.  In  a  vifit  that  he  made 
with  a  friend  to  Fraace,  he  met  with  a  book  with  the  title 
of  *  Les  Mceurs'  with  which  he  was  greatly  delight- 
ed, and  at  length  became  fo  enamoured  of  it,  and  that 
free  and  liberal  fpirit  which  it  manifefts,  that,  after  a 
con(U£t  with  his  natural  indolence,  irt  which  he  came 
oflf  the  viftor,  he  formed  a  refolution  to  tranflate  it 
into  Englifh ;  but  after  a  fmall  progrefs  in  the  work, 
the  enemy  rallied,  anddefeated  him.  Cave  was  his 
printer,  and  had  worked  off  only  a  few  Iheets  wh^ 
Mr.  Qy^**'^  ftock  of  copy  was  exhaufted,  and  hi^ 
bookieller  found  himfclf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
getting  the  tranflation  finifhed  by  another  hand,  whichj 
he  did,  employing  for  the  purpofe  a  Mr,  CoUyer,  the 
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author  of  *  Letters  from  Felicia  to  Charlotte,''  anc£ 
other  innocent  and  fomc  ufeful  publications*'  The 
tranflation  was  completed,  btrt,  iJpon  its  being  fcnr 
sd>ioad,  met  with  a  rival  one  that  invdved  Cave,  who 
.was  interested  iA  the  fuccefs  of  the  book,  in  an  adver* 
tifement-war,.  which  he  was  left  to-condu&ashe  could. 

Few  who  are  acquainted  with  this  book>  will  blame^ 
tor  wondet  at  Mr*  Dyer's  partiahty  for  it*  It  is  a  work 
replete  with  good  fcnfe,  fctting  forth  the  excellence 
and  the  xeafoaaUenefs  of  mord  virtue,  in  lan- 
guage fo  elegant  and  lively,  and  with  fuch  forci- 
V  ble  perfuafion,  as  cannot  but  win  on  a  mind  open  tcK 
inftruaion. 

The  earl  of  Chefterfield's  voluminous  e^diortadons. 
to  his  fon  have  been,  by  fome>,  efteemcd  a  fyftentt 
of  education,  a  fjrftcm  which  finks  into  nothing  wheir 
compared,  either  in  its  foundation  or  tendency,  ta 
that  contained  in  this,  concife  code  of  «thics.  His 
lordlhip  teaches^  the  bafer  arts  as  means  ta  that  im- 
portant end,,  fucccfe  in  the  world  ^  this  writer,  that 
the  good  opinion>  of  mankind  is  never  ta  be  pur- 
chafed  by  deviating  from  the  rule  of  right,  and 
that  wc  fcek  in  vain  for  happincfs,  if  we  do  not 
exert  ourfelves  in  the  difchargc  of  our  feveral  duties^ 
Principles,  fuch  as  thefe>  the  difciples  of  the  Graces 
are  not  likely  to  relilh ;  but  it  is  ncverthelcls  true, 
that  the  unaffuming,  the  benevolwt  author  of  *  Lcs- 
«  Moeurs*  underftood  the  art  of  forming  the  cha- 
tafter  of  a  really  fine  gentleman,  much  better  than 
he  who  uught  that  infamy  was  the  road  to  honour. 
In  ihort,  this  is  a  work,  in  praife  of  which  there  is  no- 
danger  of  being  too^lavifli,  for  thofc  muft  be  wife 
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indeed  who  are  not  informed  by  it,  and  incorrigible 
mthcie  tempers  arc  not  mended  hy  it. 

What  then  fliall  we  fay  of  Mr.  Dyer  who  could 
read  it,  approve  k,  and  fo  far  fhake  off  his  natural 
phlegm  as  to  declare  himfelf  fafcinated  by,  and 
aftuaUy  begin  a  tranflation  of  it,  yet  could  abandon 
his  work,  and  Gsfk  into  the  very  character  againft 
which  it  was  an  antidote,  but  that  floth  had  ob^ 
uined  the  dominion  over  him,  that  a  paralyds  had 
feized  his  mental  faculties,  and  that  rejecting  the 
prudent  counfek,  the  moral  precepts,  and  the  reli- 
gious inftru&ion  contained  in  this  elegant  traft,  he 
had  given  himfelf  up  to  criminal  indolence  and  felf- 
gratification»  and  defeated  the  hopes  ef  his  bell 
friends? 

In  the  tranflation  into  Englifh^  much  of  the  fpirit  q£ 
the  original  has  evaporated  -,  but  it  has  merit,  as  fome 
pardculars  which  the  difi^rent  manners  of  the  two 
nations  made  it  fit  to  alter,  are  properly  adapted  in  it 
to  the  genius  of  our  country,  and  indeed  the  tranfla- 
tion^ even  if  it  had  had  lefs  claim  to  our  regard,  mufl: 
have  been  acceptable,  as  it  extended  the  benefits  (^ 
this  valuable  tradt. 

Dyer's  fupport,  in  the  idle  way  of  life  which  he  Had 
made  choice  of,  was  the  produce  of  a  patrimony  in  the 
funds,  that  could  not  be  great;  his  father,  from 
whom  he  derived  it,  having  left,  befides  himfelf,  a  wi- 
dow,  an  elder  fon  and  adaughter.  Johnfon  and  mylclf, 
that  he  might  be  getting  Ibmething,  ftrongly  preflfcd 
Aim  to  write  the  life  of  Erafmus  ;  but  he  could  not 
be  induced  to  undertake  it*  A  work  dC  lefs  labour, 
but  lefs  worthy  of  him,  he  was  however  prevailed  on 
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.by  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  the  furgeon,  to  engage  in : 
this  was  a  revifion  of  the  old  tranflation  of  Plutarch's 
lives  by  fcveral  hands.  He  undertook,  and,  with 
heavy  complaints  of  the  labour  of  his  talk,  completed 
it,  and  had  for  his  reward  from  Mr.  Draper  the  part- 
ner of  Mr.  Tonfon,  whom  Mr.  Sharp  had  folicited  to 
find  fome  employment  for  him,  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
pounds. 

While  he  was  a  member  of  the  club,  Johnfbn  fuf- 
pefled  that  his  religious  principles,  for  which  at 
firft  he  honoured  him,  were  giving  way,  and  it  was 
whifpered  to  me  by  one  who  feemed  plea&d  that  he 
was  in  the  fecret,  that  Mr.  Dyer's  religion  was  that  of 
Socrates.  What  farther  advances  he  made  in  Theifm 
I  could  not  learn,  nor  will  I  venture  to  affcrt,  that 
which  fome  cxpreffions  that  I  have  heard  drop  from 
him  led  me  to  fear,  viz.  that  he  denied,  in  the  philo- 
fophical  fenfe  of  the  term,  the  freedom  of  the  human 
wUlj  and  fettled  in  materialifm  and  its  confequent 
tenets. 

As  all  his  determinations  were  flow  and  deliberate, 
and  feemed  to  be  the  refult  of  reafon  and  refledlion, 
the  change  in  his  principles  and  condud  here  noted 
was  gradual.  Of  this  the  firft  fymptoms  were  an 
imbecillity  to  refift  any  temptation  abroad  on  a  Sun- 
day evening,  that  (hould  eafe  him  of  the  trouble  of 
fuch  exercifes  as  he  had  been  accuftomcd  to  perfonn 
in  the  family  of  his  mother,  and  an  eager  curiofity  in 
the  perufal  of  books  notmcrely  of  entertainment,  but 
of  fuch,  as  together  with  a  knowledge  of  the  world, 
furnilhed  his  mind  with  fuch  palliatives  of  vice  as  made 
him  half  a  convert  to  it. 
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While  his  mind  was  in  this  ftate  of  trepidation,  a 
young  gentleman  who  had  been  a  fcllow-ftudent  with 
l>im  at  Leyden,  arrived  in  England,  difordered  in  his 
health,  of  whom  and  whofe  converfation  he  became  fo 
enamoured,  that  to  entertain  him  while  he  was  feek- 
ijig  the  recovery  of  it.  Dyer  was  almoft  loft  to  all  the 
reft  of  jiis  friends.     To  thofe  with  whom  he  was  moft 
intimate,  he  would,  notwithftanding  the  clofenefs  of 
bis  nature,  dcfcribe  him  and  dilplay  his  attraftions, 
which  as  he  reprefented  them,  were  learning,  wit,  po- 
litenefs,  elegance,  particularly  in  the  article  of  drefs  j 
free  and  open  manners,   a  genteel  figure,  and  other 
perfonal  charms  that  rendered  him  the  delight  of  the 
female  fex.     It  was  a  queftion  that  fome  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  was  thus  open  would  frequently  a(k  him, 

*  What  are  the  moft  of  thefe  qualifications  to  you, 

*  Mr.  Dyer,  who  are  a  man  of  a  different  charafter  ? 

*  you  who  I^now  the  value  of  wifdom,  and  have  a  mind 

*  fraught  with  knowledge,  which  you  are  capable  of 
'  applying  to  many  beneficial  purpofes,  can  never  be 
'  emulous  of  thofe  diftinftions  which  difcriminate  a 

*  man  of  pleafure  from  a  phllofopher :'  his  anfwers  to 
which  ferved  only  to  ftiew  that  his  judgment  was 
corrupted :  The  habitation  of  his  friend,  whom  he 
thus  vifited,  was  a  brothel,  and  his  difeafe  fuch 
as  thofe  feldom  efcape  who  frequent  houfes  of  lewd 
relbrt.  The  folicitude  which  the  females  in  that 
place  Ihewed  for  the  recovery  of  his  friend,  their  clofc  . 
attendance  on  him,  and  afliduity  in  adminiftering  to 
him  his  rnedicines,  and  fupplying  all  his  wants,  he 
attributed  to  genuine  love;  and  feemed  almoft  to  envy 
ii)  him  that  power  which   could  intcreft  fo  many 
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young  perfons  of  the  other  fcx  iti  the  refloration  of 
his  health. 

What  effeft  thefe  vifits,  and  the  blandilhn\ents  to 
which,  as  often  as  he  made  them,  he  was  a  witneft, 
had  upon  Dyer,  I  know  not,  fave  that  to  defeat  the 
Enchantments  of  thefe  fyrens  he  praftlfed  none  of  the 
arts  of  Ulyfles  :  on  the  contrary,  they  feemed  to  have 
wrought  in  him  an  opinion,  that  thofe  miftook  riieir 
intercft,  and  fliewed  their  ignorance  of  human  life,  who 
abftained  from  any  pleafure  that  difturbed  not  the 
quiet  of  families  or  the  order  of  focicty ;  that  natural 
appetites  required  gratification,  and  were  not  to  be 
difmifled  without  it  j  that  the  indulgence  of  the  iraf- 
ciblc  paffions  alone  was  vice ;  and  that  to  live  in  peace 
with  all  mankind,  and  in  a  temper  to  do  good  offices, 
was  the  mod  eflential  part  of  our  duty. 

Having  admitted  thefe  principles  into  his  mind,  he 
fetded  into  a  fobcr  fenfualift ;  in  a  perfeft  confiftcncy 
with  which  charafter,  he  was  content  to  eat  the  bread 
of  idlenefs,  laying  himfelf  open  to  the  invitations 
of  thofe  that  kept  the  beft  tables,  and  contra6ting 
intimacies  with  men  not  only  of  oppofite  parties,  but 
with  fome  who  feemed  to  have  abandoned  all  prin-^ 
ciple,  whether  religious,  political  or  moral.  The 
houfes  of  many  fuch  in  fucceflion  were  his  home  5  and 
for  the  gratifications  of  a  well-fpread  table,  choice 
wines,  variety  of  company,  card-parties,  and  a  par- 
ticipation in  all  domeftic  amufements  and  recreations, 
the  owners  thought  themfelves  recompenfed  by  his 
converfation  and  the  readinefs  with  which  he  accon:-*^ 
modated  himfelf  to  all  about  him.  Nor  was  he  ever 
at  a  lois  for  reafons  to  juftify  this  abufe  of  his  parts  or 
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ivrdle  of  his  time:  he  looked  upon  the  practice  of  tUe 
"world  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  diought  it  did  not  be- 
come an  indhridual  to  refill  it. 

By  the  death  of  his  mother^  his  l>rother  ainA  fifler, 
all  of  whom  he  furvived,  he  became  pofTelled  of 
about  8000L  in  the  funds^  which»  as  he  was  an 
<sconomift  and  inclined  to  no  extraragance,  it  feemed 
liighly  improbable  he  would  ever  be  tempted  to  difli- 
pate  ;  but  he  had  cono^ed  a  fatal  intimacy  with 
feme  peilbns  of  ddperatc  fortunes,  who  were  dealers 
in  India  flxxrk,  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  the  coni- 
pany  were  in  a  ftate  of  flu6hiation  $  and  diough\ 
from  his  indolent  and  abftrafted  temper  of  mind  and 
ignorance  of  bufinefs^  the  lail  man  to  ht  fuipefted  of 
yielding  to  fuch  delufions,  he  firft  invefted  all  he  had 
m  that  precarious  fund,  andjiext  became  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  a  diredor  of  the  company,  but  failed 
in  his  attempt.  After  this,  he  entered  into  engage- 
ments for  the  purchafe  or  fale  of  (bock,  and  by  violat- 
ing them^  made  (hipwreck  of  his  honour.  Laftly,  he 
made  other  contrafts  of  the  like  kind,  to  the  per- 
formance whereof  he  was  ftriftly  bound :  thefe  turned 
out  againft  him,  and  fwallowed  the  whole  of  his 
fortune.  About  the  time  of  this  event  he  was  fei^ed 
with  a  quinfcy,  which  he  was  affured  was  mortal ; 
but  whether  he  refigned  himfelf  to  the  flow  operation 
of  diat  difeafe,  or  precipitated  his  end  by  an  aft  of 
ielf-violence,  was,  and  yet  is^  a  queftion  among  his 
friends.  He  left  not  in  money  or  effefts  fufficient  to 
defray  the  expence  of  a  decent  funeral,  and  the  laft 
office  of  humanity  towards  him  was  performed  by  one 
of  thoiie  who  had  been  acceflary  to  his  ruin.   A  por- 
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trait  of  him  was  painted  by  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  and 
from  it  a  mezzotinto  was  fcraped,  the  print  whereof, 
as  he  was  little  known,  fold  only  to  his  friends ;  a 
fmgular  ufe  however  was  made  of  it :  Bell,  the  pub- 
lilher  of  the  Englifti  poets,  caufed  an  fengraving  to  be 
made  from  it/  and  prefixed  it  to  the  poems  of  Mu 
John  Dyer.  , 

I  h^ve  been  thus  particular  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
accomplifhed  and  hopeful  young  man,  whom  I  once 
loved  with  the  affedtion  of  a  brother,  with  a  view  to 
Ihew  the  tendency  of  idlenefs,  and  to  point  out  at 
what  avenues  vice  may  gain  admittance  in  minds 
feemingly  the  mod  ftrongly  fortified-  The  aflailable 
part  of  his  was  laxity  of  principle :  at  this  entered 
infidelity,  which  was  followed  by  fuch  temptations  to 
pleafure  as  he  could  fee  no  reafon  to  refill:  thefe. 
Jed  on  defires  after  the  means  of  gratification,  and 
the  purfuit  of  them  was  his  deftruftion. 

M'Ghie  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  educated, 
in  one  of  the  univerfities  of  that  country,  for  the  pro- 
feffion  of  pbyfic.  In  the  rebellion  in  1745,  he,  with 
a  party  of  young  men  who,  as  volunteers,  had  aflbci- 
ated  on  the  fide  of  government,  bore  arms,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  fkirmilh  at  Falkirk,  which  he  ever 
fpoke  of  as  an  ill-condufted  bufinefs.  When  mat- 
ters were  become  pretty  quiet  in  Scotland,  he  took  a 
doftor's  degree,  and  came  to  London,  where,  trufting 
to  the  friendfhip  of  his  countrymen  he  hoped  to 
fucceed  in  praftice,  but  the  town  was  overftocked 
with  Sf  otch  phyficians,  and  he  met  with  fmall  en- 
courageipent,  though,  by  the  favour  of  Dr.  Benja- 
min Aycry,  the  treafurer  of  Guy's  hofpital,  who  had 
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been  a  diflenting  teacher,  and  at  that  time  was  at  the 
head  of  that  intereft,  he  got  to  be  elefted  one  of  the 
phyficiansof  that  charity.  He  was  a  learned,  ingenious, 
and  modeft  man  j  and  one  of  thofe  few  of  his  country 
whom  Johnfon  could  endure^  To  fay  the  truth,  he. 
treated  him  with  great  civility,  and  may  almoft  be 
laid  to  have  loved  him.  He  inherited  a  patrimony 
too  fmall  for  his  fubfiftence,  and  failing  in  his  hope  of 
getting  forward  in  his  profeflion,  died  of  a  broken 
heart,  and  was  buried  by  a  contribution  of  his 
friends. 

Barker,  being  by  education  a  diflenter,  was  fcnt  to 
ftudy  phyfic  at  Leyden,  from  whence  he  returned 
about  the  time  I  aif  fpeaking  of.  He  was  introduced 
to  us  by  Dyer,  and  had  been  a  fellow-ftudent  with 
him  und  with  Akenfide,  Alkew,  Munckley,  Mr. 
Dyfon  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  others,  few 
of  whom  arc  now  living.  From  the  converfation  of 
thcfe  perfons,  he  learned  the  principles  of  lord  Shaftes- 
bury's philofophy,  and  became,  as  moft  of  them  were, 
a  favourer  of  his  notions,  aqd  an  acute  reafoner  on  the 
fubjed:  of  ethics.  He  was  an  excellent  claflical  fcho- 
lar,  a  deep  metaphyfician,  and  had  enriched  his  fancy 
by  reading  the  Italian  poets  ;  but  he  was  a  thoughdeis 
young  man,  and  in  all  his  habits  of  drefs  and  ap- 
pearance fo  flovenly  as  made  him  the  jeft  of  all  his 
companions.  Phyficians  in  his  time  were  ufed  to  be 
full  drefled;  and  in  his  garb  of  a  full  fuit,  a  brown 
tyc-wig  with  a  knot  over  one  Ihoulder,  and  a  long 
yellow-hilted  fword,  and  his  hat  under  his  arm,  he 
was  a  caricature.  In  his  religious  principles  he  pro- 
fkikd  himfelf  an  unitarian,  for  which  Johnfon  fo  often 
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ihubbed  him^  that  his  vifics  to  us  became  lefs  and  le6 
frequent.  After  fuch  a  defcription  as  that  above,  it 
is  needlefs  to  add  that  Barker  fucceeded  ill  in  his 
profeffion*  Upon  his  leaving  us,  he  went  to  praftife  at 
Trowbridge  in  Wiltfliire,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
returned  to  L^ondon,  and  became  librarian  to  the  col*' 
lege  of  phyficians,  in  the  room  of  Edwards  the  omi- 
thologift;  but  for  fome  mifbehaviour  was  difplaced, 
and  died  in  obfcurity. 

Dr.  Richard  Bathurfl  was  a  native  of  Jamaiqa,  and 
the  fon  of  an  eminent  planter  in  that  ifland,  who 
celling  to  ietde  in  England,  placed  his  fbnin  London, 
in  order  to  qualify  him  &r  the  praAice  of  phyfic.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  ihidies  he  became  acquainted  with 
Johnfon,  and  was  gready  beloved  by  him  for  the  preg- 
nancy of  his  p^uts  and  the  elegance  of  his  manners.  Be- 
fides  thefe  he  poflefledthe  qualities  that  were  mod  like* 
ly  to  recommend  him  in  his  profeflion ;  but,  want-* 
ing  friends,  could  make  no  way  in  it.  He  had  juft 
intereft  enough  (o  be  chofen  phyfician  to  an  holpital 
that  was  fupported  by  precarious  donations,  and 
which  yielded  him  little  or  no  recompence  for  his 
attendance,  which,  as  it  was  only  a  few  hours  on  cer- 
tain days  in  the  weekf  left  him,  in  a  great  meafure, 
mailer  of  his  time,  Qf  this  he  was  a  good  manager, 
employing  it  in  the  ftudies  relative  to  hi*  profeflion, 
and  the  improvement  of  himfelf  in  polite  literature. 
In  conjunction  with  Johnfon,  Hawkc(worth,  and 
others,  he  wrote  *  the  Adventurer,'  a  periodical  paper 
that  will  hereafter  be  fpoken  of,  purfuing  at  the  fzmt 
time  the  mod  prudent  and  probable  methods  for  ac« 
quiring  reputation  and  advancing  himfelf  in  his  pro- 
feflion I    but  mifllng  of  fuccefs,   he   embraced  the 
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oficrof  an  appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  artny  thae 
was  fent  on  the  expedition  againft  the  Havanm^^ 
where,  foon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  feized  with  n 
fever  that  then  raged  among  the  troops,  and  which^ 
before  he  cx>uld  be  a  witne^  of  die  rcduftion  of  the 
place,  put  a  period  to  an  innocent  and  ufeful  life. 

The  Spani^ds  have  a  proverb,  that  he  who  intendsr 
to  be  pope  muft  think  of  nothing  elfe.  BathurA; 
diought  of  becoming  an  eminent  London  phyfician,  and 
omitted  no  means  to  attain  that  charafter :  he  fhidied 
hard,  drcffed  well,  and  aflbciated  with  thofe  who  were 
likely  to  bring  him  forward,  but  he  failed  in  his  endea* 
vours,  and  fhortly  before  his  leaving  England  confefTed 
to  Johnfon,  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years*  exercife  of 
his  faculty,  he  had  never  opened  his  hand  to  more 
than  one  guinea. 

The  failure  of  three  fbch  perlbns  as  thofe  above^ 
mentioned,  in  a  profeffion  iifwhich  very  many  igno" 
rant  men  have  been  known  to  fucceed  *,  was  matto^ 
of  wonder  to  Johnfon  and  all  that  knew  them.  He 
obeyed  that  pt^qpt  of  Scripture,  which  exhorts  us  ta 
honour  the  phyfician,  and  would  frequently  fay  of 
thofe  of  this  country,  that  they  did  more  good  to 
mankind,  without  a  profpeft  of  reward,  than  any  pro- 
feflion  of  men  whatever.  Bathurft's  want  of  encourage* 
ment  aifefted  him  much  :  he  often  expreffed  to  me 
his  furprize,  that  a  young  man  of  his  endowments  and 
engaging  manners,  fhould  fucceed  no  better,  and  his 
difappointment  drew  from  him  a  refleftion,  which  he 
has  inferted  in  his  life  of  Akenfide,  that  by  an  acute 
obferver  who  had  looked  on  the  tranfafhons  of  the 

*  So  ignorsnt  as  to  requeft  of  the  college  tlic  indolgence  of  sit 
examinauon  inEngliih, 
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medical  world  for  half  a  century,  a  very  curious  book 
onight  be  written  on  the  fortune  of  phyficians.  Such 
a  book  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  j  and  if  any  perfdn 
hereafter  Ihall  be  induced  to  purfue  Johiifon's  hint, 
he  may  poffibly  think  the  following  remarks  which 
have  joccurred  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  intimacy 
with  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  p'rofeffionj  not 
altogether  beneath  his  notice. 

Of  the  prbfeflTors  of  medicine,  in  cities  remote  from  ^ 
London  and  in  country  towns,  I  know  but  little ;  but 
in  the  metropolis  I  am  able  tq  fay,  that  in  my  time 
not  only  the  track  of  a  young  phyfician  was  pretty 
plainly  pointed  out,  and  it  is  curious  to  follow  it,  but 
Aat  the  conduft  of  fuchan  one  was  reducible  to  a 
fyftem.  Mead  was  the  fon  of  a  non-conforming 
minifter  the  teacher  of  a  numerous  congregation, 
who  trufting  to  his  influence  over  them*,  bred 
his  fon  a  phyfician,  with  what  fuccefs  is  weU 
known  f  •  He  raifcd  the  medical  charafter  to  fuch 
a  height  of  dignity '  as  was  never  fcen  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  His  example  was  an  inducement 
with  others  of  the  diflcnting  miaifters  tp  make  phy- 

•  The  intercft  which  the  diflenting  teachers  had  with  the 
members  of  their  feveral  congregations,  though  now  but  little 
known,  was  formerly  very  great,  and  in  my  memory  was  fuch, 
that  fcarcely  any  member  of  a  feparate  congregation  would  difpofe 
of  a  daughter,  or  make  a  purchafe,  or  advance  a  fum  of  money  on, 
a  mortgage,  without  firft  confulting  his  pallor, 

•J- 1  have  heard  it  faid,  that  when  Mead  began  to  praftife,  he  was^ 
a  conftant  frequenter  of  the  meeting  at  Stepney,  where  his  father 
preached ;  and  that  when  he  was  fcnt  for  out  of  the  zffcmhly^ 
which  he  often  was,  his  father  would  in  his  prayer  iniert  a  petition, 
in  behalf  of  the  fick  perfon.  1  once  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon, 
who  faid  it  was  too  grofs  for  belief;  but  it  was  not  fo  at  Batfon's  : 
it  paffed  there  as  a  current  tradition. 
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ficians  of  their  fons.  Oldfield,  Clark,  Nefbit,  Lobb, 
and  Munckley  were  the  fons  of  diffenting  teiachef^ 
and  they  generally  fucceeded.  The  hofpital  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  that  of  Guy,  in  Southwark,  were.both 
under  the  government  of  diflenters  and  whigs ;  and 
as  foon  as  any  one  became  phyfician  of  either,  his 
fortune  was  looked  upon  as  made.  The  mention 
of  this  circumftance  brings  to  my  remembrance  a 
conteft,  that,  to  a  degree,  proves  the  truth  of  my 
aflertion.  Dr.  afterwards  Sir  Edward,  Hulfe  had 
been  fome  years  phyfician  to  St.  Thomas's  holpital^ 
and  being  minded  to  refign,  had  fet  his  eye  upon  Dr. 
Jofeph  Letherland,  a  man  of  profound  erudition,  for 
his  fucceffor.  Hoadly,  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  had 
about  that  time  a  fon,  who  having  finilhed  his  ftudies 
in  phyfic  at  Cambridge,  had  taken  his  doftor's  de- 
gree, and  was  about  to  fettle  in  London.  Hoadly 
was  ever  the  idol  of  the  whigs  :  he  encouraged  his 
fon  to  offer  himfelf,  and  the  intereft  w^s  divided. 
Every  nerve  was  flxained,  and  Hoadly  miflcd  his  elec- 
tion by  fewer  than  ten  votes  * . 

The 

*  It  Is  remarkable  of  this  perfon«  that  upon  this  failure  he  aban- 
doned his  profefllon  ;  not  fo  much  perhaps  becaufeof  hb  difappouit- 
meat,  as  of  his  principles.  To  a  friend  of  mine  he  confefledthat.he 
ivas,  as  to  the  effects  of  medicine,  a  fceptic ;  for  that  apon  the 
principles  of  philorophy>  he  could  not  account  for  the  operation -of 
any  one  medicine  on  the  human  bo4y.  He  feemed  in  this  inftaoce 
to  have  adopted  the  fentiments  of  Montaigne^  who  entertained  the 
£une  doubt  t  and»  fome  where  in  his  eflay;,  defcribes  a  phyfician 
patting  a  pill  into  a  patient's  mouth,  with  a  commiffion.  to  foUw¥ 
the  circnlatio]y>  and  a£l  only  on  that  part,  the  toe  for  infknce, 
to  which  it  u  directed.     Of  a  different  opinion  was  the  father 
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The  fame  advantage  attended  the  eleAion  of  it 
l&yfician  to  the  hofpitals  of  Bethlehem  and  St. 
Bartholomew,  which  arc  of  royal  foundation,  and 
have  been  under  toiy  government.  By  cultivat- 
ing an  intercfl.  with  either  of  die  two  parties,  the 
fucceffion  of  a  young  phyfician  was  almoft  infured. 
The  fiiequenting  Batlbn's  or  Child's  was  a  declaradon 
of  the  fide  he  took,  and  his  bufinefs  was  to  be  in* 
difcriminatdy  courteous  and  obiequious  to  all  men, 
CO  appear  much  abroad  and  in  public  places,  to  in- 
(creaie  his  acquaintance  and  form  good  connexions,  in 
the  doing  whereof,  a  wife,  if  he  were  married,  diac 
could  vifit,  play  at  cards,  and  tatde,  was  oftentimes 
Fery  ferviceable  f  •  A  candidate  for  pradice,  pur- 
fuingthefe  methods  and  exercifing  the  padence  of  a 

of  the  peribn  above-meiitioaed,  ^Hoadly,  Uflkop  of  Wvoche&ers 
when,  writing  againft  the  free-thinkers,  he  .put  this  ihiewd  qiie£- 
tion:  *  Were  all  the  miftakes  and  errors  of  phyfidans,  from  the 
'  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day,  colle^ed  into  a  volume, 
^  would  theyaffiord  a  goodreafon  againft taking  phyiic ?* 

t  The  medical  character,  whatever  it  is  now,  was  heretofore  « 
grave  one :  it  implies  learning  and  fagacity,  and  therefi)re,  not- 
withfianding  lord  Shaftefl>ury's  remark,  that  gravity  is  of  the  very 
cilence  of  impoifaire,  the  candidates  for  praAice,  though  ever  €o 
young,  found  it  necef&ry  to  add  to  their  endeavours  a  grave 
and  folemn  deportment,  even  to  affection.  The  phyfidantf 
in  Hogarth's  prints  are  not  caricatures ;  the  fiill  drefs,  with  a 
Iword  and  a  great  tye-wig,  and  the  hat  under  the  arm ;  and 
the  dodtors  in  confultation,  each  fkielling  to  a  gold>headed  cane 
ihapcd  like  a  parifh-beadle's  fhiff,  are  piftures  of  real  life  in 
his  time,  and  myfelf  have  feen  a  young  phyfician  thus  equip- 
ped, walk  the  fizeets  of  Londoa  without  attraabg  the  eyct  of 
paffengen* 
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j&tting-dog  fpr  half  a  fcorc  years  in  the  ^peAaticM 
of  deaths>refignations^or  other  accidents  thatoccafioa 
Tacancies>  at  the  end  thereof  either  found  himfelf  an 
fcoi|>ical  phyfician*^  and  if  of  Bethlehem  a  monopolift 
•f  one,  and  that  a  very  lucrative  branch  of  practice  j; 
or  doomed  to  ftfuggle  with  difficulties  for  the  remaiiv- 
4er  of  his  life. 

Jurin,-  Shaw,  James,  and  Ibme  few  others,,  recom^ 
Hiended  themfdves  tapra£tice  bjr  their  writings,  but 
in  general  the  methods  of  acquiring  it,.  I  fpeak  of  the 
city:,  wese  fuch  as  are  above  defcribed.  One  and  only 
one  of  the  ptofeffion  I  am  able  to  name  who  purfued 
a  different  condudt,  and  under  the  ^«ateft  difadvan^ 
tages  fucceeded. 

This  peifon  wa»^  Dr.  Meyer  Schomberg,  a  native  of 
Cologne,  who  being  a  jew,  and  as^I  have  heajd  related 
of  him,  librarian  to  fome  pesfon  of  diftkiftion  abroad, 

*  To  theft  obfeiratiDns  on  the  pvofeffien  of  phyiic,  and  the 
&te  of  its  practitioners,  I  here  add  an  anecdote  of  no  lefs  a  per- 
fim  than  Dr.  Mead  himfelf,  who  very  early  in  his  life  attained 
tt>  tliis  ftationof  eminence,  and  met  with  all  the  fubfequent  en- 
ODuragement  due  to  his  gsesLt  merit,  and  who  neverthelefs  died 
Ifi  3L  flate  of  indigence. 

The  income  anfmg  from  his  pradice  I  have  heard  eHimated  at 
700oh  a  year,  and  he  had  one  if  not  two  fortunes  left  him,  not  b^ 
lelations  but  by  friends,  no  way  allied  to  him  ;  but  his  munificence 
was  fo  great,  and  hi&  paiiion  for  colleding  books,  paintings,  and 
ouriofities*  fo  (bong,  thathe  made  no  favings^  His  manufcripts  he 
parted  with  in  his^Ufe-time  to  fnpply  his  wants,  which  towards  hi» 
end  were  become  fo  preffing,  thathe  once  requeued  of  the  late  lord 
Orrerythe  loan  offive  guineas  on  ibme  toys,  \iz.  pieces  of  kennel- 
coal  wrought  into  vafes  and  other  elegant  forms,  which  he  produced 
Iromhis  pocket.  This  flory,  incredible  as  it  may  feem,  lord  Orrery 
tokLX^hniooj-aad  fvos&hin^  had  it« 
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left  that  occupation,  and  came  and  fettled  in  Londoit* 
Being  of  no  profeifion,  and  having  the  means  of  a 
livelihood  to  feek>  he  was  at  a  paufe^  but  at  length 
deteimined  on  one^  and  took  it  up  in  a  manner  that 
will  be  beft  defcribed  by  his  own  words  to  a  friend  of 
mine.  ^  I  faid  I  was  a  phylician/  Having  thus  afliim* 
cd  a  profeffion,  he  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  the 
jews  in  Duke's,  place,  and  by  their  means  got  intro- 
duced to  the  acquaintance  of  fome  of  the  leading  men, 
merchants  and  others  of  that  religion,  who  employed 
him,  and  by  their  intereft  recommended  him  to  a 
praftice  that,  in  a  few  years  amounted,  as  he  once 
told  me  himfelf,  to  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year.     He 
was  a  man  of  an  infinuating  addrefs,  and  as  he  under- 
ftood  mankind  very  well,  having  renounced  the  ritual 
diftin£bions  of  his  religion,  he  foon  found  out  a  me- 
thod of  acquiring  popularity,  which  had  never  been 
praftifed  by  any  of  his  profeflion  ;    he  took  a  large 
houfe  in  the  city,  and  kept  a  public  table,  to  whigh, 
on  a  certain  day  in  the  week,  all  the  young  furgeons 
and  apothecaries  were  welcome,  and  at  which  all  that 
were  prefcnt   were    treated. widi   an   indifcriminate 
civility^  that  had  very  much  the  appearance  of  friend- 
(hip,  but  meant  nothing  more  than  that  they  fhould 
recommend  him  to  pradice.   The  fcheme  fucceeded ; 
in  the  year  1740,  Schomberg  had  outftripped  all  the 
city-phyficians,  and  was  in  the  annual  receipt  of  four 
thoufand  pounds. 

To  enable  him  to  prafbice,  he  had,  at  his  fetdng 
out,  procured  to  be  admitted  a  licentiate  of  the  college, 
but  that  permiilion  had  been  granted  him  with  fb  ill 
a  grace,  or  was  followed  by  fome  circumftances  that 
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provoked  his  rcfcntmcnt  fo  highly,  that  he  feerhejl  re- 
folved  on  a  perpetual  enmity  againft  thfc  members  of 
tftat  body;  who,  on  their  part,  looking  on  him  as  litde 
better  than  a  foreign  mountebank,  declined,  as  much 
ts  poflible,  meeting  him  in  confultatioh,  and  thereby, 
for  fome  time,  checked  his  praftice. 

He  had  a  fon  whom  he  brought  up  to  his  own  pro- 
feflion,  who  took  it  into  his  head,  that  having  been 
admitted  a  licentiate,  he  was  virtually  a  fellow,  and 
claimed  to  be  admitted  as  fuch  :  his  father  encou- 
raged him,  and  inftituted  a  procefs  in  his  behalf,  of 
which  there  had  been  no  precedent  fince  the  timtf 
that  Jefferies  was  chancellor.  It  was  no  lefs  than  a 
petition  to  the  king,  requefting  him,  in  the  pcrfon 
of  the  lord-chancellor,  to  exercife  his  vifitatoriaf 
power  over  the  college,  and  reftore  the  licentiates  to 
their  rights,  which,  by  their  arbitrary  proceedings,  thd 
prefident  and  fellows  had,  for  a  fucceflion  of  ages, 
deprived  them  of.  This  petition  came  on  to  be 
heard  at  Lincoln's-inn  hall,  before  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Willes,  the  lord  chief-baron  Smythe,  and  Sir 
John  Eardlcy  Wilmot,  lords  commiffioners  of  th<t 
great  feal,  but  the  allegations  therein  contained  rtof 
being  foffeciendy  fupported,  the  fame  was  difmiflcd  ; 
it  was  neverthelefs  looked  on  as  the  nftoft  formidable 
attack  on  the  college  it  had  ever  fuftained,  and  nfiay  bft 
faid  to  have  fhaken  its  conftitutioii  to  the  very  centre. 

Political  aflbciations  and  feligious  feels  are  excel- 
lent nurfes  to  young  men  of  profeflions,  efpccially  of 
that  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  j  RatclifFe  and  Freind 
owed  their  fortunes  to  the  fupport  of  the  tories  and 
Jacobites  j  Mead  and  Hulfe  to  the  whigs,  and  Schom* 
berg  to  thcjeWs,    Thequakers  alfo,  no  eontcmptible 
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body  of  men,  had  power  and  intereft  fufficient  to 
introduce  into  great  pradtice  one  of  their  own  deno^ 
mination  j  this  was  John  Fothergill,  a  young  man  of 
parts  and  induftry,  who  being  bred  an  apothecary, 
and^  having  obtained  a  Scotch  degree,  fettled  in 
London,  and  attached  himfelf  to  Schomberg,  taking 
him,  in  many  parts  of  his  condudt,  for  his  exemplar: 
fo  that,  upon  Schomberg's  deceafe,  he  Aid  into  his 
praftice,  and  became  one  of  the  moft  popular  of 
the  city  phyficians.  Thefe  two  perfons,  firft  one, 
and  then  the  other,  for  full  thirty  years,  carried  all 
before  them;  and  within  that  fpace  of  time^,  not 
fewer  than  twenty  qf  the  profeflion,  whom  I  could 
name,  lived  in  great  ftraits,  fome  of  them  leavings 
at  their  deceafe,  fcarce  fufficient  to  bury  them. 

From  thefe,  and  many  other  inftances  that  might 
be  produced,  it  is  evident,  that  neither  learning,  parts, 
nor  (kill,  nor  even  all  thefe  united,  are  fufficient  to 
cnfure  fuccefs  in  the  profeffion  I  am  fpeaking  of; 
and  that,  without  the  concurrence  of  adventitious 
circumftances,  whic-h  no  one  can  pretend  to  define, 
a  phyfician  of  the  greateft  merit  may  be  loft  to  the 
world ;  and  further  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  faireft 
hopes  may  be  fruftrated  by  the  want  of  that  qua- 
lity, which  Swift  fomewhere  calls  an  aldermanly 
virtue,  difcretion,  but  is  in  truth,  of  greater  effi- 
cacy in  our  intercourfe  with  mankind,  than  all 
fcience  put  together.  Had  Akenfide  been  poiTeflred 
ni  ►this  gift,  he  had  probably  become  the  firft  in  his 
faculty;  but  that  he  was  able  to  acquire  no  other 
kind  of  celebrity  tlian  that  of  a  fcholar  and  a  poet, 
}s  to  be  accounted  for  by  fome  particulars  in  his 
life  and  conduft,  with  which  few  but  myfelf,  who 
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knew  hinj  well,  are  aCquaint^dj  and  which  I  here  in- 
fcrt  as  fuppletory  to  thofe  whidh  Johnfon  has  recorded 
dfhim.  Mr.  Dyfon  and  he  Were  fellow  ftudents,  the 
one  of  law  and  the  other  of  phyfic,  at  Leyden ; 
where,  being  of  congenial  tempers,  a  friendlhip  com- 
menced between  them  that  lafted  through  their  lives. 
They  left  the  univerfity  at  the  fame  time,  and  both 
fettled  in  London  :  Mr.  Dyfon  took  to  the  bar, 
and  being  poflefled  of  a  handlbme  fortune  fupported 
his  friend  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  make  him- 
felf  known  as  a  phyfician  ;  but  in  a  fliort  time,  hav- 
ing purchafed  of  Mr.  Hardinge,  his  place  of  clerk 
of  the  houfe  of  commons^  he  quitted  Weftminfter 
hall,  and  for  the  purpofc  of  introducing  Akenfidc 
to  acquaintance  in  an  opulent  neighbourhood  near 
the  town,  bought  a  houfe  at  North-End,  Hampftead; 
where  they  dwelt  together  during  the  fummer  feafbn  : 
frequenting  the  long  room,  and  all  clubs,  and  affcm* 
blies  of  the  inhabitants* 

At  thefe  meetings,  which  as  they  were  not  feleft, 
muft  be  fuppofcd  to  have  confifted  of  fuch  perfons 
ias  ufually  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  gofliping,  men 
of  wealth,  but  of  ordinary  endowments,  and  able 
to  talk- of  little  elfe  than  news,  and  the  occurrences  of 
the  day,  Akenfide  was  for  difplaying  thofe  talents 
whicK  had  acquired  him  the  reputation  he  enjoyed 
in  other  companies  j  but  here  they  were  of  little  ufe 
to  him,  on  the  contrary,  they  tended  to  engage  him 
in  diiputes  that  betrayed  him  into  a  contempt  of 
thofe  that  difFefed  in  opinion  from  him.  It  wa$ 
found  out  that  he  was  a  man  of  low  birth,  and  a 
dependant  on  Mr.  Dyfon;  circumftances  that  fur- 
hiihed  thofe  whom  he  offended  with  a  ground  of  re- 
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proach,  that  re4uced  him  to  the  neceffity  of  affcrt- 
ing  in  terms  that  he  was  a  gentleman. 

Little  could  be  done  at  Hampftead  after  nuttera 
had  proceeded  to  this  extremity  i  Mr.  Dyfon  parted 
with  his  villa  at  North-End^  and  fettled  his  friend 
in  a  fmall  houfe  in  Bloomfbury  fquare ;  aflignii^ 
for  his  fupport  fuch  a  part  of  his  income  as  enabled 
him  to  keep  a  chariot. 

In  this  new  iituation  Akenfide  ufed  every  endea- 
vour to  become  popular^  but  defeated  them  all  by  the 
high  opinion  he  every  where  manifefled  g(  himielf^  and 
die  litdc  condefccnfion  he  Ihewed  to  men  of  inferior 
endowments ;  by  his  love  of  political  controvcrfy>  his 
authoritative  cenfure  of  the  public  councils,  and  his 
bigotted  notions  refpe6ling  government,  fubjefbs  fo-- 
reign  to  his  profeffion,  and  with  which  fome  of  the 
wifeft  of  it  have  thought  it  prudent  not  to  concern 
themfelves*  In  the  winter  evenings  he  frequented 
Tom's  cofFee-houfe  in  Deycreux  court,  then  the 
refort  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  men  for  learning 
and  ingenuity  of  the  time,  with  fome  of  whom  he  be- 
came entangled  in  difputes  and  altercations,  chiefly 
cii  fubjefb  of  literature  and  politics,  that  fixed  on  his 
charaAer  the  fbamp  of  haughtinefs  and  fel£-con£eit> 
and  drew  him  into  difagreeable  fituations. 

There  was  at  that  time  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ballow^ 
who  ufed  to  pa6  his  evenings  in  the  fociety  abover 
mentioned,  a  lawyer  by  profeffion*,  but  of  no  praftice; 
he  having,  by  die  intercft  of  fome  of  the  Townlhends, 
to  whom  he  had  been  a  kind  of  law  tutor»  obtained  a 
place  in  the  exchequer>  which  yielded  hirn  a  handfom^ 

*  He  was  the  author  of  a  treatife  on  equity,  in  folio,  publiihed 
without  a  name» 
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income,  and  exempted  him  from  the  neceftity  of 
Attending  Weftminftcr-hall.  He  was  a  man  of  deep 
and  extenfive  learning,  but  of  vulgar  manners ;  and 
being  of  a  fplenetic  temper,  envied  Akenfide  for  that 
eloquence  which  he  difplayed  in  his  converfation,  and 
fct  his  own  phrafeology  very  low.  Moreover  he  hated 
him  for  his  republican  principles  ;  and  finally,  being 
himfelf  a  man  of  folid  learning,  afiefted  to  treat  him 
as  a  pretender  to  literature,  and  made  it  his  ftudy  to 
provoke  him. 

One  evening  at  the  coffee-houfe  a  difpute  between 
thefe  two  pcrfons  rofe  fo  high,  that  for  fome  ex- 
preffion  uttered  by  Ballow,  Akenfide  thought  him- 
felf obliged  to  demand  an  apology,  which  not  being 
aWe  to  obtsun,  he  fent  his  adverfarya  challenge  in 
writing.  Ballow,  a  little  deformed  man,  well  known 
as  a  faunterer  in  the  park,  about  Weftminfter,  and  in 
the  ftreets  between  Charing  crofs  and  the  houies  of 
parliament,  though  remarkable  for  a  fword  of  an 
unufual  length,  which  he  conftandy  wore  when  he 
went  abroad,  had  no  inclination  for  fighting,  and 
declined  an  anfwer.  The  demand  of  fatisfaffcion  was 
followed  byfeveral  attempts  on  the  part  of  Akenfide 
to  fee  Ballow  at  his  lodgings,  but  he  kept  ck)fe,  till 
by  the  interpofition  of  friends  the  diflTerence  could 
be    adjufted*.      By  his  conduft  in  this   bufinefs, 

Akenfide 

*  Tlus  jnetiiod  of  refendng  affronts  offered  to  phyficians  is  not 
new.  The  grave  and  placid  Dr.  Mead  was  once  provoked  to  it 
by  Dr.  Woodward  of  Grefhajn  college,  who,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
profeffion«  had  faid  or  done  fomething  to  ofiend  ham :  he  went 
to  Woodward's  lodgings  to  demand  iatis6i£lioa,  and  meeting  him 
under  she  arch  in  the  way   from  the  outer  court  to  the  green 
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^kenfide  acquirefi  but  little  reputation  for  courage?, 
for  the  accommodation  was  not  brought  about  by  aay 
conccffions  of  his  a^vcrfary,  but  by  a  refolution  fiom 
which  neither  of  them  would  depart,  for  one  woul^ 
not  figl.?  in  the  morning,  nor  the  other  in  the  after- 
noon :  all  that  he  got  by  it  was,  the  charader  of  an 
irafcible   manj     and  many  who    ^mired  him  for 
his  genius  and  parts  were  (hy  of  becoming  his  inti- 
niate§.     Yet  where  tliere  was  no    competition  for 
applaufe  or  literary  reputation,  he  was  an  eafy  compa- 
fiion,  and  would  bear  with  fuch  rudenefs  as  would 
liave  angered  almoft  any  qne.  Saxby,  of  the  cuftomr 
Jioufe>  who  was  every  evening  at  Tom's,   and  by 
the  bluntnefs  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  many  flircwd 
fayings  he  was  ufed  to  utter,  had  acquired  the  privi- 
lege pf  Therfites,  of  faying  whatever  he  would,  was 
pnce  in  my  hearing,  inveighing  agaipft  the  profefBon 
of  phyfic,   which  Akenfide  topk  upon  him  to  de- 
fend.  Thi§  railer,  after  labouring  to  prove  that  it 
was  all  impqfture,  copcluded  his  difcourfe  with  this 
fcntiinent :  5  Dpftor,'  faid  he,  'after  all  you  have  laid, 
?  my  opinion  of  the  profeflion  of  phyfic  is  this,  The 
.  •  ancients  endeavoured  to  make  it  a  fcience  and  failed  j 
f  and  the  mqderns  to  rpake  it  a  trade  ^d  have  fuc- 

court,  drew  his  fvvord  and  bid  him  drfend  himfelf  or  beg  pardon, 
wliich,  it  is  fuppofcd,  he  did.  This  rencounter  is  recorded  in 
an  engraved  view  of  Greftiam  college,  infertedin  Dr.  Ward's 
lives  of  the  Greftiam  profcfibrs,  in  which  Woodward  is  reprc- 
fcntcd  kneeling,  and  laying  his  fword  at  the  feet  of  his  ahta- 
gonifi ;  and  was  thus  explained  to  me  by  Dr.  Lawrence  the  phy- 
iician.  Mead  was  the  friend  and  patron  of  Ward,  which  muf^ 
*bc  fuppofed  to  have  been  his  inducement  to  perpetuate  s^n  event  fq 
foreign  to  the  nature  of  his  wprk. 
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*  ceeded.'     Akenfidc  took  this  farcafm-  in  good  part, 
and  joined  in  the  laugh  which  it  occafioned. 

The  value  of  that  precept  which  exhorts  us  to  live 
peaceably,  with  all  men,  or  in  other  words  to  avoid 
creating  enemies/can  only  be  eftimated  by  the  reflec- 
tion on  thofe  many  amiable  qualities  againft  which  the 
negleft  of  it  will  preponderate.  Akenfide  was-  a  man 
of  religion  and  flrift  virtue,  a  philolbpher,  a  fcholar, 
and  a  fine  poet.  His  converfation  was  of  the  mofl: 
delightful  kind,  learned,  inftruftive,  and  without  any 
affcdtation  of  wit,  chearful  and  entertaining.  One  of 
the  pleafanteft  days  of  my  life  I  paffed  with  him,  Mr. 
Dyfon,  and  another  friend,  at  Putney  bowling-green 
houfe,  where  a  neat  and  elegant  dinner,  the  enlivening 
funfhine  of  a  fummer's  day,  and  the  view  of  an  un- 
clouded fky,  were  the  leaft'of  our  gratifications.  In 
perfeA  good  humour  with  himfclf  and  all  around  him, 
he  feemed  to  feel  a  joy  that  he  lived,  and  poured  out 
his  gratuktions  to  the  great  dilpenfer  of  all  felicity  in 
expreflions.  that  Plato  himfelf  might  have  uttered  on 
fuch  an  occafion.  In  converfations  with  feleft  friends, ' 
and  thofe  whofe  courie  of  ftudy  had  been  nearly  the 
fame  with  his  own,  it  was  an  ufual  thing  with  him  in 
libations  to  the  memory  of  eminent  men  among  the 
ancients,  to  bring  their  charafters  into  view,  and  there- 
fay  give  occafion  to  expatiate. dn  thofe  particulars  of 
their  lives  that  had  rendered  them  famous :  his  method 
was  to  arrange  them  into  three  claffes,  philofophers^ 
poets,  and  legiflators. 

That  a  charafter  thus  formed  fhould  fail  of  recom- 
mending itfclf  to  general  ^fteem,  and  procure  to  the 
poffcflbr  of  it  thofe  benefits  Which  it  is  in  the  power  of 
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mankiad  to  bcftow,  may  fccm  a  wander,  but  it  if 
often  feen,  th^t  negative  qualities  are  more  conducive 
CO  this  end  than  pofitivej  and  that,  with  no 
hi^er  a  charafter  than  is  attainable  by  apy  one  who 
with  a  (hidious  taciturnity  will  keep  his  opinions 
to  himielf>  conform  to  the  praftice  of  others,  and 
entertain  neither  friendlhip  for  nor  enmity  againft  any 
one,  a  competitor  for  the  good  opinion  of  the  worlds 
nay  for  emoluments,  and  even  dignities,  ftands  a 
better  chance  of  fuccefs,  than  one  of  the  mpft  eftab^ 
liflied  reputation  for  learning  and  ingenuity.  Th? 
truth  of  this  obfervation  Akenfide  himfclf  lived  to 
experience,  who  in  a  competition  for  the  place  of  phy* 
fician  to  the  Charterhoufc,  was  unable  to  prevail 
againft  an  obfcurc  man,  devoid  of  every  quality  that 
might  ferve  to  recommend  him,  and  whoie  fok 
merit  was  that  of  being  diftantly  related  to  th^ 
late  lord  Holland, 

To  thofe  pcrfons  who  have  been  difappointed  in 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  medical  profeffion,  may 
be  added  one,  to  whom  his  failure  was  fo  far  from 
being  a  misfortune,  that  it  was  the  means  of  placing 
him  in  a  ftation  where  only  his  worth  could  be  known, 
and  of  exalting  him  to  dignities  in  which  he  rendered 
more  fervice  to  mankind,  than  he  €Oul4  have  done 
in  any  other  capacity  whatever.  This  was  Dr.  Seeker, 
the  late  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  5  of  whom  I  (hall 
felate  a  few  particular's  not  generally  known. 

We  are  told  by  the  reverend  authors  of  his  life, 
prefixed  to  his  fcrmons  publiflied  by  them,  that 
he  had  been  dcftined  by  his  father  for  orders  among 
the  diffenfers  j   byt  ^hat  not  being  able  to  decide  on 
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fomt  abftrufe  fpeculative  doarines,  nor  to  determine 
abfolutely  what  communion  he  fhould  embrace,  he  ap- 
plied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  phyific.  To  thisfaft  I  add, 
thathe  wasalfo  a  candidate  for  prafliice,  and  that  in  or- 
der to  obtain  it>  he  put  on  the  garb  of  a  phyfician  j  and 
for  a  year  or  fomewhat  more  frequented  Batfbn'^ 
coffec-Jioufe  in  the  city,  but  had  never  any  calls  from 
thence*.  His  biographers  abovemcntioned  further 
fay,  that  being  recommended  by  Mr.  afterwards 
bi&op  Butler,  to  Mr.  Edward  Talbot,  a  Ion  of  bi- 
fbop  Talbot;  that  gentleman  promifed  in  cafe  he 
cho&  CO  take  orders  in  the  church,  to  engage  his  fa- 
ther to  provide  for  him,  and  that  forefeeing  nianjr 
obftacles  in  his  purfuit  of  this  profeflion,  Mr.  Seeker, 
for  he  had  not  then  obtained  the  degree  of  doAor 
in  his  faculty,  embraced  the  offer.  They  add,  that  iii 
the  fummer  of  1720,  he  vms  introduced  to  Mr.  Talbot^ 
and  that  with  him  he  cultivated  a  clofe  acquaint* 
ance.  This  I  conceive  was  not  till  after  he  had 
made  the  experiment  abovemcntioned,  and  determined 
on  the  change  of  his  profeflion.  Mr.  Talbot's  reconv- 
mendation  of  his  friend  to  his  father  fucceeded,  but  he 
lived  not  to  fee  the  fruit  of  it ;  for  in  a  few  months 
after,  he  was  feized  with  the  finall-pox  and  died ;  which 
laft  particular  agrees  with  the  following,  communicated 
to  me  by  a  perfon  of  unqueftionable  veracity  5  viz.  that 
ppon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  diforder,  the  fymptoms 
were  very,  unfavourable,  and  it  feemed  neeeflary  in 
Cffder  to  aifift  the  eruption,  that  fome  perfon  fhould 
flettp  in  the  fame  bed  with  the  patient.    Mr.  Seeker 

*  Ex  relatione  Peter  Flood  the  madcr  of  the  coflfee-houfe,  who 
rciQCiQbered  his  coining  there. 
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v<rfuntari!y  undertook  this  office,  and  though  it  failed 
of  fuccefs,  gave  a  convincing  proof  of  his  gratitude 
to  one  whofe  friendfliip  was  likely  to  prove,  as  it  af- 
terwards did,  the  making  of  his  fortunes. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion,  the  club  in  Ivy  lane, 
COTfipofed  of  the  perfons  above  defcribed,  was  a  great  re* 
lief  to  Johnfon  after  the  fatigue  of  ftudy,  and  he  gene- 
rally came  to  it  with  both  a  corporal  and  mental  appe- 
tite J  for  our  converfations  feldom  began  till  after  afup- 
per,  lb  very  folid  and  fubftantial,  as  led  us  to  think,  that 
with  him  it  was  a  dinner.  By  the  help  of  this  refec- 
tion, and  no  other  incentive  to  hilarity  than  lemonade, 
Johnfon  was,  in  a  (hort  time  after  our  affembling,  trans- 
formed into  a  new  creature  :  his  habitual  melancholy 
and  laffitude  of  fpirit  gave  way;  his  countenance 
brightened ;  his  mind  was  made  to  expand,  and  his 
wit  to  fparkle  :  he  told  excellent  ftories  j  and  in  his 
didadtic  ftile  of  converfation,  both  inftrufted  and  dc* 
lighted  us. 

It  required,  however,  on  the  part  of  us,  who  con- 
lidered  ourfelves  as  his  difciples,  fome  degree  of 
compliance  with  his  political  prejudices :  the  greater 
number  of  our  company  were  whigs,  and  I  was  not 
a  tory,  and  we  all  faw  the  prudence  of  avoiding  to 
call  the  then  late  adventurer  in  Scotland,  or  his  adhe- 
rents, by  thofe  names  which  others  hefitated  not  to 
give  them,  or  to  bring  to  remembrance  what  had 
paffed,  a  few  years  before,  on  Tower-hill.  But  the 
grcatcft  of  all  our  difficulries  was,  to  keep  alive  in 
Johnibn's  mind  a  fenfe  of  the  decorum  due  to  the 
age,  charafter,  and  profeflion  of  Dr.  Salter,  whom  he 
took' delight  in  contradifling,  and  bringing  his  learn- 
ing 
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iiig/  his  judgment,  and  fometimcs  his  veracity  to  the 
teft.  And  here  I  muft  obfenre,  that  Johnfbn,  though 
a  high-churchman,  and  by  confequence  a  friend  to 
the  clergy  as  a  body  of  men,  was,  with  relpeft  to  in* 
dividuals,  frequently,  not  to  fay  wanting  in  civility, 
but  to  a  vej^  great  degree  (plenetic  and  pertinacious. 
For  this  behaviour  we  could  but  one  way  account:  !He 
had  been  bred  in  an  univerfity,  and  muft  there  have 
had  in  profpeft  thofe  advantages,  thofe  ftations  in  lifc^ 
or  perhaps  thofe  dignities,  which  an  academic  educa- 
tion leads  to.  Miffing  thefe  by  his  adverfe  fortunes, 
he  looked  on  every  dignitary  under  a  bifliop,  for  to 
thofe  of  that  order  he  was  more  than  fufficiently  re- 
fpeftful,  and,  to  defcend  lower,  on  every  one  that 
poffcflcd  the  emoluments  of  his  profeffion,  as  occu- 
pying a  ftation  to  which  himfelf  had  a  better  title,  and, 
if  his  inferior  in  learning  or  mental  endowments,  treat- 
ed him  as  little  better  than  an  ulurpen 

Dr.  Salter  was  too  much  a  man  of  the  world  to  re- 
lent this  behaviour :  *  Study  to  be  quiet*  feemed  to  be 
his  rule ;  and  he  might  poffibly  think,  that  a  viftory 
over  Johnfon  in  any  matter  of  difpute,  could  it  have 
been  obtained,  would  have  been  dearly  purchafed  at 
the  price  of  peace.  It  was  neverthelefs  a  temerarious 
aft  in  hitrx  to  venture  into  a  fociety,  of  which  fuch  a 
man  was  the  head*  Dean  Swift  in  his  charafter  of 
Corufodes*,  has  fo  developed  the  arts  by  which  mere 
men  of  the  world  attain  to  ecclefiaftical  dignities  and 
preferments,  as  fhould  make  fuch  for  cyer  cautious  how 
th^y  rifque  detcftion  j  and  accordingly  we  fee  that 

«  In  his  eflay  on  the  fates  of  clergymen. 
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many  nmrmg  them  are  in  general  backward  in  form- 
ing conoeftions  and  afibciating  with  fcholars  and  die 
learned  of  die  laity,  at  feaft  with  men  of  Johnfon's 
temper,  who,  where  he  had  reaibn  to  cxpcft  learning, 
ncTcrlhcwed  mcrqr  to  ignorance* 

Hawkcfworth  was  a  man  of  fine  parts,  but  no  learn- 
ing :  his  reading  had  been  irregular  and  defultory :  the 
knowledge  be  had  acquired,  he,  by  the  help  of  a  good 
memory  retained,  fo  that  it  was  ready  at  every  call, 
but  on  no  fubjeft  had  he  ever  formed  any  fyftcm. 
All  of  ethics  that  he  knew,  he  had  got  from  Pope's 
^  Efiay  on  Man,'  and  Epiftlesi  he  had  read  the  modem 
French  writers,  and  wore  particularly  the  poets,  and 
with  the  aid  of  KeiU's  Introduction,  Chambers's  Die- 
^nary,  and  other  fuch  common  books,  had  attained 
,fuch  an  infi^t  into  phyHcs,  as  enabled  him  to  t^  on 
^he  fubjeft.  In  the  more  valuable  branches  of  learn- 
ing, he  was  deficient*  His  office  of  curator  of  the 
•Magazine  gave  him  great  opportunities  of  improve- 
ment, by  an  cxtenfive  corrcfpondencc  with  men  of  all 
profeflions :  it  increaftxi  his  little  ftock  of  literature, 
and  fbmiihed  him  with  more  than  a  competent  fhait 
of  that  intelligence  which  is  neceflfary  to  qualify  a 
man  far  converfation.  He  had  a  good  fliarc  of  wit,  and 
a  vein  of  humour.  With  all  thcfc  talents,  Hawkcf- 
worth could  be  no  other  than  an  inftruftive  and  enter* 
taining  companion. 

Of  a  far  more  valuable  kind  were  the  endowments 
of  Dyer ;  keen  penetration  and  deep  erudition  were 
the  qualities  that  fo  diftinguifhed  his  charaAer,  that,  in 
ibme  inftanccs,  Johnfon  might  almoft  be  faid  to  have 
looked  up  to  him.    As  the  purpofc  of  our  meetings 
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was  the  free  commxuiication  of  fentimeats,  aad  the 
enjoyment  of  focial  intercourfe,  OQr  conveifadaDSwer^ 
unreftnuned)   aad  the  fobjefb  therecrf*  rmittifarious; 
Dyer  was  a  dirmc,  a  linguift,'  a  matheroaticiany  a  vae^ 
taphyfician,  a  natural  philofbpher^  a  claffical  fch(^4 
and  a  critic ;  this  Johnfbn  (aw  and  felt,  and  nevcr> 
but  in  defence  of  ibme  fandamental  aad  important 
truths  would  he  contradi^  him.    The  deference  thiM 
ihewn  by  Johnfon  to  Dyer,  may  be  faid  to  have  beeif 
involuntary,  or  refped  extorted  ^  for  in  their  religbuft 
and  political  {bntiments  thdr  di£^;reement  was  £> 
great,  that  lefs  of  it  would,  in  fome  minds,  luvz 
engendered  hatred.    Of  the  fundamental  and  import 
tant  truths  above-mentioned,  there  was  one,  namely 
the  nature  of  moral  obligation,  of  which  Johnfon  was 
uniformly  tenacious.   Every  one,  veried  in  ftudics  of 
this  kind,  knows,  that  there  are,  among  the  modems, 
three  fods  or  clafles  of  writers  on  morality,  whcs 
though  perhaps  deriving  their  refpcAive  tenets  from 
the  Socratic,  tbe  Academic  and  other  ancient  £chools> 
arc,  in  thefe  times,  conlidered,  at  leail:,  as  the  guides 
of  fe£b ;   thefe  are  the  charaAeriftic  lord  Shafte/bury, 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Wollafton :  the  firft  of 
thefe  makes  virtue  to  confift  in  a  courfe  of  aftion  con- 
formable to  what  is  called  the  moral  fcnfe ;  Wollafton 
fays  it  is  acting,  in  all  cafts,  according  to  truth,  and 
treating  things  as  they  are ;    Dr.  Clarke  fuppofes  all 
rational  agents  as  under  an  obligation  to  a&  agreeably 
to  the  relations  thar  fubfift  between  fuch,  or  according 
to  what  he  calls  the  fitnefs  of  things.    Johnfon  was 
ever  an  admirer  of  Clarke,  and  agreed  witkliira  in  this 
and  moHother  of  his  opinions,  excepting  in  that  of  tlic 
7  Trinity, 
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Trinity,  in  which  he  faid,  as  Dr.  Bcntlcy,  though  nd 
very  found  believer,  had  done  before j  that  Dr.  Water- 
land  had  foiled  him.  He  therefore  fell  in  with  the 
fchiemc  of  fitnefs,  and  thereby  profcffed  himfelf  an  ad- 
veifary,  in  the  mildeft  fenfe  of  the  word,  and  an  oppo- 
nent of  Dyer,  who,  having  been  a  pupil  of  Hutchefon, 
favoured,  notwithftanding  his  fulpefted  infidelity,  this 
&nd  many  other  notions  and  opinions  of  lord  Shaftef- 
bury. 

'  To  fay  of  lord  Shaftefbury  that  he  was  but  a 
fulpefted  infidel,  is  furely  treating  him  mildly,  and  I 
forbear  to  tax  him  with  unbelief,  only  becaufe  in  his 
*  Letters  to  a  ftudcnt  at  the  UniVerfity  *  ,*  he  has  af- 
fcfted  to  fpeak  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  as  if  half 
perfuaded  of  its  truth.  Neverthelefs,  throughout  his 
works  it  may  be  difctfrned,  that  he  omits  no  ojppor- 
tunity  of  branding  it  with  fupcrftition  andenthufialm, 
and  of  reprefenting  the  primitive  profeffors  of  it  as 
provoking,  by  their  faftious  and  turbulent  behavioxir, 
thofe  perfecutions  from  whence  they  derive  the  glory 
of  martyrs.  For  thefe  fentiments,  as  alfo  for  the  in- 
vidious comparifons  he  is  ever  drawing  between  the 

*  Ayoungman^  named  Michael  Ainfworth^  the  ion,  ail  have 
1>een  informed,  of  the  parifli  clerk  of  Winborne  St.  Giles  in 
Dorfetfhire,  the  feat  of  the  Shaftefbury  family,  whom  his  lordfhip 
fent  to  and  fupported  at  Oxford,  with  a  view  of  fettling  him  in  the 
church,  and  giving  to  it  a  divine  of  his  own  forming.  His  lordfliip, 
however,  failed  of  his  end :  the  young  man,  if  not  in  his  religious, 
an  his  political  principles  chofe  to  think  for  himfelf;  he  might  be 
as  good  a  chriftian,  but  was  not  fb  good  a  whig  as  his  patron  in- 
tended him  to  be :  he  thereby  lofl  his  favour,  and  incurred  the  cen* 
fure  of  ingratitude* 

4,  philolbpherSj 
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philofophcrs  Plato,  Epiftetus,  Seneca  and  othersi 
and  the  fathers,  and  his  many  contemptuous  facers 
at  the  writers  on  the  fide  of  chriftianity,  Johnfon 
bore  him  no  good  will,  neither  did  he  feem  at  all  to 
relifti  the  cant  of  the  Shaftelburian  fchool,  nor  inclin- 
ed to.  admit  the  pretenfions  of  thofe  who  profeffed 
to  be  of  it,  to  taftes  and  perceptions  which  are  not 
common  to  all  men;  a  tafte  in  nwrals,  in  poetry, 
and  profe-writing,  in  painting,  in  fculpture,  in  mu- 
fie,  in  architefture,  and  in  government !  a  tafte  that 
cenfured  every  produftion,  and  induced  them  to  re- 
probate every  effort  of  genius  that  fell  (hort  of  their 
own  capricious  ftandard*. 

Litde  as  Johnfon  liked  the  notions  of  lord  Shaftef- 
bury,  he  ftill  lefs  approved  thofe  of  fome  later  writers, 
who  have  purfued  the  fame  train  of  thinking  and 
reafoning,  namely,  Hutchefon,  Dr,  Nettleton,  stod 
Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbury,  of  which  latter,  for  the 
many  Angularities  of   fentiment  and   ftyle   in    his 

*  Hermes,"  he  fcrupled  not  to  fpeak  very  lightly. 
There  is  a  book  extant,  intitled,  ^  Letters  concern- 

*  ing  Mind,'  written  by  a  perfon  of  the  fame  fchool, 
named  Petvin,  which,  with  an  arrow  taken  from 
the  quiver  of  their  great  mafter,  a  ftroke  of  ridicule 

•  See  lord  Shaftefbury's  *  Letter  on  Defign,*  paffim,  in  which 
thefe  fanciful  notions  prevail ,  that  a  taHe,  an  ear>  a  judgment, 
are  the  confequences  of  freedom  >  or  civil  liberty >  and  that 
not  ^having  attained  to  the  perfedlion  thereof*  our  ecdeiiaftical 
ftruQmcs,  particularly  the  metropoliun,  retain  much  of  what 
artiib  call  the  Gothic  kind  ;  and  compare  with  it'  his  own 
puerile  devices,  invented  with  great  labour  tO'  illuftrate  the  cha- 
xaderifiics. 
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fliot  from  one  of  the  Idlers,  JcAnfon  may  be  fairly  laid 
to  hare  transfixed.  The  pailage  is  in  a  high  degree 
ludicrous,  and  will,  I  am  perfoadcd,  jtiftify  the  infer- 
tion  of  it  here  at  length. 

*  The  author  begins  by  declaring,  that  the  farts  of 
^  things  are  things  that  nt/tsrare^  have  been^  andfball  fe, 

*  and  the  things  that  Jlriiily  are.     In  this  pofition,' 

*  except  the  laft  clauie,  in  which  he  ufes  fomething  of 

*  the  fcholaftic  language,  there  is  nothing  but  what 
^  every  man  has  heard,  and  imagines  himfelf  toknow. 

*  But  who  would  not  believe  that  fome  wonderful  no- 
«  vchy  is  plicfented  to  his  intellect,  when  he  is  after- 
^  wards  told,  in  the  true  bugbear  ftyle,  diat  the  ares,  in 

*  the  farmer  fenfe^  are  things  that  lie  between  theh^tvc^ 

*  becns  and  fliall-bees.     The  have-becns  are  things 

*  that  are  fafi ;   the  ftiall-bes  are  things  that  are  fit 

*  come\  and  the  things  that  are,  in  the  latter  fenfc, 
^  are  things  that  have  not  been,  norftjall  be,  nor  fi and  in 

*  themidft  effuch  as  are  before  them,  or  jhall  be  after 

*  them.  The  things  that  have  been,  and  Jhall  be,  have 
^  refpeSt  to  frefent,  fafi,  and  future.     Tbxfe  Itkewife 

*  that  novo  aki  have  moreover  place ;  thatyfor  inftancey 
^  which  is  here,  that  which  is  to  the  eafty  that  which  is  t9 
'  tbewejt. 

*  All  this,  my  dear  reader,  is  very  ftrangej  but 
^  though  it  be  (bange,  u  is  not  new ;  furvey  thele 
^  wonderful  ieateaces  again,  and  they  will  be  fbuad 
•to  contain  nothing  more  than  very  plain  trtiths, 

*  which,  till  this  author  arofe,  had  always  been  deli^ 
'  vered  in  plain  language/ 

That  Dyer  fhould  be  a  friend  to  the  do6h"ine  of  the 
moral  fenfe,  and  to  the  other  tenets  of  this  fchool,  is 
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not  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing  that  he  was  a  pupil 
of  Hutchefon,  and  that,  his  were  the  opinions  that 
prevailed  at  Glafgow,  where  he  taught,  and  alfo  at 
JLcjrdcn,  whither  Dyer  and  nfiany  of  his  fellow-ftudents 
in  that  unirerlity,  removed.  Akenfide  and  Dyfdn, 
who  were  of  the  number,  were  deep  in  this  feheme, 
and  alfo  abettors  of  that  fanciful  notion,  that  ridicule 
is  the  teft  of  truth. 

The  topics  above-mentioned  were,  not  unfrequent- 
iy,  the  fubjefts  of  altercation  between  Johnfon  and 
Dyer,  in  which  it  might  be  obferved,  as  Johnfon  once 
did  of  tyro  difputants^  that  the  one  had  ball  without 
powder,  and  the  other  powder  without  ball  5  for 
Dyer,  though  beft  (killed  in  the  controverfy,  was  in- 
ferior to  his  adverfary  in  the  power  of  reafoning,  and 
Johnfon,  who  was  not  always  mafter  of  the  queftion, 
was  feldom  at  a  lofs  for  fuch  fophiftical  arguments 
as  the  other  was  unable  to  anfwer. 

In  thefe  difpiltatiofis  I  had  opportunities  df  obferr- 
ing  what  others  have  taken  occafion  to  remark,  viz. 
not  only  that  in  converfation  Johnfon  rtiade  it  a  rule 
to  talk  his  beft,  but  that  on  many  fubjefts  he  Was  liot 
uniform  in  his  opiilionsj  contending  as  often  for  vic- 
tory as  for  titith :  at  one  tinrle  goodj  at  Another  evil 
was  predoniinant  in  the  moral  coiiftitutiori  of  the 
world.  Upon  one  occafion,  he  would  deplore  the 
pon-obfeiVance  of  Good-Friday,  and  on  another  deny, 
that  among  us  of  the  prefent  age  there  is  arty  decline 
of  public  worlhip.  He  would  Ibmetimes  tontradift 
fclf-cvidcnt  propofitions,  fuch  as,  that  the  luxury  of 
this  country  has  incrcafed  with  its  riches  ;  and  that 
the  praftice  of  card-playing  is  more  g;:neral  than  here- 
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tofore.  At  this  verfatility  of  temper,  none,  however, 
took  offence  j  as  Alexander  and  Csefar  were  born  for 
conqueft^  fo  was  Johnfon  for  the  office  of  a  fympofi- 
arch,  to  prefide  in  all  converfations ;  and  I  never  yet 
faw  the  man  who  would  venture  to  conteft  his  ri^t. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  our  club  met  together,  with  the  temper  of 
gladiators,  or  that  there  was  wanting  among  us  a  dif- 
pofition  to  yield  to  each  other  in  all  diverfities  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  indeed^  difputation  was  not,  as  in  many 
aflbciations  of  this  kind,  the  purpofeof  our  meeting: 
nor  were  our  converfations,  like  thofe  of  the  Rota 
club,  reftrained  to  particular  topics.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  may  be  faid,  that  with  our  graveft  difcourib 
was  intermingled 

'  Mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  draws/ 

Milton. 

for  not  only  in  Johnfon's  melancholy  there  were  lucid 
intervals,  but  he  was  a  great  contributor  to  the  mirth 
of  converfation,  by  the  many  witty  fayings  he  uttered, 
and  the  many  excellent  ftories  which  his  memory 
had  treafured  up,  and  he  would  on  occafion  relate  j 
fe  that  thofe  are  greatly  miftaken  who  infer,  either 
from  the  general  tendency  of  his  writings,  or  thac 
appearance  of  hebetude  which  marked  his  counte- 
nance when  living,  and  is  difcernible  in  the  pidturcs 
and  prints  of  him,  that  he  could  only  reafon  and  dif- 
cufs,  didtate  and  controul. 

In  the  talent  of  humour  there  hardly  ever  was  his 
equal,   except  perhaps  among  the  old   comedians, 
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fuch  as'Tarlcton,  and  a  few  others  mentioned  by 
Gibber.  By  means  of  this  he  was  enabled  to  give 
to  any  relation  that  required  it,  the  graces  and  aids 
of  expreflion,  and  to  difcriminate  i^ith  the  niccft  ex- 
aftnefs  the  charafters  of  thofe  whom  it  concerned. 
In  aping  this  faculty  I  have  feen  Warburton 
difconcerted,  and  when  he  would  fain  have  been 
thought  a  man  of  pleafantry,  not  a  little  out  of  coun- 
tenance. 

.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  Johnfbn's  motive 
for  the  inftitution  of  this  fociety  was,  his  love  of  con- 
verfation,  and  the  neceflity  he  found  himfelf  under  of 
feeking  relief  from  the  fatigue  of  compiling  his  difti- 
onary :  the  fame  neceflity  operated  ftill  farther,  and 
induced  him  to  undertake,  what  moft  other  men 
would  have  thought  an  additional  fatigue,  the  pub- 
lifliing  a  periodical  paper.  The  truth  is,  that  not 
having  now  for  a  confiderable  fpace  committed  to 
writing  aught  but  words  and  their  fignifications,  his 
mind  was  become  tumid,  and  laboured  to  be  delivered 
of  thofi:  many  and  great  conceptions,  which  for  years  it 
had  been  forming.  The  ftudy  of  human  life  and 
manners,  had  been  the  chief  employment  of  his 
thoughts,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  thefe,  all  his  read- 
ing, all  his  converfation,  and  all  his  meditations 
tended.  By  thefe  exercifes,  and  the  aid  of  an  ima- 
gination that  was  ever  teeming  with  new  ideas,  he 
accumulated  a  fund  of  moral  fcience,  that  was  more 
than  fufficient  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  and  became 
in  a  very  eminent  degree  qualified  for  the  office  of 
an  inftruftor  of  mankind  in  their  greatefl  and  moft 
important  concerns. 

S  2  I  am 
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I  am  fcnfible  of  the  contempt  and  ridicufe  with 
vrhic\\  thofe  authors  arc  treated  by  lord  ShafteA>iuy^ 
who,  differing  from  his  favourites  the  ancients,  have 
preferred  to  their  method  of  writing  in  foliloquy  and 
dialogue,  the  more  authoritative  and  didaftic  form 
of  effays  j  'but  who  knows  not  that  the  ways  by  which 
intelligence  and  wifdom  may  be  communicated  arc 
many  and  various,  and  that  Johnfon  has  followed  the 
belt  exemplars  ?  What  are  the  fapiential  books  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  all  coUeftions  of  precepts  and  counfeis, 
but  moral  effays,  leffons  of  oeconomical  prudence,  and 
rules  for  the  conduft  of  human  life  ?     . 

In  a  full  perfuafion  of  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 
inftruftion,  it  undoubtedly  was,  that  Montaigne, 
lord  Bacon,  Olborne,  Cowley,  Sir  William  Temple, 
and  others,  in  thofe  excellent  difcourfes,  which 
they  have  not  fcrupled  to  term  effays,  have  laid  out 
their  minds,  and  communicated  to  mankind  that  (kill 
in  worldly,  and  I  will  add,  in  heavenly  prudence, 
which  is  fcarcely  attainable  but  by  long  experience, 
and  an  exercife  both  of  the  aftive  and  contemplative 
life  5  and  to  diffemiaate  and  recommend  the  princi- 
jAes  and  praftice  of  religion  and  virtue  j  as  aJlb,  to 
correft  the  leffer  foibles  in  behaviour,  and  to  render 
human  inter courfe  eafy  and  delightful,  was  the  avow- 
ed defign  of  thofe  periodical  effays,  which,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  contributed  to  form  the  man- 
ners of  the  then  rifing  generation. 

A  long  fpace  had  intervened  lince  the  publication 
of  the  Tatlers,  Guardians,  and  Speftators :  it  is  true 
it  had  been  filled  up  by  The  Lover,  and  The  Reader, 
Th«  Theatre,  The  Lay-monaftery,  The  Plain^dealer, 
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The  Free-thinker,  The  Speculatift,  The  Cenfor,  and 
other  produ&ions  of  the  like  kind  j  but  of  fome  of 
thefc  it  may  be  faid,  that  they  were  nearly  ftill-born, 
and  of  others,  that  they  enjoyed  a  duration  little  more 
extended  than  that  of  the  ephemeron :  fo  that  Johnfoa 
had  no  competitors  for  applaufe ;  his  way  was  open, 
and  he  had  the  choice  of  many  paths.  Add  to  this, 
that  a  period  of  near  forty  years,  in  a  country  where 
commerce  and  its  concomitant  luxury  had  been  in- 
creafing,  had  given  rife  to  new  modes  of  living,  and 
even  to  charadters  that  had  fcarccly  before  been 
known  to  exift.  The  clergyman  was  now  become  an 
amphibious  being,  that  is  to  fay,  both  an  ecclefiaftic 
and  a  laic ;  the  (lately  ftalking  fop,  whofe  gait,  as 
Cibbcr  dcfcribes  it,  refemblcd  that  of  a  peacock,  was 
fuccecdcd  by  a  coxcomb  of  another  fpecies,  a  fidget- 
ting,  tripping  animal,  that  for  agility  might  be  com- 
pared to  a  grafshopper ;  the  Ihopkeeperwas  transform- 
ed into  a  merchant,  and  the  parfimonious  ftock- broker 
into  a  man  of  gallantry  ^  the  apron,  the  badge  of 
mechanic  occupations,  in  all  its  varieties  of  fluff  and  . 
colour,  was  laid  afide  5  phylicians  and  lawyers  were 
no  longer  diftinguifhable  by  their  garb;  the  former  had 
laid  afide  the  great  wig,  and  the  latter  ceafed  to  wear 
black,  except  in  the  aftual  exercife  of  their  profef- 
fions  :  in  fhort,  a  few  years  of  public  tranquillity  had 
transformed  a  whole  nation  into  gentlemen. 

In  female  life  the  refinements  were  alfo  to  be  noted. 
In  confcquence  of  a  better  education  than  it  had  been 
iifual  to  beflow  on  them,  women  were  become  profi- 
cients in  literature,  and  a  man  might  read  a  lady's  letter 
widiout  blufhing  at  the  fpelling.    The  convenience 
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of  turnpike-roads  had  deftroyed  the  dift-iinStion  between 
town  and  country  manners,  and  the  maid  of  honour 
and  the  farmer's  wife  put  on  a  cap  of  the  latcft  form, 
almoft  at  the  fame  inftant.  I  mention  this,  becaufc  it 
may  have  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  many,  that  a  new 
fafliion  pervades  the  whole  of  this  our  ifland  almoft 
as  inftantaneoufly  as  a  fpark  of  fire  illuminates  a  mafs 
of  gunpowder*. 

Thefe,  it  may  be  faid,  were  but  foibles  in  the  man- 
ners of  the  times ;  but  there  were  certain  notions  and 
©pinions,  which  having  been  difleminated  fubfequent 

to 

•  The  town-life  had  alfo  received  great  improvements^  which 
have  flnce  been  further  extended :  public  entertainments  are  now 
enjoyed  in  an  immediate  fucceffion :  from  the  play  the  company 
are  generally  able  to  get  away  by  eleven,  the  hour  of  aHrmbling 
at  other  places  of  amufement ;  from  thefe  the  hour  of  retirement  is 
three,  which  gives,  till  noon  the  next  day,  nine  hours  for  reft  ;  and 
after  that  fufficient  time  for  a  ride,  audlions,  or  fhopping,  before 
five  or  fix  the  dinner  hour.  Nor  is  this  feeming  indulgence  and  im- 
moderate purfuit  of  pleafure  fo  inconiiftent  with  the  attendance  on 
public  worfhip  as  it  may  feem :  methodifm,  or  fomething  like  it, 
in  many  inftances,  makes  them  compatible  ;  fo  that  I  have  known 
a  lady  of  high  rank  enjoy  'the  pleafures  of  a  rout,  that  almoft 
barred  accefs  to  her  houfe,  on  the  evening  of  a  Sunday  which 
(he  had  begun  with  prayer,  and  a  participation  of  the  folemnities 
which  at  an  early  hour  in  that  day,  are  conflantly  celebrated  at  St. 
James's  chapel. 

For  moft  of  thefe  refinements  on  our  public  diverfions  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  late  Mrs.  Cornelys,  to  whofe  elegant  talle  for  plca- 
fiire  the  magiftrates  of  Turin  and  BrufFels  were  fb  blind,  and  of  her 
worth  fo  infenfible,  that,  as  I  was  given  to  underfbnd  by  intcHi- 
gence  communicated  to  me  in  my  judicial  capacity,  they  ieverally 
drove  her  out  of  both  thofe  cities  :  this  hofpitable  coantry,  hawtv^r, 
afforded  her  an  afylum ;  and  in  Wcftminfter  flic  was  permitted  to 
improve  our  manners,  without  any  further  interruption,  than  a 
prefentoicnt  of  her  houfe  as  a  nuifan^e,  by  a  grand  jury  of  the 
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tp  the  publication  o(  the  laft  of  the  coUe6bions  of  eiTays 
above-mentioned,  efcaped  their  cenfure^  and  were  now 
become  principles  that  had  mif-led  nuny,  and  were 
likely  to  afie£t  the  moral  condu6t  of  the  young  and 
unthinking  :  thefe  had  for  their  authors  and  propaga-  , 
tors  fuch  men  as  Collins,  Mandevillef,  Morgan  and 
Tindal  $  the  firil  pair  deifts,  and  the  latter  infidels. 
And  to  thele  I  might  add^  though  I  would  not  brand 

coiinty>  which,  had  it  been  profecuted,  it  might  have  been  my  lot 
to  try  ;  but  by  the  aid  of  her  friends  (he  found  means  to  fmo* 
ther  it.  Soon  after,  fhe  became  a  prifoner  for  debts  to  a  large 
amount ;  but  in  the  riots  in  1780  found  means  to  efcape  from  con* 
finement,  and  has  never  itnce  been  heard  of. 

f  Mandeville,  whoie  chriftian  name  was  Bernard,  was  a  native 
of  Dortin  Holland.  He  came  to  England  young,  and,  as  he  fays 
in  ibme  of  his  writings,  was  (b  plealed  with  the  country,  that  he 
took  up  his  refidence  in  it,  and  made  the  language  his  ftudy.  He 
lived  in  obibire  lodgings  in  London,  and  betook  himfelf  to  the 
profeffion  of  phyiic,  but  was  never  able  to  acquire  much  practice. 
.  He  was  the  author  of  the  book  above-mentioned,  as  alfo  of  *  Free 
Thoughts  on  Religion,'  and  '  a  Difcourfe  on  Hypochondriac  AiFedH- 
ons,'  which  Johnfon  would  often  commend  ;  and  wrote  befides, 
fimdry  papers  in  the  'London  Journal,' and  other  iiichpublications^ 
to  favour  tjie  cuflom  of  drinking  fpirituous  fiqoors,  to  which  em* 
ployment  of  his  pen,  it  is  fuppofed  he  was  hired  by  the  diflillers. 
I  once  heard  a  London  phydcian,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of 
one  of  that  trade,  mention  him  as  a  good  fort  of  man,  and  one  that 
he  was  acquainted  with,  and  at  the  fame  time  affert  a  h/Et,  which 
I  fuppofe  he  had  learned  from  Mandeville,  that  the  children  of 
women  addided  to  dram-drinking,  were  never  troubled  with  the 
rickets.  He  is  iaid  to  have  been  coarfe  and  overbearing  in  his 
manners  where  he  durft  be  fo  $  yet  a  great  flatterer  of  fome  vulgar. 
Dutch  merchants,  who  allowed  him  a  penfion.  This  laft  informa- 
tion comes  from  a  clerk  of  a  city  attorney,  through  whofe  hands  the 
money  pafled. 
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them  with  fo  harfti  an  appellation  as  the  lalt,  Toland, 
Gordon,  Trenchard,  and  others  of  that  clifs  of  writers, 
men  who  having  drank  the  lees  of  the  Bangorian 
controverfy,  were  become  fo  intoxicated  in  their 
notions  of  civil  and  Religious  liberty,  as  to  talk  of 
the  majefty  of  the  people !  and  fhewed  themfclvcs 
anxious  that  their  zeal  for  religion  might  be  eftimated 
by  their  jealoufy  of  all  eftablifhnnents  for  the  fupport^ 
of  it- 

The  flimfy  arguments  contained  in  CoUins's  dif- 
courfe  on  Free-^thiiiking,  had  been  refuted  with  great 
learning  and  pjeafantry  by  Bcntley,  before  which 
time,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  clergyman  in  his 
habit,  walking  the  ftreets  of  London,  was  in  danger 
of  being  affronted  j  but  the  poifon  of  Mandeville  had 
afFedl^d  mju^y.  His  favourite  principle  is,  the  title 
to  the  moft  noted  of  all  his  books,  *  Private  vices, 
public  benefits,*  throughout  which  he  labours  to  in- 
culcate, as  a  fubordinate  pofition,  this  other,  that  man 
is  a  felfiih  being,  and  that  all  that  we  call  human 
beneficence  is  to  be  accounted  for  upon  principles 
that  exclude  the  love  of  any  but  ourfelvcs  * . 

Johnfon  has  remarked,  that  malevolence  to  the 
clergy  is  feldom  at  a  great  diftance  from  irreverence 
for  religion.    He  faw  the  features  of  that  malevolence 

*  Iiord  Macdesfield,  when  chief-jufUce,  was  ofed  often  to  have 
him  at  his  houfe>  and  was  pleafed  with  his  converfation.  He  once 
got  Mr.  Addifon  to  meet  biin>  of  whom  being  a/ked  his  opinion 
by  his  lordfhip,  Mandeville  an fwered,  he  thought  him  a  parfon  za 
a  tye-wig.  Sec  Jphiifon's  life  of  Addiibn  among  the  Lives  of 
the  Poets. 
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in  the  wricirrgs  of  thcfc  men,  and  the  point  at  which 
free-thinking  was  likely  to  terminate;  and  taking  up 
the  defence  of  religion  where  Mr,  Addifon  left  it,  he 
made  it  a  part  of  his  defign  as  well  to  adduce  new 
arguments  for  its  fupporc,  and  to  enforce  the  praftice 
of  virtue,  as  to  corrcft  thofe  errors  in  the  fmaller 
concerns  and  occupations  of  life,  the  ridiculing  which 
rendered  his  paper  an  amufemcnt. 

In  this  fituation  and  ftate  of  public  manners  John- 
fon  formed  the  plan  of  his  Rambler,  and  with  what 
fpirit  he  entered  upon  it  may  be  inferred  from  the 
following  folemn  addrefs,  which  he  compofed  and 
oflfered  v!p  to  the  divine  Being  for  a  blefling  on  the 
undertaking : 
.    *  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  with- 

*  out  whofe  help  all  labour  is  inefFeftual,  and  without 

*  whofe  grace  all  wifdom  is  folly ;  grant,  I  bcfeech 
^  Thee,  that  in  this  undertaking  thy  holy  fpirit  may 
'  not  be  with-held  from  me,  but  that  I  may  promote 
'  thy  glory,  and*  the  falvation  of  myfclf  and  others  : 

*  grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  the  fake  of  thy  fon  Jefus 
^  Chrift.     Amen/ 

The  work  was  undertaken  without  the  commu- 
nication of  his  defign  to  any  of  his  friends,  and 
confequently  without  any  defirc  of  affiftance  from 
them  I  it  was  from  the  ftores  of  his  own  mind  alone 
that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  furniih  that  variety  of 
matter  which  it  would  require  i  which,  that  it  might  at 
no  time  fail  him,  he  kept  up  by  noting  in  a  common- 
place book  that  he  carried  about  him,  fuch  incidents, 
fendments,  and  ren^arks  on  familiar  life  and  manners 
as  were  for  his  purpofe.    This  method  of  accumulat- 
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ii^g  intelligence  had  been  praOifed  by  Mr.  Addiibn^ 
and  is  humouroufly  defcribed  in  one  of  the  SpcAators, 
whereii!!  he  feigns  tp  have  dropped  his  paper  of  No-^ 
tanda,  ccmfiftihg  of  a  diverting  medley  of  broken  fen- 
fences  and  loofe  hints,  which  he  tells  us  he  had  col- 
k£faed,  and  had  meant  to  make  ufe  of.  Much  of  the 
fame  kind  is  Johnfon's  Adverfaria^  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  ipecimens : 

*  HEREDIPETA  born  heir  prefumptivc  to  great 

<  fortune.  —  Had  two  unkles  and  j^  aunt. —  Eldeft 

*  un.  fquire  and  fox-hunter  j  other  ^  fea.captain  grown 
«  rich,  —  Mother  a  citizen's  daughter.  —  Father  an 

*  attorney,  always  t^ld  me  of  the  riches  to  be  gotten 

*  by  pleafing  unk. — Made  a  fycophant  early,— Hunt- 

*  ed,  found  hares,  caught  fifh,  with  the  elder —  aiked 
«  the  other  his  adventures,  foreign  countries.  Wilhed 
^  I  was  bred  to  fea  —  taken  at  word  ''  no  land  lubber 
"  ihould'*  [have]  "his  money.*'  Went  to  fea.  During 

<  voyage  eldeft  fell  in  hunting  died— -Eftate  came 

*  to  his.  brother  — He  married  aunt's  maid>  the 
'  groffncfs  of  hi^  behaviour  cutting  off  from  equals. 

*  Only  aunt  remains — ^now  haunted  by  a  half  pay 

*  offii:cr,  or  officer  of  the  guards,  ^  young  gentleman 
^  with  a   place    at  court,  a  rich  widower  withotn 

*  children,  &c.  —  The  time  fpcnt  ia  which  I  ihould 
'  have  acquired  the  means  of  living — Folly  of  this 

*  kind  of  dependence  —  Every  man  fhould  live  by 

*  his  own  powers.     Flattery — flavery — defeated  at 

*  length  by  footman  —  chambermaid  — or  peeviflinefs 
'  or  caprice  of  age.  Ideas —r  hunting  —  cards  — 
V  failing— failors    fate    any    manfion.     Thus    from 

*  3  fortunes  uncertain  of  any,  indeed  difabled  from 

«  getting 
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*  getting  with  credit  or  rajojring  with  dignity.    Pa- 
'  rents  folly  who  inftead  of  animating  children  initiate 

*  them  in  fervility.    N. 

Vive  tibi,  nam  moriere  tibi. 

*  Aunt  a  card-player — when  not  at  hunting  play'd 
at  cards/ 

In  the  above  article  we  difcem  the  rudiments  of  two 
moft  excellent  papers,  in  the  Rambler,  number  197, 
and  1 98 i  the  defign  whereof  is  to  defcribe  and  ridicule 
the  folly  of  legacy-hunting. 

Here  follows  another,  in  which  is  contained  the 
hints  from  which  he  formed  that  humorous  relation 
of  a  Journey  in  a  Stage  Coach,  given  in  the  Advenr 
!  turer.  Number  84. 

*  At  Gravefend  waiting  for  the  coaches— Ad- 
!  *  ventures  not  of  five  hours  but  half  one  —  Each 
I         '  entered  the   room    with   haughtinefs  —  Each  fat 

'  filent  not  with  reverence  but  contempt— At  laft 
I         'the    red  coat,    what  o'clock  — Watch— not  go 

*  well  —  coll  40I.  —  Grave  man  calls  for  the  news 

*  — Price  of  flocks,  fold  out  40,0001.  Red  coat 
'  filent — Only  one  that  efcaped  contempt,  a  young 

I         *  woman  who  wanted  a  fervice,    was  going  down 

*  and  was  very  officious  to  ferve  the  company.     Red 

*  coat  wondered  at  our  fUence,  told  us  how  much  he 
'  loved  to  be  on  a  level  with  his  company,  ^i  Wo- 
'  man,  hard  for  women  of  any  condition  to  wait  {o 
'  long  in  public  — —  informed  that  Ihe  was  a  fer- 
'  vant  maid  married  to  a  trader.    Another  obferved 

*  how  frequently  people  of  great  figure  were  in  fiach 

*  places 
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'  places  in  difguife,  and  the  pleafure  of  (bmetimes 

•  appearing  below  ourfclves. 

'  Jam  vaga  profilict  fnenis  natura  remotis, 

•  How  hard  (dixit  quasdam)  for  people  uled  to 

♦  their  own  coaches  to  ride  in  mixed  company  *  •  * 

*  Tho  coUe£^on  above-mentioned  contains  alfo  Johnibn's  own 
opinions,  fentiments  on  feverai  fabjeds,  and  among  them  the  fol* 
lowing  on  writers  for  bread,  from  whence  we  learn  his  genuine 
icntiments  of  that  profeflion ; 

'  Quid  expedivit  Piittacus, 

Reafons  of  writing,  benevolence,  defire  of  fame,  vanity,  hanger^ 
curiofTty  to  know  the  rate  of  a  man's  own  underftanding.  Which 
moft  jdtiiiabk.  All  may  be  forgiven  if  not  peHifled  in,  b^t 
writing  for  bread  moft.  Rich  talk  without  ixcuft^  Rofc  If  write 
well,  iu>t  lefs  innocent  or  laudable  than  prefcribing -*  pleading— - 
judging — lighting,  traiifafdng  public  affairs,  much  better  than 
cringing,  carrying  a  white  ftaff  or  voting.  If  ill,  fails  with 
lefs  hazard  to  the  public  than  others.  The  prefcriber-^ 
pleader— judge  hurt  others.  He  only  bookfeller  who  will  not 
venture  inuch  upon  anew  name.  Controverfy  fu^iciom,  if 
more  to  be  got  on  one  iide  yet  argument  the  fame. 
«  The  greateft  writers  have'  [written]  '  for  bread -t-Homer*--- 
Shakefpear---Dryden  —  Pope.  Fatui  noa  famse  — Degente  de 
fattt  et  affame  d'argent. 

'  Inconveniences  of  this  life.  To  the  public ;  the  prefs  is  croud- 
ed  with  many  books,  yet  this  may  dilFufe  knowledge,  and  leaves 
lefs  room  for  vanity,  fometimes  it  may  choak  the  way  to  letters^ 
and  hinder  learning  but  rarely.  To  themfelves  moft  inconven. 
feldom  above  want,  endle(s  labour,  always  a  new  work,  fub- 
fcriptions  folicited,  ihamelefs  importunity,  meannefs,  patrons 
and  enconragers  to  be  got,  wretched  obfequioufnefs,  companions 
of  polite  follies,  vices,  dedication,  hateful  flattery,  utmofl 
ambition  or  hope  fxnall  place,  youth  of  labour,  old  age  of 
dependence.    This  place  often  not  got.  Gay, 

Being 
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Bcing.thus  ftorcd  wiA  matter,  Johnfon  proceeded, 
to  publiih  his  paper;  and  the  firfl:  number  canoe 
abroad  on  Tuefday  the  twentieth  day  of  March, 

1750- 

It  was  the  office  of  a  cen(br  of  manners  to  curb  the 
irregxilarities  into  which,  in  thcfc  new  modes  of  livings 
the  youthful  of  both  fexcs  were  apt  to  fall,  and  this 
he  endeavoured  to  effcft  by  gentle  exhortation,  by 
ibber  reproof,  and,  not  fcldom,  by  the  powers  of  wit 
and  ridicule;  but  with  what  fuccefs,  others  are  as 
well  able  to  tell  as  myfclf ;  however,  if  that  is  to  be 
judged  of  by  the  fale  of  the  paper,  it  was  doubtlels 
great,  for  though  its  reception  was  at  firft  cool,  and 
its  progrcfs  flow,  the  world  were  too  wife  to  fuffer  it 
to  fink  into  oblivion  :  it  was  collcfted  into  volumes, 
and  it  would  be  too  much  for  any  one  to  fay,  that 
ten  imprcflions  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  each,  of  a 
book  fraught  with  the  foundeft  precepts  of  cecono* 
mical  wifdom,  have  been  diflfeminated  in  vain. 

On  the  firft  publication  of  the  Rambler  it  met  with 
a  few  readers  who  objecled  to  it  for  certain  particular 
ritics  in  the  ftyle,  which  they  had  not  been  ufed  to  in 
papers  of  the  like  kind,  new  and  original  combina- 
tions of  words,  fentences  of  an  unufual  form,  and 
"Words  derived  from  other  languages,  though  accom* 
modated  to  the  genius  of  our  own  -,  but  for  thefc 
fuch  reafons  arc  affigned  in  the  clofe  of  the  laft  paper, 
as  not  only  are  a  defence  of  them,  but  (hew  them  to  be 
improvements  of  pur  language. 

Of  Angularity  it  may  be  obfervcd,  that,  in  general, 
jt  is  originality,  and  therefore  not  a  defed,  and 
that  all  is  not  tumidity  which  men  of  little  and  con- 
^ned  reading  pleafe  to  call  fo.    It  is  from  a  fervil^ 
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imitation  of  others,  and  the  ufc  of  whole  phrafes  znd 
fentences,  and  cuftomary  combinations  of  words>  that 
the  variety  of  ftylcs  is  not  nearly  as  great  as  that  of 
fac^  The  vulgar  opinion  is,  that  the  ftyle  of  diis 
century  is  the  perfection  of  our  language,  and  that 
wc  owe  its  ultimate  and  final  improvwfient  to  MrJ 
Addifon,  and  when  we  make  his  cold  and  languiii 
periods  the  teft,  it  is  no  wonder  if  v/c  miftake  ftrcngth 
and  animation  for  tumidity. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  remark  the  error  and  nnif- 
forcune  of  thofe  who  are  blind  to  the/ excellencies  of 
ftyle  that  occur  in  the  works  of  many  Englilh  profc 
writers  of  the  laft  century,  which  are  rejeded  for 
JK)  better  a  reafon,  than  that  in  them  we  fometimcs 
meet  with  words  not  now  in  common  ufe,  A  readei* 
ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  our  language  at  different 
periods,  and  not  converfant  with  the  writings  of  ages 
long  paft,  is  an  incompetent  judge  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
his  opinion  of  ftyles  of  no  weight  or  value.  Such  a 
one  we  nrwiy  fuppofe  hardly  reftrained  from  Cenfuring 
the  ftyle  of  our  liturgy,  compiled  for  the  moft  part  fo 
long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fixth,  and  the  an- 
tiquated phrafe  of  the  ftate-papers  in  the  Cabala,  thd 
Burleigh,  Sidney  and  StrafForde  colleftions,  notwith-i" 
ftanding  diey  feverally  contain  the  mdft  perfed  models 
of  precatory  eloquence  and  civil  negociation. ' 

I  find  an  opinion  gaining  ground  not  much  to  thtt 
advantage  of  Mr.  Addifon's  ftyle,  the'ch^afteriftics 
whereof  are  feeblenefs  and  inanity.  I  fpeak  of  that 
alone,  for  his  fentiments  are  excellent  and  his  humour 
exquifite.  In  fome  inftances  he  adopts  vulgar  phfafc, 
a^  when  he  calls  an  indifcreet  adion  a  piece  of  foHy, 
and  too  often  ufes  the  expletive  adverb  alongy  thus, 
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Come  along  with  me.  Yet  I  am  not  willing  to  deprive 
him  of  the  honour  implied  in  Johnfbn's  teftimony, 
*  that  his  profe  is  the  model  of  the  middle  flyle  ;'  but 
if  he  be  but  a  mediocrift,  he  is  furdy  not  a  fubjeft  of 
imitatioh ;  it  being  a  rule^  that  of  examples  the  heft 
are  always  to  be  fele£ted. 

That  Johnfbn  owed  his  excellence  as  a  writer  to 
the  divines  and  others  of  the  laft  century,  my&lf  can 
atteft,  who  have  been  the  witnefs  of  his  courfe  of 
reading,  and  heard  him  declare  his  fentiments  of  their 
works.  Hooker  he  admired  for  his  logical  precifion, 
Sanderfon  for  his  accutenefs,  and  Taybr  for  his 
amazing  erudition ;  Sir  Thomas  Browne  for  his  pe« 
netration^  and  Cowley  for  the  eafe  and  unaflFefted 
iHifture  of  his  periods.  The  tinfel  of  Sprat  dif- 
gufted  him,  and  he  could  but  juft  endure  thefmooth 
verbofity  of  Tillotfon.  Hammond  and  Barrow  he 
thought  involved,  and  of  the  latter  that  he  was  unne- 
ceflarily  prolix. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought,  as  his  literary  acquain- 
tance was  extenfive,  and  the  toil  of  compiling  his 
di6tionary  very  great,  that  Johnfon  was  helped  in  the 
publication  of  the  Rambler  by  the  communications  of 
others ;  but  this  was  not  the  faft,  he  forbore  to  folicit 
afliflance,  and  few  prefumed  to  offer  it,  fo  that  in 
the  whole  fcries  of  thofe  papers,  we  know  with  cer- 
tainty of  only  four  that  were  not  of  his  own  writing. 
Of  thefe.  No.  30,  was  fent  him  by  Mrs.  Catherine 
Talbot,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Talbot  herein  before 
fpoken  of  J  No.  97,  by  Mr.  Richardfon,  the  author  of 
ClarifTa^  and  numbers  44  and  100,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Carter  of  Deal,  a  lady  to  whofe  reputation  for  learning, 
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and  the  moft  eftimable  qualities  of  her  fex^mo  praife  of 
mine  can  make  any '^addition.  Hence  arifcs  that  yni- 
formity  of  fubjcft  and  fcntiment  which  diftinguifhes 
the  Rambler  from  other  papers  of  the  like  kind ;  but 
how  great  muft  its  merit  be,  when  wanting  the  charm 
of  variety  and  that  diVcrfity  of  charafters,  which,  by 
die  writers  of  them,  was  thought  neceffary  to  keep 
attention  awake,  it  could  fupport  itfclf  to  the  end> 
and  make  inftrudtion  a  fubftitute  for  aniufement! 
Nor  can  this  defedt,  if  it  be  any,  be  deemed  a  devia- 
tion from  Johnfon's  original  purpofe,  which  was  not 
fo  much  to  inftruft  young  perfons  of  both  fexcs  in  the 
manners  of  the  town,  as  in  that  more  important 
fcience,  the  conduft  of  human  life ;  it  being  certain, 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  as  well  iO  delight  as  to  in- 
ftruft his  readers;  and  this  he  has  in  fomeinftancesdone> 
not  only  by  the  introduction  of  fiftitious  charafters 
and  fancied  portraits,  but  by  ironical  farcafms  and 
original  ftrokes  of  wit  and  humour,  that  have,  per- 
haps>  excited  more  fmilcs  than  the  writings  of  many, 
whofe  chief  purpofe  it  was,  like  that  of  L'Eftrangc 
and  others,  to  make  their  readers  merry. 

And  hence  we  may  take  occafion  to  obferve,  the 
error  of  thofe  who  diftinguifh  fo  widely  between  men 
of  ftudy  and  reflefbion,  and  fuch  as  are  hackneyed  in 
the  yfBys  of  the  world,  as  to  fuppofe  the  latter  only 
qualified  to  inftruft  us  in  the  offices  of  life.  Lord 
Chefterfield,  in  his  letters  to  his  fon,  takes  every  oc- 
cafion to  exprefs  his  hatred  of  ^an  univerfity  educa- 
tion, to  brand  it  with  pedantry,  and  to  declare  that 
it  unfits  a  man  for  focial  intercourfe.  Some  have 
aflerted,  that  travelling  is  the  only  means  to  attain  a 
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knowledge  of  mankind  j  and  the  captain  in  Swift,  in  a 
Icls  extenfive  view  of  human  life,  fwcars  that 

*  To  give  a  yoting  gentleman  right  education, 

*  The  army's  the  very  beft  fchool  in  the  nation/ 

To  fay  the  truth,  there  are  numbers  of  men  who 
contemn  all  knowledge  derived  from  books,  and  pre- 
fer to  it  what  they  call  turning  over  the  great  volume 
of  the  world,  I  iiad  once  a  gardener  that  could  not 
endure  the  mention  of  Miller's  didionary,  and  would 
contend  with  me,  that  *  praftice  was  every  thing  \  and 
innumerable  are  the  inftances  of  men  who  oppofe 
mother-wit  to  acquired  intelligence,  and  had  rather 
grope  their  way  through  the  world,  than  be  indebted 
for  inftruftion  to  the  refearches  of  others.  Such  men 
as  thefe,  in  fituations  they  have  not  been  accuftomed 
to,  are  ever  aukward  and  diffident ;  and  it  is  fbr  a 
reafon  nearly  a-kin  to  this,  that  few  rakes  are  able  to 
look  a  modeft  woman  in  the  face.  On  the  contrary,  the 
attainments  of  Johnfon  were  fuch  as,  notwithftanding 
his  home-breeding,  gave  him  confidence,  and  quali- 
fied him  for  the  converfation  of  perfons  of  all  ranks, 
conditions,  characters,  and  profeffions,  lb  that  no 
fooner  had  the  Rambler  recommended  itfelf  to  the 
favour  of  the  public,  and  the  author  was  known  to 
be  of  eafy  accefs,  than  his  acquaintance  was  fought, 
and  even. courted,  by  perfons,  of  whom  many,  with  all 
the  ^improvement  of  travel,  and  the  refinements  of 
court-manners,  thought  that  fomewhat  worth  know 
ing  was  to  be  learned  from  the  converfation  of  a  man, 
whofe  fortunes  and  courfe  of  life  had  precluded  him 
from  the  like  advantages. 
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Johnfon's  talent  for  criticilm,  both  prccqptivc  and 
corrcftivc,  is  now  known  and  juftly  cdebratcdi  and  had 
he  not  difplayed  it  in  its  utaioft  luftrc  in  his  Lives  of 
the  Poets,  we  fliould  have  lamented  that  he  was  fo 
Iparing  of  it  in  the  Rambler,  which  feemed  to  be 
a  vehicle,  of  all  others  the  moft  proper,  for  that  kind 
of  communication.     An  eulogium  on  KnoUes's  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Turks,  and  a  fevere  cenfure  of  the '  Samfbn 
Agoniftes'  of  Milton  are  the  only  critical  cflays  there 
to  b?  found ;  to  the  latter  he  feems  to  have  been 
prompted  by  no  better  a  motive,  than  that  hatred 
of  the  author  for  his  political  principles  which  he  is 
known  to  have  entertained,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
avow.  What  he  has  remarked  of  Milton  in  his  Lives 
of  the  Poets  is  undoubtedly  true :  he  was  a  political 
cnthufiaft,  and,  as  is  evident  from  his  panegyric  on 
Cromwell,  a  bafe  and  abjeft  flatterer.     His  ftylc  in 
controverfy  was  farcaftic  and  bitter,  and  not  confiftent 
with  chriftian  charity  ;  and   though    his   apologifts 
endeavour  to  defend  him  by  the  praftice  of  the  times, 
there  were  in  his  time  better  examplars  than  he  chofe 
to  foUow,  the  writings  of  Jewel,  Mede,  Hooker,  Dr. 
Jackfon,  and  others,  his  predeccflTors  in  religious  and 
political  controverfy ;  nor  does  he  feem  in  his  private 
charafter  to  have  pofleffed  many  of  thofe  qualities 
that  moft  endear  men  to  each  other.     His  friends 
were  few,  Andrew  Marvel,  Marchmont  Needham,  and 
the  younger  Vane ;  and  Cyriac  Skinner,  Harrington,, 
Henry  Nevil,  John  Aubrey,  and  others,  members  of 
that  crack-brained  aflembly  the  Rota-club,  all  repub- 
licans ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft,  from  the  ftern- 
nefs  of  his  temper,  and  the  rigid  difciplinc  of  his 
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family,  that  his  domtftic  manners  were  far  from 
amiable,  and  that  he  was  neither  a  kind  hufband  nor 
an  indulgent  parent.  But  neither  thcfe  nor  thofe  other 
qualities  that  rendered  him  both  a  bitter  enemy 
and  a  railing  difputant,  could  juftify  the  fe verity  of 
Johnfon's  criticifm  on  the  above-mentioned  poem, 
nor  apologize  for  that  harlh  and  groundlcfs  cenfurc 
which  clofcs  the  firft  of  his  difcourfes  on  it,  that  it  is 
*  a  tragedy  which  ignorance  has  admired,  and  bigotry 
'  applauded.' 

The  refledtion  on  that  enmity  of  Johnfon  towards 
Milton,  which  I  have  above  remarked,  leads  me  to 
mention  another  inftance  of  it,  which  about  this  time 
fell  under  my  obfervation.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
Lauder,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  educated  in  the 
univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  had,  for  reafons  that  will 
hereafter  be  given,  conceived  a  hatred  againft  the 
memory  of  Milton,  and  formed  ^  fcheme  to  con* 
vift  him  of  plagiarifm,  by  (hewing  that  he  had 
inferted  in  the  Paradife  Loft  whole  paflages  taken 
from  the  writings  of  fundry  modern  Latin  poets, 
pamely,  Mafenius  the  jefuit,  Taubman  a  German 
profeflbr,  the  editor  of  Virgil,  and  joint  editor  with 
Grutcr  of  Plautus,  Staphorftius  a  Dutch  divine, 
and  other  writers  lefs  known;  and  of  this  crime 
he  attempted  to  prove  him  guilty,  by  publifhing 
mftances  in  forged  quotations,  inferted  from  time  to 
time  in  the  *  Gentleman's  Magazine,'  which  not  being 
detcftcd,  he  made  additions  to,  and  again  publilhed 
in  a  volume  intitled  ^  An  Effay  on  Milton's  ufc  of 
and  imitation  of  the  modems  in  his  Paradife  Loft, 
dedicated  to  the  Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  C^m* 
Mgej  8vo»  1750/     While  the  book  wa«  in  thq 
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prefs>  the  proof  fheets  were  fubmitted  to  the  in- 
Ipeftion  of  our  club,  by  a  member'  of  it  who  had 
an  intereil  in  its  publicationj  and  I  could  all  along 
obfenre  that  Johnibn  feemcd  to  approve,  not  only  of 
the  dcfign  but  of  the  argument,  and  fcemed  to  exult 
in  a  perfuafion,  that  the  reputation  of  Milton  was 
likely  to  fufFer  by  this  difcovery.     That  he  was  not 
privy  to  the  impofture  I  am  well  pcrfuaded,  but  that 
he  wilhed  well  to  the  argument  muft  be  inferred  from 
the  preface,  which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnfon. 
The  charges  of  plagiarifm  contained  in  this  produc- 
tion, Lauder  has  attempted  to  make  out  by  citations 
to  a  very  great  number,  from  a  Latin  poem  of  Jacobus 
Mafenius  a  jeluit,  intided,  *  Palaeftra  ligatas  eloquen- 
tise,*  from  the  '  Adamus  exul'  of  Grotius,  the  *  Trium- 
phus  Pacis*  of  Cafpar  Staphorftius  a  Dutchman,  from 
the  Latin  poems  of  Calpar  Barteus,  and  the  works  of 
many  other  writers.     For  a  time  the  world  gave 
credit  to  them,  and  Milton's  reputation  was  finking 
under  them,  till  a  clergyman  of  great  worth,  learn- 
ing and    induftry,    Mr,    now  Dn  John  Douglas, 
prompted  at  firft  by  mere  curiofity,  fct  himfelf  to 
find  out  and  compare  the  parallel  paflages,  in  the 
doing  whereof  he  difcovered,    that  in  a  quotation 
from   Staphorftius,    Lauder  had    interpolated  eight 
lines  taken  from  a  Latin  tranflation  of  the  Paradiie 
Loft,  by  a  man  named  Hogaeus  or  Hog,  and  oppofed 
them  to  the  paflage  in  the  original,  as  evidence  of 
Milton's  plagiarifm.      Proofs  of  the  like  fraud  in 
paflages  cited  from  Taubman  and  many  others  are 
produced  by  Dr.  Douglas ;  but  a  fingle  inftance  of 
the  kind  would  have  been  fufRcient  to  blaft  the  credit 
of  his  adverfarjr. 
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Having  made  thefe  difcover?es.  Dr.  Douglas  com- 
municated them  to  the  world  in  a  pamphlet  intitled, 

*  Milton  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  plagiarifm, 
'  brought  againft:  him  by  Mr.  Lauder,  &c.  8vo, 
'  1750.*  Upon  the  publication  thereof  his  bookfel- 
lers  called  on  Lauder  for  a  juftification  of  themfelves, , 
and  a  confirmation  of  the  charge;  but  he,  with  a 
degree  of  impudence  not  to  be  exceeded,  acknow- 
ledged the  interpolation  of  the  books  by  him  cited, 
and  feemed  to  wonder  at  *  the  folly  of  mankind  in 

*  rtiaking  fuch  a  rout  about  eighteen  or  twenty  lines.' 
However,  being  a  Ihort  time  after  convinced  by  John- 
ion  and  others,  that  it  would  be  more  for  his  intereft 
to  make  an  ample  confeffion  of  his  guilt,  than  to  fet 
mankind  at  defiance,  and  ftigmatize  them  with  folly ; 
he  did  fo  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Douglas,  pub* 
lifhed  in  quarto,  17 5 1,  beginning  thus  : 

'  Candour  and  tendernefs  are  in  any  relation,  and 

*  on  all  occafions,  eminently  amiable ;  but  when  they 

*  are  found  in  an  adverfary,   afld  found  fo  prevalent 

*  as  to  overpower  that  zeal  which  his  caufe  excites, 
^  and  that  heat  which  naturally  increafes  in  the  profe- 

*  cution  of  argument,  and  which  may  be  in  a  great 
'  meafure  juftified  by  the  love  of  truth,  they  certainly 

*  appear  with  particular  advantages  ;    and  it  is  im- 

*  poilible  not  to  envy  thofe  who  poffefs  the  friendfhip 

*  of  him,  whom  it  is  even  fome  degree  of  good  for- 

*  tune  to  have  known  as  an  enemy, 

*  I  will  not  fo  far  diflemble  my  weaknefs,  or  my 

*  fault,  as  not  to  confefs,  that  my  wifh  was  to  have 
^  paiTed  undetefted ;  but  fince  it  has  been  my  fortune 
^  to  fail  in  my  original  defign,  to  have  the  fuppofitious 
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*  paffages  which  I  have  inferted  in  my  quotations 

*  made  known  to  the  world,  and  the  (hade  which 
'  began  to  gather  on  the  fplendour  of  Milton  totally 

*  dilperfed,  I  cannot  but  count  it  an  allcvationof  my 

*  pain,   that  I  have  been  defeated  by  a  man  who 

*  knows  how  to  ufe  advantages  with  fo  much  mode- 

*  ration,  and  can  enjoy  the  honour  of  conqueft  with- 

*  out  the  infolence  of  triumph. 

*  It  was  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  Spartans,  not  to 
^  prefs  upon  a  flying  army,  and  therefore  their  enemies 

*  were  always  ready  to  quit  the  field,  becaufe  they 

*  knew  the  danger  was  only  in  oppofing.     The  civi- 

*  lity  with  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  treat 

*  me,  when  you  had  inconteflable  fuperiority,  has  in* 

*  clined  me  to  make  your  viftory  complet!e,without  any 

*  further  ftruggle,  and  not  only  publicly  to  acknowledge 

*  the  truth  of  the  charge  which  you  have  hitherto  ad- 

*  vanced,  but  to  confefs,  without  the  leaft  diflimula- 

*  tion,  fubterfuge,  or  concealment,  every  other  inter- 

*  polation  I  have  made  in  thofe  authors,  which  you 

*  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  examme. 

*  On  the  fincerity  and  punftuality  of  this  confefllon, 

*  I  am  willing  to  depend  for  all  the  future  regard  of 

*  mankind,  and  cannot  but  indulge  fomc  hopes,  that 

*  they  whom  my  offence  has  alienated  from  me,  may, 

*  by  this  inftance  of  ingenuity  and  repentance,  be  pro- 

*  pitiated  and  reconciled.     Whatever  be  the  event,  I 

*  fliall  at  lead  have  done  all  that  can  be  done  in  re- 

*  paration  of  my  former  injuries  to  Milton,  to  truth, 

*  and  to  mankind,  and  entreat  that  thofe  who  Ihall 
5  continue  implacable,  will  examine  their  own  hearts, 
'  whether  they  have  not  committed  equal  crimes  with- 

*  out  equal  proofs  of  forrow,  or  equal  a<3^s  of  atonement/ 

Then 
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Then  follow  the  citations,  fbme  of  which  appeal 
to  be  gratuitous,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  had  cfcaped 
the  deteAion  of  the  author's  adverfary. 

He  then  proceeds  to  affign  the  motive  for  his 
attempt  to  fubvert  the  reputation  of  Milton,  ih 
thefe  words: 

'  About  ten  years  ago,  I  publilhed  an  edition  of 
'  Dr.  Johnfton's  Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms,  and  having; 
'  procured  from  the  general  aflembly  of  the  church 
^  of  Scotland,  a  recommendation  of  its  ufe  to  thfc 

*  lower  claffes  of  grammar-fchools,  into  which  I  had 

*  begun  to  introduce  it,  though  not  without  much 
'  controverfy  and  oppofition,  I  thought  it  likely  that 
'  I  (hould,  by  annual  publications,  improve  my  little 
^  fortune,  and  be  enabled  to  fupport  mjrfelf  in  frec^- 

*  dom  from  the  miferies  of  indigence.    But  Mr.  Pope, 

*  in  his  malevolence  to  Mr.  Benibn,  who  had  diftin- 
^  guilhed  himfelf  by  his  fondnefs  for  the  fame  ver* 
'  fion,  deftroyed  all  ray  hopes  by  a  diftich*,  in  which 
'  he  |)Iaces  Johnflon  in  a  contemptuous  comparifoh 
^  with  the  author  of  Paradife  Loft. 

*  From  this  time,  all  my  praifes  of  Johnfton  be- 
'  came  ridiculous,  and  I  was  cenfured  with  great 
^  freedom,  for  forcing  upon  the  fchools  an  author, 

*  whoiti  Mr.  Pope  had  mentioned  only  as  a  foil  to  t 

*  better  poet.     On  this  occafion,  it  was  natural  not  to 

*  be  pleaitd,  and  my  refentment  feeking  to  difchargc 

*  itfelf  fomewhere,  was  uphappily  direded  againft 

*  On  two  unequal  crutches  propt,  he  [Benfon]  came» 
Milton's  on  this^  on  that  one  John(lon*s  name. 

Dunciad,  book  iv.  line  109. 
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^  Milton.     I  refolvcd  to  attack  his  fame,  and  found 

*  fome  paflages  in  curfory  reading,  which  gave  mc 
'  hopes  of  ftigrnatizing  him  as  a  plagiary.  The  far^ 
'  ther  I  carried  my  fearch,  the  more  eager  I  grew  for 
^  the  difcovery,  and  the  more  my  hypothefis  was  op- 

*  pofed,  the  more  I  was  heated  with  rage.     The  con- 

*  fequence  of  my  blind  paffion,  I  need  not  relate ; 

*  it  has,  by  your  detedtion,  become  apparent  to  man- 

*  kind.  Nor  do  I  mention  this  provocation  as 
^  adequate    to   the  fury  which  I  have   flicwn,   but 

*  as  a  caufe  of  anger  lefs  fhameful  and  reproachful 

*  than   fraftious  malice,  perfonal  envy,  or  national 

*  jealoufy/ 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  thi$  confeffion  carries 
in  it  fuch  an  appearance  of  contrition,  that  few  who 
red  it  at  the  time  could  withhold  that  forgivenefs 
which  it  implores  ;  thefe  are  the  words  of  it : 

'  For  the  violation  of  truth,  I  offer  no  excufe,  be- 

*  caufe  I  well  know,  that  nothing  can  excufe  it.     Noi* 

*  will  I  aggravate  my  crime,  by  difmgenuous  pallia- 

*  tions.     I  confefs  it,  I  repent  it,  and  refolve,  that  my 

*  firft  offence  fhall  be  my  laft.     More  I  cannot  pcr- 

*  form,  and  more  therefore  cannot  be  required.     I 

*  intrcat  the  pardon  of  all  men,  whom  I  have  by  any 

*  means  induced  to  fupport,  to  countenance,  or  pa- 

*  tronize  any  frauds,  of  which  I  think  myfelf  obliged 

*  to  declare,  that  not  one  of  my  friends  was  confcious. 
'  I    hope  to    deferve  by  better  condu6t  and  mpro 

*  ufcful  undertakings,  that  patronage  which  I  have 

*  obtained  from  the  moft  illuftrious   and  .v^nerablft 

*  names   by  mifreprefentation  and  delufion,  and  to 

*  appear  hereafter  in  fuch  a  charafter,  as  fhall  give 

«  you 
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^  you  no  reafon  to  regret,  that  your  name  is  frequently 
^  mentioned  with  that  of, 

*  Reverend  Sir, 
^  Your  moft  bumble  fervant, 

'  William  Lauder.* 

Notwithftanding  this  humiliating  and  abjeft  con*^ 
feffion,  which,  though  it  was  penned  by  Johnfon*, 
was  lubfcribed  by  himfelf,  Lauder  had  the  impu-? 
dence,  in  a  poftfcript  thereto,  in  efieft  to  retraft  it,  by 
pretending  that  the  defign  of  his  eflay  was  only  to  try 
how  deeply  the  prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  Milton 
was  rooted  in  the  minds  of  his  admirers;  and  that 
die  ftratagem,  as  he  calls  it,  was  intended  to  impofe 
only  on  a  few  obftinate  perfons ;  and,  whether  that 
^as  fo  criminal  as  it  has  been  reprefented,  he  leaves 
the  impartial  mind  to  determine. 

After  the  publication  of  this  letter,  the  perufers  of 
it  refted  in  a  conviftion  of  the  villainy  of  its  author, 
ftrengthened  by  the  inconfiftency  between  the  reafons 
afligned  in  that  and  thofe  in  the  poftfcript.  Never- 
thelefs,  in  the  year  1754,  refolving  to  attack  Milton 
in  another  quarter,  Lauder  publifhed  a  pamphlet  inti- 
tled,  *  King  Charles  I.  vindicated  from  the  charge  of 

*  plagiarifm  brought  againft  him  by  Milton,  and 
'  Milton  himfelf  convifted  of  forgery  and  a  grofs 

*  impofition  on  the  public/  The  defign  of  this 
pamphlet  was,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  friends 
to  the  memory  of  Charles  by  fhewing,  that  the  prayer 
of  Pamela,  in  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia,  was,  by  an 
artifice  of  Milton,  inferted  in  an  edition  of  the  Eikon 
Bafilike,  with  a  view  to  fix  on  the  king  a  charge  of 
impiety. 

f  Vide  infra,  the  account  of  a  fubfequent  publication  of  Laader's. 

With 
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With  thi$  queftion  I  meddle  not ;  I  havt  only  to 
obferve  upon  Lauder's  pamphlet,  that  die  argument 
13  introduced  by  a  defence  of  his  eflay,  and  an  affertion, 
that  his  letter,  which  he  fays  was  written  by  Johnfon, 
in  many  refpefts  contained  not  his  fentiments,  and 
was,  more  ptoperly  than  an  apology,  an  enormous  ag- 
gravation of  his  offences  and  is  purfued  with  a 
declaration  of  the  author,  in  the  fincerity  of  his  heart, 
that  had  not  Milton  with  fuch  unparalleled  malignity 
blafted  the  king,  he  would  not  upon  any  confideration 
have  either  offered  a  violence  to  truth,  put  an  impo- 
fition  on  the  public,  though  but  for  a  moment^  or 
attempted  to  blaft  N|ilton>  reputation  by  a  fal- 
ihood. 

Behold  here  a  reafon  far  differing  from  each  of  the 
two  former  j  the  firfl  was  a  provocation  given  him  by 
a  diftich  of  Mr.  Pope's,  the  fecond  was  a  defire  by 
a  flratagem,  as  he  calls  it,  to  try  how  far  the  partiality 
pf  Milton's  admirers  would  lead  them,  and  this  laft 
is,  his  refentment  of  an  injury  done  to  the  memory 
of  king  Charles  the  firft.  If  we  afk,  which  of  thefc  is 
the  true  one  ?  the  anfwer  muft  be,  neither ;  for  it  ap- 
pears that  Lauder  had  proje<^ed  an  edition  of  Mafe- 
pius  and  other  of  the  Latin  poets  referred  to  in  his 
eflfay,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain  fubfcriptions  for  the 
feme,  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  wickednefs  imputed 
to  and  proved  upon  him. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  this  lafl  pamphlet  of 
Lauder,  as  it  is  for  its  impudence  matchlcfs,  I  here 
give,  and  in  the  doing  thereof  conlign  his  memory  to 
that  infamy,  which,  by  his  complicated  wickednefs  he 
has  incurred. 

'  As 
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'  As  for  his  [Milton's]  plagiarifim>  I  intend  fliordf, 
'  God  willing,  to  extrad  fuch  genuine  proofs  from 

*  thofe  authors  who  held  forth  the  lighted  torch  to 
'  Milton^  I  mean,  who  illuftrated  the  fubjeft  of  the 

•  Paradife  Loft,  long  before  that  prince  of  plagiaries 
'  entered  upon  it,  as  may  be  deemed  fufficient,  not 
'  only  to  replace  the  few  interpolations,  (for  which  I 
'  have  been  fo  hideoqfly  exclaimed  againft)  but  even 

♦  to  reinforce  the  charge  of  plagiarifm  againft  the 
^  Englifti  poet,  and  fix  it  upon  him  by  iiTcfragable 
<  conviftion  in  the  faceof  the  whole  world,  and  by  the 
^  fufirage  of  all  candid  and  impartial  judges,  while 
^  fun  and  moon  fhall  endure,  to  the  everlafting  fhame 
^  and  confufion  of  the  whole  idolatrous  rabble  of  his 
^  numerous  partizans,  particularly,  my  vain-glorious 

•  advcrfary,  who  will  reap  only  the  goodly  harveft  of 
^  difappointment  and  difgrace,  where  he  expeded  to 
^  gather  laurels/ 

In  1756,  Dr.  Douglas  publifhed  a  new  edition  of 
his  pamphlet,  with  the  title  of  ^  Milton  no  plagiary, 
^  or  a  deteftion  of  the  forgeries  contained  in  Lauder's 
^  eflay  op  the  imitations  of  the  moderns  in  the  Paradife 
^  Loft :'  to  this  is  an  appendix,  containing  part  of  an 
apology  of  Lauder's  bookfellers,  for  havirrg  been  the 
publifhers  of  his  efTay,  in  which  they  give  an  account 
€rf  their  conduct,  after  the  firft  difcovery  of  his  villainy, 
in  die  following  words :  ^  An  immediate  application 
^  to  Lauder  was  neccfTary,  as  well  to  juftify  ouffclves, 

*  as  to  remove  or  confirm  the  charge.     Accordingly, 

•  we  acquainted  him,  that  if  he  did  not  inftantly  put 
^  into  our  hands  the  books  from  which  he  had  taken 
^  the  principal  pafTages,  we  would  publicly  difclakn 
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'  all  connexion  with  him,  and  cxpofe  his  declining 

*  the  only  ftep  left  for  his  defence.     This  declaration 
'  brought  him  to  us  the  following  day,  when,  with 

*  great  confidence,  he  acknowledged  the  interpolation 
'  of  all  the  books  5  and  fcemed  to  wonder  at  mankind 

*  in  making  fuch  a  rout  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
'  lines.     As  this  man  then  has  been  guilty  of  fuch 

*  a  wicked  impofition  upon  us,  our  friends,  and  the 

*  public,  and  is  capable  of  fo  daring  an  avowal  of  it, 

*  we  declare,  that  we  will  have  no  farther  intercourfe 

*  with  him,  and  that  we  now  fell  his  book  only  as  a 
^  curiofity  of  fraud  and  interpolation,  which  all  the 

*  ages  of  literature  cannot  parallel !' 

With  a  character  thus  blafted,  it  was  next  to  im- 
poflible  for  this  man  to  continue  in  England ;  he 
diereforc  left  it,  and  went  to  fettle  at  Barbadoes,  pro- 
pofing  to  fet  up  a  fchool  there ;  but,  upon  his  arrival 
on  the  ifland,  he  met  with  fmall  encouragement,  and 
is  faid  to  have  died  about  the  year  1771* 

As  Johnfon,  though  not  in  the  leaft  an  acceflary  to 
the  impofture  above  related,  had  a  confiderable  ftiarc 
in  the  controverfy  that  it  gave  rife  to,  it  feemed  to 
me  neceffary  to  be  thus  particular  in  giving  fuch  an 
account  thereof  as  would  concentrate  into  one  point 
all  that  was  written  on  the  fubjeft,  and  convey  to 
pofterity  the  hiftory  of  a  tranfaftion,  the  like  whereof 
is  not  to  be  found  among  the  records  of  literature. 
It  is  too  fad  a  truth,  that  learning  and  reftitude  of 
mind  are  qualities  independent  of  each  other,  and 
that  the  world  has  in  all  ages  abounded  with  examples 
of  men  of  great  erudition  who  have  been  wanting  in 
common  honefty.  We  read  of  men  who  have  cor- 
rupted 
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ruptcd  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  a  view  to  favour 
a  particular  hercfy  j  aiid  of  monks  who  have  forgejl 
charters  to  promote  the  fecular  interefts  of  their  fra^ 
ternity :  thefe,  though  wicked  aftions,  muft  be  fup^ 
pofed  to  have  fprung  from  a  principle,  which,  having 
for  its  objed:  a  common  benefit,  had  fomewhat  o£ 
generofity  in  it:  but  the  motives  of  this  impoftor 
were  all  of  the  felfifh  kind,  revenge  for  a  fuppofed 
injury  done  to  himfelf,  and  an  impatience  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  own  peculiar  and  perfonal  wants  and 
diftrefTesj  and  though  it  was  for  fome  time  thought 
that  his  confeffion  had  atoned  for  his  offence,  we  find 
it  was  in  fa<5t  an  aggravation  of  it :  In  as  much  as 
it  was  not  fincere,  it  was  a  repentance  to  be  re- 
pented of  i  and  indeed  in  one  fenfe  he  fcems  to  have 
thought  fo,  for,  in  his  laft  publication,  he  retrafts 
it,  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  his  iniquity,  he  defies  his  deteftor, 
whofe  endeavours  were  to  beget  in  him  that  fenfe  of 
Ihame  which,  as  it  is  ever  the  forerunner  of  penitence, 
has  ever  been  deemed  falutary. 

Great  thanks  are  due  to  this  learned  divine  and 
eminent  fcholar  for  the  zeal  and  induftry  manifefted 
by  him  in  the  courfe  of  this  fingular  controverfy, 
and  every  judicious  reader  muft  rejoice,  that  through 
his  means  our  great  poet  has  been  refcued  from 
an  infamous  charge,  and  that  we  may  yet  read 
the  *  Paradife  Loft'  without  a  fufpicion  of  its  ori- 
ginality. 

To  return  to  Johnfon,  I  have  already  faid  that  he 
paid  no  regard  to  time  or  the  ftated  hours  of  refeftion, 
or  even  reft;  and  of  this  his  inattention  I  will  here  relate 
a  notable  inftance.  Mrs,  Lenox,  a  lady  now  well  known 
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in  the  literary  world,  had  written  a  novel  intitlcd, '  The 
*  life  of  Harriot  Stuart/  whichinthe  fpring  of  1751, 
was  ready  for  publication.  One  evening  at  die  club, 
Johnfbn  propofed  to  us  the  celebrating  the  birth  of 
Mrs.  Lenox's  firft  literaiy  child,  as  he  called  her  book, 
by  a  whole  night  fpent  in  feftivity.  Upon  his  men- 
tioning it  to  me;  I  told  him  I  had  never  lat  up  a  whole 
night  in  my  life  -,  but  he  continuing  to  prefs  me,  and 
iaying,  that  I  ihould  find  great  delight  in  it,  I,  as  did 
all  the  reft  of  our  company,  confcnted.  The  place 
appointed  was  the  Devil  tavern,  and  there,  about  the 
hour  of  eight,  Mrs.  Lenox  and  her  hu/band,  and  a 
lady  of  her  acquaintance,  now  living,  as  alio  the  club, 
and  friends  to  the  number  of  near  twenty,  aflembled. 
Our  fiij^er  was  elegant^  and  Johnfon  had  direfted 
that  a  magnificent  hot  apple-pye  ihould  make  a  part 
of  it,  and  this  he  would  have  fhick  with  bay-leaves, 
becaiifc,  forfooth,  Mrs^  Lenox  was  an  authoreis,  and 
had  written  verfes  s  and  further,  he  had  prepar- 
ed for  her  a  crown  of  laurel,  with  which,  but  not 
till  he  had  invoked  the  mufes  by  ibme  ceremonies  of 
his  own  invention,  he  encircled  her  brows.  The 
night  paflcd,  as  mud  be  imagined,  in  pleafant  conver- 
iation,  and  harmlefs  mirth,  intermingled  at  different 
periods  with  the  rcfreihments  of  coffee  and  tea. 
About  five,  Johnfon's  face  ihone  with  meridian  iplen- 
dour,  though  his  drink  had  been  only  lemonade ;  bat 
the  far  greater  part  of  us  had  ddertcd  the  colours  of 
Bacchus,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied  to  partake 
rf  a  iecond  refrefhment  of  coffee,  which  was  fcarcely 
ended  when  the  day  began  to  dawn.  This  pheno- 
menon began  to  put  us  in  mind  of  our  reckoning; 
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burthc  waiters  were  all  fo  overcome  with  flecp^  that 
it  was  two  hows  before  we  could  get  a  bill,  and  it  wa9 
not  till  near  eight  that  the  creaking  of  the  ftreet-door 
gave  the  fignal  for  our  departure* 

My  nnirth  had  been  confiderably  abated  by  a  fevcfo 
fit  of  the  tooth-ach>  which  had  troubled  me  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  and  which  Bathurft  endeavoured  ta 
alleviate  by  all  the  topical  remedies  and  palliatives  he 
could  think  of  j  and  I  well  remember,  at  the  inftant 
of  my  going  out  of  the  tavern-door,  the  fenfadon  of 
ihame  that  afiefted  me,  occafioned  not  by  reSeftion 
on  any  thing  evil  that  had  pa0ed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night's  entertainment,  but  on  the  refemblance  it  bore 
to  a  debauch*  However,  a  few  turns  in  the  Temple, 
and  a  breakfaft  at  a  njeighbouring  cofiee-houfe,  enabled 
me  to  overcome  it. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  affigned  the  motives 

that  induced  Johnfon  to  the  inftitution  of  the  dub, 

and  the  writing  of  the  Rambler  -,  and  here  I  may  add^ 

that  his  view  in  both  was  fo  far  anfwered,  as  that  the 

amufements  they  aflx>rded  him  contributed,  not  only  to 

relieve  him  from  the  fatigue  of  his  great  work  the 

diftionary,  but  that  they  ferved  to  divert  that  nw 

lancholy,  which  the  public  now  too  well  knows  was 

the  difeafe  of  his  mind.     For  this  morbid  afiedion, 

as  he  was  ufed  to  call  it,  no  caufe  can  be  afHgned ; 

nor  will  it  gratify  curiofity  to  fay,  it  was  conftitutional, 

or  that  it  difcovered  itfclf  in  his  early  youth,  and 

haunted  him  in  his  hours  of  recreation  ;  and  it  is  but 

a  furmife  that  it  might  be  a  latent  concomitant  of 

that  difeafe,  which,  in  his  infancy,  had  induced  his 

mother  to  fcek  relief  from  the  royal  touch.    His- 
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own  conjefture  was,  that  he  derived  it  from  his  father^ 
of  whom  he  was  ufed  to  ipeak  as  of  a  man  in  whofe 
temper  and  charafter  melancholy  was  predominant. 
Under  this  perfuaCon,  he  at  the  age  of  about  twenty, 
drew  up  a  ftate  of  his  cafe  for  the  opinion  of  an 
eminent  phyfician  in  StafFordfhire,  and  from  him 
received   an    anfwer,    *  that   from    the    fymptoms 

*  therein  defcribed,   he  could  think  nothing  better 

*  of  his  diforder,  than  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  in- 

*  fanity ;  and  without  great  care  might  poffibly  ter* 

*  minate  in  the  deprivation  of  his  rational  Acuities/ 
The  dread  of  fo  great  a  calamity  was  one  inducement 
with  him  to  abftain  from  wine  at  certain  periods  of 
bis  life,  when  his  fears  in  this  refpeft  were  greateft  j 
but  it  was  not  without  fome  reluftance  that  he  did 
it,  for  he  has  often  been  heard  to  declare,  that  wine 
was  to  him  fo  great  a  cordial,  that  it  required  all 
his  reiblution  to  refift  the  temptations  to  ebriety. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  public,  that  during  a  period 
of  two  years,  the  dcpreffion  of  his  mind  was  at  no 
time  fo  great  as  to  incapacitate  him  for  fending  forth 
a  number  of  the  Rambler  on  the  days  on  which  it 
became  due  j  nor  did  any  of  the  effays  or  difcourfes 
therein  contained,  either  in  tht  choice  of  fubjefts  or 
the  manner  of  treating  them,  indicate  the  leaft 
fymptom  of  drooping  faculties  or  laflltude  of  fpirit. 
Neverthelefs,  whether  the  conftant  meditation  on 
fuch  topics  as  moft  frequendy  occur  therein,  had 
not  produced  in  his  mind  a  train  of  ideas  that  were 
now  become  uneafy  to  him,  or  whether,  that  intenfe- 
ncfs  of  thought  which  he  muft  have  exerted,  firft,  in 
the  conception,  and  next,  in   the   delivery  of  fuch 
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dHginal  and  noble  fentiments  as  thefe  papers  abound 
with,  had  not  made  the  relaxation  of  his  mind  ne* 
ceflary,he  thought  proper  to  difcontinue  the  Rambler 
at  a  time  when  its  reputation  was  but  in  its  dawn, 

Tke   paper   in  which  this  his  relblution  is   an- 
nounced, is  that  of  March  14,  1752,  which  concludes 
the  work.   As  he  had  given  his  readers  no  warning 
of   his    injcentipn,    they    were   unprepared   for  the 
fliock,  and  had  the  mortification  to  receive  the  tid-^ 
ings  and  the.  blow  at  the  fame  inftant,  with  the  ag- 
gravation of  a  fyinpathetic   melancholy^  excited  by 
the  mournful  expreflions  with  which  he  takes  his 
leave.    And  though  he  affefts  to.  think  the  reafons 
for  diicontinuing  the  publication,  a  lecret  to  his  rea- 
ders, it  is  but  too  apparent  that  it  was  written  in  the 
hours  of  dqeftion,  and  that  the  want  of  alflftance 
and  encouragement  was  not  the  weakelt  of  his  mo- 
tives.    Of  the  former  of  thefe  two  he  had  furely  no 
right  tp  complain,  for  he  was  fo  far  from  being  ever 
known  to  wifh  for- afliftance,  that  his  nioft  intimate 
friends  feemed  to  think  it  would  have  been  preemp- 
tion to  offer  it*    The  want  of  encouragement  indeed 
might  be  a  juftifiable  caufe  of  difcontent,  for  I  have 
reafon  to  think  that  the  number  of  papers  taken  off 
hardly  amounted  to  five  hundred  on  any  of  thc;^days 
of  publication.     NevcrthelefSj  the  flow  circulation  of 
the  ps^er  was  to  be  accounted   for  by  other  reafbn$ 
than  that  the  author  was  never  a  favourite  with  the 
public,  a  refleftion  that  would  have  been  but  excuf- 
able,  had  his  imitations  of  Juvenal  become  wa^le 
paper,  or  his  Irene,  inftead  of  being  fuffered  to  run 
niiic  nights,  been  configned  to  oblivion  on  the  firft  ^ 
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for  it  muft  be  confidcrcd,  that  the  merits  of  the 
Rambler  were  of  a  kind  not  likely  to  recommend  it  to 
thofc  who  read  chiefly  for  amufement,  and  of  readers, 
this  clafs  will  ever  be  by  much  the  mod  numerous : 
the  fubjedbs  therein  difcufTed  are  chiefly  the  weightieft 
and  moft  important,  refpeding  more  our  eternal  than 
temporal  happinefs ;  and  that  thefe  were  the  obftacks 
to  the  progrcfs  of  his  paper,  himfelf  has  unawares 
confeflcd  in  his  apology  for  the  conduft  of  it.     *  I 

*  have  never,'  fays  he,  *  complied  with  temporary 
'  curiofity,  nor  enabled  my  readers  to  dilcufs  the 
'  topic  of  the  day.     I  have  rarely  exemplified  my 

*  afleruons  by  living  charafters;    in  my  papers  no 

*  man  could  look  for  cenfures  of  his  enemies  or  praifes 
'  of  himfelf;  and  they  only  were  expe6ked  to  perufe 

*  them,  whofe  paflions  left  them  leifure  for  abftradted 

*  truth,  and  whom  virtue  could  pleafe  by  its  naked 
'  dignity/ 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  laft  paper,  he  fcems  to 
refer  to  'the  final  fentence  of  mankind,*  with  a 
fort  of  prefage,  that  one  more  deliberate  than  that 
to  which  he  was  flibmitting  might  be  more  favour- 
able to  his  labours.  He  little  thought  at  this  time  to 
what  length  the  juftice  of  mankind  would  go  j  that 
he  Ihould  be  a  witnefs  to  the  publication  of  the  tenth 
edition  of  the  Rambler,  or  that  his  heart  would  ever 
be  dilated,  as  his  friends  can  teftify  it  was,  with  the 
news  of  its  being  tranflated  into  the  Ruflian  lan- 
guage. 

Much  might  be  faid  in  commendation  of  this  ex- 
cellent work ;  but  fuch  fufFrages  as  thofe  here  men- 
tioned fet  it  almoft  above  praife.    In  the  author*s  own 
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opinion  it  was  lefs  cftimable  than  in  that  of  his  judges: 
Ibmc  merit  indeed  he  claims  for  having  enriched  his 
native  language,  but  in  terms  fo  Very  elegant  and 
modcft,  that  they  at  once  hold  forth  an  exemplar,  and 
convey  an  apology.     ^  1  have  laboured,'  fays  he,  *to 

*  refine  our  language  to  grammar  and  purity,  and 

*  to  clear  it  from  colloquial  barbarifms,  licentious 
^  idioms,    and  irregular  combinations.    Something 

*  perhaps  I  have  added  to  the  elegance  of  its  con- 
^  ftruftion,  and  fomething  to   the   harmony  of  its 

*  cadence.    When  common  words  were  lefs  pleafing 

*  to  the  ear,  or  lefs  diftinft  in  their  fignification,  I 

*  have  familiarized  the  terms  of  philofophy  by  apply- 
^  ing  them  to  popular  ideas,  but  have  rarely  admitted 
^  any  word  not  authorized  by  former  writers.' — With 
what  fiiccels  thefe  endeavours  of  his  have  been  attend- 
ed is  beft  known  tP  thofe  who  have  made  eloquence 
their  Ihidy ;  and  it  may  go  far  towards  the  ftamping 
a  laiting  charafter  of  purity,  elegance,  and  ftrength 
on  the  ftyle  of  Johnfon,  to  fay,  that  fome  of  the  mod 
popular  orators  of  this  country  now  living,  have  not 
only  propofcd  it  to  themfelves  as  a  model  for  fpeak- 
ing,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  the  cadence  and 
flow  of  his  periods,  have  adlually  gotten  whole  eflays 
fix>m  the  Rambler  by  heart. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  his  farewel  paper  is 
fo  Very  awful,  that  I  cannot  refift  the  temptation  to 
infert  it,  and  the  rather  for  that  it  feems  to  have  been 
written  under  a  perfuafion,  that  Almighty  God  had 
been  propitious  to  his  labour,  and  that  the  folemn 
addrefs  to  him  which  he  had  compofed  and  offered  up^ 
on  occadon  of  his  engaging  in  it,  had  been  heard,  and 
was  likely  to  be  accepted. 
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«  The  eflays  profeffedly  fcrious,  if  I  have  been  able 

*  to  execute  my  own  intentions,  will  be  found  ex- 

*  aftly  conformable  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity^ 

*  without  any  accommodation  to  the  licentioufnefs 

*  and  levity  of  the  prefent  age.     I  therefore  look 

*  back  on  this  part  of  my  work  with  pleafure,  which 

*  ho  praife'  of  man  (hall    diminifh  or  augment.     I 
^  ihall  never  envy  the  honours  which  wit  and  leam- 

*  ing  obtain  in  any  other  caufe,  if  I  can  be  num- 

*  bered  among  the  writers  who  have  g;rven  ardour 

*  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth : 

*  Celeftial  poW'rs !  diat  piety  regard, 

'  From  you  my  labours  wait  their  laft  reward.* 

The  Rambler,  thus  publifhed.in  numbers,  was  not 
fufFcred  to  be  loft  to  the  world)  or  to  fink  into  oMi- 
vion.  As  fpon  as,  by  the  conclufion  of  it,  it  became 
a  complete  work,  it  was  coUeded  into  volumes,  an4 
printed  ih  Scodand  *>  and,  foon  after,  alfo.here,  and 
obtained  fuch  favour  with  the  public,  as  was  an  in« 
ducement  with  Dr,  Hawkefworth  to  an  undertaking 
of  the  fame  kind,  the  publication  of  a  periodical 
paper  called  *  The  Adventurer/  For  the  carryiog 
on  fuch  a  work  as  this,  Hawkefworth,  dioiiig^  he 
pofTeiTcd  but  a  fmall  ftock  of  learning,  was  more  dian 
meanly  qualified.  He  had  excellent  natural  paic% 
and,  by  reading  the  modern  Englifli  and  French  M^ 
thorsjhad  acquired  a  flylc,  which,  by  his  acquaintaiiGC 
with  Johnfon  he  had  improved  into  a  very  good  one. 
He  wrote  vcrfes,  that  is  to  fay  \n  Englifh,  with  eafi: 

*  in  this  edition  a  tranflation  oT  the  nicttos  by  Mr.  EIphinAoa 
is  given* 
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mod  fluency,  and  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
world  than  moft  men  are  who  have  been  bred  to  no 
profeffion. 

The  fubjedls  of  thefe  papers,  like  thofe  of  the 
Rambler,  are  human  life  and  manners,  with  a  mixture 
of  humour  and  inftruftive  pleafantry,  criticifm,  and 
moral  and  religious  exhortation,  too  various,  it  mull 
be  fuppofcd,  for  the  powers  of  a  fingle  perfon  ;  they 
are  therefore  the  produce  of  different  pens,  and  may 
owe  their  merit,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  that  diverfity. 
The  curiofity  of  the  reader  is,  to  a  fmall  degree,  gra«r 
tified  by  the  laft  paper,  which  affigns  to  their  author. 
Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  fuch  as  have  a  certain  fignature, 
and  leaves  to  Dr,  Hawkefworth-himfelf  the  praifc  of 
fuch  as  are  without  any-  To  the  information  there 
given,  I  add,  that  the  papers  marked  A.  which  are 
faid  to  have  come  from  a  fource  that  foon  failed,  were 
fupplicd  by  Dr.  Bathurft,  an  original  aflbciate  in  the 
work,  and  thofe  diftinguifhed  by  the  letter  T.  by 
Johnfon*. 

The  firft  number  of  the  Adventurer  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  Tuefday,  November  7,  1752,  and  on 
that  week-day,  and  alfo  on  Saturdays,  it  continued 
to  be  publiftied,  till  the  ninth  of  March  1754.  To 
point  put  the  many  excellent  eflays  contained  in  it  is 
needlefs,  as  they  are  now  collefted  into  volumes,  and 
together  with  the  Rambler  form  a  fyftem  of  moral  and 
ceconomical  inftitution  j  two  of  them  are  to  be  looked 
on  as  curiofities  in  different  ways,  Dr,  Warton's  re- 
marks on  *  King  Lear*  and  *  the  Tempeft,*  the  moft 

•  ♦  That  Johnfon  was  the  writer  of  the  papers  iignedT,  I  aflcrt 
0n  the  authority  of  his*  Adverfaria,  in  which  are  the  original  hints  of 
many  of  them  in  his  own  band-writing. 
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learned  and  judicious  critiques  in  the  Englilh  lan- 
guage, and  the  account  of  a  native  of  Scotland,  called 
Admirable  Crichton,  didtated  from  memory  by  John- 
Ibn  to  Hawkefworth. 

As  Johnfon  cxpefted  to  be  believed  whenever  he 
cither  Ipoke  or  wrote,  he  has  not  vpuchfafed  to  cite 
any  authority  for  the  incredible  relation,  which  the 
Adventurer  contains,  of  the  perfonal  and  mental  en- 
dowments of  a  man  who  is  defcribed  as  a  monfter 
both  of  erudition  and  prowefs,  and  in  every  other 
view  of  his  charafter  is  reprefented  as  having  paffed 
the  limits  of  humanity.  That  he  had  no  authority 
for  what  he  has  related  of  him,  would  be  too  much 
to  fay,  after  he  has  afferted,  that  he  had  fuch  as  was 
inconteftible,  yet  haying  that,  he  has  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  it,  and  caft  a  veil  over  that  blaze  of 
glory,  which,  to  gaze  on  in  its  naked  fplend9ur,would 
not  dazzle  but  blind  the  beholder, 

Johnfon's  account,  for  his  I  muft  call  it  for  a  reaibn 
above  given,  is  in  thefe  words : 

^  Among  the  favourites  of  nature,  that  have  from 
'  time  to  time  appeared  in  the  world,  enriched  with 

*  various  endowments  and  contrarieties  of  excellence, 
'  none  feems  to  have  been  more  exalted  above  the 
'  common  rate  of  humanity,  than  the  naan  known 

*  about  two  centuries  ago  by  the  appellation  of  the 
'  Admirable  Crichton  -,  of  whofe  hiftory,  whatever 
'  we  may  fupprefs  as  furpaffing  credibility,  yet  we 

*  fhall,  upon  inconteftable  authority,  relate  enough  to 

*  rank  him  among  prodigies. 

*'  Virtue,"  fay3  Virgil,  *^  is  better  accepted  whcft 
**  it  comes  in  a  pleafing  form  :'*  the  perfon  of  Crich* 
^  ton  was  eminently  beautiful  j  but  his  beauty  waft 

'  confiiteat 
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*  confiftent  with  fuch  aftlvity  and  flxength^  that  in 

*  fencing,  he  would  fpring  at  one  bound  the  length 

*  of  twenty  feet  upon  his  antagoniil ;   and  he  ufed 

*  his  fword  in  either  hand  with  fuch  force  and  dex- 

*  terity,  that  fcarcc  any  one  had  courage  to  engage 

*  him. 

*  Having  ftudied  at  St.  Andrew's  in  Scodand,  he 

*  went  to  Paris  in  his  twenty-firft  year,  and  affixed 
^  on  the  gate  of  the  college  of  Navarre  a  kind  of 

*  challenge  to  the  learned  of  that  univerfity,  to  dif- 

*  pute  with  him  on  a  certain  day  j  offering  to  his 

*  opponents,  whoever  they  (hould  be,  the  choice  of 
'  ten  languages,  and  of  all  the  faculties  and  fciences. 

*  On  the  day  appointed,   three    thoufand  auditors 

*  aflembled,  when  four  doftors  of  the  church  and 
^  fifty  mafters  appeared  againft  him ;  and  one  of  his 

*  antagonifts  confeflcs,  that  the   doctors  were  dc- 

*  feated,  that  he  gave  proofs  of  knowledge  above 
'  the  reach  of  man,  and  that  a  hundred  years  paflT- 
^  ed  without  food  or  fleep,  would  not  be  lufficient 

*  for  the  attainment  of  his  learning.  After  a  dif- 
^  putation  of  nine  hours,  he  was  prefented  by  the 

*  prefident  and  prof^rffors  with  a  diamond  and  a 
^  purfe  of  gold,  and  difmiflfed  with  repeated  accla* 

<  Hiations. 

*  From  Paris  he  went  away  to  Rome,  where  he 
'  made  the  fame  challenge,  and  had,  in  the  prefence 
^  of  the  pope  and  cardinals,  the  fame  fuccefs.  After**- 
'  wards  he  contracted  at  Venice  an  acquaintance  with 
^  Aldus  Manutius,  by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  the 
^  learned. of  that  city  s  then  vifited  Pad^a,  ^ere  he 

<  engaged  in  another  public  diiputation^  beginning 
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his  performance  with  an  cxtcmporal  poem  in  praife 
of  tl^e  city  and  the  aflerabljr  then  prefent,  and  con- 
cluding with  an  oration  equally  unpremeditated  in 
commendation  of  ignorance. 
«  He  afterwards  publifhed  another  challenge,  in 
which  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  deteft  the  errors 
of  Ariftotk  and  all  his  commentators,  cither  in  the 
ccwnmon  forms  of  logic,  or  in  any  which  his  anta^ 
gonUb  fhould  propofe  of  a  hundred  different  kinds 
ofverfe. 

*  Thefe  acquifitions  of  learning,  however  ftupen- 
dous,  were  not  gained  at  the  expence  of  any  pleafure 
which  youth  generally  indulges,  or  by  the  omifDoa 
of  any  accomplifhment  in  which  it  becomes  a  gen- 
tleman to  excel:  he  praftifed,  in  great  perfedtion,  the 
arts  of  drawing  and  painting;  he  was  an  eminent 
pprfomier  in  both  vocal  and  inftrumental  muficj 
he  danced  with  uncommon  gracefulnels ;  and  on 
the  day  after  his  difputation  at  Paris,  exhibited  his 
(kill  in  horfemanlhip  before  the  court  of  France, 
where,  at  a  public  match  of  tilting,  he  bore  away 
the  ring  upon  his  lance  fifteen  times  togc«- 
ther. 

*  He  excelled  likewife  in  domeftic  games  of  left 
dignity  and  reputation;  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween his  challenge  and  difputation  at  Paris,  he 
Ipent  fo  much  of  his  time  at  cards,  dice,  and  tennis, 
that  a  lampoon  was  fixed  upon  the  gate  of  the 
Sorbonne,  diredling  thofe  that  would  fee  this 
monfter  of  erudition,    to  look   for  him  at  the 

tavern. 

^  So  extenliye  was  his  acquaintance  with  life  and 
inanners,  that  in  an  Italian  comedy,  compofed  by 

^himfeW; 
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himfelf,  and  exhibited  before  the  court  of  Mantua, 
he  is  faid  to  have  perfonated  fifteen  different  cha- 
rafters;  in  all  which  he  might  fucceed  without 
great  difficulty,  fince  he  had  fuch  power  of  reten- 
tion, that  once  hearing  an  oration  of  an  hour,  he 
would  repeat  it  exaftly,  and  in  the  recital  follow 
the  fpeaker  through  all  his  variety  of  tone  and  gef- 
ticulation. 

*  Nor  was  his  (kill  in  arms  lefs  than  in  learning, 
or  his  courage  inferior  to  his  (kill:  there  was  a 
prize-fighter  in  Mantua,  who  travelling  about  the 
world,  according  to  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  that 
age,  as  a  general  challenger,  had  defeated  the  moft 
celebrated  mafters  in  many  parts  of  Europe  5  and 
in  Mantua,  where  he  then  refided,  had  killed  three 
that  appeared  againft  him.  The  duke  repented  that 
he  had  granted  him  his  proteftion  5  when  Crichton, 
looking  on  his  fanguinary  fuccefs  with  indignation, 
offered  to  ftake  fifteen  hundred  piftoles,  and  mount 
the  ftage  againft  him.  The  duke,  with  fomc  re- 
luftance,  conlented,  and,  on  the  day  fixed,  the  com-* 
batants  appeared:  their  weapons  feem  to  have 
been  fingle  rapier,  which  was  then  newly  intro-* 
duced  in  Italy.  The  prize-fighter  advanced  with 
great  violence  and  fiercenefs,  and  Crichton  con- 
tented himfelf  calmly  to  ward  his  paffes,  and  fuffered 
him  to  exhauft  his  vigour  by  his  own  fury:  Crichton 
then  became  the  afiailant;  and  preffed  upon  him 
with  fuch  force  and  agility,  that  he  thruft  him 
thrice  through  the  body>  and  faw  him  expire :  h« 
then  divided  the  prize  he  had  won,  among  the 
widows  whofe  hufb^nds  had  been  killed. 

'  The 
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*  The  death  of  this  wonderful  man  I  fliould  be 

*  willing  to  conceal,  did  I  not  know  that  every  rca- 

*  der  will  enquire  curioufly  after  that  fatal  hour, 

*  which  is  common  to  all  human  beings,  however 

*  diftinguUhed  from  each   other  by  nature  or   by 
^  fortune. 

'  *  The  duke  of  Mantua  having  received  fo  many 

*  proofs  of  his  various  merit,  made  him  tutor  to  his 

*  fon  Vincentio  di  Gonzaga,  a  prince  of  loofe  man- 

*  ners  and  turbulent  difpofition.    On  this  occafion  it 

*  was,  that  he  compofcd  the  comedy  in  which  he  ex- 

*  hibited   io  many  different   charafters  with  exaft 

*  propriety.  But  his  honour  was  of  fhort  continuance, 

*  for  as  he  was  one  night  in  the  time  of  Carnival 

*  rambling  about  the  ftrcets  with  his  guitar  in  his 

*  hand,  he  was  attacked  by  fix  men  malked.     Nei- 

*  ther  his  courage  nor  {kill,  in  this  exigence  dcferted 

*  him  s  he  oppoicd  them  with  fuch  aftivity  and  Ipirit, 

*  that  he  foon  dilperfed  them,  and  difarmed  their 

*  leader,  who  throwing  off  his  malk,  difcovered  him- 

*  felf  to  be  the  prince  his  pupiL     Crichton  falling 
,  •  on  his  knees,  took  his  own  fword  by  the  point,  and 

*  prefented  it  to  the  prince,  who  immediately  feized 

*  it,  and  inftigated,  as  fome  fay,  by  jealoufy,  accord- 

*  ing  to  others,  only  by  drunken  fury  and  brutal  re- 
^  fentment,  thruft  him  through  the  heart. 

*  Thus  was  the  Admirable  Crichton  brought  into 

*  that  ftate,  in  which  he  could  excel  the   mcaneft 

*  of  mankind  only  by  a  few  empty  honours  paid  to 

*  his  memory :   the  court  of  Mantua  teftified  thei^ 

*  efteem  by  a  public  mourning;  the  contemporary 

*  wits  were  profufe  of  their  encomiums;  and   the 

IX  ^  palaces 
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^  palaces  of  Italy  were  adorned  with  pifturcs  reprc- 

*  fcnting  him  on  horfeback,  with  a  lance  in  one  hand 

*  and  a  book  in  the  other/ 

The  above  account  is  fo  dcfcftive  in  the  evidences 
of  hiftorical  verity,  that  it  has  been  by  fome  fufpefted 
to  be  fabulous.  It  is  true,  that  in  eflays  of  fuch  a 
kind  as  that  which  contains  this  eulogium,  it  is  not 
vlual,  for  that  would  be  to  incur  die  charge  of  pedan* 
try,  to  cite  authorities  j  neverthelefs,  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  time  and  place  feem  fo  neceflary  in  the  relation 
of  every  uncommon  event,  and  in  the  defcription  of 
every  extraordinary  perfoh,  that  the  omiflion  of  both 
in  this  initance,  as  alfo  the  chriftian  name  of  the  perfoa 
celebrated,  can  hardly  be  excufed. 

To  fupply  thcfe  defefts  I  might  refer  the  reader 
to  authorities,  that  fix  the  place  of  his  birth  at  Clunie 
in  thefliircof  Perth  in  Scotland,  the  year  thereof  at 
1551,  and  that  of  his  death  1583  s  and  that  tell  us 
alio,  that  Crichton's  name  of  baptifm  was  Janiesi 
and  as  to  the  faAs  enumerated  in  the  Adventurer, 
they  feem  to  be  fufficiendy  authenticated  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  hiftorical  information,  in  a  book  written 
in  165a,  by  Sir  Thomas  Urcjuhart*,  bearing  this 

ftrangc 

*  TVs  fingidar  peribn,  whoTe  name  is  ibmetimes  written 
Urcbar4»  was  ^  pl^yfician  of  the  h6ufe  of  Cromarty  in  Scotland^  a 
inan  of  Jeaming,  and  tljie  6ff!t  tranflator  into  Englilh  of  the  works  of 
Ba^lais.  In  the  tin^e  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  Temp.  Car.  i. 
lie  was  4  ficrcp  opponent  of  the  preftytcrian  eftablifhment,  and 
taking,  a^  we  may  fuppo{e>  an  afUve  part  againfl  it,  was  made  a 
prifbner  of  war,  and  diough  enlarged  on  his  parole,  endured  many 
hardfhips.  Befidcs  the  book  above-mentioned,  he  wrote  fundry 
ira^>  whi^h  have  lately  been  coUcftcd  and  publiihcd  in  one  vo- 
lume 
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ftrange  title,  *  EK2KTBAAATP0N,   or  the  difcovcry 

*  of  a  moft  cxquifitc  jewel  more  precious  than  dia- 

*  monds  inchafcd  in  gold,  the  like  whereof  was  never 

*  feen  in  any  age  j  .found  in  the  kennel  of  Worceftcr- 

*  ftrects,  the  day  after  the  fight,  and  fix  before  the 

*  autumnal  equinox  1651/ 

In  this  book  is  contained  a  memorial  of  fundry 
illuftrious  perfons  of  Scotland,  ferving  to  vindicate 
the  honour  of  that  nation,  but  written,  in  fuch  a 
ftylc  of  learned  tumidity  and  bombafi^  as  is  not  to 
be  paralleled  in  any  book  now  extant.  I  here  cite 
from  it  two  pafTages  refpcfting  Crichton  as  ipecimens 
thereof,  and  as  proofs  of  Johnfon'i  difcretion  in  veiling 
the  efFulgence  of  a  charaftcr  too  bright  tp  be  viewed 
in  its  genuine  luftre.  ^ 

^  It  happening  on  a  Shrove-Tuefdt^  at  night,  that 

*  this  ever-renowned  Cricbtoun^  (who,  in  the  after- 

*  noon 

lumc  oftavo,  one  whereof  is  indtled,  *  The  true  pedigree  and 
«  lineal  defcent  of  the  moft  ancient  and-  honourable  family  of 
'  Urquhart  in  the  houfe  of  Cromarty,  fixmi  the  creadon  of  the 

*  worid  till  the.  year  165  2>'  in  vAocli  we  are  not  more  aftoaiihed  tp 
meet  with  a  long  fucceifioa  of  names«  for  the  moft  part  purely 
Greek,  than  to  find  fach  minute  particulars  recorded;  as  neither 
hiftory  nor  tradition  was  ever  before  known  to  obtrude  upon  pofte« 
rity. 

For  inftance,  fpeaking  of  one  of  his  anceftors  named  Eibrmun, 
who  he  fays  lived  A.  M.  810,  and  married  Narfefia  ;  Jie  tells  this 
moft  incredible  tale :  '  He  was  fovereign  prince  of  Achaia.     For 

*  his  fortune  in  the  wars,  and  affability  in  converfktion,  his  fubje6ts 

*  and  familiars  furnamed  him  «^oxa^o?,  that  is,  fortunate  and  wcll- 

*  beloved.  After  which  time,  his  pofterity  ever  fince  hath  ac- 
«  kROwledged  him  the  father  of  all  that  carry  the  name  of  Ua  qv^ 

*  HART.    He  had  for  hi^  arm9  three  banners,  three  fhips,  and 

*  thr<jl 
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*  noon  of  that  day,  at  the  defire  of  my  lord  duke 

*  (the  whole   court  ftriving   which  fhould  exceed 

*  other  in  foolery,  and  devifing  of  the  beft  fports  to 
'  excite  laughter;  neither  my  lord,duchefs,  nor  prince, 

*  being  exempted  from  adting  their  parts,  as  well  as 

*  they  could)  upon  a  theatre  fet  up  forthe  pufpbfe, 

*  begun  to  prank  it  (5  la  Venetiana)  with  fuch  a  flou- 

*  rifli  of  mirnkky  and  etbopoetick  geflures,   that   all 

*  the  courtiers  of  both  fexcs,  even  thofe  that  a  little 

*  before  that,  were  fondeft  of  their  own  conceits, 
*-  at  the  fight  of  his  fb  inimitable  a  garb,  from  ravifli- 
^  ing  aftors,  that  they  were  before,  turned  then  ra- 
^  vilhed  fpeftators.     O!  with  how  great  livelinefs  did 

*  hercprcfent  the  conditions  of  all  manner  of  men  \ 

*  how  naturally  did  he  fet  before  the  eyes  of  the  be- 

*  holders  the  rogueries  of  all  profcffions,  from  the 

*  overweening  monarch  to  the  ptcviih  fwaine,  through 

*  all  intermediate  degrees  of  the  fuperficial  courtier 

*  or  proud  wtfm^r,  diflembled  churchman^  doting  old 

*  three  ladies,  in  a  field  Or,  with  the  pxftore  of  a  young  kdy  abovfe 

*  the  waift*  holdiag  in  her  right  hand  a  brandiihed  fword»  and  a 
/^  branch  of  myrtle  in  her  left  for  the  creft ;   and  for  fupporters, 

^  ti¥0  javanetes,  after  the  foldier  habit  of  Achaia,  with  this  motto 

*  in  the  fcrole  of  his  coat-armour>  Tavrct  q  r^ia  a|iodiar»  : — that 

*  ip»  thefe  three  are  worthy  to  behold.    Upon  his  wife  Nar(efia» 

*  who  was  fovereign  of  the  Amazons^  he  begot  Cratynter.'  Of 
Litoboms,  another  pretended  ^cefior  of  the  Urquhort  family,  who 
lived  A.  M.  1930,  he  fays,  he  married  two  wives,  Pafena  and 
Emphaneola ;  and  adds, '  yet  jiad  he,  befides  theie  two  ladies,  feve* 
'  xal  others,  both  wives  and  concubines,  as  the  fdihion  was  over 
^  the  whole  world  for  the  fpace  of  above  a  thoufand  years  there- 
'  after/  And  of  Phrenedon,  another,  whg  lived  about  itxty  yeai^ 
filter^  he  roundly  afferts,  *  that  he  was  in  the  houfe  of  the  patriarch 

*  Abraham,  at  the  time  of  the  deflru£Uon  of  Sodom  and  Go* 

*  aaoixah.* 

*  man^ 
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*  matt%  eotening  lawyer,  lying  traveter,  covetoui 
«  nurcbant,  rude  Jiaman^  pedantick  /:^/^r,  the  amou- 
«  rous  Jbepheard,  envious  artifany  vainglorious  maftery 
«  and  xiidiY/ervant ;  he  did  with  fuch  variety  difplay 
«  the  fcvcrd  humours  of  all  thefe  forts  ofpeople,  and 
<  with  a  fo  bewitching  energy^  that  he  feemed  to  be 
«  the  mginah  they  the  counterfeit  i  and  they  the  re- 
«  femilance  whereof  he  was  the  prototype :  he  had  all 
«  the  jeers,  Iquibs,  flouts^  buls,  quips,  taunts,  whims, 

*  jefts,  clinches,  gybes,  mokes,  jerks,  with  all  the 
«  fcveral  kinds  of  equivocations,  and  other  fophiftical 

*  captions,  that  could  properly  be  adapted  to  the 
«  perfon  by  whofe  reprefentation  he  intended  to  in- 
'  veagle  the  company  into  a  fit  of  mirth,  and  would 

*  keep  in  that  mifcelany  difcourfe  of  his  (which  was  all 
«  for  the  fplene,  and  nothing  for  the  gall)  fuch  a  cll- 

*  mafterical  and  mercurially  digcfted  method,  that 
^  when  the  fancy  of  the  hearers  was  tickled  with  any 

*  conceit,  and  that  the  jovial  blood  was  moved,  he 

*  held  it  going,  with  another  new  device  upon  the 

*  back  of  the  firft,  and  another,  yet  another,  and  ano- 

*  ther  againe,  fuccceding  one  another,  fyr  the  pro- 

*  moval  of  what  is  a  ftirring  into  a  higher  agitation  \ 

*  till  in  the  clofure  of  the  luxuriant  period,  the  decu-i 
«  manal  wave  of  the  oddeft  whimfy  of  al,  enforced 

*  the  charmed  fpirits  of  the  auditory,  (for  affording 

*  room  to  its  apprehenfion)  fuddenly  to  burft  forth 

*  into  a  laughter;  which  commonly  lafted  juft  fo  long 

*  as  he  had  leafure  to  withdraw  behind  the  flcreen, 
'  fhift  off  with  the  help  of  a  page,  the  fuite  he  had 

*  on,  apparel  himfelf  with  another,  and  return  to  did 

*  ftage  to  aft  afrefh  \  for  by  that  time  their  tranfported^ 

*  dilparpled,  and  fublimated  fancies,  by  the  wond^rr 

'  folly 
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'  fully  operating  engines  of  his  iblatrious  inventionsy 
'  had  from  the  hight  to  which  the  inward  femes, 

*  wheclesi  arid  pullies  of  his  wit  had  elevated  then^ 

*  dcfceftded  by.  degrees  into  their  wonted  ftacicins, 

*  he  was  ready  for  the  perfonating  of  another  carriage; 

*  whereof,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  feveral  kinds^ 

*  (during  the  five  hours  fpace,  that  at  the  dukes 
'  defire,  the  follicitation  of  the  court,  and  his  own 

*  recreation,  he  was  pleafcd  to  hiftrionize  it)  he  (hewed 
'  himfelf  fo  natural  a  reprefentative,  that  any  would 

*  have  thought  he  had  been  fo  many  feveral  a&ors, 
'  differing  in  all  things  elfe,  fave  only  the  ftature  of 
'  the  body;  With  this  advantage  above  the  moft  of 
'  other  aftors,  whofe  tongue,  with  its  oral  implements, 

*  is  the  onely  inftrument  of  their  minds  difclofing, 
'  that,  befides  his  mouth  with  its  appurtenances,  he 

*  lodged  almoft  a  feveral  oratour  in  every  member  of 
^  his  body ;  his  head,  his  eyes,  his  fhoulders,  armes, 
'  hands,  fingers,  thighs,  legs,  feet,  and  breaft,  being 

*  able  to  decipher  any  paffion,  whofe  charader  he 

*  purpofed  to  give. 

*Firft,  he  did  prefent  himfelf  with  a  crown  on  his 

*  head,  a  fcepter  in  his  hand,  being  clothed  in  a  pur- 

*  pie  robe  furred  with  ermyne  j  after  that,  with  a 

*  miter  on  his  head,  a  crofier  in  his  hand,  and  ac- 
^  coutred  with  a  paire  of  lawn-flee  ves  :  and  thereafter^ 

*  with  a  helmet  on  his  head,  the  vifiere  up,  a  com- 
'  manding-ftick  in  his  hand,  and  arrayed  in  a  buff- 

*  fuit,  with  a  fcarf  about  his  middle,  then,  in  a  rich 

*  apparel,  after  the  hewefl:  fafhion,  did  he  Ihew  him- 

*  feif,  (like  another  Sejanus)  with  a  periwig  daubed 

*  with  Cypres  powder :  in  fequel  of  that,  he  came 

*  out  with  a  three  corner'd  cap  on  his  head,  fome 

*  parchments 
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'  parchments  in  his  hand,  and  writings  hanging  at 

*  his  girdle  like  chancery  bills  5  and  next  to  that,  with 

*  a  furred  gown  about  him,  an  ingot  of  gold  in  his 

*  hand,  and  a  bag  full  of  money  by  his  fide  j  after  all 

*  this,  he  appeares  againe  clad  m  a  country-jacket, 

*  with  a  prong  in  his  hand,  and  a  MonmoutbAike-op 

*  on  his  head :   then  very  fliortly  after,  with  a  pal- 
^  mer's  coat  upon  hLnci,  a  bourdon  *  in  his  hand,  and 

*  Kbnie  few  cockle-fhels  ftuck  to  his  hat,  he  look't  as 

*  if  he  had  come  in  pilgrimage  from  Sainf  Michael  i 

*  immediatly  after  that,  he  domineers  it  in  a  bare 

*  unlined  gowne,  with  a  pair  of  whips  in  the  one  han4> 

*  and  Corderius  in  the  other :    and  in  fuite  thereof^ 

*  he  bonder/pondered  \  it  with  a  pair  of  pannier-like 

*  breeches,  a  Mountera-cap  on  his  head,  and  a  knife 

*  in  a  wooden  (heath,  dagger  ways,  by  his  fide ;  about 

*  the  latter  end  he  comes  forth  again- with  a  fquare 

*  in  one  hand,  a  rule  in  the  other,  and  a  leather  apron 

*  before  him :  then  very  quickly  after,  with'  a  fcrip 

*  by  his  fide,  a  ftieep  hook  in  his  hand,  and^abafket 

*  full  of  flowers  to  make  nofegays  for  his  miftris : 

*  now  drawing  to  a  clofure,  he  rants  it  firfl.  in  cuerpa^ 

*  and  vapouring  it  with  gingling  Ipurrs,  and  his  armes 

*  a  kenbol  like  a  Don  Diego  he  ftrouts  it,  and  by 

*  the  loftinefs  of  his   gate  plaies  the  Captan  Spa* 

*  vento :    tlien  in  the  veiy  twinkling  01  an  eye,  you 

*  would  have   feen   him    againe  iffue  forth  with  a 

*  cloak  upon  his  arm,  in  a  livery  garment,  thereby 

*  reprefenting  the  ferving-manj   and  laftly,  at  one 

*  A  mufical  inflrament  refembling  a  baflbon,  ferving  alfo  for  a 
walking-ftafF,  in  ufe  with  the  pilgrims  who  vifit  the  body  of  St. 
'  James  at  Compoftella.     Gen.  Hill,  of  the  Science  and  Pradice  of 
Mufic,  vol.  iv.  139. 
t  For  this  ftrange  word  no  meaning  can  be  found, 

*  time. 
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'  time  amongft  thofe  other,  he  came  out  with  a  long 
'  gray  beard,  and  bucked  ruflf,  crouching  on  a  ftafF 

*  tip't  with  the  head  of  a  Barber's  Cithern  *,  and  hia 

*  gloves  hanging  by  a  button  at  his  girdle. 

*  Thofe  fifteen  feveral  perfonages  he  did  reprefent 

*  with  fuch  excellency  of  garb,  and  exquifitencfs  of 
'  language^  that  condignely  to  perpend  the  fubtlety  of 

*  the  invention,  the  method  of  the  difpofition,  the 

*  neatnefs  of  the  elocution,  the  gracefulnefs  of  the 

*  aftion,  and  wonderful  variety  in  the  fo  dextrous 

*  performance  of  all,  you  would  have  taken  it  for 

*  a  comedy  of  five  afts,  confifting  of  three  fcenes, 

*  each  compofed  by  the  beft  poet  in  the  world,  and 

*  afted  by  fifteen  of  the  beft  players  that  ever  lived, 

*  as  was  moft  evidently  made  apparent  to  all  the 
■  fpeftators,  in  the  fifth  and  laft  hour  of  his  aftion, 

*  (which,  according  to  our  weftern  account,  was 
f  about  fix  aclock  at  night,  and,  by  the  calculation 

*  of  that  country,  half  an  hour  paft  three  and  twenty, 
^  at  that  time  of  the  ycer)  for,  purpofing  to  leave  of 
'  with  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  with  an  endeavour  never- 

*  thelefs  to  make  his  conclufion  the  mafter-piece  of 

*  the  work,  he,  to  that  effeft,  fummoning  all  his  fpi- 

*  rits  together,  which,  never  failed  to  be  ready  at  the 

*  cal  of  fo  worthy  a  commander,  did,  by  their  aflift- 

*  ancc,  fo  conglomerate,  fliuffle,  mix,  and  interlace  the 

*  gcftures,  inclinations,  aftions,  and  very  tones  of  the 

*  fpeech  of  thofe  fifteen  feveral  forts  of  men  whofe  car- 

*  riages  he  did  perfonate^  into  an  ineftimable  Ollapc 

*  The  inffanxnent  now  ignorantly  called  a  guitar.  It  was  for- 
merly part  of  the  fumitttre  of  a  barber's  (hop,  and  was  the  amnfe- 
ment  of  waiting  cuftomers.     See  Gen.  Hiil;,  of  the  Science  and 

'  Practice  of  Moiic,  Vol.  III.  page  4.08. 
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drida  of  immaterial  morfels  of  divers  kind^,  futable 
to  the  very  Ambrofian  relilh  of  the  Hdiconian 
Nymphs,  that  in  the  Peripetia  of  this  Dnmmatical 
exercitatioh,  by  the  inchanted  tranfportadoo  of  die 
eyes  and  cares  of  its  fpedtabundai  audhoric,  one 
would  have  fworne  that  they  all  had  looked  with 
multiplying  glafles,  and  that  (like  that  Angel  in  the 
Scripture,  whofe  voice  was  faid  to  be  like  the  voice 
of  a  multitude)  they  heard  in  him  alone  the  promil^ 
cuoiS  fpeech  of  fifteen  feveral  aftors ;  by  the  various 
raviihments  of  the  excellencies  whereof,  in  the  fio- 
licknefs  of  a  jocund  ftraine  beyond  expeftation,  die 
logofafcinated  fpirits  of  the  beholding  hearers  and 
auricularie  fpeftators,  were  fo  on  a  fuddcn  feazed 
upon  in  their  rifible  faculties  of  die  foul,  and  all 
their  vital  motions  (o  univcrfally  afFefted  in  this 
extremitie  of  agitation,  that  to  avoid  the  inevitable 
charmes  of  his  intoxicadng  ^acuhdons^  and  the 
accumulative  influences  of  fo  powerfull  a  tranlpor- 
tation,  one  of  my  lady  Dutchefs  chief  Maids  of 
Honour,  by  the  vehcmcncie  of  the  (hock  of  thofe 
incomprehen(ibl*e  raptures,  burft  forth  into  a  laugh- 
ter, to  the  rupture  of  a  veine  in  her  body  $  and  ano- 
ther young  lady,  by  the  irrefiftible  violence  of  the 
pleafure  unawares  infufed,  where  the  tender  rccep* 
tibilide  of  her  too  too  dckled  fancie  was  teaft  able 
to  hold  out,  fb  unprovidedly  was  furprifed^  that 
with  no  lefs  impetuofitie  of  ridibundal  paflioa 
then  (as  hath  been  told)  occalioned  a  fracture  in 
th^  ^dier  yo\ing  ladie  modeftie,  (he»  not  iMe 
longer  to  fupport  die  well^belovcd  burdien  of  h 
exceffivc  delight,  and  intranfing  joys  of  fiKb  Mer- 
curial czhilaradons,  through  the  ineffable  extalie  of 
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^  in  ovmnafleftd  i^pprehenfion^  fell  back  in  a  fwown^ 
'  without  the  appearance  of  any  other  fife  into  hef^ 

*  dicii  what  by  the  moft  tefined  wits  of  theological 
'  (peculators  is  conceived  to  be  exerced  by  the  pureft 
«  parts  of  the  feparaced  entekcbies  of  blefled  faints 
^  in  their  fublimefl  converfations  with  the  celeftiai 

*  hierarchies :  this  accident  procured  the  incoming  of 

*  an  apothecarie  with  refl:oratiyes>  as  the  other  did 
'  diat  of  a  furgeonj  with    confolidadve   medica- 

*  ments.' 

Speddng  of  the  manner  of  Crichton's  death,  and 
diat  it  followed  from  a  thruft  with  his  own  fwofd4>y 
the  hand  of  the  prince,  fbn  of  the  duke  of  Mantua^ 
the  author  fays; 

^  The  whole  court  wore  mourning  for  him  full 

*  three  quarters  of  a  ycer  together:  his  funetid  was 
'  very  ftately,  and  on  his  hearfe  were  ftuck  more  Epi-^ 
^  taphs.  Elegies,  Threnodies,  and  Epicediums,  then^ 

*  if  digefted  into  one  book,  would  have  out-bulk't 
'  an  Homers  works ;  feme  of  them  being  couched 
'  in  fuch  exquifite  and  fine  Latin,  that  you  would 

*  have  thought  great  Virgil^  and  B^Hfta  Manhumus^ 

*  for  the  love  of  dieir  mother-ci^,  had  quit  the  Ely 
^  Jum  fields  to  grace  his  obfequies:  and  other  of 
^  them  (befides  what  was  done  in  other  languages) 
'  compofed  in  fo  neat  Italian^  and  fb  purely  fancied, 
^  as  if  Ariofio^  Dante,  Petrark^  and  Btmbe  had  been 

*  piirpofely  refldcitated,  to  ftrctch  even  to  the  utmofb| 
^  their  poetick  vein,  to  the  honour  of  this  brave  mtti  j 

*  whofe  pi£ture  till  this  hobr  is  tb  b<^  feen  in  the  bed* 

*  chambers  or  galleries  oftheilioft  of  the  great  men  of 
'  that  nation,  reprefenting  him  on  hoffeback,  with  a 
'  lance  in  one  hand,  and  a  book  in  the  other :  and 
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*  moftof  the  young  ladies  likewife,  that  were  any 

*  thing  handfonncj  in  a  memorial  of  his  worth,  had 

*  his  effigies  in  a  little  oval  tablet  of  gold,  hanging 

*  'twixt  their  breaftsj  and  held  (for  many  yecrs  toge- 

*  ther)  thztMe^amazieni  or  intermammilary  ornament, 

*  an  as  neceflary  outward  pendicle,  for  the  better 
'  fetting  forth  of  their  accoutrements,  as  either  Fan^ 

*  M^atcby  or  Stomacher.^ 

Thcfeveral  exploits  of  Crichton,  above-related,  as 
they  appear  upon  the  face  of  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart's 
book,  are,  it  muftbe  confcfled,unfupported  by  any  cita- 
tions fromhiftory,  or  thewritings  of  contemporary  bio- 
graphers, or  other  narrators  of  remarkable  tranfaOions, 
and  may,  therefore,  in  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  re- 
fleft  on  the  hyperbolical  jftylc  of  the  author,  and  the 
extravagancies  to  which  fuch  an  enthufiaftic  fpirit  as 
his  will  lead  men,  ftand  in  need  of  ftill  farther  proof. 
J^appily^  fince  the  publication  of  the  Adventurer, 
fuch  evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  public,  as  muft 
remove  all  doubt  of  th^  exiftence  of  fuch  a  perfon  as 
Crichton,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  fafts  aboye-related 
of  him. 

*  For  this  information  *we  are  indebted  t6  Mr.  Pen- 
nant, who,  in  his  tour  to  Scotland,  vol.  I.  page  o.^^^ 
confimis  the  account  of  Sir  ThooYas  Urquhart  in  all 
^ts  particulars,  vouching,  as  his  authority,  Aldus  Ma-» 
nutius,  Joannes  Imperialis,  a  phyfician  of  Vicenza, 
^d  a  writer  whom  I  take  to  be  Eftienne  Pafquicr, 
two  of  whom  were  perfonally  acqujunted  with  him, 
and  eye-witneffes  to  the  triumphs  by  them  fcverally 
recorded.  From  Aldus  Manutius  we  learn,  that 
Crichton  was  a  fcholar  of  Buchanan. 
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Mr.  Pennant  has  fbrther  obliged  the  public  with 
feme  Latin  vcrfes  of  Crichton's  writing,  and  an  en- 
graving of  him  from  an  original  portrait. 

From  all  which  teftimonics,  it  is  but  a  neceflary 
conclufion,  thatwhatever  may  b«  fuppreffed,  as  pafling 
credibility,  of  the  perfoh  here  celebrated,  enough  is, 
upon  inconteftable  authority,  related,  to  induce  us  to 
rank  him  among  prodigies. 

That  Johnfon  diftated  this  nimiber  of  the  Adven- 
turer, I  have  already  faid :  that  he  did  not  himfelf 
write  it  may  be  thus  accounted  for  j  he  had  doubt- 
Icfs  red  the  hiftory  of  Crichton  in  Sir  Thomas  Ur- 
quhart's  book,  and  retained  it  with  that  firmnefs  of 
memory,  which  held  faft  almoft  every  thing  that  he 
met  with  in  books.  Siippofing  him,  as  we  may,  too 
indolent  to  recur  to  one  that  he  had  formerly  red 
through;  and,  in  the  hearing  of  Hawkefworth,  to  have 
related  the  tranfaftions  of  fo  wonderful  a  man,  the 
latter  might  catch  at  it  as  a  fit  fubjed):  fpr  an  eflay, 
and  give  it  to  the  world,  as  he  has  done  in  the  Ad- 
venturer. To  v(4iich  we  may  add,  that  Johnfon  w^s 
feldom  ji  narrator  of  events :  his  talent  was  original 
thinking ;  in  converfation  he  told  ftories,  and  related 
hiftorical  fafts  with  great  precifion,  but  rarely  feat 
them  abroad  in  writing. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  thftt  forenefs  of  mind, 
which  Johnfon  feems  to  have  felt  at  the  time  of  his 
difcontinuing  the  Rambler,  w?W>  in  the  ihort  intervsJ 
of  fix  months,  fo  completely  healed,  as  to  render  him 
a  difinterefted  candidate  for  praife  in  this  new  publi- 
cation ;  or  that  he  who  had  declared,  that  he  could 
not  compofc  a  fcrmon,  gratis,  would  write  an  Adven- 
turer, without  being  hired  to  it :  on  the  contrary,  it 
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is  certsuo>  that  he  retained  his  old  inaxim^  that  gaia 
was  the  only  genuine  ftimulative  to  literaiy  exertion, 
and  that  the  affiftance  he  gave  to  this  publication  wa» 
purchafedat  two  guineas^  for  cverjr  number  that  he 
iiad  finiihed  $  a  rate  erf*  payment  which  he  had  before 
^jufted  in  his  (tipulation  for  the  Rambler^  and  was 
probably  die  noeafure  of  a  reward  to  his  fdlow- 
labourers. 

The  avowed  end  of  the  Ad  venturer^  being  die  fame 
with  diat  of  the  Rambler^  and  the  plan  and  conduft 
therec^  fo  litde  different  from  it,  die  latter  "'niay  be 
confidered  as  a  continuation  of  the  former:  never'- 
tfadefs,  it  may  be  obferved^  that  in  die  Adventurer,  die 
number  of  entertaining  papers,  of  portraits,  lingular 
charafterS)  and  eflays  of  wit,  humour,  and  pleafantry, 
is  greater,  in  propordon,  dian  in  the  Rambler ;  and 
to  that  diverfity  it  was  doubdefs  owing,  that  the 
circuladon  of  it  was  more  dtflfufe.  On  the  part  of 
die  writers  it  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour,  and, 
together  with  the  Rambkr,  is  likely  to  remain  a  laft- 
ing  evidence  of  the  fpirit  thatdiAated,  and  the  public 
good  fenfe  that  encouraged,  fuch  a  feries,  as  they  bodi 
contain,  of  religious  inftru£tion,CBConomicalwifiloai9 . 
and  innocent  delight. 

Hawkefworti  has,  almoft  in  terms,  declared  hirn* 
felf  the  editor  of  the  Adventure,  and  that  the  other 
contributors -thereto  were  merely  au»liaries  J  and  his 
2cal  for  its  fuccefs  may  be  inferred  from  the  number 
of  papers  written  by  himfcif,  which,  upon  a  compa* 
rifon,  will  be  found  nearly  equal  to  that  of  all  the  nSt. 
This  zeal  was  excited  by  a  motive  far  more  ftrong 
than  any  which  aftuated  his  co-adjutors,  ^  defirc  of 
advantage  in  his  then  profeiBon,  which  oftenfibly  was 
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diat  of  a  governor  of  a  fchool  for  the  education  of 
young  females,  by  making  himfelf  known  as  a  judge 
of  life  and  manners,  and  capable  of  qualifying  thofe 
of  riper  years  for  the  important  relatione  of  doincftic 
ibciety. 

But  while  he  was  indulging  a  well-grounded  hope 
to  reap  this  fruit  of  his  ftudies,  a  reward  of  a  very 
diflfcrent  kind  courted  his  acceptance.  The  arch- 
biQiop  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Herring,  his  diocefan  and 
Neighbour,  having  perufed  his  elTays,  and  informed 
himfelf  of  his  general  character,  made  him  an  offer 
of  a  faculty  that  ihould  raife  him  above  the  level  of 
yulgar  literati,  and,  alnaofl:  without  his  being  con- 
fcious  of  any  fucK  exaltation,  create  him  a  doftor  of 
both  laws,  and  the  honour  was  accepted. 

Among  men  of  real  learning,  there  is  but  one  opi- 
nion concerning  what  are  called  Lambeth  degrees. 
The  right  of  conferring  them  is  a  relic  of  the  power 
anciently  exercifcd  in  this  country  by  the  legates  of 
the  pope,  and  is,  by  ftatute,  transferred  to  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  It  received  a  legal  fandtion  in 
the  determination,  about  the  year  lyao,.  of  the  cafe  of 
the  warden  of  Manchefter  college.  Degrees  of  this  kind 
are  often  convenient  for  clergymen,  as  they  are  quali-» 
fications  for  a  plurality  of  livings,  but,  as  they  imply 
nothing  more,  than  favour,  convey  litde  or  no  honour. 

But  Hawkefworth  was  fo  far  miftaken  in  his  notion 
of  this  aft  of  kindnefs  of  the  archbifliop,  that  though 
he  had  never  red  Juftinian,  nor  perhaps  ever  feen  the 
Corpus  Juris  Civilis,  or  Corpus  Juris  Canonici,  he 
conceived  himfelf  tranfmuted  by  it  into  a  civilian  and 
a  canonifl,  and  qualified  for  an  advocate  in  either  of 
thofe^judicatures  where  the  above  laws  arre  feverally 
fecognifed, 
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In  confequence  of  this  perfuafion,  he  made  an  efCbtt 
to  be  admitted  a  pleader  in  the  courts  of  ecclefiaftical 
,  jurididtion,  but  met  with  fuch  an  oppofition  as  ob- 
liged him  to  defift.  Upon  this,  he  bent  his  courfe 
another  way,  and,  recurring  to  his  firft  defign  of  con- 
verting his  fchool  into  a  kind  of  female  academy,  fuc- 
ceeded,  not  more  to  his  own  emolument,  than  tho 
improvement  of  tbofe  who  participated  in  the  benefits 
of  his  tuition. 

In  this  train  of  events,  and  others  ihat  are  weB 
enough  known,  it  may  be  difcerned,  that  Hawkef* 
worth  was  a  greater  gainer  by  the  AdveotiH-cr  than 
any  of  thoie  concerned  in  it.  His  fucceft,  however, 
wrought  no  good  tffc6ks  upon  his  mind  and  condu^  $ 
it  elated  him  too  much,  and  betrayed  him  into  a  for- 
getfulnefs  of  his  origin,  and  a  negleft  of  his  ^arly  ac- 
quaintance s  and  on  this  i  have  he^d  Johnfon  re- 
mark, in  terms  that  fufficientJy  cxprefied  a  knowledge 
ef  his  chara<£ter,  and  a  refentment  of  his  behaviour* 
}t  is  probable  that  he  might  ufe  th^  fame  language  to 
Hawkefworth  himfelf,  and  alfo  reproach  him  with  tho 
acceptance  of  an  academical  honour  to  which  he  could 
have  no  pretenGons,  and,  which  Johnfon,  conceiving 
to  be  irregular,  as  many  yet  do,  held  in  great  con* 
tempt;  thus  much  is  certain,  that  ibon  after  the  at<p 
tainment  of  it,  the  intimacy  between  them  ceafed. 

The  expedients  abovo- mentioned,  and  th^  vlfits  of 
a  variety  of  friends,  which  his  writings  had  procured 
him,  afforded  Johnfon  great  relief,  and  enabled  him  to 
)e:eep  at  a  bay  thofe  terrors,  ^ich  were  almoft  incef- 
£intly  availing  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1753,  O.  S.  when  it  plealbd  God  to  try  him  by  a  ca« 
Jamity,  which  was  very  near  realizing  all  thofe  evils 
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which^  for  a  fcries  of  years,  he  had  dreaded:  this  was 
the  lofs  of  his  wife,  who,  on  the  aSth  day  of  March^ 
and  after  feventeen  years  cohabitation^  left  him  a 
childlefs  widower,  abandoned  to  forrow,  and  incapable 
ofconiblation* 

Thofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with  them  both, 
wondered  that  Johnfbn  could  derive  no  comfort  from 
the  ufual  refources,  rcfleftions  on  the  conditions  of 
mortality,  the  inftability  of  human  happinefe,  refig- 
nation  to  the  divine  will,  and  other  topics;  and  the 
more,  when  they  confidered,  that  their  marriage  was 
not  one  of  thofe  which  inconfiderate  young  people 
call  love-matches,  and  that  fhe  was  more  than  old 
enough  to  be  his  mother ;  that,  as  their  union  had  not 
been  produdlive  of  children,  the  medium  of  a  new 
relation  between  them  was  wanting  j  that  her  inat- 
tention to  Ibme,  at  leaft,  of  the  duties  of  a  wife,  were 
evident  in  the  pcrfon  of  her  hufband,  whofe  negli- 
gence of  drefs  feemed  never  to  have  received  the 
icaft  corredtion  from  her,  and  who,  in  the  fordidnefs 
of  his  apparel,  and  the  complexion  of  his  linen,  even 
Ihamed  hen    For  thefe  reaibns  I  have  oftien  been 
inclined  to  think,  that  if  this  fondnefs  of  Johnfon 
for  his  wife  was  not  diflembled,  it  was  a  leflbn  that 
he  had  learned  by  rote,  and  that,  when  he  praAifed 
it,  he  knew  not  where  to  ftop  till  he  became  ridicu- 
lous.    It  is  true,  he  has  celebrated  her  perfon  in  the 
word  formofas,  which  he  caufed  to  be  infcribed  on 
her  gravc-ftone;  but  could  he,  with  that  impcrfeaion 
in  his  fight  which  made  him  fay,  in  the  words  of 
Milton,  he  never  faw  the  human  face  divine,  have 
been  a  witnefs  of  her  beauty  ?  which  we  may  fuppofe 
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Jiad  fuftamed  feme  lofi  before  he  marriedi  hm 
daughter  b]r  her  former  hulband  being  but  Ikde 
younger  dian  Jdmibn  hknfdfl  As,  durtag  her  lifi^- 
ttne,  he  inyited  but  few  of  his  friends  to  his  houle^  I 
never  faw  her,  but  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Garrick^ 
J2r.  Hawkefwordiji  and  others^  that  there  was  fixnewhat 
crazy  in  the  behaviour  of  them  both;  profound  refpeft 
on  his  part>  and  die  airs  of  an  antiquated  beauty  on 
ber's.  Johnfon  had  not  dien  been  ufed  to  die  company 
of  women,  and  nothing  but  his  converfation  rendered 
him  tokxabie  among  them :  it  was,  dierefore,  ocaf^ 
£xry  diat  he  fhould  pra&ice  his  beft  manners  to  one 
vhooi,  as  Ae  was  defcended  fix>m  an  ancient  family^ 
and  had  brought  him  a  fortune,  he  thou^t  his  &• 
perior.  This,  after  all,  muft  be  fiud,  that  he  la- 
boured to  raife  his  opinion  of  her  to  the  highcfi^ 
by  inierting  in  many  of  her  books  of  devodon  that 
I  have  feen,  fuch   endearing  memorials  as  thefe: 

'  This  was  dear  Tetty's  book.* «  This  was  a 

^  prayer  which  dear  Tetty  was  accuftomed  to  fay/ 
not  to  mention  his  frequent  recoUeAion  of  her  in  hk 
meditations^  and  the  fingulaciiy  of  his  prayers  rcfyoBb^ 
ingher.. 

To  fo  hi^  a  pitch  had  he  worked  his  remembranca 
of  her,  that  he  requefted  a  £vine,  of  hisacquaiiitancei 
so  preach  a  femon  at  her  interment,  wldch,  probaUj, 
he  wouU  have  written  himfe]f,but  was  difitiadedfinom 
fo  oftentatious  a  di^lay  of  the  virtues  of  a  woman» 
wlio,  though  (he  was  his  wife»  was  but  little  known* 
He  intended  alfo  to  have  depofited  her  remains  in  the 
chapel  in  TotfaiU  fields^  Weftmiofter,  but,  altering  his 
inind^  he  committed  the  di^x/alofthemtohisfiiead 
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HawkdfVrordi*  who  buried  lirr  in  his  own  parifli^ 
church  of  Bfonde/  in  lt!ent,  under  a  black  maiUtt 
fione^  on  which  Johnion  fainalel^  a  few  mondu  bQ» 
fore  his  de^th^  caufed  the  fdlowing  memorial  to  be 
infcribed: 

Hie  conduntur  reliquiae 

Elizabeths 

Antiqua  Jarvifiorum  gente^  ^ 

Peadingse^  apud  Leiceflrienfes,  ortas  i 

.Formoib^  cultae^  ingeniofie,  pis  s 

Uxoris,  primis  nuptiis>  Hen rici  Porter^ 

Secundis,  Samuejlis  Johnson  i 

.  Qiii  multum  amatam^  dkique  de0ctaa» 

Hoc  lapide  contexit. 

Obiit  Londini^  mcnfe  Mart* 

A.  D.  MDCCUIL 

I  have  been  informed  thac»  in  his  early  youthjfae 
entertained  a  romantic  paf&on^  excited  poffibly  by 
reading  the  poets,  for  a  young  woman  of  a  fiimiiy 
and  in  circumftances  far  above  him;  but  proofs  are 
wanting  that  Johnfon  wasj  at  any  period  of  his 
life^  fufceptible  of  amorous  eipotipitf.  In  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  worid»  he  had  becoriie  known  to 
many  of  the  female  fa,  who  Ibught  his  converfa* 
tion^y  but  it  was  never  heard  that  he  entertain* 
ed  a  pai&on  for  any  one^  or  was  in  any  pdi^ 
fenfe  a  lover^  than  as  he  was  the  author  of  amo* 

•  Pofierity  will  wonder  M  beKM«dut  acdehnlfidcoiirtievui, 
Kitty  Fiiher«  was  of  tbe  aiuiibrr*  f«d  tiMiC«  pofiUy  b^^ 
the  attempt  ff  Uh  Oft  Pmsttwm$  Afi  oofis  left  ha  cud  ai 
Ik  l^oufe. 
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rous  veries.  If  erer  he  Was  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing one  in  reality,  it  was  of  a  young  woman  whom 
he  ufcd  to  call  Molly  Afton,  of  whofe  wit,  and  of  the 
delight  he  enjoyed  in  converfmg  with  her,  he  would 
Ipeak  with  rapture  *,  but  this  was  in  the  life-time  of 
Mrs.  Johnlbn,  and  he  was  a  man  too  ftrift  in  his 
morals  to  give  any  reafonable  caufe  of  jealoufy  to  a 
wife. 

The  melancholy,  which  feized  Johnfon  on  the  death 
of  his  wife,  was  not,  in  degree,  fuch  as  ufually  follows 
the  deprivation  of  near  relations  and  friends :  it  was 
qf  the  blackeft  and  deepeft  kind.  That  affcdion, 
which  could  excite  in  the  mind  of  Milton  the  pleaf- 
ing  imi^s  defcribed  in  his  fonnet  on  his  deceafed 
wife, 

^  Methought  I  faw  my  late  elpoufed  faint,* 

wrought  no  fuch  efiedt  on  that  of  Johnlbn :  the  appa- 
xition  of  his  departed  wife  was  altogether  of  the 
.terrific  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a  hope  that  (he 
was  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs. 

^  She  was  a  violent  whlgy  and,  by  confequence,  adeclaimer  for 
liberty,  ajHuticular  in  her  character  that  induced  Johnfon  to  com- 
pliment lier  in  the  following  elegant  epigram : 

Liber  ut  eiTe  velim,  fuafifti  pulchra  Maria* 
Ut  maneam  liber— pulchra  Maria*  vale  I 

dull  tranflated  by  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  Efq; 

When  fdir  Maria's  fbftperfnaiive  ftrain 
Bids  univerial  liberty  to  reign, 
Ob!  howat  variance  are  her  lips  and  eyes! 
For*  while  the  charmer  talks*  the  gaxer  dies. 

That 
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That  thefe  gloomy  conceptiom  were  in  part  owing 
to  the  books  he  had  been  apcuftomed  to  read,  I  have 
little  doubt.  Sundry  paflages  occur  in  his  writings^ 
which  induce  a  fufpicion,  that  his  notions  of  the  ftatc 
of  departed  fpirits  were  fuch.  as  are  now  deemed  fuper^ 
ftitious;  and  I  will  not  attempt  to  vindicate  him 
from  the  charge  of  believing  fome  of  the  many  rela* 
lions  extant,  that  go  to  prove  an  ihtercourfe  between 
them  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth.  Thefe,  as  they 
were  fyftematical,  and  fuch  as  he  was  able  to  diftnd 
by  arguments  the  moft  ipecious,  I  can  no  better  ac» 
count  for,  than  by  a  fuppofition,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
his  ftudies  he  had  been  a  dabbler  in  demonology.  by 
which  I  mean,  not  the  writings  of  thofe  vulgar  authwi 
who  relate  the  intrigues  apd  midnight  banqueti  of 
witches  with  infernal  fpirits,  or  that  teach  the  difference 
between  black  and  white  witches,  and  aflert  the  power 
of  them  and  then-  agents  to  harm  us,  but  from  thoft 
more  authentic  writers,  namely,  Mede,  and  others 
whole  proofs,  that  the  dodfaine  of  demons  made  a 
part  of  the  gentile  theology,  have  induced  an  opinion 
that  in  thefe  later  times  departed  (pirits  have  fuch  an 
exiftence  as  the  intercourfe  above-mentioned^,  feems 
to  imply. 

Not  to  dwell  longer  on  fo  painful  a  fubjedt,  I  will 
difmifs  thefe  refleftions  with  an  obfervation,  that  by 
the  unhappinefs  of  his  bodily  conftitution,  and  the 
defeft  of  his  organs  of  fenfe,  he  was  rendered  unfuf- 
ceptible  of  almoft  all  thofe  delights  which  we  term 
pleafures  of  the  imagination,  and  which  help  to  foothc 
the  mind  under  aiBiftion  j  and  this  melancholy  truth 
I  fhall  attempt  to  illuftrate  by  the  following  obferr 
vations : 

With 
a 
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Widi  it^ft  to  fights  it  muftbe  noted^thathe  was 
cf  chat  ciafs  of  men^  wko>  from  a  defeft  in  the  vifiud 
organs,  are  termed  myc^s^  or  near-fighced  perfbns  i 
and&rther^  that  difeafe  had  deprived  him  of  die  ufe 
of  one  eye,  the  confeqtience  whereof  was,  that  in  lieu 
of  thofc  ▼arious  delightful  proipefe  which  the  face 
of  nature  afibrds>  the  beaudful  and  the  grand,  diat 
multiply  idieas  and  adminifter  delight,  as  well  in  the 
fe^ftion  as  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  them,  his 
mind  was  prefented  with  an  univerfal  blank.  Nor 
was  his  misfortune  kfi,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  objeAs 
wherein  beauty,  fymmetry,  and  harmony  of  parts  and 
propordons  are  refident:  to  him  a  ftatue  was  an 
onlhapen  mafs,  and  a  fumptuous  edifice  a  quarry 
<^ftone.  Ofthe  beauties  of  pwidng,  notwithftand*- 
mg  the  many  eulogiums  on  diat  art  \«4uch,  after  the 
commencement  of  his  fiiendfhip  widi  Sir  Jolhua 
Reynolds^  he  infbrted  in  his  writings,  he  had  Hot  the 
leaft  concepdon  i  and  this  leads  me  to  mendon  a  fad 
to  the  purpofe,  which  I  well  remember.  One  evenings 
at  the  club,  I  came  in  mdth  a  finall  roll  of  printsi 
which,  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  picked  up :  I  think 
they  were  landfcapes  of  Perdile,  ahd  laying  it  down 
with  my  hat,  Johnfon's  curiofity  prompted  him  to 
take  it  up  and  unroll  it :  he  viewed  die  prints  feverally 
widi  great  attendon,  and  aflced  me  what  ibrt  of  plea- 
iurefuch  things  could  afibrd  me;  I  told  him,  diat  as 
reprefentations  of  nature,  containing  an  aflemblage 
of  fuch  pardculars  as  render  rural  fcenes  ddig^tful, 
they  prcfentcd  to  my  mind  the  objefts  thernfelve% 
and  tliat  my  imagination  reallfed  die  profpeft  before 
me;  he  iaid>  that  was  lAorethan  his  would  do^  fbr  that 
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in  liis  whole  life  be  was  nearer  capableof  dUcerhii^  the 
leaft  refemblance.  of  any  kind  between  a  pifbire  and 
the  ittbjeft  it  was  intended  to  reprefent* 

To  the  ddights  of  mufic^  he  was  equally  in&nfSbfe  s 
aekher  voice  nor  inftniment^  nor  the  harmony  of  am* 
cordant  founds,  had  power  orer  his  afieftionsy  or  even 
to  engage  his  attention.  Of  mufic  in  ^eral,  he  has 
been  hoird  to  fay,  ^  k  eiccitcs  m  jny  mind  no  ideas^ 
^  and  hinders  me  from  conterapladi^  my  own  1'  and 
ofafine  finger,  or  mfbumental  perfomier,that  ^he  bad 
^  the  ijneiit  of  a  Canary-birdV  Not  that  his  hearing 
was  fo  defeftire  as  to  account  fin*  this  in&nfibility^ 
but  he  labomed  under  the  misfortune  wfaidi  he  has 
noted  in  his  life  of  Banetier,  and  b  common  to  more 
peribns  than  in  diis  mufical  age  are  willing  to  con&fa 
ht  of  wanting  diat  additional  fenfe  or  fiiralty,  wfaidi 
Tenders  mufic  grateful  to  the  human  ear« 

From  this  ftateofhis  mental  and  bodily  conftitmion^ 
It  mufl:  neoeflarily  be  mferred,  that  his  comforts  were 
Teiy  few,  and  that  his  mind  had  no  counterpoaie 
^jainft  diofe  erSs  of  ficknefi,  forroW,  and  want^ 
which,  at  difierent  periods  of  his  Mfe  he  laboured 
under,  and  in  Ibme  of  his  writings  padiedcaHy 
laments.    Of  this  misfortune  himfidf  was  fenfibH 

^  I  have  fimiednies  dioqght  that  mafic  was  pofittve  pain  to  luau 
Upoa  lus  once  hearing  a  celebrated  performer  go  through  a  hard 
eompofiticm,  and  hearing  it  remarked  that  it  wai  very  difictft^ 
Johnfim  find,  'I  would  it  had  been  impoffible/  At  a  feienceof 
vrinch  he  was  agnorsnt.  he  ooutemned  it.  In  the  early  palt  of  my 
lift  I  had  coUefted  fi>me  memoirs  of  Abbate  Steffimi>  Mr.  Hand^'t 
frcdecefSnr  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  and  the  compofer  of  thoTe  fine 
daets  thatgo  under  his  name,  with  a  view  to  print  them,  as  prefentt 
to  fine  mufical  friends :  I  fubmitted  the  manuTcript  to  Johnibn'a 
pemfidj  and  he  returned  it  with  corre£tions  that  turned  to  rida* 
fMe  aU  I  had  iaid  of  him  and  his  works  • 
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and  the  frequent  reflection  thereon  wrought  in  him 
a  per&aIion>  that  the  evils  of  human  life  preponde* 
rated  againft  the  enjoyments  of  it ;  and  this  opinion 
he' would  frequently  enforce  by  an  obfervation  on  the 
general  ufe  of  narcotics  in  all  parts  of  the  worlds  as» 
in  die  eaft,  and  Ibuthem  countries/ opium;  in  the 
vre&y  and  northern,  fpirituous  liquors  and  tobacco  *  i 
and  into  this  principle  he  refblved  moft  of  the  tennp- 
tatbhs  to  ebriety.  To  the  ufe  of  the  former  of  thefe, 
himfelf  had  a  ftrong  propenfity,  which  increafed  as 
he  advanced  in  years  :  his  firft  inducement  to  it  was^ 
relief  againft  watchfulneis,  but  when  it  became  habi^ 
tual,  it  was  the  means  of  pofitive  plearure,  and  asfuch^ 
was  reforted  to  by  him  whenever  any  depreflldn  of 
fpirits  made  it  neceflary.  His  praftice  was,  to  cake 
it  in  fubftance,  that  is  to  fay,  half  a  grain  levigated 
with  a  fpoon  .againft  the  fide  of  a  cup  half  full  of 
£xne  liquid/  which,  as  a  vehicle,  carried  it  down. 
•  With  fo  few  rcfources  of  delight,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  after  the  lofe  of  bis.  wife^  his  melanr 
choly  was  hardly  fupportable.  Company  and  converr 
fation  were  the  only  reliefs  to  it,  and  when  thefe  fuled 
him  he  was  miferable.  At  the  club  ia  Ivy  lane,  our 
aifual  hour  of  departure  was  eleven,  and  when  that 
approached  he  was  frequendy  tempted  to  wander  the 
Itrccts,  and  join  in  the  converfation  of  thofe  miier- 
able  females  who  were  there  to  be  met  with.  Of 
thefe  he  was  very  inquifitive  as  to  their  courfe  of  life, 
the  hiftory  of  their  feduftion,  and  the  chances  of  re- 
claiming them.    The   firft    queftion    he   generally 

•  He  has  been  heard  to  remark,  that  fince  the  difafe  of  finoaidng 

among  the  better  fort  of  people,  filicide  has  been  more  frequent  in 

this  country  than  before. 

afltcd. 
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afked  was,  if  they  could  read.  Of  one  who  was  very 
handfome,  he  afked,  for  what  Ihe  thought  God  had 
given  her  fo  much  beauty :  fhe  anfwered — '  To  pleafe 
*  gentlemen  *.' 

in  the  midft  of  the  diftrefles  which,  at  •this  period 
of  his  life,  furrounded  him,  he  found  both  inclination 
and  the  means  to  be  helpful  to  others^  His  wife, 
a  fhort  time  before  her  death,  had  configned  to  his 
care  a  friend  of  her  own  fcx,  a  perfon  of  very  Extraor- 
dinary endowments,  whom,  for  a  benevolent  purpofe 
that  will  be  fhordy  mentioned,  Johnfon  had  invited 
to  a  refidcnce  in  his  houfe:  This  was  Mrs.  Anna 
Williams,  whofe  hiftory  is  as  follows : 

Her  father,  Zachariah  Williams,  was  a  furgeon  and 
phyfician  in  South  Wales,  a  man  of  parts  and  great 
ingenuity:  he  had  addidled'himfclf  to  mathematical 
Iludies,  and  having,  by  a  kind  of  intuitive  penetra-  ' 
lion,  difcovered,  that  the  variations  of  the  magnetici 
needle  were  equal  at  equal  diftances  eaft  and  weft  1 
he  entertained  a  fanguine  hope,  that  he  had  attained 
the  means  of  afcertaining  the  longitude.  As  London 
was  the  place  where  he  thought  he  Ihould  beft  avail 
himfelf  of  his  difcovery,  and  alfo  turn  it  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  fortunes,  be,  in  the  year  1730, 
With  an  apparatus  of  mathematical  and  nautical  Inftru- 
rtients  of  his  own  invention,  left  his  habitation  and 
bufinefs,  and,  together  with  his  daughter,  fettled  in 
the  metropolis.  His  firft  bufinefs  was,  to  lay  before 
the  commiffioners  of  the  longitude  the  fruits  of  his 

*  TMs  ftoiy  is  too  well  attefted  for  me  to  omit  it ;  bat  it  leaves 
it  a  queftion,  how^  with  the  defefl  of  fight  under  which  he  laboured, 
he  was  capable  of  difcerning  beauty.  He  might  poiTibly  think  it 
an  indi(penfable  requifite  for  her  profcITion,  and  therefore  conclude 
dnt  (he  had  it. 

Vol.  I.  Y  ftudies  j 
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ftudics  J  but,  upon  a  due  examination,  they  all  proved 
abortive :  no  proportion  whatever  of  the  reward  could 
be  affigned  him  as  his  due  -,  but,  as  a  kind  of  recom- 
pence  for  his  difappointment,  means  were  found  to 
procure  him  a  maintenance  in  the  Charterhoufe,  and 
accordingly  he  was  admitted  into  that  afylum  of 
age  and  poverty.  With  all  his  ingenuity  and  fcien- 
tific  wifdom,  which  I  have  heard  his  daughter,  with 
an  excufable  partiality,  magnify  beyond  credibility,  he 
muft  have  been  defeftive  in  worldly  prudence  i  for, 
cither  by  the  infraftion  of  ceconomical  regulations,  or 
fome  other  mifcondudt  refpefting  the  endowment 
from  which  he  derived  his  fupport,  he  rendered  him- 
felf  at  firft  obnoxious  to  cenfure  from  the  governors, 
and  in  the  end  was  obliged  to  forego  all  the  benefits 
of  it,  to  become  an  outcaft,  and,  at  the  age  of  feventy- 
five,  to  fufFer  (hipwreck  in  the  wide  ocean  of  the 
world.  In  a  narrative,  publilhed  in  1749,  he  com- 
plains of  his  expulfion  as  an  adt  of  injuftice. 

What  became  of  him  afterwards  I  could  never 
learn,  fave  that  in  the  year  1755,  he  publifhed  in 
Italian  and  Englifli  a«book  intitkd,  *  An  account  of 
'  an  attempt  to  afcertain  the  longitude  at  fea,  by  an 
•  exaft  theory  of  the  magnetical  needle,'  written,  as 
it  is  fuppofejj,  by  johnfbn,  and  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Baretti.  Of  his  daughter,  I  am  able  to  fay  more, 
having  known  her  a  long  time.  About  ten  years 
after  her  arrival  with  her  father  in  London,  fhe  was 
alarmed  by  tlie  appearance  of  a  cataraft  on  both  her 
eyes,  which  continued  to  increafe  till  it  totally  de- 
prived her  of  her  fight.  Before  this  calamity  befel 
her,  fhe,  with  the  affiftance  of  her  father,  had  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  the  French  and  Italian 
10  languages 
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languages,  and   had    made   great  improvements  in 
literature,  which,  together  with  the  exercife  of  her 
needle,  at  which  fhe  was  very  dextrous,  as  well  after 
the  lols  of  her  fight  as  before,  contributed  to  fupport 
her  under  her  affliftion,  till  a  time  when  it  was  thought 
by  her  friends,  that  relief  might  be  obtained  from  the 
hand  of  an  operating  furgeon.     At   the  requeft  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,  I  went  with  her  to  a  friend  of  mine> 
Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  fenior  furgeon  of  Guy's  hofpital, 
who  before  had  given  me  to  underftand,  that  he  would 
couch  her  gratis  if  the  cataraft  was  ripe,  but  upon 
making  the  experiment  it  was  found  otherwife,  and 
that  the  cryftalline  humour  was  not  fufficiently  in* 
fpiffated  for  the  needle  to  take  efFeft.     She  had  been 
almoft  a  conftant  companion  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  for  fome 
time  before  her  deceafe,  but  had  never  refided  in  the 
houfe:  afterwards,  for  the  convenience  of  performing 
the  intended  operation,  Johnfon  took  her  home,  and 
upon  the  failure  of  that,  kept  her  as  the  partner  of 
his  dwelling  till  he  removed  into  chambers,  firft  in 
Gray's  inn,  and  next  in  the  Temple.     Afterward,  in 
1766,  upon  his  taking  a  houfe  in  Johnfon's  court  in 
Fleet  ftreet,  he  invited  her  thitheif  and  in  that,  and ' 
his  laft  houfe  in  Bolt  court,  (he  fucceffively  dwelt  for 
the  remainder  of  her  life. 

The  lofs  of  her  fight  made  but  a  fmall  abatement 
of  her  chearfulnefs,  and  was  fcarce  any  interruption 
of  her  ftudies.  With  the  afliftance  of  two  female 
friends,  flic  tranflated  from  thp  French  of  Pere  La 
Bletrie,  the  life  of  the  emperor  Julian*.  In  1755, 
Mr.  Garrick,  ever  difpofcd  to  help  the  afflifted,  in- 


*  S<e  it  mendoned  in  Nichols's  Life  of  Bowyo*. 
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dulged  her  with  a  benefit-play  that  produced  her 
two  hundred  pounds;  and  in  1766,  Ihe  publiflied  by 
fubfcription  a  quarto  volume  of  mifcellanies  in  profe 
and  verfe,  and  thereby  increafed  her  little  fund  to 
thre;r  hundred  pounds,  which,  being  prudendy  inveft- 
cd,  yielded  an  income,  that  under  fuch  proteftion  as 
flie  experienced  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  was  fufficient  for 
her  fupport. 

She  was  a  woman  of  an  enlightened  underftanding ; 
plain,  as  the  women  call  it,  in  her  perfon,  and  eafily 
provoked  to  anger,  but  pofleffing,  neverthelefs,  fomc 
excellent  moral  qualities,  among  which  no  one  was 
more  confpicuous,  than  her  defirc  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  others,  and  of  this  fhe 
gave  a  fignal  proof,  by  her  folicitude  in  favour  of 
an  inllitution  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of 
poor  deferred  females  in  the  parilh  of  St,  Sepulchre, 
London,  fupported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
ladies,  and,  as  the  foundation-ftone  of  a  fund  for  its 
future  fubfiftence,  (he  bequeathed  to  it  the  whole  of 
that  little,  which,  by  the  means  above-menrioned, 
Ihe  had  been  able  to  accumulate.  To  the  endow- 
ments and  qualities  here  afcribed  to  her,  may  be 
added,  a  larger  Ihare  of  experimental  prudence  than  is 
the  lot  of  moft  of  her  fex.  Johnfon,  in  many  exi- 
gences, found  her  an  able  counfellor,  and  feldotn 
fliewed  his  wifdom  more  than  when  he  hearkened  to 
her  advice.  In  return,  fhe  received  from  his  convcr- 
fation  the  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  improve- 
ment, which  Ihe  cultivated  fo,  as  in  a  great  meafure 
to  fmooth  the  conftitutibnal  alper ity  of  her  temper. 
When  thefe  particulars  are  known,  this  intimacy, 
trhich  begau  with  compafiion,  and  terminated  in  a 
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friendfliip  that  fubfifted  till  death  diffolved  it,  will  be 
ealily  accounted  for. 

Johnfon  had  but  for  a  Ihort  time  enjoyed  the  relief 
from  folitude  and  melancholy  refle(5tion  which  this 
friendly  attachment  afforded  him,  before  he  expe- 
rienced that  afHiftion,  which,  in  the  Qourfe  of  nature, 
is  the  concomitant  of  longevity,  in  Oic  lofs  of  his 
friend  Cave,  who  finifhed  a  ufeful  and  well-fpent  life 
in  the  month  of  January,  1754.  It  might  feem  that 
between  men  fo  different  in  their  endowments  imd 
tempers  as  Johnfon  and  Cave  were,  little  of  true 
friendfhip  could  /iubfift,  but  the  contrary  was  the 
cafe :  Cave,  though  a  man  of  a  faturnine  difpofition, 
had  a  f^acity  which  had  long  been  exerciied  in  the 
difcrimination  of  men,  in  fearching  into  the  rccefles 
of  their  minds,  and  finding  out  what  they  were  fit 
for;  and. a  liberality  of  fentimcnt  and  aftion,  which, 
under  proper  reftriitions,  inclined  him  not  only  to 
encourage  genius  and  merit,  but  to  efteem  and  even 
to  venerate  the  polfeflbrs  of  thofe  qualities  as  often  as 
he  met  with  them :  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  fuppofed, 
but  that  he  entertained  a  high  regard  for  fuch  a  man 
as  Johnfon,  and,  having  had  a  long  experience  of  his 
abilities  and  integrity,  that  he  had  improved  this  dif- 
pofition into  friendfhip.  Johnfon,  on  his  part,  fought 
for  other  qualities  in  thofe  with  whom  he  meant  to 
form  connexions  :  had  he  determinediito  make  only 
thofe  his  friends  whofe  endowments  were  equal  to  his 
own,  his  life  would  have  been  that  of  a  Garthufian ; 
he  was  therefore  more  fblicitous  to  contraft  friend- 
ihips  with  men  of  probity  and  integrity,  and  endued 
widi  good  moral  qualities,  than  widi  diofe  whofe  in- 
telle£tual  powers,  or  literary  attainments,  were  the 
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moft  confpicuous  part  of  their  charaftcr;  and  of 
the  former.  Cave  had  a  fhare,  fufficient  to  juftify  hb 
choice* 

On  this  mutual  regard  for  each  other,  as  on  a  folid 
bafis,  retted  the  friendfhip  between  Johnfon  and  Cave. 
It  was  therefore  with  a  degree  of  Ibrrow,  proportioned 
to  his  feelings  towards  his  friends,  which  were  ever 
tender,  that  Johnfon  reflefted  on  the  lofs  he  had  to 
fuftain,  and  became  the  narrator  of  the  moft  important 
incidents  of  his  life.  In  the  account  which  he  has 
given  of  his  death,  it  will  be  readily  believed,  that 
what  he  has  related  refpefting  the  conftancy  of  his 
friendfhip,  is  true,  and  that  when,  as  the  laft  adt  of 
reafon,  he  fondly  prefled  the  hand  that  was  afterwards 
employed  in  recording  his  memory,^  his  afFeftion  was 
fincere. 

By  fome  papers  now  In  my  hands  it  feems  that,  not- 
withftanding  Johnfon  was  paid  for  writing  the  Ramb- 
ler, he  had  a  remaining  intereft  in  the  copy-right  of 
that  paper,  which  about  this  time  he  fold.  The  pro- 
duce thereof,  the  pay  he  was  receiving  for  his  papers 
in  the  Adventurer,  and  the  fruits  of  his  other  literary 
labours,  had  now  exalted  him  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  com- 
parative affluence,  as,  in  his  judgment,  made  a  man- 
iervant  neceffary.  Soon  after  the  deceafe  of  Mrs, 
Johnfon,  the  father  of  Dr.  Bathurft  arrived  in  England 
from  Jamaica,  and  brought  with  him  a  negro-rfervant, 
a  native  of  that  ifland,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  baptized 
and  named  Francis  Barber,  and  fent  for  inftruftion 
to  Burton  upon  Tees  in  Yorkfhire :  upon  the  deceafe 
pf  captain  Bathurft,  for  fo  he  was  called,  Francis 
'^ent  to  live  with  his  fon,  who  willingly  parted  with 
him  to  Johnfon,   The  ufcs  for  which  he  w^  intended 
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to  ferve  this  his  laft  mafter  were  not  very  apparent, 
for  Diogenes  himfelf  never  wanted  a  fervant  lefs  than 
he  feemed  to  do  :  the  great  bufhy  wig,  which  through- 
out his  life  he  afFefted  to  wear,  by  that  clofenefs  of 
texture  which  it  had  contrafted  and  been  fufFered  to 
retain,  was  ever  nearly  as  impenetrable  by  a  comb 
as  a  quickfet  hedge;  and  little  of  the  duit  that  had 
once  fettled  on  his  outer  garments  was  ever  known  to 
have  been  difturbed  by  the  brufh.  In  Ihort,  his  garb 
and  the  whole  of  his  external  appearance  was,  not  to 
fay  negligent,  but  flovenly,  and  even  fqualidj  to 
all  which,  and  the  neceffary  confequences  of  it,  he 
appeared  as  infenfible  as  if  he  had  been  nurtured  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope :  he  faw  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  ofFenfive  peculiarities  in  his  manners,  his 
converfation  had  great  attraftions,  and  perhaps  he 
might  eftimate  the  ftrength  of  the  one  by  the  degree 
of  the  other,  and.  thence  derive  that  apathy,  which, 
after  all,  might  have  its  foundation  in  pride,  and 
afibrded  him  occafion  for  a  triumph  over  all  the 
folicitudcs  refpefting  drefs  *. 


•  That  he  was  an  habitual  (loven  his  bcft  friends  cannot  deny. 
When  I  firft  knew  him,  he  was  little  lefs  fo  than  Magliabechi,  of 
whom  it  is  faidj  that  at  meals  he  made  a  book  ferve  him  for  a 
plate>  and  that  he  very  feldom  changed  his  linen,  or  waihed  him«- 
felf.  It  is  faid  of  other  fcholars  and  men  eminent  in  literature,  of 
Leibnitz,  Poiret,  St.  Evremond,  and  Pope,  that  they  were  alika 
uncleanly.  Johnfon,  as  his  acquaintance  with  perfons  of  condition 
became  more  enlarged,  and  his  invitations  to  dinner-parties  in- 
crcafed,  corrected,  in  fome  degree,  this  failing,  but  could  never  be 
iaid  to  be  neatly  drefied,  or  indeed  clean ;  he  affeded  to  wear 
cloaths  of  the  darkeft  and  dirtieft  colours,  and,  in  all  weathers, 
black  ftockings.  His  wig  never  fat  even  on  his  head,  as  may  be 
eb&rved  in  all  the  piAiires  of  him,  the  reafon  whereof  was,  that 
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Of  this  negro-fervant  much  has  bden  (aid,  by  thofc 
who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  him,  in  juftification  of 
that  partiality  which  Johnfort  fhewed  for  him,  and  his 
ncgleft  of  his  own  neceffitous  relations.  The  follow- 
ing particulars  are  all  that  are  worth  relating  of  him : 
He  ftayed  with  Johnfon  about  five  years,  that  is  to 
fay,  till  1758,  and  then  left  him,  but  at  the  end  f^ 
two  years  returned,  and  was  taken  agaiA  into  his 
fcrvice.  His  firft  mafter  had,  in  great  humanity, 
made  him  a  Chriftian ;  and  his  laft,  for  no  affignablc 
I'eafon,  nay,  rather  in  dSfpight  of  nature,  and  to  unfit 
him  for  being  ufeful  according  to  his  capacity,  deter- 
fhined  to  make  him  a  fcholar. 

He  placed  him  it  a  fchool  at  Bilhop-Stortford,  and 
ke!pt  him  there  five  years  j  and,  as  Mrs.  Williams  was 
ufed  to  fay,  who  would  frequently  reproach  him  widi 
his  indifcretion  in  this  inftance,  expended  three  hun- 
dred pounds  in  an  endeavour  to  have  him  taught  Latin 
and  Greek** 

The  propofal  for  the  diftionary,  and  other  t>(  his 
writings,  had  exhibited  Johnfon  to  view,  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  poet  and  a  philologift :  to  his  moral  quali- 
ties, and  his  concern  for  the  intercfts  of  religk>n  and 
virtue,  the  world  were  for  fome  time  ftrangef s  -,  but  no 
Iboner  were  thefe  manifefted  by  the  publication  of  the 
Rambler  and  the  Adventurer,  than  he  was  looked 
up  to  as  a  mafter  of  human  life,  a  praftical  Chriftian, 

he  had  a  twift  in  his  fhoulders,  and  that  the  motioh  of  his  head, 
as  ibon  as  he  put  it  on,  dragged  it  awry, 

•  Mrs.  WiDiams,  who,  with  a  view  to  the  intereft  of  her  friend, 
was  very  attentive  to  the  conduft  of  this  his  favourite,  when  (he  took 
occafion  to  complain  to  his  mafter  of  his  mifbehaviour,  would  do  it 
in  fuch  terms  as  thefe :  «  This  is  your  fcholar  !  y6ur  philofophcr  I 
♦  upon  whom  you  have  fpent  fo  many  hundred  pounds.* 

and 
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and  a  divine ;  his  acquaintance  was  fought  by  {)er- 
Ibns  of  the  firft  eminence  in  literature^  and  his  hoM&, 
in  refpeft  of  the  conrcrlations  there,  became  an  aca- 
demy. One  perfon,  in  particular,  who  feems,  for  a 
great  part  of  his  life,  to  have  z&eAed  the  charafter  of 
a  patron  of  learned  and  ingenious  men,  in  a  letter 
which  I  have  fcen,  made  him  a  tender  of  his  friendfhlp 
in  terms  to'this  cfFcft :— *  That  having  periifed  many  of 
'  his  writings,  and  thence  conceived  a  high  opinion  of 

*  his  learning,  his  genius,  and  moral  qualities,  if  Mj'. 
'  Johnfon  was  inclined  to  enlarge  die  circle  of  his  ac* 

*  quaintance,  he  [the  letter-writer]  fhould  be'  glad  to 

*  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  his  friends,  iuid  to 
''receive  a  vifit  from  him.'— — This  perfon  was  Mr. 
Dodington,  afterwards  lord  Melcombe,  the  value  and 
honour  of  whole  patronage,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  may 
in  fomc  degree  be  eftimatcd  by  his  diary  lately  pub? 
Killed,  but  better  by  the  account  which  I  mean,  here 
to  give  of  his  favourites  and  dependents,  ififith  ibmie 
of  whom  I  was  perfonally  acquainted.  How  Johnfon 
received  this  invitauon  I  know  not :  as  it  was  con** 
veyed  in  very  handibme  expreflions,  it  required  (bme 
apology  for  declining  it,  and  I  Cdnnot  but  think  he 
framed  one. 

One  of  the  earlieft  of  lord  Melcombe's  clients  was 
Dr.  Edward  Young,  the  author  of  the  Satires,  of  the 
Night-thoughts,  and  of  the  Revenge,  a  tragedy;  aman 
who,  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  could  never  attain  to  any  of 
tliofc  diftinftions  in  his  profeflion,  which  are  generally 
uhderflood  to  be  the  rewards  of  learning  and  piety,  and 
miift  be  fiippofed  to  have  failed  by  the  ardour  with 
^ichhe  folicited,  and  the  fervile  adulation  which  he 
pradifed  to  come  at  them^  of  which  latter  difpolition 
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he  has  given  fuch  instances  in  the  dedications  of  his 
fatires  to  the  feveral  perfons  of  high  rank,  to  whom 
they  arie  addrcffcd,  as  alfo,  in  the  exordium  to  each 
of  the  Night-thoughts  at  their  firft  coming  abroad, 
for  in  the  later  edition  they  are  omitted,  as  are  a  dif- 
grace  to  manhood,  and  muft  have  put  the  vaineft  of 
his  patrons  to  the  blufh.  »     ' 

Mr.  James  Ralph  was  another  of  his  dependents, 
of  whom,  as  a  pretender  to  genius,  much  may  be 
learned  from  the  Dunciad.  He  was  the  tool  of  that 
party,  of  which  his  lordftiip  laboured  in  vain  to  become 
the  leader  -,  and,  to  ferve  its  purpofes,  by  inflaming 
the  minds  of  the  people,  wrote  a  weekly  paper  called 
the  Remembrancer*.  For  this  and  other  good  deeds 
of  the  like  kindj  he  is,  in  the  diary  above-mentioned^ 
held  forth  as  an  exemplar  to  all  writers  of  his  profeflion, 
and  dignified  with  the  charafter  of  an  honeft  man. 

Another  of  thefe  men  or  genius,  who^  enjoyed  the 
favour  of  Mr.  Dodington,  was  Mr.  Paul  Whitehead, 
whofe  love  for  his  country,  and  knowledge  of  its  in- 
tcrefts,  became  firft  known  by  a  fatire  of  his  writing 
entitled,  '  The  State  Dunces,'  which,  as  he  was  a 
patriot,  and,  as  all  patriots  pretend  to  be,  a  firm  friend 
to  what  they  call  the  conftitution,  bears  this  candid 
motto  : 

•  Whoever  is  defiroas  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Intrigues  of 
contending  fadions,  and  the  methods  of  exciting  popnlar  difcontent, 
may  receive  ample  information  from  the  perufal  of  lord  Melcombe's 
Diary,  and  will  there  find,  that  to  effeft  this  purpofe,  and  fiimifli 
the  nnthinking  multitude  with  topics  for  clamour*  the  publication 
of  a  political  news-paper  was  by  him  and  his  party  thought  expedi- 
ent. I  have  been  aedibly  informed,  diat  dean  Swdft  would  fren 
qgently  boaft,  that  with  liberty  allowed  him  for  the  free  exercife  of 
bis  pen  on  the  meafures  of  government,  ^e  was  ab(e  tg  write  dowi\ 
any  minifhy  whatever  ♦ 
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*  I  from  my  foul  fincerely  liate 

*  Both  kings  and  miniftcrs  of  ftate/ 

He  alfo  wrote  *  Manners,*  a  fatire ;  a  libel  of  a  more 
general  tendency,  as  includir^  in  it  many  invedivcs 
againft  fome  of  the  nobility^  and  moft  eminent  of  the 
dignified  clergy. 

Of  diis  man,  who  many  years  was  my  neighbour  in 
the  country,  I  know  touch  to  blame  and  fOmewhat  to 
commend :  he  may  be  fuppofed,  in  his  younger  days, 
to  have  imbibed  that  malevolence  againft  the  Hanover 
fuccefilon,  which  was  the  fcntiment  of  many  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  and  by  an  eafy  tranfition, 
to  which  the  perufal  of  fuch  papers  as  the  Craftfinan, 
Commofh-fenfe,  and  other  publications  of  the  time, 
and,  moft  of  all,  the  converfation  of  fuch  perfbns  as 
he  chofe  for  his  affociates,  might  probably  lead  him, 
to  have  engendered  in  his  mind  a  hatred  of  all  whole 
offices  in  the  ftate  had  made  the  fupport  of  govern-^ 
ment  their  duty,  and  a  refolution  to  acquiefce  in  that 
.  &llacious  difcrimination  of  two  clalTes  of  men,  the 
one  whereof  was  in,  and  the  other  out  of  power,  into 
the  court  and  country  parties. 

It  is  not  much  to  the  credit  of  the  latter  of  thefe 
two,  that  fome  of  the  writers  on  the  fide  of  it  were 
fuch  avowed  enemies  to  religion,  as  might  beget,  in 
tfaofe  acquainted  with  their  characters,  a  fufpicion 
that,  as  in  the  language  of  politics,  there  is  an  alliance 
between  church  and  ftate,  a  fimilar  relation  fubfifts 
between  infidelity  and  patriotifm,  proofs  whereof  have 
not  been  wanting  in  thefe  our  late  times  -,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  as  the  injunftions  to  obedience  imply  reli* 
^on,  the  want  thereof,  quoad  the  perfon  who  is  to 
pay  it,  vacates  the  obligation,  and  leaves  him  at  liberty 
to  form  an  alliance  with  the  other  fide. 

Y6  ^nd. 
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And  that  fomc  of  the  writers  on  the  fide  of  the 
country  party,  as  it  was  called^  particularly  in  the 
Craftfhian,  were   men   of  this  charafter,  is   certain. 
Amhurft,  the  oftenfible  author    of  the    paper,  was 
expelled  his  univerfity,  and  was,  moreover,  a  friend 
and  affociate  of  Strutt,  an  attorney  of  the  temple,  who 
wrote  feveral  letters  or  cffays  in  his  paper,  and  a  treatife 
with  fome  fuch  title  as, '  A  philofophical  enquiry  into 
*  the  nature  of  human  liberty,'  wherein  the  freedom  of 
the  human  will  is  denied,  and  the  adtions  of  men  are 
made  to  refult  from  an  irrefiftible  neceflity.  This  tra6t 
I  have  heard  Whitehead  commend  and  aiTert  that  it 
contained  a  full  refutation  of  all  that  Dr.  Clarke,  in 
his  controverfy  with  Leibnitz,  has  advanced  in  favour 
of  the  contrary  opinion,  and  at  the  fame  time  (peak 
of  the  author  as  one  whom  the  greatnefs  pf  his  parts, 
had  he  lived,  would  have  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  lord- 
chancellor;  but  of  whofe  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples a  judgment  may  be  formed,  by  means  of  the 
following  letter,  which,  for  the  athciftical  expreflions 
contained  therein,  was  the  ground  for  the  expulfion  of 
the  writer  of  it  from  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.     I 
forbear  remarking  on  this  blafphemous  epiftle,  farther 
than,  that  the  regret  I  have  often  felt  in  the  pcrufal  of 
it  has  been  not  a  litde  increafed  by  the  figure  that  my 
friend  Paul  makes  in  it,  and  the.  intimacy  between  him 
and  Strutt  which  it  difclofes. 

'  To  Mr.  Stephen  G bbs. 

'  Dear  Stephen,  Oft.  3,  1734. 

*  I  received  yours,  with  the  guinea  and  the  partridges, 

*  for  which  I  return  you  many  thanks,  and  need  not 

*  fay  how  much  I  fliould  rejoice  in  your  company  at 

'  the 
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*  the  eating  of  Aerti.    But  wc  not  onljr  fiifitr  the  Jofs 

'  of  that,  bw  of  P — * B » 's  tooy  who  went  w 

«  London  incog,  laft  Mondiy^  and  it  is  onteitairf 
'  \«iicn  he'll  have  power  to  break  from  the  arms  of 

*  his  charmer,  but  V will  fupply  his  place  at 

'  the  Tuns  to-day,  who  is  as  great  a  hero  in  the  caufd 
'  of  truth. 

*  I  am  very  ^ad  to  hear  ^^        "    B —     i  dp- 

*  pears  fo  well  in  xht  world  again,  and  when  you  fed 

*  him,  beg  you  would  remember  my  kind  relpefts  td 

*  him,  wilhinghim  all  joy;    And  as  to  any  farther 

*  progrefs  in  atheifm,  I  was  ^riv'd  at  the  top,  the  ne 

*  plus  ultra,  before  I  enjoyed  die  beatifick  vifi<^  (die 

*  night  I  was  born  in  the  fpirit  from  you)  being  fixtd 
'  and  immoveable  in  the  knowledge  df  the  truth,  to 
'  which  I  attained  by  means  of  thtat  infallible  guide 

*  the  Philofophical  Enquiry  i  and  I  am  glad  to  hear, 

*  what  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  of,  that  it  would  equally 

*  enlighten  your  underftanding ;  and  artiperiuaded 

*  that  you  fee  the  neceflary  connexion  between  every 
^  propofitioA,  and  cohfequendy,  that  the  points  now 
'  in  debate  are'ftriftly  demonftrated;     If  any  material 

*  objeftion  Ihould  arife  (which  is  barely  a  pofflble 

*  fuppofition)  Ibeg  you  will  confult  me,orfome 

*  other  Ible  miniftcr  of  the  word  of  truth,  to  the 

*  quieting  of  your  confcience,  and  avoiding  all  fcruple 
'  and  doubt. 

*  I  was  inexpfeffibly  happy  with  the  moft  adorable 

*  and  omnifcient  Father  Strutt,  his  brother  White-* 

*  head,  W— *— J  &c.  completely  fulfilling  the  fcew 
^  propofed  in  his  letter. 

•  On  Saturday  we  came  to  Cambridge,  where  we 

*  had  the  full  enjoyment  of  their^s  till  Tycfday,  when 

2  *  they 
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«  thcjr  retum'd  to  Bury;   and  laft  Saturday  I  went 

*  thither  again  by  appointment,  but  they  were  obliged 
^  to  fet  out  that  day  for  London,  and  I  went  with  them 

*  to  Sudbury,  where  we  lay.    You'll  imagine  I  was 

*  traniported  with  their  company,  and  would  not  have 
<  left  diem  before  they  got  to  London,  but  that  I  was 

*  obliged  to  return  to  college  to  pray. 

•  IVclcntyou  one  long  as  a  tafte  of  ourmirth*.  I 
^  received  a  letter  fix)m  the  prefident  yefterday,  which 

*  obliges  me  to  return  to  HorldleynextTuefday.— 
^  I  hope  I  fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  in 

*  college  about  the  5th  of  November.  In  the  mean 
^  time  I  fliall  be  glad  of  a  line  or  two  fiom  you, 
^  and  am 

'  Your  iincere  friend 
*  and  humble  fervant, 

'  T.  D— CK— t/ 

*^  P.  S.  Strutt  was  the  author  of  the  three  letters 
^  in  the  lafi  Craftimen,  except  laft  Saturday's,  and 
'  will  write  in  defence  of  them  in  anfwer  to  the  mi- 

*  nifterial  Writers.     1  intend  myfclf  the  pleafure  of 

*  drinking  tea  with  Polly  this  afternoon.     My  fervicc 

*  to  Mr.  G ,  Mifs  Nanny,  and  all  friends.' 

The  political  principles  of  Whitehead  recom- 
mended him  to  Mr.  Dodington,  whofe  oilentation 
was  gratified,  and  his  ambitious  views  in  a  way  to 
be  advanced,  by  a  connexion  with  a  man  who 
had  abilities  to  write,  and  the  boldn^s  to  publifh 
whatever  might  ferve  the  purpofes  of  a  party,  and 
whofe  zeal  for  its  interefts  was  fubjeft  to  any  diredtioiu 

f  Sttppofed  to  be,  '  Religion's  a  politic  law.' 

Dodington 
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Dodington  admired  the  kcennefs  of  Whitehead's  ^t, 
and  the  fpirit  of  his  fatires^  and  his  commendations 
were  repaid  by  the  latter,  with  encomiums  on  his 
patron's  political  wi(dom  and  qualifications  for  ftate 
employments,  which,  as  they  feemed  to  have  no  foun- 
dation in  principle,  Paul  was  as  little  able  to  invefti* 
gate  as  to  delineate  the  path  of  a  comet.  In  his  con* 
▼crfation  there  was  little  to  praife :  it  was  defultory, 
vociferous,  and  profane.  He  had  contrafted  a  habit 
of  fwcaring  in  hiy  younger  years,  which  he  retained 
to  his  lateft.  At  Twickenham  he  never  frequented 
divine  fervice ;  and  when  prefled  by  one  of  his  friends 
there  to  Ihew  himfelf  at  church,  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying  he  was  not  fettled.  He  was  vifited  by  vciy 
few  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village ;  but  his  houfe 
was  open  to  all  his  London  friends,  among  whom 
were  Mr.  Hogarth,  Ifaac  Ware  the  architect,  George 
Lambert,  and  Hayman  the  painters,  and  Mr.  Havard 
the  player,  men  who  had  fpent  all  their  lives  in  and 
about  Covent*-garden,  and  looked  upon  it  as  the 
Ichool  of  manners,  and  an  epitome  of  the  world. 

Paul  was  endowed  with  a  great  portion  of  wit,  but 
it  was  altogether  of  the  fatyrical  kind,  and  ferved  to 
little  purpofe,  other  than  to  expofe  to  ridicule  or 
contempt  the  obje&s  to  which  it  was  direfted.  In 
concert  widi  one  Carey  a  furgeon,  he  planned  and 
exhibited  a  proceffion  along  the  Strand,  of  perfons  on 
foot  and  on  horfeback,  drefled  for  the  occafion,  car- 
rying  mock  enfigns,  and  the  fymbols  of  free-mafonry*^ 
the  defign  of  which  was,  to  expofe  to  laughter  the 
infignia  and  ceremonies  of  that  myfterious  inftitution^ 

*  A  print  of  the  proceffion^  defigned  and  engraved  by  Besoiftp 
was  pnblUhed.  about  the  tine. 

and 
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and  it  wafi  Mt  till  thirty  years  after^  that  the  fratemitf 
recovered  the  difgrace  which  fo  ludicrous  a  repreicn* 
tation  had  brought  on  it. 

After  enumerating  thefe  his  exceptionable  qualities 
it  is  but  juftice  to  fay  of  Whitehead,  that  he  was  by 
nature  a  friendly  and  kind-hearted  man,  well  acquaint^ 
ed  with  vulgar  manners  and  the  town^  but  litde  ikilled 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  worid,  and,  by  confequence, 
little  able  to  refift  the  arts  of  defigning  nrien ;  and  of 
this  defcft  he  gave  a  melancholy  proof  in  fubmitting 
to  be  engaged  for  Fleetwood,  the  patentee  of  Driiry- 
lane  theatre,  in  a  bond  for  3000I ;  for  fiulure  in  the 
payment  whereof  he  fuftamed  imprilbranent  in  the 
Fleet  for  fome  of  the  beft  years  of  his  life.     He  had 
married  a  woman  of  a  good  family  and  fortune,  whom, 
though  homely  in  her  perfon,  and  little  better  than  an 
idiot,  he  treated  not^  ^nly  with  humanity,  but  with 
tendernefs^  hiding,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  thofe  defeds 
in  her  underftanding,  which  are  oftener  the  fubjeAs  of 
ridicule  than  of  compaffion.    After  his  enlargemenr, 
fome  money  fell  to  him;  with  which,  and  the  profits  o( 
the  place  of  deputy-treafurer  of  Ae  chamber,  which  he 
held  for  fome  time  under  lord  Le  Delpenfer,  he  pur- 
chafed  a  cottage  on  Twickenham  common,  and  fwcn  a 
deiign  and  under  the  infpe£tion  of  his  friend  Ifaac 
Ware,  at  a  finall  expence  improved  it  into  an  elegant 
dwelling.      Here  he  manifefted  the    goodneis  of 
his  nature  in   the  exercife  of  kind  offices,  in  heal* 
ing  breaches,  and  compofing  difFerences  between  hi( 
poor  neighbours ;   and  living  iq  fee,  as  he  did  at  the 
commencement  of  his  prefeff t  majefty's  reign,  poWer 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  fuch  as  he  thought  friends  of 
their  country^  and  above  all  temptations  to  abufea^ 

he 
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Kc  abandoned  his  fafliious  principles,  and  became  a 
loyal  fubjeft.  In  a  grateful  Icnfe  of  his  obligations 
to  k)fd  LeDefpenfcr,  he  direfted,  that  9£ter  his  deceafe, 
his  heart,  iriclofed  in  vveffel  for  the  ptirp6ie,  fhould 
be  prefented  to  him,  which  being  donej  his  lordfliip 
caufed  it  to  be  depoflted  in  hist  church  of  Weft 
Wycomb. 

Dr.  Thompfbft  was  one  of*  the  nTiany  phyficiani 
who,  in  this  cotintly,  have  enjoyed  a  fliort-lived  repu- 
tation^ acquired  by  methods  unknown  to  any  but 
riiemfeives.  The  earlieft  of  his  prafticc  was  among 
meA  of  eminence,  Mr.  P6pe  and  others,  il^ho,  de-* , 
ceiled  by  his  confidence  and  a  certain  contempt 
with  which  he  ever  fpoke  of  the  reft  of  his  profeffion 
as  being  bigotted  to  theories  and  fyftems,  looked 
tipon  him  as  a  man  of  an  inventive  genius,  who  had 
reduced  the  art  of  healing  to  an  epitohie*  The 
faft  was,  that,  afFefting  to  be  a  free-thinker  in  hia 
faculty,  be  fet  at  nought  the  difcoveries  and  improve- 
ments of  others,  and  treated  with  ridicule  thatpraftic^ 
Kriiich  he  did  not  underftand*  He  was  an  everlafting 
prater  on  poliric*  and  criticifm,  and  faw  {o  deep  into 
the  councils  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  that  he  could 
skflign  the  motives  of  all  his  aftions,  during  the  laft 
War  in  Which  he  was  engaged.  At  taverns,  in  coffee- 
houles,  at  the  dyder-cellar  in  Maiden  lane,  he  was 
frequently  to  be  found  holding  forth  on  thefc  fubjefts 
without  interruption,  in  a  tone  of  voice  Which  Mr. 
Ganick  would  (ky  was  like  the  buz  of  an  humble- 
bee  in  a  hall-window.  This  man  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  lord  Mdcombe,  and,  what  was  of  greater  benefit  to 
him,  an  apartment  in  his  houfe,  with  a  proteftion  from 
arrcfls^,  founded  on  the  privilege  which  the  law  grants, 

Vol.  I.  Z  not 
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not  only  to  peers,  but  to  the  loweft  of  their  menial 

fervants. 

Quin  once  told  me  a  ftory  of  this  man,  which  I  will 
telate  in  as  few  words  as  I  am  able. — Quin  walking 
up  and  down,  one  Sunday  evening,  in  the  Bedford 
cofFee-houfc,  obfervcd  a  man  in  a  dark  comer  lean- 
ing his  forehead  on  the  table,  and  every  now  and 
then  fending  forth  a.  figh,  that  fecmcd  to  come  from 
his  heart.  Moved  with  compaflion,  he  went  up  to 
him,  and  enquiring  the  caufc  of  his  grief,  was  told  by 
him,  that  his  name  was  Thompfon,  that  he  was  a 
phyfician  rifing  into  practice,  but  that,  for  want  of 
fifty  pounds,  his  chariot  could  not  go  abroad  the  next 
day,  and  his  patients  muft  remain  unvifited.  Quin 
bid  him  be  comforted,  and,  ftepping  to  his  lodgings 
in  Bedford  ftreet,  returned  with  a  bank-note  for  that 
fum,  which  he  told  Thompfon  he  would  not  cxpcft 
till  he  was  able  to  repay  it :  the  other  anfwered,  that 
a  month  was  as  long  as  he  wiihed  to  retain  it  i  but 
Quin  told  him  that  he  could  fpare  it  for  three,  or  even 
fix  months,  and  took  his  leave.  Six  months  dapfed, 
and  no  apology  made  for  non-payment  of  the  money. 
Quin,  in  a  civil  letter,  reminded  Thompfon  of  the 
terms  on  which  it  was  lent,  but  receiving  no  anfwer 
to  that  and  others  that  he  wrote,  he  was  obliged  to 
fend  him  one  by  his  attorney,  which  produced  a  noti- 
fication from  the  duke  of  Newcaftle's  office,  that  the 
name  of  Dn  Thompfon  was  there  entered  as  of  a  per- 
ion  privileged  from  arrefls,  and  that  it  would  be  at 
Mr.  Quin's  peril  if  he  proceeded  to  violate  that  pro- 
tedlion  which  he  claimed,  and  the  law  granted  him. 
Being  thus  prohibited  from  the  reftraint  of  his  perfon, 
Quin  was  obliged  to  wait  the  re-payment  of  his  money, 

which. 
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Which,  at  the  expiration  of  fome  months,  he  received, 
but  without  the  leaft  acknowledgment  of  his  kindnefs 
in  lending  it. 

This  was  a  man  whom  Whitehead,  in  the  fimplicitjr 
of  his  heartj  held  in  fuch  eftimation,  that  I  have  feen 
him,  fpr  hours  together,  liftening,  with  his  lips  unclof- 
cd,  to  the  torrents  of  nonfenfe  he  was  pouring  forth : 
he  addrefled  an  epiftle  to  him,  wherein  he  celebrates 
his  medical  abilities  and  moral  qualities,  and  makes 
the  number  of  perfons  daily  reftored  by  him  to 
health,  equal  to  thofe  who  were  fent  to  their  long« 
homes  by  Wilmot  and  the  other  eminent  phyficians 
his  rivals  and  contemporaries. 

Notwithflanding  the  advantages  with  which  he  let 
out,  and  the  extravagant  encomiums  of  Fielding  and 
others^  of  him  and  his  practice,  Thompfon  funk  into 
contempt  and  obfcurity.  Like  Paracelfus,  he  per- 
formed a  few  cures,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  any 
others  were  ever  able  to  account  for ;  and  in  a  cafe 
of  furgery  he  was  once  known,  by  dint  of  mere  ob- 
ftinacy,  to  have  faved  a  limb.  A  (on  of  a  friend 
of  mine,  an  officer,  being  in  the  fcrvice  in  Ger- 
many, and  at  the  head  of  a  (kirmifhing-party  on 
horfeback,  received  a  wound  with  a  fabre  that  fepa- 
rated  the  tendons  and  ligaments  which  conne£l  the  foot 
with  the  leg :  at  a  confultation  on  his  cafe  of  two  of  the 
moft  eminent  furgeons,  Thompibn,  as  being  the  family  , 
phyiician,  was  called  to  aflift,  who,  in  oppofition  to 
their  opinion  that  an  amputation  was  inevitable, 
fwore  that  his  friend  Ihould  not  undergo  it :  the 
operation  was  deferred,  and  by  the  help  of  the  Mal- 
vern waters,  the  patient  recovered  fuch  an  ufc  of  the 
whole  limb  as  enabled  him  to  walk  with  fcarce  any 
yariation  of  his  accuftomed  gait. 

Z  2  Had 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


340     .       T  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

Ha4  JohnfpA  accepted  of  Mr.  Dxxlington's  inviu-' 
tk>nj  it  ^ailnoc  he  ilippofed  that  he  would  hav^  been 
much  pleafed  with  the  company  of  thefe  and  fiich 
dither  per$)nS  as  it  was  likely  to  introduce  hro  to.   His 
decUning  it  leems,  therefore^  an  aft  of  gce^t  prudence^ 
and  indeed  he.  was  exempted  frotn  the  iieceffity  of 
peeking  cpoae&iom  >  for  many  peribns  were  of  Dod- 
ipgton'^  rniodi  and  were  defirom  of  adding  him  to 
the  numbo:  9f  their  friends.    Invitations  to  dine  widi 
iiuch  of  thoie  as  he  liked,  he  fi>  feldom  declined,  that, 
€0  a  friend  of  his,  he  iaid^  ^  i  never  but  onccj  upon  a 
\  refolution  to  employ  my&lf  m  ftudy,  balked  an  in- 
^  vitation  out  to  dinner,  and  then  I  ftayed  at  hontie  and 
<  did  nothing/     Little,  however,  did  that  laxity  of 
temper,  which  this  confi^ffioa  &ems  to  imply,  retard 
ihe  progrefi  of  the  great  work  in  which  he  was  em- 
ployed: the  conclufion,  and  alfo  the  perfe6tion  of 
kis  di&ionary,  were  objedts  from  which  his  attention 
wa&  not  to  be  diverted :   the  avocations  he  gave  way 
to  were  fuch  only  as,  when  ccM^plied  with,  ferved  to 
lavigorate  his  mind  to  the  performance  of  his  en^gs^e* 
ments  to  his  employers  and  the  public,  and  haften  the 
approach  of  the  day  that  was  to  reward  his  labour  withx 
applaufe. 

That  day  it  was  his  hai^)inefs  to  fee ;  for,  by  the 
end  of  the  year  1754,  he  had  completed  his  copy,  not 
more  to  his  own  eafe  and  iatisfa6tion>  than  to  the  J07 
Qf  Millar  the  bpokfelicr,  the  principal  proprietor  o€ 
^e  work,  and  the  guardian  or  treafurer  of  the  fund 
out  of  which  tbe  paymems  were  fpomdme  to  tune 
iffued.  To.  fay.  the  truth,  his  joy  on  the  occafioi^ 
was  ib.  great,  that  he  couid  not  refrain  fron^exppefling 
it  ibmcwhat  intcmperately,as  appears  by  die  following 

acknowlec^meiu: 
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acTcnowlcdgmcnt  of  the  receipt  of  the  laft  ftiect  of  the 
manufcript: 

'  Andrew  Millar  fends  his  compliments  to  Mn* 

*  Samuel  Johnfon,  with  the  money  for  the  laft  fheet 

*  of  copy  of  the  Diftionary,  and  thanks  God  he  has 
<  done  with  him/ 

To  which  Johnfon-  returned  this  good-humoured 
and  brief  anfwer : 
*  Samuel  johnfon  returns  his  compliments  to  Mr. 

*  Andrew  Millar,  and  is  very  glad  to  find,  as  he 
'  does  by  hisi  note,  that  Andrew  Millar  has  the  grace 
«  to  thank  God  for  any  thing.' 

The  publication  of  this  great  work  foon  foMowcd, ' 
as  may  be  imagined,  the  interchange  of  thefe  two 
rery  laconic  epiftles;  and  the  month  of  May  1755, 
put  the  world  in  pofleffion  of  a  treafure,  the  va- 
lue whereof  it  will  requh-e  the  experience  of  years 
to  find  out.  To  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of 
foreigners,  he  was  defirous  it  fhould  appear  to  come 
from  one  who  had  attained  academical  honours :  he 
therefore  applied,  by  his  friend  Mr.  Thoirtas  WartonJ^ 
to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  for  a  matter's  degree,  and 
obtained  it  by  a  diploma,  dated  the  tenth  day  of 
February  1755,  the  tenour  whereof  is,  that  the  moft 
learned  Samuel  Johnfon,  of  Pembroke  college,  hav- 
ing diftinguifhed  himfclf  in  the  literary  world  by  his 
writings,  tending  to  form  the  popular  mariners  j  and 
having,  for  the  adorning  and  fettling  his  native  lan- 
guage, compiled,  and  being  about  to  publilh  anEnglifh 
4iftionary,  the  chancellor,  matters,  and  fcholars  of  the 
laid  Univerfity,  in  folemn  convocation  aflembled,  do 
therefore   conttitute  and   appoint  the  faid    Samuel 

Z  3  Johnfon, 
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Johnfbn^  Mafter  of  Arts^  and  command,  that  \\% 
enjoy  and  exercife  all  the  rights,  privileges,  aii4 
honours  to  that  degree  appertaining. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  inftrument,  Johnfon  tefti-^ 
fied  his  gratitude  for  the  honour  done  him,  in  a  letter 
to  the  vice-chancellor,  which,  as  a  fpecimen  of  a  fine 
Latin  ftylc,  I  here  infert : 

'  Reverendo  admodum  viro  G.  Huddesford,  S.  T.  P* 
*  Oxpnienfis  acadenijas  Yice-cancellario  digi^iflimp. 

^  Ingratus  plane  et  tibi  et  mihi  videar,  nifi  qoanto 
'  me  gaudio  affecerint,  quos  nuper  mihi  honpres^  tc 
'  credo  auftore,  decrevit  fenatus  academicus,  literar 
^  rum,  quo  tamen  nihil  levius,  officio  fignificem: 
'  ingratus  etiam,  nifi  comitatem,  qua  virfximhas* 

*  mihi  vcftri  teftimonium  amoris  in  aianu$  tradidit^ 

*  agnpfcam  et  laudem.  Siquid  eft,  unde  rei  tarn 
'  gratae  accedat  gratia,  hpc  ipfo  magi^  mihi  placet, 
'  quod   w  tenppore   in  ordines  acadeniicos   d^nup 

*  coppt^tus  fim,  quo  tuam  imminuere  auapritatcm, 
'  famamque  Oxonias  laede^e,  omt^ibus  modis  conantur. 

*  homines  vafri  nee  tamen  acud  :  quibu^  ego,  prout 

*  viro  ymbratiqo  licuit,  fcmper  reftiti^  femper  refti- 
5  turus,  Qyi  cnim,  inter  has  rerum  proccU.a$,  vel 
^  tibi  vel  academiac  defuerit,  ill\im  virtu.ti,  et  litcris, 
f  fibique,  et  pofteris,  defuturum  exiftimo/ 

*  S.  JOHNSON/ 

So  near  perfeftion  had  the  avithor  brought  hi^ 
^i&ipnary,  diat,  upon  a  review  of  it  pjfevious  to  his 
drawing  up  the  preface,  he  declares^  he  is  unable  to 
dete^  the  calual  pmiffipn  of  more  than  one  article^ 

•  The  Vir  cximius  above-mentioned  is  Dr.  King  of  St,  Marjr 
kail,  who  delivered  tlie  di|^Ioma  to  Johnfon  in  London. 

■  *•  the 
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the  appeilative  OCEAN.  Nor  has  he>  as  I  know, 
been  charged  with  any  other  defeft^  or  with  any 
mifinterpretation  of  a  word^  fave  in  an  inftance  or 
two,  where,  being  moved  by  party-prejudice,  he 
has  impofed  fignifications  on  a  few  words  that  zrc  in* 
dcfenfible.  Let  thefe  be  iniputed  to  a  mind  agoniz- 
ed, at  various  periods  during  the  profecution  of  this 
laborious  work,  with  indigence,  with  forrow,  and  pain ; 
and  let  the  piteous  defcription  of  his  circumftances 
and  feelings,  which  the  preface  contains,  induce  us  to 
bury  our  refcntment  of  a  few  petulant  expreffions,  in 
the  refle£tion,  that  this  ftupendous  compilation  was 
undertaken  and  completed  by  the  care  and  induftry 
of  a  fingle  perfbn. 

Upon  occafion  of  publiftiing  the  dictionary,  Mr. 
Garrick  celebrated  the  author  in  the  following 
lines ; 

*  Talk  of  war  with  a  Briton,  he'll  boldly  advance, 

*  That  one  Englifti  foldicr  will  beat  ten  of  France ; 

'  Would  we  alter  the  boaft  from  the  fword  to  the  pen, 
'  Our  odds  are  ftill  greater,  ftill  greater  our  men : 

*  In  the  deep  mines  of  fcience  though  Frenchmen  may 

toil, 

*  Can  their  ftrength  be  compared  to  Locke,  Newtoni 

and  Boyle  ? 

*  Let  thciTi  rally  their  heroes,  fend  forth  all  their 

pgwVs, 
^  Their  verfe-men  and  profe-men ;  then  nutch  them 

with  ours : 
'  Firft  Shakel^arc  and  Milton,  like  Gods  in  the 

fight, 

*  H^ve  pyt  their  whole  dr^noa  and  epic  to  flight; 

Z4  'Ia 
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^  Jn  fatires,  q)UUes,  and  qdej,  would  they  icopp, 
'  Their  numbers  retreat  bijforc  Drydcn  and  Fpp«  i 
^  An4  Johnfon,  wcU-arpn'd  like  a  hero  of  yorCj 
^  Has  beat  forty  ^  French,  and  wili  bent  forty  more/ 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  Johnfon's  i^^ 
ducement  to  this  undertaking  was  the  offer  of  a  libe- 
ral reward.  The  term  liberal  is  indefinite,  and,  after 
the  lapfe  of  twenty  years,  during  which  fuch  fum§ 
as  from  three  to  eight  thoufand  pounds  haye  been 
paid  for  copies,  would  hardly  be  allowed  to  fifteen  hun-^ 
dred  and  feventy-five  f,  which  >vas  th^  fum  ffipulated 
for  the  diAionary.  Of  this,  Johnfon,  who  was  no  very 
accurate  accountant,  thought  a  great  part  would  bq 
« coming  to  him  on  the  conclufion  of  the  work  |  but 
upon  prpducing,  at  a  tavern-meeting  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fettling,  receipts  for  fums  advanced  to  hin\ 
which  were  indeed  the  chief  means  of  his  fubfiftence, 
it  was  found,  npt  only  ths^t  he  had  eatei^  h^  cake,  but 
that  the  balance  of  the  ^count  was  greatly  agaanft 
him.  J^ls  4^btors  were  now  become  his  creditors  i 
but  they,  in  a  pcrfeft  confiftency  with  that  liberal 
^it,  which,  in  fundry  inftances,  the  great  book* 
fellers  ar^  known  to  have  exercifed  towards  authors, 
remitted  the  difference,  and  ponfoled  him  for  his  dif- 
appointment  by  making  his  pntert^innient  at  the 
tavern  4  tyc^  §  .  Th« 

*  Hie  number. of  the  French  acadefny  employed  in  fettling 
their  language^ 

t  From  the  original  contraA  now  in  my  hand»  dated  |8th 
June  1746,  between  Johnfon  on  the  one  part^  and  the  two  Knap* 
tonsy  the  two  Longnuns,  Charles  Hitch^  Andrew  Millar,  and 
Robert  Dodiley  on  the  other. 

^  Mr.  WilUapi  Caifen  the  letter-founder,  grandfi^ther  of  the 
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The  pointing  out  the  utility  of  fuch  a  work  as  4 
rernacular  lexicon  13  needlefs»  and  the  dirpla3ring  the 
merits  of  that  of  which  I  am  fpeaking,  i$  a  labow 
which  the  fuflFrage  of  the  public  has  favoi  mc.  The 
learned  world  had  long  wilhed  for  its  appearance, 
dnd  the  circulation  of  the  book  was  proportionate 
to  the  impatience  which  the  promife  of  it  had  ex^ 
cited.  Lord  Corke,  being  at  Florence  at  the  time 
when  it  was  publifhed,  prefented  it^  in  the  author's 
name^  to  the  academy  della  Crufca,  and  that  learned 
body  tranfinitted  to  him  a  fine  copy  of  their  Vocabu- 
lario.  The  French  academy  alfo  fignified  jtheir  ap- 
probation of  his  labours^  by  a  prefent  of  their  Difbion* 
naire,  of  iirfiich  Mr.  Langton  was  the  bearer.  To  thefe 
teftimoaies  of  public  refped>  it  is  a  fmall  but  ludi^ 
crous  addition  to  fay^  that  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  Scots 
hiftorian,  told  Johnfon,  that  he  had  fairly  perufed  his 
dictionary  twice  over,  and  that  Johnfon  was  pleafed 
at  the  hearing  it.  The  diftionary  was  a  library-book, 
and  not  adapted  to  common  ule:  the  bookfellers 
knowing  this,  and  being  encouraged  by  its  fuccefs, 
cafily  prevailed  on  the  author  to  abridge  it  in  two 
oftavo  volumes,  and  made  him  a  liberal  recompence. 

It  was  doubtlefs  a  great  fatis&Aion  to  Johnfon  to 
have  completed  this  great  work ;  and  though  we  may 

pfefeat  Mr.  Caflon,  once  told  me,  that  the  bookfellers  with  whom 
Mr.  Chambers  had  contracted  for  his  diftionary,  finding  that  the 
work  focceeded  beyond  their  expe^ations,  made  him  a  volantary 
prefent  of,  I  think,  500I.  Other  inftances  of  the  like  genexofity 
have  been  known  of  a  profeflion  of  men,  who,  in  the  debates  of  the 
queftion  of  literary  property,  have  been  defcribed  as  fcandalous 
monopolizers,  fattening  at  the  expence  of  other  mens'  ingenuity, 
and  growing  opolent  by  oppreffioii. 

believe 
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believe  him  in  the  declaration  at  the  end  of  the  prew 
face  thereto,  that  he  difmiffed  it  vfith  frigid  tranquility, 
we  cannot  but  fuppofe  that  he  was  pleafed  with  the 
reception  it  met  with.  One  and  only  one  writer,  ex- 
cited by  that  envy  and  malice  which  had  been  long 
rankling  in  his  breaft,  attempted  to  difturb  the  quiet 
which  poffeflfcd  him,  by  animadverting  qn  this  and 
ether  of  his  writings :  this  was  a  Dr.  Kenrick,  the 
author  of  many  fgurrilous  publications  now  dcfervedly 
forgotten,  who,  in  a  fmall  volume  intided  •  Ije^ipha- 
nes,'  endeavoured  to  turn  many  paflfages  in  the 
Rambler,  and  interpretations  in  the  dictionary,  into 
ridicule;  gratifying  his  fpleen  alfo  with  a  number  of 
malevolent  ccnfures  of  Dr.  Akenfide's  *  Plcafures  of 
Imagination*'  It  wa$  the  purpofe  of  tii^s  libel  to 
provoke  both  or  one  of  the  perfons  who  were  the 
fubjefts  of  it^  to  a  controvcrfy,  from  which,  whatever 
ihould  be  the  event,  he  hoped,  as  it  is  faid  Ulyfles 
4id  in  his  contcft  with  Ajax,  to  derive  hpnoiir, 

*  Ifte  tulit  pretium  jam  nunc  certaminis  hujus  i 
^  Qjjo  cum  viftus  erit,  mecum  certaflc  feretur.' 

Oyip.  Met.  lib.  xiii.  v.  19, 


c 


Lofing  he  wins,  becaufe  his  nam?  yn\l  be 
Ennobled  by  de^at,  who  durft  contend  with  me.* 


But  in  this  he  was  difappointed.  Akenfide  was  too 
proud  to  difpute  with  an  inferior,  and  Johnfon's 
filence  proceeded  not  more  from  his  contempt  of 
fuch  an  adverfary,  than  from  a  fettled  refolution  he 
had  formed,  of  declining  all  controyerfy  in  defence 
either  of  himfelf  or  his  writings.    Againft  perfonal 
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obufe  he  ifiras  ever  ^utne4>  by  ^  refk^ion^  that  I  have 
heard  him  utter:  '  Alas!  reputation  would  be  of 
f  litde  worth,  wer^  it,  in  the  power  of  every  concealed 
f  enemy  to  deprive  us  of  it  j' — ^and  he  defied  aU  attack^ 
on  his  writings,  by  an  anfwer  of  Dr,  BenUey  to  one 
>7ho  threatened  to  write  him  down,-^that  ^no  author 
f  was  eyejr  written  down  but  by  himfclf/ 

His  fteady  perfeyerance  ii>  thi^  pefplution  afib|?ded 
him  great  fati§faftion  whenever  he  reflefked  pn  itt 
and  he  would  often  felicitate  himfelf,  that,  throughoitt 
his  life,  \ie  had  had  firmnefs  engpgh  to  treat  with  con* 
tempt  the  calumny  and  abufe  as  well  of  open  as 
concealed  enemies,  and  the  malevolence  of  thofe  ano* 
pymous  fcriblers^  whofe  tr^de  is  (lander,  and  wage^ 
)nfamy. 

Had  Pope  purfued  the  fame  conduft,  and  forborno 
his  revenge  on  Theobald,  Cibber,  and  others  wha 
had  provoked  him,  he  h^d  enjoyed  his  mufe  and 
that  philofophical  tranquUi^  which  he  did  but 
^Sc£t,  and  lived  and  died  with  dignity.  The 
younger  I^ichardibn  pnc^  told  me,  that,  upon  the 
publication  of  Gibber's  fecond  letter,  he  c^me  to  his 
father's  houfe  in  Lincoln's-inn  fields,  and,  upon  en- 
tering the  room  where  he  was  painting,  with  a  coun-' 
tenance  that  fpoke  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  exclaimed, 
*  So,  I  find  another  letter  is  come  out :'  but,  continued 
jie,  f  fiich  things  are  Iport  to  me :'  in  which  s^flertioa 
we  may  fuppofe  him  to  be  as  fincere  a^  that  poet  <^ 
whom  a  ftqry  goes,  that,  talking  with  a  friend,  of 
the  critics,  he  faid,  he  had  a  way  of  dealing  with  them ; 
for,  whenever  they  condemned  his  vcrfcs,  he  laughed 
jU  it.     '  Do  you  fo  ?'  fays  his  friend,  *  then,  let  me  tell 

'  you, 
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•  you,  you  ]krt  the  merricft  life  of  any  man  in  Eng- 

♦  land.* 

That  Bentlcy's  obferratkMi  is  founded  in  truth  and 
t  knowledge  of  mankind^  is  proved  by  the  rank 
which  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  now  holds  among  the 
Engliih  poets.  At  the  time  when  he  livedo  the  mti 
were  in  confederacy  againft  him ;  and  fo  many  are  the 
lampoons,  epigrams,  and  other  fatirical  compofidons 
extant,  tending  to blaft  his  reputatk>n  as  a  poet*,  that 
die  reader  ot  them  would  incline  to  think,  that  in 
adl  his  works  there  is  fcarce  a  good  line  or  (enti* 
ment.  All  this^  as  Johnfon  relates,  Blackmore  fore« 
few,  and,  with  a  dignity  of  mind  that  nierits  praife, 
defpifed :  the  confequeAce  is,  that  his  poem,  intidcd 

*  Creation,'  is  not  written  down,  but  yet  lives  in  the  ef- 
teem  of  every  judicious  reader,  and  in  that  moft  elegant 
tnoftmivm,  which  Mr.  Addifbn  has  beftowed  on  it 
m  the  Spedator  f ;  and  Dennis,  one  of  the  fevercft  of 
critics,  has  giv^n  k  greater  praife  than  he  eVer  Vouch-* 
hkd  to  any  modern  compofitSon,  faying,  that  it  is  *  a 

•  philofophical  poem,  which  has  equalled  that  erf"  Lu- 
^  cretius  in  the  beauty  6f  its  verfification,  and  infinitely 

*  fbrpafied  it  in  the  folidity  and  ftrength  of  its  rc4- 
<  foning/ 

.  To  be  infenfible  of,  and  undifturbed  by,  the  envy 
and  malice  of  others,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of 
a^  great  mind,  and,  as  it  is  the  moft  juftifiable,  fo 
JB  it  the  fevcreft  revenge  we  can  take;  for  what 
fight  can  be  wotc  ridiculous,  than  that  of  a  crea-' 

*  See  the  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Qrown^  in  ^  voU.  umo.  aad 
Pope  and  Swift's  ndfceUan^. 
t  No.  339- 
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twc  venting  iu  xage  oa  a  ivkf^  tl«it  €^nn» 
fied?  To  live  in  the  dre^dof  fl^r¥fcr,  andforcgU" 
late  our  conduft  by  the  opinkms^  the  whifpcrst,  die 
furmifes,  or  threats  of  either  fooiifli  or  wcked  men, 
is  the  word  of  aU  flavery :  of  him  who  cannot  <lef]!f 
every  attennpc  of  this  kind  to  diihirb  his  petce^  bufi 
ipuft  be  whining  ai^d  complaining  of  that  emwatf 
whichj  periiaps^  does  him  honour,  and  fcrihbUng  to 
refute  thofe  calumnies  which  np  one  will  bdievtv  it 
may  be  faid,  as  we  fay  of  a  man  labouring  under  a 
mortal  difeafe :  *  He  is^  no  man  for  this  world/ 
If  he  choofes  a  contrary  courfe  to  that  above-re- 
commended, he  does  the  work  of  thofe  that  hate  him, 
and  will  be  fure  to  feel  the  pangs  of  refentment,  and 
forego  the  enjoyment  of  a  tranquil  mind>  and  a 
conscience  void  of  oflfencc,  fo  feelingly  defcribed  ia 
this  fentence  of  lord  Bacon :  *  Certainly  it  is  heaven 
^  upon  earth  to  have  a  man's  mind  move  in  Charity, 
<  reft  in  Providcncc>  and  turn  upoo  the  p<^.  of 
''  Truth/ 

If  Johnibn  could  ever  be  faid  to  be  idkj.  now  was 
die  time.  He  had,  for  nine  years,  been  eix^^yed  in 
his  great  work,  and  had  finiftied  it :  he  had  clofed  Ac 
Rambler;  and  the  Adventurer  was  clofed  on  Uim. 
He  had  it  now  in  his  choice  toreaHumefome  one 
or  other  of  thofe  various  literary  prcgeftsj  which  he 
had  formed  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  are 
enumerated  in  a  foregoing  page  of  thefe  menioirs  $ 
but  the  powers  of  his  mind,  diftended  by  long  and 
jQnrere  exercife,  became  relaxedj  and  required  reft  to 
bring  them  to  their  tone,  and  it  was  feme  time  be^ 
fore  he  could  refobp^e^  on  any^mployment,  fuited  to  fais 
abilities,  ll^t  carried  with  it  any  ppoifiedt  of  pfeaftrre, 

or 
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or  hofpe  of  reward.  This  reiniffioil  of  his  I^bdiii^^ 
which  feemed  to  be  no  more  dian  hatuit  herfclf 
called  for,  Johnfon>  in  thofe  fcverc  audits  to  which 
it  was  his  praftice  to  fummon  himfcJfi  would  fre- 
quently condcnnn,  ftyling  it  a  wafte  of  his  time,  aiid 
a  mifa|){)lication  of  the  talents  with  which  he  was 
gratefully  confcious  that  God  had  endowed  him» 
Yet  herein  was  he  gready  miftakeni  for  though 
Milton  fays  of  the  fervants  of  God^ 


*  ■  thoufands  at  his  bidding  fpeed, 

^  And  poft  o'er  land  and  ocean  without  reft/ 

he  adds,  that 

^  They  alfo  ferve  who  only  ftand  and  wait.' 

Sonnet  on  his  blindnefs^ 

Johnibn's  intelleftual  faculties  could  never  be  un- 
employed :  when  he  was  not  writing  he  was  thinkings 
and  his  thoughts  had  ever  a  tendency  to  the  good  of 
mankind  s  and  that  indolence,  which,  in  his  hours  of 
contrition,  he  cenfured  as  criminal,  needed  litde  ex- 
piation. 

This  receis  from  literary  occupation  continued, 
however,  no  longer  than  was  abfoluteiy  neccflaiy. 
It  has  already  been  fliewn,  that  he  was  noc 
only  a  friend  to  fuch  vehicles  of  literary  intelli- 
gence as  Magazines  and  other  epitomes  of  large 
works,  but  that  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to 
them.  He  had  occafionally,  for  Cave's  Magazine, 
written  the  lives  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi,  Boerhaavc, 
the  admirals  Drake  and  Blake,  Barretier,  and  divers 
other  eminent  peribns;  and  alio,  fundry  philological 

cffays, 
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efiays,  particularly  a  ftatc  of  the  controverfy  between 
Croufaz  andWarburtonrefpefibing  the  'Eflay  onMan/ 
^nd  a  vifion  intitlcd  *  the  Apotheofis  of  Milton/  Cave 
being  now  dead,  he  ceafed  to  furnifh  articles  for  that 
publication,  and  either  voluntarily  offered,  or  fuffered 
hioifelf  to  be  retained  as  a  writer  in  odiers  of  a  like 
kind :  accordingly,  in  1756,  he  wrote  for  *  the  Uni- 
verfal  Vifitor,  or  Monthly  Memorialifl,'  printed  for 
Gardner  *,  two  of  three  letters  therein  inferted,  on  the 
iubjeA  of  agriculture  -,  and  in  the  fame  and  fubfequent 
year,  he  affumed  or  fubmitted  to  the  office  of  a  re- 
viewer, as  it  is  called,  for  the  publiiher  of  a  monthly 
CoUedlion,  intitled,  *  The  Literary  Magazine,*  of 
which  one  Faden,  a  printer,  was  the  editor.  In  this 
he  wrote  the  addrels  to  the  public;  alfo,  reviews  of  the 
following  books,  viz*  Soame  Jenyns's  free  enquiry 
into  the  nature  and  origin  of  evil  j  Dn  Blackwell's 
Memoirs  of  the  court  of  Auguftus ;  he  wrote  alio 
therein,  Obfervations  on  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  1756, 
and  the  Life  of  the  prefent  king  of  Pruflia ;  and,  Han* 
way's  journal  coming  in  his  way,  which  contained  in 
it  a  ievere  cenfure  of  the  praAice  of  tea-drinking,  he 
officially,  as  I  may  fay,  and  with  a  degree  of  alacrity 
proportioned  to  his  avowed  love  of  that  liquor,  under- 
took to  criticife  the  book,  and  refute  the  arguments 
of  the  author. 

To  render  this  controverfy  intelligible,  it  is  neceflary 
I  Ihould  ftate  the  grounds  on  which  it  proceeded. — Mr. 
Jonas  Han  way  had,  in  the  year  i755»  undertaken  and 

*  The  writers  in  this  publication  were^  Chriflopher  Smart. 
Richard  Rolt,  Mr.  Garrick»  and  Dr.  Percy,  now  bifhop  of  Dro« 
more.  Their  papers  are  figned  with  the  initials  of  their  fumames ; 
Johnlbn's  have  tl\is  mark  •  •• 
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performed  a  joamcY  ffom  Poitfmouth  to  King^dfl 
upon  Thames^  through  Sauthampc^m,  Wildhire,  &c« 
which^  liiough  completed  in  the  fpace  of  .eight  days^ 
and  attended  with  no  extraordinary  circumftances,  wasj 
it  feems,  in  his  judgment,  worthy  of  being  recorded, 
and,  by  means  of  the  prefs,  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  $ 
and  accordingly  he  gave  a  relation  of  it  to  the 
public,  in  two  o6kvo  v<rfumes.  It  may  be  needlels 
to  fay,  that  this  work  abounds  widi  miicellaneous 
thoughts^  m<x*al  and  religious,  and  alio  political  refiec^ 
fions;  for  of  which  of  all  his  numerous  produfkions 
cannot  the  lame  be  faid  ?    Connefted  with  it  is  *  An 

*  Eflay  on  Tea,  confidered  as  pernicious  to  healthy 
*.  obftrufting  induftry,  and  impovcrilhing  the  nation, 

*  with  an  account  of  its  growth,  and  great  confump- 

*  dan  in  thefe  kingdoms  */ 

As 

*  Mr.  Hanway  feems  not  veiy  accurate  in  his  fkte  of  the  tijoe 
when  tea  was  firft  brought  into  England.  He  {zys,  that  lord 
Arlington  and  lord  Oflfory  introdaced  it  in  1666,  and  that  if 
was  thm  admired  as  a  new  thing.  Waller  has  a  poem  zddtetkd 
to  the  <iueen,  Maria  d'Efie^  wUFe  of  Ja*  II.  in  1683^  '  On  tea 

*  commended  by  her  majefty>'  whereby  it  (eens»  that  criren  then 
it  was  a  new  thing. 

It  is  a  queftion  of  fome  curiofity,  and  worthy  invelligadon^  what 
were  the  viands  of  a  morning  meal  with  people  of  condition,  bf 
which  tea  with  its  concomitants  is  now  the  fubflitate  ;  and  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  refolve  it  by  the  following  extra^  from  the  Northum- 
berland houfhold  book,  in  which  is  contained  the  regniationi  and 
eftabliihment  of  the  houfhold  of  Henry  Algernon  Percy,  the  fifth 
carl  of  Northumberland,  at  his  cafHes  of  WrefiU  and  Leddnfield 
in  Ydrldhire,  begun  annodomini  1512. 

«  Braikfk(tif  for  pibsch  days. 

^  BraikfaiUs  for  my  Lorde  and  my  lady« 

*  Furil»  a  loof  of  brede  in  trenchors,  2  manchettSj   l   quart 
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As  I  do  not  mean  to  follow  this  author  in  the 
tourfe  of  an  argument  conducted  in  no  mediod,  in- 
terrupted by  a  redundancy  of  foreign  matter,  and 
which  violates  every  rule  in  logic,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  remarking,  that  though  every  one  of  his 
three  aflcrtions  may  be  true,  he  has  fucceeded  in  the 
proef  of  no  one  of  them.  That  tea  is  a  luxury,  and 
not  a  fit  aliment  for  the  poor,  is  implied  in  a  farcafin 
of  Swift  to  this  purpofe,  that  the  world  muft  be  en»- 
compafled,  that  is  to  fay,  by  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  for  tea>  and  another  to  the  Weft  for  fugar> 

'  of  here,  a  quart  of  wine*  half  a  chyne  of  mutton^  or  ella  a  chya« 
*  of  bcif  boiled* 

*  Braikfaftis   for  the  Nurcy,  for  my  Lady  Margar«t» 
*  and  Mr.  Yngram  Percy. 
«  Item,  a  manchet,  t  quarte  of  bcrc,   and  3  muton  boiiys 
'  boiled. 

'  Braikfaflis  for  my  Ladys  Gefitylwomen. 

^  Item»  a  loif  of  houfhold  breid,  a  pottell  of  beire>  and  3  mutoki 
'  bonysboyled>  or  ells  a  pece  of  beif  boiled* 

•   LENTi 

«  firaikfaile  for  my  Lorde  artd  Iny  Lady. 
*  Furft,  a  loif  of  brede  in  trchchors,  2  manchets,  a  quart  of 
«  hcrty  aquartof  wyne,  2  petys  of  faltfifch,  6  baconn'd  herryuigj 
'  4  white  herring  or  a  dyfche  of  fproits. 

»  Braikfailc  for  the  Nurcy,  for  my  Lady  Margaref, 
'and  Maifter  Ingeram  Percy. 
*   Item,  a  manchet,  a  quarte  of  bcre»  a  dyfch  of  butteri  a  pace 
*  of  ialtfifch*  a  difchof  fproits,  or  3  white  herryillg« 

'  Braikfaile  for  my  Ladis  Gentyllwom^n, 

«  Item,  a  loof  of  brcde,  a  potteU  of  bcre,  a  pccc  of  feltfifchc,  or 
*  3  whiteherrynge.' 
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before  a  waiherwoman  can  fie  down  to  breakfaft. 
That  it  is  pernicious  to  health  is  di(put£d  by  phy- 
fidans:  Quincy  commends  it»  as  an  elegant  sod 
t^holefome  beverage  5  Cheyne  condemns  it,  as  preju- 
dicial to  the  nervous  fyilem.  Bifhop  Bumet|for  many 
years,  drank  fixteen  large  cups  of  it  every  nnorning, 
and  never  complained  that  it  did  him  the  kailt  ii^ury* 
The  two  laft  objeftions,  that  tea  is  an  obftniaion  to 
induftry,  and  that  it  impoveriikes  the  nttioa,  are  p(di- 
tical  queftions  which  I  am  not  able  to  decide  upon. 

Epidetus   ibmewhere   advilies  us  to  coofider  the 
gratification  of  the  calls  of  hunger  and  third,  as  aAs 
of  neceflity  j  to  be  performed  as  it  were  by  Ac  bye, 
but  by  no  means  to  be  eftimated  among  die  enjoy- 
ments of  life ;  and  by  a  precept  no  lefs  dian  divine,  wc 
are  exhorted  to  take  no  thought  what  we  fliall  eat  or 
what  we  (hall  drink.   Johnfon  looked  upon  the  fonncr 
as  a  very  ferious  bolinels,  and  enjoyed  the  plealures 
of  a  fplendid  table  equally  with  moft  men.   It  vas, 
at  no  time  of  his  life,  pleafing  to  fee  him  at  a  meal; 
the  greedinefs  with  which  he  ate,  his  total  inattention 
to  thofe  among  whom  he  was  feated,  and  his  profound 
filence  in  the  hour  of  refeftion,  were  circumftanccs 
that  at  the  inftant  degraded  him,  and  (hewed  him  so 
be  more  a  fenfualift  than  a  pfailo((^er.     MoreoTer, 
he  was  a  lover  of  tea  to  an  excefs  hardly  credible ; 
whenever  it  appeared,  he  was  almo(l  raving,  and  by 
his  impatience  to  be  ferved,   his  inoeifimt  calls  for 
thofe  ingredients  which  make  diat  liquor  pdatable, 
and  the  hafte  with  which  he  fwallowed  it  down,  he 
feldom  failed  to  make  that  a&itigue  to  «very  ene  etft) 
which  was  intended  as  a  general  refrefliment.    Such 
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figns  of  eflTeminac^  as  thefe^  fuited  but  ill  with  the 
appearance  of  a  man»  who^  for  his  bodily  ftrength  and 
fUture^  has  been  compared  to  Polyphemusi 

This  foible  in  Johnfon's  chara6ler  being  known^ 
it  will  excite  no  wonder  in  the  reader  to  be  told> 
that  he  readily  enabraced  the  opportunity  of  defend** 
ing  his  own  pradice,  by  an  examen  of  Hanway's 
book*  Accordingly^  he  began  his  remarks  on  it  in 
the  Literary  Magazine,  Number  YH  *,  but  receiving 
from  this  author  an  injunftion  to  forbear  proceeding 
in  his  cenfure  till  a  fecond  edition  ihould  appear^ 
he  fubmitted^  though  it  Was  a  prohibition  that 
could  neither  be  reafbnably  impofed,  nor  by  an/ 
means  infbrced;  yet,  fuch  was  its  fcfFcAj  that  Mr^ 
Hanwa/s  journal  was  not  remarked  on,  till  he  had 
been  allowed  every  advantage  that  could  proced  it 
from  cenfure* 

Such  candour  on  the  part  of  him^  on  whofe  opinion 
perhaps  many  were  waiting  to  form  theirs,  might  have 
relieved  the  author  from  any  dread  of  unfair  treat- 
menti  but  Johnfbn,  who  paid  all  proper  deference  to 
good  intentions,  did  not  think  this  tacit  indication  of 
the  temper  in  which  he  fat  down  to  review  Mr.  Hah- 
tray'6  journal^  fufficient:  he,  therefore,  in  refuming 
the  diipute,  promifes  him^  that  he  ihall  find  no  ma- 
lignity of  cenfure,  and  draws  a  very  handfome  infer-* 
ence  from  the  contents  of  his  thirty-two  letters,  that 
he  is  a  mail  whofe  failings  may^  well  be  pardoned  for 
his  virtues* 

The  cridcifm  (pn  this  fecond  edition  appeared  in 
the  Literary  Magazine,  Number  XIII  ft  and  extendi 

♦  From  i5tli  Oa.  to  15th  Not*  1756. 
t  From  15th  April  to  isrhMzj,  i;S7* 
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chiefly  to  Mr.  Hanway's  arguments  againft  tea  and 
gin  :  fubjefts  which  feem  to  have  infpired  him  with 
fuch  enthufiaftic  eloquence  as  difdained  all  the  rules 
•of  logic,  and  diftated  obfervations  and  conclufions, 
fo  incoherent  and  incongruous,  as  would  have  ftimu- 
lated  even  thofe,  who,  in  the  main,  thought  with 
him,  to  an  endeavour  at  correfting  his  judgrncnt. 

But,  in  Johnfon,  when  writing  on  the  qualities  of 
tea,  he  met  with  an  opponent  on  principle  j  for  its 
antagonift's  hatred,  however  radical  or  zealous,  could 
not  exceed  the  love  its  champion  bore  it :  he  defcribes 
himfelf  as  ^  a  hardened  and  Ihamelcfs   tea-drinker, 

*  who  has,  for  many  years,  diluted  his  meals  widi 
'  only  the  infufion  of  this  fafcinating  plant  j  whole 

*  kettle  has  fcarcely  time  to  cool  ;    who,  with  tea 
'  amufes  the  evening,    with   tea   folaces   the   mid- 

*  nights,  and  with  tea  welcomes  the  morning/ 
That  Mr.   Hanway  was   right  in  aflerting,  that 

the  praftice  of  drinking  tea  is  produftive  of  harm 
.  among  the  lower  clalTes  of  people,  muft  certainly 
be  admitted ;  and  that  Johnfon  was  right  in  denying 
that  it  has  all  the  poifonous  qualities  the  Journal 
attributes  to  it,  experience  Ihews.  From  what  has 
been  faid  on  both  fides,  little  can  be  inferred,  biit 
that  to  fome  it  is  noxious,  and  to  others  neutral ; 
that  thofe  do  wrong  who  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  it  when 
they  find  it  injurious  to  their  health,  and  that  fuch  as 
'  cannot  afford  the  necefTaries  of  life,  ought  tiot  to  in- 
dulge in  its  luxuries. 

At  Johnfon's  candid  examen,'  which  Ihduld  not 

*  have  offended  Mr.  Hanway,  as,  by  fubmitting  Kis 

work  to  public  infpeftion,  he  recognized  the  right  of 

public  criticifm,  the  latter  was  extremely  irritated,  and 

very 
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very  unadvifedly  drew  his  reviewer  forth  to  a  fecond* 
exertion  of  his  argumenutive-powers,  printed  in  the' 
feme  Magazine,  vol.  ii.  1253,  under  the  title  of  ^  A 

*  reply  to  a  paper  in  the  Gazetteer  of  May  26,  1757,' 
in  which,  with  feeming  contrition  and  mock  penitence 
he  requefts  to  know  how  he  has  offended,  and  depre- 
cates the  wrath  he  had  excited. *  There  are  only 

*  three  fubjefts,*  fays  he,  '  upon  which  my  unlucky 

*  pen  has  happened  to  venture.     Tea,  the  author  of 

*  the  Journal,  and  the  Foundling  hofpital/ 

*  Of  the  author,  I  unfortunately  fald,  that  his  in- 

*  junction  was  too  magiftcrial-     This  I  faid,  before  I 

*  knew  he  was  a  governor  of  the  foundlings ;  but  he 

*  fcems  inclined  to  punifh  this  failure  of  relpeft,  as 

*  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  made  war  upon  Sweden,  be- 

*  caufc  he  was  not  treated  with  fufficient  honours  when 

*  he  paflcd  through  the  country  in  difguife.     Yet  was 

*  not  this  irreverence  without  extenuation.  Something 

*  was  faid  of  the  merit  o( meaning  well,  and  the  journa- 
^  lift  was  declared  to  be  a  man  wbofe  failings  might  well ' 

*  be  pardoned  for  bis  virtues.    This  is  the  higheft  praife 

*  which  human  gratitude  can  confer  upon   human 

*  merit,  praife  that  would  have  more  than  fatisfied 

*  "^fitus  or  Augujiusy  but  which  I  muft  own  to  be  ina- 

*  dequate  and  penurious,  when  offered  to  the  member 

*  of  an  important  corporation/ 

His  juftification  of  what  he  faid  of  the  author,  he 

concludes  thus : *  As  the  journalift,  though  en- 

^  thufiaftically  zealous  for  his  country,  has,  with  regard 
^  to  fmallcr  things,  the  placid  happinefs  of  philofo- 

*  phical  indifference,  I  can  give  him  no  difturbance 

*  by  advifing  him  to  reftrain  even  the  love  of  his 
^-  country  within  due  limits^  left  it  Ihould  fomctimea 
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^  fwell  too  high,  fill  the  whole  capacity  of  his  foul| 
^  and  leave  lefs  room  for  the  love  of  truth/ 

Unluckily  for  Mr»  Hanway  it  happened,  that  while 
Jie  was  labouring  for  the  general  good,  by  reprobating 
thepraAice  of  drinking  tea,  an  inftitutbn  fipm  which 
he  derived  much  of  his  importancej  was  fufierifig 
fr(»n  want  pf  care.  Johnfon^  in  a  vifit  to  the 
f'oundling  hofpital,  obfcrved,  that  the  objefts  of  the 
charity^  however  well  provided  for  in  other  relpefts,* 
were,  i|i  the  eflential  point  of  religious  knowledge; 
lamentably  deficient.  To  him,  who  confidered  wifely 
that  there  was  no  evil  fi'om  which  the  governors  of 
the  Foundling  hofpital  could  refcue  deffcrted  infants, 
fo  much  to  be  dreaded  as  ignorance  of  this  kind, 
the  anfwers  giren  to  his  enquiries  touching  their  im- 
piovement  were  very  unfatisfaftory •  Without  knowing 
that  Mr,  Hanway  was  concerned  in  the  charge,  he,  in 
his  former  letter  h^d  ftated  this  fafb,  and  followed  it  by 
faying,  that  ^  to  breed  up  children  in  this  manner,  is 
f  to  refcue  them  from  an  early  grave,  that  they  may 
^  find  employment  for  the  gibbet^  from  dying  in  in<» 
f  noccnce,  tha^t  they  may  perilh  by  their  crimes/ 

The  laudable  motive  which  induced  Johnfon  to  point 
out  this  ncgleft,  and  the  juftice  of  his  remark,  did 
not  fliicld  him  from  unmerited  refentment^  He  was 
called  on  to  fupport  what  he  had  advanced :  his  affcr- 
tion  yras  branded  with  the  epithet  oiincredibUy  but 
his  obfervatipn  had  produced  it$  efiefl:  i  he  had  found 
means  to  have  it  reprefented  to  one  of  the  higheft 
names  of  tl>e  fpciety,  and  a  catechift  was  fbon  after 
appointed, 

On  a  review  of  the  eloquence  he  had  been  forced 
t9  pncQuiiter,  he  fays  pf  hi^  adverfary^— — ^  His  aigu- 

^  mentation. 
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*  mncatioaj  bdng  fomewhac  enthufiailical,  I  cannot 
^  fully  comprehend^  hnt  it  feems  to  (land  thus.  My 
<  iiifinuations  are  foolilh  or  malicious,  fince  I  know 
'  not  one  of  the  governors  of  the  hofpital ;  for  he 
^  diat  knows  not  the  governors  of  the  hofpital  muft 
^  be  very  fix>lifh  or  malicious* 

^  He  has,  however,  fo  much  kindnefs  for  me,  that 

*  he  adviies  me  to  confult  my  own  fafety  when  I  talk 
'  of  corporations.  I  know  not  what  the  mod  impor* 
«  tant  corporation  could   do,    becoming  manhood, 

*  by  which  my  fafety  is  endangered.  My  reputation 
^  is  fafe,  for  I  can  prove  the  faA ;  my  quiet  is  fafe, 
^  for  I  meant  well ;  and  for  any  other  fafety,  I  am  not 

*  ufird  to  be  very  folicitous. 

*  I  am  always  lorry  when  I  (ee  any  being  labouring 
^  in  vain  ;  and,  in  return  for  the  joumalift's  attention 

*  to  my  fafety,  I  will  confefs  fome  compaflion  for  his 
^  tumultuous  refentment;  fince  all  his  inve&ives  fume 

*  into  the  air,  with  fo  little  efie£l  upon  me,  that  I  ftill 
^  efteem  him  as  one  that  has  the  fnertt  of  meaning  wtll^ 
^  and  flill  believe  him  to  be  ^  mem  whc/c  failings  may 

*  tejufilyfardoned  for  bis  virtues.* 

Whoever  pcrufes  this  controverfy,  will  be  fenced  to 
confefs  that,  on  the  part  of  Johnfon,  it  is  condu  Aed^ 
not  only  with  candour,  but  with  great  good  humour^ 
a  circumflance  to  be  remarked  in  all  his  polemical 
writings,  and  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing  that  in  oral 
difputation  his  behaidour  was  fo  different,  as  to  ex* 
pofe  him  to  the  feverefk  cenfures.  His  exertions 
^igainft  his  adverfary  were  play,  not  hoftility  i 
^  Sporting  die  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 
^  Dandled  the  kid.' 

Paradife  Loft,  book  Iv.llne  J4J* 
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By  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Hanway,  which  Johnibn  is 
fo  ready  to  acknowledge,  we  arc  to  undcrftand,  that 
aftive  and  unwearied  benevolence,  which,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  he  has  been  exercifing  for  the  benefit  of 
fociety,  and  by  his  failings,  or  rather  failing,  for  I 
know  of  but  one  he  has,  a  propenfity  to  writing  and 
publiftiing  books,  which,  for  the  tritenefs  and  inanity 
of  the  fentiments  contained  in  them,  no  one  can  read. 

About  the  year  1756,  time  had  produced  a  change 
in  the  fituation  of  many  of  Johnfon's  friends,  who 
were  ufed  to  meet  him  in  Ivy  lane.  Death  had  ta- 
ken from  u?  M'Ghie;  Barker  went  to  fettle  as  a 
praftiflng  phyfician  at  Trowbridge;  Dyer  went 
abroad;  Hawkefworth  was  bufied  in  forming  new 
conneftions;  and  I  had  lately  made  one  that  re- 
moved from  me  all  temptations  to  pafs  my  even- 
ings from  home.  The  confequence  was,  that  our 
fympofium  at  the  King's  head  broke  up,  and  he  who 
had  firft  formed  us  into  a  fociety  was  left  with  fewer 
around  him  than  were  able  to  fupport  it. 

All  this  while,  the  bookfellcrs,  who  by  his  own 
confeflion  were  his  beft  friends,  had  their  eyes  upon 
Johnfon,  and  reflefted  with  fome  concern  on  what 
feemed  to  them  a  mifapplication  of  his  talents. 
The  'furnifhing  magazines,  reviews,  and  even  news- 
papers, with  literary  intelligence,  and  the  authors  of 
books,  who  could  not  write  them  for  themfelves,  with 
dedications  and  prefaces,  they  looked  on  as  employ- 
ments beneath  him,  who  had  attained  to  fuch  emi* 
nence  as  a  writer;  they,  therefore,  in  the  year 
1756,  found  out  for  him  luch  a  one  as  feemed  to 
afford  a  profpe£t  both  of  amufement  and  profit  t  this 
was  an  edition  of  ShakefpearelJ  dramatic  works, 
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which,  by  a  concurrence  of  circunnftanccs,  was  now 
become  neceffary,  to  anfwer  the  increafing  demand  of 
the  public  for  the  writings  of  that  author. 

Mr.  Garrick,  who,  as  every  one  knows,  was  in  aU 
that  related  to  Shakefpeare  an  enthufiaft,  had,  by  the 
ftudy  of  his  principal  charafters,  and  his  own  cxqui- 
fitc  aftion,  fo  recommended  Shakefpeare  to  the  town, 
that  the  admiration  of  him  became  general  even  to 
aflfcftation ;  many  profeffing  to  be  delighted  with  the 
performance  and  perufal  of  his  plays,  who,  from 
their  want  of  literature,  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
phrafeology  of  the  age  in  which  they  were  written, 
could  not  be  fuppofed  capable  of  conftruing  them. 
Others  there  were,  in  whom  la  literary  curiofity  had 
been  excited,  by  tl^e  publication  of  fuch  editions  of  this 
author  as  tended  to  fettle  his  text,  and  by  a  defcription 
of  ancient  manners  and  cufloms  of  living,  to  render 
him  intelligible.  The  firft  eflay  of  this  kind,  worth 
noting,  was  the  edition  of  Theobald,  the  dcfefts  where- 
of, in  the  fingle  opinion  of  Warburton,  were  fo  many^ 
and  greats  as  to  render  that  neceflary  which  bears  his 
name. 

The  two  claiTes  of  readers,  here  difcriminated, 
amounted  to  fuch  a  number  as  encouraged  the 
bookfellers  to  an  edition  on  the  plan  of  the  two 
former,  and  Johnfon  was  the  perfon,  whom,  of  all 
others,  they  thought  the  fitteft  to  undertake  it :  the 
terms  fettled  between  them  wefe,  that  Johnfon  fhould 
receive  for  his  own  ufe  the  profits  arifmg  frcxn  a 
iubfcription  to  the  firft  impreffion,  and  that  the 
copy-right  fliould  remain  with  the  then  poflefTors. 
The  3j^  notification  of  this  defign  was^  a  propofal 
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drawn  up  by  Johnfon,  letting  forth  the  incorreft* 
nefs  of  the  early  editions^  the  original  obfcurity  and 
jfobiequent  corruptions  of  the  text,  the  neceffity  of 
notes,  and  the  failures  of  former  editors. 

A  ilranger  to  Johnfon's  character  and  temper  would 
have  thought,  that  the  ftudy  of  an  auth(»*y  whole  fkill 
in  the  fcience  of  human  life  was  {o  deep,  and  whofe 
perfeAions  were  fo  many  and  various  as  to  be  above 
die  reachof  all  praife,  muft  have  been  die  moft  pleafing 
employment  that  his  imagination  could  fuggeft,  but 
it  was  not  fo :  in  a  vifit  that  he  one  morning  made  to 
me,  I  congratulated  him  on  his  being  now  engaged 
in  a  work  that  fuited  his  genius,  and  that,  requirii^ 
none  of  that  fevere  application  which  his  di£Uonary 
had  condemned  him  to,  I  doubted  not  would  be  exe* 
,cuted  con  amore, His  anfwerwas,  'IIookup<Mi 

*  this  as  I  did  upon  the  dictionary :  it  is  all  work,  and 

*  my  inducement  to  it  is  not  love  or  defire  of  fame, 
^  but  the  want  of  money,  which  is  the  only  modve 

*  to  wridng  that  I  know  of/— — ^And  the  event  was 
evidence  to  me,  that  in  this  fpeech  he  declared  his 
genuine  fentiments  j  for,neither  in  the  firft  place  did 
he  fet  himfelf  to  colled  early  editions  of  his  author, 
old  plays,  tranflations  of  hiftories,  and  of  the  claffics, 
and  other  materials  neccflary  for  his  purpofe,    nor 
could  he  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  into  that  courfe  of 
reading,  without  which  it  feemed  impoflible  to  come 
at  the  fenfe  of  his  audion    It  was  provoking  to  all 
his  friends  to  fee  him  wafte  his  days,  his  weeks,  and 
his  months  fo  long,  that  they  feared  a  mental  lethargy 
had  feized  him,  out  of  which  he  would  never  recover. 
In  this,  however,  they  were  happily  deceived,  for,  after 
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two  years  inaftivity,  they  find  him  roufed  to  a&ion> 
and  engaged— not  in  the  profecution  of  the  work,  for 
the  completion  whereof  he  ftood  doubly  bounds  but 
in  a  new  one,  the  fumiihing  a  feries  of  periodical 
cflays,  intitled,  and  it  may  be  diought  not  improperly, 

*  The  Idler,*  as  his  motive  to  the  employment  waa  . 
averlion  to  a  labour  he  had  undertaken,  though  in 
the  execution,  it  muft  be  owned,  it  merited  a  better 
name- 
As  Johnfon  was  diverted  from  his  work  of  Shake* 

Ipcare,  fo  am  I  from  my  purpofc  of  tracing  the 
progrcfe  of  it,  being  to  relate  the  occurrences  of  nine 
years  of  his  life  before  I  can  congratulate  the  reader 
on  its  appearance.- 

The  engagement  for  the  Idler  was  with  Newbeiy 
the  bookfeller,  a  man  of  a  projecting  head,  a  good 
underftanding,  and  great  integrity;  and  who,  by  a^ 
fortunate  connexion  with  Dr.  James  the  phyfician, 
and  the  honeft  exertions  of  his  own  induftry,  be- 
came the  founder  of  a  family.  Taking  advantage 
of  that  rage  for  intelligence,  which  the  fucceflcs  of 
the  war  had  excited,  in  even  the  loweft  order  pf  the 
people,  he  planned  a  weekly  paper,  which  he  called 

*  The  Univerfal  Chronicle,'  and,  as  the  fize  of  it  ren- 
dered it  fufceptible  of  more  matter  than  the  occur- 
rences, during  the  intervals  of  its  publication,  would 
iupply,  it  wais  part  of  his  fcheme,  that  it  fhould  con^i* 
tain  an  eflay  or  fhort  difcourfe  on  fuch  fubje(5ts  of 
morality,  or  of  wit  and  humour,  as,  in  former  inftances, 
had  been  found  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  public^ 
A  fbare  in  the  profits  of  this^aper  was  Johnfon's  in- 
ducement to  the  furniihing  fuch  a  difcourfe,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, it  appeared,  on  Saturday  the  fifteenth  day 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364  T  H  E    L  IF  E    O  F 

of  April  1758,  and  continued  to  be  publifticd  on  the 
fame  day  in  pvery  week  for  near  two  years  thence  fol- 
lowing. 

The  profits  accruing  from  the  fale  of  this  paper,  and 
the  fubfcriptions  which,  from  the  year  1756,  he  was 
|-eceiving  for  the  edition  of  Shakefpcare  by  him  pro-^ 
pofed,  were  the  only  known  means  of  his  fubfiftence 
for  a  period  of  near  four  years,  and  we  may  fuppofe 
them  hardly  adequate  to  his  wants,  for,  upon  finding 
the  balance  of  the  account  for  the  diftionary  againft 
him,  he  quitted  his  houfe  in  Gough  fquare,  and 
took  chambers  in  Gray's  inn  j  and  Mrs.  Williams, 
upon  this  removal,  fixed  herfelf  in  lodgings  at  a 
boarding-fchool  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  for- 
mer dwelling. 

About  this  time  he  had,  from  a  friend  who  highly 
cfteemed  him*,  the  offer  of  a  living,  of  which  he  might 
have  rendered  himfelf  capable  by  entering  into  holy 
orders :  it  was  a  reftory,  in  a  pleafant  country,  and 
of  fuch  a  yearly  value  as  might  have  tempted  one  in 
better  circumftances  than  himfelf  to  accept  it  j  but 
he  had  fcruples  about  the  duties  of  the  minifterial 
fundkion,  that  he  could  not,  after  deliberation,  over- 
come.    *  I  have  not,'  faid  he,  *  the  requifites  for  the 

*  office,  and  I  cannot,  in  my  confcience,  fhcar  that 

*  flock  which  I  am  unable  to  feed/ — Upon  converfing 
with  him  on  that  inability  which  was  his  reafon  for 
declining  the  offer,  it  was  found  to  be  a  fufpicion  of 
his  patience  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  catechifuig  and 
inllrufting  a  great  number  of  poor  ignorant  perfons, 

'  *  Mr.  Langton,  of  Langton  in  Lincolnfhire,  die  father  of  his 
much-beloved  friend  Bennet  Langton>  £fq;  mendoned  in  the  codU 
cil  to  hi^  will,  and  hulband  of  the  countcfs  .dowa|;er  of  {lothes. 
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who,  in  religious  matters,  had,  perhaps,  every  thing 
'to  learn. 

Thus  fcfupuloully  did  he  think  of  the  nature  of  the 
minilterial  office,  and  thus  did  he  teftify  the  fmcerity 
of  thofe  cenfures,  which  he  would  fometimes  pafs  on 
the  conduft  of  the  generality  of  the  clergy  of  his 
time  J  for  though,  as  a  body  of  men,  he  held  them 
in  great  veneration,  and  was  ever  ready  to  defend 
them  againft  the  encroachments  of  fome,  and  the  re- 
proaches of  others  of  the  ignorant  laity,  he  exafted 
from  all  who  had  the  cure  of  fouls  a  punftilious  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty,  and  held  in  utter  deteftation 
thofe  who,  renouncing  their  garb  and  clerical  cha- 
radler,  affeded  to  appear  men  of  the  world. 

He  thought  of  Dr.  Clarke,  whofe  fermons  he  valued 
above  all  other,  that  he  complied  too  frequently  with 
invitations  to  dine  with  perfons  of  high  rank,  his  pa- 
rifhioners,  and  fpent  too  much  of  his  time  in  cere- 
monious vifits  :  differing  in  this  refpeft  from  his  con- 
temporary Smalridge,  the  elegant  Favonius  of  the 
Tatler,  who,  in  the  height  of  his  reputation  as  a 
preacher,  was  ever  ready  to  vifit  a  fick  perfon  in  the 
moft  obfcure  alley  of  Weftminfter. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759,  and  while  the 
Idler  continued  to  be  publifhed,  an  event  happened, 
for  which  it  might  be  imagined  he  was  well  prepared, 
the  death  of  his  mother,  who  had  then  attained  the 
age  of  ninety  J  but  he,  whofe  mind  had  acquired  no 
firmnefs  by  the  contemplation  of  mortality,  was  as 
little, able  to  fuftain  the  fliock  as  he  would  have 
been  had  this  lofs  befallen  him  in  his  nonage.  It  is 
conjefturcd  that,  for  many  years  before' her  deceafe, 
fee  derived  almoft  the  whole  of  her  fupport  from  this 
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her  dutiful  fon,  whofe  filial  piety  was  ever  one  of 
the  moft  diftinguifliable  features  in  his  charaftcr*^ 
Report  fays,    but  rather  vaguely,   that,  to  fupply 
her  neceflides  in  her  laft  jllnefs,  he  wrote  and  made 
money  of  his  *  Raffelas/  a  talc  of  his  mvention, 
numbered  among  the  beft  of  his  writings,  and  pub- 
Jiflied  in  the  fpring  of  1759,  a  crifis  that  gives  credit 
to  fuch  a  fuppofition.     No,  41  of  the  Idler,  though 
it  pretends  to  be  a  letter  to  the  author,  was  written  by 
Johnfon  himfelf,  on  occafion  of  his  mother's  death, 
and  may  be  fuppofed  to  defcribe,  as  truly  as  patheti- 
cally, his  ientiments  on  the  feparation  of  friends  and 
relations.     The    fa£t,   refpefting    the  writing  and 
publifhing  the  ftory  of  RalTelas  is,  that  finding  the 
Eaftern  Tales  written  by  himfelf  in  the  Rambler,  and 
by  Hawkefworth  in  the  Adventurer,  had  been  well 
received,  he  had  been  for  fome  time  meditating  a 
fictitious  hiftory,  of  a  greater  extent  than  any  that 
had  appeared  in  either  of  thoie  papers,  which  might 
fervc  as  a  vehicle  to  convey  to  the  world  his  fcnri- 
mjpts  of  human  life  and  the  dilpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence, and  having  digefted  his  thoughts  on  the  fub* 
jeft,  he  obeyed  the  fpur  of  that  neccflity  which  now 
prefTed  him,  and  fat  down  to  compofe  the  tale  above^ 
mentioned,  laying  the  fcenc  of  it  in  a  country  that  he 
had  before  occafjon  to  contemplate,  in  his  tranflatioa 
of  Padre  Lobo's  voyage. 

As  it  was  written  to  raife  money,  he  did  not  long 
delay  difpofingof  it;  he  gave  it,  as  I  have  been  told, 
to  Mr.  Baf-etti^  to  fell  to  that  bookfeller  who  would 

*  I  find  in  his  diary  a  note  ef  the  payment  to  Mr.  Allen  thtf 
printer,  of  £x  gtnneasi  which  he  had  borrowed  of  Um,  mad  feni 

to  his  dying  mother. 
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ghre  moft  for  it,  but  the  fum  he  get  for  it  is  va- 
lioufly  reported.  As  noxie  of  his  compofitions  have 
been  more  applauded  than  this^  an  examen  of  it  ia 
this  place  may  not  be  improper,  and  the  foUowing 
may  fenrc  till  a  better  (hall  appear* 

Confidered  as  a  fpecinien  of  our  language^  it  k 
icarcely  to  be  paralleled:  it  is  written  in  a  ftyle 
refined  to  a  degree  of  immaculate  purity,  and  <££• 
plays  the  whole  force  of  turgid  eloquence. 

But  it  was  compofed  at  a  time  when  no  fpring  like 
that  in  the  mind  of  Raflelas  urged  his  narrator;  when 
die  heavy  hand  of  afflidion  aknoft  bore  him  down^ 
and  the  dread  of  future  want  haunted  him.  That  he 
ihoukl  have  produced  a  tale  fraught  with  lively  ima- 
gery>  or  that  he  Ihould  have  painted  human  life  in 
g^^  colotirs,  could  not  have  been  expefted :  he  pour- 
ed out  his  forrow  in  gloomy  refle£tion,  and  being 
ddlitute  o(  comfort  himfelf,  defcribed  the  world  as 
nearly  without  it. 

In  a  work  of  fuch  latitude  as  this,  where  nothing 
'  could  be  impertinent,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  divulg* 
i^g  his  opinion  on  any  point  that  he  had  thought  on : 
be  has  therefore  fomried  many  converfations  on  topics 
that  are  known  to  have  been  fubjeds  of  his  medita- 
tion, and  has  atoned  for  the  paucitjr  of  his  incidents 
by  fuch  difcuflions  as  are  fcldom  attempted  by  the 
fkbricators  of  ro.Tiaiitic  fifbion. 

Admitting  that  Johnfon  fpeaks  in  the  perfon  of  die 
▼iftor-difputant,  we  may,  wliilc  he  is  unvcUing  t)it 
hearts  of  others,  gain  fome  knowledge  of  his  own.  He 
JuM  ia  thk  Abyflinian  tale  given  us  what  he  calls  a 
on  poetry,  and  in  it  that  which  appears  to 
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xnc  a  recipe  for  making  a  poet,  from  which  maybe  iii^ 
ferred  what  he  thought  the  neceflarjr  ingredients,  and 
a  reference  to  the  paflage  will  tend  to  corroborate  an 
obfervation  of  Mr.  Garrick's,  that  Johnfon's  poetical 
faculty  was  mechanical,  and  that  what  he  wrote  came 
not  from  his  heart  but  from  his  head.  Imlac,  the  guide 
of  the  prince,  relates  to  him  the  events  of  his  lifci 
which  are — That  his  father  was  a  wealthy  itierchant, 
but  a  man  of  uncultivated  intellects,  who  left  the 
choice  of  a  profeffion,  with  very  little  biafs,  to  hia 
ion.  The  young  man  was  difgufted  with  trade,  and 
inclined  to  general  learning ;  but  finding,  as  he  fays, 
tKat  poetry  was  confidered  as  the  higheft  learning, 
and  regarded  with  veneration,  he  determined  to  be- 
come a  poet.  Ambition  has  feldom  effe&ed  fb  (hi- 
pendous  a  work  as  that  of  implanting  poetic  genius  i 
but  Imlac  was  refolved,  and,  if  we  may  trufl  the  ac-^ 
count  of  his  fuccefs,  his  defign  was  not  ablurd :  his 
induftry  was  very  commendable:  he  red  all  the  poets 
of  Arabia  and  Pcrfia,  and  was  able  to  repeat  by  me- 
mory the  volumes  that  are  fufpended  in  the  moique 
of  Mecca  c  he  then  ranged  mountains  and  defarts 
for  images  and  refcmblances,  and  pi&ured  on  his 
mind  every  tree  of  theforeft  and  flower  of  the  val* 
ley:  an  ample  colleftion  drawn  from  rocks,  palaces^ 
Tivulets,  clouds,  &c.  ftored  his  mind,  and  with  the 
help  of  ethics,  languages,  and  fciences,  the  reiblute 
Imlac,  who,  till  the  age  of  twenty,  had  lived  in  igno- 
j-ancc,  was  by  dint  of  mere  induftry  transformed  into 
a  diftinguifhed  poet. 

In  the  courfe  of  Imlac's  narrative,  Johnfbn  ani- 
madverts on  the  fuppofed  efficacy  of  pilgrimages : 
.    .  hia 
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bis  argument  decides  nothings  but  is  conceived  in 
fuch  language^  that  none,  how  well  acquainted  foevcr 
with  the  bookj  will  blame  die  infertion  of  it  here. 
*  Pilgrimages,  like  many  other  afts  of  piety,  may 

*  be  reafonable  or  fuperftitious,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  upon  which   they  are   performed.     Long 

*  journeys  in  fearch  of  truth  are  not  commanded. 
^  Truth,  (uch  as  is  neceflary  to  the  regulation  of 
'  life,  is  always  found  where  it  is  honeftly  fought. 
'  Change  of  place  is  no  natural  caufe  of  the  increafe 

*  of  piety,  for  it  inevitably  produces  diffipation  of 
^  mind.     Yet,  fince  men  go  every  day  to  view  the 

*  fields  where  great  aftions  have  been  performed,  and 

*  return  with  (Ironger  impreflions  of  the  event,  curio- 

*  fity  of  the  fame  kind  may  naturally  difpofe  us  to  view 

*  that  country  whence  our  religion  had  its  beginning ; 

*  and  I  believe  no  man  furveys  thofc  awful  fcenes 

*  without   fome  confirmation    of  holy   refolutions. 

*  That   the   Supreme  Being   may  be   more  eafily 

*  propitiated  in  one  place    than  in  another,  is  the 

*  dream  of  idle  fuperflition ;    but  that  fome  places 

*  may  operate  upon  our  own  minds  in  an  uncommon 

*  manner,   is  an  opinion  which  hourly  experience 

*  will  juftify.  He  who  fuppofes  that  his  vices  may 
^  be  more  fuccefsfully  combated  in  Paleftine,  wil4 
^  perhaps,  find  himfclf  miftaken,    yet  he  may  go 

*  thither  without  folly :  he  who  thinks  they  will  be 
^  more  freely  pardoned,  dilhonours  at  once  his  reafon 
^  gad  religion.* 

In  a  following  chapter  the  danger  of  infanity  is  the 

fubjeA  of  debate  i  and  it  cannot  but  excite  the  pity 
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of  all  thofe  who  gratefully  accept  and  enjoy  Johnfon^ 
endeavours  to  reform  and  inftruft,  to  refle6b  that  the 
peril- he  defcribes  he  believed  impending  over  him. 
That  he  was  confcious  of  fuperior  talents  will  furely 
not  be  imputed  to  vanity :  how  deeply  then  muft  he 
have  been  depreffed  by  the  conftant  fear  that  in  one 
moment  he  might  and  probably  would  be,  not  only 
deprived  of  his  diftinguiftied  endowments,  but  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  little  preferable,  in  as  much  as  refpefts 
this  world,  to  that  of  brutes  !  He  has  traced  the  mi- 
fery  of  infanity  from  its  caufe  to  its  efFedt,  and  foems 
to  afcribe  it  to  indulgence  of  imagination  :  he  ftyles 
it  one  of  the  dangers  of  folitude,  and  perhaps  to  this 
dread  and  this  opinion  was  his  uncommon  love  of  fo- 
ciety  to  be  attributed. 

His  fuperftitious  ideas  of  the  ftate  of  departed  fouls, 
and  belief  in  fupernatural  agency,  were  produced  by  a 
mental  difeafe,  as  impoffible  to  be  ihaken  off  as  cor- 
poral pain.  What  it  has  pleafed  Omnipotence  to  in- 
flift,  we  need  never  feek  to  excufe ;  but  he  has  pro- 
vided againft  die  cavils  of  thofe  who  cannot  compre- 
hend how  a  wife  can  ever  appear  a  weak  man,  by  re- 
marking, that  there  is  a  natural  affinity  between  me- 
lancholy and  fuperftition. 

•  In  charafterifing  this  performance,  it  cannot  be  faid, 
that  it  vindicates  the  ways  of  God  to  man.  It  is  a 
general  fatire,  reprefenting  mankind  as  eagerly  purfu- 
ihgwhat  experience  Ihould  have  taught  them  they 
can  never  obtain  :  it  expofes  the  weakneffes  even  of 
their  laudable  afFeftions  and  propenfities,  and  it  re- 
folvcs  the  mightieft  as  well  as  the  moA  trivial  of  their 
^aboursj  into  folly. 
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I  wifli  I  were  not  warranted  in  faying,  that  this  elegant 
work  is  rendered,  by  its  moft  obvious  moral,  of  little  be- 
nefit to  the  reader.  We  would  not  indeed  wifh  to  fee  the 
rifing  generation  fo  unprofitably  employed  as  the  prince ; 
of  Abyffinia ;  but  it  is  equally  impolitic  to  reprefs  all 
,  hope,  and  he  who  fliould  quit  his  father's  houfe  in  fearch 
of  a  profeffion,  and  return  unprovided,  becaufe  he 
could  not  find  any  man  pleafed  with  his  own,  would 
need  a  better  juftification  than  that  Johnfon,  after 
fpcculatively  furveying  various  modes  of  life,  had 
judged  happinefs  unattainable,  and  choice  ufelefs. 

But  let  thofe,  who,  reading  Raffelas  in  the  fpring 
of  life,  are  captivated  by  its  author's  eloquence,  and 
convinced  by  his  perfpicacious  wifdom  that  human 
life  and  hopes  are  fuch  as  he  has  depicted  them,  re- 
member that  he  faw  through  the  medium  of  adver- 
fity.  The  concurrent  teftimony  of  ages  has,  it  is  too 
true,  proved,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  worldly 
felicity  j  but  it  has  never  been  proved,  that,  there- 
fore we  are  miferable.  Thofe  who  look  only  here 
for  happinefs,  have  ever  been  and  ever  will  be  difap- 
pointed :  it  is  not  change  of  place,  nor  even  the  un* 
bounded  gratification  of  their  wifties  that  can  relieve 
them ;  but  if  they  bend  their  attention  towards  the 
attainment  of  that  felicity  we  are  gracioufly  promifed, 
they  will  find  no  fuch  vacuum  as  diftrefled  Raffelas  : 
the  difcharge  of  religious  and  focial  duties  will  afford 
their  faculties  the  ocjcupation  he  wanted,  and  the  well- 
founded  expedbation  of  future  reward  will  at  once 
ftimulate  and  fupport  them. 

The  tale  of  Raffelas  was  written  to  anfwer  a  preff- 
iflg  neceffity,  and  was  fo  concluded  as  to  admit  of  a 
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continuation ;  and,  in  faft,  Johnfon  had  meditated  a 
fecond  part,  in  which  he  meant  to  marry  his  hero, 
and  place  him  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  felicity,  but  it 
fared  with  this  refolution  as  it  did  with  that  of  Dr. 
Young,  who,  in  hiseftimateof  humanlifi^,  promifed, 
as  he  had  given  the  dark,  fo  in  a  future  publication 
he  would  difplay  die  bright  fide  of  his  fubjcft  j  he 
never  did  it,  for  he  had  found  out  that  it  had  no 
bright  fide,  and  Johnfon  had  made  much  the  fame 
difcovery,  and  that  in  this  ftate  of  our  exiftence  all 
our  enjoyments  are  fugacious,  and  pernunent  felicity 
unattainable. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  Rafielas,  and  while  he 
continued  to  write  the  Idler,  Johnfon  was  tempted  to 
engage  in  a  controverfy  on  a  fubjeft  with  which,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  he  had  acquired  but  litde 
knowledge,  namely,  the  comparative  ftrength  of 
arches  of  different  forms ;  the  occafion  of  it  was, 
that  after  the  paffing  of  the  a£t  of  parliament  for 
building  Black-Friars  bridge,  a  variety  of  defigns  for 
it  were  tendered  to  the  commiflioners,  who,  aflcr  due 
confideration,  reduced  them  to  three.  In  two  of 
ihefe  defigns,  the  conftruftion  of  the  arclies  was  fe-r 
micircular ;  in  the  third,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Mylnc  t 
Scotfmafo,  it  was  elliptical. 

Whether  Johnfon  thought  that  the  author  of  this 
laft  propofal,  as  being  a  native  of  North  Britain,.mc- 
rited  to  be  treated  as  an  intruder,  or  that  he  was  in- 
duced by  better  motives  to  oppofe  hi$  fcheme,  can- 
not be  determined  :  this,  at  leaft,  is  certain,  that  he 
took  up  the  refolution  before  he  was  qualified  to 
debate  the  queftion,   for  I  have  it  from  undoubted 
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authority,  that  in  order  thereto,  he  procured  from  a 
perfon  eminently  flciUed  in  mathematics  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  architefture,  anfwers  to  a  ftring  of  queftions 
drawn  up  by  himfelf,  touching  the  comparative 
ftrength  of  femicircular.  and  elliptical  arches.  Thefe 
I  myfelf  have  feen,  and  the  anfwers  determine  in  fa- 
vour of  the  femicircular. 

If  the  former  of  the  confiderations  above  fug- 
gefted,  was  at  any  time,  or  in  any  degree,  Johnfon*s 
motive  for  oppofing  Mr.  Mylne,  he  bught  to  have  re- 
flefted,  that  at  a  period  when  we  had  no  better  archi- 
tefts  than  Vanbrugh,  Hawkfmoor  *,  James  and  Kent 
among  usf,  Campbell  and  Gibbs  J,  both  Scotfmen, 
had  adorned  this  country  with  fome  (lately  and  ele- 
gant edifices ;  and  if  the  latter  was  his  inducement, 
he  ihould  have  reflefted,  that  his  arguments  were 

*  Vanbrugh  and  Hawkfmoor  bad  fuch  ideas  of  beauty  and 
harmony  as  have  no  archetypes  in  the  material  world :  the  latter 
in  an  evil  hour  was  employed  by  the  commifiioners  for  building 
fifty  new  churches^  as  alfo  by  a  pariih  in  the  city,  St.  Mary  Wool- 
nodi>  in  the  re-edification  of  an  old  one,  and  has  left^s  mark  be« 
hind  him  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

f  James  and  Kent  were  mere  decorators,  and  could  do  little 
more  than  defign  a  faloon,  a  gallery,  or  a  fcreen.  Kent  pretended 
to  hiilor)'-paint]ng,  but  was,  after  painting  an  altar-piece  or  two, 
become  fo  confcious  of  his  deficiency^  that  he  Utrovc  to  render 
painted  flair-cafes  unfaihionable,  by  dividing  them  into  compart- 
ments of  ftucco,  ornamented  with  groups  of  fruit  and  flowers,  with 
other  plaflic  ornaments.  He  had,  neverthelefs,  a  fine  tafte  in 
gardening,  and  introduced  that  flyle,  which  now  prevails  in  thi^ 
kingdom,  and  ferves  for  a  model  to  all  Europe. 

I  Campbell  and  Gibbs  were  both  men  of  genius ;  the  former  de- 
figned  the  beft  houfe  in  this  kingdom,  that  at  Wanfled  in  BfFex, 
built  by  the  earl  of  Cafllemain ;  the  latter,  St.  Martin's  charcl\» 
and  other  edifices  that  are  an  honour  to  his  memory. 
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not  his  own,  and  fo  far  as  regards  fymmetry  and 
corrcfpondence  of  parts,  how  little  he  was  qualified 
to  judge  of  fymmetry  and  the  correfpondcncc  of 
parts,  whofe  eye  was  never  capable  of  compre- 
hending the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  or  the 
towers  of  Weftminfter  abbey.  However,  armed  as 
he  is  above  faid  to  have  been,  with  reafons  agajnft 
Mr.  Mylne's  defign,  he  began  an  attack  on  it  in  a 
letter  to  the  publiftier  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  infertcd 
in  that  paper  for  the  firft  day  of  December  1759,  ^^^ 
continued  it  in  the  fucceeding  papers  of  the  eighth 
and  fifteenth  of  the  fame  month.  To  cme  or  more 
of  thcfe  letters,  anfwers  were  publifhed,  in  which  it 
was  contended,  that  at  Florence  there  is  a  bridge  that 
crofles  the  river  Arno,  of  an  elliptical  form,  but  the 
argument  drawn  from  thence,  Johnfon  had  refuted  in 
his  firft  letter,  by  obferving,  that  the  ftability  thererf 
is  fo  much  doubted,  that  carts  are  not  permitted  to  paft 
over  it,  and  that  it  has  fVood  two  hundred  years  without 
imitation.  Thefe,  and  i;nany  other  arguments,  as  alfo 
the  opinion  of  that  excellent  mathematician  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Simpfon,  were  not  of  fufficient  weight  with  the 
tommittee  for  building  the  bridge,  to  recommend  the 
femicirailar  arch,  Mr.  Mylne's  defign  was  preferred, 
and  the  arches  are  elliptical. 

.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  Johnfon  was  un- 
(killed  in  the  fcience  of  architefture,  and  I  might 
have  added,  that  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  very  rudi- 
ments of  it.  He  could  not  elfe  have  failed  to  notice, 
in  the  edifice  here  fpoken  of,  one  of  the  moft  egre- 
gious errors  that  ever  difgraced  a  ftrudture  of  its 
kind  i  columns  difproportionate  in  the  ratio  between 
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tiieir  heights  and  their  diameters.  The  proportion 
of  a  column  is  taken  from  that  of  the  human  figure^ 
which,  at  a  medium,  is  in  a  man  fefquioftave  of  the 
head,  and  in  a  woman  fefquinonal.  The  computa- 
tion of  columns  by  modules  or  diameters,  comes  to 
much  the  fame,  and  according  to  Palladio,  gives,  to 
one  of  the  Doric  order,  the  mafculine  proportion  of 
eight  of  thofe  meafures,  and,  to  one  of  the  Ionic,  the 
feminine  of  nine. 

Proportions,  thus  adjufted  by  nature,  admit  of  no 
dcriationj  whenever  that  is  attempted,  deformity 
cnfues,  as  is  to  be  feen  in  the  inftance  before  us, 
where  we  behold  a  range  of  Ionic  columns,  level,  it 
is  true,  at  their  bafes,  but  rifing  from  their  due  pro- 
portion  at  the  extremities,  in  gradation,  like  the  pipes 
in  the  front  of  an  organ,  to  the  central  arch,  where, 
inltead  of  the  proportion  of  a  column,  they  affume 
that  of  a  candle  ♦• 

It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  the  great  elevation 
of  the  centre-arch  required  this  prepofterous  elon- 
gation of  the  columns.  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  proportion  is  not  to  be  wrefted  to  bye-purpofes, 
and  that  where  beautiful  forms  cannot  be  introduced, 
they  muft  be  given  up,  and  ornament  yield  place  to 
convenience.  It  is  faid,  that  the  idea  of  columns 
(landing  on  the  piers  of  a  bridge  was  fuggefted  by  a 
dcfign  of  Piranefi,  extant   among  his  works,   but 

*  Columns  thus  difproportionate,  but  in  a  lefs  degree,  are  alfo  to 
be  feen  in  the  portico  of  the  admiralty-office,  defigned  by  Ripley, 
who,  from  a  carpenter  that  kept  a  (hop,  and  alfo  a  cofFee-houfe,  in 
Wood  ftreet,  Cheapiide,  by  marrying  a  fcrvant  of  a  xniniilcr  ob- 
tatncd  a  feat  at  the  Board  of  Works. 
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without  an  affertion  that  he  aflumed  the  licence  here 
reprobated.  Should  he  in  any  inftance  be  found  td 
have  done  (b,  the  example  of  a  genius,  fo  wildly 
magnificent  as  his,  will  weigh  but  little  againft  the 
praftice  of  Palladio,  Scamozzi,  Vignola,  and,  let  mc 
add,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  architeft  of  Weftmin- 
fter  bridge,  who,  in  all  fuch.  emergencies  as  that 
infilled  on,  evaded  the  neceflity  of  violating  the 
ruks  of  their  art,  by  rejefting  incongruous  decora- 
tions, and  trtifted  to  the  applaufc  they  ihould  ac- 
quire by  uniting  levity  ^d  convenience  with  fta- 
Hlity. 

There  are,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  perfbns  who 
are  as  blind  to  fymmctry  and  the  beauty  of  forms,  as 
others  are  deaf  to  the  harmony  of  according  founds, 
who  deny  that  there  are  ahy  criteria  by  which  we  can 
difcriminate  beauty  from  deformity  in  one  fubjefl; 
and  confonance  from  diifonance  in  the  other,  and  who 
affert  that  tafte  is  capricious  and  has  no  ftandard,  and 
that  fancy  is  hs  own  arbiter.  Let  fuch  enjoy  their 
ignorance,  while  we  are  engaged  in  an  inveftiga« 
tion  of  the  principles  into  which  the  pleafurcs  of 
the  eye  and  ear  are  refolvable.  The  rcfult  of  fuch 
an  enquiry  will  be  a  thorough  conviftion,  that  all  of 
what  we  underftand  by  the  terms  fymmetry  and  har- 
mony has  Its  foundation  in  mathemfatical  ratios  and 
proportions,  that  exift  in  all  the  modifications  of  mat- 
ter, and  are  but  emanations  of  that  power^  which  has 
ordered  all  things  in  number,  weight  aod  meafure^. 

*  Of  thefe  the  prbcipal  are  the  equal  i  to  i,  the  feiqmaltetal 
2  to  3»  the  fefquitertian  3 104,  and  the  duple  t  to  z,  anfwering  to 
the  anifoHf  the  diapente,  the  diateflaroD>  and  the.  diapafon*  the 
fwceteft  concords  in  inuftc« 
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I  forbear  to  remark  the  leffer  errors  in  the  con** 
ftrudtion  of  this  edifice,  fuch  as  the  unwarr^table 
mutilation  of  the  key-ftones  over  the  arches,  and 
the  injudiciofas  pofition  rf  the  entablature  of  the 
baluftrade :  thofe  I  have  pointed  out  may  fenre  to 
ihew^  that  the  great  encouragements  given  of  late  to 
the  arts  of  defign,  have  hitherto  failed  to  call  forth 
a  genius  in  any  degree  comparable  to  thofe  of  former 
ages,  Jones  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  j  and  that  the 
citizens  of  London,  in  the  meridian  of  its  glory 
having,  with  a  view  to  eternize  the  memory  of  ^ 
favourite  miniftcr,  erefted  an  edifice,  in  which  beauty 
and  fymmetry  are  in  vain  fought  for,  and  called  it  by 
his  name  *,  have  thereby  perpetuated  their  own  dis- 
grace, and  fubjefted  a  whole  nation  to  the  reproach  of 
foreigners. 

Neither  the  writing  of  his  Raflelas,  nor  the  event 
of  his  mother's  death,  nor  the  bridge-controverfy, 
(topped  the  hand  of  Johnfon,  nor  interrupted  the 
publication  of  the  Idler ;  but  the  fale  of  the  Univerfal 
Chronicle,  the  vehicle  that  contained  it,  was  in  fomc 
degree  obftrufted  by  the  praftices  of  thofe  literary 
depredators,  who  fubfift  by  the  labours  of  others,  and 
whofe  condudty  with  refpeft  to  the  Idler,  the  following 
paper,  evidently  drawn  up  by  Johnfon,  will  explain. 
*  London,  January  5,  1759.    Advertifement.  The 

*  proprietors  of  the  paper,  entitled  *  The  Idler,'  hav- 
'  ing  found  that  thofe  efiays  are  inferted  in  the  news- 

*  papers  and  magazines  witKib  little  regard  tojuftice 
'  «•  decency,  that  the  Univerfal  Chronicle,  in  which 
5  they  firft  appear^  is  not  always  mentioned,  think  it 

*  It  is  called  Pitt'»  bridge,  and  the  buildings  adjacent  to  it 
Chatham  pla<;e. 
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neceflary  to  declare  to  the  publifliers  of  thofc  cdt- 
le6tions,  that  however  patiently  they  have  hithertd 
endured  thefe  injuries,  made  yet  more  injurious  by 
contempt,  they  have  now  determined  to  endure 
them  no  longer.  They  have  already  feen  eflays, 
for  which  a  very  large  price  is  paid,  transferred, 
with  the  moft  fhamelefs  rapacity,  into  the  weekly 
or  monthly  compilations,  and  their  right,  at  leaft 
for  the  prefent,  alienated  from  theni,  before  they 
could  themfelves  be  faid  to  enjoy  it.  But  they 
would  not  willingly  be  thought  to  want  tendcrnefs, 
even  for  men  by  whom  no  tendernefe  hath  been 
Ihewn.  The  paft  is  without  remedy,  and  fhall  be 
without  refentment.  But  thofe  who  have  been 
thus  bufy  with  their  fickles  in  the  fields  of  their 
neighbours,  are  henceforward  to  take  notice,  that 
the  time  of  impunity  is  at  an  end.  Whoever  Ihall, 
without  our  leave,  lay  the  hand  of  rapine  upon  our 
papers,  is  to  expeft  that  we  Ihall  vindicate  our  due, 
by  the  means  which  juftice  prefcribes,  and  which  are 
warranted  by  the  immemorial  prefcriptions  of  ho- 
nourable trade.  We  fhall  lay  hold,  in  our  turn,  on 
their  copies,  degrade  them  from  the  pomp  of  wide 
margin  and  difFufe  typography,  contraft  them  into 
a  narrow  fpace,  and  fell  them  at  an  humble  price ; 
yet  not  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by  confifcations, 
for  we  think  not  much  better  of  money  got  by  pu- 
nifhment  than  by  crimes  ;  we  fhall,  therefore,  when 
our  lofTcs  are  repaid,  give  what  profit  fhall  remain 
to  the  Magdalens ;  for  we  know  not  who  can  be 
more  properly  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  penitent, 
proftitutes,  than  proftitutes  in  whom  there  yet  ap- 
pears neither  penitence  nor  fhame,' 
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He  continued  this  paper  to  the  extent  of  one  hun- 
dred and  three  numbers,  and  on  Saturday  the  fifth 
day  of  April  1760,  clofed  it  with  an  eflay,  containing 
a  folemn  and  very  affecting  contemplation  on  the 
words  this  is  the  laft^  in  various  fignifications.  The 
concluding  paragraph  feems  to  have  been  written 
under  the  prefTure  of  that  melancholy,  which,  almoft 
inceffantly  afflifted  him,  heightened,  perhaps,  by  the 
approach  of  a  feafon  of  the  year,  to  Chriftians  the  moft 
folemn.  The  refleftions,  contained  in  it,  are  very  fe- 
rious,  and  fo  elegantly  expreffed,  that  in  the  hope  that 
the  perufal  of  it  will  not  prove  contagious  to  the  rea- 
der, I  here  give  it  at  length. 

*  As  the  laft  Idler  is  publiflied  in  that  folemn  week 

*  which  the  Chriftian  world  has  always  fet  apart  for 

*  the  examination  of  the  confcience,  the  review  of 
^  life,  the  extinftion  of  earthly  defires,  and  the  reno- 
^  vationof  holy  purpofes,  I  hope  that  my  readers  arc 

*  already  difpofed  to  view  every  incident  with  feriouf- 
'  nefs,  and  improve  it  by  meditation  j  and  that  when 
«  they  fee  this  feries  of  trifles  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
'  they  will  confider  that,  by  outliving  the  Idler, 
^  they  have  pafled  weeks,  months,  and  years,  which 

*  are  now  no  longer  in  their  power ;  that  an  end  muft 
«  in  time  be  put  to  every  thing  great  as  to  every  thing 
«  little  J  that  tp  life  muft  come  its  laft  hour,  and  X0 
^  this  fyftem  of  being,  its  laft  day  j  the  hour  at  which 

*  probation  ceafes,  and  repentance  will  be  vain,  the 
^  day  in  which  every  work  of  the  hand,  and  imagina- 

*  tion  of  the  heart,  Ihall  be  brought  to  judgment, 

*  and  an  everlafting   futurity  ftiall   be  determined 

*  by  the  paft/ 

The 
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The  Idler,  taken  as  the  title  of  a  feries  of  mofal 
and  oeconomical  effays>  is  a  defignation  that  imports 
little ;  or,  rather,  its  moft  obvious  meaning  is  a  bad  one. 
Johnfon  was  at  a  lofs  for  a  fitter,  but  he  could  hit  on 
no  one  that  had  not  been  pre-occupiecl.  He  chofc 
an  irony,  and  meant  that  his  readers  Ihould  under- 
ftand  by  it  juft  the  reverie  of  what  it  fignified  j  and,  in 
this  his  intention,  he  was  in  little  danger  of  being 
miftaken,  or  being  charged  with  idlenefs  by  any  of 
thofe  whom  he  was  labouring,  by  all  the  powers  of 
reafon  and  eloquence,  to  make  wifer  and  better. 

The  plan  and  conduft  of  the  Idler  refembles  Co 
nt^rly  that  of  the  Rambler  and  the  Adventurer,  that 
what  has  been  faid  of  each  of  thofe  publications, 
might  ferve  for  a  character  of  this,  favjng,  that 
in  this  latter,  admiffion  is  given  to  a  greater  num* 
ber  of  papers,  calculated  to  entertain  the  mind 
with  pleafing  fiftions,  humorous  characters,  and  va- 
ried reprefentations  of  familiar  life,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  either  of  the  two  former,  the  general  effect 
whereof  is,  delight,  too  foon  interrupted  by  their 
ftiortnefs.  The  fecond  number  of  the  Idler  con- 
tains an  invitation  to  correlpondents,  and  it  had  the 
afliftance  of  other  hands  j  but  I  know  but  of  three 
papers  that  can  with  certainty  be  faid  to  have  been 
Written  by  any  other  than  Johnfon  himfelf ;  one  of 
the  three  is  No.  67,  by  Mr.  Langton ;  the  other  two. 
No.  76.  and  79,  are  on  the  fubjeft  of  painting,  and,  in 
an  evening-hour  when  his  pencil  was  at  reft,  were 
compofed  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds.*  And  here  let  me 
take  notice,  that  in  the  publication  of  the  Idler,  at 
lead  when  it  was  colle£tcd  into  volumes,  Johnfon  «and 

Ncwbcry 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dji.   SAMUEL   JOHNSON.    381 

Newbcry  were  joint-adventurers,  and  that  they  di* 
yidcd  equally  the  profits  arifing  from  the  falc 
thereof- 

Of  thefe  eflays,  as  alfo  the  Rambler,  and  thofe  in 
the  Adventurer  which  Johnfon  wrote,  little  remains 
to  be  remarked,  except  that,  notwithftanding  the  depth 
of  thbking  which  they  difplay,  and  the  nervous  and 
elegant  flyle  in  which  they  arc  penned,  they  were 
extemporaneous  compofitions,  and  hardly  ever  under- 
went a  revifion  *  before  they  were  fent  to  die  preiL 
The  original  manufcripts  of  the  Rambler  have  pafled 
through  my  hands,  and  by  the  perufal  of  them  I  am 
warranted  to  fay,  as  was  faid  of  Shakelpeare  by  the 
players  of  his  time,  that  he  never  blotted  out  a  line  j 
and  I  believe  without  the  rifque  of  that  retort  which 
Ben  Jonfon  made  to  them,  *  Would  he  had  blotted 
^  out  a  thoufand.' 

Another  circumftance,  worthy  of  notice,  is,  that  in 
the  portraits  of  Angular  chara&ers,  that  occur  in  the 
papers  written  by  Johnfon,  the  painting  is  fo  ftrong 
and  lively,  that  fome  perfons,  then  living,  looking 
on    them  as   refemblances  of  themfelves,   aftually 

*  Of  his  facility  in  compofitionj  and  the  rapidity  with  which  he 
wrote  for  the  prefs,  here  follow  a  few  infUnces  :  Savage's  life,  con*^ 
taining  a  hnndred  and  eighty  odbivo  pages,  was  the  work  of  thirty- 
fix  hours.  He  was  wont  to  ftimifli  for  the  Gentleman^  Magazine 
three  columns  of  the  debates  in  an  hour^  written,  as  myfelf  can  at- 
Ceft,  in  a  character  that  almoft  any  one  might  read.  His  preface  to 
^  The  Preceptor/  and  his  '  Vifion  of  Theodore/  were  each  the  work 
of  one  fitting,  as  was  alfo  the  iirfl  feventy  lines  of  his  tranflatiom 
of  the  tenth  (atire  of  Juvenal,  entitled,  '  The  vanity  of  human 
'  Wiihes ;'  and  what  is  almoft  incredible,  he  never  red  his 
]tallela»  but  in  the  proofi  which  ^ame  to  him  from  the  preli 
fi^r  correction, 
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charged  him  with  an  intention  to  render  them  ridicu- 
lous, and  were  hardly  appeafed  by  his  affurances  that 
he  copied  no  particular  fubjeft,  but  drew  from  arche- 
types which  his  obfervation  had  furnifhed,  and  his 
imagination  had  improved, 

Johnfon  was  now  become  fb  well  known,  and  had 
by  the  Rambler,  and  other  of  hi*  writings,  given  fuch 
evidences,  not  only  of  great  abilities,  and  of  his  (kill 
in  human  life  and  manners,  but  of  a  fociable  and  be- 
nevolent diipofition,  that  many  became  defirous  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  to  this  they  were  farther  tempted 
by  the  charafter  he  had  acquired  of  delighting  in 
converfation,  and  being  free  and  communicative  in 
his  difcourfe.  He  had  removed,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1760,  to  chambers  two  doors  down  the 
Inner-Temple  lane;  and  I  have  been  told  by  his 
neighbour  at  the  corner,  that  during  the  time  he 
dwelt  there,  more,  enquiries  were  made  at  his  fbop  fox- 
Mr.  Johnfon,  than  for  all  the  inhabitants  put  toge-^ 
ther  of  both  the  Inner  and  Middle  Temple.  This 
circumftance  in  his  life  lead^  me  to  mention,  that 
Richardfon  poffeffed,  but  in  a  lefs  degree,  the  like 
powers  of  attraftion,  but  they  operated  cTiiefly  on 
young  females,  who,  being  defirous  of  inftruftion  in 
the  duties  jDf  life,  were  permitted  by  their  parents  and 
friends  to  vifit  and  receive  from  him  fuch  lefTons  of 
prudence  as  he  was  ever  ready  and  well  qualified  to 
give  them  j  and  it  is  well  known,  that  many  ingenious 
young  women,  who  refortcd  to  his  houfe  as  to  an  aca- 
demy for  tuition,  became  fo  improved  by  his  conver- 
fation and  his  extemporary  commentaries  on  his  own 
writings,  as  afterwards  to  make  a  confidcrable  figure 

in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL    JOHN  3  ON.    383 

in  the  literary  world  *.  And  here  let  me  obfervc, 
that  the  benefits  of  oral  inftruftion,  jomed  widi  the 
perufal  of  fuch  authors  as  we  now  put  into  female 
hands,  may  be  eftimated  by  the  degree  of  mental  im-? 
provcment  at  which  the  fex  is  at  this  day  arrived, 
which,  as  Johnfon  once  remarked  to  me  on  receiving 
a  lady's  letter,  is  fo  great,  that  in  that  kind  of  compo- 
fition,  we  who  were  their  teachers,  may  learn  of 
them. 

From  this  propenfity  to  difcurfive  communica-» 
tion,  in  which  Johnfon  and  Richardfon  refemblcd 
each  other,  nothing  more  is  to  be  underftood,  than 
that  both  took  pleafure  in  that  interchange  of  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions,  which  renders  converfation  in* 
ftruftive  and  delightful,  for,  in  other  refpefts,  they 
were  men  of  very  diflferent  endowments  and  tempers, 
Richardfon  being  bred  to  a  mechanic  occupation,  had 
no  learping,  nor  more  reading  than  was  fufficient  to 
enable  him  to  form  a  ftyle  eafy  and  intelligible,  and  a 
litde  raifed  above  that  of  vulgar  narrative.  His  fen- 
timcnts  were  his  own,  and  of  this  he  was  fo  fenfible, 
and  alfo  of  the  originality  and  importance  of  many  of 
them,  that  he  would  ever  be  talking  of  his  writings, 
and  the  words  fentiment  and  fentimentality  became,  not 
only  a  part  of  the  cant  of  his  fchool,  but  were  adopted 
by  fuccceding  writers,  and  have  been  ufed  to  recom- 
mend to  fome  readers  fentimcntal  journies,  fentimen- 
;al  letters,  fentimental  fermons,  and  a  world  of  trafhj^ 

•  Sec  a  poem  in  Fawkes  and  Woty*s  *  Poetical  calendar,'  intltled 
'  ThcFcmincad,'  written  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncombe,  late  of 
Cantcrbttry,  deceafed. 

whicha^ 
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which,  but  for  this  filly  epithet,  would  never  have  at^ 
tradled  notice, 

Richardfon'sconverfation  was  of  the  preceptive  kind, 
but  it  wanted  the  diverfity  of  Johnfon's,  and  had  no 
intermixture  of  wit  or  humour.  Richardfon  could 
never  relate  a  pleafant  ftory,  and  hardly  relilh  one 
told  by  another:  he  was  ever  thinking  of  his  own 
writings,  and  liftening  to  the  praifes  which,  with  aa 
emulous  profufion,  his  friends  were  inceffantly  beftow* 
ing  on  themi  he  would  fcarce  enter  into  free  con* 
verfation  with  any  one  that  he  thought  had  not  red 
*  Clarifla,'  or  '  Sir  Charles  Grandifon,'  and  at  beft,  he 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  companionable  man*. 

Thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  Richardfon,  and 
liad  red  his  books,  were  led  to  Ijdieve,  that  they  ex^ 
hibited  a  pifture  of  his  own  mind,  Snd  that  his  temper 
and  domeftic  behaviour  could  not  but  correlpond  with 
that  refined  morality  which  they  inculcate,  but  in  this 
they  were  deceived.  He  waa  auftere  in  the  govern  • 
mcnt  of  his  family,  and  iffued  his  orders  to  fome  of 
his  fervants  in  writing  only.  His  neareft  female  rela- 
tions, in  the  prefence  of  ftrangers,  were  mutes,  and 

*  I  once  travelled  witkliim  in  the  Fullum  fbge-coach,  in  which, 
at  my  getting  in,  I  found  him  feated.  I  learned^  by  fomewhat  ha 
£ud  to  the  coachman,  who  he  was,  and  made  fome  efiays  towaida 
conver{ation»  bat  he  (bemed  difinclined  to  any.  There  was  one 
other  paflfenger,  who  being  a  female,  I  was,  in  "Common  civility, 
bound  to  take  notice  of;  but  my  male  companion  I  left  to  indulge 
Wmfelf  in  a  reverie,  which  neither  he  nor  I  interrupted  by  the 
utterance  of  a  iingle  word,  and  laded  till  he  was  fet  down  at  his 
houfe  on  Parfon's  green.  He  had  the  courtefy  to  afk  ns  in,  but  as 
our  acquaintance  had  but  lately  commenced,  and  had  received  but 
little  improvement  in  our  journey,  the  civility  was  declined. 

feemed 
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fecmcd  to  me,  in  a  vifit  I  once  made  him,  to  have 
been  difciplined  in  the  fchool  of  Ben  Jonfon's  Mo- 
rofe,  whofe  injunction  to  his  fervant  was,  *  Anfwer 
•  me  not  but  with  your  leg/  In  Ihort,  they  appeared 
to  have  been  taught  to  converfe  with  him  by  figns  ; 
and  it  was  too  plain  to  me,  that  on  his  part,  the  moft 
frequent  of  them  were  frowns  and  gefticulations,  im- 
porting that  they  fhould  leave  his  prefencje,  I  have 
heard  it  faid,  that  he  was  what  is  called  a  nervous 
manj  and  how  far  nervofity,  with  fo  good  an  under- 
Handing  as  he  is  allowed  to  have  poffeffed,  will  excufe 
a  conduft  fo  oppofite  to  that  philanthropy  which  he 
laboured  to  inculcate,  I  cannot  fay :  his  benevolence 
might  have  taken  another  direftion,  and  in  other  in* 
ftances  be  very  ftrong ;  for  I  was  once  a  witnefs  to 
his  putting  into  the  hand  of  Mr.  Whifton  the  book- 
feller,  ten  guineas  for  the  relief  of  one  whom  a  fudden 
accident  had  made  a  widow. 

Johnfon's  mind  was  never  occupied  on  trifles  :  his 
fpeculationswere  grand  and  noble,  his  reading  various 
and  extenfive,  and,  on  fome  fubjefts,  profound.  As  he  ' 
profeffed  always  to  fpcak  in  the  beft  ^nd  moft  corredl 
phrafe,  rejeiJting  all  fuch  common  and  vulgar  confi- 
binations  of  fpeech  as  are  in  ufe  only  till  others  equally 
afFefted  and  infignificant  ^re  invented,  his  conver- 
fation-ftyle  bore  a  great  refemblance  to  that  of  his 
writings,  fo  that,  in  his  common  difcourfe,  he  might 
fcem  to  incur  the  cenfure  which  bilhop  Burnet  cafts 
on  the  lord  chancellor  NottinghaiTi,  of  being  too  elo- 
quent ',  but  fo  far  were  his  hearers  from  thinking  fo, 
diat  many  wiflied  for  the  power  of  retailing  as  well 
the  colloquial  form  as  the  fubftance  of  his  converfa- 
'  Vol,  I.  C  c  tionsj 
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W>M }  and  fpmc  thcriEL  y??rc,  who  to  that  end,  m  incii* 
ation  of  the  Colloquja  Mcnfa|ia,of  Luther,  and  thf 
Table-talk  of  Scldei\,  not  to  fay  of  the  bqofcs  in  ana*, 
as  diey  are  called,  made  commoi^-places  ofhis.  flings, 
his  precepts,  and  his  appphthe^^  s  bpt  the  want  of 
jiidgnient  in  the  fcleal^n  of  then),  has.  rendcrcd.nioft. 
of  the  cpUedtions  of  this  kind,  thati  h^vc  ever  Jeco,  of 
little  worth, 

Genicular  mimiciy  ajad.  huflEbpncxy.  he  hated,  and 
would  often  huff Garrick  for  exercifing itin.  his  pre^ 
(ence ;  but  of  the  talent  of  humour  he  had  an  alsnoft^ 
enviable  portion.  To  defcribc  the  nature^  of  this  facul- 
ty, as  he  was  wont  to  difplay  it  io  his  hours  of  mirth 
and  relaxation,  I  mud  fay^  that  it  was  ever  c^  that, 
arch  and  dry  kind,  which  lies  concealed  under  the 
appearance  of  gra^ty,  and  which  acquie(ces  in  an 
error  for  the  purpofe  of  refuting. it.  Thus,  in  the 
llamt>ler,  No.  i,  he  tells  his  readers,  very  gravely, 
that  it  is  one  among  many  reafons.for  which  he  pur* 
pofes  to  entertain  his  countrymen^  that  he  hp^ 
not  much  to  tire  thofe  whom  he  fhfdt  not  happea 
to  pleafe,  ^nd  if  he  is  not  commended  for  die  beauty 
of  his  works,  to  be  at  leaft  pardoned  for  their  brevity, 
«  But  whether,'  adds  he,  '  my  expedlations  arc  moft 
^  fixed  on  pardon  or  praife,  I  think  it  not  neceQary  to 
*  difcover.'— -And  in  the  Idler,  No.  3,  he  fiiggefts. 
confolation  agsunit  the  dread  of  an  imaginary  evil 
founded  on  falfe  philofopby,  by   admitting,   that 

*  Tliefe  are  the  Menagkna*  Parrhafiana^  Haedana^  ScaBge- 
liana,  Kau<beaiia»  Patiniana,  P^giaoa,  Tkuana^  Penoiuaaa^ 
Pidiaeanai  C^Iomcfiana,  Sorboiaaa^  Yakfiaaa,  aad  othera  Ma^ 
known. 
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Aough'  certain,  it  is  remote^.  The  paffage  would 
be  injured  by  contradion,  and  1  therefore  give  it  at 
IcngtH.  .    ,       . 

*  Many  philbfophers  imaglae,  that  the  elements 

*  dicmfelves  may  in  time  be  exhaufted ;  that  the  fun^ 

*  by  fhining  long,  will  effufe  all  its  light  j   and  that 

*  by  the  continual  wafte  of  aqueous  particles,  the 

*  whole  earth  will  at  laft  become  a  fandy  detart,    , 

'  I  would  not  advife  my  readers  to  difturb  them-. 

*  felvcs  by  contriving  how  they  fhall  live  without 

*  light  and  water  1  for  the  days  of  univerfal  thirft  and 

*  perpetual  darknefs  are  at  a  great  diftance.     The 

*  ocean  and  the  fun  will  laft  our  time,  and  we  may 
'  leave  poftcrity  to  Ihifr  for  themfelves. 

*  But  if  the  ftores  of  nature  are  limited,  much  more 

*  narrow  bounds  muft  be  fet  to  the  modes  of  life  i 
^  and  mankind  may  want  a  moral  or  amufing  paper 
'  many  years  before  they  fhall  be  deprived  of  drink 

*  or  daylight.  This  want,  which  to  the  bufy  and 
'  inventive  may  feem  cafily  remediable  by  fome  fub-. 

*  ftitute  or  other,  the  w'hole  race  of  idlers  will  feel  with, 
'  all  the  fenfibility  that  all  fuch  torpid  animals  can 

*  fuflFcr.^ 

A  friend  of  his  ufed  often  to  vifit  him,  who,  though 
a  man  of  learning  and  great  good  fenfe,  had  a  ftyle 
of  converfing  fo  peculiarly  eloquent  and  vcrbofe,  as 
to  be  ibmetimes  unintelligible :  Johnfon  had  a  mind 
one  day  to  give  me  a  fpecimen  of  it,' and  alTuming 
his  manner,  he,  in  a  connefted  Ipeech  on  a  familiar 
fubjedt,  uttered  a  fucceffion  of  fentences,  in  lan^agp 
refembling  the  ftyle  of  metaphyfics,  ^)ut,  though. 
fluent,  fo  obfcured  by  parenthefcs  and  other  involu- 
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tions^  that  I  was  unable  to  colle<St  from  it  a  fingle 
idea.  After  he  had  for  five  minutes  continued  this 
gibberifh,  he  faid,  *  This  is  the  manner  in  which 
€  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  entertains  me  whenever  he  comes  here/ 

In  the  fame  vein  of  humour  he  once  ridiculed  Her- 
vey*s  Meditations  on  a  Flower-garden  and  other  fub- 
jedls,  in  the  following  extemporaneous  rcfleftions  on  a 
pudding : 

*  Let  us    ferioully  refleft    on  what    a    puddmg 

*  Is  compofed  of.     It  is  compofed  of    flour  that 

*  once  waved  in  the  golden  grain,  and  drank  the 

*  dews  of  the  morning — of  milk  prefled  from  the 

*  fwelling  udder  by  the  gentle  hand  of  the  beau- 

*  teous    milk-maid,    whole    beauty  and    innocence 

*  might  have  recommended  a  worfe  draught  j  who, 

*  whilfl:  Ihe  ftroked  the  udder,  indulged  no  ambitious 

*  thoughts  of  dwelling  in   palaces,  and  formed  no 

*  fchemes    for  the    deftruftion  of  her  fcUow-crca- 

*  tures — milk  which  is  drawn  from  the  cow,  that 

*  ufeful  animal,  that  eats  the  grafs  of  the  field,  and 

*  fupplies  us  with  that  which  made  the  greateft  part 

*  of  the  food  of  that  age,  which  the  poets  have  agreed 

*  to  call  golden. 

^  It  is  made  with  an  egg,  that  miracle  of  nature, 

*  which  the  theoretical  Burnet  has  compared  to  crea- 

*  tion— an  egg  that  contains  water  within  its  beau- 
'  tiful  fmooth  furface,  and  an  unformed  mafs  which, 
^  by  the  incubation  of  the  parent,  becomes  a  regular 

*  animal,  furnifhed  with  bones  and  finews,  and  co- 
^  vered  with  feathers, 

*  Let  us  confider — can  there  be  any  thing  wanting 
**  to  complete  this  meditation  on  a  pudding — if  more 
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^  is  wanting^  mare  may  be  found.    It  contains  falt» 

*  which  prcfcrvcs  the  fca  from  putrefaftion;    fait, 
'  which  is  made  the  image  of  intelle6tual  excellence, 

*  contributes  to  the  foraiation  of  a  pudding.' 

He  excelled  alfo  in  the  talent  of  burlefque  verfifi- 
cation,  and,  upon  occafion  of  a  difcourfe  at  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds's  on  Pr,  Percy's  *  Reliques  of  ancient  Eng- 
lifli  poetry,'  in  which  the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  many 
of  the  ballads  therein  contained  was  remarked  with 
ibme  exaggeration,  Johnfon  contended,  that  what  w^s 
called  fimplicity  was,  in  truth,  inanity ;  and,  to  illuf-^ 
trate  his  argument,  and  ridicule  that  kind  of  poetry^ 
uttered  the  following  impromptu : 

^  As  with  my  hat  upon  my  head, 

*  I  walk'd  along  the  Strand, 

^  I  there  did  meet  another  man^ 
^  Wi^  his  hat  in  his  h^nd/ 

And  it  beipg  at  a  tea-cqnveriatioi^  he,  addreiling 
himfelf  to  Mifs  Reynolds,  went  on  rhyming  thus, 

^  I  pray  thee,  g^^tle  Rennydear, 

*  That  rfipu  wilt  give  to  me, 

^  With  cre^m.  and  fugar  tempered  wcU^ 

*  Another  difh  of  tea^ 

^  Nor  fear  that  I,  my  gentle  maidj^ 

*  Shall  long  detain  the  cup, 

^  When  once  unjo  the  bottom  I 
^  Have  drank  the  liquor  up^ 
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*  Yet  hear,  at  laft,  thig  mournful  truth, 
* '  Nor  hear  it  with  a  frown,'  '  *' 

*  Thou  can^'ft  not  make  the  tea  Co  h% 
*  As  I  can  gulp  It  down.*    '    *        ^ 

With  thcfe  powers  of  inftrufting  and  delighting 
thofe  with  whom  he  iconverfed,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
die  acquaintance  of  Johnfon  was  fought  by  many  j 
and  Twill  not  fay,  either  that  he  fet  fo  great  a  value 
on  hi^  time,  as  not  to  be  acceflfible  to  all  who  wilhed 
for  the  plcafure  of  it,  or  that  his  vanity  was  not  gratified 
by  the  vifitsof  bifhops,  of  courtiers,  fe(iators,  fcholars, 
travellers,  and  women. 

In  his  converfation  with  the  laft  in  this  enumera- 
tion, he  had  fuch  a  felicity  as  would  put  vulgar  gal- 
lantry out  of  countenance.  Of  the  female  mind,  he 
conceived  a  higher  opinion  than  '^many  men,  and 
though  he  was  never  fufiieaed  of  a  blame^ble  inti- 
macy with  any  individual  of  them,  had  a  great  efteem  ' 
for  the  fex.  'The  defeft  m  his  powers  of  fight  ren- 
dered  him  totally  infenfible  to  the  charms  of  "beauQr; 
but  he  knew  that  beauty  was  the  attribute  of  the  fcx^ 
and  treated  all  wdmeii  with  iuch  an  equable  compla«* 
cency,  as  flattered  every  one  into  a  belief,  that  flie  had 
her  Iharft'of^that  or  foirie  more  valuable  endowment. 
In  his  difcourfes  with  tliem,  his  compliments  had  ever 
a  neat  and  elegant  turn :  they  were  never  dired,  but 
always  implied  the  merit  they  were  intended  to  at- 
teft.  ''      "     "    •     ^ 

In  this  enjoyment  of  himfelfj  and  hi^s  friends,  his 
engagements  to  the  public  were  forgotten :  his  cri- 
tical talents  lay  dormant,  ^d  not  any,  nor  all  of  thofe 
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who  wifhed  tb  fee  his  Shakcfpearc,  could  roufe  his  at* 
tention  to  the  profecution  of  that  work ;  yet  was  he 
ready,  at  the  call  of  almoft  any  oite^  to  affift,  cither  by 
corredtion,  or  by  a  preface,  or  dedication,  in  the  pub- 
lication of  works  not  his  own.  Dn  Madden,  fo  well* 
known  by  his  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of 
Proteftant  working-fchools  in  Ireland,  and  other  in- 
ftances  of  beneficence  in  favour  of  that  country,  in 
the  year  1745  publifhed  a  panegyrical  poem  on 
tfchbiihop  Boulter }  fome  years  after,  being  mind- 
ed, to  xe-publifh  it,  he  fubmitted  it  to  Johnfbn's 
corre£tion,  and  I  found  among  his  books  a  copy  of 
the  poem,  with  a  note,  in  a  fpare  leaf  thereof,  puir^ 
porting,  that  the  author  had  made  him  a  vifit,  and> 
ibr  a  very  few  remarks  and  alterations  of  it,  had 
prefented  him  with  ten  guineas.  Such  calual  emo- 
iuments  as  thefe  Johnfon  frequently  derived  from 
his  profeffion  of  an  author.  For  the  dedication  to 
his  prefent  jnajefty,  of  Adams's  book  on  the  ufe  of 
the  globes,  he  was,  as  himfelf  informed  me,  gratified 
with  a  prefent  of  a  very  curious  meteorological  in- 
ftrument,  of  a  new  and  ingenious  conftruftion. 

About  this  time,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  he,  for  fundry 
beneficed  clergymen  that  requefted  him,  compofed 
pulpit  difcourfes  *,  and  for  ihefe,  he  made  no  fcruple 
of  confefling,  he  was  paid :  his  price,  I  am  informed, 
was  a  moderate  one,  a  guinea  -,  and  fuch  was  his  no- 
tion 

*  The  practice  of  preaching  fermons  compo&d  by  others  is 
'  now  become  fo  common,  that  many  of  the  clergy  fcruple  not  to 
avow  ity  and  think  diemfelves  jafHiied  by  the  authority  of  Mr* 
Addifon,  who  in  one  of  his  Spedators  has  very  incantionfly  given 
countenance  thereto,  and  put  into  the  months  not  only  of  fuch 
drrgymcn  as  arc  minui  idptaiy  b^t  of  fuch  as,  contrary  to  their 
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tion  of  juftice,  that  having  been  paid,  he  confidered 
them  fo  abfolutely  the  property  of  the  purchafer,  as 
to  renounce  all  claim  to  them.  He  reckoned  that 
he  had  written  about  forty  fermons ;  but,  except  as 
to  fome,  knew  not  in  what  hands  they  were — '  I 
*  have,'  faid  he,  '  been  paid  for  them,  and  have  no 
^  right  to  enquire  about  them*.' 

I  have  now  brought  him  to  the  year  1760,  the 
fifty-firft  of  his  age.  He  had  nothing  to  depend  on 
for  fubfiftence  but  the  labour  of  his  brain  -,  and  that 
apprehenfion,  touching  the  duration  of  his  rational 
powers,  which  throughout  his  life  haunted  him,  in- 
creafed  the  terrors  of  approaching  age;  The  ac- 
ceffion  of  our  prefent  gracious  fovercign  to  the 
throne,  and  the  bounty  exercifed  by  him  to- 
wards Johnfon,  diipelled  this  gloomy  prolpedt, 
and   placed   him   in  &ch  a  ftate   of  affluence  afr 

engagement  at  their  ordination>  inflead  of  being  diligent  rn,  are 
negligent  o^,fucbftudits  as  help  to  the  kucnvledge  of  the /criptures,  z 
perpetual  apology  for  ignorance  and  idlenefs ;  for«  as  long  as 
they  chafe  to  fay  there  are  better  difcoories  extant,  or  to  be 
procured,  than  they  are  able  to  make,  the  excufe  will  hold  them; 
and  accordingly  many  are  not  afhamed  to  claim  the  benefit  of  it, 
who  have  nothing  to  plead  bat  what  is  an  aggravation  of  their 
neglefl ;  to  which  it  may  be  added,  that  as  it  is  an  aiTumptlon 
of  the  merit  of  another,  the  pra£^ice  is  unjufl,  and,  as  its  leads  to 
a  belief  of  that  which  is  not  true,  in  a  high  degree  immoraL 

♦  Myfelf  have  heard,  in  the  church  of  St.  Margaret  Weihnin- 
Her,  fundry  fermons,  which  I  and  many  others  judged,  by  the 
fentiments,  flyle,  and  method,  to  be  of  his  compofition ;  one  ia 
particular,  Johnfon  being  prefent.  The  next  vifit  I  made  him, 
I  told  him  that  I  liad  feen  him  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  preced- 
ing Sunday,  and  that  it  was  he  who  then  preached.  He  heard 
me,  and  did  not  deny  either  afTertion,  which,  if  either  had  not 
been  true,  he  certainly  would  have  done.  In  his  diary  I  £nd  the 
following  note :  *  77,  Sept.  21.  Concio  pro  Tayloro*' 
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bis  utmoft  indufby  would  hardly  ever  have  enabled; 
him  to  arrive  at.  Lord  Bute  was  the  mmifter  at  the 
time ;  and  the  perfon  employed  to  notify  to  Johniba 
his  majefty's  intention  to  reward  him  for  his  literary 
labours  with  a  penfion  of  300L  a  year,  was  his  friend 
Mr.  Murphy.  Upon  receiving  the  news^  Johnfbn 
was  in  doubt  what  anfwer  to  return^  being,  perhaps, 
difturbed  with  the  refledion^  that  whatever  he  niighc 
defcrve  from  the  public,  he  had  very  little  claim  to 
the  favour  of  any  of  the  defcendants  of  the  houfe  of 
Hanover  5  and  defu-ed  that  Mr.  Murphy  would  give 
him  till  next  day  to  deliberate  upon  a  meflage  ib 
unexpefted.  At  the  end  thereof  he  fignified  his  will* 
ingnels  to  accept  it. 

It  was  by  Johnfon  and  his  friends  thought  fit,  that 
he  ihould  return  thanks  for  this  diflinguifhing  mark 
of  the  royal  favour,  and  that  lord  Bute,  who  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  inftrumental  in  procuring  it^ 
was  the  prop^  perfon  to  convey  them.  Accordingly,. 
he  waited  on  his  lordfhip  for  the  purpofe,  and,  being 
admitted  to  him,  teftified  his  fenfe  of  the  obligation  1 
but  having  done  this,  he  thought  he  had  done  enough, 
and  never  after  could  be  prevailed  on  to  knock  at  his 
door.  - 

He  had  now  fufiered  himfelf  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
liftofpenlioners,  and  was  become  obnoxious  to  the 
ceniures  of  thofe,  who,  looking  upon  a  perpetual 
enmity  to  government  and  its  minifters  as  a  pnx^  of 
public  virtue, ,  endeavoured  to  have  it  believed,  that 
all  favours  difpenfed  by  the  crown,  even  when  meant 
a$  the  rewards  of  merit,  or  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  of  ingenuity,  or  indufby,   were  but  the 
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wages  of  inkjtiicy.  Johnfon,  it  is  trtic,  had  laid 
himfelf  open  to  reproach,  by  his  intefpretatioh  of  the 
yvord  Penfion  in  his  diftionary,  written,  it  is  evident, 
^t  a  time  when  his  politic^  prejudices  were  ftrongeft, 
^nd  he  fqund  hinrjfclf  in  a  prcdican^ent  fimilar  to  that 
of  Dr.  Sherlock,  whp,  at  the  revoldtion^  was  a  non- 
juror to  king  William,  bi;t,  afte;-  deliberating  on  hi? 
rcfofal  as  a  cafe  of  cqnfcience,  took  the  fide  that  made 
for  his  intereft,  but  ^ainft  his  f eputation.  But  who, 
pxcept  the  Great  Searcher  of  Hearts,  can  know,  that 
in  the  cafe  of  Sherlock  or  Johnfon,  erthcr  nude  a 
facrifice  of  his  conference  f  0|^,  feeing  th^  the  grant 
of  Johnfon's  penfion  was  confeffcdly  unconditional, 
and  bound  him  r^either  tq  the  renunciation  pf  any  of 
,  \iis  political  principles,  nor  the  exercifc  of  hi:?  pen  in 
tfte  defence  of  any  fet  of  men  or  feries  pf  meafurcs, 
who  will  have  tfre  face  tq  fay,  that  his  acceptance  of 
it  was  criminal',  or  that  it  was  in  th«  powef  of  any  one 
tb^  pervert  the  integrity  of  a  mart,  who,  ih  the  tirtie  of 
Jiis  peceflity,  had^  from'  fc^tiples  of  his  own  raifing, 
declined  the  offer  of  a  valuable  ecdefiaftical  prefer- 
fnent,  and  therehyrenounccd  ^indejJendqfjt  provifion 
pOfT  the  whole  of  his  life  V 

It  is  yet  difficult,  if  not  in^poflihle,  to  juftify  John- 
fbn,  both  in  the  interpretarion'  given  by  Him  of  die 
word  Penfion,  anrf  in  His  becoming*  a  penfionef:  in* 
pne  inflancc  or  the  other  he  was  wtongi  aijd'  cither 
jiis  difcretion  or  integrity  nruff  be^  given  Up^.  in  the' 
fbrmer,  he*  feems,  in  fonre  of  his  aftions^  to  Havc^becn- 
wanting,  in  the  latter  never,  here  only  charity,  but 
reafon,  therefore,  direfts  us  in  the  opiniotf  wfe  arcr  to 
f6rm  of  ajti  ^di  which  l^as  drawn  ccirivre  p^  hfe  con-. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


P*.   SAHVEh;  JOHNSON,     395 

^|}Af  9fid  prqyes  iiothiog  nipre  than  ^t  |^  vfzs  v^ 
5gually  wife  at  all  timc^?. 

The  addifioi;^  of  three  frundfc4  fiPHftd?  »  year^  tq 
what  Johnfon  was  able  to  earn  by  the  ordinary  ej^er- 
f\k  of  his  talents,  f  ^^4  ^^  ^  ^  ^^^^  of  comparative 
^uence,  and  ai|brded  h\vc\  the  means  qf  aflTifting 
fpany  vhofe  jreaj  or  pfctcndcfi  ii^aptg  had  fpnncrljr 
excited  his  xoinpainoj).  de  f^ow  pradlifed  a  rule 
T^hici^hp  pften  recpmmcndpd  to  his'fficnds^  always 
to  go  abfpad  witl^  4  quantity  of  loofc  mqncy  to  give 
Ip  beggarsj  imitatii^g  the^-ein,  ^9Mg^  }  W^  cqnfiden^ 
without  intending  it^  that  good  but  wea|c  man^  old 
J^r.  Wl^iftonj  wh^iii  I  h^vc  feen  diftritiuting,  ip  the 
Ikreets  of  Lopdoq,  money  to  beggars  00  ,pach  han^ 
pf  him^  till  his  pocket  was  nearly  exhaufted. 

He  hadj  early  in  his  life,  beqi  a  dabbler  \n  phyfic, 
md  laboured  M^^f  %^^  ^^?^  l?^^y  infirmitie& 
that  gs^ye  him  occafion  once  to  fay  to  me^  that  he 
IcncYf  nop  what  it  yras  to  Ifc  totally  free  from  pain, 
|ie  i^ow  dr^w  if^tf>  a  clofer  intimacy^  with  him  a  man^ 
with  whpni.  he  had  b^n  a^uai^ted  froiQ;  the  yeai: 
^746^  ope  of  dip  loweft  prafbitioners  in  tljie  ^t  of 

*  Some  of  Johnfon's  fnends,  and  all  his  enemies,  would  hay^ 
been  glad  had  be  imiuted  the  condud  of  Andrew  Marrell,  whot 
in  the  reiga  ofClia.  11.  i^n  the  offer  o£  any  poit  under  the  go- 
veri^iQent  tjiat  would  pleafe  hif^,  an4  of  a  thoi|i'and  pound$  i^ 
mon^,  inade,hiii|  in.a.me&gci^om  the  k^ng  by  tbejearl  of  Danby. 
at  a  time  when  he  wanted  k  guinea*  refufecl  l^l^-.  I^ut.  Johniba 
iiad  no  reafon  to  practice  fuch  felf-denial.  Marvell ,  to  be  grateful, 
muft  have  de/ertedhis  prindplea,  and  acqmefeed  in  the  meafiire^ 
c(  a  cprnipt  cQwtt  Jphnfon,  m  the  contxary,  was  in  no .  d«ngec» 
during  ffuch  a  reign  as  is  the  prpfcnt»  of  being,  required  to  mal^  a. 
facrifice  of  Ws  cpnfcieiice,  and,  bring  thus  at  liberty,  bfi  accepted 
the  .bounty  of  liis  lovereign, 
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healing  that  ever  fought  a  livelihood  by  it:  him  hd 
confulted  in  all  that  related  to  his  healthy  and  made  £o 
neceflary  to  him  as  hardly  to  be  able  to  live  without 
him.  •' 

The  name  of  this  peribn  was  Robert  Levett.  An 
account  of  him  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  February  1785  :  an  earlier  than  that,  I  have  now 
lying  before  me,  in  a  letter  from  a  perfbn  in  the  qountry 
to  Johnfon,  written  in  anfwer  to  oiie  in  which  he  had 
defired  to  be  informed  of  fome  particulars  refpefting 
his  friend  Levett,  then  lately  deceafed.  The  fubftance 
of  this  information  is  as  follows : 

He  was  born  at  Kirk  Ella,  a  parifh  about  five  miles 
diftant  from  Hull,  and  lived  with  his  parents  till 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  had  acquired  fomc 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  had  a  propen- 
fity  to  learning,  which  his  parents  not  being  able  to 
gratify,  he  went  to  live  as  a  fhopman  with  a  woollen- 
draper  at  Hull :  with  him  he  ftayed  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  learned  from  a  neighbour  of  his  mailer 
fomcwhat  of  the  praftice  of  phyfic :  at  the  end  thereof 
he  came  to  London,  with  a  view  poffibly  to  improve 
himfelf  in  that  profelfion  s  but  by  fome  ftrange  acd* 
dent  was.  led  to  purfue  another  courfe^  and  became 
fteward  or  fome  other  upper  fervant  to  the  then  lord 
Cardigan,  [or  Cadogan]  and  having  iaved  ibme  mo« 
ney,  he  took  a  rcfolution  to  travel,  and  vifited  France 
and  Italy  for  the  purpofe,  as  his  letters  mention^  of 
gaining  experience  in  phyfic,  and,  returning  to  Lon-» 
don  with  a  valuable  library  which  he  had  colle&ed 
abroad,  placed  one  of  his  brothers  apprentice  to  a 
mathematical-inftrunient  maker,  and  provided  for  the 
education  of  another.    After  this  he  went  to*  Paris^ 

an4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr,  SAMUEL  JOHNSON-    397 

and,  for  improvement,  attended  the  hofpitals  in  that 
city.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  taking  lodgings  in  the  houfe  of  an  attorney 
in  Northumberland  court,  near  Charing  crofs,  he  be- 
came a  prafticer  of  phyfic.  The  letter  addsj  that  he 
was  about  feventy-eight  at  the  time  of  his  death. . 

The  account  of  Levett  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine is  anonymous ;   I  neverthelefs  infert  it  verbatim, ' 
together  with  a  letter  of  Johnfon's  to  Dr.  Lawrence 
notifying  his  death. 

*  Mr.  Levett,  though  an  Englifhman  by  birth,  be- 

*  came  early  in  life  a  waiter  at  a  coffee-houfe  in  Paris. 

*  The  furgeons  who  frequented  it,  finding  hiiji  of  an 

*  inquifitive  turn,  and  attentive  to  their  converfation, 

*  made  a  purfe  for  him,  and  gave  him  fome  inflxuc- 

*  tions  in  their  art*  They  afterwards  furnifhed  him 
'  with  the  means  of  other  knowledge,  by  procuring 

*  him  free  admiffion  to  fuchjcftures  in  pharmacy 

*  and  anatomy  as  were  read  by  the  ableft  profefTors 

*  of  that  period.    Hence  his  introdudtion  to  a  bufi- 

*  nefs,  which  afforded  him  a  continual,  though  flen- 

*  dcr  maintenance.    Where  the  middle  part  of  his  life 

*  was  fpent,  is  uncertain.   He  refided,  however,  above 

*  twenty  years  under  the  roof  of  Johnfon,  who  never 

*  wifhed  him  to  be  regarded  as  an  inferior,  or  treated 

*  him  like  a  dependent  *•  He  breakfafted  with  the 
^  doftor  every  morning,  and  perhaps  was  feen  no  more 

*  by  him  till  mid-night.  Much  of  the  day  was  em-  • 
^ployed  in  attendance  on  his  patients,  who   were 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  has  frequently  obfervcd,  that  Levett  >^s  indebted 
to  him  for  nothing%iore  than  houfe-room*  his  fhare  in  a  penny  loaf 
at*  breakfafl,  and  now  and  then  a  dinner  on  a  Sunday. 

.  *  *  chiefiy 
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^  chiefly  of  the  lowcft  rank  of  tradefmen.  The  re- 
^  mainder  of  his  hours  he  dedicated  to  Hvintcr'i^ 

•  lc6hircs,  and  to  as  many  different  opportunities  or 

•  miprovcment  as  he  coilld  nieet  with  on  the  fafrie 

•  gratuitous  conditions.  *^  AU  his  medical  know- 
*^  IcdgCj"  faid  johnfoft,  ^*and  it  is  not  inconriderable*^ 
^  was  obtained  through  the  ear.  Though  he  buys 
*«  books^  he  feldom  looks  into  thehi,or  difcovets  any 
**  power  by  which  he'  caii  be  fuppofed  to  judge  of  art 
**  author's  merit." 

*  Before  he  became  a  conlfcint  inmate  of  the  doctor's 

•  houie^  he  married,  whfen  he  was  near  fixtyi  a  Womaii 

•  of  tJie  town,  who  had  perliiaded  him  (notwithftand- 

•  ing  their  place  of  congfefi  was  a  fmaU-cbal  flied  in 
^  Fetter  iane)  that  flic  Was  n^rly  related  to  a  man  of 

•  fbrtunei  but  was  injurioufly  kept  by  him  out  6t 

•  large  poflefliohs.    li  is  almofl:  needlefs  to  add,  that 

•  both  parties  were  difappointed  in  their  views.    If 

•  Levett  took  her  for  afi  hcircfs,  who  in  time  might 

•  be  rich,  flie  tcgirded  hirti  as  a  phyfician  already  iil 
**confiderablc  praftice.— ^Compared  with  thp  mkrvds 

•  of  this  tranfaftion,  as  johnfon  himfelf  declared 
^  when   relating  them,    the   tales   irt  the  Arabian 

•  Nights'  Entertainments  feem  familiar  occurrences; 

•  'Never  was  infant  more  completely  duped  than  our 

•  hero.  He  had  not  been  married  four  months,  bc- 
^  fore  a  writ  was  taken  out  againft  him,  for  debts  in- 

•  curred  by  his  wife. He  was  fecreted,  and  his 

^  friend  then  procured  him  a  t)rote6(ion  frbni  a  foreign 

•  minifter.    In  a  fhort  time  afterwards,  flic  ran  away 

*'He  liad  aded  for  many  yean  in  the  capacity  of  .fiirgeon  wut 
apothecary  to  JoWo^«  under  the  direction  ^  Dct  t«av?fence. 

^  from- 
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from  him,  and.  was  tried,  proyidcntially^in  his  opi-«^ 
nion,  for  picking  pockets  at  the  Old  Buley^  Her 
hufband was,  with  difficulty,  prevented fromattcnd** 
ingthe  court,  in  the  hopo  (he  would  be  hanged.  She 
pleaded  her  own  caufe,  and  was  acquitted ;  a  fepara^ 
tiQp  between  this  ill-ftarred couple  cook. place;  andi 
Dr;  Johnfon then  took Levett home^.wherehe coa-i^ 
tinued  till  his.  death,  which  happened  fuddenly,  with«* 
out  p^n,  Jan.  17, 1782.  His  vanity  in  fuppofing^ 
that  a  young  woman  of  family  and  fortune  Ihould  be 
enamoured  of  him.  Dr.  Johnfon.thought,  deferved 
fome  check.— As  no  relations  of  his  were  known  to 
Dr.  JoKnlbn,  he  advertifed  for  them.  In  the  coucfe 
of  a  few  weeks  an  heir  at  law  appeared,  and  afcer** 
tained  his  tide  to  what  effeds  the  deceafed.'had  left; 
behind  him. 

*  Levett's  character  was  rendered  valuable  by  tc-»« 
peated  proof  of  honefty,  tenderne(s,  and  gratitude  to 
his  benefad:or9  as  well  as  by  an  unwearied  diligence: 
in  his  profefllon^— His  fingle  failing  was,  an  occafi-* 
onal  departure  from,  ibbriety.    Johnfon  would  ob« 
ferve>  he  was,,  perhaps,  the  only  man  who.  ever  be- 
came into^cated  through   modvea  of  prudence. 
Hereflefted,  that  if  he  refufed  the  gin  or  bmndy 
offered  him  by  fbme  of  his  patients,,  he  could  have 
been  no  gainer  by  ihtir  cure^  as  they  might  have 
had  nothing  elfe  to  beftow  on  him..  4  This  habit  of 
taking  a  fee,  in  whatever  fhape  it  was  cxfaibitedj; 
could  not  be  put-off  by  advice  or  admonition -of 
any. kind*    H^  would  fwallow  what  he  did  not 
like,  nayy  what  he  knew  would  injure  himj  rather 
than  go  home  with  an  idea,,  that  his  fkili    had- 
boca  exerted  wicfaout  recompencc.     **  lUd  (fidd^ 

^  Johnfon) 
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«'  Johnfon)  all  his  patients  malicioufly  combined 
**  to  reward  him  with  meat  and  ftrong  liquors  inftead 
**  of  money,  he  would  either  have  burft,  like  the 
"  dcagpn  in  the  Apocrypha,  through  repletion,  or 
**  been  fcorched  up,  like  Portia,  by  fwallowing  fire.'* 
'  But  let  not  from  hence  an  imputation  of  rapacioufnefs 
'  be  fixed  upon  him.    Though  he  took  all  that  was 

*  offered  him,  he  demanded  nothing  from  the  poor, 

*  nor  was  known  in  any  inftance  to  have  enforced  the 

*  payment  of  even  what  was  juftly  his  due. 

*  His  perfon  was  middle-fized  and  thin  5  his  vifage 

*  fwarthy,  aduft  and  corrugated.     His  converfation, 

*  except  on  profeffional  fubjefts,  barren.    When  in 

*  defhabille,  he  might  have  been  miffaken  for  an 
'  alchemift,  whole  complexion  had  been  hiart  by  the 
^  fumes  of  the  crucible,  and  whofe  clothes  had  fufier- 
'  cd  from  the  fparks  of  the  furnace. 

«  Such  was  Levett,  whofe   whimfical   frailty,  if 

*  weighed  agsunft  his  good  and  ufeful  qualities, 
^  was 

^'  A  floating  atom,  duft  that  falls  unheeded 
*^  Into  the  adverfe  fcale,  nor  fhakes  the  balance/' 

Irene. 

.To  this  character  I  here  add  as  a  (upplement  to 
it,  a  di^m  of  Johnfon  refpefting  Levett,  viz.  that 
his  external  appearance  and  behaviour  were  fuch, 
that  he  difgufled  the  rich,  and  teriified  the  poor. 

But  notwithftanding  allthefeoffenfive  particulars^ 
Johnfon,  whofe  credulity  in  fome  inftances  was  as 
greac  as  his  incredulity  in  others,  conceived  of  him 
as  of  a  ikilful  medical  profeiObr^  and  thought  himfelf 

happy 
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^PP*  iOf haying,  ia.  npar.  ,I>j$  perlon  oijie  iwhi^ ^^s^,  pj. 
Kim,  ii^;foWy  a  phjficia^^/urgco^^  apothe^ 

?Vya.^¥t.4l-..  In  ^^r?!9?di^S7^:Cafcs  :^>  however, 
pvaikdjiigafelfr  of  the  ^ffiftajjice  .of  his  vaiuQ4-ff.ie-^ 
Pr*.L^wrwvej'a.map  gf  wl^om,  inrcfpeftjof  bi^.piefy^ 
learning,  and  ikiU  in  hi&pfofeflion,  it^^y  aloi^ 
jbe  l^id^ ^hc  W9rl4  was  nat^wpjfthy,.  inaliTaucJ^^as^j;  .^ 
jfuffbred  his  ulcnts,  .for  .the^^hole.of  his  life^  V?r^'' 
main,  in.a  great  meafure,  unerqpiloycdj  and  hiixifejl|f  to 
end  his  days  in  forro w  ^nd  obfcurity.    ..;-.;   ...     ,^ , 
:  ..Of  this  perfon,  with  whom  J  yras  for  niany,ye^rsr  ac- 
^qusMnted,  but  who  is  npw  no  more,  gratitude  {or 
the  benefits. which  myfelf.an4  '^P-^  ^^^  ^^^r  ^9  ^9 
.Jiaxc  4wiyed.frorn  his  (kill  and.  attenti9n|  obliges,  me 
:tp fpeak  with,rcverence  and  refpeft.   Re w.^s ^xiaovc 
'of  Hs^Qipihire,  and  having  ended  hisftudies  jm:  .Oxford, 
caune  toJUondcfl  abputthe  yeap  1737,  at  which. time 
Dr.  Frank;  Nicholls  had  attajjned,  great  reputation  for 
flcill  in  anatomy.  To  complete  thetn,  he  became  a  pu- 
pil of  his,  in  that  branch  of  medic^i  fcience,  and  uppn 
-  NichpUs's  djlcpntinuing  to  read  ledlures  therein,  which 
he  had  for  feveral  years  done  with  great  applauife.  Dr. 
.Lawrcnpe  todt  them  up,  and  had  many  hearers,  tijl 
.  Hunter,  a  furgcon,  arrived  from  Scotland,  who,  fet- 
tling in  London,  became  his  rival  in  the  fame  praftice,  ^ 
land  hiving  the  advantage -of  'Dr.  Lawrence,  irf  his 
'  manner  <if  enunciating;  together*  'With  the  afllftance 
SLnS  iPSpport  of  all  his  cbuntrymeh  in  this  kmgdorti, 
.and  moreovei;,  being  a  man. whofe  (kill  in  his  jart^was 
'-equal  to  his  pretenfionsy  ke^  4>eeame  a  favourite -with 
the  leading  men  in  the  practice  of  phyfic;*and  iir*a 
"fc^  winters '.cfrewto  Kinf  (ucTi'a  rclbrrof  p^b1isj''ai  in- 
,     ,  Vol.  !•  D  d  duccd 
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duccd  Dr.  Lawrence  to  give  up  Icfturing,  tod  betake 

himfelf  to  the  general  exercife  of  his  profeffion. 

In  his  endeavours  to  attain  to  eminence,  it  was  his 
misfortune  to  fail :  he  was  above  thofe  arts  by  which 
popularity  is  acquired,  and  had  befides  fomc  perfonal 
defefts  and  habits  which  flood  in  his  way  j  a  vacuity  of 
countenance  very  unfavourable  to  an  opinion  of  liis 
learning  or  fagacity,  and  certain  convulfive  motions 
of  the  head  and  features  that  gave  pain  to  the  behold- 
ers, and  drew  off  attention  to  all  that  he  faid  ♦. 

He  delighted  much  in  naval  archite£hire,  and  was 
able  with  his  own  hands,  and  a  variety  of  tools  of  his 
own  contrivance,  to  form  a  model  of  a  (hip  of  war  of 
any  rate;  firft  framing  it  with  ribs  and  fuch  other 
timbers  as  are  rcquifite  in  a  (hip  for  fervice,  and 
afterwards  covering  it  with  planks  of  the  thicknefs  of 
a  half-crown  piece,  and  the  breadth  of  about  an  inch, 
which  he  fattened  to  the  ribs  with  wooden  pins  of  a 
proportionable  fize,  and  in  this  manner  of  working  he 
completed  many  fuch  models,  elegandy  wrought  and 
moft  beautiful  in  thcu-  forms.     He  was  alfo  a  lover  of 
mufic,  and  was  able  to  play  his  part  in  concert  on 
the  violoncello  t  till  hindered  by  deafn^fs,  adMbrdcr 

that 

•  It  will  hardly  be  believed,  how  mndi  fuck  partkolarities  u 
thefe,  obfb:u6l  the  progreft  of  one  who  is  to  make  bis  way  ia  s 
profeffion  :  a  ftammering,  or  a  bad  articiilatk»i,  fpoil  an  orator* 
mnd  a  difguiBng  appearance  hurts  a  phyfician*  Pembcrton,  tbe 
Grefliam  profei^r,  a  great  man  in  hb  time,  was  coniigned  to  inifi- 
gence>  by  a  habit  of  diftorting  the  mnfelerof  his  face,  wUch  was^ 
become  irrefiftible. 

f  He  had  a  younger  brother  named  Charles#  a  felicitorof  great 
praftice,  yAio  alio  played  on  the  violoncellot  aad«  having  been  a 
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that  came  upon  him  about  the  middle  of  his  life, 
and  at  length  drove  him  to  feek  a  retreat  from  the 
world  and  all  its  cares  at  Canterbury^  where^  about 
the  year  1783,  he  died4  To  confole  him  under  fome 
family  difappointmeilts,  Johnfon  addreffed  to  him  a 
fine  Latin  ode^  which  is  inferted  in  his  works. 

He  wrote  thtf  life  of  his  friend  Dr.  NichoUs,  in  very 
elegant  Latin,  but  it  was  never  publilhed :  his  fbk 
defign  in  prmting  it  being  to  gratify  thofeof  his  own 
ph>feflion»  In  tht  fanie  language^  he  wrote  the  life'of 
Dr.  William  Harvey,  prefixed  to  an  edition  of  his 
works,  publiihed  by  the  College  of  phyficians  in 
1766,  in  one  volume  4to. 

The  fincere  and  lafting  friendihip,  that  fubfifted 
between  Johnfon  and  Levett,  may  ferve  to  (hew,  that 
although  a  fimilarity  of  difpofitions  and  qualities  has 
a  tendency  to  beget  affeftion,  or  fomething  very  nearly 
refembling  it,  it  may  be  contrafted  and  fubfift  where 
this  inducement  is  wanting  i  for  hatdly  were  ever  twa 
men  lefs  like  each  other,  in  this  refpeft,  than  were  they# 
Levett  had  not  an  underiVanding  capable  of  compre<^ 
hending  the  talents  of  Johnfon  :  the  mind  of  John* 
fon  was  therefore,  as  to  him,  a  blank;  and  Johnfon, 
had  the  eye  of  his  mind  been  more  penetrating  than  it 

popl  on  that  iufh-iimentj  of  Caporale,  was  tbe  bcfi  performer  qd  k 
of  any  gentleman  in£ngla|id«  About  the  year  1740, 1  was  ufcd 
to  meet  both  the  brothers  at  a  tavern  in  Gracechnrcb  ftreet* 
where  was  a  private  Concert,  to  which  none  btit  fuch  as  coidd 
Join  in  it  w^e  admitted.  Many  of  thofe  who  frequented  it  were 
great  mailers,  namely,  Mr.  Stanley,  who  played  the  firft  vidin, 
the  above  Sig.  Caporale,  Vincent,  the  hautboy  player,  and  Bali- 
court,  who  performed  on  the  German  flute  :•  the  reft  were  organifte 
and  gentlemen  performers. 

D  d  a  was  J 
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waq,  coul^  not  'difiperni  whac  djd  jftofi  cxift,»4ny  part 
litulmln  Levett's  character  that  at  all  refendbled  lu# 
pwtti  ,Hc:had  no  karning,  and  confequently  was  aa 
M9IU  (companion  for  a  learned  man;  and  gthough  it 
ff\^Y  ^  ^^^^y  ^^^  having  lived  fooie  yeaiis  abroad,  h| 
miift  h^ye  ftca  and  remarked  m^y  thipga  tfekt  yro^lfi 
^ave;:0^arded,  entertainment  ki  the  -  relacipn^  t  this 
^.Tantage>.wd&  coi^nterha}anced.by  an  utter; inability 
fcr.qpntiotived'converfation,  tac'uprnity  bc^ng  onepf 
thV^rnQfti  obxious-fcatuces  in  bis  trharaftcr ;  theconj* 
iTsde^StioAOf  ajl.^ich  parti<;u\ars.  almoft  impels  mr 
to  &y,  that:  Levett  admired  Johnfon  because  Qtbem 
admired  him^  and  that  Johnfoiji  in  pdty  loy^dfIvev)et% 
^ca^e  few  others  could  find  :any  thing  in  him  to 
lore*  f  .       .  .[  .; .    ,]  A 

,  And  here  I  cannot  fc^bear  renodcking^  that>  alntdft 
^oughout  his  life^  poverty  and  diftreflfedicircuoiftam* 
5ps  feemed  to  be  the  ftrongcft  of  ,^1  Tficpmrneodfttiong 
fx>  his  favour.  When  aljced  by  ^ne  qf  his  naoft,  inrif 
mate  friends^  how  he  could  bear  to  be..furrotrnd(d  by 
fuch  neceilitous  and  undeferving  people  as.  be  iia4 
about  him>  his  anfwer  was,  ^  Ifldid  not  affift.theak 
*  no  one  elfe  would,  and  they,muft.  be  loft  for  wantJ* 
jA^mong  many  others,  wKocn  he  thus  patronized^  wte  i 
worthlefs  fellow,  a  dancing-mafter  by  profcflion,  and 
)Ein  afllftant  in  'teaching  to  the  famous  Noverre  thi 
favourite  of  Mr.  Garrick.  This  man,  notwjthftanding 
;(he  nature  of  his  employment,  which  wa$  a  genteel 
•one,  and  led  to  no  fuch  conffirtftians,  delisted  in  the 
company  and  converfation  of  marIhal's-courtattclrttt<!i, 
and  of  bailiffs  and  their  followers,  and  others  of  a  low* 
clafsj  fharpers  and  fwindlers,  who,  when  thdj^^i^  oia^ 
.  .     '  him 
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tiflmfdrunk*  wcH^ld  gtvhitiiu^  &ga  ltotQS;,M(l  engag^f 
anentsof  variojuiB  kindsy/Wbieh^:  hci.ncH. being  abb$»«9 
difi*^gc,  they  h»d  him-  andl^d  u[X>n*..andfl  tljifcf  ws«p 
fofft^wndy  the  .cafei/tb4tfmib';h  t>£  his  time  w4| 
ffiSkd  iftconfineiTient  HU.wife>  through  Mrs,  Wii^t 
j^mhail  got  at  JohoToftsiixi  toki  him.her..tale,.:yvht<;||pL 
lii^'that  her  h«ifbandwia3>  atthat  iai^nti  d«tain^d% 
d-^fihaildc^t  iin  afpunging-hQtire».aiid  he  conceiving 
Unca'^iapiteous^onC)  and  an '^dkional' proof  tbs^ 
5il:humaQ  life- the  cvil'ikCQidenfts  oi^fnU^Uer  thegeoi^ 
ibot  har  to  me  for  advice.  1  hc^d*  her  |lQiy>,  i^^ 
Jfearned  from  it,  that  all  the  morit  of  the  fellpw  layijfi 
»hi$  keelsi  th^c  he  bad  neither  principle  nor  <£rcir^t}Qit» 
^ndiihr^pr^lwas'  a  cuUy,  the  dupe.of  f Ye«y  one-A* 
^#0uki  ftiakej him  drunk,  ,  l.therefope.difaiiflied/h^ 
••mhvanfcftge  'to  Jobnibn  to  thi&/}%ft;  that  1^ 
JuiArnhdmnde  ^tjmpaffiblefor  his  fri(n(iA.tphel{>.hWL 
I9«|d|«niift  lilibtoot*  tp  Jtfllrdjeftiny,  WeJn.I  next  f^ 
Ui)hnA>n#ltold  hiiri  tteftbfcrQ&emedr^p  be  as  exa&ja 
ffitnffiirbecvreovth&cht^aiSf rl0f  thi^ff>an jai\d  •  hx4  a^()- 
9i^aMSi:as  is  betjneeii  thejueb  of  a.fpit^<andtd>e'>^ings 
ia6wiSjt>;^libnLiJdJiot.  btit  thiiU^  Jt;iey^  bof^  .to,;l^ 
xh^thol^icijQllnforj  jfccmcdtoiacqtiicfcfi  jti.my't>p^wH«^i 
,l»It.I^bbiifi>fel  bcfprfc  that,  had  fet  him*  ac  Ji}>efQfc% 

ip*yingxht^t45  rr   v    ,     ..       •    »  •;;;   ,      •  -j 

r.  .  Anothei*  tyf  t'JbhnfdD'srdiAxeired  iriends  n^,  Mf. 
Edmund  .Southwell,  a  younger  brdthfit  iof  \FbtS9f  s 
lk)r&^SQnt];«feU>.of;tlie  kingdoni  of  Ireland.'  This 
sgefltleman,  baring  no  jiatrimony,  was,  iphis  younglr 
.^ayi^^aHCOmco  of  horfer  but  having  in  a  duel,  iato 
.vhiofa  fae.^as  farced^  flain  .'his  antagoniil,  he:  quictod 
^«he  fcrriie>  and  ,truftfi4  »>'  Providence  for^a;iup^Q«. 
,9i.   nj  Dd3  He 
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He  was  z  man  of  wonderful  parts,  of  lively  and  tn^ 
teruining  converfation,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
world  5  he  was  alfo  a  brother  in  afRiftion  widi  John* 
fon,  that  is  to  fay,  he  laboured  under  a  depreffion  oi 
mind,  occafioned  by  the  mifadventure  abovennen- 
tipned,  that  often  approached  to  infanity.  Being 
without  employment,  his  pradice  was  to  wander 
about  the  ftreets  of  London,  and  call  in  at  (uch 
cofFee-houfes,  for  inilance,  the  Smyrna  and  Coooa-^ 
tree  in  Fall-Mall,  and  Child's  and  Batfon's  in  the 
city,  as  were  frequented  by  men  of  intelligence^  or 
where  any  thing  like  converfation  was  going  f(^wanl : 
in  thefe  he  found  mean$  to  make  friends,  from  whom 
he  derived  a  precarious  fupporL  In  die  city  he  was 
fo  well  known,  and  fo  much  beloved  and  pitted, 
that  many,  by  private  donations,  relieved  his  wants. 
In  particular.  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  an  alderauui 
thereof^  and  a  man  of  opulence,  made  him  frequent 
prefents  of  money  to  fupply  his  neceflities,  and 
Mr.  Bates,  the  mailer  of  the  QueenVamos  tavern  in 
St.  Paul's  church-yard,  fuffered  him,  as  often  as  he 
pleafed,  to  add  to  an  ideal  account  fubfifting  between 
chem,  the  expence  of  a  dinner.  A  gentleman  of  great 
worth  in  the  city,  who  knew  and  pitied  his  diftreflcs, 
procured,  unknown  to  him,  from  a  lady  famous  for 
her  beneficence,  a  penlion  bf  a  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  which  he  lived  but  few  years  to  rtoeive. 

Johnfon  was  a  great  Ipver  of  penitents,  and  of  aD 
fuch  nieh  as,  in  their  converfation,  made  profefiioitf 
of  piety  J  of  this  man  he  would  fay,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  mod  pious  of  all  his  acquaintance,  but  in  this, 
as  he  frequendy  was  in  the  judgment  he. formed  of 
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ethers,  he  was  miftaken.  It  is  poflible  that  South* 
well  mi^ty  in  his  converfatioDj  exprefi  fuch  fenti* 
ments  of  religion  and  moral  obligation,  as  fenred 
to  fhew  that  he  was  not  an  infidel,  but  he  feldom 
went  fober  to  bed,  and  as  fddom  rofe  from  it  b«* 
fore  noon* 

He  was  alfo  an  admirer  of  fuch  as  he  thought 
well*bred  men.  What  was  his  notion  of  good  breed* 
ing  I  could  never  learn.  If  it  was  not  courtefy  and 
affability,  it  could  to  him  be  nothing ;  for  he  was  an 
incompetent  judge  of  graceful  attitiides^and  motions, 
and  of  the  ritual  of  behaviour.  Of  lord  Southwell, 
the  brother  of  the  above  perfbh,  and  of  Tom  Hervey, 
a  profligate,  worthlefs  man,  the  author  of  the  letter 
to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  and  who  had  nothing  in 
his  external  appearance  that  could  in  the  leaft  re* 
commend  him,  he  was  ufed  to  fay,  they  were  each 
<^  diem  a  model  for  the  firft  man  of  quality  in 
the  kingdom.  In  this  method  of  eflimating  beha^ 
▼iour,  he  feemed  to  think  that  good-breeding  is 
a  faculty,  which,  like  fencing,  dancing,  and  other 
bodily  exercifes,  mufl  be  learned  before  they  can  be 
pra^fed ;  whereas,  it  is  obvious,  that  this  quality  is 
nothing  more  than  artificial  benevolence,  and  that 
that  politenefs,  which  it  is  the  employment  of  the  in* 
fbu^rs  of  youth  to  teach,'  is  but  a  fubftitute  for 
thofe  difpofitions  of  mind,  which,  whoever  pofleflps^ 
and  takes  care  to  cultivate,  will  have  very  little  need 
of  foreign  afCftance  in  the  forming  of  his  man* 
ners. 

He  once  nientioned  to  me  a  faying  of  Dr. 
NichoUs,  and  highly  commended  it,  via.   tha(  it 
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was  a  poifit  of  wifilom>£o  form  .intimaeiei^  and  "to 
choofc  for  oirr  friends/only^  perfixis  of  known«  -wtoh 
and  mtegrityy  and  that  to  do  fb.had  been  the  raid  of 
Jiis  life.  It  is,  therefore,  diifiicult'to^accoiint  for  th« 
€bhdud  of  Johnfon^in  the  •  choice  6fman]^  of  hi* 
aflbciates,  and  particularly  of  thofc  who,  when  his 
eircunriftances  ^  became!  eafy,  he  fnflFered  to  intrtide 
oh  hiih^  Of  thefe  ho  h^'foaik^it  bed  aad  board} 
Who  had  elbowed  through  the  world,  and  (ubfifteol 
bf  lyings  b^ging,  and  fhiftiilgs  all  which  .he  knew^ 
bat  fecmed  to  think  never  the  worfe  of  them.  In 
liis  trideavours*to  promote  thle  interefts  of  pccffii  of 
4hi5  cljafsj.'he^  in  Ibme  inftancesj  went  fuch  lea^s  as 
were  hahdly*  confident  wi^h  tha«  iiitegrityi  whkh*  he 
iftanifelled  On  all.  other  occafions^s*  for  he* Would  fre^ 
qilentlyi  by  letters,  reconrimcnd  thofe  «o  f credit,  >  wh6 
469ulAobtain  ibby  no  other  means,  and  thereliy.enaUc^ 
them  to  gontraftdAtSi  whicHihie  had  good  reafbn  t«i 
ittipedl,  they  riieither  could  norew»  *^ould  pay^  - 
».•  Thefe  connexions  expofed  hkn'to  trdubte  and  ii^ 
ceffant  folic«ation>  which  he  boife  .Well  enaugh>  but 
ills  inmates  were  Enemies  to  his  peace,  and  occafionefl 
4iim  great  >difquiet :  the  jealoufy  that  fubfifted  among 
«him  rendered  his  dwelling  irkfome  to  him,  and  he 
ieldofti  approached  itv  after  an  evening's  coaVerfadon 
ibroad)  but  wkh  ^die  dread  of  finding  .it  a  ^ccnc  df 
fllfcordv  and  of  "haying  ^his  ears  filled  wich.the  ^xxi^ 
Iplaints  of  Mrs.-  Williams  of  Frank's  negled  of  hk 
duty  and  ihattention  to  the  interefi:s  of  his  maftei;, 
and  of  Frank  againft  Mrs.  Williams,  for  the  author 
li^  ilie  aflRjnofed  over  him,  and  exercifed  widi  an  un- 
«WafF9|it^ f&yerky«'   Eyenthof^.ixitrtider^^i^ho  had 
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jakdnr^Ibritcr  under  fcii  w)of,  aiid^ho,  ift  his  abfthci 
from  home,  brought  thither  their  children^  fotirft 
caufe  to  itmnriurj  their  provifion  of  food  was  TcaDtfyl 
or  their  dinners  ill  difeflfed  ji  all  which  .he'ch^fe  to  eh* 
dure  radier  than- put  ah  end^o  the?r  damdiJrs,  hftfS^ 
ding  his  houfe  of  fuch  thahkleft  attditmublfelbm^glieftS, 
J^ky,  fo  infenfiblc  was  he  of -the  irtgratilufte  of  tktfft 
whom  he  fuflFercd  thus  to  hang  on  'him,  znd^'tktjUri^ 
fcvhom  he  may  be  faid  tb  have -divided  an  incdttit 
jwhich  was  littk  more  than  fafficient  for  his  ownftttPt. 
p6rt,  that  ho  would  fubmit  tb  itepFoach  ^d  perfon4 
l^firont  from  fpme  of  thcni,  dveii  htvtd  wbuld  (bm^ 
Mncs  infult Him, andMrs. Williams,  In  herpapo^itk 
t)£  rage,,  had  been  known  to  drivd  Him  froftn  hci'  |Jr#« 
4cnde.        -  •    "-  ^     t    ♦••  ^  :  \    ■•   •.  ..' .    .u  j 

/  Who^  that  rtHcfts  onJohnfoii*i  puflHahlmity' fli 
ibefe  inftances,  can  rdconcile'k-to''that  fpltit  ^hich 
•prompted  him,  oi^  wiih  thofe  endowments -whtth  eila?- 
Ubledhim  toniaintam  a  fuperiority  over  all  with  %hbrfi 
Aeconwrfed  ?.o^  to^thac  feenrtingfei^ocitybf  tempier'thJt 
lga»«cDccafioh.tojfomc*0'€onfidei'hirrtasari  ahirfial  ndt 
rto  be  approached  widi0utl  terror?*  br'aeeount  fen*  thfe 
Jincohfiftericy  above-^oted,  btherwifc  thatipby  refolvirt^ 
-it  into  thofe  principles  that  diAaied  patiente,  under 
ladi;tbe  pwickations  of  a  female  tdnguc,'  to  Socrktfcif 
ift  math^  there: Was. more jafperity -in  his •  manner ^df 
ccj^pcd^on  than  in) his  patural  ^ifpofltion^  for  {  havb 
irjus^-d'that^  in  mahy  inftances,  and  in  forne  with^ears  81 
this  eyes,  he  Has  apologized  to- thofe 'whoiVi  hfe  had  of- 
fcndejd  by  <:dncradiAion  or  f oughhefi  df  b^hiviour.  - 
,*',:  To  this  incortfiften(?y  of  charafter*it  muftbcim- 
putddy'tK4t -he- failed  40  w^hA  rcverehce  and  rcfpeft 
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from  thofe  who  lived  in  greateft  intimaqr  with  hiuv 
There  was  wanting  in  his  condudfc  and  behaviour  that 
dignity,  which  refults  frocn  a  rq;ular  and  orderly  courfe 
of  attion»  and,  by  an  irrefiftible  power,  commands 
cfkeem.    He  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  ftayed  nun, 
nor  fo  to  have  adjufted  in  his  mind  the  balance  of 
reafon  and  paflion>  as  to  give  occafion  to  iay  what 
nuy  be  obferved  of  (bme  men,  that  all  they  do  is 
juft,  fit,  and  right  t  and  although  he  was  fbift,  and 
even  punftilious,  in  the  practice  of  the  great  duties 
of  morality,  he  trufted  but  little  to  his  domeftic 
conduct,  to  his  method  of  employing  his  time,  and 
governing   his   family,    for  the    gpod  opinion   he 
wilhed  the  world  to  entertsun  of  him,  but,  in  thefe 
particulars,  gave  way  to  the  love  of  eafe,   and   to 
felf-indulgence,  little  regarding,  in  his  own  praftice, 
thofe  counfels  of  prudence,  thofe  oeconomical  max- 
ims, and  thofe  reflexions  on  the  (hortnefs  of  human 
life,  with  which  his  writings  abound.   To  a  lady,  who 
fignified  a  great  deGre  to  increafe  her  acquaintance 
with  authorsi  conceiving  that  more  might  be  learned 
from  their  converfation  and  manner  of  living,  than 
from  their  works — '  Madkm,'  faid  he,  *  the  beft  part 
'  of  an  author  will  always  be  found  in  his  writings.'-^ 
And  to  a  perfon,  who  once  (aid  he  paid  little  regaid 
to  thofe  writers  on  religion  or  morality,  whofe  praftice 
correfponded  not  with  their  precepts,  he  imputed  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  mankind,  faying,  it  was  gro& 
ignorance  in  him  not  to  know,  that  good  principles  and 
an  irregular  life  were  conGftent  with  each  other. 

This  was  a  fecret  which,  without  much  mifchief, 
might  have  been  revealed  in  converfaoon,  but  John«- 

fon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  4" 
Ion  has  thought  fit  to  fend  it  abroad  in  the  fourteenth 
number  of  the  Rambler,  with  this  apology: 

♦  We  are  not  to  wonder  that  moft  fail,  amidft  tu- 

*  mult,  and  Ihares,  and  dangers,  in  the  obfervance  of 

*  thofe  precepts  which  they  lay  down  in   folitud^' 

*  fafety,  and  tranquillity,  with  a  mind  unbiafled,  and' 

*  with  liberty  unobftruded.  It  is  the  condition  of 
^  our  prefent  ftate  to  fee  more  than  we  can  attain} 
^  the  exaftefl:  vigilance  and  caution  can  never  main^ 
'  tain  a  fingle  day  of  innocence,  much  lefs  can  the 

*  utmoft  efforts  of  incorporated  mind  reach  the  (urn* 

*  mitsofipeculative  virtue/ 

He  farther  fays,  *  It  is  recorded  of  Sir  Mathcw 

*  Hale  that  he,  for  a  long  time,  concealed  the  con- 

*  fecrauon  of  himfelf  to  the  ftrifter  dudes  of  religion^ 

*  left,  by  fome  flagidous  and  fliameful  adion,  he 

*  ihould  bring  piety  into  difgrace  *;"  and  upon  thb 
his  conduft  he  fuggefts,  that  *  it  may  be  prudent  for 
^  a  writer,  who  apprehends  that  he  fhall  not  enforce 

*  his  own  maxims  by  his  domeftic  charade^  to  con* 
^  ceal  his  name  that  he  may  not  injure  them/ 

In 

*  This  kind  of  timidity  fnrely  (lands  in  need  of  fome  excafe ; 
lor  what  would  beoome  of  the  world  were  all  religious  men  fab- 
jeded  by  the  fiune  fear }  or  how  would  that  precept  be  obeyed* 
which  requires  us  to  let  our  light  fo  flune,  as  that  men  may  fee 
our  good  works  i  Men  in  amfpicooos  ftations  of  Ufe*  and  in  par- 
ticular, magifirates,  are  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  &vour 
and  fuf^KMt  the  caofe  of  religion,  ib  it  be  done  without  oftentation. 
And  in  private  life  our  duty  reqtnres»  that  the  fear  of  being 
thought  weak  or  fyperfBdoos  (honld  never  deter  us  from  making 
an  open  profelDon  o€&aa  faith.  He  that  in  his  ftndy  afieds  to 
W  found  with  a  biUe  before  htm»  may  be  juftly  fufpeCted  of  hy. 
pocrify  $  but  he  that,  upon  the  approach  of  a  fiiend,  conveys  it 
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^Ih  tfiis  t)aflage,''jfoKnfon  fem^  to'^preiftfc  Ms  '}xA^ 

ders  for  that  contrariety  wiiich  isoftcii  bbfefVcd  ^^ 

twcen  the  KveS  of  authors  and   their  writings/  or, 

n^hich  is  much  the   fame,  between  preceptive  arid 

praftical  wiTdom  and  -virtue,  as  if  ifiey  were  fcarc^y* 

cfonMentwith  each  other;  whereas, -had' 'hii  acijUafn-* 

^cfe  lain,  at'diis  tiriie,'^as  ih  the'  Md>  M  bf^  Ms  Iffc* 

il  ttiff,'  'w?th  ^pcrfofis  of  farik  arid  fcond^tioiii  ^xt'iriS&it 

WVc' formed  different  n6tidril'on'tHe*fubjeft,aifl  bein 

coiivhicfed,  thit  all  ages,  ihd  feveh^Hfe  'j^rcfrtit,  'KS^c* 

^tflbraed  iiiamplci^  of  hlenilh'whdni  ffcarnmgind  paifts,' 

and  even  wit,  were  but  auxilrarles'to  qualities  more 

afimablef/    '^  '    "    "  ''  ''  '  ^''^^    '       '■'  ^  ' 
.|:<^?  .>.  •  '  .       ^      "^  r  '0l  ^V'.t  •  iij    ^tKc 

*iif!*^f.j    '     -      •     -   -.   "'  c  .'  \  ■'■■■  i  :■  :  'i  i     -jJ  * 

+  Bilhop  Taylor -and  lead:  Clarendon  were,bpthmea  of  le^Lrnina 
ana  p^rts,  teachers  of  i^rdom>  and  e9cem|)lary  ii)  their  lives:  tne 
©ine  may  Wfaid  of  lord- chancellor  Hard\i4cke'Mid  faifiiop  Hokd- 
Jjltth6^fvo latter,'  over  and  above  tli«r^x>th«r  great ^jido#meiis* 
were  claflicai  fchatars>  and,  .what.is-inoyc;  ^«l»y  wnotsverfe^;  yet 
wfe  they  eminent  for  their  fkill  in  all  the  concerns  of  human  life, 
or  the  fkgacity  of  the  laft,  I  am  able  to  relate  a  fa^  which  the  bi- 
Qiop  ^i|i^.lf  ^Ui*e^:A  in^.of  t)je:;j4pvf>of Ffl|?r^^er^.a:cicrgynian 
^4  aj^Rpfclyte  frQni:thc  ]^onjLifli,<^Mj:qh|.had.,,HPfln^  franked <jpiS9 
gith^e  tifcqp'?  name  to  ij^,  JocgcdAiH-omiffG^jf^Otc  for;8j8c)j^ 
The  biih^p  brought  a  bill  in  chanceiy  for  4  cUfcoyery  of  ihetcon^ 
$(!^rat|oaofdu) pretended  note,  upon  whicHi.^e4«fe9()^nt,«wid^ 
^  view  to^  entrap  him,  feu  it  by  hk  yafe  ^  t^c  .biiJwpr with  tLrfcn^ 
iniffion  for.  him^  if  he  plcafed>  to  bum  it,  .The p^pEjr ywM% 
fing^la^lb^iH^  ^nd  Jja4  op,it  lie  ^nvarfo  pffeveral  .lbJ<U>  thc.apr 
pc^jpan^^  of  a^raf^ire  ^of  ^^ ward;/irf^,:,a^  vw* :  upon  the  fiip€  of 
\Xy  in  manyol^erireii^fiterC)^^  but  the  biihof^ 

fecingjthefcaret^y^laidforhtfli,.i^^         ^  yiewibat  iki^ 
Fi*wcf.  of  /(ffgcuTi  ih^^H ,  (Qf  f  vf r.  t^mm  Mth.  diet  npM?,  faf 
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^omc  ,q^  d^e  mpft.  confpicupus  features  and^foibW  in 
Tphnfon's  chirafter,  and  .go  t<^  pjrove;^  .pot  oi|il)r,|^ait 
hisYpocity  ^a^npt.fo  terrific,  ^s  that  any  one  ?ndura 
.widi^t^jpper,,  ap^d^^fed  to  moderation  andforbpag| 
^cea  noight  niot  only  withftand^  but  overcome  it,  buf 
that,  b^  had  a  natqr^  imbecillity  about  him,  arifiM 
Ifpip  humanity  and  pity  to  the  fuff^riftgs  q£  his  ,iE)5ll^.w^ 
jcrieatu;;es,  that;  was  prejudicial  to  his  interefts  5  and  .^o. 
tiiat;  l\c,neither  fought  nor  expefted  praife  for  thofc.a]^ 
of  .bcnpfipen^Q?  which  he  was  daily  performing,  ^ 
li^okcd  for  aqy  i;ef  ribution  (rpm  th9ife  who  were  npuril^iil' 
ed  by  his  bounty  1^  Indeed,  thej^were  fuch  creatures^ 
were  incapable  of  be^ng  awed  by  a  fenie  of  his  wortshu 
or  of  difcernmg  th.^  motives  that  aftji^atcd  him;  thjsy 
wer?  jaeppiQ  of  tKe^lo.^eft  and  vul^ayeft  minds  *,  whom 
jc^enels  |ia^made  pwrl  and  til^rality  impudentj/ao^ 
what  is  to  be  expedited  from.fych,.ipkqown  tp  allthaf 
jarp,  in.  the  fl^mt€(t:,deffrqe,  acquainted  \«ith  the  world  $ 
^nd  laiyy,  theVmew  hi^  method  of  .accounting  for 
that  manifeft  and. jinking  contrariety  which,  as  hf 
fays,  ha§  been  oft^n.obferv.ed,  between  the  life  of  aa 
author  ^nd  his  wntings,    ..  , 

made  a  memorandum  brthefe  feverkl  partkulars,  and  then,  with 
'gieat  topper,  rttitt-ncd  ibto  the  woman.  Had  he  dedroyed  tile 
dote  as. he  wa94aQthorired»  and,  as.  almpft  ai>y  man  elfe,  knowing  it 
jto  he  9,  .fo^ery,  would,  have  done,  the  evidentia  rei  had  be^ 
loft,  and  the  defendant  had  been  in  a  better  condition  than  he 
^eve^  could  h6  vC^hilc  the  note  exifted.  At  the  hearing  of  the  caufe, 
4Klie  «ote)  updn  tfhe  &ce  of  it,  was  condemned,  and  the*  bifliop 
fecured  againft  demand:c£pftyiiient.  .... 

r.  %  Of  fuch,  lord^aco^' observes,  that  *  the  loweft  virtues  drajtv 
'  ^praife  from  them»  ^§\  n^ddl^  wprk  in  them  aftonifhment  and 
^  admiraHon  ;''but"  of' die  Tugficf  virtues  khey  have  W  ifenfe"  or 
•^fferceiving.*    Eflay  on  Praife. 

The 
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The  hiftoiy  of  learning  furnilhes  us  with  nuuiy  ex^ 
amples  of  nicn  who  have  deviated  from  the  ftudy  of 
polite  literature  to  that  of  the  hermetic  fcience,  or,  in 
plainer  Englifii,  to  that  fublimer  chemiftiy  which  IcsuU 
«>  the  tranlrnutation  of  metals ;  and  thofe,  who  may 
have  heard  that  Johnfbn  exerci(ed  himfelf  in  chemical 
procefies,  may  perhaps  think,  that  his  view  dierein 
was  iuddenly  to   become  the  poflcflbr  of  immenfe 
riches,  but  I  am  able  to  obviate  this  fufpicion,  and 
affure  them,  that  his  motive  thereto  was  only  oirio- 
fity,  and  his  end  mere  amufement.    At  the  time  he 
frequented  the  club   in  Ivy  lane.  Dyer  was  going 
through  a  courfe  of  chemitoy  under  Dr.  Pemberton, 
<^  Grefham  college,   and  would  Ibmetimes  give  us 
foch  defcriptions  of  procefles  as  were  very  entertain-* 
ing,  particularly  to  Johnfbn,  who  would   lillen  to 
them    attentively.    We   may  fuppofe,  that  in    the 
courfe  of  his  reading,  he  had  acquired  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  theory  of  the  art,  and  that  he  wifhed  for 
an  opportunity  of  reducing  that   knowledge   into 
pradlice :  he  thought  that  time  now  come,  and  though 
he  had  no  fitter  an  apartment  for  a  laboratory  than 
the  garret  over  his  chambers  in  the  Inner  Temple, 
he  furnifhed  that  with  an  alembic,  with  retorts,  re« 
Gcivers,  and  other  vefTels  adapted  to  the  chei^)eft  and 
leaft  operofe  proceflfes.    What  his  aims  were,  at  firfl, 
I  khow  not,  having  forgotten  the  account  he  once 
gave  me  of  the  earliefl  of  his  chemical  operations  i 
but  I  have  fincc  learned,  that  they  dwindled  down 
to  mere  diftillation,  and  that  from  fubftances  of  the 
fimpleft  and  coarieft  fort,  namely,    peppermint,  and 
the  dregs  of  ftrong  beer^  from  the  latter  whereof  he 
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1^  able  to  extra£t  a  ftrong  but  very  naufeous  Ipirit, 
which  all  might  fmdl^  but  few  chofe  to  tafle. 

Johnfon  had  now  confiderably  extended  the  circle 
of  his  acquaintance^  and  added  to  the  number  of  his 
friends  fundry  peribns  of  diftinguilhed  eminence: 
among  them  were^  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds^  Mr,  Edmund 
Burke,  Mr.  Beauclerk,  and  Mr.  Langton.  With 
thefe  he  pafled  much  of  his  time,  and  was  delirous  of 
being  ftill  clofer  connected.  How  much  he  delighted 
in  convivial  meetings,  how  he  loved  converfation,  and 
how  fenfibly  he  felt  the  attraffcions  of  a  tavern,  has 
already  been  mentioned;  and  it  was  but  a  natural 
confequence  of  thefe  difpofitions,  that  he  (hould  wifh 
for  frequent  opportunities  of  indulging  them  in  a  way 
that  would  free  him  from  domeftic  reftraints,  from 
the  obfervance  of  hours,  and  a  conformity  to  the  re- 
gimen of  families.  A  tavern  was  the  place  for  thefe 
enjoyments,  and  a  weekly  club  was  inftituted  for  his 
gratification  and  the  mutual  entertainment  and  delight 
of  its  feveral  members.  The  firft  movers  in  this  aflb* 
ciation  were  Johnfon  and  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds :  the 
number  of  perfons  included  in  it  was  nine :  the  place 
of  meeting  was  the  Turk's  head  in  Gerrard  ftrcet  j  the 
day  Monday  in  every  week,  and  the  hour  of  aflembling 
feven  in  the  evening.  To  this  aflbciatioil  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  invited.    The  members  were, 

Johnfon,  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk, 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,    Mr.  Bennet  Langton, 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,    Mr.  Anthony  Chamier,  and 
ChrifL  Nugent,  M.D.  Myfelf. 
Oliver  Goldimith,M.B. 

As  fome  of  the  peribns  above-mentioned  are  hap^ 

pay 
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^l?  y^^  ^ving»  an4  are;  top  eminently  known  to  fl|# 
ceive  honour  from  any  thing  I  am  able  to  fay  ^ 
Jhctn,  I  (hall  conxent  niyfelf  with  giving  thecharaders 
,of  fuch  of  them  as  are  now  no  niofe. ,  • . 

\  Dr-  Nqgept  was  u  pl^yfiqi^,  of  the  ^omifh-  comw 
imunionj,  and  rifing.  ifita  qpmdlicc  with  perfbns  erf* 
^ths^t  perfuafion*  He  was  an  ingeifious^  fe^fible, 
:and  learned  man,  of  eafy  converfatioi]^  and.  elegant 
^nunnprs.  Johnfon  hafi  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and 
^alway;si  fpake  of  him  jh  tenris  of  great  refpeft. 
^  '  Goldftoith  i$)  w:ell-  knowa.  by  his  writings  to  have 
jbeqi  rf  man  of  gcnipsr  and  .of  very  fioe  parts ;  but  of 
.his  c^aradier  and  general  4eportment/ it  is  thehardj^ 
^^(k.  any  one  can 'un^er^ake  to.  gjiye  a  defcripdoA* 
vl  will,  however,  attempt  it,  -4:rufting  tt>  b^  excufcd 
if,  in  the  fpirit  of  a  faithful  hiftoi;ian^  I  riecord  as  well 
.  his  fingularkies  as  his.  merits*  ,\ 

There  are  certain  memoirs  of  iiim  extant,  from 

,  which  we  learn,  that   his  ipclinatipi^.  po-operating 

with.  his. fortunes  which- were  but  ffanty,.  led  him 

,intQ  aicourfe  of  lifq  little:  differing  .fiom  y^;rancy, 

,that  deprived. him  of  the.  benefits  .of  if^lar.ftudjr: 

.  it  hosrever  gratified  :his  humoyr,  ftored  iis  mind  wit|i 

,  ideas  and  fome  knowledge,  which,  w^cn,  ^he  became 

^fettlcii,  ^c  improved  by  yafious  reading  j/yc^,  to  all 

the  graces,  of  urbanity  he  was  aJOtrapger^  ^,  With  the 

greateft  prctenfions  to  pqliflied  manners  he  was  rude, 

anil,  when  he  moft  nte^nt  the  contrary,  ablurd,  -He 

affedted  Jbhnfon^s  ftyle  and'nnanner  of  conytrfation, 

and,  when  he  had  uttered;  as  fie  often  Woul3,  » 

laboured  fentence,  fo  tumid  as  to  be  Icairce'  ihtel- 

ligible,  would  a(k,  if  that  was  not  truly  Jonrtlomam 

.  yet  he  loved'  not  Johnfop,  but.  rather  tavied  hirfi  for 

his 
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his  parts  J  and  once  intreated  a  friend  t<o  dcfift  from 
praifing  him,  *  for  in  doing  fo*,  faid  he,  *  you  harrow  up 
*  my  very:  foul/ 

He  had  fome  wit,  but  no  humour,  and  never  told 
a  ftory  but  he  fpoiled  it.  The  following  anecdotes 
will  convey  fome  idea  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  his 
converfation  : 

He  was  ufed  to  fay  he  could  play  on  the  German- 
flute  as  well  as  moft  men ; — at  oriier  times,  as  well 
as  any  man  living ;  and  in  his  poem  of  the  Travel- 
ler, has  hinted  at  this  attainment  in  the  following 
lines : 

*  To  kinder  fkies,  where  gender  manners  reign, 

*  I  turn  ;  and  France  difplays  her  bright  domain : 

*  Gay  fprightly  land  of  mirth  and  focial  eafe, 

*  Pleased  with  thyfelf,  whom  all  the  world  can  pleafe^ 
'  How  often  have  I  led  thy  fportive  choir, 

*  With  tunelefs  pipe,  befide  the  murmuring  Loire! 

*  Where  (hading  elms  along  the  margin  grew, 

*  And,  frelhcn'd  from  the  wave,  the  zephyr  flew; 

*  And  haply,  though  my  harlh  touch,  falt'ring  ftill, 

*  But  mock'd  all  tune,  and  marr'd  the  dancers  fkill, 

*  Yet  would  the  village  praife  my  wondVous  power, 

*  And  dance,  forgetful  of  the  noon-tide  hour.' 

But,  in  truth,  he  underftood  not  the  charafter  in  which 
mufic  is  written,  and  played  on  that  inftrument,  as 
many  of  the  vulgar  do,  merely  by  ear..  Roubiliac 
the  fculptor,  a  merry  fellow,  once  heard  him  play, 
and  minding  to  put  a  trick  on  him,  pretended  to  be 
charmed  with  his  performance,  as  alfo,  that  himfelf 
was  ikilled  in  the  art,  and  intreated  him  to  repeat  the 
air,  that  he  might  write  it  down.  Goldfmith  readily 
confenting,  Roubiliac  called  for  paper,  and  ftored 
Vol.  I.  E  c  thereon 
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thereon  a  few  five-lined  ftavcs,  which  having  done, 
Goldfinith  proceeded  to  play«  and  Roubiliac  to  write  $ 
but  his  writing  was  only  fuch  random  notes  on  the 
lines  and  ^aces  as  any  one  might  fet  down  who  had 
cyer  infpe£ted  a  page  of  mufic.  When  they  had  both 
done,  Roubiliac  (hewed  the  paper  to  Goldfmith,  who 
looking  it  over  with  feeming  great  attention,  faid  it 
was  very  correft,  and  that  if  he  had  not  feen  him  do 
it>  he  never  could  have  believed  his  friend  capable  of 
writing  mufic  after  him. 

He  would  frequently  preface  a  ftory  thus : — '  Til 

*  noii^  tell  you  a  ftory  of  myfelf,  which  fom«  people 

*  laugh  at,  and  fomc  do  not/ — 

At  the  breaking  up  of  an  evening  at  a  tavern,  he 
intreated  the  company  to  fit  down,  and  told  them  if 
they  would  call  for  another  botde  they  fhould  hear 
one  of  his  bons  mots:  —  they  agreed,  and  he  began 
thus  :— — ^  I  was  once  told  that  Sheridan  the  player> 
'  in  order  to  improve  himfelf  in  ftagc-geftures,  had 

*  looking-glafles,  to  the  number  of  ten,  hung  about 
5  his  room,  and  that  he  pra£tifed  before  them  ;  upon 
*'  which  1  faid,  then  there  were  ten  ugly  fellows  togc- 

*  ther.* — The  company  were  all  fifent :  he  afked  why 
they  did  not  laugh,  which  they  not  doing,  he,  with- 
out tafting  the  wine,  left  the  room  in  anger. 

He  once  complained  to  a  friend  in  thefe  words  ;— 

*  Mr.  Martinelli  is  a  rude  man : '  I  faid  in  his  hearing, 

*  that  there  were  no  good  writers  among  the  Italians, 
'  aind  he  faid  to  one  that  fat  near  him,  that  I  was  very 

*  ignorant*/ 

'  People,'  feid  he,  *  are  greatly  miftaken  in  me :  a 

*  notion  goes  about,  that  when  I  am  fiknt  I  mean  to 

*  Mr.  Martiaelli  is  aa  Italian. 
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*  be  impudent;  but  I  affure  you,  gentlemen^  my  filence 

*  arifcs  from  bafhfulnefs/ 

Having  one  day  a  call  to  wait  on  the  late  duke, 
then  earl,  of  Northumberland,  I  found  Goldfmith 
waiting  for  an  audience  in  an  outer  room  ;  I  aflced 
him  what  had  brought  him  there :  he  told  mc  an 
invitation  from  his  lordfliip.  I  made  my  bulinefj 
as  Ihort  as  I  could,  and,  as  a  reafon,  mentioned,  that 
Dn  Goldfmith  was  waiting  without.  The  carl  aiked 
me  if  I  was  acquainted  with  him :  I  told  him  I  was, 
adding  what  I  thought  likely  to  recommend  him.  I 
retired,  and  ftaid  in  the  outer  room  to  take  him 
home.  Upon  his  coming  out,  I  afked  him  the 
refult  of  his  converfation  : —  *  His  lordfbip,'  fays  he, 

*  told  me  he  had  red  my  poem,*  meaning  the  Tra- 
veller, '  and  was  much  delighted  with  it  j  that  he  was 
^  going  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  that,  hearing 

*  that  I  was  a  native  of  that  country,  he  ihould  be 

*  glad  to  do  me  any  kindnefs.* — And  what  did  yott 
anfwer,  afked  I,  to  this  gracious  offer  ? — •  Why,'  faid 
he,  *  I  could  fay  nothing  but  that  I  had  a  brother 
'  diere,  a  clergyman,  that  ftood  in  need  of  help  :  as 

*  for  myfclf,  I  have  no  dependence  on  the  promifes 

*  of  great  men  :  I  look  to  the  bookiellcrs  for  fupportj 

*  they  are  my  bcft  friends,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to 

*  forfake  them  for  others/ 

Thus  did  this  idiot  in-the  affairs  of  the  world,  trifle 
with  his  fortunes,  and  put  back  the  hand  that  was  held 
out  to  affift  him !  Other  offers  of  a  Ijike  kind  he 
either  rejefted  or  failed  to  improve,  contenting  himielf 
with  the  patronage  of  one  nobleman,  whofe  manfion 
afforded  him  the  delights  of  a  fplendid  table,  and  a  re- 
treat for  a  few  days  from  the  metropoUa. 

Ee  2  WhUe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4Cto  THELIFEOF 

While  I  was  writing  the  Hiftory  of  Mufic,  hr,  at 
the  club,  communicated  to  me  fome  curious  matter : 
I  defired  he  would  reduce  it  to  writing  j  he  promifed 
mc  he  would,  and  defired  to  fee  mc  at  his  chambers : 
I  called  on  him  there  j  he  ftcppcd  into  a  clofet,  and 
tore  out  of  a  printed  book  fix  leaves  that  contained 
what  he  had  mentioned  to  me. 

As  he  wrote  for  the  bookfellers,  we,  at  the  club, 
looked  OD  him  as  a  mere  literary  drudge,  equal  to  the 
tafk  of  compiling  and  tranflating,  but  little  capable 
of  original,  and  ftill  lefs  of  poetical  compofition :  he 
had,  neverthelcrfs,  unlaiown  to  us,  written  andaddrcflcd 
to  the  countefs,  afterwards  duchefs,  of  Northumberland, 
one  of  the  fineft  poems  of  the  lyric  kind  that  our  lan- 
guage has  to  boaft  of,  the  ballad  *  Turn  gentle  Hermit 

*  of  the  dale*/  and  furprifed  vs  with  *  The   Tra- 

*  vellcr,'  a  poem  that  contains  fome  particulars  of 
his  own  hiftory.  Johnfon  was  fuppofed  to  have 
iaflifted  him  in  it ;  but  he  contributed  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  it  only  four  lines:  his  opinion  of  it  was,  that 
k  was  the  beft  written  poem  fmcc  the  time  of  Pope. 
The  favourable  reception  which  this  cffay  of  his 
poetical  talent  met  with,  foon  after  tempted  Gold- 
fmith  to  the  publication  of  his  *  Defertcd  Village,' 
the  merits  whereof,  confifting  in  local  particularities 
and  beautiful  defcriptions  of  rural  manners,  arc  fuffi- 

.  ciently  known. 

His  poems  are  replete  with  fine  moral  fentimentSj 
and  befpeak  a  great  dignity  of  mind ;  yet  he  had 
no  fenfc  of  the  ftiame,  nor  dread  of  the  evils,  of  po- 
verty.    In  die  latter  he  was  at  one  time  fo  involved, 

♦  Printed  in  hii;  poetical  works,  vol.  L 

that 
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that  for  the  clamours  of  a  woman,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  lodging,  and  for  bailiffs  that  waited  to 
arreft  him,  he  was  equally  unable,  till  he  had  made 
himfelf  drunk,  to  flay  within  doors,  or  go  abroad  to 
hawk  among  the  bookfcUers  his  '  Vicar  of  Wake- 
'  field.'  In  this  diftrefs  he  fcnt  for  Johnfon,  who  im- 
mediately went  to  one  of  them,  and  brought  back  mo- 
ney for  his  relief. 

In  his  dealings  with  the  bookfcUers,  he  is  faid  to 
have  afted  very  difhoneftly,  nes^er  fulfilling  his  en- 
gagements. In  one  year  he  got  of  them,  and  by  his 
plays,  the  fum  of  1800I.  which  he  difllpated  by 
gaming  and  extravagance,  and  died  poor  in  1774. 

He  that  can  account  for  the  inconfiftencies  of 
charafter  above-noted,  otherwife  than  by  fhewing, 
that  wit  and  wifdom  are  feldom  found  to  meet  in 
the  fame  mind,  will  Jo  more  than  any  of  Gold- 
fmith's  friends  were  ever  able  to  do.  He  was  bu- 
ried in  the  poets'  corner  in  Weftminfter  abbey.  A 
monument  was  eredted  for  him  by  a  fubfcription  of 
his  friends,  and  is  placed  over  the  entrance  into  St, 
Blafc's  chapel.  The  infcription  thereon  was  written 
by  Johnfon.  This  I  am  able  to  fay  with  certainty^ 
for  he  (hewed  it  to  me  in  manufcript. 

The  members  of  our  club,  that  remain  to  be  fpo* 
ken  of,  were  peribns  of  lefs  celebrity  than  him  above- 
mentioned,  but  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
worlds  and  qualified  for  focial  intercourfe.  Mr. 
Beauclerk  was  allied  to  the  St.  Alban's  family,  and 
:took  his  chriftian  name  from  Mr.  Topham  of  Wind^ 
for,  the  famous  coUedtor  of  piftures  and  drawings. 
To  the  charafter  of  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of  fine  parts^ 
^e  ad^ed  that  of  a  man  of  fafhion,  of  which  his 

E  c  3     •    .  ...  dreii 
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drds  and  equipage  (hewed  him  to  be  emulous.  In 
the  early  period  of  his  life  he  was  the  exemplar  of 
all  who  wiflied,  without  incurring  the  cenfure  of 
foppery,  to  become  confpicuous  in  the  gay  world. 
Travel,  and  ia  long  refideqce  at  Rome  and  at  Ve- 
nice, had  given  the  laft  polilh  to  his  manners, 
and  ftored  his  mind  with  entertaining  information. 
In  painting  and  fculpturc,  his  taftc  and  judgment 
were  accurate,  in  claffic  literature,  exquifitej  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  hiftory,  and  the  ftudy  of  an- 
tiquities, he  had  few  equals.  His  ronverfation 
was  of  the  moft  excellent  kind;  learned,  witty, 
polite,  and,  where  the  fubjedt  required  it,  ferious; 
and  over  all  his  behaviour  there  beamed  fuch  ^ 
funfliinc  of  chearfulnefs  and  good  humour,  as  com- 
municated itfclf  to  all  around  him.  He  was  a 
great  colleftor  of  books,  and  left  at  his  deadi  a 
library,  which,  at  a  fale  by  audtion,  yieWed  up^ 
wards  of  five  thoufand  pounds, 

Mr.  Anthony  Chamier  was  defended  from  a 
French  proteftant  family,  that  has  produced  one  or 
more  very  eminent  divines,  and  were  refugees  in  this 
country  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  He  was  bred 
to  the  prgfeffion  of  a  ftock-broker ;  but,  having  had 
^  liber^  education,  his  deportment  and  manner  of 
tranfafting  bufinefs  diftiqguifhed  him  greatly  from 
fnoQ:  others  of  that  calling.  He  had  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  modern  languages,  particularly  of 
the  Spanilh,  in  the  ftudy  whereof  he  took  gre^ 
delight.  His  conneftipns,  at  his  fetting  out  in  the 
vorld,  were  of  the  beft  kind,  for  very  early  in  his 
Jife  he  was  employed  by  thofe  liberal-minded  bro- 
^rs  the  Van  Necks,  whofc  riches,  and  general 
iv^i^ficence,  have  ranked  them  ix\  the  faiiie  clafs  of 

wealthy 
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wealthy  men  with  the  Fuggers  of  Augfburg,  a  com* 
pany  of  money-dealers,  who>  in  their  time,  held  the 
balance  of  the  Antwerp  exchange,  and  by  their  tran^- 
adlions  at  that  mart,  influenced  the  politics  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  *.  By  his  dealings  in  the  funds, 
and,  it  was  fuppofed,  with  the  advantage  of  intelli* 
gence  .which,  previous  to  the  conchsfion  of  the 
peace  before  the  lafl:,  he  had  obtained,  he  acquired 
fuch  a. fortune  as  enabled  him,  though  young,  to 
quit  bufinefs,  and  become,  what  indeed  he  feemed 
by  nature  intended  for,  a  gcftdeman.  At  tlie  begin- 
ning of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign,  he  had  a  profpeft 
of  going  fccretary  to  an  embafly  to  Spain^  and  was 
preparing  for  it,  by  the  improvement  of  himfclf  in 
the  language  of  that  country,  but  a  change  in  the 
appointment  of  an  ambaflador  kept  him  at  horne^ 
attid'  gave  him  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  lord  Hil/borough,  who,  upon  his  being  made 
fecretary  of  Rate  the  laft  time,  took  him  for  his  under- 
fccrctary,  in  which  ftation  he  died. 

It  was  Johnfon^s  original  intention,  that  the  num- 
ber of  this  our  club  (hould  not  exceed  nine,  but  Mr. 
Dyer,  a  member  of  that  in  Ivy  lane  before  Ipoken  of, 
and  who  for  fome  years  had  been*  abroad,  made  his  ^ 
appearance  among  us,  and  was  cordially  received. 
By  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Bclchier  the  banker, 
and  member  for  Southwarlc,  he  had  obtained  an  ap- 
pointment to  be  one  of  the  commiifaries  in  our  army 
in  Germany  -,  but,  on  the  condufion  of  the  peace,  he 

*  A  curious  account  of  thde  three  brothers  may  be  feen  in 
Moreri's  didtionary,  art.  Fugger  on  Foocker.  Mention  of  them 
is  alio  made  in  the  journal  of  £dward  VI.  inserted  in  an  appendix 
to  one  of  the  volumes  of  bifhop  Burnet's  Hi&or/  pf  the  Aelbr* 
mation. 

£  e  4  returned 
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returned  to  England,  very  little  the  better  for  an  em- 
ployment which  few  have  been  known  to  quit  with- 
out having  made  a  fortune. 

The  hours  which  Johnfon  fpent  in  this  fociety 
feemed  to  be  the  happicft  of  his  life :  he  would 
often  applaud  his.  own  fagacity  in  the  feledbion  of 
it>  and  was  fo  conftant  at  our  meetings  as  never 
to  abfent  himfelf.  It  is  true  he  came  late,  but  then 
he  flayed  late*  for,  as  has  been  already  faid  of  him, 
he  little  regarded  hours.  Our  evening  toaft  was  the 
motto  of  Padre  Paolo,  '  Efto  perpetua.'  A  lady, 
diftinguilhed  by  her  beauty,  and  tafte  for  literature, 
invited  us  twice  to  a  dinner  at  her  houfe,  which  I 
alone  was  hindered  from  accepting.  Curiofity  was 
her  motive,  and  poffibly  a  dcfire  of  intermingling 
with  our  converfation  the  charms  of  her  own.  She 
affefted  to  cpnfider  us  as  a  fet  of  literary  men,  and. 
perhaps  .gave  the  firft  occafion  for  diftinguifhing 
the  fociety  by  the  name  of  the  literary  club,  au 
appellation  which  it  never  affumed  to  itfelf. 

At  thefc  our  meetings,  Johnfon,  as  indeed  he  did 
every  where,  led  the  converfation,  yet  was  he  far  from 
arrogating  to  himfelf  that  fuperiority,  which,  fome 
years  before,  he  was  difpofed  to  contend  for.  He 
had  feen  enough  of  the  world  to  know,  that  relpedt 
was  not  to  be  extorted,  and  began  now  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  that  degree  of  eminence  to  which  his  writ- 
ings had  exalted  him.  This  change  in  his  behaviour 
was  remarked  by  thofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with 
his  charafter,  and  it  rendered  him  an  cafy  and  delight- 
ful companion.  Our  difcourfe  was  mifcellaneous, 
but  chiefly  literary.  Politics,  the  moft  vulgar  of  all 
topics,  were  alone  excluded.  On  that  fubjecl  moft 
of  U5  were. of  the  fame  opinion.    The  Britifli  lion 
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was  then  licking  his  wounds,  and  we  drank  to  the 
peace  of  old  England  *. 

The  inftitution  of  this  fociety  was  in  the  winter  of 
^763*  at  which  time  Mr.  Garrick  was  abroad  with 
his  wife,  who,  for  the  recovery  of  her  healthy  was  fent 
to  the  baths  at  Padua.  Upon  his  return,  he  was  in- 
formed of  our  aflbciation,  and  trufred,  that  the  leaft 
intimation  of  a  defire  to  come  among  us,  would  pro- 
cure him  a  ready  admiffion,  but  in  this  he  was  mifta-  . 
ken.  Johnfon  confulted  me  upon  ir,  and  when  J 
could  find  no  objeftion  to  receiving  him,  exclaimr 
cd  : — *  He  will  difturb  us  by  his  buflfooneryi' — and 
afterwards  fo  managed  matters,  that  he  was  nevg- 
formally  propofed,  nor,  by  confequence,  ever  ad- 
mitted. 

This  conduft  of  Johnfon  gave  me,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  underftand,  that  the  friendfhip  between  him 
and  Garrick  was  not  fo  ftrong  as  it  might  be  fijp- 
pofed  to  be :  it  was  not  like  that  of  David  and  Jo- 
nathan ;  it  pafled  not  the  love  of  women,  and  hardly 
exceeded  the  ftrength  of  an  adventitious  intimacy : 
Garrick  had  a  profound  veneration  for  the  learning 
and  talents  of  Johnfon,  but  was  ufed  to  complain  to 
me,  that  he  was  capricious  in  his  friendfhip,  and,  as 
he  termed  it,  coquettifh  in  his  difplay  of  it.  Johnfon, 
on  his  part,  hated  the  profeffion  of  a  player,  and  per- 

•  As  I  was  the  only  fcccdcr  from  this  fociety,  my  with- 
drawing pyfelf  from  it  fcems  to  require  an  apology.  We  feldom 
got  together  till  nine  ;  the  enquiry  into  the  contents  of  the 
larder«  and  preparing  fupper,  took  up  till  ten  ;  and  by  the  time 
that  the  table  was  cleared,  it  was  near  eleven,  at  which  hour  my 
fervante  were  ordered  to  come  for  me  ;  and,  as  I  could  not  enjoy 
the  pleafare  of  thefe  meetings  without  diifaurbing  the  oeconomy  of 
my  family,  I  chofe  to  forego  it. 

6  haps 
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haps  might  contemplate  with  indignation,  that  diJpo- 
fition  of  the  public,  which  afligns  to  thofc  who  mi- 
nifter  to  their  plcafures,  greater  rewards  than  to  thofc 
whofe  employment  it  is  to  fupply  their  moft  eflcn- 
tial  wants.  He  might  poflibly  refle6k  that,  in  his  out- 
fet  in  life  as  an  inftruftor  of  youth,  hi*  hopes  were 
bounded  by  the  profpeft  of  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  that  the  mimetic  powers  of  Garrick,  for 
mnder  that  denomination  he  ranked  all  his  excellencies, 
produced  to  the  poffeflbr  of  them  an  income  of  four 
thoufand. 

Thefe  are  fuch  excufes  for  Johnfon's  coolnefs  to- 
wards an  old  friend  as  charity  might  fuggeft;  but, 
alas!  it  had  a  deeper  root,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  it  fprung  from  envy,^  a  palfion,  which  he  fome- 
times  was  candid  enough  to  confefs  he  was  fubjeA 
to,  and  laboured  through  his  life  to  eradicate.  His 
behaviour  to  Garrick  was  ever  auftere,  like  that  of 
a  fchoolmafter  to  one  of  his  fcholars  *,  and  he  flat* 
tered  himfelf,  that  in  all  he  faid  and  did,  he  ftood 
in  awe  of  his  frown. — *  I  was,'  faid  Johnfon  once  to 
a  friend,  '  laft  night  behind  the  fcenes  at  Drury-lane, 
•  and  met  Davy  drefled  for  his  part.  I  was  glad  to 
'  fee  him ;  but  I  believe  he  was  alhamed  *  to  fee 
^  me.' — A  fuppofition  hardly  to  be  admitted,  even 
i£  he  had  been  drefled  in  the  rags  of  Drugger. 

*  He  aflbmed  a  right  of  corred&ig  his  ennndatioii^  aiid»  hy  an 
kiftance,  convinctd  Garrick  that  it  wa9  Sometimes  ciropflona.' 
'  Yctt  often/  iaid  Johnibn^  '  miftake  the  emphatical  word  of  a 

<  feptence/'— '  Give  me  an  example,*  iaid  Garrick.—'  I  cannot,* 
anfwered  Jdmfon,  *  recoiled  one ;  bia  repeat  the  fevendi  com* 

<  mandment. '-"Warrick  pronounced  it—'  Thou  fiitit  not  coaui|it 
«  adultery.'—'  You  are  wrong/  faid  Johnfon:  <  it  it  a  negmdve 
^  preffppt,  and  ought  to  be  pronounced  thus  : 

«  Thorn  fiialt  not  commit  adultery.* 

lo  Garrick 
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Garrick  took  his  rqeftion  very  patiently,  and  fhcw- 
cdhisrefentmentof  it  nootherwife,  than  by  enquiring 
of  wt  from  time  to  time  hpw  we  went  on  at  the  club. 
He  would  often  Hop  at  my  gate,  in  his  way  to  and 
from  Jiampton,  with  meflages  from  Johnfon  relating 
to  his  Shakefpeare,  then  in  the  prefs,  and  aik 
liich  queftions  as  thefc : — ^  Were  you  at  the  club 

*  on  Monday  night  ?' — '  What  did  you  talk  of  ?'-— 

*  Was  Johnfoa  there  V — '  I  fuppofe  he  faid  Ibme- 

*  thing  of  Davy — that  Davy  was  a  clever  fellow  in 

*  his  way,  full  of  convivial  pleafantry,  but  no  poet, 
'  no  writer,  ha?*— I  was  vexed  at  thefe  enquiries,  and 
told  him,  that  this  perpetual  folicitude  about  what 
was  faid  of  him,  was  unneceffary,  and  could  only 
tend  to  difturb  him ;  that  he  might  wdl  be  content 
with  that  fhare  of  the  public  favour  which  he  enjoyed, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  pofiefs  it  in  quiet- 
neis,  and  that  too  great  an  anxiety  to  obtain  applaufe 
would  provoke  envy,  and  tend  to  intercept,  if  not  to- 
tally deprive  him  of  it. 

The  greateft  of  Mr.  Garrick's  foibles  was,  a  notion 
of  the  importance  of  his  profeffion :  he  thought 
that  Shakefpeare  and  himfelf  were,  or  ought  to  be, 
the  ob}e<5ts  of  all  mens'  attention.  When  the  king 
of  Denmark  was  in  England,  he  received  an  order 
from  the  lord-chamberlain  to  entertain  that  mo- 
narch with  an  exhibition  of  himfelf  m  fix  of  his 
principal  chara£ters.  In  his  way  to  Lx)ndon,  to  re- 
ceive his  inflruftions,  he  called  on  me,  and  told  me 
this  as  news.  I  could  plainly  difcern  in  his  looks 
the  joy  Aat  tranfported  him  i  but  he  dieded  to  be 
vexed  at  the  fliortnefs  of  die  notice,  and  Itemed  to 
.  arraign  the  wiidom  of  our  councils,  by  ezdaiming*-** 
«  You  fee  what  heads  they  l^vc  V 
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Johnfon*s  obje&ion  to  the  admiffion  of  Garrick 
may  Icem  to  be  cynical,  and  to  have  arifen  from 
jealoufy  or  refentment,  but  it  admits  of  palliation  :  the 
truth  is,  that  Garrick  was  no  difquifitor  j  his  reading 
had  been  confined,  and  he  could  contribute  but  little 
to  the  pleafures  of  fober  and  inftruclive  converfa- 
tion.  Even  his  knowledge  of  the  world  was  derived 
through  the  medium  of  the  dramatic  writers,  who, 
all  men  know,  are  not  guides  to  be  truftedj  and, 
in  his  intercourfe  with  mankind,  and  manner  of  con- 
ducing bufinefs,  he  frequently  betrayed  fuch  igno- 
rance and  inattention,  as  the  following  inftance  will 
illuftrate- 

There  ftood  near  theidwelling  of  Mr.  Garrick  at 
Hampton,  and  adjoining  to  his  garden  next  the  river, 
a  fmall  houfe,  the  owner  and  occupier  whereof  was 
Mr.  Peclc  a  bookfeller,  who  had  retired  from  bufi- 
nefs. Mr.  Peele  had  often  faid,  that  as  he  knew  it 
would  be  an  accommodation  to  Mr.  Garrick,  he  had 
given  directions,  that  at  his  deceafe  he  fhould  have 
the  rcfufal  of  it.  A  man  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
fet  his  eye  upon  it,  and  formed  a  fcheme  to  make  it 
his  own.  He  had  got  intelligence  that  there  was  a 
relation  or  friend  of  Mr.  Peele's  living  in  the  coun- 
try, and  immediately  on  Mr.  Peek's  death  applied  to 
his  executors,  pretending  that  he  had  a  commiffion 
from  him  to  purchafe  the  houfe  at  any  price ;  and, 
upon  this  fuggeftion,  procured  a  conveyance  of  it  to 
a  pcrfon  nominated  by  him,  but  under  a  -fccret  trufl: 
for  himfelf.  Mr.  Garrick,  feeing  himfelf  thus  balked 
of  his  hopes,  and  in  danger  of  being  troubled  with 
an  ill  neighbour,  thought  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  complain.    He  told  his  fad  ftory  to  me,  and  in  a 
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hicky  hour  j  for,  juft  before  his  entering  my  houfe,  I 
had  been  reading  the  life  of  the  lord-keeper  Guild- 
ford, and  therein  a  cafe  of  a  fimilar  fraud,  againft 
which  his  lordlhip  decreed :  it  was  the  cafe  of  the 
du'ce  of  Buckinghamlhire  and  Ambrofe  Phillips,  who 
had  purchafed  of  the  duke  an  cftate  as  for  Mr.  Hc- 
neage  Finch,  a  fon  of  the  lord  Nottingham,  but  in  truth 
for  himfelf,  at  two  thoufand  pounds  lefs  than  he  would 
have  fold  it  for  to  any  but  Mr.  Finch.  Upon  hearir^ 
Mr.  Garrick's  ftory,  I  fearched  farther,  and  found  the 
cafe  in  law-language  in  Vernon's  chancery  reports,  and 
giving  him  a  note  of  it,  told  him  he  might  file  a 
bill  in  chancery,  and,  on  the  authority  of  that  deter- 
mination, hope  for  relief.  About  fix  months  after, 
I  being  in  town,  a  meflage  came  to  me  in  the  even- 
ing from  Mr.  Garrick,  fignifying,  that  his  caufe  was 
to  come  on  the  next  morning,  and  requefting  me  to 
furnifti  him  with  a  note  of  a  cafe  that  I  had  formerly 
mentioned  to  him  as  refembling  his  own.  Aftoni(hed 
at  his  remiflhefs,  and  knowing  that  no  time  was  to 
be  loft,  I  immediately  borrowed  the  book  I  had 
referred  him  to,  and  giving  it  my  fervant,  went  with 
it  to  Drury-lane  theatre,  where,  upon  enquiry,  I  was 
informed,  that  he  was  bufily  employed  in  exhibiting 
an  imit  ition  of  a  fpeftacle  then  recent,  the  proceflion 
of  the  coronation  of  his  prefent  majefty,  in  an  after- 
piece tathe  play  for  that  night.  I  waited  in  an  outer 
room  till  all  was  over,  when  in  entered  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Garrick,  and,  after  giving  him  time  to  recover  from 
his  fatigue,  I  told  him  what  I  had  been  doing  to  help 
Jikn  in  his  diftrefs,  and  produced  the  book,  but  his 
thoughts  were  fo  wholly  taken  up  by  the  pageant  he 
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was  come  from,  which  feemed  ftill  to  be  palling  before 
his  eyes,  that  he  could  fcarccly  attend  to  me,  but 
alked  Mrs.  Garrick  twenty  queftions  about  it,  how 
k  went  off,  and  whether  (he  did  not  think  the  ap- 
jrfaufe  of  the  audience  great.  He  then  turned  to 
me,  took  fixxn  me  the  book,  and  faid  he  ihould  lay 
k  before  his  counfel.  The  book  was  returned  in  a 
few  days,  but  I  heard  nothing  of  the  decree  of  the 
court  till  fomc  months  after,  when  meeting  with  his 
brother  George,  in  the  court  of  requefts,  I  aflced  him 
how  the  caufe  had  gone  :— *  Oh,'  faid  he,  *  with 
•  us  : — the  firft  purchafe  is  decreed  fraudulent,  and  the 
<  defendant  is  condemned  in  colts/ 

Mr.  Garrick's  forgetfulnefs  and  inattentbn,  in  a 
concern  that  gave  him  ibme  uneafmefs,  is  not  to  be 
accounted  for  by  thofe  who  believe,  contrary  to  the 
fa£t,  that  he  was  ever  fufficicndy  awake  to  his  own 
intereft,  nor  indeed  by  any  who  were  not  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  chara&er.  In  all  that  related  to 
the  theatre  he  was  very  acute,  but  in  bufinefs  of 
other  kinds  a  novice.  His  profeilion  was  of  luch  a 
nature,  as  left  him  no  intervals  of  thought  or  cool 
deliberation  :  his  mind  was  either  elevated  to  the 
highcft  pitch  of  intenlion,  or  let  down  to  the  loweft 
degree  of  remiffion.  In  the  former  ftate,  it  was  in- 
flated by  the  ideas  with  which  the  courfe  of  his  read- 
ing had  ftored  his  memory ;  in  the  latter,  it  funk  into 
an  indolent  levity,  which  indulged  in  jokes>  in  mi- 
micry, and  witticifms. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  fituations,  I  have  defcribed  him 
by  the  relation  of  lus  conduA  in  a  law-iuit :  in  a  fea* 
ion  of  vacuity,  he  was  another  man,  eafy  Bjod  chearful^ 
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and  difpofedy  out  of  every  thing  he  faw  or  heardj  to 
cxtraft  mirth.  The  following  ftory  I  give  as  an  in- 
fiance  of  his  pleafantry^  at  times  when  the  bufineis  of 
the  theatre  did  not  occupy  his  thoughts. 

Living  at  Twickenham^  at  about  two  miles  diftance 
from  his  houfe  at  Hampton,  I  made  him,  as  I  fre- 
quently did  when  in  the  country,  an  afternoon  vifit. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft^  and  I  found  him  and 
Mrs.  Garrick  in  the  garden,  earing  figs.  He  com- 
plained that  the  wafps,  which  that  year  were  very  nu- 
merous, had  left  him  very  few ;  and,  talking  farther 
about  thofe  noxious  infefls,  told  me  he  had  heard, 
chat  a  perfon  near  Uxbridge,  having  (wallowed  one  of 
them  in  a  draught  of  liquor,  had  died  of  the  fling.  I 
told  him  it  was  true,  for  that  at  a  turnpike-meeting 
at  Uxbridge  I  had  dined  with  the  apothecary  that  had 
attended  him,  and  he  had  alTured  me  of  the  fa&.^^  I 

•  believe  it/  faid  Mr.  Garrick,  *  and  have  been  perfuad- 

•  ing  this  lady,'  poinriAg  to  Mrs.  Garrick,  ^  to  do  fo ; 
'  but  I  cannot  convince  her,  and  yet,  fhe  can  believe 

•  the  ftory  of  St.  Urfula  and  the  eleven  thoufand  vir- 

•  gms  !* — Mrs.  Garrick,  it  is  no  fecret,  is  of  the  Ro- 
milh  perfuafion. 

Davies,  in  his  life  of  Mr.  Garrick,  has  mentioned 
a  variety  of  particulars  that  do  honour  to  his  memory. 
Among  others,  he  gives  feveral  inftances  of  liberality 
19  his  friends.  Johnfon  would  frequendy  fay,  that  he 
g^ve  away  more  money  than  any  man  of  his  income  in 
England  j  and  his  readinefs  to  give  the  profits  of  a 
night  to  public  chanties,  and  to  families  and  indi- 
viduals in  diftrefs^  will  long  be  remembered.  He  was 
t^e  firft  that  attempted  to  reform  the  flage,  by  banilh- 
ing  from  it  all  piEofanenefs  and  immorality,  and  by  ex- 
punging 
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punging  from  the  plays  afted  at  his  theatre,  every 
expreffion  capable  of  any  other  than  a  good  meaning. 
And  whereas  it  had  for  many  years  been  the  cuftom, 
at  one  or  more  of  the  theatres,  to  indulge  the 
mob*  in  the  evening  of  the  lord-mayor's  day, 
with  the  reprefentation  of  *  The  Ijondon  Cuckolds/ 
a  comedy  written  by  Ravenfcroft  in  times  of  great 
Kcentioufneft,  and  abounding  in  fcenes  of  vulgar 
humour,  he  paid  a  handfbme  compliment  to  the  ci- 
tizens, and  fliewed  his  regard  for  the  welfare  of  youth, 
by  difcontinuing  the  praftice,  and  fubftituting  in  its 
place  the  afFefting  tragedy  of  *  George  Barnwell,'  a 
play  adapted  to  the  fituatiori  and  circumftances  of 
city  apprentices,  and  affording  an  inftruftive  leflba 
of  difcretion  and  morality. 

Notwithftanding  the  perpetual  competition  be- 
tween him  and  Rich,  for  the  favour  of  the  town, 
they  lived  together  upon  the  moft  friendly  terms. 
Rich,  who  was  never  celebrated  either  for  his  wit  or 
his  underftanding,  once  made  him  a  very  elegant 
compliment :  the  occafion  was  this :  Rich  had  im- 
proved his  houfe  at  Covent  garden,  by  altering  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feats,  fo  as  to  accommodate  a  greater 
number  of  fpedVators  than  formerly  it  would,  and 
Mr.  Garrick  wilhing  to  fee  thcfe  improvements,  Mr. 
Rich  invited  him  to  the  houfe,  and  Went  with  him 
dl  over  it.  In  the  courfe  of  their  furvey,  Mr.  Gar- 
rick afked,  in  the  language  of  the  theatre,  what  fum 
of  money  the  houfe  would  hold. — — *  Sir,*  fwd  Mr. 
Rich,  *  that  queftion  I  am  at  prefent  unable  to  anfwer  j 

*  but  were  Mr.  Garrick  to  appear  but  one  night  on  my 

*  ftage,  I  (hould  be  able  to  t?ll  to  the  xitmoft  Ihil- 

*  ling/ 
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Afte;r  all  that  has  been  faid  of  Mr.  Garrick, 
fcnvy  muft  own,  that  he  owed  his  celelDrity  to*  his 
ncierit  i  and  yet,  of  that  himfelf  feemed  lb  diffident, 
that  he  praftifed  fundry  little,  but  innocent  arts, 
to  infure  t;he  favour  of  the  public*  He  Jcept  up  an 
intereft  in  the  city  by  appearing,  about  twice  in  a 
winter,  ^t  Tom's  coffee-houfe  in  Cornhill,  the  ufual 
rendezvous  of  young  merchants  at  'change  time ;  and 
frequented  a  club,  eftablifhed  for  the.  fake  of  his 
company,  at  the  Queen's-arms  tavern  in  St.  Paul's 
xhurch-yard,  where  were  ufed  to  affemble  Mr.  Sa^ 
muel  S|wpe  the  furgcon,  Mr.  Paterfon  the  city-foli- 
citoi*,  Mr.jpraper  the  bookfeller,  Mr.  Clutterbuck 
a  mercer,  and  a  few  others  1  they  were  none  of  them 
drii)kers,  and  in  order  to  make  a  reckoning,  called 
only  for  Prench  wine.  Thefe  were  his  ftanding 
council  in  theatrical  affairs,  and  were  of  ufe  to  him 
.in  n;oderating  his  refentment  after  thofe  riots  at  his 
-theatre,  which  would  fometimes  happen,  and  the  in- 
dignation he  once  felt  upon  an  attack  On  his  dwelling- 
jhqufe,  in  which  the  windows  thereof  were  broken. 

Heixadalfo  a  ftrong  party  of  friends  at.Batfon'^ 
<:ofFce-l;u)Ufe,  and  among  them  Dr.  Wilfon  a  phyfi- 
cian,  a  man  of  great  learning*,  but  no  practice,  who 
having  an  eafy  fortune  and  no  family,  and  being  maf-. 
ter  of  his  own  time,  was  at  liberty  to  indulge  him- 
felf in  a  variety  of  purfuits  and  humours  that  diftin- 
guifhed  him  from  moft  other  men.  He  lodged  in 
^anohfcurc  part  of  the  town,  and  fpent  his  mornings 
in  mathematical  ftudiesi  but  at  noon  was  conftantly  to 

•  He  was  the  editor  of  the  works  of  Benjamin  Robins,  pub- 
liihed  in  two  volumes  8vo, 
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be  feen  at  Batfon's,  with  a  circle  of  pcrfons  round  him, 
whom  he  entertained  with  his  converfation.  He  had 
no  taftc  for  polite  literature  or  ftagc  entertainments ; 
but  in  his  old  age  took  it  into  his  head  to  be  an  ad- 
mirer of  Mr.  Garrick,  and  feldom  failed  to  be  at  his 
theatre,  whenever  he  had  a  part  in  the  play  of  the  . 
night.  His  conftant  appearance  there  had  procured 
him  almoft  a  prefcriptive  right  to  a  particular  feat  in 
the  pit.  In  that  region  of  the  houfe  he  was  the  firft, 
and  almoft  the  loudeft  applauder  of  Mr.  Garrick,  and 
his  praifes  were  the  chief  fubjeft  of  his  difcourfe  the 
fucceeding  day.  To  this  perfon,  as  to  a  city-friend, 
Mr.  Garrick  held  himfelf  obliged,  and  by  many  per- 
fonal  civilities  he  courted  his  favour. 

Such  as  thofe  above  noted  were  the  foibles  in  the 
charafter  of  that  celebrated  aftor  of  whom  I  have 
been  fpeaking,  and  fuch  were  the  arts  which  he  prac- 
tifed  to  acquire  and  enfure  popularity  j  arts  as  unne- 
ceflary  as  they  were  innocent,  feeing,  that  almoft  from 
the  time  he  firft  became  known,  he  was  in  the  afhial 
poffeffion  of  that  applaufe  which  he  was  feeking,  and 
received  from  the  public  an  ample  reward  of  repu- 
tation, as  well  for  the  part  he  afted  in  focial  life,  as 
,  for  his  excellent  performance  on  the  ftage. 

Befides  Mr.  Garrick,  there  were  others  that  were 
defu*ous  of  becoming  members  of  this  our  club,  the 
fame  whereof  had  fpread  abroad,  and  induced  many, 
who  hoped  to  acquire  a  reputation  for  literature, 
to  wifh  for  an  admiffion  among  us.  That  unfor- 
tunate divine,  as  he  was  called.  Dr.  William  Dodd, 
was  one  of  the  number,  and  made  a  fecret  effort  for 
this  purpole.  This  perfon,  at  that  time,  dwelt  'with 
his  wife  in  an  obfcurc  comer  of  Hounflow  heath, 
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near  a  village  called  Worton ;  but  kept,  in  a  back 
lane  near  him,  a  girl  who  went  by  the  name  of  Ken- 
nedy. His  pretenfions  to  learning,  and  efpecially  to 
claflical  erudition,  were  very  great  5  and  he  had  in  his 
houfe  a  few  young  gentlemen,  who,  at  very  expen- 
five  rates,  were  committed  to  his  care,  as  to  an  aca* 
demy,  for  inftruftion.  A  brother  of  his  wife's  rented 
fome  land  of  me,  and  of  him  I  learned  from  tiftie  to 
time  many  particulars  refpeftinghis  charafterand  man- 
ner of  living,  which  latter,  as  he  reprefented  it,  was 
ever  fuch  as  his'  vifible  income  would  no  way  ac- 
count for.  He  faid  that  he  was  the  moft  importunate 
fuitor  for  preferment  ever  known,  and  that  himfelf 
had  been  the  bearer  of  letters  and  meflages  to 
great  men,  foliciting  promotion  to  vacant  livings, 
and  had  hardly  cfcapcd  kicking  down  ftairs.  Dodd's 
wifli  to  be  received  into  our  fociety  was  conveyed  to 
us  only  by  a  whifper,  and  that  being  the  cafe,  all  op- 
pofition  to  his  admiffion  befcame  unneceffary. 

Johnfon  was  now  at  eafe  in  his  circumftanccs  :  he 
wanted  his  ufual  motive  to  impel  him  to  the  ex- 
ertion of  his  talents,  neceffity,  and  he  funk  into  indo- 
lence. Whoever  called  in  on  him  at  about  mid- 
day, found  him  and  I.xvett  at  breakfaft,  Johnfon  ill 
defliabille,  as  juft  rifen  from  bed,  and  Levett  filling 
out  tea  for  himfelf  and  his  patron  alternately,  ao 
converfation  pafling  between  them.  All  that  vifited 
•  him  at  thefe  hours,  were  welcome.  A  night's  reft, 
and  breakfaft,  feldom  failed  to  refrelh  and  fit  him  for 
difcourfe,  and  whoever  withdrew  went  toO  foon.  His 
invitations  to  dinners  abroad  were  mimerous,  and  he 
iieldom  balked  them.   At  eveniiig  parties,  where  were 
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no  cards,  he  very  often  made  one ;  and  from  thclc, 
when  once  engaged,  moft  unwillingly  retired. 

In  the  relaxation  of  mind,  which  altnoft  any  one 
might  have  forefeen  would  follow  the  grant  of  his 
penfion,  he  naade  little  account  of  that  lapfe  of  time, 
on  which,  in  many  of  his  papers,  he  fo  feverely  mora- 
lizes. And,  though  he  was  fo  exaft  an  obferver  of 
the  pafling  minutes,  as  frequently,  after  his  coming 
from  church,  to  note  in  his  diary  how  many  the  fer- 
yice  took  up  in  reading,  and  the  fermon  in  preaching  j 
he  feemed  to  forget  how  many  years  had  pafTed  fince 
he  had  begun  to  take  in  fubfcriptions  for  his  edition 
of  Shakelpeare.  Such  a  torpor  had  feized  his  facul- 
ties, as  not  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  friends  were 
able  to  cure  ;  applied  to  fome  minds,  they  would  have 
burned  like  cauftics,  but  Johnfoi>  felt  them  not :  to 
other  objefts  he  was  fufficiently  attentive,  as  I  fhall 
prefently  fhew.  ^ 

In  the  performance  of  the  engagement  I  am  under, 
I  find  myfelf  compelled  to  make  public,  as  well  thofe 
particulars  of  Johnfon  that  may  be  thought  to  abale 
as  thofe  that  exalt  Jiis  charafter.  Among  the  former, 
may  be  reckoned  the  credit  he  for  fome  time  gave 
to  the  idle  ftory  of  the  Cock-lane  ghoft,  concerning 
which  the  following  fafts  are  the  leaft  unworthy  of 
being  noted.  In  the  month  of  January  1762,  it  was 
reported,  that  a?  a  houfe  in  Cock  lane  near  Weft 
SmithfielJ,  there  were  heard  certain  noifes,  accom-* 
panied  with  extraordinary  circumftances,  tending  to 
the  difcovery  of  the  death  of  a  young  woman  who 
^was  faid  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  poifon.  The 
agent  in  this  bufincfs  was  a  girl,  who  pretended,  that 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.   SAMUEL    JOHNSON.    437 

the  fpirit  of  the  deceafed  appeared  to  her,  and  ter- 
rified her  with  the  noifes  above-mentioned.  This 
report  drew  many  perfons  to  the  houfe,  who,  being 
thus  aflembled;  put  feveral  queftions  to  the  girl,  and 
received  anfwers,  as  from  the  ghoft,  defcribing  the 
circumftances  of  the  poifoning,  and  a  pron^ife,  by  an 
affirmative  fignal,  that  it  would  attend  one  of  the 
querifts  into  the  vault  under  the  church  of  St.  John, 
Clerkenwell,  where  the  body  was  depofited,  and  give 
a  token  of  its  prefence  by  a  knock  upon  the  coffin : 
it  was  therefore  detennined  to  make  trial  of  the  ex- 
iftence  or  veracity  of  the  fuppofed  fpirit ;  and  it  was 
then  advertifed,  that  the  perfbn  to  whom  the  promifc 
was  made,  was  about  to  vifit  the  vault,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  whole  company  prefent  adjourned  to 
the  church.  He  who  had  a  claim  to  the  performance 
of  the  promife,  and  one  more,  went  into  the  vault,  and 
folemnly  required  to  hear  the  fignal;  but  nothing 
more  enfued.  The  perfon  accufed  of  the  poifoning, 
with  feveral  others,  then  defcended  the  vault,  but  no 
cfFeft  was  perceived.  It  was,  therefore,  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  aflfembly,  that  the  girl  had  fome  art  of 
making  or  counterfeiting  particular  noifes,  and  that 
there  was  no  agency  of  any  higher  caufc. 

Johnfon,  whofe  fentiments  with  relpeft  to  fuperna* 
tural  agency  are  difcoverable  in  many  parti  of  his 
writings,  was  prompted  by  curiofity  to  vifit  this  place, 
and  wait  for  the  appearance  of  the  ghoft,  Mr,  Saun- 
ders Welch,  his  intimate  friend,  would  have  difluaded 
him  from  his  purpofe,  urging,  that  it  would  expofe 
him  to  ridicule ;  but  all  his  arguments  had  no  efFeft  j 
he  went  to  the  houfe,  and,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  into  the 
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church,  and  gave  countenance  to  the  vulgar  expec* 
tation,  that  the  ghoft  would  appear ;  but  at  length, 
being  convinced  that  the  whole  tranfaftion  was  an 
impofture,  he  drew  up,  as  m^y  be  inferred  from  the 
ftyle  and  advertifement  at  th^  ^nd  of  the  paper^  an 
Account  of  the  dece^tiop  thereof,  publiflied  id  the 
Gentleman's  Maga2;ine  for  February  I76!i, 

Soon  after  this,  the  impofture  being  more  clearly 
and  even  to  demonftration  dcttdtcd,  the  perfons  con-^ 
cerped  in  jt  were  profecyted,  and  underwent  a  puniih*- 
ment  fuitcd  to  their  offence. 

What  Mr. Welch  foretold,  in  his  advice  to  Johnlon, 
touching  this  ioipofturei  was  now  verified :  he  was 
(;enfured  for  his  credulity  j  his  wifdom  was  arraigned, 
^nd  his  religious  opinions  refojvcd  into  fuperftition. 
A  reverend  divine  pf  the  time,  who  had  taken  effec-. 
tual  care  by  his  conduft  to  avoid  the  like  imputa- 
tions,  but  was  enough  diftinguiflied  by  a  greater 
folly,  political  enthufiafm,  exhibited  him  to  ridicule 
in  a  fatyrical  poem,  and  revived  the  remembrance  of 
that  engagement  to  the  public,  which,  by  this,  and 
Other  inftances  of  the  laxity  of  his  mind,  he  feemed 
pot  much  inclined  to  fulfil. 

Nor  was  this  all :  that  facetious  gentleman  Mr, 
Foote,  who,  upon  the  ftrength  and  fuccefs  of  his  fa- 
tyrical vein  in  comedy,  had  aflumed  the  name  of  the 
modern  Ariftophanes,  and  at  his  theatre,  had  long  en- 
tertained the  town  with  caricatures  of  living  perfons, 
with  all  their  fingularities  and  weakneffes,  thoqght 
that  Johnfon  at  this  time  wa$  become  a  fit  fubje<5l  for 
ridicule,  and  that  an  exliibition  of  him  in  a  drama 
written  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  himfelf  fhould  re- 
prcfcnt  Jghnfon,  and  in  his  mien^  his  garb^  and  hia 
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ipeech,  fhould  difplay  all  his  comic  powers,  would 
yield  him  a  golden  harveft.  Johnfon  was  apprifed 
of  his  intention  j  and  gave  Mr.  Foote  to  underftand, 
that  the  licence  under  which  he  was  permitted  to 
entdrtain  the  town,  would  not  juftify  the  liberties  he 
wa$  accuftomed  to  take  with  private  charafters,  and 
that  if  he  perfifted  in  his  defign,  himfelf  would  be  a 
Ipeftator  of  his  difgrace,  and  would,  by  a  fevere  chaf- 
tifcment  of  his  reprefentative  on  the  ftage,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  audience,  convince  the  world,  that, 
whatever  were  his  infirmities,  or  even  his  foibles, 
they  fhould  not  be  made  the  fport  of  the  public^  or 
the  means  of  gain  to  any  one  of  his  profeflion** 

Foote, 

*  Had  JoHnfon  been  provoked  to  an  exercife  of  his  prowefs  on 
this  occafion^  it  would  not  have  been  the  firfl  difplay  of  his  re-« 
fentment  on  the  ftage  of  a  theatre.  He  was  once  with  Garrick 
at  the  reprefenution  of  a  play  in  his  native  city  of  Lichfield, 
when,  having  taken  his  feat  in  a  chair  placed  on  the  ftage,  he 
had  foon*  a  call  to  quit  it.  A  Scots  officer,  who  had  no  good-will 
towards  him,  perfuaded  an  innkeeper  of  the  town  to  take  it,  and 
he  did  as  he  was  bid.  Johnfon,  on  his  return,  finding  his  feat  full^ 
civilly  told  the  intruder,  that  by  going  out  it  was  not  his  inten* 
lion  to  give  it  up,  and  demanded  it  as  his  right :  the  innkeeper, 
encouraged  by  the  officer^  feeming  refolved  to  maintain  his  fitua- 
don,  Johnfon  expoftulated  the  matter  with  him  ;  but  finding  him 
obftinate,  lifted  up  the  chair,  the  man  fitting  in  it,  and,  with 
fach  an  Herculean  force,  flung  both  to  the  oppofite  ^c  of  the 
ftage,  that  the  Scotfinan  cried  out,  ^  Damn  him,  be  has  broke  his 
*  limbs ;'  but  that  not  being  the  cafe,  Johnibn  having  thus 
emptied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Walmfley  interpofing,  he  refumed 
his  feat  in  it,  and  with  great  qompofurt  fat  out  the  play. 

Johnfon  had  great  confidence  in  his  corporeal  ftrength>  and, 
from  this  affd  fome  other  particulars  in  his  lifcj  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  was  vain  of.  it.  Such  foibles  are  not  uncommon  in 
Cbe  ^eateft  cbaraft^s.    Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  at  the  age  of  fonrr 
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Foote,  upon  this  intimation,  had  difcretion  enough 
to  defift  from  his  purpofe,  Johnfon  entertained  no 
rcfentment  againft  him,  and  thcjr  were  ever  after 
friends. 

Johnfon  was  infcnfible  to  the  effcfts  of  this  abufe  i 
but  the  poem  above-mentioned  had  brought  to  re- 
membrance, that  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare  had  long 
beendiic.  His  friends  took  the  alarm,  and,  by  all  the  arts 
of  reafoning  and  perfuafion,  laboured  to  convince  him, 
that  having  taken  fubfcriptions  for  a  work  in  which 
he  had  made  no  progrefs,  his  credit  was  at  ftake.  Hef 
confeflcd  he  w^  culpable,  and  promifed  from  time 
to  time  to  begin  a  couHe  of  fuch  reading  as  was  nc- 
ceflary  to  qualify  him  for  the  work :  this  was  no  more 
than  he  had  formerly  done  in  an  engagement  with 
Coxeter,  to  whom  he  had  bound  himfelf  to  *rite  the 
life  of  Shakefpeare,  but  he  never  could  be  prevailed 
on  to.  begin  it,  fo  that,  even  now,  it  was  queftioned 
whether  his  promifes  were  to  be  relied  oh.  For  thi^ 
reafon.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  and  fbme  other  of  his 
friends,  who  were  more  concerned  for  his  reputatioq 
than  himfelf  feerhed  to  be,  contrived  to  entangle  hiiTi 
by  a  wager,  or  fame  other  pecuniary  engagement,  td 
perform  his  taft;  by  a  certain  time,  and  this,  t6gfe- 
ther  poffibly  with  fome  diftruft  of  the  continuance  of 
his  mental  powers,  fet  him  to  work ;  but,  as  he  had 
been  remifs  in  making  coUeftions  for  the  purpofc,  he 

fcore,  woul4  ftrip  up  his  fhirt-flceve  to  fhcw  his  mufcnlar,  brawny 
Arpii  and  relate  how  dextrous  he  was  in  his  youth  at  boxin^« 
^nd  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  a  fcrjeant  at  law,  of  the  firft 
eminence  in  his  profeffion,  who  had  nearly  loft  the  o(e  of  hik 
feet,  was  ufed  to  relate  to  me  his  dancing  whole  mghts^  when  Ji 
young  njan,  without  ft  cling  the  Icaft  wearinefs, 
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fowidii!  an  irkfome  talk.  Theobald  declares,  that 
tb  fctcfe  the  text  of  his  author,  and  to  elucidate  ob-- 
fcure  paflagc^  in  him,  he  had  found  it  neceffary  to 
percrfe  a  great  nurrtber  of  plays  and  other  publications,' 
to  the  very  titles  of  moft  whereof  it  is  certain  Johnfon 
was  a  ftrtagcr.  He,  it  13  true,  had  red  u  many  old  Eng* 
Ijth  book^  as  canrte  ift  his  way,  but  he  had  never  fought 
after  any  futh ;  he  was  no  colk^bor,  and  in  fsiSt  wa& 
de^tv^  of  materials  for  his  work.  All  therefore 
that  he  did,  or  could  do,  alter  the  w^e  of  fo  much 
time,  was,  to  read  over  his  author  in  the  former  edi* 
Uons,  and  folicit  h«lp  from  his  friends;  who,  if  he  is 
not  miftaken^in  his  afiertion,  were  but  flack  in  offer- 
ing him  affiftitnce.  To  me,  amgng  others,  he  did  the 
honour  of  fending  for  fuch  no:es  as  he  thought  I 
might  h^ve  made  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading*  Mr% 
Garrick  was  his  meffenger,  as  he  frequently  pafled  by 
my  gate  in  the  country ;  and >  though  I  was  at  that 
timt  deeply  engaged  in  the  Hiftory  of  Mufic,  I  fur- 
niihed  him  with  a  few  remarks,  which,  unimportant 
as  they  are,  he  thought  fit  to  infert.  Others,  more 
valuable,  he  got  from  fuch  of  his  friends  as  were 
at  leifure  to  ifilft  him. 

The  year  1765  gave  to  the  world  an  edition  q{ 
Shakefpeare's  dramatic  works  by  Samuel  Johnfon, 
the  greateft  proficient  in  vernacular  erudition,  and' 
ene  of  the  ^ablefl:  critics  of  his  time.  Much  had 
been  expcfted  from  it,  and  little  now  appeared  to 
have  been  performed;  a  few  conjeftural  emenda- 
tions of  the  text,  and  Ibme  fcattered  remarks  on 
particular  paflages,  were  all  that  was  prefented  to 
Otir  view  that  had  any  pretence  to  novelty,  except 
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fomc  general  obfervations,  which  fervc  to  illuftrate 
the  beauties  and  mark  the  defeds  of  the  feveral 
plays,  and  are  inferted  at  the  end  of  each. 

For  the  apparent  meagrenefs  of  the  work,  the  pau- 
city of  the  notes,  and  other  evidences  of  the  editor's 
want  of  induftry,  and  indeed  unBtnefs  for  the  office 
of  a  fcholiaft,  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  illuftration  of 
the  text,  fome  atonement,  it  muft  be  confeffcd,  is 
made  by  the  preface,  wherein,  as  if  the  author  had 
rcfcrved  himfelf  for  one  great  effort  of  his  genius,  alt 
the  powers  of  eloquence  and  critical  erudition  are 
difplayed.  In  truth,  it  is  an  effay  on  dramatic  poefy  in 
general,  in  which,  with  a  degree  of  perfpicacity  that 
had  never  before  been  exercifed  on  the  fubjeft,  he  has 
exhibited  the  perfeftions  of  his  author  in  a  blaze  of 
fplendour  that  diftrafts  us  with  its  radiance.  To 
attemper  our  admiration,  he  has,  however,  thought 
fit  to  note  the  flumbers  of  even  this  great  genius, 
his  violations  of  hiftorical  truth,  his  deviations  from 
dramatic  regularity,  his  low  conceits,  and  the 
frequent  recurrence  of  fcenes  that  fufpend  aftions 
of  importance,  and,  wherever  inteipofed,  arc  ex- 
crefcences ;  and  this  t\ot  in  a  flyle  of  perfunftory 
difquifition,  but  with  fuch  a  degree  of  afpcrity  oa 
critics  difcover  when  they  are  criticifing  the  works 
of  a  rival. 

For  thus  detrafting  from  the  merit  of  his  fav«i- 
rite,  Mr.  Garrick  was  to  the  higheft  degree  cxafpc- 
rated  with  Johnfon :  he  reproached  him,  though  not 
to  his  face,  with  want  of  feelmg  and  the  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  of  which,  he  faid,  he  underftood 
nothing,  but  what  he  had  learned  from  books :    ■     * 
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*  All  that  he  writes/  added  he,  *  comes  from  his  head : 

*  Shakeipeare,  when  he  fat  down  to  write,  dipped  his 

*  pen  into  his  own  heart  *•* 

*  The  recolie^Ion  of  this  forcible  and  jufl  expreflion,  which 
Mr.  Garrick  uttered  to  me,  induces  me  to  relate  a  tranfadion* 
that  may  ferve  to  prove,  how  deeply  Shakefpeare  was  (killed  in 
the  fcience  of  human  nature^  and  that  his  imagination  could  fug- 
gtR.  fentiments  and  language  fiiitable  to  characters  and  fitnatlons, 
with  which  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  ever  to  have  been  conver- 
iant.  No  one  thinks  that  he  had  ever  been  a  witneis  to  fuch  a. 
fccne  as  that  in  Macbeth,  where  the  lady,  who  had  excited  her 
faufband  to  the  murder  of  the  king,  is  herfelf  rcfirained  from 
the  perpetration  of  it  by  the  fole  refle£lion,  that  in  his  fleep  he 
refembled  her  father :  yet  fee  how  wonderfully  his  reprefentatka 
of  it  accords  with  the  workings  of  nature. 

A  few  years  iince,  and  while  I  was  dudrman  of  the  quarter* 
feffions  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  an  indidtment  came  before 
me  for  trial  at  Hicks's-hall,  the  ground  whereof  was  the  follow- 
ing cafe.  A  veflcl,  moored  by  a  hawfer  or  cable-rope,  was  lying 
in  the  Thames  near  Wapping,  at  a  time  when  a  barge  waf 
driving  up  the  Hver  with  fo  ftrong  a  tide,  that  the  men  on  board 
her  were  in  great  danger  of  running,  as  they  call  it,  athwart 
the  hawfer  and  of  overfetting.  To  prevent  this  mifchief,  a  young 
adkive  man,  who  guided  the  barge,  leaped  into  the  veflel,  a  libertjr 
in  fuch  cafes  always  allowed,  and  loofening  the  end  of  tiife  haw&r 
from  what  it  was  tied  to,  let  it  drop.  The  m^n  on  boafd  the 
yeflel,  ignorant  perhaps  of  the  ufage,  oppofed  the  young  man 
in  his  attempts  and  a  fray  enfoed,  in  which,  provoked  to  refift* 
ance,  he  feized  a  hand-fpike,  and  with  it  knocked  one  of  the 
failors  down.  The  noife  of  this  fcnifte  drew  up  the  mailer,  a  per- 
fon  advanced  in  years,  who  all  the  while  was  under  deck,  and  he 
being  told  what  had  pafled,  afked  the  ftranger  what  he  meant  by 
knocking  his  nian  down.-^'  1  did  it,'  anfwered  he,  '  in  my  own 
'  defence ;  and  if  you  had  been  in  his  place,  and  your  old  grey 
'  locks  had  not  put  me  in  mind  of  my  own  father,  I  would  have 
'  knocked  you  down  too/ — ^The  very  fentiment  that  reftrained 
fsiiy  Macbeth  hota  the  murder  of  Duncan : 

<  ■  Had  he  not  refembled 

f  M/  f^i^T  as  he  flap t,  I  |iad  don'tt' 
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Johnfon  fecmcd  to  be  confcious  that  tais  work 
would  fall  (hort  of  the  expectations  it  had  raifed,  and 
endeavoured  to  ward  off  the  cenfure  of  the  public  by 
an  infinuation  in  the  preface,  that  his  friends  had  been 
backward  in  furnifhing  him  with  afliftance.  The 
paflage  is  pretty  ftrongly  pointed,  and  is  here  given 
in  his  own  words. 

'  Having  claffed  the  obfcrvations  of  others,  I  was 
'  at  laft  to  try  what  I  could  fubftitute  for  their  miP 

*  takes,  and  how  I  could  fupply  their  omiflions.    I 

*  collated  fuch  copies  as  I  could  procure,  and  wifhed 

*  for  more,  but  have  not  found  the  cplleftors  of  thefe 

*  rarities  very  communicative,  Of  the  editions  which 
^  chance  or  kindnefs  p\it  into  my  hands,  I  have  givea 
'  an  enumeration,  that  I  may  not  be  blamed  for  neg- 

*  lefting  what  I  had  not  the  power  to  do/ 

Few  there  were  who  Taw  this  paffage,  and  knew 
^at  Mr,  Garrick  had  the  earliefl  editions  of  all 
Shakclpeare's  plays,  but  conftrued  this  into  4  re- 
proach on  him  5  in  that  fenfe  he  underftood  it, 
and  it  gave  him  great  offence.  To  dear  himfelf  of 
the  irnputation  of  a  conduft  fo  unfriendly,  he  pro- 
tefted  to  me,  that  his  coUeftion  had  ever  been  ac-» 
ceflible  to  Johnfon,  and  that  himfelf  had  fignified, 
that  any  or  all  the  books  in  it  were  at  his  fcrvice  ; 
and,  farther  to  convince  me,  he,  at  the  next  vifit  I 
made  him,  called  in  his  man  Charles^  and  bade  him 
relate  to  me  his  inftruftions  re{pe6ting  the  ufe  of  his 
library,  or  the  loan  of  books  to  Johnfon, — ^  Sir,'  faid 
the  n)an,  *  I  was  told  to  let  Mr.  Johnfon  have  what- 

*  ever  books  he  wanted  -,  but  he  never  applied  for 

*  any*'/  To 

♦  Mr.  Garrick  knew  not  what  rifquc  he  ran  by  this  offer..  John^ 
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To  fay  the  truth,  Mr.  Garrick  was  rather  fb ward 
in  offering  the  ufe  of  his  library  to  the  writers  of  the 
time :  he  did  it  to  Mr.  Whalley,  when  editing  flic 
works  of  Ben  Jonfon,  and  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  coUeftor 
and  piiblifher  of  the  ^Reliqucs  of  ancient  Englifti 
*  poetry.'  His  view,  asl  conjedure, was, to  receiw, 
in  return  for  his  kindnefs,  thanks,  with  perhaps  fdiric 
additional  compliment  j  and  in  thefe  two  inftanccs  he 
was  gratified  with  both.  I  imagine  that  Johnfon  was 
unwilling  to  bay  the  favour  intended  him  at  that  * 
price,  and  that  therefore  he  declined  it. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  publication  of 
Shakelpeare,  a  work  undertaken  without  any  im- 
pulfe,  and  executed  with  reluftance,  would  gready 
add  to  the  literary  reputation  of  Johnfon  j  yet  fuch 
was  the  charaifter  he  had  acquired  by  his  diftionary, 
and  other  of  his  writings,'  that  the  heads  of  the  uni- 
yerfity  of  Dublin  thought  him  worthy  of  the  higheft 
academical  honour  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  con- 
fer, and  accordingly,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  July 
1765,  he  was,  by  them,  prefented  with  a  diploma, 
creating  him  do6tor  in  both  laws ;  a  diftinftion  the 
more  to  be  valued  as  it  was  unfolicited,  and  a  volun- 
tary teftimony  of  the  efteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
that  learned  body.  The  caufes  aflign^d  for  beftowing 

fon  Had  fo  ftrange  a  forgetfulnefs  of  obligations  of  thisfort^  tlmt 
few  who  lent  liim  books  ever  faw  them  again.  Among  the  books 
in  his  library  >  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  I  found  a  very  old  and 
carious  edition  of  the  works  of  Politian>  which  appeared  to 
belong  to  Pembroke  college,  Oxford.  It  was  probably  taken 
cut  of  the  library  when  he  was  preparing  to  publilh  a  part  of  that 
muthoTf  viz.  in  I734>  and  had  been  ufed  as  hi$  own  for  upwards  of 
£fty  years. 
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it  are  contamed  in  the  following  words^  part  of  the 
inftrument^  *  ob  egregiam  fcriptorum  elegantiam  ct 
*  utilitatem/ 

His  great  aflfeaion  for  our  own  univerfities,  and  par- 
ticularly his  attachment  to  Oxford,  prevented  Johnfon 
from  receiving  this  honour  as  it  was  intended,  and  he 
never  aflumed  the  tide  which  it  conferred.  He  was 
as  little  pleafed  to  be  called  Do6lor  in  confequence 
of  it,  as  he  was  with  the  tide  of  Domine,  which 
a  friend  of  his  once  incautioufly  addrelled  him  by. 
He  thought  it  alluded  to  his  having  been  a  fchool- 
mafter ;  and,  though  he  has  ably  vindicated  Milton 
from  the  reproach  that  Salmaiius  meant  to  fix  on 
him>  by  faying  that  he  was  of  that  profeflSon*,  he 
wiihed  to  have  it  forgot,  that  himfclf  had  ever  been 
driven  to  it  as  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  and  had  failed 
in  the  attempt. 

Johnfon  was  now  arrived  at  the  fifty-fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  had  aftually  attained  to  that  Itate  of 
independence,  which  before  he  could  only  affeft. 
He  was  now  in  poffeffion  of  an  income  that  freed 
him  from  the  apprehenfions  of  want,  and  exempted 
him  from  the  neceffity  of  mental  labour.  He  had 
difcharged  his  obligations  to  the  public,  and,  with  no 
incumbrance  of  a  family,  or  any  thing  to  controul  his 
wiihes  or  defires,  he  had  his  mode  of  living  to  chufe. 
Bleft  with  what  was  to  him  a  competence,  he  had  it 
iiow  in  his  power  to  ftudy,  to  meditate,  and  to  put  ift 
practice  a  variety  of  good  refolutions,  which,  almoft 
from  his  firft  entrance  into  life,  he  had  been  makings 

*  S^e  his  life  of  Milton  among  the  litres  of  the  poets. 
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Some  fpccimcns  of  thcfe  have  been  given  in  acolle^ion 
of  prayers  and  devotional  cxcrcifcs  lately  puUiflied  by 
his  direftion,  to  which  I  could  add  a  great  number. 
They  are  the  efFufions  of  a  fervent  piety,  and  the 
refult  of  nK>ft  fevcre  examinations  of  himfelf  in  his 
hours  of  retirement ;  and  have  for  their  objeds,  early 
rifing,  a  good  ufe  of  time,  abftinence,  the  ftudy  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  a  conftant  attendance  on  divine 
worfhip ;  in  the  performance  of  all  which  duties  he 
(eems  to  conftrue  his  frequent  interruptions  into  cri- 
minal remiflhefs.  One  extraft  from  his  diary  I  how- 
ever here  infert,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  the  date 
of  his  mind  at  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1766, 
'  Since  the  laft  reception  of  the  Sacrament,  I  hope  I 

*  have  no  othcrwife  grown  worfe,  than  as  continuance 
'  in  fin  makes  the  finner's  condition  more  dangerous. 

*  Since  laft  New-year*s  day,  I  have  rifen  every  morning 
'  by  eight,  at  leaft,  not  after  nine :  which  is  more 

*  fuperiority  over  my  habits  than  I  have  ev^r  before 

*  been  able  to  obtain;  Scruples  ftill  diftrefs  me.  My 
'  refolution,  with  the  bleffing  of  God,  is,  to  contend 
^  with  them,  and,  if  I  can,  to  conquer  thenu 

*  My  refolutions  arc, 

'  To  conquer  fcruples» 

'  To  read  the  bible  this  year* 

*  To  try  to  rife  more  early. 

*  To  ftudy  divinity. 

*  To  live  methodically. 

*  To  oppofe  idleneis. 

*  To  frequent  divine  worlhip.'' 
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It  was  a  frequent  pr-a6lice  with  hi«ft,,ia  Jtiis  iicidr.clStf 
to  the  divine  M^efty,  to  comiuenaoiate  and  xecom- 
iBcnd  to  -mercy  his  wife  and  .departed  fricod^  ^  4nd 
the  knowledge  thereof  has  induced  a  fufpiqion,  that 
he  adopted  the  Romilh  tenet  of  Pur^ory^  To 
clear  his  memory  from  this  imputation^  4  gni  ne- 
c^fTicated  to  mention  a  .few  p^rtiquWrs  which  I 
learned  from  him  .in  convcrfation,  that  may  fervc 
to  (hew,  that  no  fqch  conclufion  is  to  -.be  <ir^^a 
frpmhis  pnaftice  in  this  refpeftj  for  that  his  ac- 
quiefcencc  therein  aiofe  from. a  controverfy,  wlwch, 
about  the  year  17 15,  was  agitated  between  certain 
divines  of  a  Froteftant  communion^  that  proftrfTed 
to  deny,  not  lefs  than  they  did  the  dodfa-ine  .gf 
traofub(tantiation,.that  of. purgatory* 

Thefe  were, .  the  non-juring  clergy,  of  the  tinjc  ;.of 
wlKx:n>  and  alfo  of  their  writings,  Johnfon  ^as  ever 
4ifed  to  fpeak  wiitih  great  reipet^t.  O.ne  of '  them,  Dn 
'Thomas  Brett,  was  a  man  profoundly  fkilled  ia  ritual 
Jkerature,  .as  appears  by  a  dlUrertation  of  his,  prai9i£ed> 
together  with  a  collcftion  of  ancient  liturgies,  in  1720*1 
andiie,  as  L  infer  iro^t)  theftyle  of  the  bogk.and  i;he 
method  of'  reafoning .  tbereioy  .wrore  >  a .  ti;aft .  intitl^, 

*  Reafons  for  reftoring  fome  prayers  and  dircdlions, 

*  as  they  ftand  in  the  communion-fervice  of  the  firft 

*  Englifli  reformed  liturgy,  compiled  by  the  bifhops 

*  in  the  fccoodt^.and /third   years  of  king  •  Edward 

*  VI/  among  whiehrhea^uesMfci:  the  fftliowing  pe- 

•  Johnfon  once  told  me,  he  had  heard  his  father  fay,  that  when 
he  was  young  in  trade,  king  Edward  tko  iixth's  &T&.  liturgy  was 
much  enquired  for,  and  fetched  j^^^at^ price ;  -.but  tjiat  the  public* 
cation  of  this  book,  .wHch  contaiaed  the.  wholevCpxamiinion  office 
as  it  ilandt  ia  the  former,  reduced  the  price  of  it*  to  that  of  a  com- 
xpon  book. 
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tition,  part  of  the  prayer  for  the  whole  ftatc  of 
Chrift's  church,  fincc  called  a  prayer  for  the  whole 
ftate  of  Chrift's  church  militant  here  on  earth.  *  Wc 
'  conutiend  unto  thy  mercye,  O  Lord,  all  other  thy 
'  feruauntes,  which  are  departed  hence  from  us,  with 

*  the  figne  of  faythe,  and  4iowe  do  refte  in  the  flepe  of 
'  peace :    Graunte  unto  them,  wc  befeche  thee,  thy 

*  mercy,  and  euerlaftyng  peace,  and  that  at  the  daie 
'  of  the  generall  refurreccion,  we  and  all  they  which 

*  bee  of  the  mifticall  body  of  thy  fonne,  may  altogether 
'  bee  fet  on  his  right  hand,  and  heare  that  his  moft 
'  ioyfuU  voice :  Come  unto  me,  O  ye  that  be  bleffed 

*  of  my  father,  and  poffeffe  the  kingdome  whiche  is 

*  prepared  for  you  from  the  begynning  of  the  worlde  : 

*  Graunt  this,  O  Father,  for  Jefus  Chriftcs  fake,  our 

*  onely  mediatour  and  aduocate.' 

He  firft  fhews,  that  the  recommending  the  dead  to 
the  mercy  of  God  is  nothing  of  the  remains  of  popery, 
but  a  conftant  ufage  of  the  primitive  church,  and  for 
this  afiertion,  he  produces  the  authority  of  TertuUian, 
who  flourifhed  within  an  hundred  years  after  the  death 
of  the  apoftle  St.  John,  and  alfo,  the  authority  of  St. 
Cyprian,  St.  Cyril,  St.  Ambrofe,  St.  Epiphanius,  St. 
Chryfoftom,  and  St.  Auguftine,  by  citations  from  the 
fcvcral  writings  of  thofe  fathers. 

He  then  argues,  that  this  cuftom  neither  fuppofes 
the  modern  purgatory,  nor  gives  encouragement  to 
libcrtinilrn  and  vices  that  the  ancient  church  be- 
lieved the  recommending  the  dead  a  ferviceablc 
office  i  that  the  cuftom  fecms  to  have  gone  upon 
this  principle,  that  fupreme  happinefs  is  not  to  lie 
cxpcdted  till  the  rcfurreftion,  and  that  the  internal 
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between  death  artd  the  end  of  the  worW  h  a  ftdtc  of 
impeifeft  blifs  j  the  church  therefore,  concludes  he, 
might  believe  her  prayers  fol-  good  people  would 
improve  their  condition,  and  raiie  the  fatisfa^ons  of 
this  period. 

No  one  will  fay  that  thefe  arc  mean  authorities,  or 
dbjeft  to  the  praftice  of  thus  recommending  die  dead, 
as  an  innovation,  excepting  thofe  perfbns  who.  rejcft 
all  tradition  in  matters  <^  I'eligion.  Bucer  was  one 
that  did,  and,  therefore,  being  confulted  in  the  rcrifal 
of  king  Edward's  firft  liturgy,  he  argued,  that  there 
beiftg  no  exprefs  warrant  irt  Scripture  for  the  prafiice, 
prayer  for  Ae  dead  was  finful;  and,  accordingly,  the 
words  contended  for  were  omitted  in  the  fecohd. 

This  traft  was,  with  great  acutenefe^  and  no  lefs 
learning,  anfwered  by  another  rionjuring  divinci  in 
one  intided  *  No  fufficient  reafons  for  reftoring  fome 

*  prayers  and  dire^ions  of  king  Edward  the  fixrfi's 

•  liturgy.*  A  reply  was  given  to  it,  and  the  tfontto^ 
verfy  Was  carried  on  to  a  great  length ;  the  reftilt  of  it 
was,  a  fchiffn  among  the  nonjurors  t  thofe,  for  tiertoring 
the  prayers,  compiled  a  new  cortimunion-office;  otKeiis, 
who  were  againft  widening  the  breach  with  the  nad- 
erial  churcli,  chofe  to  abide  by  the  prcfent  form  >  and 
this  diverficy  of  fentiments  and  praftlce  was,  as  Jbhit- 
fon  Once  told  itie,  the  ruin  of  the  nonjuring  caufe. 

In  die  ftudy  of  this  controverfy^  which  I  have  rca* 
fon  to  think  interefted  Johnfori  very  deeply,  he  fcefns 
to  liave  taken  part  with  Dr.  Brett  and  the  feparatifts 
his  followers,  whofe  conduft  i^  accounted  for  aj^ 
♦indicated,  in  the  differtation  <»n  litui^gies-  above— 
mendoned. 
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Such  as  arc  difpofed  to  charge  Johnfon  with  weak* 
ncfs  and  fuperftition,  and  are  lb  weak  as  to  infinuate 
that,  becaufe  he  recommended  his  deceafcd  wife  and 
fiiends  to  the  divine  mcrcy^  (though  with  the  quiali- 
fying  words,  ^  fo  far  as  it  may  be  lawful*)  he  muft  have 
bccA  popifhly  affefted,  or  a  believer  in  the  do6lrinc  of 
purgatory,  may  hence  learn  to  be  lefs  fevcre  in  their 
ccnfures,  and  lament  their  ignorance  of  ecclefiafticat 
hiftory^  which  would  have  taught  them,  that  the  prac-^ 
tree  jn-evailed,  long  before  popery  was  eftabliflied,  or 
purgatory  thought  of;  and  that,  though  it  may  not 
upon  the  whole  be  defenfible,  there  is  more  to  be 
foid  for  it,  than  many  of  the  enemies  to  his  memory 
are  able  to  anfwer  *. 

And  to  chofe  of  his  frieiKis,  who  think  that^  for  th« 
fake  of  his  reputation,  the  prayers  and  meditationsi 
in  which  thefe  fentiments  have  speared,  fiiould  have 
been  fuppreflcd,  it  ought  furely  to  be  an  anfwer, 
that  they  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  reverend 
divine,  who,  to  my  knowledge,  attended  him  with 
great  afFeftion  and  affiduity  through  his  laft  illnefi, 
with  an  exprefs  charge  to  commit  them  to  the  prefix 
and  whO)  if  he  had  forborne  this  friendly^  officei  had 
deprived  a  charitable  and  laudable  inftitution  of  a  be* 
nefit,  which  the  performance  of  it  was  intended  to 
confer. 

With  a  view  to  improve  the  leifure  he  now  enjoyed^ 
and  feemingiy  determined  to  reform  thofe  habits  of 
indolence,  which,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  he  had 

*  Johnfon  in  his  early  yean  aflbdated  with  this  {t€t  of  noi^urorSj 
and  from  them,  probably,  imbibed  many  of  his  religious  an4  poli« 
tical  principles. 
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contraftcd,  he  removed  from  the  Temple  into  a  houCc 
in  Johnlbn's  court,  Fleet  ftrcet,  and  invited  thither 
his  friend  Mrs.  Williams.  An  upper  room,  which 
had  the  advantages  of  a  good  light  and  free  air,  he 
fitted  up  for  a  ftudy,  and  furniflied  with  books,  chofen 
with  fo  little  regard  to  editions  or  their  external  ap- 
pearance, as  (hewed  they  were  intended  for  ufc,  and 
that  he  difdained  the  oftentation  of  learning.  Here, 
he  was  in  a  fituation  and  circumftances  that  en- 
abled him  to  enjoy  the  vifits  of  his  friends,  and  to 
receive  them  in.  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  'rank  and 
condition  of  many  of  them.  A  filver  ftandifh,  and 
fome  ufeful  plate,  which  he  had  been  prevailed  on  to 
accept  as  pledges  of  kindnefs  from  fome  who  moft 
cfteemed  him,  together  with  furniture  that  would  not 
have  difgraced  a  better  dwelling,  baniflied  thofc  ap- 
pearances of  fqualid  indigence,  which,  in  his  Icii 
happy  days,  difguftcd  thofe  who  came  to  fee 
him. 

In  one  of  his  diaries  he  noted  down  a  refolution 
to  take  a  feat  in  the  church :  this  he  might  poflibly 
do  about  the  time  of  this  his  removal.  The  church 
he  frequented  was  that  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  which, 
though  not  his  parifli-church,  he  preferred  to  that  of 
the  Temple,  which  I  recommended  to  him,  as  being 
free  from  noife,  and,  in  other  refpefts,  more  commo- 
dious. '  His  only  reafon  was,  that  in  the  former  he 
v/as  bed  kpown.  He  was  not  conftant  in  his. at- 
tendance on  divine  worfhip ;  but,  from  an  opinion 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  which  he  once  intimated  to 
me,  feemed  to  wait  for  fome  fecret  impulfe  as  a  mo- 
tive to  it. 

I  could 
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I  could  never  colleft  from  his  difcourfe,  that  he 
was  drawn  to  public  worfhip  by  the  charms  of  pul- 
pit eloquence,  or  any  afFeftion  for  popular  preachers, 
who,  in  general,  are  the  worft ;  nor  can  I  form  any 
judgmoit  of  the  value  he  fet  on  it,  having  never  been 
prefent  with  him  at  church  but  once,  and  that  at  a 
cime,  when,  in  compliment  to  him,  as  it  may  be  fup- 
poied,  the  preacher  gave  us  a  fermon,  that  red  like 
a  Saturday's  Rambler  *,  and  was,  by  many,  fbon  dif- 
covered  to  have  been  caft  in  the  fame  mould,  or,  in 
other  words,  of  Johnfon's  compofiilg ;  but  he  fcemed 
to  think  it  a  duty  to  accept  in  good  part  the  endea^ 
vours  of  all  public  inftriiftors,  however  meanly  qua-- 
lified  for  the  office,  and  ever  to  forbear  exercifing 
his  critical  talents  on  the  effufions  of  men  inferior  in 
learning  and  abilities  to  himfelf.  Probably  he,  on 
fuch  occafions,  recoUe&ed  the  quaint  diftich  of  Her- 
bert; 

^  The  worft  have  fomething  good  5  where  all  want 

*  fenfc, 
*  God  takes  the  text  and  preacheth  patience/ 

Or  he  might  have  red,  among  the  effays  of  th 
Meffieurs  of  Port-Royal,  one  that  teaches  us  how  to 
profit  by  b^  preaching. 

The  Sundays  which  he  pafled  at  home  were,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fpent  in  private  excrcifes  of  devotion  f, 

and 

•  The  Ramblers  publifced  on  Saturdays  were  generally  on  rcifr- 
gious  or  moral  fubje^. 

t  He  was  accuftoffled  on  thefe  days  to  read  the  Scriptures^  and 
particularly  th£  tirpek  Teilament>  with  the  paraphrafe  of  Eraiinus. 
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toid  fanftificd  by  afts  of  charity  of  a  fiagular  kind : 
on  that  day  he  accq>t€d  of  no  inviution  abroad^  but 
gave  a  dinner  to  fuch  of  his  poor  friends  as  might  dfe 
liave  gone  without  one. 

He  had  little  now  to  cxinflid  with  but  what  he 
called  his  morbid  melancholy,  which,  though  oppref^ 
five,  had  its  intermiffions,  and  left  him  the  free  cx-^ 
ercife  of  all  his  faculties,  and  the  power  of  enjoying 
the  converfation  of  his  numerous  friends  and  vifitants, 
Tbefe  reliefs  he  owed  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  ufc 
cf  opium,  which,  as  I  have  clfewhere  mentioned,  he 
was  accuftomed  to  take  in  large  quantities,  the  efied 
whereof  was  generally  fuch  an  exhilaration  of  his 
Spirits  as  he  fomctimes  fufpcfted  for  intoxication. 

I  am  now  about  to  mention  a  remark^le  era  of 
his  life,  diftinguilhed  by  a  connexion  that,  for  many 
years,  was  a  fource  of  great  fatisfaftion  and  comfort 
to  him.  It  was  a  friendfiiip,  contraded,  as  his  diary 
imports,  in  1765,  with  Mr.  Thrale, 'a  brewer,  in 
Southwark,  who,  though  a  follower  of  a  trade,  which 
in  other  countries  is  lighdy  thought  of,  yet  as  in  this  it 
'implies  great  opulence,  and  the  power  of  conducing 
in  various  ways  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  community, 
ranked  as  a  gentleman.  He  had  received  the  be- 
nefit of  an  univerfity  education,  and  was  a  reprefen- 
tative  in  parliament,  as  his  father  had  been,  for  the 
above-mentioned  borough ;  and  in  every  view  of  his 
char^der,  could  not  but  be  deemed  a  valuable  addi- 

Very  late  in  his  life  he  formed  a  refolution  to  read  the  bible  t]broi)gh» 
wliich  he  confeiTed  to  me  he  had  never  done  ;  at  the  fame  time  la- 
menting, tliat  be  had  fo  long  neglefted  to  perufe,  what  he  called  the 
charter  of  his  falvation. 
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l^tl'  tQ  dig  ^qmb^f  of  Johnfoo's  friends,  Tq 
his  viUft  at  ScFegthana,  in  Surrey,  Johnfon  was. 
invifed,  flot.ai  ^  gu^ft,  bui;  as  ^  refiant,  whenever 
I)€  w^  (difpofpd  to  chai»ge  the  town  for  the  coxif^-- 
tiy  air :  for  his  ja€C<>ntjnio4ation,  an  ^arcmei^t  wa3 
^0tt^4i  for  hU  entertainment,  a  library  was  fur* 
qiiHed  With  fuch  books  as  himfelf  chofe,  ^qd  little  wa$ 
wanting  tQ  perfuadc  him,  th?t,^  when  at  Streatham,  he 
W96  ftt  home.  He  fi>on  experienced  the  falutary  ef- 
&fts  of  hi«  new  abode,  apd  there  is  little  doubt  that 
to  it  he  was  indebted  for  fome  years  of  his  life. 

It  might  have  been  expefted  that  Johnfon,  in  thf 
cjafy  cifcumftances  in  which  he  had  for  fome  time  felt 
himfelf,  and  with  fuch  a  love  of  independence  as  he 
affefted,  would  have  declined  obligations  that  he  was 
unable  to  rep^y,  at  leaft  in  kind;  but  he  knew 
that  fri^rndftiip  weighs  not  in  a  balance  the  fa- 
vcnm  it  confers.  Mr.  I'hrale's  tenders  carried  in 
titem  all  the  evidences  of  fincerity,  and  he  had  the 
example  of  men,  eqyally  wife  with  himfelf,  to  juftify 
his  acceptance  of  fuch  invitations  as  were  now  made 
him  *•    The  only  obligation  they  fubjcfted  him  to 

was, 

*  The  inilancf  s  of  this  kind,  that  occur  in  the  lives  of  eminent 
men,  to  fpeak  of  tho&  of  this  country  only,  are  not  few,  Hobbes 
of  Malmeftury,  paifed  many  years  of  his  Hfe  in  philofophical  rc- 
cbrement  at  Chatfworth,  in  the  family  of  the  earl  of  Devonfhire  ; 
inemoriaU  whereof  were  formerly  vifibfe  in  l^atin  verfes,  written 
by  himj  with  a  diamond,  pn  the  windows  of  the  hoofe.  Selden,  at 
the  countcfs  of  Kent's  in  White-friars,  adjoining  to  the  Temple. 
Mr.  Locke  was  conAdered  as  one  of  the  femily  of  lady  Mafham, 
at  Gates  in  the  county  of  Effex.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Ralph 
Cadworth,  a  woman  of  (uch  eminence  for  learning  and  piety,  that 
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was,  that  of  fupporting  his  cfjarader,  and,  in  a  family 
where  there  were  many  vifitants,  furnilhing  ftich  con- 
yerfation,  as  was  to  be  cxpefted  from  a  man  who 
had  diftinguifbed  himfclf  by  his  learning,  his  wit, 
and  his  eloqueik:e.  This,  it  muft  J^  confeflfed,  was 
a  burdenfome  taflc  to  one  who,  like  others,  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  had  his  fombrous  intervals,  and, 
in  the  hour  of  repletion,  to  wifli  for  the  indulgente 
of  being  filent,  or,  at  leaft,  of  talking  like  other  men. 
To  be  -eomkually  uttering  apophthegms,  or  fpeeches 
worthy  of  remembrance,  was  more  than  could  have 
.been  cxpefted  of  Socrates  f. 

Befides 

&e  book  intltled,  '  The  whole  duty  of  man'  was«  for  fome  time, 
believed  to  be  of  her  writing  ;  and  hMy,  Dr.  Ifaac  Watts  foand  a 
comfortable  retreat  from  the  cares  of  the  world,  in  the  family  of 
Sir  Thomas  Abney,  and  his  worthy  defcendants^  at  Newingtcm  in 
Middlefex.  Johnfon's  iituation,  in  Mr.  Thrale'^  family,  was  not  ib 
conflant  and  uninterrupted  as  was  that  of  the  peribns  above-men- 
tioned in  their  feveral  abodes  ;  but,  in  refpeft  of  the  liberties  al- 
lowed him,  and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was  treated,  the  com- 
parifon  is  no  way  to  the  difadvantage  of  this  his  friend. 

t  What  were  Johnfon's  fentiments  of  a  Atuation  like  this,  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  note,  which  I  meet  with  in  his  ad- 
verfaria,  or  colledtions  for  the  Rambler,  now  in  my  poiTeffion,  and 
fpokenof  in  a  preceding  page, 

*  Philomeidis  invited  to  the  houfe  of  Largos  in  the  country,  as. 

*  a  wit.    Largus  means  to  credit  himfelf  by  his  acquaintance— 
'  calls  in  the  country  to  be  entertained— they  come,  big  with  cx« 

*  p^dation,  fidlof  awe.  Silent,  therefore,  I  filent— Difappointed— 

*  Largus  chagrined— Behaviour  of  boors  before  a  wit— their  eager- 

*  nefs,  expectation,  furprife,  at  any  thing  common.     I  near  dull — 
«  Cleora,  a  lady  dreaded  for  her  elegance  and  knowledge^  came 

*  by  chance  ;  I  (hone :  I  now  am  proud ;  nobody  worth  fpeakbg 

*  to.     Inform  them,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  no  man  can  be  a  wit  at 
«  pleafiu-c,  or  converfc  wittily  by  himfelf. — ^I  was  at  firfl  invited 

*  to 
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.Bcfidcs  the  conveniences  for  ftudy,  with  which  he 
was  furnifhed  at  Streatham,  he  had  opportunities  of 
exerdfe,  and  the  pleafure  of  airings  and  excurfioas. 
He  was  once  prevailed  on  by  Mn  Thrale  to  join  in 

*  to  tablesr—iny  friend  now  goes  without  me— I  reifarain,  not 
«  dircft. 

*  Nothing  fo  unfortunate  as  a  wit  by  profefiton>  one  whoraifesex- 

*  pefhition  at  his  entry-rahvays  in  debt—many  pay  with  common 
f  places— others  unwillbg  to  part  with  what  chance  has  brought: 
5  them>  fpend  their  lives  in  flraining^  or  get  at  one  place  to  retail 
f  in  another.  Wic  depends  upon  a  thoufand  cafualtiesr-an  occaiion, 
«  combination  of  ideas^  prefence  of  mind,  time,  accidental  fit; 
f  That  excel  in  wit  will  own  it  is  very  little  in  a  man's  power. 
'  That  no  man  can  appoint  an  hour  in  which  he  will  be  witty« 
f  The  luckieft  thoughts  fuch  as  a  man  not  led  to  by  a  regular  train* 
«  The  mind  of  a  witty  man  the  foil  in  which  wit  planted  gipwsi  but 
f  few  cultivate.  A  man,  many  thoughts  in  walk,  bed,  which  when 
^  he  has  his  pen  and  paper  he  cannot  recover.  Folly  of  fniPering 
f  reputation  to  depend  on  a  repartee  which  often  favours  the  dull, 

f  The  firft  principle  of  wit  out  of  qjir  power.    Scaliger's  genius. 

*  The  Englift — ^Mifery  of  writing  without  the  vein  then  flowing, 
f  The  happy  have  their  days,  and  the  unhappy,  and  the  genius 
'  the  happy,  who  has  flows  often  and  knows  their  value.  The 
'  little  power  men  have  over  their  efFufions  Genius  made  ancienxs 
f  attribute  to  impulfe/ 

The  hints  here  inferted,  were  indubitably  the  rudiments  of  a 
paper.  No.  loi,  in  the  Rambler,  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
Which  is  in  the  following  words  :  *  I  believe,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  it 
«  has  fomc  time  happened  to  others,  who  have  the  good  or  ill  fortune 

*  to  be  celebrated  for  wits,  to  fall  under  the  fame  cenfures  upon  the 
f  like  occafions.  I  hope»  therefore,  that  you  will  prevent  any  mif- 

*  reprefentations  of  fuch  failures,  by  remarking,  that  invention  is 

*  not  wholly  at  the  command  of  its  poiFeflbr ;  that  the  power  of 
'  pleafing  is  very  often  obftruded  by  the  defire  ;  that  all  expeda. 

*  tion  leflTens  farprife,  yet,  fome  furprife  is  neceflary  to  gaiety;  and 
'  that  thofc  who  defire  to  partake  of  the  pleafure  of  wit,  muft  con- 

*  tribute  to  its  produdion,  fince  the  mind  llagnates  witliout  external 

*  ventilation ;  and  that  efFervefcence  of  the  fancy,  which  flaihes  into 
f  tranfport,  can  be  raiC^d  only  by  the  infufion  of  diffimilar  ideas.* 
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^  ple^fur^  of  |2)k  ch^Q>  is  wixKh  he  Aewed  himfelf 
»  bcid  rider»  f^  he  either  leaped,  €U-  broke  through, 
m^y  pf  ^e  bedge9  ehut  obfixu(^^  him.  Thi^  he  did^ 
liiot  bfcaufe  he  was  c^ger  in  the  purfuit,  but»  »  he 
faid,  to  fave  the  trouble,  of  alighting  and  remounting. 
He  did  not  derive  the  pleafure  or  benefit  from  riding 
that  many  do :  it  had  no  tendency  to  rs^ifc  his  (pi- 
nts ^  ^d  he  once  told  m?  thsu:»  in  a  jpurney  on  hode-' 
b^ck,  he  fell  afleep*  In  the  exeirife  of  a  ceach  he 
had  great  delight,  it  afforded  him  the  indulgence 
of  indolent  pofturesji  and,  as  I  difcoycred  when  I 
haxe  had  him  in  my  own,  the  noife  of  it  afliftcd  hi* 
hearing  *• 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  but  that  thefe  indulgences 
were  a  great  relief  tp  Johnfon  in  his  declining  years} 
they,  ncverthelefs,  indifpof^d  him  for  n^^ditWQn  and 
fefle<^ion  i  and,  as  he  has  noted  in  his  diary,  affigning 
for  the  reafon  the  irregularity  of  the  family,  it  broke 
his  habit  of  early  rifing,  which  he  had  perfiAed  in 
from  new-year's  day  1765,  to  about  the  midlummer 
following  t*    It  is  poflible  that  the  family.  Had  the? 

been 

•  In  Dr.  Pope's  Wifti,  I  meet  with  tfie  following  noto :  •  I  htvt 

<  known  feverai  who  ccmld  he^r  hut  liule  \n  their  chanbers^  bm 

<  when  they  w^re  in  a  coach  rattUog  opoa  A«  Aoaes  hAvd  very 
'well.    I  alfo  knew  a  lady  in  BflTex,  wbofe  name  was  Tyrre!» 

*  whoj  while  (he  had  occafion  to  difcoufTe,  ufed  to  beat  a  grtat 
'  drum,  without  which  flie  coi^d  not  hear  at  all ;  the  f«afim 
«  whereof  is  this ;  the  mod  frequeat  eaofe  af  deafoefs  h,  the 
^  relaxation  of  the  tympanum  or  drum  of  the  ear»  whicht  faf  this 

*  violent  and  continual  agiution  of  the  air,  is  exteaied,  asd 

*  made  more  tight  and  fpringy«  and  better  refleds  founds,  Uhs  a 
^  drum  new  braced.' 

t  '  March  3.    I  have  never,  I  thank  God,  finee  aew  year*! 
«  day,  deviated  from  the  pra&ife  of  rifmg. 

.     '  In 
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been  ^ifpofed  to  it,  might  with  equal  truth  have  com- 
plained, that  he  was  little  lefa  irregular,  and  that,  if 
they  obliged  him  to  break  his  refolution  of  early 
rifing,  he  often  prevented  <hrir  retiring  to  reft,  at  a 
4fcafonable  hour,  that  he  might  not  want- the  gratifi-* 
cation  of  tea. 

About  this  time,  Johnfon  had  the  honour  of  a  cqq^ 
vef  fation  with  his  majefly,  in  the  library,  at  the  queen's 
houfe.  Whether  the  occafion  of  it  was  accidental,  or 
etherwife,  I  have  ney^r  been  informed  j  but  from  this 
account  of  it,  given  by  him,  it  afforded  him  great  fa- 
tisfaftion.  He  fpoko  to  me  of  the  king's  behaviour, 
in  terms  of  the  higheft  gratitude  and  approbation^ 
and  defcribed  it  as  equalling  in  grace  and  condefcen- 
fion  what  might  have  been  expected  from  Ijewis  the 
fourteenth,  when  the  manners  of  the  French  court 
were  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  cultivation.  The  public 
are  already  in  pofleflion  of  the  handibme  compliment 
which  his  majefty  made  him ;  I  will,  neverthelefs,  give 
it  here  a  place :  he  aflced  Johnibn,  if  he  intended  to 
give  the  world  any  more  of  his  compofitions;  Johnfon 
anfwered,  he  believed  he  Ihould  not,  for  that  he  . 
thought  he  had  written  enough ;  ^  I  ihould  have 
*  thought  fo  too,'  replied  his  majefty,  *  if  you  had 
'  not  written  fo  wellf/ 

Johnfon 

'  In  this  praAlce  I  perfifted  till  I  went  to  Mr.  Thrale's  feme 

<  time  before  midfoffimer :    the  irregularity  of  that  hmily  broke 

<  my  habit  of  riilng.     I  was  there  till  after  Michaelmas.' 

t  Many  iayings  of  princes  have  been  thought  worthy  of  re* 
cording.  I  recoiled  one,  of  George  the  fecond,  which>  for  the 
elegance  of  it,  deferves  to  be  remembered.  In  the  rebellion  in 
I745>  Mr.  Thomten,  a  Yorlcfhire  gentleman,  raifed,  at  his  own 
expence,  a  body  of  horfe,  and,  though  but  newly  married  to  a 

beautiful 
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Johnfon  was  now  approaching  towards  fixty.  He 
was  an  exa6t  computer  of  time^  and^  as  his  eflays 
abundantly  Ihew,  regretted  deeply  the  lapfc  of  thofe 
minutes  that  could  not  be  recalled,  and  though,  in 
his  own  judgment  of  hinifelf,  he  had  been  criminal 
in  the  wafte  of  it,  he  was  ever  refolving  to  fubtra£b 
from  his  fleep  thofe  hours  which  are  fitteft  for  ftudy 
and  meditation.  Numberlcfs  are  the  refolutions  that 
I  meet  with  in  his  diaries,  for  a  feries  of  years  back,  to 
rife  at  eight ;  but  he  was  unable,  for  any  long  conti- 
nuance, to  perform  them,  a  weaknefs,  lefs  inexcufable 
than  he  thought  it,  for  he  was  ever  a  bad  flecper, 
and  was  fufficiently  fenfible  of  his  infirmity,  in  that 
refpeft,  to  have  allayed  his  fcrupulofity,  had  he  not 
been  a  moft  rigorous  judge  of  his  aftions.  To  im- 
prefs  the  more  ftrongly  on  his  mind  the  value  of 
time,  and  the  ufe  it  behoved  every  wife  man  to  make 
of  it,  he  indulged  himfelf  in  an  article  of  luxury, 
which,  as  far  as  my  obfervation  and  remembrance 
will  ferve  me,  he  never  enjoyed  till  this  late  period 
of  his  life :  it  was  a  watch,  which  he  caufed  to  be 
made  for  him,  in  the  year  1768,  by  thofe  eminent 
artifts  Mudge  and  Dutton  :  it  was  of  metal,  and  the 
outer  cafe  covered  with  tortoife-lhcU ;  he  paid  for  it 
Icventeen  guineas.    On  die  dial-plate  thereof,  which 

beaatiful  young  woman>  headed  it>  and  joined  the  king's  army. 
After  ^the  defeat  at  Colloden,  he>  with  his  wife»  went  to  coort, 
where  being  feen  by  the  king»  who  had  noticed  Mrs.  Thornton, 
he  Hias  thus  accoiled  by  the  monarch :  '  Mr.  Thornton,  1  have 
'  been  told  of  the  fervices  yon  have  rendered  to  your  country,  and 
4  your  attachment  to  me  and  my  family^  and  have  held  myfelf  ob- 
'  liged  to  you  for  both ;  but  1  was  never  able  to  eftimate  the  degree 
'  of  the  obligation  till  now  that  I  fee  the  lady  whom  you  lef^ 
f  behind  you.* 

was 
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was  of  enamel,  he  caufed  to  be  infcribed,  in  the  ori- 
ginal Greek,  thefe  words  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  Nug 
yaf  i^x'^rm  *,  but  with  the  miftake  of  a  letter  /*  for 
V :  the  meaning  of  them  is,  '  For  the  night  cometh/ 
This,  though  a  memento  of  great  importance,  he, 
about  three  years  after,  thought  pedantic  $  he,  there** 
fgre,  exchanged  the  dial-plate  for  one  in  which  the  in* 
fcription  was  omitted. 

In  the  fame  year,  1768,  upon  the  eftablilhment  of 
the  royal  academy  of  painting,  fculpture,  &c.  Johnfon 
was  nominated  profeflbr  of  ancient  literature,  an  of- 
fice merely  honorary,  and  conferred  on  him,  as  it  is 
fuppofed,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  prcfident. 
Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds. 

In  the  variety  of  fubjefts  on  which  he  had  exer- 
•cifed  his  pen,  Johnfon  had  hitherto  forborne  to  med- 
dle with  the  difputes  of  contending  faftions,  which 
is  all,  that,  at  this  day,  is  to  be  underftood  by  the 
word  politics.  He  was  ever  a  friend  to  government, 
in  a  general  fenfe  of  the  term,  as  knowing  what  be- 
nefits fociety  derives  from  it  j  and  was  never  tempted 
to  write  on  the  fide  of  what  is  called  oppofition,  but 
at  a  period  of  his  life,  when  experience  had  not  enabled 
him  to  judge  of  the  motives  which  induce  men  to 
aflTume  the  charafters  of  patriots.  In  the  year  1769, 
he  faw  with  indignation  the  methods  which,  in  the 
bufinefs  of  Wilkes,  were  taken  to  work  upon  the  po- 
pulace, and,  in  1770,  publilhed  a  pamphlet,  intitled, 
*  The  falfe  alarm,'  wherein  he  afferts,  and  labours  to 
Ihew,  by  a  variety  of  arguments  founded  on  prece- 
Jicnxsy  that  the  expulfion  of  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 

*  Johxjj  chap.  ix.  v.  4. 

G  g  7  commonj^ 
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commons^  for  fuch  offences  as  he  had  been  coArifted 
of,  was  both  juft  and  feafonable^  and  that  no  fuch 
calamity  as  the  fubverlion  of  the  conflutution^  was  to 
t>e  feared  from  an  adj  that  had  ufage^  which  is  the 
law  of  parliament,  to  warrant  it.  The  non-^acquieC- 
cence  of  the  people  interefted  in  the  qiiellion,  is  ^ere- 
fore  branded  by  him  with  foUy  and  madnefe,  in  the 
following  animated  cxpreflions: — '  Every  artifice  of 
5  fedition  has  been  fince  praftifcd  to  awaken  difcon- 

*  tent,  and  inflame  indignation.  The  papers  of  every 
'  day  have  been  filled  with  the  exhortations  and  me- 
'  naces  of  faftion,  The  madnefs  has  fpread  through 
^  all  ranks  and  both  fexes  j  women  a^id  children  have 
'  clamoured  for  Mr.  Wilkes :  honcft  fimpli^ity  ha$ 
^  been  cheated  into  fury,  and  only  the  wife  have  ef- 
'  caped  the  infeftion/ 

To  ridicule  the  conduft  of  oppofitioh,  he  adopts 
a  term,  invented  by  the  leaders  thereof,  and  calls  the 
conjuncture  of  events,  at  the  time  of  which  he  is 
Ipeaking,  an  alarming  crifisy  but  endeavours  to  abate 
the  fears  of  its  termination,  by  alluding  to  pariiamcnr 
tary  decifions  apparently  partial,  and  fometimes  op^ 
prcffive  i  and  fbcwing,  that  the  vexation  excited  by 
injuftice,  fuffered,  or  fuppofed  to  be  fuffered,  by  any 
private  man  or  fingle  community,  was  local  and  tem^r 
porary.  This  pofition  he  illuftrates  by  the  following 
obfervation :  *  We  have  found  by  experience,  that 

*  though  a  fquire  has  given  ale  and  venifon  in  vain, 

*  and  a  borough  has  been  compelled  to  fee  its  deareft 

*  interefts  in  the  hands  of  him  whom  it  did  not  truft, 
^  yet  the  general  ftate  of  the  nation  has  continued  the 

*  fame.  The  fun  has  rifen,  and  the  com  has  grown, 
^  and  whatever  talk  has  been  of  the  dang;cr  of  pro^ 
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*  i^ty,  yet  ht  that  ploughed  the  Add  Gohnnioftly 
^  reaped  it,  iokd  he  that  built  th^  houfe  Wits  mdfter  of 
•^  the  door/ 

In  a  tone  itiore  graven  he  additffes  futh  Hs  afc  ca« 
pable  of  conviftion,  and  tells  them-^-that '  they  have 

*  as  much  happinefs  as  the  cl»nditk>n  bf  life  will  c@lfily 

*  receive  5  and  that  a  gbverhmtftt,  Of  Which  ah  tm^ 

*  hMtis,  or  unjuft)  fe|)refentatiotl  of  OrM  cemntf  oidy^ 

*  k  the  greateft  crinne  that  irtlfcr«ft  daA  dlfcorirj  » 
'  rtl^ice  eah  upbraid)  is  a  government  app^backing 

*  lieftrer  to  perfeftlon  than  atty  that  esiperiehce  hM 

*  fliewrt,  of  hiftoty  related/ 

The  pamphlet  concludes  with  feme  ftirewd  re* 
insu-ks  Grt  the  fupport  given  to  Jfa£lioli  by  th^  fee* 
t^rieD)  and  that  frigid  neutrality  of  the  tori^s  iri 
thk   btiflnefs,  which   he   c^nfures   in  thefe  words  i 

*  They  do  not  yet  confider  that  they  havt*  ftt  laft  A 

*  kilig.  Who  knows  not  iht  namtf  of  a  party,  and 

*  who  Wi!hes   to    be  the   comnion  father  of  his 

*  f)eopl€/ 

It  Was  not  to  be  imagined,  that  a  publication,  (b 
tilipdpular  as  this,  would  Idng  rerriain  unanfwered^ 
Of  many  anfwers  to  it,  one  alone  feemed  to  Johnfon 
Wi^rthy  ef  a  reply ;  but,  in  a  confultation  with  his 
fHeftdsj  hi  was  advifed'to  forbear.  Had  he  engaged 
ill  a.  vihdicatk)h  of  *  The  falfe  alarm,'  the  world 
might  poffiWy  have  been  entertained  with  a  fpeci- 
fften  of  his  abilities  in  controveriirf  writing,  in  which 
dUffe  lA  little  doubt  that  he  would  haVe  difplayed 
Ifi*  terTiper  and  perlpict^ity  of  Hooker,  the  ftrength 
ot  ChiUingWorth,  and  the  dextei^ity  of  Hoadly, 
thoogbi  ih  truths  he  was  no  friend  to  controverfy  5 

his 
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his  opinion  on  that  fubjefb  beings  that  it  feldom 
produced  convi&ion^'  that  an  impotent  argunient 
againft  a  book  was  bcft  refuted  by  iilence,  and  that 
it  is  want  of  policy  to  give  immorcality  to  that  which 
nuift  of  itfclf  expire. 

In  the  next  fucceeding  year^  a  fubjeft  of  more 
general  importance  to  the  interefts  of  this  country 
engaged  his  attention :  it  was  a  queition  beti;^een  us 
and  the  court  of  Spain,  touching  die  pre-difcovery, 
and,  confequendy,  the  right  of  dominion  over  certain 
iflands  in  the  South  feas,  known  to  us  by  the  name 
of  Pepys's  or  Falkland's  iflands,  and  to  the  Spa- 
niards by  that  of  the  Malouines,  fpots  of  earth  fo 
inconfiderable,  as  Johnfon  aflerts,  that  in  the  defert 
of  the  ocean  they  had  almoft  efcaped  human  nodce  1 
and  which,  if  they  had  not  happened  to  make  a  iea- 
mark,  had  perhaps  never  had  a  name.  Lord  Anion, 
in  his  voyage,  had  noticed  thefe  iflands,  and  the  re* 
lator  thereof  had  recommended  them  as  neceflTary 
to  the  fuccefs  of  any  future  expedition  againft  the 
coafl:  of  Chili,  and,  of  fuch  importance,  that  the  pof- 
feflion  of  them  would  produce  many  advantages  in 
peace  j  and  in  war  would  make  us  matters  of  the 
South  fea.  In  1748,  our  miniflry  fent  out  a  few 
floops,  for  a  fuller  knowledge  of  Pepys's  and  Falk- 
land's iflands,  and  for  further  difcoveries  in  the  South 
fea ;  but,  upon  a  remonllrance  of  Wall,  the  Sps^nifli 
ambaflador  here,  maintaining  the  right  of  his  mailer 
to  the  excluiive  dominion  of  the  South  fea,  they 
relinquiflied  part  of  their  original  defign,  and  our 
purpofe  of  fettling  there  was  difowned.  Thus  the 
Eiatter  reft^d,  till  lord  Egiiiont  was  appointed  to  the 
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dire^ion  of  our  naval  operationSj  who,  in  the  year 
1765,  fent  out  an  expedition,  the  commander  whereof 
took  poffeffion  of  Falkland's  ifland  in  the  name  of  his 
Britannic  majefly,  and  placed  a  garrifon  in  a  place 
of  defence,  to  which  he  gave  the  appellation  of  Port 
Egmont.  In  this  fetdement,  we  were  foon  after  dif- 
turbed ;  for  Madariaga,  a  Spanifh  commodore,  with 
five  frigates  and  a  train  of  artillery,  appearing  before 
the  ifland,  obliged  our  people  to  capitulate,  and  ob- 
tained pofTeflion.  This  event  was  no  fooner  known 
at  our  court,  than  hoftilities  againft  Spain  were  re* 
folved  on,  and  a  powerful  fleet  was  aflembled :  thefe 
preparations  brought  on  a  conference  between  prince 
Maflerano,  the  Spanifli  ambaflfador  here,  and  our  mi- 
niftcr,  and  afubfequent  negociation  at  Madrid,  between 
Mr.  Harris  our  minifter  there,  and  the  marquis  Gri- 
maldi:  the  refult  was,  a  difavowal  on  the  part 
of  Spain  of  the  violent  enterprife  of  Buccarelli,  the 
governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  had  fent  the  force 
that  dilpoflefled  the  Englifli,  and  a  promife  to  reftore 
the  port  and  fort  called  Egmont,  with  all  the  artillery 
and  ftores  therein,  but  with  a  declaration,  that  this 
engagement  fliould  not  afied  the  quefl:ion  of  the  prior 
right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malouine,  otherwife  called 
Falkland's  iflands*. 

The 

•  The  conference  at  London  wa«  with  lord  Rochford,  then 
fecretary  of  ibte  for  the  fouthem  department,  who,  in  difcourfe 
with  me,  gave  an  account  of  it  to  this  effed,  viz.  that  he  repre* 
fented  to  the  Spanifh  ambafTador,  that  the  inflexibility  of  iiij 
court  in  this  bufmefs  had  compelled  us  to  arm,  that  our  fleet 
was  manned,  and  the  officers  and  failors  impatient  for  a^on  ; 
that  the  nation  having  incurred  the  expeuce  of  a  naval  equipment^ 
would  hardly  be  fatisfied  without  a  trial  of  what  it  was  able  to 
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The  acquicfcenfce  of  our  court  in  thefe  conceflioni 
of  that  of  Madrid,  and  the  reference  of  a  difputable 
queftion  to  the  Greek  calends,  furniflied  the  leaders 
of  faftion  with  a  new  topic  for  clamour,  and  war  be- 
came the  cry.  The  heavy  burthen  of  debt,  incurred 
by  the  laft,  was  no  reafon  againft  a  new  one,  and  mil- 
lions were  to  be  expended,  and  thoufands  murdered, 
for  the  titular  Ibvereignty  of  an  ifland,  which  Johnfon 
thus  ftrongly  and  even  poetically  charafterifes  :— — 
'  A  bleak  and  gloomy  folitude,  an  ifland  thrown 
'  afide  from  human  ufe,  ftormy  in  winter,  and  barren 
^  in  fummer :    an  ifland  which  not  the  fouthern  fava- 

*  ges  have  dignified  with  habitation;  where  a  garriibn 

*  muft  be  kept  in  a  ftate  that  contemplates  with  envy 

*  the  exiles  of  Siberia;  of  which  the  expence  will  be 

*  perpetual,  and  the  ule  only  occafional,  and  which, 

*  if  fortune  fmilc  upon  our  labours,  may  become  a 

*  nefl:  of  fmiigglers  in  peace,  and  in  war  the  future 

*  refuge  of  buccaniers/ 

Thefe  are  his  fentiments  relpefting  the  incommo- 
dities  of  thisconteftedfcttlement:  againft  the  advan* 
tages  fuggefted  by  the  relator  of  Anfon's  expedition, 
whom  he  reprefents  as  having  written  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  heated  imagination,  he  oppofes  the  fol- 
lowing arguments,  founded  in  true  policy  and  found 
morality : 

*  That  fuch  a  fettlemcnt  may  be  of  ufe  in  war,  no 

*  man  that  confidcrs  its  fltuation  will  deny.     But  war 
^  is  not  the  whole  bufincfs  of  life ;    it  happens  but 


eSc& ;  and  that  a  refufal  of  conceflions  on  the  part  of  Spain  ^ 
ineviubly  bring  on  a  war  between  the  two  powers,  which>  as  k 
would  ba  confined  to  the  fea,  muft  prove  a  fhon  one. 

*  feldom^ 
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ieldom^  and  every  man,  cither  good  or  wife,  wiflics 
that  its  frequency  were  ftill  iefs.  That  condudt 
which  betrays  defigns  of  future  hoftility,  if  it  does 
not  excite  violence,  will  always  generate  malignity; 
it  muft  for  ever  exclude  confidence  and  friendlhip, 
and  continpe  a  cold  and  fluggifh  rivjjry,  by  a  fly 
reciprocation  of  indu:ed  injuries,  without  the  bra- 
very of  war,  or  the  fecurity  of  peace. 

*  The  advantage  of  fuch  a  fetdement  in  time  of 
peace  is,  I  think,  not  eafily  to  be  proved.  Fpr, 
what  ufe  can  it  have  but  of  a  ftation  for  cpntra- 
band  traders,  a  nurfery  of  fraud,  and  a  receptacle 
of  theft?  Narborough,  about  a  centu^  ago,  was  of 
opinion,  that  no  advantages  could  be  obtained  in  voy- 
ages to  the  South  fea,  except  by  fuch  an  armament 
as,  with  a  failor's  morality,  migbi  trade  by  force.  It 
is  well  known,  that  the  prohibitions  of  commerce 
are,,  in  thefe  countries,  to  the  lafb  degree,  rigorous, 
and  that  no  man,  not  authorized  by  the  king  of 
Spain,  can  trade  there  but  by  force  or  ftealth. 
Whatever  profit  is  obtained,  muft  be  gained  by 
the  violence  of  rapine,  or  dexterity  of  fraud. 

*  Government  will  not,  perhaps,  foon  arrive  at  fuch 
purity  and  excellence,  but  that  fome  connivance  at 
leaft  will  be  indulged  to  the  triumphant  robber  and 
fuccefsful  cheat.  He  that  brings  wealth  home,  is 
feldom  interrogated  by  what  means  it  was  obtained. 
This,  however,  is  one  of  thofe  modes  of  corruption 
widi  which  mankind  ought  always  to  ftruggle,  and 
which  they  may,  in  time,  hope  to  overcome.  There 
is  reafon  to  expeft,  that  as  the  world  is  more  en- 
lightened, policy  and  naorality  will  at  laft  be  recon- 
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*  cilcd,  and  that  nations  will  learn  not  to  do  ^hat 

*  they  would  not  fuffer. 

*  But  the  filent  toleration  of  fufpefted  guilt  is  a 
'  degree  of  depravity  far  below  that  which  openly  in- 

*  cites  and  manifeftly  protedts  it.     To  pardon  a  pi- 
'  rate  may  be  injurious  to  mankind  j  but  how  much 

*  greater  is  the  crime  of  opening  a  port  in  which  all 

*  pirates  will  be  fafe  ?   The  contraband  trader  is  not 

*  more  worthy  of  proteftion:  if,  with  Narborough,  he 

*  trades  by  force,  he  is  a  pirate ;  if  he  trades  fccredy, 

*  he  is  only  a  thief.     Thofe  who  honclUy  reftife  his 
^  traffic,  he  hates  as  obfbufkors  of  his  profit ;  and 

*  thofe  with  whom  he  deals  he  cheats,  becaufe  he 

*  knows  that  they  dare  not  complain.  He  lives  with  a 

*  heart  full  of  that  malignity,  which  fear  of  detedion 

*  always  generates  in  thofe  who  are  to  defend  unjufl 

*  acquifitions  againft  lawful  authority ;  and  when  he 

*  comes  home  with  riches  thus  acquired,  he  brings  a 

*  mind  hardened  in  evil,  too  proud  for  reproof,  and 

*  too  ftupid  for  refleftion  j   he  offends  the  high  by 

*  his  infolence,   and  corrupts  the  low  by   his  cx- 

*  ample.' 

To  filence  this  clamour,  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of  a 
wicked  and  malevolent  faction,  to  allay  the  diirfl  for 
human  blood,  and  to  bring  the  deluded  people  to  a 
fcnfe  of  their  true  intereft,  was  the  aim  of  Johnfon  in 
writing  this  moft  judicious  pamphlet :  he  fucceeded  in 
his  endeavour,  thp  miferies  of  war  were  averted,  the 
contraftors  difappointed,  and  a  few  months  rcftorcd 
the  populace  to  the  ufe  of  their  undcrftandings. 

In  a  review  of  the  feveral  particulars  herein  before 
related,  it  will  appear,  that  Johnfon's  courfe  of  life 
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was  very  uniform.  London  was  a  place  of  refidence 
which '  he  preferred  to  all  others,  as  affording  more 
intelligence,  and  better  opportunities  of  converfation 
than  were  elfewhere  to  be  found,  and  he  was  but  little 
delighted  either  with  rural  fcenes  or  manners.  No- 
velty, and  variety  of  occupations,  it  is  true,  were  objefts 
that  engaged  his  attention,  and  from  thefe  he  never 
failed  to  extraft  information.  Though  born  and  bred 
in  a  city,  he  well  underftood  both  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  agriculture,  and  even  the  management  of  a 
farm :  he  could  defcribe,  with  great  accuracy,  the  pro- 
cefs  of  malting ;  and,  had  neceflity  driven  him  to  it, 
could  have  thatched  a  dwelling.  Of  field  recreations, 
fuch  as  hunting,  fetting,  and  fliooting,  he  would  dif- 
courfe  like  a  fportfman,  though  his  perfonal  defefts 
rendered  him,  in  a  great  meafure,  incapable  of  de- 
riving pleafure  from  any  fuch  exercifes. 

But  he  had  taken  a  very  comprehenfive  view  of 
human  life  and  manners,  and,  that  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  and  purfuits  of  all  clafles  and 
charafters  of  men,  his  writings  abundantly  fhew. 
This  kind  of  knowledge  he  was  ever  defirous  of  in- 
creafing,  even  as  he  advanced  in  years :  to  gratify  it, 
he  was  acceffible  to  all  comerg,  and  yielded  to  the  in- 
vitations of  fuch  of  his  friends  as  had  refidences  in 
the  country,  to  vary  his  courfe  of  living,  and  pafs  the  * 
plcafanter  months  of  the  year  in  the  fliades  of  ob- 
fcurity. 

In  thefe  vifits,  where  there  were  children  in  the 
family,  he  took  great  delight  in  examining  them  as 
W  their  progrefs  in  learning,  or,  tp  make  ufe  of  a 
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term  almoft  obfoletc,  of  appofing  them  ••  To  tbis 
puxpofe^  I  once  heard  him  fay,  that  in  a  vilit  to  Mrs. 
Percy,  who  had  the  care  of  one  of  the  young  princes, 
at  the  queen's  houft,  the  prince  of  Wales,  being  then 
a  child,  came  into  the  room,  and  began  to  play  about; 
when  Johnfon,  with  his  lifual  curiofity,  took  an  op- 
portunity of  afking  him  what  books  he  was  reading, 
and,  in  particular,  enquired  as  to  his  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures :  the  prince,  in  his  anfwers,  gave  him 
great  fatisfaftion ;  and,  as  to  the  laft,  faid,  that  part  of 
his  daily  exercifes  was  to  read  Oftervald.  In  many 
families  into  which  he  went,  the  fathers  were  often 
defirous  of  producing  their  fbns  to  him  for  his  opi- 
nion of  their  parts,  and  of  the  proficiency  they  had 

*  To  appofe  figniiies  to  put  queftions.  Ingulphos*  abbot  of 
Croyland,  who  was  educated  in  the  old  fchool  of  the  abbey  of 
Weilininfter»  relates,  that  he  was  frequently  examined  in  this  man- 
ner by  Editha  the  wife  of  Edward  the  confeflbr :— *  Vidi  egoiilaa 

*  multotiens,  cum  patrem  meam  in  regis  curia  morantem  adhnc 

*  puer  inviferem,  et  fzpius  mihi  de  fcholis  venienti  de  Uteris  ac 

*  verfa  meo  apponebat»  cum  occorrerem,  et  libentiflime  de  gram- 

*  matica  foliditate  ad  logicam  levitatem>  qua  callebat,  declinansj 
'  com  argumentorum  fubtili  ligamine  me  conclufiflet*  femper 
'  tribus  aut  quatuor  nummis  per  ancillulam  numerads  ad  reginm 

*  pcna  tranfmifit>  et  refe£^um  dimifit.'— — Ingulphi  hiftoria,  inter 
fcriptores  poft  Bedam,  edit.  Lond.  1$^,  p«  509,  a. 

Which  pafTage,  Stow  in  his  annals»  fias  thus  rendered : 

*  I  have  feen  her  (faith  Ingulphus)  then,  when  being  yet  but  a 
'  boy,  I  came  to  fee  my  father  dwelling  in  the  king's  court.  And 
'  often  coming  from  fchool,  when  I  met  her,  ihe  would  appoie  me 

*  touching  my  learning  and  leflbn,  and  fiilUng  froni  grammar  to 
^  logicke,  wherein  ihe  had  fome  knowledge*  would  fobtilly  con- 

*  elude  an  argument  with  me,  and  by  a  hand^maiden  give  three  or 
«  foure  peeces  of  money,  and  fend  me  onto  the  place  where  I 
'  fliould  receivefome  viduals,  and  to  be  difiniffcd,' 
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made  at  fchool,  whicb^  in  frequent  inftances^  came  out 
to  be  but  fmall.  He  once  told  me,  that  being  at  the 
houfeofafricnd,  whofefon  in  his  fchool- vacation  was 
come  home,  the  father  fpoke  of  this  child  as  a  lad  of 
pregnant  parts,  and  faid,  that  he  was  well  verfed  in  the 
claflics,  and  acquainted  with  hiftory,  in  the  ftudy 
whereof  he  took  great  delight-  Having  this  infor- 
mation, Johnfon,  as  a  teft  of  the  young  fcholar's  at- 
tainments, put  this  queftion  to  him :-— — *  At  what 

*' time  did  the  heathen  oracles  ceafe?* The  boy, 

not  in  the  leaft  daunted,  anfwered  :— ^  At  the  diflb^ 
y  lution  of  religious  houfes.* 

By  the  exercife  of  fuch  offices  as  thefe;  by  his  dif* 
pofition  to  encourage  children  in  their  learning,  and 
joining  admonition  to  inftruftion,  to  exhort  them  to 
obedience  to  their  parents  and  teacl^ers,  Johnfon 
rendered  himfelf  a  welcome  gueft  in  all  the  families 
into  which  he  was  admitted,,  and,  in  various  ways,  did 
he  employ  his  talents  in  the  gratification  of  his  friends. 
A  gehdeman,  with  whom  he  had  maintained  a  long 
and  ftrift  friendlhip,  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his 
wife,  and  wiihed  Johnfon,  from  the  outlines  of  her 
cl^arafter,  which  he  fhould  give  him^^  and  his  own 
knowledge  of  her  worth,  to  compofe  a  monumental 
infcription  for  her :  he  returned  the  hufband  thanlgs 
for  the  confidence  he  placed  in  him,  and  acquitted 
himfelf  of  the  talk  in  the  following  fine  eulogium^ 
now  to  be  feen  in  the  parilh  church  of  Warford  in 
Hertfordfbire ; 
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In  the.  vault  below  ^^e  depofitcd  the  remains  of 

Janb  Bei^l,  wife  pf  John  Bell,  Ei%     . 

who,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  her  age, 

furroui^ded  with  jnany  worldly  bleffings, 

heard,  with  fortitude  and  (pompofure  truly  great, 

the  horrible  maladj^,  which  had  for  fome  time  begun  to 

afflifther, 

prqi^ounced  incurable  5 

and  for  more  than  three  years, 

endured  with  patience  and  concealed  with  decency, 

the  daily  torture?  of  gradual  death ; 

continued  to  divide  the  hours  not  allotted  to  devotion, 

between  the  cares  of  her  family,  and  the  converfe  of 

her  friends ; 

rewarded  the  attendance  of  duty, 

and  acknowledged  the  offices  of  afFeftion ; 

^nd  while  fhe  endeavoured  to  ^leviate  by  chcarfulnefi, 

her  hufband's  fufFerings  and  forrows, 

increafed  them  by  her  gratitude  for  his  care, 

and  her  folicitud?  fpr  his  quiet. 

To  the  memory  of  thefc  virtues, 
more  highly  honoured  as  more  familiarly  known, 
thi»  monument  is  erefted  by 
JoHJ*  Bell*. 

He  had  long  been  folicitcd  by  Mr,  James  Bofwell, 
9  native  of  Scotland,  and  one  that  highly  valued  him, 
to  accompany  him  in  a  journey  to  the  Hebrides,  or 
Weftern  iflands  of  th^t  kingdom,  as  to  a  part  of  the 
world  in  which  nature  was  to  be  viewed  in  her  rudeft 
^x\d  rnqft  terrific  formi    and  where,  whatever  was 

*  Shediedin  themo&ttiof  0£U)ber«  1771. 
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Vanting  to  delight  the  eye,  or  foothe  the  imaginations 
ivas  made  up  by  objefts  that  could  not  fail  to  expand 
it,  and  turn  delight  into  ailonilhment ;  and  being 
now,  in  the  year  1773,  his  own  mafter,  having  no 
literary  engagement  to  fulfS,  he  accepted  the  invi- 
tation.  He  began  the  tour  propofed,  in  the  autumn 
of  the  year  above-mentioned,  and,  computing  from 
the  eighteenth  day  of  Auguft,  when  he  left  Edin- 
burgh, to  the  ninth  of  November,  when  he  returned 
thither,  completed  it  in  feven  weeks  and  fix  days; 
and,  ^t  his  return  to  England,  drew  up  and  publiflied 
^  account  of  it. 

The  Weftern  iflands  of  Scodand  are  called  by  the 
ancient  geographers,  the  JEbudc  and  Hebrides. 
The  Scotch  hiftorians,  namely,  Heftor  Boethius, 
bilhop  Lefly,  Buchanan,  and  Johnfbn,  have  given  us 
little  more  concerning  them  than  their  names.  Cam- 
den has  given  a  general,  but  brief  defcription  of  them, 
and  ^aks  of  their  number  a$  about  forty-four ;  but 
bifhop  Gibfon  adds,  that  they  have  been  reckoned  at 
three  hundred,  in  which  computation  every  fpot  or 
iflet  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  included :  but  a  parti- 
cular defcripdon  of  the  Weftern  iflands  was  wanting 
to  the  world  till  the  year  1703,  when  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Martin^  publilhed  a  book  with  that  tide, 
containing  a  full  account  of  thofe  iflwids,  and  of  the 
government,  religion,  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof;  and  alfo,  *  of  the  lecond  fight  or  faculty  of 
'  fore-feeing  things  by  vifion,  fo  common  among 
*  them/ 

Of  this  writer  litdc  more  is  known,  than  that  of 
which  himfelf  feems  to  be  the  relator,  viz.  that  he 
was  born  in  one  of  tbc  mott /pacious  znd  fertile  ifles 
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In  the  w^  of  Scotland  s  and^  belides  his  liberal  edu- 
cation at  the  univerfity^  bad  the  adyantjigie  of  feeing 
foreign  places,  and  converfing  with  fome  of  the  royal 
fqciety ;  but  who,  neverthelefs,  fcans  to  have  been  a 
very  weak,  credulous,  and  fuperftitious  n^an,  an4 
notwithftanding  his  liberal  education,  with  refpc^ 
both  to  matter  and  form,  an  injudicious  writer.  The 
&me  perfon  had  a  few  years  bcfpre  made  a  voyage  to 
Sl  Kilda,  the  moft  remote  of  the  Weftern  iflands,  an4, 
Ifi  1698,  publilhed  a  defcription  thereof. 

The  defeds  of  Martin,  in  the  accounts  given  by 
him  of  the  Hebrides,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  fc- 
veral  ifles  fo  called,  sire  anfiply  fupplied  by  a  late 
traveller  thither, -Mr,  Pennant,  who,  in  the  years 
1769  and  1772  made  the  tour  of  Scotland,  and,  widi 
a  curious  and  penetrating  eye  remarked  all  that 
feems  to  have  been  worthy  of  notice,  refpefting 
either  the  fituation  of  the  fpots  by  him  defcribed, 
or  the  people  \vhom  neceflity  has  doomed,  or  par- 
ticular circumftances  have  led,  to  become  dwellers 
there. 

Thp  extent  of  thpfe  i(lands,  from  north  to  fouth, 
is  computed  at  two  hundred  miles,  ^nd  their  medium 
width  fuch  as,  were  they  one  continent,  would  m^e 
a  country  as  largp  as  Scotland.  Of  the  inhabitants, 
thofc  of  St.  Kilda  for  inftance,  fome  are  Chriftians, 
refembling,  both  in  their  religious  tenets  and  the  pu- 
rity of  their  lives,  thofeof  the  priniitive  times ;  others 
are  of  the  Romilh  communipo,  ar\d  the  reft  are  of 
that  denomination  of  proteftants,  who  adhere  to 
the  reformation  of  that  furious  bigot  J<An  Knox. 
The  civil  conftitution  of  thpfe  feyeraj  ^^^  ^f  land, 
for  countries  they  are  not  tp  be  called,  is  unjfonn : 
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it  is  feudatory,  and  of  this  the  many  caftles  and 
places  of  defence,  every  where  vifible  among  them^ 
in  which  their  lords  and  chieftains  refide,  are  evident 
[MX>ofs.  In  extent  of  land  they  differ  greatly :  Sky, 
the  largeft  of  them,  is  above  fixty  meafured  miles 
long ;  but,  the  ^eater  number  of  them  are  lels  than 
four  miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth.  lona,  or 
Icolmkill,  is  but  two  miles  long  and  one  broad,  yet,  it 
was  once  an  epifcopal  feat,  and  had  on  it  a  cathedral 
and  a  place  of  fepulture,  in  which  no  fewer  than 
forty-eight  Scottilh,  eight  Norwegian,  and  four  Irilh 
kings,  are  interred  ;  and  alfo,  two  monadic  eftablilh- 
ments,  the  one  for  men,  the  other  for  women  :  the 
ruins  of  thefe  edifices  are  yet  remaining,  and  may  be 
feen,  accurately  delineated,  in  Mr.  Pennant's  /  Tour 
^  in  Scotland,  and  Voyage  to  the  Hebrides,*  made 
in  177  a,  and  publiflied  in  1774.  Others  of  thefe 
ifles  are  yet  fmaller :  Cannay  is  three  miles  by  one, 
and  StafTa  is  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and 

'  has  but  one  houfe. 

The  fituation  of  thefe  iflands,  in  the  bofom  of  the 
deep,  expofed  to  howling  winds,  and  beating  waves 
that  excavate  their  very  foundations,  and  rains  whofc 
intermifllon  is  little  more  than  cafual,  together  with 
the  inconveniences  of  an  exciiion  from  the  continent, 
is  a  circumftance  fo  much  againft  them,  as  to  deprive 
the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  greateft  focial  conft- 
forts,  and  the  poflibility  of  fubfifting  under  the  want 
of  them  is  hardly  conceivable.  It  is  true,  that  in 
fome  of  the  iflands,  neareft  the  continent,  the  neceffa- 
ries,  and  fome  of  the  luxuries,  of  life  are  attainable,  by 
a  conununication  with  the  neareft  fliore ;  but  extreme 

:  indigeoceis  the  lot  of  all  the.  iflanders,  excepting  their 
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chieftains,  and  the  proprietors  of  land  held  in  feudal 
iubjedion  immediately  under  them.  In  the  fubordi- 
nate  ranks,  the  condition  of  the  people  is  fo  forlorn 
and  defVitute,  that,  were  it  not  that  they  are  as  virtuous 
s^nd  innocent  as  they  are  poor,  they  muft  be  deemed 
the  moft  wretched  inhabitants  of  the  earth  *. 

The 

*  Martin,  a  writer,  that  in  mere  matters  of  fa^  may  be 
CruHedy  in  his  voyage  to  St.  Kilda  relates  a  variety  of  parti- 
culars refpe^ting  that  iiland  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  Of  the 
iiland  he  fays,  that  it  is  two  miles  long,  one  broad,  and  five  in 
circumference,  and  is  one  hard  rock,  with  earth  from  fix  inches  to 
three  foot  deep  ;  but  with  not  a  tree,  nor  even  a  ihrub  thereon. 
Of  the  iiihabiunts,  and  their  manner  of  living,  he  gives  a  de- 
fcription,  which,  being  abridged,  has  furniihed  the  fbUowing 
account.  They  are  computed  at  about  one  hundred  and  eighty : 
they  obferve  the  chriftian  Sabbath,  and  believe  in  God  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have  three  chapels  covered  with 
thatch,  and  in*one  of  them  a  brazen  crucifix,  on  which  they  fwear, 
and  contract  matrimony  :  they  fpeak  the  Erfe  language,  are  cha- 
ritable to  each  other,  and  ihew  great  humanity  to  fhipwrecked 
fbangers.  The  head  of  the  Mac-Leod  family  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  iiland,  who  governs  it  by  his  flewanl.  Though  they  have 
(heep  and  a  few  oxen,  their  chief  food  is  Solan  geefe  and  their 
eggs,  both  which  they  come  at  by  climbing  the  rocks  at  the  peril 
of  their  lives :  to  take  them  they  are  fufpended  from  the  precipices 
by  ropes  of  an  immenfe  length,  covered  with  falted  cow-hides,  of 
which  there  are  only  three  on  the  i(lan4,  which  are  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  all  the  dwellers  thereon.  When  they  climb  the  rocb, 
it  is  with  their  elbows>  their  backs  being  to  the  rock.  The  dreft 
of  the  women  is  partly  linen,  and  partly  plaid:  they  wear  fliocs 
only  in  winter,  and  thofe  the  (kins  of  the  neck  of  the  Solan  goofe ; 
that  part  wMch  covers  the  head  of  the  fowl  ferving  for  the  heeL 
Their  bread  is  made  of  barley  or  oats,  and  their  drink  water  or 
whey.  They  have  only  one  fteel  and  tinder-box  on  the  whole  iilan^ 
and  that  is  private  property.  The  women  are  beautiful  and  inno- 
cent, and  the  inhabitants  in  general  courteous :  their  ordinary  form 
of  fs^lutation,  '  God  fave  you/    In  common  with  the  people  of  tht 

northern 
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The  circumftanccs  of  difcrimination  between  thefc 
people  and  the  reft  of  mankind,  are  fo  many,  and  their 
charafters,  by  confequence,  fo  different,  their  manners 
and  cuftoms  fo  fingular,  and  their  mode  of  life  fo  in- 
confiftent  with  all  that  can  be  conceived,  even  in  the 
lowtft  degree  of  civilization,  that  we  are  not  to  feek 

for, 

northern  regions,  they  have  a  vein  of  poetry,  that  is  to  fay,  a 
faculty  in  rhyming,  and  are  lovers  of  mufic  and  dancing,  but  know 
DO  inftrument  fave  the  jews'  harp. 

The  feme  author,  in  his  latter  publication,  'The  defcription of 

*  the  Weftern  iflcs,'  gives  a  plcafant  account  of  an  inhabitant  of 
St.  Kilda,  who,  being  prevailed  on  to  accompany  fome  traders  to 
Glafgow,was  aftonifhed  at  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  that  city.    His  relation  is  as  follows : 

'  Upon  his  arrival  at  Glafgow,  he  was  like  one  that  had  dropped 
'from  the  clouds  into  a  new  world,  whofe  language,  habit,  &c 
<  were,  in  all  refpefb^  new  to  him :  he  never  imagined  that  fuch 
'  big  houies  of  ftone  were  made  with  hands ;  and,  for  the  pave* 
'  ments  of  the  flreets,  he  thought  it  mufl  needs  be  altogether  ua- 
'  tural ;  for  he  could  not  believe  tliat  men  would  be  at  the  pain* 
'  to  beat  (lones  into  the  ground  to  walk  upon.     He  flood  dumb  at 

*  the  door  of  his  lodging  with  the  greateft  admiration  ;  and,  whci^ 
'  he  faw  a  coach  and  two  horfes,  he  thought  it  to  be  a  little  houfe 

*  they  were  drawing  at  their  tail  with  men  in  it ;  but  he  condemned 

*  the  coachman  for  a  fool  to  fit  fo  uneafy,  for  he  thought  it  fafer 
*,  to  fit  on  the  horfe's  back.  The  mechanifm  of  the  coach-wheel, 
'  and  its  running  about,  was  the  greateft  of  all  his  wonders. 

'  When  he  went  through  the  fbeets,  he  defired  to  have  one  to 
'  lead  him  by  the  hand.  Thomas  Rofs  a  merchant,  and  others, 
'  that  took  the  diverfion  to  carry  him  through  the  town,  aiked  his 
'  opinion  of  the  high  church.     He  anfwered,  that  it  was  a  large 

*  rock,  yet,  there  were  fome  in  St.  Kilda  much  higher,  but  that 

*  thefc  were  the  beft  caves  he  ever  faw ;  for  that  was  the  idea 
''  which  he  conceived  of  the  pillars  and  arches  upon  which  the 
'  church  flands.  When  they  carried  him  into  the  church,  he  was 
'  yet  more  furpri&d,  and  held  up  his  hands  with  admiration, 
'  wondering  how  it  was  poflible  for  men  to  build  fuch  a  prodigiooi 

'  &bric« 
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for  the  motives  which,  at  different  dmes^  have  induced 
travellers  to  vifit  them. 

The  iflands  which  Johnfon  and   his  friend  faw, 
though  few  in  comparifon  with  the  whole  number^ 


fabriCyWUch  he  fnppofed  to  be  the  largeH  in  the  oniverfe.  He 
could  not  imagine  what  the  pews  were  defigned  for*  and  he 
fancied  the  people  that  wore  zaaJkji,  (not  knowing  whether  they 
were  men  or  women)  had  been  guilty  of  fome  ill  thing,  for 
which  they  dared  not  Ihew  their  faces.  He  was  amazed  at 
women's  wearing  patches,  and  fancied  them  to  have  been  blifl 
ters.  Pendailts  feemed  to  him  the  mo&  ridiculous  of  all  things  : 
he  condemned  perriwigs  mightily,  and  much  more  the  powder 
ufed  in  them :  in  fine,  he  condemned  all  things  as  fuperfluous  be 
bw  not.  in  his  own  country.  He  looked  with  amazement  on 
every  thing  that  was  new  to  him.  When  he  heard  the  church 
bells  ring,  he  was  under  a  mighty  confternation,  as  if  the  fabric 
of  the  world  had  been  in  great  diforder.  He  did  not  think 
there  had  x  been  fo  many  people  in  the  world  as  in  the  city  of 
Glafgow  ;  and  it  was  a  great  myftery  to  him  to  think  what^they 
could  all  deiign  by  living  (b  many  in  one  place.  He  wondered 
how  they  could  all  be  furnifhed  with  provifion ;  and  when  he 
faw  big  loaves,  he  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  bread, 
iione,  or  wood.  He  was  amazed  to  think  how  they  could  be 
provided  with  ale,  for  he  never  faw  any  there  that  drank  water. 
He  wondered  how  they  made  them  fine  cloaths ;  and  to  fee 
ilockings  made  without  being  fifil  cut,  and  afterwards  fewn,  ¥vas 
no  fmall  wonder  to  him.  He  thought  it  foolifh  in  women  to 
wear  thin  filks,  as  being  a  very  improper  habit  for  fuch  as  pre- 
tended to  any  fort  of  employment.  When  he  (aw  the  womens' 
feet,  he  judged  them  to  be  of  another  fhape  than  thofe  of  the 
men,  becaufe  of  the  different  fhape  of  their  fhoes.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  heels  of  fhoes  worn  by  men  or  women ;  and, 
when  he  obferved  horfes  with  fhoes  on  their  feet,  and  faftened 
with  iron  nails,  he  could  not  forbear  laughing,  and  thought  it 
the  moil  ridiculous  thing  that  ever  fell  under  his  obfervatioB. 
He  longed  to  fee  his  native  country  again,  and  pafTionately 
wifhed  it  were  blefTed  with  ale,  brandy,  tobacco  and  iron,  ss 
Glafgow  was.* 


were 
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Were  Ibmc  of  the  ifnoft  confiderable  of  the  Hebrides ; 
and  his  mann)(r  of  defcfibing  them  and  the  inhabit 
tants>  as  aElfo,  his  reception^  is  entertaining ;  but  it  is 
not  enough  particular  to  render  it  intelligible  to  a 
itrangen  In  the  relation  of  hiftorical  faAs,  and  local 
circumftances,  Johnfon  delighted  not :  whatever  in- 
telligence came  in  his  way,  furnilhed  him  with  mat- 
ter ^orredeftion,  and  his  book  is  rather  a  difquifition 
ion  Hebridian  manners,  than  fuch  a  defcription  of 
the  iflands  and  the  people  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
give. 

As  an  inftance  of  Johnfon's  inattention  to  hifto« 
rical  fafts,  let  me  mention  his  account  of  Icolmkill  ♦, 
called  alfo  lona,  which,  though  introduced  by  a  fen- 
ciment  that  is  admired  for  its  piety  and  pathos  of 
cxpreffi6n,  is  fo  abrupt,  as  to  difpleafe.  He  calls  it 
that  illuftrious  ifland  which  was  once'  the  luminary 
of  the  Caledonian  regions,  whence  favage  clans  and 
roving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge, 
and  the  bleflings  of  religion ;  but  who  can  read  thus 
much,  Concerning  a  fpot  fo  dignified,  without  wiihing^ 
that  the  aiithor  had  mentioned  a'  few  of  thofe  hifto- 
rical particulars,  on  which  his  refleftions  are  founded  ? 
He  might  have  told  us  from  Bede,  that  the  ifland 
takes  its  name  from  Columb,  an  abbot,  who,  about 

*  Martin  fays,  that  the  word  Kill  in  the  Iri(h  or  Erfer language 
figniiies  a  church;  if  then  we  rejefl  the  prepofition  I,  and  call  ic 
Columkillj  we  feem  to  have  an  intelligille  name  for  it,  i.e.  Co- 
lamb's  church  ifland.  He  farther  relates,  that  the  churchei  and 
the  monaftery  were,  by  the  kings  of  Scotland,  endowed  with  re* 
venues  to  the  amount  of  4000  marks  a  year.  But,  whoever  wilhet 
for  fatisfadUon  in  this,  and  many  other  particulars  refpeddng  this 
ifland,  will  receive  it  in  the  peruialof  Mr.  Pennant's  Voyage  to  tht 
Hebrides. 

^  the 
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die  year  565^  came  from  Ireland^  and  preached  tke 
Gofpel  to  the  northern  PiAs,  and  was  called  the 
apoftle  of  the  Pifts,  and  that  Melifchen  their  kingj 
being  converted  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  gave  the  abbot 
the  iQe  of  lona,  by  Bede  called  Hy  or  Hu,  who  built 
two  churches  thereon,  in  one  whereof  he  is  interred^ 
and  alfo  a  monaftery. 

Bede  flourifhed  about  734,  and  may  be  faid  to 
fjpcdk  from  recent  authority.  Bilhop  Gibfon  has  re- 
c(^nifed  his  account,  and  adds,  that  in  a  little  village 
here,  or  hereabout,  named  Sodor,  or,  as  others  call  it, 
Soa,  a  bilhop's  fee  was  erefted^  from  which  all  the 
adjacent  ifles,  including  lona,  took  the  name  of  So- 
dorenfes :  the  jurifdidtion  thereof^  he  clfewhere  fays, 
was  given  to  the  biihep  of  the  ifle  of  Man,  and  hence 
arifes  the  compound  appellative,  bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  particulars,  he,  how- 
ever. Hands  corredtcd  in  a  relation  cited  by  Mr.  Pen- 
nant, and  founded  on  good  authority,  purporting, 
that  din-ing  the  time  that  the  Norwegians  were  in 
poflellion  of  the  ifles,  they  divided  them  into  two 
parts  J  the  northern,  which  comprehended  all  that  lay 
to  the  north  of  a  certain  promontory,  and  were,  there- 
fore, called  the  Norderys ;  and  rhe  fouthern,  which 
were  thofe  that  lay  to  the  fouth  thereof,  and  were,  for 
a  fimilar  reafon,  called  the  Suder)^s,  Voyage  to  the 
Hebrides,  257. 

I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  that,  in  writing  the 
account  of  his  journey  to  the  Weftern  iflands,  John- 
fon  had  in  his  eye  one  of  the  mod  delightful  books  of 
the  like  kind  in  our  language,  '  Maundrell's  journey 
*  from  Aleppo  to  Jerufalem.*  The  motives  that  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  a  labour  fo  formidable  to  a. 

man 
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inati  of  his  age,  as  his  tour  mud  be  thought,  I  will 
not  enquire  into:  doubtlcfs,  curiofity  was  one  of 
them ;  but,  it  was  curiofity  dire£ted  to  no  peculiar 
objeA.  He  was  neither  an  antiquary  nor  a  natura- 
lift;  he  had  little  acquaintance  with  the  treafures 
which  lie  below  the  furface  of  the  earth ;  and  for 
the  ftudy  of  botany  he  never  difcovered  the  leaft  re- 
lilh.  If  any  particular  fubjeft  may  be  faid  to  have 
engaged  his  attention,  it  muft  have  been  the  manners 
of  a  people  of  whom  he  knew  little  but  by  report, 
the  knowledge  whereof  might  furnifh  him  with  new 
topics  for  refledion  and  difquifition,  an  exercife  of 
his  mental  powers  which,  of  all  others,  he  nwft  de- 
lighted in.  That  in  this  employment  he  has  con- 
duced himfelf  with  that  impartiality  which  becomes  a 
lover  of  truth,  the  natives  of  the  kingdom  he  vifited 
deny;  and,  that  he  carried  out  of  this  country  the  tem- 
per of  a  man  who  hoped  for  an  hofpitablc  reception 
among  ftrangers,  few  are  fo  hardy  as  to  affert.  Accord- 
ingly, we  find  in  his  narrative  an  intermixture,  not  only 
of  praife  and  blame,  but  of  gratitude  and  inveftive. 

The  volume  which  this  tour  gav.e  birth  to  may  pro- 
perly be  called  a  diflertation,  for  it  has  fcarcely  any 
fafts,  and  confifts  chiefly  in  propofitions  which  he 
hunts  down,  and  enlivens  with  amufing  difquifition.  As 
he  fays  himfelf,  on  another  occafion,  the  negative  cata- 
logue of  particulars  is  very  copious :  what  he  did  notice, 
what  he  could  not  learn,  what  he  would  not  believe,  what 
he  did  not  enquire  about,  and  what  he  is  not  fure  of, 
altogether  form  a  confiderable  enumeration.  Yet  the 
merit  of  this  trad  is  great ;  for,  though  I  will  admit 
that  no  one  going  his  route  could  derive  from  him 
direflion  or  intelligence;    though  no  remembrance 

Vol*  I.  I  i  could 
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could  be  refreflied,  nor  remarks  corroborated;  bc- 
caufe  his  web  was  Ipun,  not  from  objefts  that  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  his  view,  but  from  his  own  pre- 
exiftent  ideas;  I  am  convinced,  that  every  body  muft 
have  regretted  the  omiflion,  had  he,  for  any  reafon> 
withheld  fo  entertaining  a  feries  of  refledkions. 

A  reference  to  the  work  will  difcover  both  the 
caufe  and  effeft  of  the  confined  obfervation  that 
ftiuft  be  remarked  in  it:  he  profeffes  his  views  to 
be  direfted  to  life  and  manners :  of  the  fomner,  if 
taken  in  its  general  fenfe,  he  could  obtain  a  very  ina- 
dequate knowledge  who  was  entertained  by  the  opu- 
lent, at  the  beft  houfcs,  with  the  beft  fare  of  the 
country,  and  who,  while  he  fufFered  no  inconveni- 
ence within  doors,  enquired  after  little  without ;  and, 
of  the  latter  he  could  gain  little  information,  for  the 
manners  he  moft  clofely  obfervcd  were  imported  from 
die  places  where  fouthern  elegance  is  taught.  His 
known  love  of  eafe  precluded  him  from  intelligence: 
all  deficiencies  by  which  he  could  fufFer,  the  natural 
hofpitality  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was  a  gueft,  tempo- 
rarily fupplied  or  concealed,  and  happy  was  it  for  him 
that  he  found  not  the  fame  prejudices  that  he  carried 
with  him. 

In  all  Johnfon's  difquifitions,  whether  argumentative 
or  critical,  there  is  a  certain  even-handed  jufticc  that 
leaves  the  mind  in  a  ftrange  perplexity.  When  he 
Ipeaks  of  the  paucity  of  trees  in  Scotland,  his  indig- 
nation feems  excited  at  the  fupinenefs  it  manifcfted- 
He  fays  —  *  to  drop  a  feed  into  the  ground  can  coft 

*  nothing,  and  th&  trouble  is  not  great  of  prote6ting 

*  the  young  plant  till  it  is  out  of  danger.'- In  this 

the  reader  willingly  acquiefces,  and  wonders,  with 

Johnlbn, 
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Johnfon,  that  plantation  is  neglefted,  till  he  is  told  in 
the  cenclufion  of  the  paragraph,  that  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed difficult,  where  there  is  neither  wood  for  pali* 
fades,  ijor  thorns  for  hedges.  He  again,  in  a  fubfe* 
quent  page,  refumes  the  fame  kind  of  fatirical  admi- 
ration, which  he  balances  by  obferving,  that  the  land 
which  covers  future  forefts  cannot  be  arable.  This 
alfo  is  fatisfaftory :  the  queftion  of  firft  importance 
certainly  is — ^Where  Ihall  com  grow  ?  —no  one  will 
deny,  that  food  muft  be  fecured,  before  the  delights 
of  foliage,  or  the  emoluments  of  timber  are  thought 
of.  But  all  our  wonder  and  regret  at  national  inac- 
tivity, is  diflipated,  when  we  are  told,  that  Sir  James 
Macdonald  had  made  an  experiment  by  planting 
fevcral  millions  of  trees,  which  the  want  of  fences  to 
keep  the  cattle  off,  had  rendered  abortive.  Thus  it 
is  that  he  frequently  raifes  an  edifice,  which  appears 
founded  and  fupportcd  to  refift  any  attack  5  and  then, 
with  the  next  ftroke,  annihilates  it,  and  leaves  the  va- 
cuity he  found. 

With  refpeft  to  the  inaccuracy  he  has  been  charged 
with,  it  muft,  in  juftice,  be  imputed  to  the  defeft  of 
his  perceptions :  he  neither  faw  nor  heard  clearly; 
and,  though  this  might  be  urged  againft  his  attempt- 
ing to  relate  what  he  had  met  with  or  been  told,  it 
muft  be  admitted  in  excufe  for  any  mif-reprefenta- 
tion  i  fince  no  one  could  acquire  credit  by  doubting 
the  uniform  veracity  of  Johnfon.  He  candidly  con- 
feiles  his  inability,  whenever  he  fufpefted  it;  and 
owns,  that  his  thoughts  are  the  thoughts  of  one  who 
has  feen  little. 

I  wifli  I  could  as  readily  apologize  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  fpcak*  of  the  peopl<^  of  that  part  of  Scot- 

li  a  land 
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land  he  vifited.  He  fecms  to  think  a  barren  foil 
difgraceful  to  the  proprietors;  and  his  averfion  is 
moft  excited^  where  he  finds  the  comforts  of  life  moft 
fparingly  bellowed  :  where  he  meets  with  refinement, 
he  is  placid^  and  is  unwilling  to  depart  from  elegance; 
but,  when  he  is  difpleafed,  or  unfatisfied,  he  exprcflcs 
himfelf  with  a  keennefs  of  fatire,  which,  however  it 
may  delight  by  its  poignancy,  is  not  to  be  juftified ; 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  very  highly,  not  only  of 
the  kindnefs  which  confulted  his  humour,  but  of  that 
temper  and  forbearance  which  reftrained  thofe  peribns 
who,  while  they  were  endeavouring  to  gratify  him, 
received  indubiuble  proof  of  his  antipathy  to  their 
country. 

But  it  is  due  to  him  to  take  notice,  that  in  civility 
he  has  prefcrved  the  fame  equilibrium  as  in  argu- 
ment. If  he  has  ftigmatized  Scotland  as  a  country, 
and  the  Scots  as  a  people,  his  compliments  to  indi- 
viduals, in  fome  meafure  atone  for  it:  they  are  judi- 
cious>  elegant,  and  well  conceived,  and  exprcfs  the 
fenfe  of  gratitude  proportioned  to  the  favours  he 
experienced. 

I  will  not  repeat,  for  I  do  not  wi(h  to  perpetuate, 
thofe  paflages  that  have  given  difguR.  I  have  ever 
elteemed  the  Scots  as  a  brave,  ufeful,  and  virtuous 
people,  and  fbould  be  very  forry  if  they  imagined 
Jrfinfon*s  prejudices  common  to  their  fouthem 
neighbours^  If,  in  his  journey  acrofs  their  continent, 
he  had  remembered,  that  a  very  commendable  and 
well-direfted  fpirit  of  literary  induftry  had  diftin« 
guifhed  them,  and,  when  among  the  Hebridians,  that 
a  perpetual  ftruggle  againft  difficulties,  and  a  pa- 
tient toleration  of  irremediable  evils,  is  eminently 
3  laudable. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.   SAMUEL  JOHNSON.    485 

lauda(ble»  I  am  perfuaded  he  would  have  miia:en 
with  lefs  afperity,  and  that  his  remarks  would  not 
have  given  that  offence  which  I«canaot  but  own  well 
founded. 

It  is  no  lefs  to  be  lamented^  that  he  left  not  behind 
him  thofe  prejudices  agatnft  the  ecclefiaftical  eftab- 
liJhment  of  Scotland  and  the  religious  perfuafion  of 
the  people,  which,  though  in  England  they  gave  little 
offence,  could  not,  in  that  kingdom,  be  indulged 
without  the  fulpicion  of  bigotry.  It  is  pretty  well 
agreed  that,  betweenthe  church  of  England  and  that 
of  Scotland,  the  queftions  in  difpute  relate  not  to 
doArines,  but  to  difcipline^  which,  in  the  judgment 
of  many  fober  perfons,  is  numbered  among  things 
indifferent.  Being  in  a  country  of  which  Chriftianity, 
in  its  utmoft  purity,  is  the  religion,  it  might  have  been 
expefted,  that  Johnfbn,  with  a  true  eatholic  fpirit, 
and  as  a  teflimony  of  refpedt  for  their  teachers,  would 
occafionally  have  been  prefent  at  divine  fervice  in 
their  churches ;  but  his  narrative  contains  not  tht 
leaft  hint  of  any  fuch  compliance,  though  he  has 
noted  his  joining  in  public  worfhip  at  the  EngUih 
pon-juring  epifcopal  chapel  at  Aberdeen  *. 

From  a  tour  to  which  he  had  no  ftronger  an  inceq« 
tive,  from  which  he  was  fo  little  able  to  extraft  plea^ 
iure,  and  which  had  occaHoned  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
enjoyments  he  found  in  a  metropolis,  it  feems  at  firil 
wonderful,  that  he  ihould  have  returned  fatisfied: 

*  For  this  condticeniion  be  would  hmye  had  the  example  of  Mr* 
Richard  Baxter,  a  man  whom  he  profeiTed  to  admire,  who,  as  I 
have  been  credibly  infooned,  to  teftify  his  charity  towacds  thofe 
from  whom,he  diiTented  in  ppinionj  was  wont,  onc^  }n  eycry  year^ 
fo  9ommmucate  wit^  the  ^ftabliihed  chur^t 
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that  he  did  fo  is  certain  j  and  it  muft  be  attributed 
to  the  gratification  he  felt  in  the  rcfpeft  that  had  been 
paid  to  him,  in  feeing  the  celebrity  he  had  acquired, 
and  in  increafing  the  ftockof  his  ideas. 

Had  Johnfon  been  more  explicit  in  his  acknow-* 
ledgments  of  the  hofpitable  and  courteous  treatment 
he  experienced  from  a  people,  who  had  reafbn  to 
look  on  him  rather  as  a  fpy  than  a  traveller,  and 
might  h^ve  faid  to  him — ^  To  difcover  the  naked* 
*  ncfs  gf  the  iand  are  ye  come/ — he  would  have 
given  a  proof^  that  he  had,  in  fome  degree,  overcome 
his  prejudices  againlt  them  and  their  country  j^  bu( 
they  feemed  to  be  unconquerable. 

One  of  the  laft  duties  we  learn,  is  that  of  confi-^ 
dering  mankind  as  one  great  family,  and  the  natives 
of  foreign  countries,  however  differing  from  us  in 
opinions,  manners,  cuftoms,  and  other  particulars,  a^ 
ftanding  in  the  fame  relation  with  ourlelv^  to  the 
corrimon  Father  of  us  all :  a  duty  which  leads  us,  a^ 
Thompfon  elegantly  expreffes  it,  to 

^ fcan  our  nature  with  a  brother's  eye/ 

Johnfon's  prejudices  were  too  ftrong  to  permit  him 
to  extend  his  philanthropy  much  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  native  country,  and  the  pale  of  his  own  church ; 
and,  that  he  was  unable  to  conqxier  his  habits  of  think- 
ing and  judging,  is  the  only  apology  that  can  be  offered 
for  his  afperity  towards  the  people  whofe  country  and 
manners  he,  in  his  journey  above  fpoken  of,  has  taken 
upon  him  to  defcribe  j  or  that  he  ha^s  forborne  to 
difplay  any  fuch  generous  fcntiments  refpefting  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  as  others  have  done  who  have 

vifited  that  country. 
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In  the  clofe  of  his  book  he  migjK  have  at  large 
exprefled  fome  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  manj 
coiirtefics  that  had  been  fhewn  Kim.  He  might  at 
Jeaft  have  faid,  •  the  barbarom  people  (hewed  us 

*  much  kindnefs  \  but  the  laft  paragraph  is  frigid 
and  unanimated  to  an  excefs  of  affeftation^  and  muft 
ever  fuffer  by  a  compariibn  with  the  conclufion  of 
Mr.  Pennant's  Tour,  which,  as  well  for  its  elegance, 
as  the  benevolent  fpirit  which  it  evidences,  I  here 
infert, 

^  I  look  back  to  the  North,  and  with  a  grateful 
^  mind  acknowledge  every  benefit  I  received,  from 

*  the  remoteft  of  the  Hebrides  to  the  prefent  fpot  1 

*  whether  I  think  of  the  hofpitality  of  the  rich,  or 
^  the  efforts  of  unblameable  poyerty,  ftraiping  every 

*  nerve  to  accommodate  me,  amidft  dreary  hills  and 
^  ungenial  fkies.  The  litde  accidents  of  diet  or  of 
<  lodging,  affedt  not  me:    I  look  farther  than  the 

*  mere  differences  of  living  or  of  cuftoms,  to  the 

*  good  heart,    and  extenfive    benevolence,     which 

*  Ibftens  every  hardlhip,    and  turns  into  delicacies 

*  the  groffeft  fare.    My  conftitution  never  yet  wa$ 

*  difpofed  to  apathy,  for  which  I  can  claim  no  merit,  . 
'  but  am  thankful  to  the  author  of  my  frame/ — — r 
And,  in  a  quotation  from  the  Religio  Medici  of  Sir 
Thomas  Brown,  he  adds  :— — '*  I  feel  not  in  myfelf 
•'  thofe  common  antipathies  that  I  can  difcover  in 
**  others:  thofe  national  repugnancies  do  not  touch 
**  me  i  nor  do  I  behold  with  prejudice  the  French, 
«  Italian,  Spaniard,  or  Dutch,  muqh  more  my  fellow- 
«'  fubjefts,  howfoevcr  remotely  placed  from  me.  Bu^ 
«'  where  I  find  their  aftions  in  balance  with  my  coun- 
*'  trymen's,  I  honour,  love,  and  embrace  them  in 
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*^  fomc  degree.  I  was  born  in  the  right  climate,  but 
**  feem  to  be  framed  and  conftellated  unto  all :  alf 
**  places,  all  airs,  make  unto  mc  one  country;  I 
**  am  in  England  pvcry  where  and  under  every  me- 
«  ridian/' 

I  muft  here  obferve,  as  it  was  a  circumftance  that 
gave  him  fome  trouble  after  his  return  to  England, 
that  during  his  ftay  in  the  Hebrides,  Johnfon  was 
very  induftrious  in  his  enquiries  touching  the  Earfe 
language,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  degree  of  credit 
due  to  certain  poems  then  lately  publifhed  and  af- 
cribed  to  Offlan,  an  ancient  bard,  who,  till  tfien,  had 
fcarce  been  heard  of  His  opinion,  upon  the  queftion 
of  their  genuinenefs,  is  pretty  decifive,  and  will  ap- 
pear beft  in  his  own  words. 

'  I  fuppdfe  my  opinion  of  the  poems  of  Oflian  is 

*  already  difcovercd.     I  believe  they  never  exifted 

*  in  any  other  form  than  that  which  we  have  fecn. 
'  The  editor,  or  author,  never  could  (hew  the  on- 

*  ginal*;'  nor  can  it  be  fhewn  by  any  other.  To  re- 

*  venge  reafonable  incredulity  by  refufing  evidence,* 

*  is  a  degree  of  infolence  with  which  the  world  is  voi 
'  yet  acquainted  5    and  ftiibborn  audacity  is  the  laff 

*  refuge  of  guilt.    It  would  be  eafy  to  Ihew  it,  if  he 

*  had'  iti  but  whence  could  it  be  "had  ?  It  is  too  long 

*  to  be  remembered,  and  the  language  formerly  had 

*  nothing  written.    He  has  doubtlefs  infertcd  names 

*  that  circulate  in  popular  ftories,  iand  may  have  tranl^ 

*  lated  fome  wandering  ballads,  if  any  can  be  found  • 

*  and  the  names,  and  fome  of  the  images,  being  re-^ 

*  Johnibn  had  required^  that  it  fhould  be  depofited  in  either 
the  kind's  or  the  msu'ifchal  college  at  Aberdeen,  and  fubnutte<| 
to  public  infpedion  ;  but  this  Was  neve^  don^.     *    ' 

•     -  *         ^  coUcfted^ 
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f  collefted^  make  an  inaccurate  auditor  imagine^  by 
f  the  help  of  Caledonian  bigotry^  that  he  has  formerly 
^  heard  the  whole. 

*  I  aflced  a  very  learned  minifter  in  Sky,  who  had  ufed 
'  all  arts  to  make  me  believe  the  genuinenefs  of  the 
f  book,  whether  at  laft  he  believed  it  himfelf ;  but  he 
f  would  not  aniwer.    He  wifhed  me  to  be  deceived^ 

*  for  the  honour  of  his  country;  but  would  not  dire6Uy 
^  and  formally  deceive  me.  Yet,  has  this  man's  teffi^ 
f  mony  been  publicly  produced,  as  of  one  that  held 
5  Fingal  to  be  the  work  of  Oflian. 

'  It  is  faid,  that  fome  men  of  integrity  profefs  to 
^  have  heard  parts  of  it,  but  they  all  heard  them  when 

*  they  were  boys  j  and  it  was  never  faid,  that  any  of 

*  them  could  recite  fix  lines.  They  remember 
^  nan^s,  and,  perhaps,  fome  proverbial  fentiments; 
^  and,  having  no  diftind):  ideas,  coin  a  refemblance 
f  without  an  original*     The  perfuafion  of  the  Scots^ 

*  however,  is  far  from  univerfal ;  and,  in  a  queftion  {o 
^  capable  of  proof,  why  fhould  doubt  be  fufiered  to 
^  continue  ?  The  editor  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that 

*  part  of  the  poem  was  received  by  him,  in  the 
'  Saxon  charaAer.     He  has  then  found,   by  ibme 

*  peculiar  fortune,   an   unwritten  language,  written 

*  in  ^  character  which  the  natives  probably  never  be-? 
^  held. 

*  I  have  yet  fuppofed  no  impofture,  but  in  the 
f  publiiher  s  yet,  I  am  far  from  certainty,  that  fome 
^  tranflations  have  not  been  lately  made,  that  may 
f  now  be  obtruded  as  parts  of  the  original  work. 
^  Credulity  on  one  part  is  a  ftrong  temptation  to  de- 

*  ceit  on  the  other,  e^cially  to  deceit  of  which  no 
f  perfonal  injury  is  the  confcquencc,  and  which  flat- 
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*  ters  the  author  with  his  own  ingenuity.  The  Scots 
«  have  fomcthing  to  pkad  for  their  eafy  reception  of 

*  an  improbable  fiftion:  they  are  feduced  by  their 

*  fondnefs  for  their  fuppofed  anceftors.    A  Scotch- 

*  man  muft  be  a  very  fturdy  moralift,  who  does  not 

*  love  Scodand  better  than  truth  ;    he  will  always 

*  love  it  better  than  inquiry :  and,  if  falfhood  flatters 
'  his  vanity,  will  not  be  very  diligent  to  deteft  it, 
^  Neither  ought  the  Englifli  to  be  much  influenced 

*  by  Scotch  authority ;    for  of  the  paft  and  prcfent 

*  ftate  of  the  whole  Earfe  nation,  the  Lowlandcrs  arc, 

*  at  leafl:,  as  ignorant  as  ourfelvcs.     To  be  ignorant 

*  is  painful  5    but  it  is  dangerous  to  quiet  our  unea^ 

*  (inefs  by  the  deluQve  opiate  of  hafty  perfuaQon. 

*  But  this  is  the  age  in  which  thofe  who  could  not 

*  read,  have  been  fuppofed  to  write  j  in  which  the 

*  giants  of  antiquated  romance  have  been  exhibited 

*  as  realities.     If  we  know  litde  of  the  ancient  High- 

*  landers,  let  us  not  fill  the  vacuity  with  Oflian.     If 

*  we  have  not  fearched  the  Magcllanick  regions,  let 

*  us,  however,  forbear  to  people  them  with  Pata- 

*  gons/ 

No  fooner  did  this  ftrong  and  unequivocal  de- 
claration of  Johnfon's  opinion  of  the  poems  of 
Oflian  appear,  thaft  Mr.  James  Macpherfon,  the 
publiflier  of  them,  not  only  repelled  the  charge  of 
forgery  therein  contained,  but,  in  a  letter  to  the  author 
of  it,  threatened  him  with  corporal  chaftifcment.  If 
Mr.  Macpherfon  had  known  his  man,  he  would  pro- 
bably have  forborne  the  thought  of  fuch  a  revenge. 
To  fliew  his  contempt  of  him  and  all  that  he  was 
able  to  do  that  could  hurt  him,  Johnfon  returned  the 
following  brief  but  fpirited  anfwcr  ; 

7  '  Mr. 
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^  Mr,  James  Macpherson>         No  date* 

^  I  received  your  foolilh  and  impudent  letter.--- 
^  Any  violence  that  fhall  be  attempted  uppn  me,  I 
^  will  do  my  beft  to  repel ;  and  what  I  cannot  do  for 
^  myfelf,  the  law  fliall.do  for  me;  for  I  will  not  be 
^  hindered  from  expofing  what  I  think  a  cheats  by 
^  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian.  What  would  you  have 
^  me  retraft  ?  I  thought  your  work  an  imposition  j 

*  I  think  fo  ftill  J  and,  for  my  opinion,  I  have  given 
'  rcafons  which  J  here  dare  you  to  refute. Your 

*  abilities,  fince  your  Homer,  are  not  fo  formidable; 
^  and,  what  I  hear  of  your  morality,  inclines  me  to 
^  credit  rather  what  you  ihall  prove,  than  what  you 
^  fliall  fay.' 

Whether  Johnfon  was  apprehenfive  that  his  advcr-^ 
fary  would  put  his  threat  in  execution,  or  that  he 
meant  to  fhew  all  who  came  to  fee  him,  that  hq 
ftood  upon  his  guard,  he  provided  himfelf  with  a 
weapon,  both  of  the  defenfive  and  ofFenfive  kind.  It 
was  an  oak-plant  of  a  tremendous  (ize ;  a  plant,  I 
fay,  and  not  a  ihoot  or  branch,  for  it  had  had  a  root^ 
which  being  trimmed  to  the  fize  of  a  large  orange, 
became  the  head  of  it.  Its  height  was  upwards  of 
(ix  feet,  and  from  about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the 
lower  end,  increafed  to  near  three :  this  he  kept  in 
his  bed-chamber,  fo  near  the  chair  in  which  he  con*>> 
^antly  fat,  as  to  be  within  reach. 

But  this  precaution  for  his  defence  turned  out  to 
t>c  unneceffary.  Johnfon's  letter,  above  inferted,  put 
^n  end  to  the  difputc  between  him  and  Macpherfon  ; 
but,  by  other  pcrfons,  it  was  continued  with  a  degree 
gf  afperity  equal  to  that  which  was  fhewn  in  the  con* 
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trovcrfy  concerning  the  genuinends  of  Phalaris's 
epiftlesj  and  with  as  much  acutenefs  as  that  ^diich 
tended  to  afcertain  the  queftion,  whether  the  poems 
lately  afcribed  to  Rowlie  are  not  fbi^eries.  Mode- 
rators have  alio  interpofed^  as  there  did  in  the  dispute 
about  the  authenticity  of  the  Sybilline  oracles^  and 
with  as  little  fuccefs :  the  world  remains^  and  is  likely 
ever  to  remain^  without  fatisfafkion  in  relpeft  of  either 
the  one  or  the  other. 

Before  this  time^  Johnfon  had  undertaken  to  revife 
the  former  edition  of  his  Shakefpeare^  and  extend  his 
planj  by  admitting  the  corre£tions  and  illuftrationsof 
various  other  commentators.  He  therefore,  in  con- 
junftion  with  Mr.  Gegrge  Stecvens,  publifhed  in  177  j, 
a  new  edition  of  that  author,  in  ten  oftavo  volumes, 
which  was  republifhed  with  additions  in  1778. 

In  I774>  the  parliament  having  been  diflblved, 
and  iAr.  Wilkes  perfifting  in  his  endeavours  to  be- 
come a  reprefentative  in  that  which  was  about  to  be 
chofen,  Johnfon  addreiTed  to  the  eleftors  of  Great 
Britain  a  pamphlet,  entitled  *  The  Patriot;*  the  de- 
fign  whereof  is  to  guard  them  from  impofition,  and 
teach  them  to  diftinguifh  that  which,  of  itfelf  feems 
fufBciently  obvious,  the  difference  between  true  and 
falfe  patriotifm ;  but  the  madnefs  of  the  people  was 
then  at  its  height,  and  they  needed  to  be  told  how 
often  in  their  lucid  intervals  they  had  lamented  the 
deceits  prailifed  oh  them  by  artful  and  defigning 
men.  With  this  view,  he  defcribes  a  patriot,  as  one 
whoft  public  conduA  is  regulated  by  one  fingle  mo- 
tive, the  love  of  his  country  $  who,  as  an  agent  in 
parliament,  has,  for  himfelf,  neither  hope  nor  fear, 
neither  kindnefs   nor  refentmcnt,   but  refers  eycry 
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thing  to  the  common  intereft.  Thefe^  and  other 
marks  of  patriotifm  by  him  pointed  out,  he  allows 
to  be  fuch  as  artifice  may  counterfeit,  or  folly  mif- 
apply ;  but  he  enumerates  feveral  charaAeriftical 
modes  of  fpeaking  and  adling;  which  may  prove  a 
man  not  to  be  a  patriot;  which  difcrimination  he 
illuftrates  in  fundry  inftances,  by  pointed  references 
to  the  conduft  of  many  of  thofe  men  who  were 
courting  the  favour  of  the  people :  thefe>  an  abridg- 
ment would  injure,  and  I  therefore  give  them  in  his 
own  words :    •  It   may  fafely  be  pronounced,   that 

*  thofe  men  are  no  patriots,  who,  when  the  nad- 
'  onal  honour  was  vindicated  in  the  fight  of  Europe, 

*  and  the  Spaniards  having  invaded  what  they  call 
^  their  own,  had  fhrunk  to  a  difavowal  of  their  at- 
^  tempt,  and  a  relaxation  of  their  claim,  would  ftill 
'  have  inftigated  us  to  a  war  for  a  bleak  and  barren 
'  fpot  in  the  Magellanic  ocean,  of  which  no  ufe  could 

*  be  made,  unlefs  it  were  a  place  of  exile  for  the  hy- 

'  pocrites  of  patriotifm. He  that  wifhes  to  fee 

^  his  country  robbed  of  its  rights,  cannot  be  a  pa- 

*  triot.  That  man,  therefore,  is  no  patriot,  who 
^  juftifies  the  ridiculous  claims  of  American  ufur- 

*  pation ;  who  endeavours  to  deprive  the  nation  of 
'  its  natural  and  lawful  authority  over  its  own  colo- 

*  nies,  thofe  colonies  which  were  fetded  under  Eng- 

*  lifh  proteftion,  were  cijnftituted  by  an  Englifli  char- 
^  ter,  and  have  been  defended  by  Englifh  arms.  To 
^  fuppofe,  tliat,  by  fending  out  a  colony,  the  nation 
^  eftablifhed  an  independent  power ;    that  when,  by 

*  indulgence  and  favour,  emigrants  are  become  rich, 
^  they,  fliall  not  contribute  to  their  own  defence,  but 
\  at  their  own  pleafure,  ai\d  that  they  ftiall  not  be 

*  included. 
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*  mcluded^  like  millions  of  their  fellow^-fubjera,  ifl 

*  the  general  fyftem  of  reprelcntation,  involves  fuch 

*  an  accumulation  of  abfurdity,  as  nothing  but  the 

*  Ihew  of  patriotifin  would  palliate/ His  laft  de- 

fignation  of  the  clafs  of  men  whom  he  means  to  ftig- 
ifiatife,  is  the  following : — ^  That  man  is  not  a  pa- 

*  triot,  who  denies  his  governors  their  due  praife, 

*  and  who  conceals  from  the  public  the  benefits  which 
'  they  receive.    Thofe,  therefore,  can  lay  no  claim 

*  to  this  illuftrious  appellation,  who  impute  want  of 

*  public  fpirit  to  the  late  parliament  >  an  aflembly  of 

*  men,  whom,  notwithftanding  fome  flu6buations  of 

*  counfel,  and  fome  weaknefs  of  agency,  the  nation 

*  muft  always  remember  with  gratitude,  fince  it  is 

*  indebted  to  them  for  a  very  ample  conceflion  in  the 

*  refignation  of  proteftions,  and  a  wife  and   honcft 

*  attempt  to  improve  the  conftitution,  in  the  new  judi- 

*  cature  inftituted  to  try  elcdtions/ 

Johnfon  publilhed  alfo  in  1775,  a  pamphlet 
intitled,  'Taxation  no  Tyranny,'  an  anfwer  to  the 
refolutions  and  addrefs  of  the  American  congrefs  ;  in 
which,  as  the  ground  of  his  argument,  he  affumcs 
as  felf-evidcnt,  the  following  propofition :  *  In  all  the 

*  parts  of  human  knowledge,  whether  terminating  in 
'  fcience  merely  fpeculative,  or  operating  upon  life 

*  private  or  civil,    are  admitted  fome  fundamental 

*  principles,  or  common  axioms,  which,  being  gene- 

*  rally  received,  are  litde  doubted,  and  being  litdc 

*  doubted,  have  been  rarely  proved. 

*  Of  thefe  gratuitous  and   acknowledged  truths^ 
^  it  is  often  the  fate  to  become  left  evident  by  en- 

*  deavours  to  explain  them,  however  neceffary  fuch 
**  endeavours  may  be  made  by  the  mifapprchenGons 
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*  of  abfurdity,  or  the  fophiflxics  of  intereft.     It  is 

*  difficult  to  prove  the  principles  of  fcience,  becaule 
^  notions  cannot  always  be  found  more  intelligible 
^  than  thofe  which  are  queftioned.  It  is  difficult  to 
*'  prove  the  principles  of  pradice,  becaufe  they  have, 

*  for  the  moft  part,  not  been  difcovered  by  invefti- 

*  gadon,  but  obtruded  by  experience  j    and  the  de- 

*  monftrator  will  find,  after  an  operofe  dedu(flion,  that 
.*  he  has  been  trying  to  make  that  feen,  which  can 
'  be  only  felt. 

*  Of  this  kind  is  the  pofition  that  tbefupnme  power 
'  vf  every  community  has  the  right  of  requiring  from  all 
'  its  fubjeSlSyfuch  contributions  as  are  necejfary  to  the 

*  public  fafety  or  public  profperity^  which  was  confi- 

*  dercd  by  all  mankind  as  comprifing  the  primary 
^  and  eflential  condition  of  all  political  fociety,  till 

*  it  became    difputed  by  thofe  zealots  of  anarchy, 

*  who  have  denied  to  the  parliament  of  Britain  the 

*  right  of  taxing  the  American  colonies/ 

With  much  wit  does  he  ridicule,  and  with  force  of 
realbning  refute,  the  arguments  founded  on  the  in- 
ability of  the  Americans  to  bear  taxation,  their  powers 
of  refiftance,  the  ftubbornnefs  of  their  tempers,  and  the 
profits  accruing  to  this  country  by  its  commerce  with 
them :  thefe,  he  tells  us,  are  ufed  only  as  auxiliaries  to 
that  other,  which,  as  he  briefly  ftates  it,  is  —  *  that  to 
'  tax  the  colonies  is  ufurpation  and  oppreflion,  an  in- 

*  vafion  of  natural  and  legal  rights,  and  a  violation 
'  of  thofe  principles  which  fupport  the  conftitution  of 

*  the  Englifh  government. 

He  next  confiders  the  legal  confequences  of  migra- 
tion from  a  mother-country,  and  afterwards  proceeds 
to  an  examination  of  that  fallacious  pofition^  that  from 
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an  Englifliman  nothing  ran  be  taken  but  by  his  dwxt 
conientj  and  of  the  argument  grounded  thereon,  that 
the  Americans,  being  unreprefented  in  parliament, 
cannot  be  faid  to  hare  confented  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  and  that,  refufing  their  confent  as  individuals^ 
they  cannot  legally  be  taxed. 

Of  this  he  fays,  that  ^  it  is  a  pofition  of  a  mighty 
'  found,  but  that  every  man  that  utters  it,  with  what* 
^  ever  confidence,  and  every  man  that  hears  it,  with 

*  whatever  acquiefcence,  if  confent  be  fuppoied  to 

*  imply  the  power  of  refufal,  feels  to  be  falfe,  for  that, 
^  in  wide  extended  dominions,  the  bufinefs  of  the  pub- 

*  lie  muft  be  done  by  delegation,  and  the  choice  of 
^  delegates  is  by  a  fele6b  number  of  electors,  who  arc 

*  often  far  from  unanimity  in  their  choice  $  and  where 

*  the  numbers  approach  to  equality,  almoft  half  mull: 

*  be  governed,  not  only  widiout^  but  againft  their 

*  choice/    Of  thofe,  who  are  not  eledters,  he  fays : — 

*  they  (land  idle  and  helplefs  fpeftators  of  thecommon- 

*  weal,  wholly  unconcerned  in  the  government  of  thcm- 

*  felves/  The  relblutionoftheCongrefs,  that  their  an- 
ceftors,who  firft  fettled  the  colonies,  were,  at  the  time 
of  their  emigration  from  the  mother-country,  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  free  and 
natural-born  fubjefts  within  the  realm  of  England,  he 
admits  -,  but  granting  it>  he  contends,  that  their  boaft 
of  original  rights  is  at  an  end,  and  that,  by  their  emi- 
gration, they  funk  down  into  colonifts,  governed  by  a 
charter  -,  and  that  though,  by  fuch  emigration,  they 
had  not  forfeited,  furrendered,  or  loft,  any  of  thoie 
rights,  they  had  loft  them  by  natural  efFefts,  that  is  to 
fay,  had  abandoned  them. ^  A  man,'  fays  he,  *  can 

*  be  but  in  o»e  place  at  once  j  he  cannot  have  the  ad- 

^  vantages 
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'  vantages  of  multiplied  refidence.     He  that  will  en- 

*  joy  the  brightnefs  of  funfhine>  muft  quit  the  coolncf* 

*  of  the  Ihade.     And  though  an  emigrant,  having  a 

*  right  to  vote  for  a  knight  or  burgefs,  by  croffing 
'  the  Atlantic  does  not  nullify  that  right,  he  renders 

*  the  exertion  of  it  no  longer  poflible. But  the 

'  privileges  of  an  American,'   adds  he,    '  fcorn  the 
^  limits  of  place  j  they  are  part  of  himfelf,  and  can- 

*  not  be  loft  by  departure  from  his  country ;  they  float 

*  in  the  air,  or  glide  under  the  ocean/ 

He  next  conGders  the  legal  operation  of  charters, 
and  forgets  not  to  note,  that  from  the  exemption  of 
the  firfl  fettlers  in  MafTachufet's  bay  from  taxes  for 
feven  years,  it  muft  be  inferred,  that^t  the  end  thereof 
they  were  liable  to  taxation. 

It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  give  at  length  the  feveral 
arguments  contained  in  this  moft  excellent  pamphlet. 
I  fhall,  therefore,  content  myfelf  with  extradting 
from  it  a  few  paflages,  which  ftand  diftinguilhed  from 
others,  either  by  their  wit,  or  the  ftrength  of  reafoning 
difplayed  in  them.  Of  that  clafs  are  thefe  that 
follow : 

*  To  be  prejudiced  is  always  toljf  weak  j  yet  there 

*  are  prejudices  fo  near  to  laudable,  that  they  have 

*  often  been  praifed,  and  are  always  pardoned.     To 

*  love  their  country  has  been  confidered  as  virtue,  ia 

*  men  wji^fejove  could  not  be  otherwife  than  blind* 

*  becaufe  theii^efercnce  was  made  without  compa^ 

*  rifon ;  but  it  Has  never  been  my  fortune  to  find^ 

*  either  in  ancient  or  modern  writers,  any  honourable 

*  mention  of  thofe  who  have,  with  equal  blindnefs, 

*  hated  their  country.  ..  .  i\ 

.   Vol.  I.  •       K  k  *  Thefe 
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*  Thcfe  anti-patriotic  prejudice*  arc  the  abortions 

*  of  folly,  impregnated  by  faftion,  which,  being  pro- 

*  duced  againft  the  ftanding  order  of  nature,  have  not 

*  ftrength  fufiicient  for  long  life.  They  are  bom  only 
'  to  fcream  and  perifli,  and  leave  them  to  contempt  or 

*  defeftatidn,  whofc  kindnefs  was  employed  to  nurfc 
'  them  into  mifchief.* 

To  the  menaces  pf  th^  heroes  of  Bofton,  that  diey 
would  leave  their  town  and  be  free,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  the  ftamp-aft,  in  which  cafe  he  fays,  they  would 
leave  good  houfes  to  wifer  men,  he  oppofes  this  (bber 
advice :  .  - 

*  Yet,  before  they  quit  the  cdmforts  of  a  warm 

*  home  for  the  founding  fonrj^-King  which  they  think 
^  better,  he  cannot  be  thoug>*c  their  enemy  who  ad- 
'  vifes  them  to  confider  well  whether  they  fhall  find 

*  it.     By  turning  fifhermen  or  hunters,  woodmen  or 

*  fliephcrds,  they  may  become  wild,  but  it  is  not  (o 

*  eafy  to  conceive  them  free  -,  for  who  can  be  more  a 

*  flave  than  he  that  is  driven  by  force  from  the  com- 

*  forts  of  life,  is  compelled  to  kave  his  houfe  to  a 

*  cafual  comer,  and,  whatever  he  does,  or  wherever ' 

*  he  wanders,  finds  every  moment  fome  new  tcfti- 
^  mony  of  his  own  fubjeftion.     If  choice  of  wills  be 

*  freedom,  the  felon  in  the  gallics  has  his  choice  of 

*  labour  or  ftripes.     The  Boftonian  may  quit  hia 

*  houfe  to  ftarve  in  the  fields  j  his  dog  may  refufe 

*  to  fet,  and  fmart  under  the  lafh,  ^nd  they  may  then 

*  congratulate  each  other  on  the  fmiles  of  liberty, 

*  pro/u/e  ofblifs^  and  pregnant  with  delight  ♦. 

•  Addi&n's  letter  from  July. 

«  To 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr-   S  A  M  U  E  L  J  O  H  N  S  O  N.    499 

'  To  treat  fuch  defigns  as  ferious,  would  be  to 

*  think  too  contemptibly  of  Bdftonianunderftandingi. 
'  The  artifioe^  indeed>  is  not  new :   the  blufterer  who 

*  threatened  in  vain  his  opponent,  has  fometimes  ob- 

*  tained  his  end,  by  making  it  believed  he  would 

*  hang  himfelf/ 

In  a  more  ferious  ftrain  of  reafoning,  he  thus  argues : 

*  Our  colonies,  however  diftant,  have  been  hitherto 
'  treated  as  conftitucnt  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

*  The  inhabitants,  incorporated  by  Engliih  charters, 

*  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  Engliflimen.    They 

*  are  governed  by  Englilh  laws,  entided  to  Englifli 

*  dignities,  regulated  by  Englifh  counfels,  and  pro- 
'  teded  by  Englilh  ar    :  •  and  it  feems  to  follow  by 

*  confequence  not  cafily  avoided,  that  they  are  fub- 

*  jeft  to  Englifh  government,  and  chargeable  by  Eng- 

*  lifli  taxation/ 

The  above  citations  are  evidences  of  Johnfon's 
ikill  in  political  controverfy,  and  are  but  flight  fpe^ 
cimens  of  that  Ipecies  of  oratory  which  delights  the 
car,  and  convinces  the  underilanding.  With  refjpe£b  to 
logical  precifion,  and  ftrength  of  argument,  the  trafts^ 
from  whence  they  are  feverally  taken,  defy  all  com- 
parifbn ;  and,  as  they  abound  in  wit,  and  difcover 
nothing  of  that  acrimony  which  difgfaces  former 
controverfies,  the  Difciplinarian  and  Bangorian  not 
excepted,  may  be  confidered  as  (bnding  exemplars  of 
polemical  eloquence,  and  political  ratiocination. 

The  friends  of  fcdition  and  rebellion  were  highly 
exafperated  againft  Johnfon  for  his.  interfering,  by 
theie  publications,  in  the  debate  of  political  queftions : 
chcy  were  provoked  to  fee  fuch  talents  as  his  employed 
in  cxpoiing  the  malignity  of  faction,  and  detecting 
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the  artifices  of  diofc,  who,  by  fpecious  oratory  and 
falfc  reafoning,  were  courting  popularity,  and  deluding 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  into  a  refignation  of 
their  rights.  It  was  not,  faid  they,  for  a  man  of  his 
abftra£ted  genius,  a  philofopher,  a  moralift,  and 
a  poet,  to  concern  hin\felf  in  the  contentions  be- 
tween a  parent-ftate  and  its  offspring.  The  naufes, 
gentle  creatures !  are  of  no  party:  they 


in  a  ring 


*  Ay  round  about  Jove's  altar  fing.* 

Il  Penseroso, 

And,  in  conformity  to  this  charafter,  it  behoved 
him  to  be  a  filcnt  fpeftator  of  alt  that  was  pafling, 
and  leave  the  agitation  of  political  queftions  to  n^n, 
whofe  malevolence  comprehended  in  it  all  the  qua- 
lifications neccflary  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  war- 
fare*. 

But  Johnfon  was  of  another  mind  :  he  was  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  abilities,  and  felt, within  himfelf 
fuch  powers  of  reafoning,  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  civil  policy,  as  qualified  him  for  a  conteft, 
not  with  American  planters,  or  colony  agents,  but 
with  tumid  orators,  factious  lawyers,  and  interefted 
ielfifh  merchants.     And,  in  this  cxcrcife  of  his  pen, 

•  In  like  manner  did  ihcy  before  refent  the  publication  by  Mr. 
Hogarth  of  a  print  called  *  The  Tiroes,'  the  intent  whereof  wai 
to  ttnitc  the  people,  and  facilitate  the  negociations  for  peace.  The 
patriots  in  oppolition  to  Sir  Robert  VValpole  had,  in  their  time, 
viz.  immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  Rake's  Progrefe, 
endeavoared  to  engage  Mrl  Hogarth  to  design  a  feries  of  prims, 
to  be  intitled  «  The  Sutefman's  Progrefs,*  but  he,  fcorniog  t» 
prolHtute  his  art  to  the  purpofes  of  fadlion,  rejeded  their  ofier. 
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he  was  not  lefs  linccre  than  formidable.  Admitting 
him  to  be  a  tory,  he  was  a  friend  to  both  the  ecclcfi- 
aftical  and  civil  eftablilhment  of  his  country  j  and  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  as  a  good  fubjeft,  when  the  legif- 
lativc  authority  was  denied,  to  refute  the  arguments 
of  fuch  as  refilled  it. 

It  has  been  infinuated,  that  in  his  vindication  of 
the  meafures  of  government,  as  contained  in  the  feveral : 
pamphlets  before  citedj  Johnfon  had  an  eye  ratherto 
the  obligation  which  his  penfion  implied,  than  to  the 
queftions  in  debate.  This,  if  it  could  be  proved, 
might  be  an  objeftion  to  his  integrity,  but  fets  him 
but  on  a  level  with  his  opponents,  whofe  apparent 
and  known  motive  to  oppofition  and  clamour  was  the 
defire  of  popularity,  as  a  means,  whereby  the  ambi- 
tious among  them  hoped  to  attain,  power,  and  the 
indigent  to  acquire  places  or  emoluments  i  and  who 
will  fay,  that  an  itch  for  vulgar  applaufe  is  not  as 
corrupt  a  motive  to  an  aftion  as  any  that  can  be  im- 
puted to  one  in  Johnfon's  fituation  ?  But  with  matters  * 
of  opinion,  motives  have  nothing  to  do :  arguments 
alone  are  the  weapons  of  controverfy.  With  relpeft 
to  the  firft  pamphlet,  *  The  Falfe  Alarm,'  the  queftion 
there  agitated  was,  whether  the  expulfion  of  a  member 
of  one  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  by  a  majority  of 
votes,  imported  a  defign  on  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple J  and  impartial  pofterity,  which  muft  decide  upon 
it,  will  look  no  farther  than  to  the  reafoning  of  each 
party. 

Of  thofe  who  endeavour  at  this  time  to  excite  fuf- 

picions  of  this  nature,  it  may  be;  truly  faid,  that  they 

underftand  neither  the  conftitution,  nor  the  politics 

of  this  country  5   nor  do  they  kntiyv^  that  the  former 

-  .         K  k  3  is 
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b  now  fo  amended  by  the  conceffions  which,  Iince 
the  rcftoration,  havebccn  made  by  the  crown  to  the 
people,  that  le&  is  to  be  feared  from  princes  or  their 
minifters,  who  are  ever  refponfible  for  their  condud, 
than  from  artful  and  deligning  men,  ftimulated  by 
ambition,  or  provoked  by  difappointment,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  fafcinating  powers  of  popular  do- 
quence. 

'  I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  two  next  fuccceding 
pamphlets,  '  Falkland's  iflands,*  and  *  The  Patriot;' 
but  fhall  obfcrve  that  the  laft  of  the  four,  '  Taxation 

*  no  Tyranny,*  has  not  only  never  received  an  anfwcr, 
but  the  converfe  of  the  propofition  has  never  yet  "been 
fo  proved,  by  arguments  founded  on  legal  principles, 
as  to  make  a  vindication  of  Johnfon's  reafoning  ne- 
ceffary,  for  any  other  purpofe,  than  that  of  preventing 
the  ignorant  from  being  mifled.  The  principle  af- 
fumed  by  Johnfon,  that  ^  thefupreme  power  of  every 

•  community  has  the  right  of  requiring  from  all  its 

•  fubjeds  fuch  contributions  as  are  neceflary  to  the 

*  public  fafety,  or  public  profperity,*  is  as  felf-evident, 
as  that  obedience  is  due  from  children  to  parents, 
and  is  not  refuted  by  the  aflertion,  that  the  confent 
of  thofe  who  are  required  thus  to  contribute,  is  ne- 
ceflary, for,  were  it  fo,  what  becomes  of  the  right  ? 
Neither  is  the  pofition,.  that  taxation  and  reprefentadon 
are  correlative,  to  be  admitted  as  a  principle  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  feeing^  it  does  not,  nor  ever  did, 
exift  as  a  part  of  it ;  and  that  the  far  greater  number 
of  the  fubjefts  of  England,  men  who  are  not  free- 
holders to  a  certain  amount,  copyholders,  who  are  a 
third  of  the  landholders  in  this  kingdom,  and  all 
women,  are  unrepreiented  in  parliament,  and  boiind 
by  laws  enafted  by  the  reprefentatives  of  others,  but 

in 
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in  no  fenfc  of  themfclvcs.  Ij%cities,  and  boroughs, 
the  reprefentation  is  often  or  the  meaneft  of  the 
people ;  in  London,  for  inftance,  where  a  mechanic, 
if  he  be  a  liveryman,  has  a  vote,  and  a  freeholder, 
wanting  that  qualification,  though  affefled  ever  fo 
high  to  the  land-tax,  l>as  none. 

This  aflertion  might  poflibly  have  place  in  a  ftate 
about  to  be  founded,  as  none  ever  was  or  is  likely  to 
be,  on  folemn  agreement,  or  that  political  fiflrion  called 
an  original  contradl ;  but,  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate 
already  formed,  is  to  be  taken  as  we  find  it.  Nor  has 
any  one  of  thofe  who  deny  the  right  of  a  mother- 
country  to  tax  its  colonies,  attempted  to  prove  an 
exemption,  by  any  other  arguments  than  are  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  Locke's  Eflay  on  Government,  a  dif- 
courfe  of  general  import,  and  which  applies  to  no  ex- 
iftlng  conftitution  on  earth  *. 

The  above  trafts,  as  they  contain  no  evidence  of 
a  perfonal  atuchment  of  the  author  to  thofe  who, 
at  the  refpeftivc  times  of  their  appearance,  had  the 
direftion  of  the  public  councils,  are  a  refutation  of 
all  thofe  flanders  which  they  drew  on  him  -,  and,  as 

*  I  once  had  a  converTation  on  this  fubjcdl  with  a  nobleman » who 
afterwards  attained  to  the  height  of  power  in  the  adminiftration* 
and  was  againft  the  profecution  of  the  American  war ;  the  fame  whq 
was  once  heard  to  utter  this  ftabbing  truths  that  the  fun  of  Great 
Britain's  glory  was  then  fet ;  who  went  no  farther  than  to  doubt  of 
the  right  above  fpoken  of ;  and,  for  this  doubt  he  had  no  better  a 
reafon  to  urge,  than  that  Cromwell,  in  his  levies  on  the  Americans 
for  the  common  fervice,  contented  himfelf  with  4  bare  requifition 
of  fuch  fuppUes  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  fhould  judge  proponi- 
onate  to  their  circumilances  and  abilities.  The  fame  offer  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Grenville  to  the  American  agents  here ;  but,  being 
k«pt  back  from  their  conftituents,  it  failed  of  its  effect, 
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the  fubjcfts  of  them,  feverally,  arc  qucftions  of  the 
greateft  national  importance,  fufEciently  diftinguifh 
him  from  thofc  hireling  fcribblers,  who,  in  the  con- 
tefts  of  faftions,  are  retained  on  the  fide  of  either 
party,  and  whom  the  vulgar  ftyle  political  writers. 
In  like  manner  did  Addlfon  and  Hoadly  employ  their 
talents:  they  were  both  friends  of  government,  and 
.wrote  in  defence  of  the  public  meafures,  and  not  only 
cfcaped  obloquy,  but  were  and  ftill  are  celebrated  as 
lovers  of  their  country. 

I  have  hitherto  forborne  to  fpeak,  otherwife  than 
in  general  terms,  of  Johnfon's  political  principles; 
but,  die  taflc  of  reviewing  the  trafts  above  cited,  has 
revived  in  my  memory  many  of  his  fentiments,  which, 
at  different  times,  he  communicated  to  me,  on  the 
fubjefts  of  government,  the  Englifh  conftitution, 
and  the  motives  to  party  oppofition.  That  he  was 
a  tory,  he  not  only  never  hefitated  to  confefs,  but,  by 
his  frequent  inveftives  againft  the  whigs,  was  forward 
to  proclaim  :  yet,  was  he  not  fo  befotted  in  his  no- 
tions, as  to  abett  what  is  called  the  patriarchal  fcheme, 
as  delineated  by  Sir  Robert  Filmcr  and  other  writers 
on  government ;  nor,  with  others  of  a  more  fober 
caft,  to  acquiefce  in  tJie  opinion  that,  becaxife  fubmif- 
fion  to  governors  is,  in  general  temis,  inculcated  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  refiftance  of  tyranny  and  op- 
prcfiion  is,  in  all  cafes,  unlawful ;  he  feemed  rather  to 
adopt  the  fentiments  of  Hooker  on  the  fubjeft,  as  ex- 
plained by  Hoadly,  and,  by  confcquence,  to  look  on 
fubmiffion  to  lawful  authority  as  a  moral  obligation : 
he,  therefore,  condemned  the  conduft  of  James  the 
fecond^  during  his  ihort  reign ;  and,  had  he  been  a 
fubjed  of  that  weak  and  infatuated  monarch,  would, 
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I  am  perfiiaded,  have  refilled  any  invafion  of  his 
right,  or  unwarrantable  exertion  of  power,  with  the 
fame  fpirit,  as  did  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Mag- 
dalen college,  or  thofe  confcicntious  divines  the  feven 
billiops.  This  difpofition,  as  it  leads  to  whiggifnl, 
one  would  have  thought,  might  have  reconciled  him 
to  the  memory  of  his  fuccefTor,  whofe  exercifc  of  the  . 
regal  authority  among  us  merited  better  returns  than 
were  made  him  j  but,  it  had  no  fuch  effeft :  he  never 
fpokeof  king  William  but  in  terms  of  reproach,  and^ 
in  his  opinion  of  him,  feemed  to  adopt  all  the  preju- 
dices of  Jacobite  bigotry  and  rancour. 

For  the  Englifh  conftitution,  as  originally  framed, 
he  ever  exprefled  a  profound  reverence.  He  under- 
ftood  it  well,  and  had  noted  in  his  mind  the  changes 
it  had  at  various  periods  undergone,  that  is  to  fay, 
firft,  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  VII.  when  the  yeomanry 
were  put  into  a  ftate  of  competition  with  the  nobility ; 
afterwards,  when  by  the  abolition  of  tenures,  and  the 
putting  down  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries,  occafion 
was  given  to  Sir  Harbotde  Grimfton  to  fay  that,  in 
that  tranfaftion,  neither  did  the  crown  know  what  it 
loft,  nor  the  people  what  they  had  gained ;  and  laftly, 
by  the  erefting  a  monied,  in  oppofition  to  the  landed, 
intereft,  and  the  introduftion  of  the  fcience  and 
praftice  of  funding. 

He,  therefore,  looked  not  on  Magna  Charta  as  the 
palladium  of  our  liberties,  (knowing  full  well,  that, 
excepting  that  chapter  thereof,  which  has  been  fo 
often  parrially  cited,  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  omiflion 
pf  the  words,  vcl  per  legem  terras  *,  very  little  of  the 
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whde  ftatute  will  apply  to  the  conftitution  in  its  now 
improved  ftate;)  but  to  the  fubfequent  conceflions  of 
:thc  crown  in  favour  of  the  people,  fuch  as  are  the 
petition  of  right,  the  habeas-cotpus  aft,  the  bill  of 
rights,  and  numerous  other  ftatutes  of  a  like  beneficial 
tendency. 

To  party-^[^fition  he  ever  exprefled  great  aver- 
fion  J  and,  of  the  pretences  of  patriots,  always  (poke 
with  indignation  and  contempt.  He  partook  of  the 
Ihort-lived  joy  that  infatuated  the  public,  when  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  ceafed  to  have  the  direftion  of  the 
national  councils,  and  tnifted  to  the  profeflions  of  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  his  adherents,  who  called  themfelves  the 
country-party,  that  all  elefkions  fhould  thence^rward 
J>e  free  and  uninfluenced,  and  that  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, which  were  never  praftifed  but  by  courticrr 
and  their  agents,  Ihould  be  no  more.  A  few  weeks, 
i^ay,  a  few  days,  convinced  Johnfon,  and  indeed  all 
England,  that  what  had  aflumed  the  appearance  of 
patriotifm,  was  perfonal  hatred  and  inveterate  malice 
in  fome,  and  in  others,  an  ambition  for  that  power, 
which,  when  they  had  got  it,  they  knew  not  how  to 
exercife.  A  change  of  men,  and  in  fome  refpcd,  of 
meafures,  took  place  :  Mr.  Pulteney*s  ambition  was 
gratified  by  a  peerage ;  the  wants  of  his  aflfociates 
were  relieved  by  places,  and  feats  at  the  public  boards  s 
and,  in  a  ftiort  time,  the  ftream  of  government  refumed 
its  former  channel,  and  ran  with  a  ciurent  as  even  as 
it  had  ever  done. 

de  libero  tenemento  Aio»  vel  libertatibiiSj,  vel  Uberis  confoetiidi* 
nibusfuis^  aut  ^tlegatur,  aut  exuletar«  aut  aliquo  mododeftraatnr, 
nee  fupcr  cum  ibimus,  ncc  fupcr  cum  xnittemus,  nifi  per  legale 
judicium  parium  luorum,  vel  per  legem  terrae.  Nolli  vendemus^ 
hidli  negabimus,  aut  difieremus  juftitiam,  vd  refhim.   * 
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Upon  this  derelopement  of  the  nx>tives^  the  vievvsi 
and  the  conHftency  of  the  above-mentioned  band  of 
patriots^  Johnfon  once  remarked  to  me^  that  it  I>ad 
given  more  ftrength  to  government  than  all  that  had 
been  written  in  its  defence,  meaning  thcrcjby,  that  it 
had  deftroyed  all  confidence  in  men  of  that  chara&er. 
Little  did  he  then  think,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  again  be  deluded,  by  fallacious  reafoning  and 
Jpecious  eloquence,  into  a  fruitlefs  expenditure  of 
near  one  hundred  millions,  or  that  ftatues  would 
ever  be  creftcd  to  eternize  the  memory  of  a  minifter, 
of  whom,  in  177 1,  he  (aid  it  would  be  happy  if  the 
nation  fhould  difmifs  him  to  namelefs  obfcurity. 

Hiftory  has  been  faid  to  be  philofophy  teaching 
by  example,  and  well  would  it  be  for  mankind^  if 
they  would  convert  events  into  precepts,  and  not 
poftpone  their  care  to  prevent  evils,  till  their  own  ex- 
perience (hall  have  brought  them  home  to  themfelves* 
New  generations  of  men  arife  in  fucceffion,  who,  in 
the  nonage  of  their  faculties,  are  credulbus,  weak,  and 
open  to  deceit :  thefe,  unhackneyed  in  the  ways  of 
the  world,  truft  to  the  profeflions  of  all  who  pretend 
a  friendfliip  for  them  i  and,  when  they  arc  told  they 
are  ill  governed,  arc  as  ready,  as  were  the  Ifraelites 
of  old,  to  murmur  againft  their  rulers*  And  let  all 
be  faid  that  can  of  a  principle  in  men  invcfted  with 
power,  to  abufe  it  and  become  tyrants,  the  hiftory  of 
the  world  will  inform  us,  that  there  is  alio  a  difeafe, 
which  the  Scriptures  emphatically  term,  the  madnefs 
of  the  people,  from  which  evils  greater  than  from 
defpotifin  are  to  be  feared,  and  that  government,  even 
where  it  is  bed  adminiftcred,  fubfifts  more  by  force 
than  by  the  confent  of  thofc  who  derive  benefit  from  it. 
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What  an  advantage,  then,  docs  this  difpofition  in  a 
people  give  to  ambitious  men,  endowed  with  that 
kind  of  eloquence,  which  fafcinates  without  conviftion, 
and,  while  it  delights,  ftupifics ! 

His  frequent  refledlions  on  the  politics  of  this 
country,  and  the  willlngnefs  of  the  people  to  be  de- 
ceived, had  begot  in  Johnfon  fuch  an  apathy,  as  ren- 
dered him  deaf  to  the  calls  of  thofc  who  were  watching 
over  our  dearcft  rights.     When  the  cry  was  loudeft 
againft  general  warrants,  he  took  not  the  alarm ;  and, 
when  they  were  declared  illegal,  he  protefted  to  me, 
that  he  would,  at  no  time  of  his  life,  have  given  half 
a  crown  to  be  for  ever  indemnified  againft  their  ope- 
ration.    The  queftion  of  the  legality  of  that  kind  of 
procefs  is  now  at  an  end,  and  I  will  not  arraign  the 
dccifion  that  condemned  it  j  but  it  will  ever  remain 
a  queftion,  whether  we  have  not  loft  more  by  it  than 
we  have  gained  j  and,  that  the  friends  of  liberty,  par- 
ticularly the  citizens  of  London,  may  be  enabl^  to 
difcufs  it,  I  will  furnifh  them  with  a  few  fafts,  that 
I  believe  they  have  never  yet  been  aware  of. 

Few  are  fo  ignorant   as  not  to  know,    that  the 
Englifti  manufaftures  excel  thofe  of  all  other  coun- 
tries ;    but  many  there  are  who  need  to  be  told,  that 
the  time  may  come,  when  they  fhall  ceafc  to  maintain 
that  charadter.     Many  of  the  princes  of  Europe  have 
become  emulous  of  our  greatnefs,  and    have  long 
been  labouring  to  eft'ablifti,  in  their  dominions,  fuch 
.    articles   of  trade,    as    Ihould   not  only  rival  our's, 
but,  in  refpeft  of   cheapncfs,  gain  a  preference  at 
foreign  markets.     To  this  end,  it  has,  for  fbme  years 
paft,   been  the  practice  of  the  emiflaries  of  foreign 
courts,  by  their  agents,  and  the  temptation  of  lai^ 
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premiums,  to  engage  artificers  to  leave  this  country, 
and,  taking  with  them  their  wives  and  families,  as  alio 
their  engines,  tools,  and  implements  of  their  refpec- 
tivc  trades,  to  fettle  abroad.  Clothiers,  weavers, 
frame-work-knitters,  watch-makers,  and  men  of  va- 
rious other  occupations,  have  been  the  people  whom 
they  have  chiefly  thus  inveigled,  and  have,  from 
time  to  time,  in  great  numbers,  in  fhips  provided 
jlnd  ftationcd  for  the  purpofe,  tranlported  out  of  the 
kingdom.  To  check  this  praftice,  afts  of  parliament 
have  been  made,  which  lay  fuch  emigrants  under 
great  difabilities,  even  to  the  depriving  them  of  the 
privileges  of  fubjcfts,  and  others  that  inflift  heavy 
penalties  on  thofe  that  feduce  them ;  and  the  aid  of 
government  has  been  frequently  implored  to  reftrajn, 
in  their  flight  from  their  native  land,  ihip -loads  of 
the  moft  ufeful  of  all  fubjefts.  The  method  has 
uniformly  been,  upon  information  given  at  his  office, 
for  a  fecretary  of  ftate  to  iflfue  his  warrant,  a  general 
pne,  that  is  to  fay,  without  any  Ipecification  of  name§, 
to  ftop  the  failing  of  the  veflTel,  which,  perhaps,  was 
lying  at  Wapping,  Ratclifi^,  or  Blackwall,  ready  with 
the  tide  to  depart.  Warrants  of  this  kind  fcldom 
failed  of  their  efieft  j  the  emigrants  were  feized,  and 
the  mifchief  prevented. 

This  relief  it  is  now  not  in  the  power  of  govern- 
ment or  its  minifters  to  grant :  the  anfwer  to  fuch  an 
application  is  now,  and  muft  be — *  General  warrants 

*  have  been  determined  to  be  illegal :  furnifli  us  with 

*  the  names  of  the  perfons  whom  you  would  have  ap- 

*  prehended,  or  we  cannot  help  you*.' 

The 

^  In  cafes  where  it  has  been  pcifible  to  aid  thesnaiuifa£l(ii:ersQf 

thi« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^lo  tHELlFEOF 

The  Hderice^  which  ^is  dctciminatioii  afibnls>  has 
already  begun  to  operate,  and^  perhaps^  in  no  inftatioe 
more  than  in  the  article  of  watches^  For  manjr 
years  pad,  this  manufadhxre  has  flourilhed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  large  fortunes  have  been  acquired  by 
It,  and  that  chiefly  in  our  commerce  with  Spain^  in 
which  country^  a  watch,  fabricated  in  England,  has 
been  deemed  a  prefent  for  a  grandee,  and  even  for 
s  ibvereign  prince.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  late 
king  of  Spain  was  extremely  fond  of  clocks  and 
Watches,  and  that  he  was  ufed,  by  letters  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  to  correfpond  with  Mr.  Ellicot  on  the 
fabjeft  of  his  art  i  and,  that  this  ingenious  artificer 


tidf  kingdom^  the  fecretaries  of  (late  are,  however,  ilill  ready  to 
exert  the  little  authority  which  the  decidon  on  general  ¥vaiTants 
La^  left  them,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  article  of  news,  ex- 
tra£ked  from  the  St.  James's  Chronicle  of  the  tenth  of  December, 

<  Liverpool,  Dec.  i.  Taefday  laft,  a  man  was  committed  to 
jail,  on  a  charge  of  having  in  his  pofleflion  a  great  number  of 
machines  for  fpinning,  &c.  of  cotton,  with  intent  to  get  fitch 
machines  conveyed  to  the  dominions  of  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
He  al£)  fbmds  charged  with  another  very  ferioiu  offence,  the  en- 
ticing a  number  of  manufa^urers  in  the  cotton  branch  to  go  and 
fettle  in  the  emperor's  dominions.  The  vigilance  and  adivity 
of  miniftry  have  traced  out  this  mod  notorious  offender,  an(f 
feveral  others  engaged  with  him  in  the  fame  pernicious  fcheme, 
big  with  dtflrttdtion  to  this  country.  The  penalty  for  having 
mannfa^ring  machines,  implements,  &c.  in  a  peribn's  cuftody, 
with  the  bare  intent  of  exporting  them^  to  any  place  out  of  his 
majefly's  dominions^  is  200I.  and  forfeiture  of  fuch  manufac- 
turing machines,  implements,  &c.  and  the  penalty  of  per- 
(bading,  or  attempting  to  perfuade,  any  artificer  in  mana* 
fa^ures  to  refide  in  any  place  out  of  the  king's  doniiuoiis,  is 
5001.  for  the  dvHt  offence,  and  twelve  months'  imprifonment, 
and  loooL  and  two  years'  imprifonment*  for  every  fiiture  offence. 
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learnt  the  Spanilh  language,  to  enable  him  to  mam«- 
tain  the  correfpondcnce  with  his  majefty.  Since  that 
time,  the  French,  and  alfo  the  Genevans,  have  bd:ome 
our  rivals  in  this  curious  fpecies  of  mechanifm,  and 
we  have  lately  experienced,  that  Engliih  watches  no 
longer  find  their  vent  abroad  *.  The  woollen^  the 
lilk,  the  linen,  and  the  cotton  manufa6hircs  have 
been  obliged  to  the  legiflature  for  affiftance  againft 
the  endeavours  of  other  European  powers,  to  cilab- 
tilh  them  in  their  feveral  countries,  where,  as  labour 
is  cheaper  than  it  is  with  us,  they  would  have  a  good 
chance  to  flourifh,  and  exclude  us  from  foreign 
markets. 

Thefe  mifchiefs  have  followed  from  the  reftraint  of 
a  power,  which,  as  it  had  oftener  been  excrcifed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  this 
kingdom,  than  to  the  hurt  of  individuals,  might 
well  have  been  fuffered  to  remain  where  it  was, 
efpecially  as  the  minifters  thereof  were,  at  all  times, 
refponfible  for  any  abufe  of  it. 

The  probable  confequence  of  this  innovation  will 
be,  that  in  a  few  years,  we  fhall  fee  the  French  and 
neighbouring  nations  excel  us  as  much  in  other 
manufactures,  as  they  already  do  in  thofe  of  camb- 
rick  and  paper,  in  printing,  and  other  of  the  manual 
arts. 

*  *  Twelve  thottfaad  watdies  have  already  been  brought  back,  im 

*  the  fhips  arrived  this  fummer  from  India*  which  has  created  no 
'  fmsM  ^  and  combudion  among  the  dealers  in  that  article.  They 
'  were  not  returned  for  want  of  a  good  market,  but  for  their  bad 

*  materials,  and  worfe  finiihing ;  the  natives  being  now  become 
'  almofl  as  good  judges  of  this  branch  of  BritifK  manufadure  as 

*  many  of  our  Eoropeaa  makers/    St.  JamesU  Chronicle,  19th 

J«iy>  1785- 
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The  calamities  which  enfue  from  the  ftagnation  of 
commerce,  are  many  and  grievous,  and,  when  thefc 
begin  to  be  felt,  as  they  Ihortly  may,  thofe  good 
people  of  this  country,  who  have  of  late  been  fo 
clamorous  for  liberty,  may  recover  their  wits,  and 
be  half  perfuaded,  that  a  finking  trade,  empty  ware- 
houfes  and  unfurnifhed  fhops  are  greater  evils  than 
any  loyal  and  peaceable  fubjeft  need  fear  from  the 
operation  of  a  general  warrant. 

The  publication  of  Johnfon's  political  tra&s,  ex- 
hibited him  to  the  world  in  a  new  charafter :  he  ceafed 
now  to  be  confidered  as  one  who,  having  been  occu- 
pied in  literary  ftudies,  and  more  converfant  with 
books  than  with  men,  knew  little  of  aftivc  life,  the 
views  of  parties,  or  the  artifices  of  defigning  men: 
on  the  contrary,  they  difcovered  that  he  had,  by  the 
force  of  his  own  genius,  and  the  obfervations  he  had 
made  on  tlie  hiftory  of  our  own  and  other  countries, 
attained  to  fuch  (kill  in  the  grand  leading  principles 
of  political  fcience,  as  are  feldom  acquired  by  thofe 
in  the  moft  aftive  and  important  ftations,  even  after 
long  experience;  and  that,  whatever  opinions  he 
might  have  formed  on  this  fubjejft,  he  had  ability  by 
ftrong  reafoning  to  defend,  and  by  a  manly  and  con- 
vincing eloquence  to  enforce. 

Mr,  Thrale,  a  man  of  flow  conceptions,  but  of  a 
found  judgment,  was  not  one  of  the  laft  that  dif- 
cerned  in  his  friend  this  talent,  and  believing,  that 
the  exercife  of  it  might  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  entertained  a  defign  of  bringing  Johnfbn  into 
parliament.  We  muft  fuppofe  that  he  had  previoufly 
determined  to  furniih  him  with  a  legal  qualification, 
and' Johnfon,  it  is  certain^  was  willing  to  accept  the 

truft. 
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truft.  Mr.  Thrale  had  two  meetings  with  the  mi- 
nifter,  who,  at  firft,  feemed  inclined  to  find  him  a 
feat  i  but,  whether  upon  converfation  he  doubted  his 
fitnefs  for  his  purpofe,  or  that  he  thought  himfelf  in 
no  need  of  his  afliftance,  the  projed:  failed. 

Had  it  fucceeded,  and  Johnfon  becon>c  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  as  he  was  one  of  the  moft 
corred  fpeakers  ever  known  ^,  he  would  undoubtedly^ 
have  exhibited  to  that  affembly  a  perfe(5t  model  of 
fenatorial  eloquence ;  and  might  probably  have  pre- 
vented the  introduftion  therein  of  a  great  number  of 
words,  phrafes,  and  forms  of  fpeech,  to  which  neither 
diftionaries,  nor  the  example  of  any  Englifh  writer 
of  authority,  have  given  a  fanftion  f  • 

Johnfon  was  a  little  foured  at  this  difappoint- 
ment :  he  fpoke  of  lord  North  in  terms  of  afperity, 
as  indeed  he  did  of  all  tliofe  minifters  whofe 
councils  indicated  a  want  of  fpirit  to  carry  into  aftion 
the  meafures  which  were  refolved  on  as  expedient: 
in  which  particular,  the  above  minifter  mull  furely 

*  This  all  who  knew  him  can  atteft.  His  written  compofitions 
were  alfo  fd  corre£^^  that  he,  in  general,  trufted  them  to  the  prefs 
without  a  revifah  Raflelas  he  never  red  till  it  was  printed  ;  and 
having  written  at  Mr.  Langton's  room  at  Oxford,  an  Idler,  while 
the  poll  was  preparing  to  fet  out,  that  gentleman  would  have  pc- 
rafed  it ;  but  Johnibn  would  not  fufFer  him,  faying — *  You  ihall 
*  not  do  more  than  I  have  done  myfelf.' 

f  Such  as  thefe :  a  truifm reciprocity— —living  in  habits  of 

firicndftiip— a  fliade  of  difference that  line  of  condudl 

fentiments  in  unifon— — -^blinking  the  queftion 1  am  bold  to  fay 

■■  I  ihould  then  commie  myfclf— — and  others  equally  affedled 
«nd  Angular.  See  the  fpeeches  in  the  public  pa^rs  for  the  laft 
ievcn  years. 

VoL.L  LI  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jH  THELIFE6F 

be  exculpated,  whofe  defigns>  it  is  too  well  knowni 
were  blafted  by  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  them 
was  committed.  Of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Grenville,  he 
jdfo  entertained  but  a  mean  opinion,  for  his  giving  up 
the  Manila  ranfom. — '  Grenville,*  he  would  fay, '  if  he 
'«  could  have  got  the  Manila  ranfom,  was  able  to  have 

*  counted  die  money,  but  he  knew  not  how  to  enforce 

*  the  payment  of  it/  Of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  not- 
withfianding  that  he  had  written  againfl:  him  in  die 
early  part  of  his  life,  he  had  a  high  opinion  :  he  faid 
of  him,  that  he  was  a  fine  fclfow,  and  that  his  very 
enemies  deemed  him  fo  before  his  death:  he  ho- 
noured his  memory  for  having  kept  this  country  in 
peace  many  years,  as  alfo  for  the  goodnefs  and  placa* 
bility  of  his  temper;  of  which  Pulteney,  earl  of  Bath, 
thought  fo  highly,  that,  in  a  converfation  with  John- 
fon,  he  faid,  that  Sir  Robert  was  of  a  temper  fo  calm 
and  equal,  and  fo  hard  to  be  provoked,  that  he  was 
very  fure  he  never  felt  the  bittereft  inveftives  againft 
him  for  half  an  hour  *.  To  the  fame  purpofe,  Johnfon 
related  the  following  anecdote,  which  he  faid  he  had 

*  To  this  motive  for  honouring  him  he  might  have  tdded  othen  | 
iiamdy»  the  pains  he  took  to  extend  the  commerce  of  this  coontry. 
Dean  Tucker  has  enumerated  the  many  ftatutes  which  he  procured 
to  be  pafied  for  this  purpofe,  and  has  both  afcertained  dieir  nmn- 
ber»  and  demonfirated  the  benefits  which,  for  aferies  of  years, 
we  have  been  deriving  from  them.  By  the  good  onderihnding 
which  he  kept  up  with  cardinal  Fleury,  he  drew  the  attention  of 
that  minifter  from  the  marine  of  France,  and  the  confeqaenoe 
thereof  was,  that  in  our  fea-engagements  with  the  French,  under 
Anion,  Warren,  Hawke,  and  other  commanders,  their  fleets  proved 
an  eafy  conquefl ;  for  which  reafon,  the  memory  of  cardinal  Fleury 
is  execrated,  even  to  this  day,  by  the  French,  who  (ay,  he  was  ca- 
joled by  the  Englilh  minifter. 
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from  lord  North :  Sir  .Robert  having  got  into  his 
hands  fonne  treafonable  letters  of  his  inveterate  enemy. 
Will.  Shippcn,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Jacobite  fac- 
tion, he  fent  for  him,  and  burned  them  before  his 
face*  Some  time  afterwards,  Shippen  had  occafion 
to  take  the  oaths  to  the  government  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which,  while  he  was  doing.  Sir  Robert, 
who  flood  next  him,  and  knew  his  principled  to  be  the 
fame  as  ever,  fmiled  : — '  Egad  Robin,*  faid  Shippen, 
who  had  obfervcd  him,  *  that*s  hardly  fair/ 

It  is  not  a  little  wonderful,  that  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  could  preferve  fuch  an  equanimity  under  the 
greateft  provocations,  as  he  is  known  to  have  done, 
or  that  he  could  entertain  a  kindnefs  for  any  one, 
feeing  he  is  known  to  have  aflerted^  that  every  man 
has  his  price ;  to  which  I  will  add,  from  unqueftion* 
able  authority,  that  fomc  time  before  Tiis  death,  he 
uttered  this  fentiment  —  *  that  fo  great  is  the  depra- 
^  vity  of  the  human  heart,  that  minifters,  who  only 

*  could  know  it,  were,  in  charity  to  mankind.  Bound 

*  to  keep  it  a  iecret.* Agreeable  to  this  of  Dr. 

Young, 

*  Heav'n's  Sovereign  faves  all  Beings  but'himfelf, 

*  That  hideous  flght  a  naked  human  heart/ 

•    Night  Thoughts,  Narcifla. 

'  In  the  year  1775,  Johnfon  received  from  the  univer- 
Cty  of  Oxford  the  highcft  teftimony  of  eftecm,  which 
that  learned  body  could  confer,  in  a  diploma  creating 
him  adoftor  in  the  faculty  of  law.  The  inftrument  bears 
dafiethe  thirtieth  day  of  March,  in  the  above  year,  and 
recites  the  motives  for  this  honourable  diftin&ion  in 
*        LI  2  '  the 
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the  following  eulogium :— *  Sciatis^  virum  iUnftrertl^ 
^  Samuelem  Johnibn>  in  omnt  humaniorum  literarum 

*  gcnerc  cniditum,  omniumquc  fciendanim  compre- 

*  henfione  feliciflimumj  fcriptis  fuis>  ad  poputirium 
'  mores  formandos   fununa  verborum  elegantia  ac 

*  fcntentiarum  gravitate  compofitis,  ita  dim  inch- 
^  ruifTe,    ut  dignus  videretur  cui  ab  academia  fua 

*  eximia  quaedam  laudis  praemia  deferrentur,  quique 

*  in  vencrabilcm  magiftrorum  ordinem  fumma  cum 

*  dignitate  co-optarctur.    Cum  vero  cundcm  clariffi* 

*  mum  virum  tot  poftea  tantique  laborcs,  in  patria 
'  prasfertim  lingua  ornanda  et  ftabilienda  fdicitcr 
^  impenfi>  ita  infigniverint^  ut  in  literarum  repub- 
'  lied  princeps  jam  et  primarius  jure  habeatuTj  Nos 

*  Cancellarius,  &€.' 

In  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  Johnfbn  ac- 
cepted of  an  invitation  from  his  friend  Mr.  Thrale, 
to  make  one  of  a  party  with  him  and  his  wife^  ia 
a  tour  to  Paris.  No  memoirs  of  this  journey,  in 
his  own  hand-writing,  are  extant ;  nor  is  the  want 
thereof  to  be  regretted,  unlefs  it  were  certain,  that  he 
was  enough  mailer  of  the  French  language  to  be 
able  to  converfc  in  it*,  and  that  he  had  noted  down 
the  reflexions  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  made  in  a 
vifit  to  a  ftrange  country,  and  a  refidencc  among  a 
people  whofe  national  charaAer  differs  from  our  own. 
His  garb  and  mode  of  drelfing,  if  it  could  be  called 
drefiing,  had  long  been  fo  inflexibly  detemniacdj  as 

*  I  have  fbmt  reafon  to  think,  that  at  his  firft  conung  to  town* 
and  whUe  he  had  lodgings  in  the  Strand,  ho  frequented  Slai^ter*! 
cofFee-houfe,  with  a  view  to  acquire  a  habit  of  fpeakng  Fieodi* 
but  he  never  coold  attain  to  it.  Loclonan  ufbd  dio'lanie  i 
and  fncceeded,  as  Johnfon  himfelf  once  toUmc 
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to  rel^  all  the  innovations  of  fafliion.  His  friends 
had  therefore  great  difficulty  in  perfuading  him  to 
fgch  a  cooipliance  in  this  relpeft,  as  might  ferve  to 
ke<5p  them  in  countenance,  and  fecure  him  from  the 
danger  of  ridicule :  he  yielded  to  their  rempnftrances 
ib  far  as  to  drefs  in  a  fuit  of  black  and  a  Bourgeois 
wig,  but  refitted  their  importunity  to  wear  ruffles  *• 

In  the  CQurfe  of  this  narrative  it  has  been  fhewn^ 
th^t  although,  and  that  by  his  own  declarations,  tHe 
literary  faculties  of  Johnlbn  were,  at  moft  times,  inert, 
apd  that  he  could  feldom  be  ftimulated  to  the  exercife 
of  his  pen,  but  by  the  immediate  prolpedl  of  gain  j 
yet,  he  was  ever  re^y  to  aifitt  the  publication  of 
JUiy  work  that  had  either  novelty  or  any  intrinfic  worth, 
^ith  a  life  of  the  author,  a  dedication,  preface,  or  an 
introdqfiion  tending  to  recommend  it,  as  in  the  cafe 
pf  *  Afchajfn's  Pieces,*  the  laft  edition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Browne's  ^Chriftian  Morals,'  and  Kennedy's  *  Scripture 

*  Chronology,'  and  many  more,  all  of  which  he  ufhered 
into  the  world,  and,  for  aught  that  appears,  without  any 
recompence.  With,  a  like  benevolent  difpofition,  he 
was  ready  to  aflift  with  a  prologue,  or  an  epilogue,  the 
reprefentation  of  a  play  written  by  a  friend;  or  with 
an  occ^oqal  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind,  lender  cir* 
cumftances  that  put  it  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
jnteretts  of  the  family  of  a  dcceafed  author :  accord- 
ingly, he  wrote,  for  his  friend  Qqldfmith,  a  prologise 
to  a  comedy  written  by  him,  called  *  The  Good<». 

•  natured  man,'  and  afted  in  1769;  and,  for  the  grands 
daughter  of  Milton,  a  prologue  to  Comus,  exhibited 
on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1750. 

*  By  a  iio{e  in  his  diary  it  appears^  that  he  laid  oat  qear  thirty 
ttOBiids  in  cloatha  for  this  journey. 
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The  fame  good  office  he  performed  for  the  wife 
and  children  of  Mr.  Hugh.  Kelly,  the  audior  of  a 
comedy  called,  *  A  Word  to  the  Wife/  which,  in 
the  year  1770,  was  brought  on  the  ftage,.  but,  by 
the  malice  of  a  party,  was  obftrudted.tn  the  reprefen- 
tation,  and  configned  to  oblivion.  This  perfon,  it  is 
faid,  was  originally  a  ftay-maker,  but,  being  a  man  of 
wit  and  parts,  he  quitted  that  unmanly  occupadon, 
and  havingi  as  we  muft  fuppofe,  fqme  flender  means 
to  enable  him  thereto,  he  betook  himfelf  to  reading 
and  ftudy,  and,  at  a  time  when  the  difcipline  of 
the  inns  of  court  was  /candaloufly  lax,  got  himfdf 
called  to  the  bar,  and  praftifed  at  the  quartcr-fefli- 
ons  under  me,  but  with  litde  fuccefs.  In  aid  of  this 
profeffion,  he  became  the  conductor  of  a  paper  called 

•  The  Public  Ledger,'  and  took  up  that  precarious 
one  of  a  writer  for  the  ftage,  in  which  he  met  with 
fome  encouragement,  till  it  was  infinuated,  that  he 
was  a  penfioner  of  the  minifter,  and,  therefore,  a  fit 
objeft  of  patriotic  vengeance*  He  died  in  the  year 
1769,  and  leaving  a  wife  and  five  children  unprovided 
for,  the  proprietors  of  Covent-garden.theatre,  in  1777, 
with  their  ufual  generofity,  permitted  to  be  aftcd  at 
their  houfe,  for  the  benefit  of  his  family,  the  confiedy 
above-mentioned ;  and,  to  foften  the  hearts  of  the  au* 
dience,  Johnfon  was  eafily  prevailed  on  to  write  upon 
the  occafion  the  following  very  fine  lines  : 

.  *^  This  night  prefents  a  play,  which  public  rage, 
^  Or  right  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage  : 
.  «  t*'rom  zeal,.or  malice,  now  no  more  we  dread, 

•  For  Englifh  vengeance  wars  not  with  the  dead*. 

*  A  generous 

*  To  the  aflerdon  contained  in  this  line>  I  here  note  an  ex- 

ceptkn. 
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*  ^  genecous  £be  regards  with  pitying  eye 

^  The  man  whom  &te  has  laid  where  ali  muQ:  lie^ 

*  To  wit,  reviving  from  it's  author's  duft, 

*  Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  jufll : 
^  Leit  no  reaew'd  hoftilities  invade, 

*  Th'  oblivious  grave's  inviolable  fkade« 

*  Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appealc, 
*'  And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe ; 
^'  To  pfeafe  by  fcenes^unconfcious  of  offence, 

*  By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

^-  Where  aught  of  bright  or  fair  the  piece  dilplays; 

*  Approve  it  only— 'tis  too  late  to  praife, 
^  If  want  of  fkill  or  want  of  care  appear, 
^'  Forbear  to  hifs-^the  poet  cannot  hean 

cepdoAi  Whoever  has  viewed  th^  xnoomnent  ofCamdjeain  the 
{butk  tranfept  of  WeftminHer  abbey,  muH,  till  very  lately,  have 
remarked^  that  his  bufl  thereon  was  defaced,  the  nofe  having 
been  ftnclcen  off.  This  was  no  recent  accident,  but  a  defigried 
injury  to  his  memory,  done  to  it  by  an  exafperated  young 
man  who  lived  at  the!  time  of  its  eredioD.  The  iod  is  relat<|d 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  in  his  life  of  Camden,  prefixed  to 
his  letters,  ^to.  1691,  and  is  to  .this  efiedt.  Camden,  in  his 
annals.  Tub  anno  15951  ^^  related,  that  a  young  lady,  whofa 
name  he  fuppreiTed,  but  whom  I  conjedlure  to  have  been  the 
daughter  of  Sir  T^ichelas  Throckmorton,'  and  one  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth's maids  of  honour,  had  been  feduced  by  the  arts  of  a  yotihg 
man  of  high  rank,  to  whom  fhe  was  afterwards  married,  and 
who  became  diftinguifhed  for  his  bravery  and  learning.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  as  I  fuppofe.  This  fa£l,  though  notorious  in  the 
court,  gave  fiich  offence  to  the  young  man  above-menuoned,  Vho 
was  a  relation  pf  the  lady,  as  induced  him  to  revenge  himfelf  <)tt 
the  author's  memory  by  mutilating  his  effigy.  The  injury  done. to 
it  has,  however,  been  Utely  repaired,  and  the  feature  reftored,  by 
the  direftion,  and  at  the  expence  of  a  friend  to  the  memory' of 
•^a^tden. 

.. .    >     ....*-  • 
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<  By  all,  like  him^  muft  praife  and  blame  be  fbaiid|  * 

^  At  laft,  a  fleedng  gleams  or  tmpcy  found. 

^  Yet  then  fhall  calm  refledion  hlel^  the  night, 

f  When  liberal  pity  dignified  delight; 

^  When  pleafure  fiyred  her  torch  at  virtue's  flame, 

T  And  mirth  was  bounty  with  an  humbler  name/ 

In  the  year  i777>  he  was  in4ycedj  by  a  cafe  of  ^ 
yery  extraordinary  nature,  to  the  exercife  of  diat  in*, 
^ifcriminate  humanity,  which,  in  him,  was  qbedient 
^o  every  call.  A  divine  of  the  f:hurch  of  England, 
Dr.  William  Dodd,  already  mentioned  in  die  couric 
of  this  account^  and  ii^ho  had  addled  in  the  education 
of  the  prefent  carl  of  Chefterfield,  havings  by  hi^ 
extravagance,  involved  himfelf  in  difficuldes,  had  re* 
courfe  to  the  following,  among  many  other  expe- 
dients, to  raife  money.  As  a  pretended  agent  ior 
this  noblenian,  and  in  confidcration  of  the  (urn  of 
600I.  he  forged  the  han4  of  the  earl  to  th?  grant 
q(  an '  annuity,  chargeable  on  his  eltate,  which  for« 
gcry  being  detcftcd,  Dodd  was  conviftcd  of  felony^ 
and  fentcriccd  to  tKc  ufgal  punifhment  for  fuch  of- 
fences. The  public  were^  at  firft,  yery  little  intereftcc^ 
in  the  face  of  a  nnan^  who^  befides  the  ^t$  he  hac) 
pradi&d  to  make  himfelf  confpicuous  as  a  man  oi 
letters,  had  rendered  himfelf  fcandalous,  by  an  offer, 
to  the  firft  law-officer  in  the  kingdom,  of  alargefun^ 
of  money^  for  a  prefentation  to  a  yaluable  reftory^ 
but,  by  various' artifices,  and  particularly^  the  infer- 
tion  of  his  name  in  the  public  papers,  with  fuch 
palliatives  as  he  and  his  friends  could  invent,  never 
•Jirithout  the  epithet  of  unfortunate^  they  were  be- 
trayed into  fuch  an  enthufiaftic  commiferadon  c^  his 
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cafe>  as  would  have  led  a  firanger  to  believe^  that 
bimfelf  had  been  no  acceflaiy  to  his  diftrdfes,  but 
that  they  were  the  infliftions  of  Providence. 

Great  endeavours  were  ufed  with  the  earl^  to  pF6-» 
vail  on  him  to  defift  from  a  profecution,  but  without 
cfiedfe.  His  lordfhip  preferred  a  bill  of  indidment  for 
felony,  and  the  fame  being  found  before  me  at  Hi/cks'a 
Hall,  upon  the  evidence  of  him&lf,  and  other  witnefles^ 
Dodd  was>  at  the  Old  Bailey>  arraigned  thereon^  and 
convicted. 

The  evidence  on  the  trial,  was  Co  very  full  and 
dear,  that  the  jury  hefitated  not  in  the  lead  to  pro* 
siQunce  him  guilty  of  the  indi6fanent|  and,  no  cir* 
cumftances  of  alleviation  appearing,  they  did  not,  as 
juries  feldom  fail  to  do  where  that  is  the  cafe,  re-; 
commend  him  as  an  objedb  of  that  clemency,  which 
bis  majefty  is  ever  ready  to  exert,  in  favour  of  thole 
^ho  have  the  leaft  claim  to  it. 

We  live  in  an  age  in  which  humanity  is  the  falhioiu 
If  the  reports  of  the  gaol-committee  in  1726  are,  in 
all  particulars,  to  be  depended  pn,  and  do  not  exagge- 
rate the  fadbs  therein  ftated,  there  was  a  time  when,  as 
well  prifoners  for  debt,  as  for  offences,  were  cruelly 
treated  by  thofe  who  had  the  cuftody  of  them ;  but, 
at  this  day,  the  temper  of  the  times  is  under  a  con* 
irary  biafs,  for,  not  only  in  afkual  confinement,  are 
prifoners  treated  with  greater  lenity  than  till  of  late 
years  was  ever  known,  but,  in  courts  of  juftice,  the 
regard  (hewn  to  offenders  falls  little  ihort  of  refpeft:. 
Jn  profecudons  at  the  fuit  of  the  crown,  the  indul* 
gence  of  prifoners  is  nearly  as  great  as  it  ought  to  be, 
were  that  true  which  the  law  does  but  hardly  prefume, 
yiz.  that  every  offender,  who  is  brought  to  a  legal  tri^l, 
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is  innocent^  till  his  g^t  be  preTcd.  Thofe  whofe 
duty  it  is  to  condu<fb  die  evidence^  fearing  tht  cenfurr 
that  others  have  incurred  by  a  contrary  treatowntof 
prifoners^  ate  reflrained  fi^om  enforcing  it ;  and>  as  it 
banexerciieof  compaffion  that  coiibs  nothing,  and  is 
iure  DO  gain,  the  applaufe  o£  Tirfg^  hearers^  every 
one  intercfls.  himfelf  oni  die  fide  of  the  prifoner,  and 
b0pes»  by  his.  zeal  in  his  behalf^to  be  diftinguifhod  aa 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  humanity. 

The  tendcrncfs  of  our  courts  of  juftice,  in  piofe- 
cudons  that  sfFeft  the  life  or  fiberty  of  the  offender, 
i^  acknowledged  and  celebrated  by  all  writers  on  dio 
iu&jefia  of  juriiprudence  and  internal  policy;  but,  be- 
fide  this,  die  chances  of  eluding  conviftion,  or>if  not 
that,  of  pvmiifament,  are  fo  many,  tdiat  they  deter 
many  injured  peHbns  from  the  profecutibn  o£  great 
criminak  ;  and,  as  it  is  a  {peculation  tt»t  has  often 
employed  my  thoughts,  I  will  endeavour  at  an  enume- 
ration of  them.  The  chances  are  thefe:  j  That 
the  offender  is  not  difcovered,  or,  if  difcovered,  not 
apprehended.  2  That  the  peribn  injured  is  not 
bodfi  able  and  willing  to  profccute  him.  3  That 
the  evidence  is  not  fufficient  for  the  finding  of  the 
bill,  or  if  it  be,  4  That  the  indidtment  is  fo  framed 
as  that  the  offender  cannot  be  convicted  on  its 
or,  5  That  the  witnefles  to  fupport  it  may  die,  or 
be  prevailed  upon  to  abfcond,  or  to  foften  their 
tefkimony  j  or,  6  They  may  be  entangled  or  made  to 
contradid  thcmfelves,  or  each  other,  in  a  crofs  exa- 
mination, by  the  prifoner's  council ;  or,  7  A  mikl 
judge ;  or,  8  An  ignorant  or  pcrvcrfe  jury  :  9  A  re* 
commendation  to  mercy;  or,  10  Appeals  to  the  public 
by  ftates  of  his  cafe  in  pamphlets^  or  ncvn-pstpar  pa- 
ragraphs. 
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ragfaphs,  wliich  the  Newgate  folkitors  know  very  well 
how  to  get  drawn.  11  Praftices  with  a  jury  to  ob- 
tain a  declaration,  that  fome  of  them  were  diffatisficd 
with  the  verdift.  1 2  A  motion  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
13  A  writ  of  error  grounded  on  fome  defeft  or  mif- 
tskc  on  the  face  of  the  record.  14  An  efcape  j  and 
laftly,  Intereft  to  procure  a  pardon  *. 

But 

•  To  tlus  porpofe^  and  as  a  cayeat  agamft  fceldng  redrefs  for 
injariesl)/  going  tolaw^  I' recoiled  a  faying. of  a  very  fagadoos 
and  experienced  citizen,  Mr.  Selwin«  who  formerly  was  a  can* 
didate  for  the  office  of  chamberlain,  and  mifTed  it  only  by  feven 
▼otes  out  of  near  feven  thoafand.— '  A  man,*  fays  he,  *  who  ddi- 
'  berates  about  going  to  law,  fhould  have,  iirft,  a  good  caufe  ; 
'  fecondly,  ^  good  purfe  ;  thirdly,  an  honeft  and  fkilful  anomey  ; 

*  fourthly,  good  evidence ;  fifthly,  able  council ;  itxthly,  an  up- 
'  right  judge  ;  feventhly,  an  intelligent  jury  ;  and,  with  all  thefe 
'  on  his  fide,  if  he  has  not,  eighthly,  good  luck,  it  is  odds  but  he 
^  mifcanies  in  his  fttit.' 

The  fame  perfon  told  me  the  following  fiory :  He  was  once  re- 
quefted,  by  a  man  under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  to  corns 
and  fee  him  in  his  cell,  and,  in  pure  humanity^,  he  made  him  « 
Viiit.  The  man  briefly  informed  him,  that  he  had  been  tried  and 
convided  of  felony,  and  was  in  daily  expedation  of  the  arrival  of 
die  warrant  for  his  execution ;  *  but,'  faid  he,  '  I  have  aool.  and 
<  you  are  at  mkn  of  chara£ler,  and  had  the  court-intereft  when  you 

*  Aood  for  chamberlain  :  I  fhould  therefore  hope,  it  is  in  your  power 
'  CO  get  me  off.' — Mr.  Selwin  was  ftruck  with  fo  fbange  an  applica- 
tion, and,  to  account  for  it,  afked,  if  there  were  any  alleviating  cir- 
Cumfbnces  in  his  cafe  :  the  man  peevifhly  anfwered— No, — but  that  ^ 
he  had  enquired  into  the  hiflory  of  the  place  where  he  was,  and 
could  not  find,  that  any  one  who  had  two  hundred  pounds,  was 
ever  hanged.— Mr.  Selwin  told  him,  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  help 
him,  and  bade  him  farewell,—*  which,'  added  he,  '  he  did ;  for 

^  he  found  means  to  efcape  punifhment.' 

The  dif^fition  of  the  law,  and  of  magiftrates,  to  be  merciful 
to  offenders  againfl  it,  leads  me  to  remark,  that  in  the  people 
of  this  cbuhtry  there  is  a  general  propenfity  to  humanity  ; 
and  that,   notwithflanding  the  cry  againfl  mercilais  creditors^ 

urged  . 

a  .   ,     • 
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"But  Dodd's  cafe  was  fuch  as  excluded  him  from 
the  benefit  of  all  the  above  chances^  excepting  the 
laft ;  and  of  that  he  laboured  with  all  his  might  to 
avail  himfelf.  A  petition  to  the  throne  for  a  pardon> 
was  an  expedient  that  naturally  fuggefted  itfelf,  but» 
as  it  required  the  utmoft  powers  of  eloquence  to  pal^ 
liate  his  offence^  he  found  means  to  interell  Dr. 
Johnfon  in  his  behalf^  and  eafily  procured  from 
htm  two  of  the  moft  energetic  compofitions  of  the 
kind  ever  feen>  the  one  a  petition  from  himlelf  to 
the  king,  the  other,  a  like  addrefs  from  his  wife  to 
the  qu<?cn^  ftvcraljy  conpeiycd  in  the  terms  fol- 
iQwing : 

*  To  the  Kipg's  ^^oft  e?celjent  Majefty, 

f  Sir, 

•  It  is  moft  humbly  reprefented  to  your  majefty 
^  by  William  Dodd,  the  unhappy  convid  now  lying 
•  under  fentence  of  death: 

urged  in  fkvonr  of  infolvent  t£bj  foch  a  chancer  is  hardly 
now^to  be  fband.  I  hxvc,  in  my  tine>  difcharged  great  num- 
bers of  debtors  under  fach  a6b»  and  cannot  recoiled  five  in- 
llances  where  their  difcharge  has  been  oppofed.  And,  with  re- 
gard to  bankrupts  and  other  infolvents,  I  am  warranted  by  long 
experience  and  much  obfervation  to  fay/  that  in  cafes  where 
their  babilicy  to  pay  their  debts  has  arifen  from  misibrtane, 
the  readinefs  of  creditors  to  accept  a  fmall  compofition,  and 
give  them  freih  credit,  has  been  fuch  as  I  could  not  contem* 
plate  without  calling  to  remembrance  the  parable  in  the  Gofpel 
of  th^  lord  that  was  moved  with  compafilon,  and  forgave  his 
iiebcor.  And,  with  refped  to  injuries,  fuch  as  perfonal  afiaoltf 
or  indignities,  an  Engliihman  never  feeks  farther  than  to  humble 
his  adverfary :  when  that  is  done,  forgivenefs  and  fhaking  hands 
ifollowofcoiirfe.  If,  therefore,  it  be  true,  that  humanity  is  dit 
ofl^pring  of  courage,  we  have  not  far  to  feek  for  the  fource  cf 
yritifh  bravery. 

•That 
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*  That  William  Dodd,  acknowledging  thejuftice  of 
the  fentence  denounced  agatnil  him,  has  no  hope  at 
refuge  but  in  your  majefty's  clemency. 

*  That  though  to  recoUeft  or  mention  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  his  life,  or  the  efficacy  of  his  miniftry,  muft 
overwhelm  him,  in  his  prefent  condition,  with 
fhame  and  forrow;  he  yet  humbly  hopes,  that  his 
paft  labours  will  not  wholly  be  forgotten ;  and  that 
the  zeal  with  which  he  has  exhorted  others  to  a  good 
life,  though  it  does  not  extenuate  his  crime,  may 
mitigate  his  punifhment. 

*  That  debafed  as  he  is  by  ignominy,  and  diftreflcd 
as  he  is  by  poverty,  fcorned  by  the  world,  and  dc* 
tefted  by  himfelf,  deprived  of  all  external  comforts^ 
and  affli6ted  by  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  he  can  derive 
no  hopes  of  longer  life,  but  that  of  repairing  the 
injury  he  has  done  to  mankind,  by  exhibiting  an 
example  of  .fliame  and  fubmiffion,and  of  expiating 
his  fins  by  prayer  and  penitence. 

'  That  for  this  end,  he  humbly  implores  from  the 
clemency  of  your  majefty,  the  continuance  of  a  life 
legally  forfeited ;  and  of  the  days  which,  by  your 
gracious  compaflion,  he  may  yet  live,  no  one  (hall 
pafs  without  a  prayer,  that  your  majefty,  after  a 
long  life  of  happinefs  and  honour,  may  ftand,  at 
the  day  of  final  judgment,  among  the  merciful  that 
obtain  mercy. 

*  So  fervently  prays  the  moft  diftreflcd  and  wretched 
of  your  majefty's  fubjefts, 

*  William  Dood/ 
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^  To  the  <;iuecn's  moft  excellent  Majcfty, 

*  Madam, 

*  It  is  moft  humbly. wprcfcntcd  by  Mary  Dodd, 
'•  wife  of;  Dr.,  William  Dodd,  now  lying  in  prifon 

*  under  fentencc  of  death : 

*  Th^?  ihe  has.  been  the  wife  of  this  unhappy  m^ 

*  more  than  twenty-feven  years,  and  has  lived  with 

*  him  in  the  greatefthappinefs  of  conjugal  union,  and 

*  the  higheft  ftate  of  conjugal  confidence. 

' '  That  (he.  has  been  a  conftant  witnefs  of  his  un- 

*  wearied  endeavours  for  public  goodj  ^nd  his  labo- 

*  rious  attendance  on  charitable  inftitutipns.     Many 

*  are  the  families  whom  his  care  has  delivered  from 

*  want  i  many  arc  the  hearts  which  he  has  freed  from 

*  pain,  and  the  faces  which  he  has  cleared  from  fpr- 

*  row. 

*  That,  therefore,  fhe  moft  humbly  throws  hcrfelf 
'  at.  the  feet  of  the  queen,  earneftly  intreating,  that 

*  the  petition  of  ^  diftreffed  wife  afking  mercy  for  a 

*  hufband,  may  be  confidered  as  naturally  fbliddng 

*  .the  compaflion  of  her  majefty  j  and  that,  when  her 
'>  wifdom  has  icornpared  the  offender's  good  adions 

*  with  his  crime,  (he  will  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  his 

*  cafe  to  our, moft  gracious  fovereign,  in  fuch  terms 

*  as  may  difpofe  him  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  jdi€ 

*  law. 

.  *  So  prays  your  majefty's  moft, dutiful  fubjeft  and 
^  fuppUcant, 

^  Mary  Dodd.' 
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To  the  firft  of  thcfc  petitions,  but  not  without  diffi- 
culty,  Mrs.  Dodd  firft  got  the  hands  of  the  jurjr  that 
fbiiiid  the  bill  againft  lier  hufband,  and  after  that,  a9 
It  is  fuppofed,  of  the  jury  that  tried  him*  It  was  theri 
circulated  about,  and  all  the  while  the  cry  for  mercy 
was  kept  up  in  the  news-papers,  and  the  merits  and 
iufferings  of  the  unfortunate  divine  were  fo  artfully 
reprefented  by  paragraphs  therein  inferted,  that,  in  a 
ihort  Ipace  of  rime,  no  fewer  than  twenty-three  thou- 
fand  names  were  fubfcribed  thereto.  Moreover,  letters 
and  addrefles,  written  alfo  by  Johnfon,  imploring  their 
interpofition,  were  fent  to  the  minifter  and  other  great 
perforis. 

While  the  two  petitions  were  in  fufpence,  the  foU 
lowing  obfervations,  penned  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  appeared 
in  the  public  papers  : 

*  Yefterday  was  prefented  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 

*  by  earl  Percy,  a  petition  in  favour  of  Dr.  Dodd, 
i  figned  by^cnty-three  thoufand  hands.  On  this 
^  occafion  it  is  natural  to  confider, 

'  That,  in  all  countries,  penal  laws  have  been  re- 
f  laxed,  as  particular  reafons  have  emerged.  » 

^  That  a  life  eminently  beneficent,  a  fmglc  adion 
^  eminently  good,  or  even  the  power  of  being  ufeful 

*  to  the  public,  have  been  fufficient  to  protcdb  the 
^  life  of  a  delinquent. 

^  That  no  arbiter  of  life  and  death  has  ever  been 
^  cenfured  for  granting  the  life  of  a  criminal  to  honeft- 

*  and  powerful  folicitacion. 

*  That  the  man  for  whom  a  nat';",n  i>e:lrions,  muft 

^  bcprefumed  to  have  meri:  u:n.\j.,r:pon,  in  kind  or 

f  in  degree ;  for,   however  tiie   n:ode    (;i   colle<Sting 

118  *  lublerip^ionsa 
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*  fubfcriptions,  or  the  right  of  judgment  cxcrcifcd 

*  by  the  fubfcribers,  may  be  open  to  diipute,  it  is, 
^  ait  lead,  plain,  that  fbmething  is  done  for  this  man 
^  that  was  never  done  for  any  others  and  govern- 
«  ment,  which  muft  proceed  upon  general  views, 
^  may  rationally  conclude,  that  this  man  is  iomething 

*  better  than  other  offenders  have  been,  or  has  done 

*  fbmething  more  than  others  have  done. 

'  That  though  the  people  cannot  judge  of  the  ad- 
'  miniftration  of  juftice  fo  well  as  their  governors,  yet 

*  their  voice  has  always  been  regarded. 

*  That  this  is  a  cafe  in  which  the  petitioners  dc- 
'  termine  againft  their  own  intereft  j  thofe  for  whoie 
^  protection  the  law  was  made,  increat  its  relaxation, 

*  and  our  governors    cannot   be  charged  with  the 

*  confequcnces  which  the  people  bring  upon  thcm-i 

*  felves. 

*  That  as  this  is  a  caie  without  example,  it  will 

*  probably  be  without  confequences,  and  many  ages 

*  will  elapfe  before  fuch  a  crime  is  ^in  committed 

*  by  fuch  a  man. 

*  That  though  life  be  fpared,  juftice  may  jbe  fa- 

*  tisficd  with  ruin,  imprifonment,  exile,  infamy>  and 

*  penury. 

*  That  if  the  people  now  commit  an  error,  their 
'  error  is  on  the  part  of  mercy:  and  that  perhaps 
'  hiftory  cannot  fliew  a  time,  in  which  the  life  of  a 

*  criminal,  guilty  of  nothing  above  fraud,  was  rc- 

*  fufed  to  the  cry  of  nations,  to  the  joint  fupplica* 

*  tion  of  three  and  twenty  thoufand  petitioners.* 

While  Dodd  was  waiting  the  event  of  the  petitions, 
his  wife  and  friends  were  not  idle.    Dr.  Johnfon  told 

roe. 
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me,  that  they  had  offered  Akerman^  the  keeper  of 
Newgate,  a  thoufand  pounds  to  let  him  efcape ;  and 
that  failing,  that  a  number  of  them,  with  bank- 
notes in  their  pockets,  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  had  watched  for  a  whble  evening,.  / 
about  the  door  of  the  prifon,  for  an  opportunity  of 
corrupting  the  turnkey,  but  could  not  luccced  in 
the  attempt. 

When  all  hopes  of  a  favourable  anfwer  to  either 
of  the  petitions  were  at  an  end,  Johnfon  drew  up 
for  publication  a  fmall  coUedlion  of  what  arc  called 
'  Occafional  papers  by  the  late  William  Dodd, 
*  Lr.  L.  D.'  and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  were 
printed  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife ;  but  fhe,  con- 
fcious  that  they  were  not  of  her  huft>and's  writing, 
would  not  confent  to  their  being  publiftied  j  and  the 
whole  number,  except  two  or  three  copies,  was  fup- 
prefled.  The  laft  office  he  performed  for  this  wretched 
man,  was  the  compofing  afermon,  which  he  delivered  in 
the  chapel  of  Newgate,  on  Friday  6  th  June,  1777,  and 
which  was  foon  after  publiftied  with  the  tide  of  *  The 
^  Convid's  Addrefs.' 

Johnfon  had  never  feen  the  face  of  Dodd  in  his 
life.  His  wife  had  found  her  way  to  him  during  his 
confinement,  and  had  interefted  him  fo  ftrongly  in 
his  behalf,  that  he  lamented  his  fate,  as  he  would 
have  done  that  of  an  intimate  friend  under  the  like 
circumftances.  He  was  deeply  concerned  at  the 
failure  of  the  petitions ;  and  aflced  me  at  the  time, 
if  the  requefl-  contained  in  them  was  not  fuch  an  one 
as  ought  to  have  been  granted  to  the  prayer  of  twen- 
ty-three thoufand  fubjefts  ?  to  which  I  anfwered,  that 
the  fubfcription  of  popular  petitions  was  a  thing  of 

Vol.  I.  Mm  courfc, 
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courfc,  and  that,  therefore,  the  difference  between 
twenty  and  twenty  thoufand  nannes  was  inconfiderable. 
He  further  cenfured  the  clergy  very  feverely,  for  not 
interpofing  in  his  behalf,  and  faid,  that  thcirinaftivity 
arofe  from  a  paltry  fear  of  being  reproached  with 
partiality  towards  one  of  their  own  order. 

Here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking,  an  inconfiftency 
in  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  refpefting  the  cafe  of  Dodd. 
He  aflifted  in  the  folicitations  for  his  pardon,  yet,  in 
his  private  judgment,  he  thought  him  unworthy  of  it> 
having  been  known  to  fay,  that  had  he  been  the  ad- 
vifer  of  the  king,  he  Ihould  have  told  him  that,  in  par- 
doningDodd,  his  juftice,  in  remitting  the  Perrcaus  to 
their  fentence,  would  have  been  called  in  queftion. 

About  this  time.  Dr.  Johnfon  changed  his  dwelling 
in  Johnfon*s  court,  for  a  fomewhat  larger  in  Bolt 
court.  Fleet  ftreet,  where  he  commenced  an  ifitimacy 
with  the  landlord  of  it,  a  very  worthy  and  fenfiblc 
man,  fome  time  fince  deceafed,  Mr,  Edmund  Allen 
the  printer.  Behind  it  was  a  garden,  which  he  took 
delight  in  watering  j  a  room  on  the  ground-floor  was 
affigned  to  Mrs.  Williams,  and  the  whole  of  the  t^'d 
pair  of  ftairs  floor  was  made  a  repofitory  for  his 
books ;  one  of  the  rooms  thereon  being  his  ftudy. 
Here,  in  the  intervals  of  his  refidence  at  Streatham, 
he  received  the  vifits  of  his  friends,  and,  to  the  moft 
intimate  of  them,  fometimes  gave,  not  inelegant 
dinners. 

Being  at  eafe  in  his  circumftances,  and  firce  from 
that  folicitude  which  had  embittered  the  former  part 
of  his  life,  he  funk  into  indolence,  till  his  faculties 
Teemed  to  be  impaired :  deafnefs  grew  upon  him  $ 
long  intervals  of  mental  abfenc^  interrupted  his  con- 
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verfation,  and  it  was  difEculc  to  engage  his  attention 
to  any  fubjeft.  His  friends,  from  thefe  fymptonns, 
concluded,  that  his  lamp  was  emitting  its  laft  rays, 
but  the  lapfe  of  a  fliort  period  gave  them  ample  proofs 
to  the  contrary. 

In  the  year  i774>  the  long- agitated  queftion  of  li- 
terary property  received  a  final  decifion,  on  an  appeal 
to  the  fupreme  judicature  of  this  kingdom,  whereby 
it  was,  in  efFeft,  declared,  that  fuch  property  was 
merely  ideal,  and  exifted  -only  in  imagination  *• 
The  immediate  confequence  of  this  determination 

•  In  the  arguments  in  this  cafe,  on  a  fpecial  verdift,  in  the  court 
of  King's-bcnch,  it  was  admitted,  that  precedents,  dire6lIy,to  the 
point,  were  wanting  :  it  was,  therefore,  determined  by  lord  Manf- 
ficld  and  two  other  judges,  Yates  alone  diflenting,  upon  the  fimple 
principles  of  natural  juitice  and  moral  fitnefs,  that  the  right  con- 
tended for  did  exiil ;  and  that  thefe  are  part  of  the  law  of  England 
i$  afferted,  and  has  ever  been  underftood.  Vide  Dodderidge's  •  Eng* 
'  liih  Lawyer,'  page  154  to  161,  and  '  Do€bor  and  Student*  paffim. 
Nevcrthelefs,  in  the  argument  of  an  appeal  to  the  lords  from  a 
decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in  1774,  it  was  contended,  that^ 
in  new  cafes,  the  judges  had  no  right  to  decide  by  the  rules  of  moral 
fitnefs  and  equitable  right,  but  were  to  be  ruled  by  precedents 
alone.  An  objeftion  the  more  remarkable,  as  coming  from  men 
who  are  known  to  defpife  the  ftudy  of  antiquity,  to  have  ridiculed 
the  pcrufal  of  records,  and  to  have  treated  with  the  utmoft  fcorn, 
what  they  are  pleafed  to  term,  black-letter  learning.  If  this 
be  law,  and  every  judicial  determination  needs  a  precedent, 
we  are  left  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  thofe  early  and  original 
determinations  for  which  no  precedent  could  be  found,  but 
which  are  now  become  fundamental  principles  of  law :  fuch,  for 
inflance,  as  that  a  bare  right  of  a(flion  is  not  aiftgnable  ;  that,  of 
things  fixed  to  the  freehold,  felony  cannot  be  committed ;  that  a 
releafe  to  one  trcfpaffer  is  a  releafe  to  all ;  and  numberlefs  others. 
Lord  Hardwicke  has  been  known  to  direct  a  fcarch  for  precedents, 
and,  when  none  could  be  found,  to  fay — « I  will  make  on^.* 
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was,  a  fcranible  of  the  loweft  and  leaft  principled 
of  the ,  bookfellers,  for  the  jewel  thus  caft  among 
them-  Regardlefs  of  that  obvious  rule  of  natural 
juftice>  which  gives  the  poffeffor  a  right  to  what  he 
has  purchafed,  they  printed  books,  for  the  copy-right 
whereof  very  large  fums  had  been  paid  by  book- 
fellers,  who,  for  their  liberality  to  authors,  and  the 
encouragement  by  them  given  to  voluminous  works, 
had  been  looked  on  and  acknowledged  as  the  patrons 
of  literature.  Among  thefe  numerous  depredators 
was  one,  who  projefted  an  edition  of  the  Engliih 
p6ets,  which,  by  advertifcments  conceived  in  the 
moft  hyperbolical  terms,  and  calculated  to  impofc 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant,  was  obtruded  on 
the  public. 

The  bookfellers,  againft  whofe  intereft  this  intended 
publication  was  likely  to  operate,  derived  their  right 
to  the  works  of  many  of  the  poets,  included  in  the 
above  defign  by  mefne  affignments,  from  thofe  ever 
refpeftable  men  the  Tonfons,  who  had  purchafed 
them  of  their  authors.  To  check  this  attempt, 
therefore,  they  determined  themfelves  to  publifli  an 
edition  of  the  poets,  and,  in  order  to  obtain  for  it 
a  preference,  engaged  Johnfon  to  write  the  lives  of 
all,  or  the  chief  of  them ;  and  he  undertook  and  exe- 
cuted the  talk  with  great  alacrity,  and  in  a  manner 
that  argued  not  the  leaft  decline  of  his  faculties. 

When  Johnfon  had  determined  on  this  work,  he 
was  to  feek  for  the  btft  mode  of  executing  it.  On  a 
hint  from  a  literary  lady  of  his  acquaintance  and  mine, 
he  adopted,  for  his  outline,  that  form  in  which  the 
countefs  D'Aunois  has  drawn  up  the  memoirs  of  the 
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French  poets,  in  her  ^  Recueils'  dcs  plus  belles  pieces 
^  des  Poctes  Fran^jois ;'  and  the  foundation  of  his 
work  was,  the  lives  of  the  dramatic  poets  by  Lang- 
baine,  and  the  lives  of  the  poets  at  large  by  Win- 
ftanley,  and  that  more  modern  one  than  either,  their 
lives  by  Giles  Jacob,  whofe  information,  in  many 
inftances,  was  communicated  by  the  perfons  them- 
felves.  Neverthelefs,  the  materials  which  Johnfon 
had  to  work  on  were  very  fcanty.  He  was  never  ^ 
fedulous  enquirer  after  fafts  or  anecdotes,  nor  very 
accurate  in  fixing  dates:  Oldys  vas  the  m:n  of  all 
others^ the  beft  qualified  for  fuch  an  employment; 
Johnfon's  talent  was  difquifition ;  a  genius  like  his, 
difdained  lb  fervile  a  labour.  Whenever,  therefore, 
he  found  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for  fuch  intelligence  as  his 
work  required,  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  indullry  of 
a  friend  or  two,  who  took  pleafure  in  furnifliing  him 
with  fuch  particulars  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  lives  of 
Addifon,  Prior,  Pope,  Swift,  Gay,  and  a  few  others, 
whofe  perfons,  habits,  and  charafters,  ibme  yet,  or 
very  lately  living,  were  able,  cither  from  their  own 
knowledge,  or  authenticated  tradition,  to  defcribe. 

The  book  came  abroad  in  the  year  1778,  in 
ten  fmall  volumes,  and  no  work  of  Johnfon  has  been 
more  celebrated-  It  has  been  faid  to  contain  the 
foundeft  principles  of  criticifm,  and  the  moft  judi- 
cious examen  of  the  efFufions  of  poetic  genius,  that 
any  country,  not  excepting  France,  has  to  fhew  i  and 
{o  much  of  this  is  true,  that,  in  our  perufai  of  it,  wc 
find  our  curiofity,  as  to  f^ds  and  circumftances,  ab- 
(orbed  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  penetrating 
refle£tions  and  nice  difcriminations^  which  are  far  the 
greater  part  of  it. 
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It  is>  neverthelefs,  to  be  queftioned,  whether  John- 
fon  poflcffed  all  the  qualities  of  a  critic,  one  of  which 
feems  to  be  a  truly  poetic  faculty*  This  may  feem  a 
ftrange  doubt,  of  one  who  has  transfufcd  the  fpirit.of 
one  of  Mr.  Pope's  fincft  poems  into  one  written  by 
himfelf  in  a  dead  language,  and,  in  two  inftances, 
nearly  equalled  the  greateft  of  the  Roman  fatyrifts. 
By  the  poetic  faculty,  I  mean  that  power  which  is  the 
refult  of  a  mind  ftored  with  beautiful  images,  and 
which  exerts  itfelf  in  creation  and  defcription :  of 
this  Johnfon  was  totally  devoid.  His  organs,  im- 
perfeft  as  they  were,  could  convey  to  his  imagination 
but  little  of  that  intelligence  which  forms  the  poetic 
charafter,  and  produces  that  enthufiafm  which  diftin- 
guifhes  It.  If  we  try  his  ability  by  Shakelpearc*s  fa- 
mous defcription  -, 

*  The  poet's  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 

*  Doth  glance  from  Heaven  to  earth,  from  earth 

*  to  Heaven ; 

*  And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 

^  The  forms  of  things  unknown,  the  poet's  pen 

*  Turns  them  to  ftiapes,  and  gives  to  airy  nothing 

*  A  local  habitation,  and  a  name  :' 

he  will  appear  deficient.  We  know  that  he  wanted 
this  power  j  that  he  had  no  eye  that  could  be  faid  to 
roll  or  glance,  and,  therefore,  that  all  his  conceptions 
of  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  external  objefts, 
of  beautiful  fcenes,  and  extenfive  profpefts,  were 
derived  from  the  reports  of  others,  and  confequently 
were  but  the  feeble  impreffions  of  their  archetypes; 

fo 

10 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dr.  S  a  M  U  E  L  J  O  H  N  S  O  N.  '  s  j5 
fo  that  it  may  be  queftioned  whetherj  either  waking 
or  fleeping, 

*  Such  fights  as  youthful  pcets  dream,* 

were  ever  prefented  to  his  view. 

This  defedt  in.  his  imaginative  faculty,  may  well 
account  for  the  frigid  commendation  which  Johnibn 
beftows  on  Thomfon,  and  other  of  the  defcriptivc 
poets,  on  many  fine  paffages  in  Dryden,  and  on  the 
Henry  and  Emma  of  Prior.  Moral  fentimtnts,  and 
vcrfification,  fecm  chiefly  to  have  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, and  on  thefe  his  criticifms  are  accurate,  but 
fcvere,  and  not  always  impartial.  His  avowed  fond- 
nefs  for  rhyme  is  one  of  the  blemifties  in  his  judg- 
ment :  he  entertained  it  in  oppofition  to  *  Milton^ 
and  cherifhcd  it  through  the  whole  of  his  life ;  and  it 
led  him  into  many  errors.  Dryden  had  his  doubts 
about  the  preference  of  rhyme  to  blank  verfe  j  and 
I  have  heard  Johnfon  accufe  him  for  want  of  principle 
in  this  rcfped,  ^nd  of  veering  about  in  his  opinion 
on  the  fubjedt.  No  fuch  imputation  could  fallen  on 
himfelf. 

That  Johnfon  had  no  fenfe  of  the  harmony  of  mu- 
fical  founds,  himfelf  would  frequently  confefs,  but 
this  defeft  left  him  not  without  the  power  of  deriving 
pleafurc  from  metrical  harmony,  from  that  commix- 
ture of  long  and  Ihorc  quantities,  which  the  laws  of 
profody  have  reduced  to  rule,  and  from  whence 
ariles  a  dtlight  in  thofe  whofe  ear  is  unafitfted  by 
confonance.  The  ftrokes  on  the  pulfarile  inftruments, 
the  drum  for  inftance,  though  they  produce  monoto* 
nous  founds,  have,  if  made  by  rule,  mathematical  ra- 
tios of  duple  and  triple,  with  numberlels  fradions, 
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and  admit  of  an  infinite  variety  of  combinations, 
which  give  plcafure  to  the  auditory  faculty  j  but  of 
this  Johnfon  fecms  alfo  to  have  been  infenfible.  That 
his  own  numbers  are  fo  harmonious  as>  in  general^ 
we  find  them,  muft  have  been  the  efftft  of  his  fcdu- 
lous  attention  to  the  writings  of  Dryden  and  Pope, 
and  the  difcovery  of  fome  fecret  in  their  verfificarion, 
of  which  he  was  able  to  avail  himfelf. 

If  Johnfon  be  to  be  numbered  among  thofc  poets  in 
whom  the  powers  of  underftanding,  more  than  thofc 
of  the  irinagination,  are  feen  to  exift,  we  have  a  reafon 
for  that  coldncfs  and  infcnfibility  which  he  fo  often 
difcovers  in  the  courfe  of  this  workj  and,  when 
we  rccoUcft  that  he  profcffed  himfelf  to  be  a  fafti- 
dious  critic,  we  are  not  to  wonder,  that  he  is  fome- 
timcs  backward  in  bellowing  applaufc  on  paflages 
that  fecm  to  merit  it.  In  Iborr,  he  was  a  fcrupulous 
cftimator  of  beauties  and  blemilhes,  and  poffefled  a 
fpirit  of  criticifm,  which,  by  long  exercife,  may  be 
faid  to  have  become  mechanical.  So  nicely  has  he 
balanced  the  one  againft  the  other,  that,  in  fome  in- 
dances,  he  has  made  neither  fcale  preponderate,  and, 
in  others,  by  confidering  the  failings  of  his  authors 
as  pofitive  demerit,  he  has  left  fome  celebrated  names 
in  a  ftate  of  reputation  below  mediocrity.  A  fpirit 
like  this,  had  before  adkuated  him  in  his  preface  to 
Shakefpeare,  in  which,  by  a  kind  of  arithmetical 
procefs,  fubtrafting  from  his  excellencies  his  failings, 
he  has  endeavoured  to  fink  him  in  the  opinion  of 
his  numerous  admirers,  and  to  perfuade  us,  againft 
reafon  and  our  own  feelings,  diat  the  former  are  an* 
nihilatcd  by  the  Utter, 
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His  ccnfures  of  the  writings  of  lord  Lyttclton,  and 
of  Gray,  gave  great  offence  to  the  friends  of  each  : 
the  firft  coft  him  the  friendftiip  of  a  lady,  whofe  re- 
marks on  the  genius  of  Shakefpeare  have  raifed  her 
to  a  degree  of  eminence  among  the  female  writers  of 
this  time  -,  and  the  fuppofed  injury  done  by  him  to 
the  memory  of  Gray,  .is  refented  by  the  whole  uni- 
vcrfity  of  Cambridge.  The  charafter  of  Swift  he  has 
ftigmatized  with  the  brand  of  pride  and  fclfilhnefs,  fo 
deeply  impreffed,  that  the  marks  thereof  feem  inde- 
lible. In  the  praifes  of  his  wit,  he  does  him  no  more 
than  juftice  ;  of  his  moral  qualities,  he  has  made  the 
moft  J  and  of  his  learning,  of  which  Swift  poffefled 
but  a  very  fmall  portion,  he  has  faid  nothing.  Few 
can  be  offended  at  Johnfon's  account  of  this  man, 
whofe  arrogance  and  malevolence  were  a  reproach  to 
human  nature ;  and  in  whofe  voluminous  writings 
little  is  to  be  found,  that  can  conduce  to  the  improve* 
ment  or  benefit  of  mankind,  or,  indeed,  that  it  bc- 
ieemed  a  clergyman  to  publifli. 

In  his  own  judgment  of  the  lives  of  the  poets, 
Johnfon  gave  the  preference  to  that  of  Cowley,  as 
containing  a  nicer  inveftigation  and  difcrimination  of 
the  charadtcriftics  of  wit,  than  is  elfewhere  to  be  found. 
Others  have  affigned  toDryden's  life  the  pre-eminence. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  finely  written,  and  an  enter- 
taining book,  and  is  likely  to  be  coeval  with  the 
memory  of  the  beft  of  the  writers  whom  it  cele- 
brates. 

To  the  life  of  Pope,  he  thought  proper  to  adjoin  a 
criticifm  on  the  epitaphs  of  that  poet,  written  fomc 
years  before,  and  infcrted  in  a  monthly  pamphlet, 
jptitled  'ThcVifitor/  in  which  he  detefts  a  great 
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number  of  faulty  paiTageB,  and  puerile  fentimehts. 
An  attempt  of  the  like  kind  had  formerly  been  made 
by  Concanen^  one  of  the  Dunciad  heroes^  in  a  paper 
called  *  The  Speculatift/  firft  publilhed  in  one  of  the 
periodical  papers  of  the  day,  and  afterwards  colledted 
into  an  odavo  volume ;  but  it  went  no  farther  than  to 
acenfure  of  the  infcription  on  Craggs's  monument  in 
Weftminfter  abbey,  which,  by  the  way,  was  never  in-- 
tended  for  an  epitaph,  but  is  an  eulogium  on  that  ftatef- 
man,  taken  from  Pope's  ^  Epiftle  to  Mr.  Addifon,  oc- 
cafioned  by  his  dialogues  on  medals/  Johnfon  has  no* 
ticed  this,  and  apologizing  for  fome  faults  in  it,  imputes 
them,  in  hisftrong  manner  of  expreffion,  to  the  violence 
with  which  the  lines  were  torn  from  the  original.  The 
whole  of  Concanen's  criticifm  turns  upon  the  length 
of  the  infcription,  which  is  fix  lines,  and,  by  a  (trange 
blunder  of  Pope,  is  recommended  as  a  motto  for 
the  fuppofed  medal  to  be  (truck  in  commemoration 
of  his  fervices,  and  gives  occafion  to  the  critic  to 
a(k— — '  Is  this  a  motto  for  a  medal  or  a  mill* 
*  ftone.' 

But  Johnfon,  who  never  examined  the  writings  ot 
amy  author,  but  with  an  eye  the  moft  penetrating,  has 
taken  a  nearer  view  of  thefe  compofitions  of  Pope,  as 
they  appear  in  his  works,  and  difcovered,  that  Icarce 
any  one  of  them,  aotwithftanding  the  beauty  of  ver- 
fification  .which  they  difplay,  will  bear  the  teft  of  found 
criticifm.  For  his  remarks  on  them,  this  is  no^t 
place :  the  inquifitive  reader  is  therefore  referred  for 
the  perufal  of  them  to  the  life  of  Pope,  among  the 
poets  i  and,  for  farther  information  on  the  fubjeft  of 
monumental  infcriptions,  to  ^  An  Ef&y  on  Epitaphs,' 
among  his  philological  trads. 
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All  that  is  neceffary  to  remark  on  his  exajucfn  of 
Pope's  epitaphs  is,  that,  in  one  inftance,  it  was  pro* 
duftivcofa  lingular  event,  the  total  erafure  of  that 
epitaph  on  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller's  monument  in  Weft- 
minfter  abbey,  which  had  long  been  objeded  to,  as 
being  a  very  indifferent  invitation  of  cardinal  Bembo's 
fanfious  diftich  on  Raphael ;  and  it  feems  that  the 
author  thought  fo,  for,  in  the  later  editions  of  his 
works,  he  has  omitted  it. 

^  Ille  hie  eft  Raphael,  timuit  quo  fofpite  vinci 
^  Rerum  magna  parens,  &  moriente  mori/  * 

After  he  had  finilhed  the  lives  of  the  poets,  Johnfon, 
contemplating  the  ftrength  of  his  mental  powers,  was 
fo  little  fenfible  of  any  decay  in  them,  that  he  enter- 
tained a  defign  of  giving  to  the'  world  a  tranflation 
of  that  voluminous  work  of  Thuanus,  the  hiftory  of 
his  own  times,  an  undertaking  furely  too  laborious 
for  one  who  had  nearly  completed  the  age  of  man, 
and  whofe  mind  was  generally  occupied  by  fubjefts 
of  greater  importance  than   any  that  relate  to  this 
world.     But,  in  this  eftimate  of  his  abilities,  he  foon 
found  himfelf  deceived.     Sleeplefs   nights,   and  the 
ufe  of  opium,  which   he   took   in  large  quantities, 
alternately  deprefled  and  raifed  his  fpirits,  and  ren- 
dered him  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  powers,  fo 
that,  had  he  purfued  his  refolution,  he  would,  doubt- 
lefs,  have  funk  under  the  burden  of  fo  great  a  la- 
bour. 

It  may  farther  be  queftioned  whether,  upon  trial, 
he  would  not  have  found  himfelf  unequal  to  the 
Cifk  of  transfufing  into  an  Englifh  verfion  the  Ipirit 
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of  his  author.  Johnfon's  talent  was  original  thinking, 
and  though  he  was  ever  able  to  exprefs  his  own  fen- 
timents  in  nervous  language,  he  did  not  always  fuc- 
ceed  in  his  attempts  to  familiarife  the  fenfe  of  others  : 
his  tranflation  of  Pere  Lobo's  voyage  has  little  to 
recommend  it  but  the  fubjeft-matter.  Arhong  his 
papers  was  found,  a  tranflation  from  Salluft  of  the 
*  Bellum  Catilinarium,'  fo  flatly  and  infipidly  rendered, 
that  the  fuffering  it  to  appear  would  have  been  an  in-* 
deligible  difgrace  to  his  memory. 

We  mufl:  row  take  our  leave  of  Johnfon  as  an  au- 
thor, and  view  him  as  a  man  worn  out  with  literary 
labour  and  difeafe,  contemplating  his  diflblution,  and 
exerting  all  bis  powers  to  refift  that  conftitutional 
malady  which  now,  more  than  ever,  oppreffcd  him. 
To  divert  himfelf  from  a  train  of  thinking  which 
often  involved  him  in  a  labyrinth  of  doubts  and 
difficulties  touching  a  future  ftate  of  exiftencc,  he 
Iblicited  the  frequent  vifits  of  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance, the  moft  difcerning  of  whom  could  not 
but  fee,  that  the  fabric  of  his  mind  was  tottering; 
and,  to  allay  thofe  fcruples  and  terrors  which  haunted 
him  in  his  vacant  hours,  he  betook  himfelf  to  the 
reading  of  books  of  practical  divinity,  and,  among 
the  reft,  the  writings  of  Baxter,  and  others  of  the  old 
puritan  and  non-conforming  divines.  Of  Baxter,  he 
entertained  a  very  high  opinion,  and  often  fpoke  of 
him  to  me  a^  a  man  of  great  parts,  profound  learn- 
ing, and  exemplary  piety  :  he  faid,  of  the  office  for 
the  communion  drawn  up  by  him  and  produced  at 
the  Savoy-conference,  that  it  was  one  of  the  fineft 
compofitions  of  the  ritual  kind  he  had  ever  feen  *• 

♦  It  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  firfl  volume  of  Dr.  Calamy*s 
abridgement  of  Mr.  Baxter's  Hillory  of  his  Life  and  Times. 

It 
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It  was  a  circumftance  to  be  wondered  at^  that  a  high- 
churchman,  as  Johnfon  ever  profeffed  himfelf  to  be, 
fhould  be  driven  to  feek  for  fpiritual  comfort  in  the 
writings  of  feftaries  j  men  whom  he  afFeftcd,  as  well 
to  condemn  for  their  ignorance,  as  to  hate  for  their 
principles  -,  but,  as  his  acquaintance  with  the  world, 
and  with  the  writings  of  fuch  men  as  Watts,  Fofter, 
Lardncr,  and  Lowman,  increafed,  thefe  prejudices 
were  greatly  foftened.  Of  the  early  puritans,  he 
thought  their  want  of  general  learning  was  atoned 
for  by  their  Ikill  in  the  Scriptures,  and  the  holinefs . 
of  their  lives*;  and,  to  juftify  his  opinion  of  them, 

*  Yet  have  there  been  among  them  a  few^  as  eminent  for  their 
learning  as  their  piety,  and,  in  jufticc  to  their  memory,  I  will  men- 
tion two  of  this  charadler  :  the  one  was  Gataker,  well  known  for 
his  excellent  edition  of  the  Meditations  of  the  emperor  Marcos 
Antoninus,  and  his  Commentary  on  the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah ; .  the 
other,  a  fomewhat  earlier  writer,  old  Mr.  Dod,  furnamed  the  Dc- 
calogift,  an  exquifite  Hebrew  fcholar,  a  man  of  primitive  fandity, 
and<«  pafllve  non-conforming  divine.  His  memory  is  not  quite 
extinft  among  the  difTenters  of  the  prefent  age,  for  I  remember, 
in  my  youth,  to  have  feen,  in  the  window  of  an  old  bookfeller  of 
that  denomination!  a  printed  broad  fheet,  with  a  wooden  portrait 
at  the  top  thereof,  intitled  *  Mr.  Dod's  fayings,'  being  a  ftring  of 
religious  aphorifms,  intended  to  be  ftuck  up  in  the  houfes  of  poor 
peribns.  In  Fuller's  Worthies,  page  i8i,  and  alfoin  his  Church, 
hiilory,  book  xi.  page  219,  are  fome  particulars  that  mark  his  cha- 
ra^er,  and  in  the  latter,  page  220,  the  following  note  of  liisiimpli- 
city.  *  He  was  but  coarfely  ufed  by  the  cavaliers,  and  when  the  fol- 

*  dicrs,  who  came  to  plunder  him « brought  down  the  fheets  out  of  his 
'  chamber,  into  the  room  where  he  fat  by  the  fire- fide,  he,  in  their 
'  ablence  to  fearch  for  more,  took  one  pair,  and  clapped  them  under 

<  his  cuihion  whereon  he  fat,  much  pleafing  himfelf,  after  their 

<  departure,  that  he  had,   as  he  faid,  plundered  the  plunderers, 

*  and,  by  a  lawful  felony,  had  faved  fo  much  of  his  own  to  himfelf. 
'  He  died  the  fame  year  with  archbi(hop  Laud,  1646,  and  with 

<  him,'  this  author  addi,  « the  old  puritan  feemed  to  expire/ 
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and  their  writings,  he  once  cited  to  me  a  faying  of 
Howell  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  to  make  a  man  a 
complete  Chriftian,  he  muft  have  the  works  of  a  Papift, 
the  words  of  a  Puritan,  and  the  faith  of  a  Proteftant  *. 
At  times  when  he  was  moft  diftreffed,  I  recommended 
to  him  the  perufal  of  bifhop  Taylor's  *  Rules  and 

*  Exercifes  of  holy  Living  and  Dying,*  and  alfo,  his 

*  Duftor  Dubitantium,'  a  book  abounding  in  erudi- 
tion, and  moft  aptly  fuitmg  his  circumftances.  Of 
the  former,  though  he  placed  the  author  at  the  head 
of  all  the  divines  that  have  fucceeded  the  fathers,  he 
faid,  that  in  the  reading  thereof,  he  had  found  little 
more  than  he  brought  himfelf ;  and,  at  the  mention  of 
the  latter,  he  feemed  to  fhrink.  His  Greek  teftament 
was  generally  within  his  reach,  and  he  red  much  in 
it.  He  was  competently  (killed  in  the  writings  of 
the  fathers,  yet  was  he  more  converfant  with  thofc 
of  the  great  Englifh  church-men,  namely.  Hooker, 
Ufher,  Mede,  Hammond,  Sanderfon,  Hall,  and 
others  of  that  clafs.  Dr,  Henry  More,  of  Cam- 
bridge,  he  did  not  much  afFeft :  he  was  a  platonift, 
and,  in  Johnfon's  opinion,  a  vifionary.  He  would 
frequently  cite  from  him,  and  laugh  at,  a  paffage  to 
this  effeft : — ^  At  the  confumaiation  of  all  things,  it 
'  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  eternity  fhall  Ihake  hands 

*  with  opacity.'     He   had   never,   till  I  mentioned 

*  Howell's  Letters,  book  ii.  letter  ii.  The  aathor  muft  here 
be  underilood  to  mean  proteftantsof  the  eftablifhed  church,  for  the 
puritans  are  alfo  proteftants.  This  didum  carries  the  more  ivvighc 
with  it>  as  it  comes  from  a  man  whofe  fentiments,  refpedingfefta- 
ries,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  pafTage  in  another  of  his 
letters  :«-^  If  I  hate  any,  it  is  thofe  fchifmatics  that  puzzle  the 
^  fweet  peace  of  the  church;  fo  that  I  could  be  content  to  fee  an 
'  Anabaptift  go  to  Hell  on  a  firownift's  back.'  Book  i.  letter  31* 
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him,   heard    of    Dr.  Thomas  Jackfon,   of  Corpus 

Chrifti  college,  Oxon.  Upon  my  recommendation 
of  his  works,  in  three  folio  volumes,  he  made  me  a 
promife  to  buy  and  ftudy  them,  which  he  lived  not 
to  perform.  He  was,  for  fome  time,  pleafed  with 
Kempis's,  or  rather  John  Gcrfon's  traft  *  De  Imi- 
^  tationc  Chrifti,'  but  at  length  laid  it  afide,  fay- 
ing, that  the  main  defign  of  it  was  to  promote  mo- 
naftic  piety,  and  inculcate  ecclefiaftical  obedience. 
One  fentiment  therein,  he,  however,  greatly  ap- 
plauded, and  I  find  it  adopted  by  bifhop  Taylor, 
who  gives   it  in  the  following  words  : — *  It  is  no 

*  great  matter  to  live   lovingly  with  good-natured, 

*  with  humble  and  nneek  perfons ;  but  he  that  can 

*  do  fo  with  the  froward,  with  the  wilful,  and  the 

*  ignorant,  with  the  peeviih  and  perverfe,  he  only 

*  hath  true  charity.  Always  remembering,  that  our 
^  true  folid  peace,  the  peace  of  God,  confifts  rather 
'  in  compliance\with  others,  than  in  being  complied 

*  with ;  in  fufFering  and  forbearing,  rather  than  in 

*  contention  and  viftory  *.' 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  ftudies,  he  exercifed  his 
powers  of  eloquence,  in  the  compofition  of  forms 
of  devotion,  adapted  to  his  circumftances  and  the 
ftatc  of  his  mind  at  different  times.  Of  thefe,  a 
fpecimen  has  lately  been  given  to  the  public.  He 
alfo  tranQated  into  Latin  many  of  the  coUefts  in  our 
liturgy.  This  was  a  praftice  which  he  took  up  in 
his  early  years,  and  continued  through  his  life,  as  he 
did  alio  the  noting  down  the  particular  occurrences 
of  each  day  thereof,  but  in  a  loofe  and  defultory  way, 

*  Polemical  and  moral  difcourfes,  folio,  1657, page  25. 
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in  books  of  various  forms,  and  in  no  regular  or  con- 
tinued fucceflion. 

He  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  that  famous  faying  of 
John  Valdeffo,  which  induced  the  emperor  Charles 
the  fifth  to  refign  his  crown,  and  betake  himfclf  to 
religious  retirement ;  *  Oportet  inter  vitae  negotia,  et 
^  diem  mortis,  fpatium  aliquod  intercedere  V  never- 
thelefs,  he  was  but  an  ill  hufband  of  his  time.  He 
was,  throughout  his  life,  making  refolutions  to  rife 
at  eight,  no  very  early  hour,  and  breaking  them. 
The  vifits  of  idle,  and  fome  of  them  very  worthlcfs 
perfbns,  were  never  unwelcome  to  him ;  and  though 
they  interrupted  him  in  his  ftudies  and  meditations, 
yet,  as  they  gave  him  opportunities  of  difcourfe, 
and  furnilhed  him  with  intelligence,  he  ftrove  rather 
to  protraft  than  Ihorten  or  difcountenance  them; 
and,  when  abroad,  fuch  was  the  laxity  of  his  mind, 
that  he  confented  to  the  doing  of  many  things, 
otherwife  indifferent,  for  the  avowed  reafon  that  they 
would  drive  on  time. 

Of  his  vifitors  at  this  time  myfelf  was  one,  and 
having  known  the  ftate  of  his  n^ind  at  different 
periods,  and  his  habitual  dread  of  infanity,  I  was 
greatly  dcfirous  of  calming  his  mind,  and  rendering 
him  fufceptible  of  the  many  enjoyments  of  which  1 
thought  him  then  in  poffeffion,  namely,  a  permanent 
income,  tolerable  health,  a  high  degree  of  reputation 
for  his  moral  qualities  and  literary  exertions,  by 
which  latter  he  had  made  a  whole  country  ieniibic 
of  its  obligation  to  him,  and,  laftiy,  that  he  had  as 

*  It  is  fit^  that  between  the  bufinefs  of  life>  and  the  day  of  death, 
ibme  fpace  (hoald  intervene. 

few 
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ftw  enemies  as  a  man  of  his  eminence  could  expert. 
On  one  day  in  particiljlaf,  when  I  was  fuggefting  to 
him  thefe  and  the  like  reflcftions,  he  gave  thanks  to 
Almighty  God,  but  added,  that  notwithftanding  all 
the  above  benefits,  the  profpeft  of  death,  which  was 
now  at  no  great  diftance  from  him,  was  become  ter- 
rible, and  that  he  could  not  think  of  it  but  with  great 
pain  and  trouble  of  mind. 

I  was  very  much  furprifed  and  Ihocked  at  fuch  a 
declaration  from  fuch  a  man,  and  told  him,  that  from 
my  long  acquaintance  with  him,  I  conceived  his  life 
to  have  been  an  uniform  courfe  of  virtue,  that  he 
had  ever  fhewn  a  deep  fcnfe  of,  and  zeal  for,  religion^ 
arid  that,  both  by  his  example  and  his  writings,  he 
had  recommended  the  praftice  of  it :  that  he  had  not 
refted,  as  many  do,  in  the  exercife  of  common  ho- 
nefly,  avoiding  the  grofler  enormities,  yet  rcjefting 
thofe  advantages  that  refult  from  the  belief  of  divine 
revelation^  but  that  he  had,  by  prayer,  and  other  ex* 
ercifes  of  devotion,  cultivated  in  his  mind  the  feeds 
of  goodnefs,  and  was  become  habitually  pious.  Thefe 
fuggeftions  made  little  impreflion  on  him:  he  la* 
mentcd  the  indolence  in  which  he  had  fpent  his  life, 
talked  of  fecret  tranfgreflions,  and  feemed  defirou j  of 
telling  me  more  to  that  purpofc  than  I  was  willing  to 
hear. 

From  thefe  perturbations  of  mind,  he  had,  how- 
ever, at  times,  relief.  Upon  a  vifit,  that  I  made  him 
fome  months  after,  I  found  him  much  altered  in  his 
fentiments.  He  faid  that,  having  reflefted  on  the 
tranfadions  of  his  life,  and  acknowledged  his  fins 
before  God,  he  felt  within  himfclf  a  confidence  in  his 

Vol.  !•  N  n  mercy. 
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mercy,  and  that,  trufting  to  the  merits  of  his  Redeems/^ 
bis  mind  was  now  in  a  ftate  of  perfed  tranquillity. 

In  thcfe  difcourfcs,  he  would  frequcndy  mention, 
with  great  energy  and  encomiums,  the  penitence  of 
the  man  who  aflumed  the  name,  and  by  that  I  muft 
call  him,  of  George  Pfalmanaazar,  a  Frenchman,  but 
who  pretended  to  be  a  native  of  the  iiland  of  For* 
mofa,  and  a  convert  from  paganifm  to  Chriftianity^ 
and,  as  fuch,  received  baptifm.  By  the  help  of  his  gfeat 
learning  and  endowments,  he  eluded  alt  attempts  to  de« 
ted  his  impoftures,  but,  in  his  more  advanced  age,  be- 
came a  fincere  penitent,  and,  without  any  other  mo- 
tive  than  a  fenfe  of  his  fin,  publiihed^  confeffion  of 
them,  and  begged  the  pardon  of  mankind  in  terms 
the  moft  humble  and  affefting.  The  remainder  of 
his  life  was  exemplary,  and  he  died  in  1763.  The 
habitation  of  this  peribn  was  in  Ironmonger  row^ 
Old  ftreet,  Middlefex,  in  the  neighbourhood  whereof 
he  was  fo  well  known  and  efteemed,  that,  as  Dr« 
Hawkefworth  once  told  me,  fcarce  any  peribn^  even 
children,  palTed  him  without  fhewing  him  the  ufual 
figns  of  refpcft.  He  was  one  of  the  writers  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  and,  by  his  intcrcourie  with  the 
bookfellers  it  was,  as  I  conceive,  that  Johnfoa  became 
acquainted  with  him  *• 

I  mention  the  above  particulars,  as  well  to  corrobo- 
rate thofe  teftimonies  of  Johnfon's  piety  already  extant, 
as  to  refute  the  objeftions  of  many  infidels,  who,  dc- 
firous  of  having  him  thought  to  be  of  their  party, 

^  For  a  more  particular  account  of  thia  extraordinary  mm,  let 
<  the  new  and  general  Bipgraphical  Diabnary^'  in  twelve  volnmcs, 
Svo.  1774, 10  articulo. 

endeavoured 
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tndeayoured  to  make  it  believed,  that  he  was  a  mere 
itioraliflr,  and  that,  when  writing  on  religious  fubjefts, 
kc  accommodated  himfelf  to  the  notions  of  the  vul- 
gar: And  alfo,  becaufe  a  certain  female  fceptic,  of  his 
acquaintance,  was  once  heard  to  lay,  that  flie  was 
fure  Dr.  Johnfon  was  too  great  a  philofopher  to  be  a 
believer. 

From  this  digfeflion,  which  I  mean  as  an  Intro- 
duftion  to  certain  particulars  of  his  behaviour  in  his 
laft  illnefs,  hereafter  related,  I  proceed  to  the  future 
events  of  his  life.  In  the  year  178 1,  death  put  an: 
end  to  the  friendlhip  that,  for  fome  years,  had  fubfifted 
between  him  and  Mr.  Thrale,  biit  gave  birth  to  ^ 
relation  that  feemed  to  be  but  a  continuation  of  it> 
viz.  that  of  an  executor,  the  duties  of  which  office 
involved  in  it  the  management  of  an  immenfc  trade, 
the  difpofal  of  a  large  fortune,  and  the  interefts  o( 
children  rifing  to  maturity.  For  the  trouble  it  might 
create  him,  Mr.  Thrale  bequeathed  to  him,  as  he  did 
to  each  of  his  other  executors,  a  legacy  of  two  hundred 
pounds* 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  not  enough  a  m^n  of  the  world 
to  be  capable  alone  of  fo  important  a  truft.  Indeed,  ic 
required,  for  the  execution  of  it,  fomewhat  like  a  board, 
a  kind  of  ftanding  council,  adapted,  by  the  feveral  qua- 
lifications of  the  individuals  that  compofed  it,  to  all 
emergencies.  Mr.  Thrale  wifely  forefaw  this,  and 
affociated  with  Johnfon  three  other  perfons,  men  of 
great  experience  in  bufinefs,  and  of  approved  worth 
and  integrity.  It  was  eafy  to  fee,  as  Johnfon  was 
unfkilled  in  both  money  and  commercial  tranfa&ions, 
that  Mr.  Thrale's  view,  in  conftituting  him  one  of  his 
lexecutors,  could  only  be,  that,  by  his  philofophical 
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prudence  and  fagacity,  of  which  himfclf  had,  iiv 
fome  inftances,  found  the  benefit*,  he  might  give 
a  general  direftion  to  the  motions  of  (o  vaft  a 
machine  as  they  had  to  conduft*  Perhaps  he  might 
alfo  think,  that  the  celebrity  of  Johnfon's  charaftcr 
would  give  a  luftre  to  that  conftellation,  in  which  he 
had  thought  proper  to  place  him.  This  may  be 
called  vanity,  but  it  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  which  induced  Mr.  Pope  to  appoint  Mr. 
Murray,  now  earl  of  Mansfield,  one  of  the  executors 
of  his  will. 

No  fooner  had  this  truft  devolved  on  him,  than  he 
applied  to  me  for  advice.  He  had  never  been  an 
executor  before,  and  was  at  a  lofs  in  the  fteps  to  be 
taken.  I  told  him  the  firft  was  proving  the  will,  a 
term  that  he  underftood  not.  I  explained  it  to  him, 
as  alfo  the  oath  that  would  be  tendered  to  him,  faith- 
fully to  execute  it,  to  adminifter  the  teftator's  effcds 
according  to  law,  and  to  render  a  true  account 
thereof  when  required.  1  told  him  that  in  this  aft 
he  would  be  joined  by  the  other  executors,  whom,  as 
they  were  all  men  of  bufinefs,  he  would  do  well  to 
follow* 

•  •  A  few  yctirs  before  Mr.  Thrale's  death,  ah  emulation  arofe 
among  the  brewers  to  exceed  each  other  in  the  magnitude  of  their 
vefTels  for  keeping  beer  to  a  certain  age,  probably  taking  the  hint 
from  the  great  tun  at  Heidelburg.  One  of  that  trade*  I  think  it 
ivas  Mr. Whi thread  I  had  made  one  that  would  hold  fome  thouiand 
barrels,  the  thought  whereof  troubled  Mr.  Thrale,  and  made  hiai 
i-epeat,  from  Plutarch,  a  faying  of  Themifloclcs,  '  The  trophies  of 
'  Miltiades  hinder  my  fleeping ;'  JohnfoA,  by  fober  rcaibning> 
quieted  him,  and  prevented  his  expending  a  large  fuxn  on  vAul 
could  be  produdtivG  of  no  real  benefit  to  him  or  his  trade. 

5  Johnfoii 
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Jphnibn  h^d  all  his  life  long  been  ufed  to  leadj  to 
dired^  and  inftruft,  and  did  not  much  relifh  th^ 
thoughts  of  following  men,  who,  in  all  the  fitua^ 
tioqs  he  qpuld  conceive,  would  have  looked  up  to 
him  :  he  therefore,. as  he  afterwards  confefied  to  me^ 
began  to  form  theories  and  vifionary  prcgefts^  adapte4 
as  well  to  the  continuation  and  extenfion  of  the  trade^ 
which,  be  it  rernembered,  was  brewing,  as  the  dilpofal 
o{  it  i  but  in  this,  as  he  alfo  acknowledged,  he  found 
fiimfelf  at  a  Jpfs.  The  other  executors,  after  refledling 
ot\  the  difficulty  of  conducting  fo  large  an  undertaking, 
the  difagreeablenef^  of  an  ofHce  that  would  render 
them,  in  efFeft,  tax-gatherer^  as  all  of  that  trade 
9Fe,  and  place  them  in  a  fituation  between  the  public 
and  the  revenue,  determined  to  make  fale  of  th? 
whole,  and  blew  up  Johnfon's  fchemes  for  theiy 
commencing  brewers,  into  the  air*  In  the  carrying 
this  rcfolution  into  aft,  the  executors  had  a  great  ^ 
difficulty  to  encounter ;  Mr.  Thrafe's  trade  had  been 
improving  for  two  generations,  and  was  become  of 
fuch  an  enormous  magnitude,  as  nothing  but  an  ag-r 
gregate  of  feveral  fortunes  was  equal  to ;  a  circum-» 
ftance,  which  could  not  but  affeft  the  intrinfic  value 
of  the  objeft,  and  increafe  the  difficulty  of  findiflg 
purchafers  i  of  things  indivifible  expofed  to  fale,  an 
cftimate  may  be  formed,  till  their  value  riles  to  a 
certain  amount  j  but,  after  that,  a  confiderable  abate- 
ment from  their  intrinfic  worth  muft  be  made,  to 
meet  the  circumftance  of  a  paucity  of  purchafers. 
This  was  the  cafe  in  the  fale  of  Pitt's  diamond, 
which,  in  the  ratio  by  which  jewels  are  valued, 
WW  computed  tQ  be  worth  225,000  h  but,  becaufc 

N  n  3  only 
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only  a  very  few  perfons  were  able  to  purchafe  it,  was 
fold  to  die  lajfl:  king  of  France  for  little  more  than 
67,0001. 

This  difficulty,  great  as  it  was,  Mr.  Thralc's  exe- 
cutors found  the  way  to  furmount :  they  commenced 
a  negociation  with  fome  perfons  of  worth  and  cha- 
•rafter,  which,  being  condufted  on  both  fides  with 
fairnefs  and  candour,  terminated  in  a  conveyance  of 
the  trade,  with  all  its  appendages,  for  which  the  con- 
fideration  was,  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand 
•pounds.  Of  this  arduous  tranfadtion,  Johnfon  was 
little  more  than  a  fpeftator,  and,  when  called  upon  to 
ratify  it,  he  readily  acquiefccd.  There  only  remained 
for  him  to  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of  him,  whom  he 
could  not  but  confider  as  both  his  friend  and  benc- 
faftor,  and  this  he  did,  by  an  exefcife  of  his  talent, 
in  the  following  monumental  infcription : 

Hie  conditur  quod  reljquum  eft. 
H  E  N  R  I  C  I     T  H  R  A  L  E, 

Qui  res  feu  civiles,  feu  domefticas,  ita  egit, 

XJt  vitam  illi  longiorem  multi  optarent  5 

Ita  facras, 

Ut  quam  brevem  eflet  habiturus  prefcire  videretur  | 

Simplex,  apertus,  fibique  femper  fimilis. 

Nihil  oftentavit,  aut  arte  fidhim,  aut  cura 

Elaboratum. 

In  fenatu,  regi,  patriaequej 

Fideliter  ftuduit  i  * 

Vulgi  obfl.repentis  contemptor  animofus ; 

Domi  inter  mille  mlercaturae  negotia, 

Literarum  elegantiam  minimc  neglexit, 

Ainicis,  quocunquc  modo  laborantibus, 

ConciliiS| 
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Conciliis,  audoritate^  muneribus  adfuic 

Inter  familiaresj  comites>  convivas^  hofpites^ 

Tarn  facili  fbit  monim  fbavitate^ 

Ut  omnium  animos  ad  fe  alliceret; 

Tarn  felici  femionis  libertate, 

Ut  nuUi  adulatus^  omnibu$  placeret* 

Natus  1724.    Ob.  178 1. 

Confortcs  tumuli  habct  Rodolphum  patrem, 

Strenuum  fortemquc  vinim,  ct  Henrieum^ 

Filium  unicum,  quern  fpei  parentum 

Mors  inopina  decennem 

Praeripuit* 

Ita 

Domus  fellx  et  opulenta^  quatn  erexit 

Avus,  auxitque  pater,  cum  nepote  decidit, 

Abi  viator, 
pt  vicibus  rerum  humanarum  pcrlpeftis, 
Etemitatem  cogita. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  diflblved  the  friendfhip 
t>etween  him  and  Johnfon  1  but  it  abated  not  in  the, 
latter,  that  care  for  the  interefts  of  thofe  whom  hitf 
friend  had  left  behind  him,  which  he  thought  himfelf 
^  bound  to  cherifh,  as  a  living  principle  of  gratitude* 
The  faVours  he  bad  received  from  Mr.  Thrale,  were 
to  be  repdd  by  the  exercife  of  kind  offices  towards 
his  relift  and  her  children,  and  theie,  circumftancec^ 
AS  Johnfon  was,  could  only  be  prudent  councils, 
friendly  admonition  to  the  one,  and  preceptive  in* 
ftrudtion  to  the  others,  both  which  he  was  ever  ready  to 
interpofe.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  obferved  bymyfelf, 
and  other  of  Johnfon's  friends;  that,  foon  after  the 
deceafc  of  Mr.  Thrale^  his  vifits  to  Streatham  be- 
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came  Icfs  and  lefs  frequent,  and  that  he  ftudioufly 
avoided  the  mention  of  the  place  or  family*. 

Having  now  no  calls,  and,  as  I  believe,  very  little 
temptation,  to  become  a  fojourner,  or  even  a  gueft,  in 
the  habitation  of  his  departed  friend,  he  had  leifure 
to  indulge  himfelf  in  excurfions  to  the  city  of  his  na- 
tivity, as  alfo  to  Oxford;  for  both  which  places  he  ever 
entertained  an  enthufiaftic  aficAion.  In  the  fotmer, 
he  was  kindly  received,  and  refpedlfuUy  treated,  by 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  the  daughter,  by  her  former 
huft)and,  of  his  deceafed  wife,  and  in  the  latter,  by 
the  reverend  Dr.  Adams,  who  had  been  his  tutor  at 
Pembroke  college,  and  is  now  the  head  of  that 
feminary.  While  he  was  thus  refident  in  the  uni- 
verfity,  he  received  daily  proofs  of  the  high  efti- 
mation  in'  which  he  was  there  held,  by  fuch  mem- 
bers of  that  body  as  were  of  the  greateft  eminence  for 
learning,  or  were  any  way  diftinguifhed  for  their  na- 
tural or  acquired  abilities. 

Befides  the  places  above-mentioned,  Johnfon  had 
other  fummer-retreats,  ta  which  he  was  ever  welcome, 
the  feats  of  his  friends  in  the  country.  At  one  of 
thefe,  in  the  year  1782,  he  was  alarmed  by  a  tumour, 
by  furgeons  termed  a  farcocele,  that,  as  it  increaled, 
gave  him  great  pain,  and,  at  length,  hurried  him  to 
town,  with  a  refolution  to  fubmit,  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  neceflary,  to  a  dreadful  chirurgical  operation  i 
but,  on  his  arrival,  one  lefs  fevere  reftored  him  to  4 

*  It  Teems  that  between  him  and  the  widow  there  was  a  formal 
taking  of  leave,  for  I  find  in  his  diary  the  following  note :  *  1783. 

*  April  5th»  I  tqok  leave  of  Mrs.  Thrale.     I  was  much  moved, 

*  I  had  fome  expoflulations  with  her.  She  faid  that  fhc  was  liken 
'  wife  aifefled.  I  commended  the  Thrales  with  gres^t  good  will  tQ 
f  Ood ;  ma^  my  petitions  have  been  heard  \^ 
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ftatc  of  pcrfcft  eafc  in  the  part  afFe<5led.  But  he 
had  diforders  of  another  kind  to  ftruggle  with :  he 
had  frequent  fits  of  pain  which  indicated  the  paf&ge 
of  a  gall-ftone,  and  he  now  felt  the  preffure  of  an 
althma,  a  conftitutional  difeafe  with  him,  from  which 
he  had  formerly  been  relieved  by  copious  bleedings, 
but  his  advanced  age  forbade  the  repetition  of 
them. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1782,  death  de- 
prived him  of  his  old  friend  and  companion  j  he 
who  had,  for  near  forty  years,  had  the  care  of  his 
health,  and  had  attended  him  almoft  conftamly  every 
morning,  to  enquire  after  the  ftate  of  his  body,  and 
fill  out  his  tea,  the  mute,  the  officious,  and  the 
liumble  Mn  Levett.  Of  this  difaftrbus  event,  as 
foon  as  it  happened,  Johnfon  fent  to  his  friend^  Dr« 
Lawrence,  the  following  account ; 

*  Sir,  Jan.  17,  ijti. 

^  Our  old  friend  Mr.  Levett,  who  was  laft  night 
^  eminently  chearful,  died  this  morning.     The  man 

*  who  lay  in  the  fame  room,  hearing  an  uncommon 

*  noife,  got  up,  and  tried  to  make  him  fpeak,  but 

*  without  efFeft.     He  then  called  Mr.  Holder  the 

*  apothecary,  who,  though  when  he  came  he  thought 

*  him  dead,  opened  a  vein,  but  could  draw  no  blood. 
«  So  ha^  ended  the  long  life  of  a  very  ufeful  and  very 

*  blamelcfs  man. 

*  I  am.  Sir, 
f  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam.  Johnson/ 


J  find 
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I  find  in  one  of  Johnfon's  diaries  the  following  note  I 

*  January  20,  Sunday.  Robert  Levett  was  buried 
'  in  the  church-yard  of  Bridewell^  between  one  and 

*  two  in  the  afternoon.  He  died  on  Thuriday  17, 
^  about  (even  in  the  mornings  by  an  inftantaneous 
^  death*     He  was  an  old  and  faithful  friend.     I  have 

*  known  him  from  about  46.  Commendari. May 

*  God  have  had  mercy  on  him.    May  he  have  mercy 

*  on  me  !' 

The  grief  which  the  lofi  of  friends  occafioned 
Johnfon,  feems  to  have  been  a  frequent  ftimulative 
with  him  to  compofition.  His  fenfe  of  Levett's 
wcwpth  he  expreffed  in  the  following  lines,  which  may, 
perhaps,  contribute,  more  than  any  one  circumftance 
in  his  charader,  to  keep  the  memory  of  his  exiftenca 
alive^ 


Condemned  to  hope's  delufive  mine^ 

*  As  on  we  toil  from  day  to  day. 
By  fudden  blaft,  or  flow  decline, 

*  Our  focial  comforts  drop  away. 


*  Well  tried  through  many  a  varying  year^ 
-  *  See  Levett  to  the  grave  defccndj 

*  Officious,  innocent,  fmcere, 

•  Of  every  fricndlcfs  name  the  friend, 

3 

<  Yet  ftill  he  fills  affeaion's  eye, 

*  Obfcurely  wife,  and  coarfely  kind^ 

*  Nor,  lettered  ignorance,  deny 

«  Thy  praife  to  merit  unrefined* 

'When 
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4 
♦  When  fainting  nature  call'd  for  4id, 

*  And  hov'ring  death  prepar'd  the  blovr, 
'  The  vig'rous  remedy  difplay'd, 

*  The  power  of  art,  without  the  fhow, 

5 

'  In  mis'ry's  darkeft  caverns  known, 

*  His  ufeful  care  was  ever  nigh  j 

«  Where  hopelefs  anguilh  pour'd  his  groan, 

*  And  lonely  want  retir'd  to  die. 


«  No  fumnftons  mock'd  by  chill  delay  | 

*  No  petty  gain  difdain'd  by  pride ; 
^  The  modeft  wants  of  ev'ry  day, 

*  The  toil  of  ev'ry  day  fupply'd. 

7 
«  His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  roun^ 

*  Nor  made  a  paufe,  nor  left  a  void  j 
«  And  fure  the  eternal  Mafter  found 

*  The  fingle  talent  well  gmplofd, 

% 

1  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 

*  Unfdt,  uncounted,  glided  by: 

«  His  frame  was  firm,  his  pow'rs  were  bright, 
<  Though  now  his  eightieth  year  was  nigh. 


5  Then 
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*  Then  vath  no  throb  of  fiery  pain, 

*  No  cold  gradations  of  decay, 

*  Death  broke  at  once  the  vital  chain, 

*  And  freed  his  foul  the  neareft  way/ 

About  the  middle  of  June  1783,  his  conftitution 
fuftained  a  feverer  Ihock  than  it  had  ever  before  felt : 
this  was  a  ftroke  of  the  paifyi  fo  very  fudden  and 
fevere,  that  it  awakened  him  out  of  a  found  Qeep, 
and  rendered  him,  for  a  fhort  time,  Ipeechlefs.  As 
it  had  not  affcfted  his  intelleftual  powers,  he,  in 
that  cumbent  pofture  to  which  he  was  confined, 
attempted  to  repeat,  firft  in  Englifh,  then  in  Latin, 
and  afterwards  in  Greek,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  but 
fucceeded  in  only  the  laft  effort,  immediately  after 
which,  finding  himfelf  again  bereft  of  the  power  of 
fpeech,  he  rang  for  his  fervant,  and  making  figns  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wrote  and  fent  the  following 
note  to  his  friend  and  next-door  neighbour,  Mr, 
Allen  the  printer, 

*  Dear  Sir, 

*  It  hath  plcafed  Almighty  God  this  morning  to 

*  deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech ;  and,  as  I  do 

*  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  his  farther  good  plea- 
^  fure  to  deprive  me  foon  of  my  fenfes,  I  rcqucft 

*  you  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  note^  come  to  me, 
^  and  aft  for  me,  as  the  exigencies  of  my  c^c  may 
«  fecjuire, 

*  I  am,  fincerely, 
^  Your's,, 

*  $.  Johnson/ 
Mr. 
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Mr.  Allen  immediately  rofe  to  hi$  affiftance,  and, 
in  the  morning,  difpatched  a  meffagc  to  Dr.  He- 
berden  and  Dr.  Brocklefby,  who,  in  a  few  days,  fo 
far  relieved  him,  that  his  fpeech  became,  to  a  good 
degree,  articulate,  and,  till  his  organs  began  to  tire, 
he  was  able  to  hold  converfation.  By  the  (kill  and 
attention  of  thefe  two  worthy  pcrfons,  he  was,  at 
length,  reftored  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health  that,  on 
the  ayth  of  the  fame  month,  he  was  able  to  water 
his  garden,  and  had  no  remaining  fymptoins  of 
difeafe,  excepting  that  his  legs  were  obferved  to  be 
fwoln,  and  he  had  fbme  prefages  of  an  hydropic 
afFeftion.  Thefe  gave  him  fome  concern,  and  in- 
duced him  to  note,  more  particularly  than  he  had 
formerly  done*,  the  variations  of  the  flate  of  his 
health,. 

But  bodily  affliftions  were  not  the  only  trials  he 
had  to  undergo.  He  had  been  a  mourner  for  many 
friends,  and  was  now  in  danger  of  lofmg  one,  1^0 
Kad  not  only  cheared  him  in  his  folitude,  and  helped 
him  to  pafs  with  comfort  thofe  hours  which,  other- 
wife,  would  have  been  irkfome  to  him,  but  had  relieved 
him  from  domeftic  cares,  regulated  and  watched  over 
the  expellees  of  his  houfe,  and  kept  at  a  diftance 
fome  of  thofe  neceflitous  vifitants,  towards  whom  his 
bounty,  though  it  had  feldom  wrought  any  good,  had 
often  been  exercifcd, 

*  Of  his  being  feized  with  the  palfy,  I  £nd  in  his  diary  the  fol- 
lowing note : 
'  June  16.    I  went  to  bed.  and^  as  I  conceive,  about  3  in  the 
'  morning,  I  had  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy. 
«  17.    I  fent  for  Dr.  Heberden  and  Dr.  Brocklefby.     God 

•  blefsthem. 
*  25,    Dr.  Heberden  took  leave.* 

.       ^     '      '  This 
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This  pcrfon  was  Mrs,  Williams,  whofc  calamitous 
hiftory  is  related  among  the  events  recorded  in  the 
foregoing  pages.  She  had  for  fomc  months  been 
declining,  and  during  the  doftor's  late  illnefs  was 
confined  to  her  bed.  The  reftoration  of  his  health 
made  it  neceflfary  for  him  to  retire  into  the  country  y 
but,  before  his  departure,  he  compofed  and  made  ufe 
of  Ac  following  energetic  prayer. 

*  Almighty  God,  who,  in  thy  late  vifitation,  haft 

*  (hewn  mercy  to  me,  and  now  fendeft  to  my  com- 

*  panion  difeafe  and  decay,  grant   me  grace  fo  to 
<  employ  the  life  which  thou  haft  prolonged,  and 

*  the  faculties  which  thou  haft  prcfervcd,   and  fo 
^  to  receive  the  admonition,  which  the  ficknefi  of 

*  my  friend,  by  thy  appointment,  gives  me,  that  I 
^  may  be  conftant  in  all  holy  duties,  and  be  rc- 

*  ccived  at  laft  to  eternal  happinefs. 

*  Permit,  O  Lord,  thy  unworthy  creature  to  ofier 

*  up  this  prayer  for  Anna  Williams,  now  langui/hing 

*  upon  her  bed,  and  about  to  recommend  herfelf  to 
«  thy  infinite  mercy.     O  God,  who  defircft  not  the 

*  death  of  a  finner,  look  down  with  mercy  upon  her: 

*  forgive  her    fins,  and  ftrengthen    her    faith.    Be 

*  merciful,  O  Father  of  mercy,  to  her  and  to  me  : 
<  guide  us  by  thy  holy  fpirit  through  the  remaining 

*  part  of  life  5  fupport  us  in  the  hour  of  death,  and 

*  pardon  us  in  the  day  of  judgment,  for  Jefus  Chrift's 

*  fake.    Amen.' 

During  his  abfence  from  London,  viz.  on  the  fixih 
day  of  September  1783,  Mrs.  WilUtms  was  rdcafcd 
from  all  her  cares  and  troubles  by  an  eafy  death,  for 
which  Ihe  was  well  prepared.  The  laft  offices  wot 
performed  for  her  by  thofc  of  her  friends  whp  were 

about 
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About  her  in  the  time  of  1ier  illnefs,  and  had  ackm* 
niftcf ed  to  her  all  the  afliftancc  in  their  power. 

At  his  return  to  London^  Johnfbn  found  himfelf 
in  a  forlorn  and  helplefs  condition:  his  habitual 
melancholy  had  now  a  real  fubjeft  to  work  on,  and 
reprefented  his  houfe  as  a  dreary  nianfion«  Soli« 
tixle  was  ever  ungrateful  to  him^  and  the  want  of  a 
companion,  with  whom  he  might  pafs  his  evening 
hours,  often  drove  him  to  feek  relief  in  the  convcr-^ 
fadon  of  perfons  in  all  reipefts  his  inferiors.  To 
talk  much,  and  to  be  well  attended  to,  was,  through* 
cut  his  life,  his  chief  delight :  his  vein  of  difcourie^ 
which  has  often  enough  been  defcribed,  was  calcu« 
lated  to  attrad  the  applaufe,  and  even  admiration,  of 
finall  circles;  to  him,  therefore,  a  confraternity  of 
perfons,  affembled  for  the  puipofe  of  free  commu* 
nication,  or,  in  other  words,  a  club,  could  not  but 
be  a  fource  of  pleafure,  and  he  now  projefted  one^ 
which  will  hereafter  be  defcribed.  In  eveiy  aflbciation 
of  this  kind,  he  was  fure,  unleis  by  conceffion,  to  pre* 
(ide,  and,  ex  cathedra,  to  difcufs  the  fubjeds  of  enquiry 
and  debate. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale,  and  Johnfbn's  eftrange- 
ment  from  the  dwelling  and  family  of  this  his  valued 
friend,  have  already  been  mentioned :  it  remains  to 
fay  of  this  event,  that  it  was  not  followed  by  a  total 
oblivion,  on  the  part  of  his  relict,  of  the  intimacy 
that  had  fubfifted  between  him  and  her  hu/band,  it 
appearing,  that  an  intercourfe  by  letters  was  ftill  kept 
up  between  them.  It  was,  neverthelefe,  eaiy  to  difcover 
by  his  converiation,  that  he  no  longer  looked  on  himfelf 
as  a  welconoe  gueft  at  Streatham,  and  that  he  did  but 
ill  brook  the  change  in  his  courfe  <^  fife  that  he  now 
experienced.  He  had,  for  near  twenty  years,  par- 
ticipated 
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ticipatcd  in  mod  of  thofc  enjoyments  that  mak« 
wealth  and  affluence  defirable  j  had  partaken,  in 
common  with  their  owners,  of  the  delights  of  a  villa, 
and  the  convenience  of  an  equipage ;  and  had  been 
entertained  with  a  variety  of  amufements  and  occu- 
pations. In  ftiort,  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
his  life  had  been  as  happy  as  it  had  been  in  the 
power  of  fuch  perfons  to  make  it. 

That  this  celebrated  friendlhip  fubfifted  fo  long 
as  it  did,  was  a  fubjeft  of  wonder  to  moft  of  John- 
fon's  intimates,  for  fuch  were  his  habits  of  living, 
that  he  was  by  no  means  a  defirable  inmate.  His 
unmanly  third  for  tea  made  him  very  troul)lefome« 
At  Streatham,  he  would  fuffer  the  miftrcfs  of  the 
houfe  to  fit  up  and  make  it  for  him,  till  two  or  three 
hours  after  midnight.  When  retired  to  reft,  he  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  the  dangerous  prafl:ice  of  reading 
in  bed.  It  was  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  him  de- 
cently dreffed  by  dinner-time,  even  when  feleft  com- 
panies were  invited ;  and  no  one  could  be  furc,  that 
in  his  table- con vcrfation  with  ftrangers,  he  would  not, 
by  contradiftion,  or  the  general  afpcrity  of  his  beha- 
viour, offend  them. 

Thefe  irregularities  were  not  only  borne  with  by 
Mr.  Thrale,  but  he  feemed  to  think  them  amply 
atoned  for  by  the  honour  he  derived  frooi  fuch  a 
gueft  as  no  table  in  the  three  kingdoms  could  pro- 
duce ;  but,  he  dying,  it  was  not  likely  that  the  fame 
fentiments  and  opinions  ihould  defcend  to  thofe  of 
his  family  who  were  left  behind.  Such  a  friendly  con- 
nexion and  correlpondence  as  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
continued,  however,  between  Johnfon  and  the  widow, 
till  it  was  interrupted  by  an  event  that  will  (hortly  be 
related. 

I  hare 
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1  have  in  his  diary  met  with  fundry  notes,  fignifying 
that,  while  he  was  at  Streatham,  he  endeavoured,  by 
reading,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage, but  that  his  progrefs  in  the  ftudy  thereof  was 
very  flow. 

It  has  been  already  related  that,  being  fcized  with 
a  paralyfis  about  the  month  of  June  1783,  he  was 
fo  far  recovered  therefrom>  as  to  entertain  a  hope, 
that  he  had  nearly  worn  out  all  his  diforders.     ^  What 

*  a  man  am  I !'  faid  he  to  me,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember following,  ^  who  have  got  the  better  of  three 
'  difeafes,  the  palfy,  the  gout,  and  the  afthma,  and 

*  can  now  enjoy  the  converfation'of  my  friends^  with- 

*  out  the  interruptions  of  weaknefs  or  pain  !'— r-To 
thefe  flattering  teftimonies  I  mull  add,  that  in  this 
feeming  fpring-tide  pf  his  health  and  (pirits,  he  wrote 
me  the  following  note  : 

*  Dear  Sir, 

'  As  Mr.  Ryland  was  talking  with  me  df  old 
'  friends  and  pafl:  times,  we  warmed  ourfclves  int6 
'  a  wifii,  that  all  who  remained  of  the  club  fliould 
'  meet  and  dine  at  the  houfe  which  once  was  Horfe*- 

*  man's,  in  Ivy  lane.  I  have  undertaken  to  folicit 
'  you,  and  therefore  defire  you  to  tell  on  what  day 
'next  week  you  can  conveniently  meet  your  old 

*  friends. 

^  I  am.  Sir, 
•^  Your  mofl:  humble  fcrvantj 

*  Sam,  Johnson/ 
*  Bolt  court,  Nov.  al,  1783.' 

Our  intended  meeting  was  prevented  by  a  cir- 
fcumftance,  which  the  following  note  will  explain  : 
Vol.  I4  O  o  *  Dear 
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^  Dear  Sir, 
*  In  perambulating  Ivy  lane,  Mr.  Ryland  found 

*  neither  our  landlord  Horfcman,  nor  his  fucccflbr. 

*  The  old  houfe  is  (hut  up>  and  he  liked  not  the 
^  appearance  of  any  near  it :  he,  therefore,  bcfpokc 
'  our  dinner  at   the  Queen's  Arms,  in  St,  Paul's 

*  church  yard,  where,  at  half  an  hour  after  three, 
^  your  company  will  be  defired   to-day,  by  thofc 

*  who  remain  of  our  former  fociety. 

*  Your  humble  fervant, 
'  Dec.  3/  '  Sam.  Johnson. 

With  this  invitation  I  chearfully  complied,  and 
met,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  all  who  could 
be  muttered  of  our  fociety,  namely,  Johnfon,  Mr. 
Ryland,  and  Mr.  Payne  of  the  bank.  When  we 
were  collefted,  the  thought  that  \/e  were  fo  few,  occa- 
fioned  fome  melancholy  refleftions,  and  I  could  not 
but  compare  our  meeting,  at  fuch  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  life  as  it  was  to  us  all,  to  that  of  the  four 
old  men  in  the  *  Senile  Colloquium*  of  Erafmus.  We 
dined,  and  in  the  evening  regaled  with  coffee.  At 
ten^  we  broke  up,  much  to  the  regret  of  Johnfon, 
who  propofed  ftaying;  but  finding  us  inclined  to 
feparate,  he  left  us,  with  a  figh  that  feemed  to  come 
from  his  heart,  lamenting  that  he  was  retiring  to  foli- 
tude  and  chcarlefs  meditation. 

Johnfon  had  propofed  a  meeting,  like  this,  once  a 
month,  and  we  had  one  more;  but,  the  time  ap- 
proaching for  a  third,  he  began  to  feel  a  return  of 
fome  of  his  complaints,  and  fignified  a  wifli,  that  we 
would  dine  with  him  at  his  own  houfe;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, we  met  there,  and  were  very  chearfully 

entertained  by  him. 

Afcw 
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A  few  days  after,  he  fent  for  me,  and  informed  me, 
that  he  had  difcovered  in  himfelf  the  fymptoms  of  a 
dropfy,  and,  indeed,  his  very  much  increafed  bulk, 
and  the  fwoln  appearance  of  his  legs,  feemed  to  in- 
dicate no  lefs.  He  told  me,  that  he  was  defirous  ^of 
making  a  will,  and  rcquefted  me  to  be  one  of  his 
executors :  upon  my  confenting  to  take  on  me  the 
office,  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  he  meant  to 
make  a  provifion  for  his  fcrvant  Frank,  of  about  70 1. 
a  year  for  life,  and  concerted  with  me  a  plan  for  in- 
vefting  a  fum  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  :  at  the  fame 
time  he  opened  to  me  the  ftate  of  his  circumftances^ 
and  the  amount  of  what  he  had  to  difpofe  of. 

In  a  vifit,  which  I  made  him  in  a  few  days,  in  con* 
fequenccof  a  very  prefling  requeft  to  fee  me,  I  found 
him  labouring  under  great  dejeftion  of  mind.  He 
bade  me  draw  near  him,  and  faid,  he  wanted  to  enter 
into  a  ferious  converfation  with  me ;  and,  upon  my 
^  expreffing  a  willingnefs  to  join  in  it,  he,  with  a 
look  that  cut  me  to  the  heart,  told  me,  that  he  had 
the  profpeft  of  death  before  him,  and  that  lie  dreaded 
to  meet  his  Saviour.  I  could  not  but  be  aftonidied  at 
fuch  a  declaration,  and  advifed  him,  as  I  had  done  once 
before,  to  refleft  on  the  courfe  of  his  life,  and  the  kr-' 
vices  he  had  rendered  to  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
virtue,  as  well  by  his'  example,  as  his  writings ;  to 
which  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  written  as  a  philolb- 
pher,  but  had  pot  lived  like  one.  Iji  the  eftimation  of 
his  offences,  he  rcafoned  thus — 'Every  man  knows  his 

*  own  fins,  and  alfo,  what  grace  he  has  refifted.  But, 
'  to  thofe  of  others,  and  the  circumftances  under  which 
'  they  were  committed,  he  is  a  ftranger :  he  is,  there- 

*  fore,  to  look  on  himfelf  as  the  greateft  finner  that 

O  o  2  'he 
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*  he  knows  of*/  At  the  conclufion  of  this  argument^ 
which  he  ftrongly  enforced,  he  uttered  this  pafllonate 
exclamation, — *  Shall  I,  who  have  been  a  teacher  of 

*  others,  myfelf  be  a  caftaway  ?' 

Much  to  the  fame  purpofe  pafled  between  us  in  this 
and  other  converfatlons  that  I  had  with  him,  in  all 
which  I  could  not  but  wonder,  as  much  at  the  freedom 
with  which  he  opened  his  mind,  and  the  compunc- 
tion he  feemed  to  feel  for  the  errors  of  his  paft  life, 
as  I  did,  at  his  making  choice  of  me  for  his  confeflbr, 
knowing  full  well  how  meanly  qualified  I  was  for 
fuch  an  office. 

It  was  on  a  Thurfday  that  I  had  this  converfation 
with  him ;  and  here,  let  not  the  fupercilious  lip  of 
fcorn  protrude  itfelf,  while  I  relate  that,  in  the  courfc 
thereof,  he  declared  his  intention  to  devote  the  whole 
of  the  next  day  to  fafting,  humiliation,  and  fuch 
other  devotional  exercifes,  as  became  a  man  in  his 
fituation.  On  the  Saturday  following,  Imade  him  a 
vifit,  and,  upon  entering  his  room,  obferved  in  his 
countenance  fuch  a  ferenity,  as  indicated  that  fbmc  re* 
markable  crifis  of  his  diforder  had  produced  a  change 
in  his  feelings.  He  told  me,  that,  purfuant  to  the  re- 
folution  he  had  mentioned  to  me,  he  had  fpent  the 
preceding  day  in  an  abftraftion  from  all  worldly  con- 
cerns J  that,  to  prevent  interruption,  he  had,  in  the 
morning,  ordered  Frank  not  to  admit  any  one'to  him, 
and,  the  better  to  enforce  the  charge,  had  added  thcfc 
awful  words,  '  For  your  mafter  is  preparing  himfelf 

*  to  die/     He  then  mentioned  to  me,  that,  in  the 

*  I  find  the  above  fentiment  in  Law's  Serious  call  to  a  deroot 
and  holy  life,  a  book  which  Johnfon  was  very  convcrfant  with, 
and  often  commended. 

courfc 
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courfe  of  this  exercife,  he  found  himfelf  relieved  from 
that  diforder  which  had  been  growing  on  him,  and 
was  become  very  opprefling,  the  dropfy,  by  a  gradual 
evacuation  of  water  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pints,  a 
like  inftance  whereof  he  had  never  before  experienced, 
and  afked  me  what  I  thought  of  it. 

I  was  well  aware  of  the  lengths  that  fupcrftition  and 
enthufiafm  will  lead  men,  and  how  ready  fome  are  to 
attribute  favourable  events  to  fupernatural  caufes,  and 
faid,  that  it  might  favour  of  prefumption  to  fay  that, 
in  this  inftance,  God  had  wrought  a  miracle ;  yet,  as 
divines  recognize  certain  difpenfations  of  his  provi- 
dence, recorded  in  the  Scripture  by  the  denomination 
of  returns  of  prayer,  and  his  omnipotence  is  now  the 
fame  as  ever,  I  thought  it  would  be  little  lefs  than 
criminal,  to  afcribe  his  late  relief  to  caufes  merely 
natural,  and,  that  the  fafer  opinion  was,  that  he  li.ii 
not  in  vain  humbled  himfelf  before  his  Maker,  He 
fecmed  to  acquiefce  in  all  that  I  faid  on  this  import  mc 
fubjeft,  and,  feveral  times,  while  I  was  difcourfing 
with  him,  cried  out,  ^  It  is  wonderful,  very  won- 
'  derful  r  '  ' 

His  zeal  for  religion,  as  manifefted  in  his  writings 
and  convcrfation,  and  the  accounts  extant  that  atteft 
his  piety,  have  induced  the  enemies  to  his  memory  to 
tax  him  with  fupcrftition.  To  that  charge,  I  oppofe 
his  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  and  leave  it  to  the 
judgment  of  fober  and  rational  pcrfons,  whether  fuch 
an  unexpefted  event,  as  that  above-mentioncci,  would 
not  have  prompted  a  really  fuperftitious  mar,  ro  fume 
more  paffionatc  exclamation,  than  that  it  was  won- 
derful *. 

He 

•  Doubtlefs  there  arc  men  who  look  upon  all  religious  cxcrci.c  s 
Oo  3  as 
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He  had  no  fooner  experienced  the  eafe  and  comfort 
which  followed  from  the  remarkable  event  above- 
mentioned,  than  he^  began  to  entertain  a  hope,  that 
he  had  got  the  better  of  that  difeafe  which  moft  op- 
prcfied  him,  and  that  length  of  days  might  yet  be  his 
portion ;  he,  therefore^  fought  for  a  relief  from  that 
folitude,  to  which  the  lofs  of  Mrs.  Williams  and  others 
of  his  dgmcftic  companions,  feemed  to  have  doomed 
him ;  and,  in  the  fame  fpirit  that  induced  him  to  at- 
tempt the  revival  of  the  Ivy  lane  club,  fet  about  the 
cftablifhment  of  another.  I  was  not  made  privy  to 
this  his  intention,  but,  all  circumftances  confidered,  it 
was  no  matter  of  furprife  to  me  when  I  heard,  as  I 
did  from  a  friend  of  mine,  that  the  great  Dr.  Johnfon 
had,  in  the  month  of  December  1783,  formed  a  fix- 
penny  club,  at  an  ale-houfe  in  Eflex-ftreet,  and  that, 
though  fome  of  the  members  thereof  were  perlbns  of 
note,  ftrangers,  under  reftriftions,  for  three  pence 
each  night,  might,  three  nights  in  a  week,  hear  him 
talk,  and  partake  of  his  converfation.  I  foon  after- 
wards learned  from  the  doftor,  the  nature  of,  as  alfo 
the  motives  to  this  inftitution,  which,  as  to  him, 
was  novel,  in  this  refpeft,  that,   as   the  prelidency 

as  fuperftition,  and  upon  prayer  and  other  adb  of  devotion,  as  evi- 
dences of  a  weak  mind.  Thefe  fay,  that  reafon  is  a  fufficient  rule  of 
aftion,  and  that  God  needs  not  to  be  fupplicated,  nor  requires  on^ 
thanks.  Of  this  clafs  of  infidels  I  take  Annet  to  have  been  one :  he 
who  wrote  againft  the  miracles,  and  was  fome  years  ago  coQvidied 
of  bldphemy,  and  fentcnced  to  imprifonmcnt.  The  wife  of  Jack- 
fon,  ihc  bookfcller,  in  Clare  court,  Drury  lane,  a  man  well  known 
by  the  colleAors  of  old  books  and  pamphlets,  once  told  me,  that 
this  man  would  often  call  in  at  their  {hop,  and  if  -he  happened  to 
fee  a  bible  lying  on  the  counter,  would  intreat  her  to  take  it 
away,  for  that  he  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  it. 

pafTed 
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paflcd  in  rotation,  he  was  oftner  excluded  from,  than 
entitled  to  enjoy,  that  pre-eminence  which,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  convivial  affemblies,  was  confidered 
as  his  ri^t. 

The  more  intimate  of  Johnfon's  friends  looked  on 
this  eftablifhment,  both  as  a  forry  expedient  to  kill 
time,  and  a  degradation  of  thofe  powers  which  had 
adminiftered  delight  to  circles,  compofed  of  perfons, 
of  both  fexes,  diftinguilhed  as  well  by  their  rank, 
as  by  their  talents  for  polite  converfation.  It  was  a 
mortification  to  them,  to  aflbciate  in  idea  the  clink  of 
the  tankard,  with  moral  difquifition  and  literary  invef- 
tigationj  and  many  of  them  were  led  to  qucftion 
whether  that  pleafure  could  be  very  great,  which  he 
had  rendered  fo  cheap:  they,  however,  concealed 
their  fentiments,  and,  from  motives  of  mere  com- 
paflTion,  fuffered  him  to  enjoy  a  comfort,  which  was 
now  become  almoft  the  only  one  of  which  he  was 
capable ;  and  this  he  did  for  the  fhort  fpace  of  about 
ten  months,  when  the  increafe  of  his  complaints  ob- 
liged him  to  forego  it. 

I  have  now  brought  him  to  the  feventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  laft  of  his  life,  in  which  two  re- 
markable events  occurred,  the  one  whereof  gave  him 
great  uncafinefs,  and  the  other,  though  much  talked 
of,  little  or  none.  The  time  I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  the 
year  1784,  by  about  the  middle  whereof,  he  was,  to 
appearance,  fo  well  recovered,  thar  both  himfelf  and 
his  friends  -hoped,  that  he  had  fome  years  to  live. 
He  had  recovered  from  the  paralytic  ftrokc  of  the 
laft  year,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  faving  a  little  diffi- 
culty in  his  articulation,  he  had  no  remains  of  it : 
fie  had  alfo  undergone  a  flight  fit  of  the  gout,  and 

0  0  4  conquered 
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conquered  an  opprcffion  on  his  lungs,  fo  as  to  be 
able,  as  himfelf  told  me,  to  run  up  the  whole  flair-cafe 
of  the  Royal  Acadenny,  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
dinner  there.  In  Ihort,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health 
was  he  reftorcd,  that  he  forgot  all  his  complaints :  he 
refurned  fitting  to  Opie  for  his  pifture,  which  had 
been  begun  the  year  before,  but,  I  believe,  was  never 
finifhcd,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  houfe  of 
a  friend,  at  Afhbourn  in  Derbyfhire,  propofing  to  fl:ay 
there  till  towards  the  end  of  the  fummer,  and,  in 
his  return,  to  vifit  Mrs.  Porter,  his  daughter-in-law, 
and  others  of  his  friends,  at  Lichfield. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  fetting  our,  he  was  made 
uncrJy  by  a  report,  that  the  v^^idow  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Thrale  was  about  to  difpofe  of  hcrfelf  in  marriage  to 
a  foreigner,  a  finger  by  profcflion,  and  with  him  to 
quit  the  kingdom.  Upon  this  occafion  he  took  the 
alarm,  and  to  prevent  a  degradation  of  herfelf,  and, 
what  as  executor  of  her  hufband  was  more  his  con- 
cern, the  defertion  of  her  children,  wTote  to  her,  fhe 
then  being  at  Bath,  a  letter,  a  fpurious  copy  whereof, 
beginning  ^  If  you  are  not  already  ignominioufly 
<  married,'  is  inferted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  December  1784.  That  this  letter  is  fpurious,  as 
to  the  language,  I  have  Johnfon's  own  authority  for 
faying  ;  but,  in  refpeft  of  the  fentiments,  he  avovivd 
it,  in  a  declaration  to  me,  that  not  a  fentence  of  it  was 
his,  but  yet,  that  it  was  an  adumbration  of  one  that  he 
wrote  upon  the  occafion.  It  may,  therefore,  be  fuf- 
pefted,  that  fome  one  who  had  heard  him  repeat  the 
contents  of  the  letter,  had  given  it  to  the  public  in  the 
form  in  wl^/ich  it  appeared. 

What  anfwer  was  returned  to  his  friendly  monition, 

I  know 
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I  know  not,  but  it  feems  that  it  was  fuccceded  by  a 
ktter  of  greater  length,  written,  as  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, too  late  to  do  any  good,  in  which  he  expreflcd 
an  opinion,  that  the  perfon  to  whon]|  it  was  addrcfled 
had  forfeited  her  fame.  The  anfwer  to  tliis  I  have  feen : 
it  is  written  from  Bath,  and  contains  an  indignant  vin- 
dication as  well  of  her  conduft  as  her  fame,  an  inhi- 
bition of  Johnfon  from  following  her  to  Bath,  and  a 
farewell,  concluding — ^  Till  you  have  changed  your 

*  opinion  of let  us  converfe  no  more.' 

In  this  tianfaftion,  Johnfon  fecmed  to  have  for- 
gotten the  ftory  of  the  Ephefian  Matron,  related  by 
Pcrronius,  but  was,  by  this  time,  convinced  that,  in 
his  endeavours  to  prevent  an  attachment,  which  he 
forcfaw  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  his 
friend's  children,  and  -fix  an  indelible  difgrace  on 
their  mother,  who  was  about  to  abandon  them  and 
her  country,  ht  had  been  labouring  to  hedge  in  the 
cuckow.  From  the  ftyle  of  the  letter,  a  conclufion 
was  to  be  drawn,  that  baffled  all  the  pov/ers  of  rea- 
foning  and  perfuafion ; 

*  One  argument  ftie  fumm'd  up  all  in, 

*  The  thing  was  done,  and  paft  recalling  *; 

which  being  the  cafe,  he  contented  himfelf  with  re- 
flefting  on  what  he  had  done  to  prevent  that  which 
he  thought  one  of  the  greateft  evils  that  could  befall 
the  progeny  of  his  friend,  the  alienation  of  the  affec- 
tions of  their  mother.  He  looked  upon  the  defer- 
tion  of  children  by  their  parents,  and  the  withdrawing 
from  them  th:^t  proteftion,  that  mental  nutrimenc 
which,  in  their  youth,  they  arc  capable  of  receiving, 
the  expofing  them  to  the  fnares  and  temptations  of 

•  Pope  and  Swift's  Mifccllanies,  *  Phyllis  or  the  Progrefs  of  love.* 

the 
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the  world,  and  the  folicitations  and  deceits  of  the 
artful  and  defigning,  as  moft  unnatural;  and,  in  a 
letter  on  the  fubjefl:  to  me,  written  from  Aflibourn, 
thus  delivered  his  fentiments  : 

*  Poor  Thrale  !  I  thought  that  either  her  virtue  or 
'  her  vice,'  [nneaning,  as  I  underftood,  by  the  former, 
the  love  of  her  children,  and,  by  the  latter,  her  pride,] 
<  would  have  reftrained  her  from  fuch  a  marriage, 

*  She  is  now  become  a  fubjeft  for  her  enemies  to 

*  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if  (he  has   any  left, 

*  to  forget  or' pity.' 

In  the  mention  of  the  above  particulars,  it  is  far 
from  my  defign  to  reprehend  the  conduft  of  the  lady 
to  whom  they  relate.  Being  her  own  miftrefe,  fhc 
Jiad  a  right  to  difpofe  of  herfelf,  and  is  unamenable 
to  any  known  judicature.  Johnfon,  in  his  relation 
of  executor  to  her  hufband,  as  alfo  in  gratitude  to 
his  memory,  was  under  an  obligation  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  family.  It  was  alfo  his  duty,  as  far  as 
he  was  able,  to  avert  an  evil  which  threatened  their 
intercfts.  What  he  endeavoured,  for  that  purpofe,  is 
part  of  his  hiftory,  and,  as  fuch  only,  I  relate  it. 

While  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  the  country,  his  friend^ 
in  town  were  labouring  for  his  benefit.  Mr.  Thrale,  a 
fliort  time  before  his  death,  had  meditated  a  journey  to 
Italy,  and  formed  a  party,  in  which  Johnfon  was  in- 
cluded, but  the  defign  never  took  eflfedt.  It  was  now 
conceived,  by  Johnfon's  friends,  that  a  foreign  air 
would  contribute  to  the  reftoration  of  his  health; 
and  his  inclination  concurring  with  their  fentiments,  a 
plan  was  formed  for  his  vifiting  the  continent,  attended 
witli  a  male-fervant.  The  only  obftacle  to  the  journey 
was,  an  apprehenfion,  that  the  expence  of  it  would  be 

greatc^i 
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greater  than  his  income  would  bear ;  and,  to  get  over 
this  difficulty,  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  undertook  to  foli- 
cit  an  addition  of  200I.  to  his  penfion,  and  to  that 
end,  applied  to  lord  Thurlow,  who,  as  the  public 
have  been  fully  informed,  exerted  his  endeavours 
for  the  purpofe,  but  the  application  failing,  he  de- 
clared himfclf  willing,  upon  the  fecurity  of  that  pen- 
fion of  which  Johnfon  was  in  pofleffion,  to  advance 
him  500I  *.  ♦  This  generous  offer  Johnfon  thought 
proper  to  decline  by  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  authentic  copy,  being  taken  frotxx  his  own  draft; 
now  in  my  hands* 

*  My  Lord, 

*  After  a  long  afnd  not  inattentive  obfervation  of 
^  mankind,  the  generofity  of  your  lordfhip's  offer 
^  raifes  in  me  not  lefs  wonder  than  gratitude.  Bounty, 

*  fo  liberally  beftowed,  I  fhould  gladly  receive,  if 
^  my  condition  made  it  necefTary,  for,  to  fuch  a  mind, 
5  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own  his  obligations  ? 

*  But  it  has  pleafed  God  to  reftore  me  to  fo  great  a 

*  meafure  of  health,  that  if  I  fhould  now  appropriate 
^  fo  much  of  a  fortune  deftined  to  do  good,  I  could 
^  not  efcape  from  myfelf  the  charge  of  advancing  a 

*  falfe  claim.  My  journey  to  the  continent,  though 
f  I  once  thought  it  necefTary,  was  never  much  encou- 
f  raged  by  my  phyficians  -,  and  I  was  very  defirous 

•  The  offer  above-mentioned  has,  in  the  iirft  view  of  it,  the 
?ippearance  rather  of  a  commercial  than  a  gratuitous  tranfadtion  ; 
but  Sir  Joftiua  clearly  undcrftood  at  the  making  it,  that  lord 
Thurlow  defignedly  put  ii  in  that  form  :  he  was  fearful  that 
Johnfon's  high  fpirit  would  induce  him  to  rejedlit  as  a  donation, 
but  thought  that,  in  the  way  of  a  loan,  it  might  be  accepted. 

*  that 
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*  that   your   lordfhip  fhould  be  told  of  it  by  Sir 

*  Jofliua  Reynolds,  as  an  event  very  uncertain,  for, 

*  if  I  grew  much  better,  I  fhould  not  be  willing,   if 
^  much  worfe,  I  fhould  not  be  able,  to  migrate. 

*  Your  lordfhip  was  firfl  folicited  without  my  know- 

*  ledge  J  but,  when  I  was  told,  that  you  were  pleafed 

*  to  honour  me  with  your  patronage,  I  did  not  ex- 
'  peft  to  hear  of  a  refufal ;    yet,  as  I  have  had  no 

*  long  time  to  brood  hope,  and  have  nt)t  rioted  in 
'  imaginary  opulence,  this  cold  reception  has  been 

*  fcarce  a  difappointment ;  and,  from  your  lordfhip's 

*  kindnefs,  I  have  received  a  benefit,  which  only  men 

*  like  you  are  able  to  beflow.     I  fhall  now  live  mihi 

*  carior,  with  a  higher  opinion  of  my  own  merit, 

'  I  am,  my  lord, 

^  Your  lordfliip's  mofl  obliged, 

«  Mofl  grateful, 
*  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
^Sept.  1784.  Sam.  Johnson.* 

An  incorreft  copy  of  the  above  letter,  though  of 
a  private  nature,  found  its  way  into  the  public  pa- 
pers *  in  this  manner.  It  was  given  to  Sir  Jolhua 
Reynolds,  unfealed,  to  be  delivered  to  lord  Thurlow. 
Sir  Jolhua,  looking  upon  it  as  a  handfome  teftimony 
of  gratitude,  and,  as  it  related  to  a  tranfaftion  in 
which  he  had  concerned  himfclf,  took  a  copy  of  it, 
and  fhewed  it  to  a  few  of  his  friends.  Among  thefe, 
was  a  lady  of  quality,  who,  having  heard  it  red,  the 
next  day  defired  to  be  gratified  with  the  perufal  of  it 
at  home :  the  ufe  fhe  made  of  this  favour  was,  the 
copying  and  fending  it  to  one  of  the  news-papers, 

*  Among  the  corruptions  in  the  printed  copies,  are  the  words, 
jou  v;as  ^leafed ^  forjou  luere pUa/ed ,  and  refled  for  riaudn 

whence 
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whence  it  was  taken  and  inferted  in  others,  as  alfo  in 
the  Gentleman's  and^nany  other  Magazines.  Johnfon, 
upon  being  told  that  it  was  in  print,  exclaimed  in  my 
hearing — '  I  am  betrayed,' — but  foon  after  forgot, 
as  he  was  ever  ready  to  dq  all  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries, the  error  that  made  the  publication  pofliblc. 

Dr.  Brocklefby  was  one  of  thofe  phyucians  who 
would  not  encourage  Johnfon  in  a  wifh  to  vifit  the  con- 
tinent ;  neverthelefs,  to  confole  him  for  his  late  dif- 
appointment,  and  that  the  fuppofed  narrownefs  of  his 
circumftances  might  be  no  hindrance  to  fuch  a  defign, 
he  made  him  a  voluntary  offer  of  lOoL  a  year,  payable 
quarterly,  towards  his  fupport  abroad,  but  could  not 
prevail  on  hiip  to  accept  it*. 

•  Aftuated  by  a  likefpirit  of  beneficence,  theHime  perfon,  by 
liis  intereft  with  his  friends,  and  in  conjundion  with  that  chriftian- 
like  jew,  Sampfon  Gideon,  procured  a  contribution,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  lool.  a  year,  for  the  fupport,  during  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life,  of  old  captain  Coram,  the  original  mover  in 
the  eftablilhmcnt  of  the  Foundling-hofpital.  Upon  Dr.  Brock- 
lcfby*s  applying  to  the  good  old  man,  to  know  whether  his 
fetiing  on  foot  a  fubfcription  for  his  benefit  would  not  offend 
him,  he  received  thi«  noble  anfwcr : — — '  I  have  not  wafted 
'  the  little  wealth,  of  which  I  was  formerly  pofleffed,  in  fclf-indul- 
'  gence,  or  vain  expences,  and  am  not  afhamed  to  confefs,  that  in 
'  this  my  old  age  I  am  poor.*— — Upon  the  death  of  Coram,  this 
penfion  was  continued  to  Levcridge,  a  worn-out  finger  at  the  thea- 
tres, who,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  had  fcarce  any  other  profpcd  than 
that  of  apariih  fubfiftence, 

Thofe  writers  on  morality,  fuch  as  Hobbesand  Mandeville,  who 
refolve  all  beneficence  into  felf-love,  would  be  hard  put  to  it  to 
recoDcile  fuch  afts  as  thefe  with  their  tenets.  They  woold  fay, 
that  the  motive  to  them  was  a  dcfire  to  get  rid  of  thofe  fcnfations 
which  the  diftreffes  of  others  are  apt  to  excite,  and,  by  confequcncc, 
that  the  exertions  of  beneficence  are  felfifh.  Never  confidering 
that,  before  thefe  fenfations  can  arife,  a  man  muft  be  kindly 
afFeftioncd  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  pofTefs  that  benevolence 
which  the  objection  fuppofe»tobe  wanting. 

His 
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His  excurfion  to  Aflibourn  was  Icfs  beneficial  than 
he  hoped  it  would  be :  h,is  diforders  began  to  return, 
and  he  wanted  company  and  amufement.  During 
his  ftay  there,  he  compofed  fundry  prayers,  adapted  to 
the  ftate  of  his  body  and  mind  i  and  tranflated  from 
Horace,  lib*  IV.  the  ode,  ^  DifFugere  nives,  redeunt 
*  jam  gramina  campis,*  in  the  words  following : 

'  The  fnow,  diflblv'd,  no  more  is  feen  -, 

*  The  fields  and  woods,  behold^  are  green  3 

*  The  changing  year  renews  the  plain ; 
'  The  rivers  know  their  banks  again ; 

*  The  fprightly  nymph  and  naked  grace 

*  The  mazy  dance  togedier  trace  : 

'  The  changing  year's  fucceflive  plan, 

*  Proclaims  mortality  to  Man. 

*  Rough  winter's  blafts  to  fpring  give  w^y  3 

*  Spring  yields  to  fummer's  fovereign  ray  j 

*  Then  fummer  finks  in  autumn's  reign  j 
^  And  winter  chills  the  world  again  j 

*  Her  loflcs  foon  die  moon  fupplies, 

'  But  wretched  Man,  when  once  he  lies 

*  Where  Priam  and  his  fons  are  laid, 

*  Is  nought  but.afhes  and  a  fhade. 

*  Who  knows  if  Jove,  who  counts  our  fcore, 
'  Will  roufe  us  in  a  morning  more  ? 

*  What  with  your  friend  you  nobly  Ihare, 

*  At  leaft  you  refcue  from  your  heir. 

*  Not  you,  Torquatus,  boaft  of  Rome, 

*  When  Minos  once  has  fix'd  your  doom, 

*  Or  eloquence,  or  fplendid  birth, 

'  Or  virtue  (hall  replace  on  earth  : 

^  Hippolytus 
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'  Hippolytus  unjuftly  flain, 

*  Diana  calls  to  life  in  vain  j 

'  Nor  can  the  might  of  Thefeus  rend 

'  The  chains  of  hell  that  hold  his  friend/ 

Nov.  1784.    , 

In  his  return  to  London,  he  flopped  at  Lichfield, 
and  from  thence  wrote  to  me  feveral  letters,  that 
ferved  but  to  prepare  me  for  meeting  him  in  a  worfc 
ftate  of  health  than  I  had  ever  fcen  him  in.  The 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  laft  of  them  is  as  follows : 
^  I  am  relapfing  into  the  dropfy.  very  faft,  and  fliall 
«  make  fuch  hafte  to  town  that  it  will  be  ufelefs  to 

*  write  to  me ;    but  when  I  come,  let  me  have  the 

*  benefit  of  your  advice,  and  the  confolation  of  your 
^  company/  [dated  Nov.  7,  1784.]  After  about 
a  fortnight's  ftay  there,  he  took  his  leave  of  that 
city,  and  of  Mrs.  Porter,  whom  he  never  afterwards 
faw,  and  arrived  in  town  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  No- 
vember. 

After  the  declaration  he  had  made  of  his  intention 
to  provide  for  his  fervant  Frank,  and  before  his  going 
into  the  country,  I  had  frequendy  prefled  him  to 
make  a  will,  and  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  make  a  draft 
of  one,  with  blanks  for  the  names  of  the  executors 
and  refiduary  legatee,  and-  direfting  in  what  manner 
it  was  to  be  executed  and  attefted  -,  but  he  was 
exceedingly  averfe  to  this  bufinefsi  and,  while  he 
was  in  Derbylhire,  I  repeated  my  folicitations,  for 
this  purpofe,  by  letters.  When  he  arrived  in  town, 
he  had  done  nothing  in  it,  and,  to  what  I  formerly 
faid,  I  now  added^  that  he  had  never  mentioned  to 
me  tlie  difpofal  of  the  reCdue  of  his  efcate,  which, 

after 
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after  the  purchafe  of  an  annuity  for  Frank,  I  found 
would  be  fomething  confiderable,  and  that  he  would 
do  well  to  bequeath  it  to  his  relations.     His  anfwer 

was,  '  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  the  refidue.' 

A  few  days  after,  it  appeared  that  he  had  executed  the 
draft,  the  blanks  remaining,  with  all  the  folemnities 
of  a  real  will.  I  could  get  him  no  farther,  and  thus, 
for  fome  time,  the  matter  refted. 

He  had  fcarce  arrived  in  town,  before  it  was  found 
to  be  too  true,  that  he  was  relapfing  into  a  dropfy ;  and 
farther,  that  he  was  at  times  grievoufly  afflifted  with  an 
afthma.  Under  an  apprehenfion  that  his  end  was  ap- 
proaching, he  enquired  of  Dr.  Brocklefby,  with  great 
earneftnefs  indeed,  how  long  he  might  probably  live, 
but  could  obtain  no  other  than  unfatisfadory  anfwe-s : 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  if  I  remember  right,  under  a 
feeming  great  preffure  of  mind,  he  thus  addrefled  him> 
in  the  words  of  Shakefpeare  : 

*  Canft  thou  not  minifter  to  a  mind  difeas'd; 
^  Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  forrow, 

'  Raze  out  the  written  troubles  of  die  brain, 

*  And  with  fome  fweet  oblivious  antidote, 

*  Cleanfe  the  full  bofom  of  that  perilous  ftuff^ 

*  Which  weighs  upon  the  heart  ?' 

Macbeth. 

To  which  the  doftor,  who  was  nearly  as  well  red  in 
the  above  author  as  himfelf,  readily  replied. 


Therein  the  patient 


*  Muft  minifter  unto  himfelf.' 

Upon  which  Johnfon  exclaimed  — ^  Well  applied  :— 
*  that's  more  than  poetically  true.* 

He 
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He  had,  from  the  month  of  July  in  thi$  yeaf,  mark- 
fed  the  progrcfs  of  his  difeafes,  in  a  journal  which  he 
intitlcd  '  Mgri  Ephemcris/  noting  therein  his  many 
fleeplcfs  nights  by  the  wojrds^  Nox  infomnis.  This 
he  often  contemplated,  and,  finding  very  little  ground 
for  hope  that  he  had  much  longer  to  live,  he  fet  him- 
jfejf  %o  prepare  for  his  diffolution,  and  betook  himfelf 
to  private  prayer  and  the  reading  of  Erafn^us  on  the 
New  Teftament,  Dr.  Clarke*s  fermons,  and  fuch  other 
books  as  had  ^  tendency  to  calm  and  comfort  him.  ^ 

In  t^iis  ftate  of  his  body  and  mind,  he  f^remed  to 
be  Tiery  anxious  in  the  difcbarge  of  two  offices  that  he 
Jhad  hidierto  negle&ed  to  perform :  one  was,  the  com- 
municating to  the  world  the  names  of  the  perfons  con-^ 
ccracd  in  the  compilation  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftory ; 
the  other  was,  the  refcuing  from  oblivion  the  memory 
of  his  father  and  mother,  and  alfo,  of  his  brother :  the 
former  of  thefe  he  difcharged,  by  delivering  to  Mr. 
Nichols  the  printer,  in  my  prefencc,  a  paper  con- 
taining the  information  above-mentioned,  and  direc- 
tions to  depofit  it  in  the  Briti(h  mufeum.  The  other, 
by  compofing  a  memorial  of  his  deceafed  parents 
and  his  brother,  intended  for  their  tomb-ftone,  which, 
'idiether  it  was  ever  ihfcribed  thereon  or  not,  is  extant 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  January  1785.  The 
note  afcertaining  the  names  of  the  compilers  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  is  inferted  in  the  Magazine  for  the 
preceding  month.  The  nK)numental  infcription  is 
as  follows : 

H.     S.     E. 
Michael     Johnson, 

Vir  impavidus,   conftans,   animofus,   periculorum 

immemor,  laborum  patientiffimus  i  fiducia  chriftiani. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  fortis. 
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foitis,  fervidufque,  patcr-familias  apprime  ftrenuus; 
bibliopola  admodum  peritus ;  mente  ct  libris  et  ne- 
gotiis  exculta;  animo  ita  finno^  ut,  rebus  adverfis 
diu  con(li6tatuS|  nee  fibi  nee  fuis  defuerit :  lingua  fie 
temperau,  ut  ei  nihil  quod  aures,  vel  pias^  vel  caftas 
Isefiilet^  aut  dolor,  vel  voluptas  unquam  exprcflcrit. 

Natus  Cubleiae,  in  agro  Derbienfi,  anno  M  DC  LVI, 
obiit  MDCCXXXI. 

Appofita  eft  S  A  R  A,  conjux^ 

Antiqua  Fordo  rum  gente  oriunda ;  quam 
domi  fedulam,  foris  paucis  nocam;  nuUi  moleftam, 
mentis  aeumine  et  judieii  fubtilitate  praBceUentem ; 
aliis  multum,  fibi  parum  indulgentem:  ^temitati 
femper  attentam,  omne  fere  virtutis  nomen  conunen- 
davit. 

Nata  Nortonias  Regis,  in  agro  Varvicenfi^  anno 
MDCLXIXi  obiit  MDCCUX. 

Cum  Nathanaele  illorum  filio,  qui  natus 
MDCCXII,  cum  vires,  et  animi,  et  corporis  multa 
pollicercntur,  anno  MDCC  XXXVII,  vitam  brevcm 

pia  morte  finivit. 

He  would  alfo  have  written,  in  Latin  verfe,  an  epi- 
taph for  Mr.  Garrick,  but  found  himfelf  unequal  to 
the  tafk  of  original  poetic  compofition  in  that  Ian* 
guage. 

Neverthelefs,  he  fucceeded  in  an  attempt  to  render 
into  Latin  metre,  from  the  Greek  Anthologia,  fundry 
of  the  epigrams  therein  contained,  that  had  been  omit- 
ted by  other  tranflators,  alledging  as  a  reaibn,  which 
he  had  found  in  Fabricius,  that  Henry  Stephens,  Bu- 
chananj  Grotius^  and  others^  had  p^d  a  like  tribute  to 

literature. 
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Ifeeraturc*.  The  f)crformance  of  this  tafk  was  the 
employment  of  his  fleeplefe  nights,  and,  as  he  im- 
fomied  nnc,  it  afforded  him  great  relief* 

His  complaints  ftill  increafing,  I  continued  prefling 
him  to  make  a  will,  but  he  ftill  procraftinated 
diat  bufinefs«  On  the  twenty-feventh  of  November, 
m  the  morning,  I  went  to  his  houfe,  with  a  purpofc 
ftill  farther  to  urge  him  not  to  give  occafion,  by' 
dying  inteftate,  for  litigation  among  his  relations; 
but  finding  that  he  was  gone  to  pafs  the  day  with  the 
reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  at  Iflington,  I  followed  him 
diither,  and  found  there  our  old  friend  Mr.  Ryland, 
and  Mr.  Hoole.  Upon  my  fitting  down,  he  faidjj^ 
that  the  profpeft  of  the  change  he  was  about  to  un- 
dergo, and  the  thought  of  meeting  his  Saviour,  trou- 
bled him,  but  that  he  had  hope  that  he  would  not 
rejeft  him.  I  then  began  to  diicourfe  with  him  about 
his  will,  and  the  proviiion  for  Frank,  till  he  grew 
angry.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  figned  and  fealed 
the  paper  I  left  him  ;---but  that,  faid  I,  had  blanks  in 
it^  which,  as  it  feems,  you  have  not  filled  up  with  the 
names  of  the  executors. ^  You  (hould  have  filled 

*  them  up  yourfelf,'  anfwered  he, 1  replied,  that 

fuch  an  a£t  would  have  looked  as  if  I  meant  to 
prevent  his  choice  of  a  fitter  perfon.— ^  Sir,*  faid 
he,  *  thdc  minor  virtues  are  not  to  be  exercifed  in 

*  matters  of  fuch  importance  a$  this.*-— —At  kngth, 
he  faid,  that  on  his  return  home,  he.  would  fend  for 

a  clerk,  and  dilate  a  will  to  him. You  will 

dien,  faid  I,  be  inops  confilii;   rather  do  it  now. 

•  To  thefe  may  b«  added>  tl^e  examples  of  SirTkomas  More 
and  Lily  the  grammarian,  both  of  whoTe  tpranflatioas  are  pobliihed' 
junong  Sir  Thomas  Morels  epigrams. 
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With  Mr.  Strahan*B  permiflion>  I  will  be.  hh  gucft 
at  dinner ;  and,  if  Mr.  Hoole  wiU  plcafe  to  kold  the 
pen,  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  make  fuch  a  difpofidoa 

of  your  eftace  as  you  Ihall  dircft. ^To  this  he 

aflented  i  but  fuch  a  paroxyfm  of  the  aftfama  feized 
him,  as.  prevented  our  going  on.  As  the  6r^  burned 
up,  he  found  himfelf  relic ved^  and  grew  cheai6iiL  ^  The 

*  fit,'  faid  he,  ^  was  very  £barp  -,  but  I  am  iujw  ealy/ 
After  I  had  didtated  a  few  lines,  I  told  him,  that  the 
ancient  form  of  wills  contained  a  profef&on  of  the 
faith  of  the  teftator  ^  and  that,  he  being  a  man  of 
eminence  for  learning  and  parts,  it  would  affotd  as 
illuftrious  example,  and  well  become  him,  to  make 
fuch  an  explicit  declaration  of  his  belief,  as  might 
obviate  all  fufpicions  that  he  was  any  other  than  s 
Chriftian*.  He  thanked  me  for  the  hint>  and,  calling 
for  paper,  wrote  on  a  flip^  diat  I  had  in  xny  hand 
and  gave  him,  the  following  words  :  ^  I  humbly  com- 
'  mit  to  the  infinite  and  eternal  goodoefs  of  Almighty 

*  God>  my  foul  polluted  with  many  finas  bst,  as  i 
^  hope,  purified  by  repentance,  and  redeemed,  as  I 

*  truft,  by  the  death  of  Jefu«  Chrift  ^'  and,  retumii^ 
it  to  me,  faid,  *  This  I  commit  to  your  cuftody/ 

*  After  the  Roman  empire  became  Chriftiaiir  net  fmlf  tii« 
ttftaments  of  dykig  men,  but  the  imperial  edids,  begftn  wkh  an 
invocation  of  the  name  ef  God,  or  of  the  holy  and  wtdmdcd 
Trinity.    The  inftitutes  of  Juftinian  begin  '  In  nomine  Dondo! 

*  noftri  Jefu  Chrifti;'  and,  till  lately-,  the  addrefs  of  giant& 
and  charters  has  been  *  To  all  Chi*iftian  people,'  Vide  Sir  Henry 
^>ehnan  of  antient  Deeds  and  Charters,  among  hk  BnglUh  works. 
A  few  years  ago  h  was  the  unifono  pradLce  to  begin  wUltwis&iiie 
words  J  '  In  the  name  of  God,  amen ;'  and  frequently  to  infers 
therein  a  declaration  of  the  teftator's  hope  of  pardon  m  tho  acrio 
of  his  Saviodr ;  but,  in  tKefe  more  refined  times,  Ach  Imm 
are  deenved  fupcrfluous. 

.      .       9  Upott 
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UjpKwi  my  calling  on  him  for  diredbns  to  proceedj 
he  told  TM,  tliat  his  father,  in  the  courfe  of  his  trade 
of  a  bookfeller,  had  become  bankrupt,  and  that  Mr. 
WiUiam  Innys  had  afllfted  him  with  money  or  credit 
to  continue  his  bufmels— '  This,'  faid  he,  *  I  conM«r 
^  as  an  obligation  on  me  to  be  grateful  to  his  defcen- 

*  dants,  and  I  therefore  mean  to  give  200L  to  his  re- 

*  prefentative/ — He  dien  meditated  a  dcvifc  of  his 
houfe  at  Lichfield  to  the  corporation  of  that  city  for  a 
charitable  ule;  but,  it  being  freehold,  he  faid — ^  I 

*  cannot  Hve  a  twelve-month,  and  the  h&  ftatute  of 
'  mortmain*  ftands  in  the  way:   I  muft,  therefore, 

*  think  of  fome  other  diipofition  of  it/— —His  next 
<:oniideratioii  was,  a  previlion  for  Frank,  concerning 
the  amount  whereof  I  found  he  had  been  confulting 
Dr.  Brocklefby,  to  whom  he  had  put  this  queftion-*^ 
^  What  would  be  a  pix>per  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a 

*  favourite  fervant  ?'— The  do&or  anfwered,  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  mafter  were  the  trueft  meafitre^ 
and  that,  in  the  cafe  of  a  nobleman,  50 1.  a  year  was 
deemed  an  adequate  reward  for  many  years'  faithful 

fervice. '  Then,   fliall  I,'  faid    Jdinfon,    *  be 

'  nobiliffimus ;  for,  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  7  61.  a 

*  year,  and  I  deiire  you  to  tell  him  fo/— And  now, 
at  the  makijig  of  the  will,  a  devife,  equivalent  to  fuch 
a  provifion,  was  therein  infcited.  The  refidue  of  his 
^:ate  and  effefts,  which  took  in,  though  he  intended 
it  not,  the  houfe  at  Lichfield,  he  bequeathed  to  his 
executors,  in  trult  for  a  religious  afibciation,  which  it 
)s  needlefs  to  delcribe. 

*  Viz.  9  Geo.  2.  cap,  36,  which  enadb,  that  so  lands,  tene- 
;Bients,  &c.  (hall  be  given  to  any  bodies  politic,  unlefs  by  deed  in- 
dented, made  twelve  months,  at  leafl,  before  the  dea(h  of  the  donor. 
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Having  executed  the  will  with  the  neceflkiy  fbmia* 
lities,  he  would  have  come  home,  but  being  prcfied 
by  Mn  and  Mrs.  Strahan  to  flay,  he  confent^,  and  we 
all  dined  together.  Towards  the  evening,  he  grew 
chearful>  and  I  having  promifed  to  take  him  in  oif 
coach,  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Ryland  woidd  accom- 
pany him  home.     In  the  way  thither  he  speared 

*  much  at  eafe,  and  told  f.ories.  At  eight  I  fet  him 
down,  and  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Ryland  betook 
themfelves  to  their  refpcftive  homes^ 

Sunday  28th.  I  faw  him  about  noon;  he  was 
.dozing;  but  waking,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  circle  of 
his  friends.  Upon  opening  his  eyes,  he  (aid,  that 
the  profpe6i:  of  bis  difiblution  was  veiy  teirible  to 
him,  and  addreiTed  bimlelf  to  us  all,  in  nearly  thefe 
words :  ^  You  fee  the  ftate  in  which  I  am ;  confli&ing 
^  with  bodily  pain  and  mental  diftra£tion :  while  you 
^  are  in  health  and  ftrength,  labour  to  do  good,  and 

*  avoid  evil,  if  ever  you  hope  to  efcape  the  dtftiels 

*  that  now  oppreflcs  me.' ^A  little  while  after,— 

^  I  had,  very  early  in  my  life,  the  feeds. of  gpodncls 

*  in  nni: :  I  had  a  love  of  virtue,  and  a  reverence  for  * 
5  religion ;  and  thefe,  I  truft,  have  brought  forth  in 

f  me  fruits  meet  for  repentance ;  and,  if  I  have  rc- 
^  pented  as  I  ought,  I  am  forgiven.  I  have,  at  times, 
<  entertained  a  loathing  of  fin  and  of  myfelf,  pard- 
f  cularly  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  when  I  had 
f  the  profpcd  of  death  before  me ;   and  this  has  not 

*  abated  when  my  fears  of  death  have  been  kfi; 

*  and,  at  thefe  times,  I  have  had  fuch  rays  of  hope 

*  fliot  intp  my  foul,  as  have  almoft  perfuaded  m^ 

*  that  I  am  in  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  with  God.' 
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■y  a9th^.  Mr.  Langton,  who  had  fpcnt  the  evening 
with  him,  reported,  that  his  hopes  were  increafed, 
fx\d  that  he  was  much  cheared  upon  being  reminded 
of  the  general  tendency  of  his  writings,  and  of  his 
example. 

30th.  I  faw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him 
chearful.  Was  informed,  that  he  had,  for  his  dinner, 
eaten  heartily  of  a  French  duck  pie  and  a  pheafant. 

Dec.  I .  He  was  buficd  in  dcftroying  papers.^Gave 
to  Mr.  Langton  and  another  perfon,  to  fair  copy,  fonfK 
tranllations  of  the  Greek  epigrams,  which  he  had 
made  in  the  preceding  nights,  and  tranfcribed  the 
next  morning,  and  they  began  to  work  on  them. 

3d. '  Finding  his  legs  continue  to  fwell,  he  lignir 
fied  to  his  phyficians  a  ftrong  defire  to  have  them 
fcarified,  but  they,  unwilling  to.  put  him  to  paii\,  and 
fearing  a  mortiBcation,  declined  advifing  it.  He 
afterwards  confulted  his  furgeon,  apd  he  performed 
the  operation  on  one  kg. , 

4th.  I  vifited  him  t  the  fcarification,  made  yefterday 
in  his  leg,  appeared  to  have  had  little  cffeft. — He  faid 
to  me,  that  he  was  eafier  in  his  mind,  and  as  fit  to  die 
at  that  inftant,  as  he  could  be  a  year  hence.— He  re* 
quefted  me  to  receive  the  facrament  with  him  on 
Sunday,  the  next  day.  Complained  of  great  weak* 
nefs,  and  of  phantoms  that  haunted  his  imagination. 

5th.  Being  Sunday,  I  communicated  with  him 
and  Mr.  Langton,  and  other  of  his  friends,  as  many 
as  nearly  filled  the  room,  Mr.  Stralian,  who  Wiis 
conftant  in  his  attendance  on  him  throughout  his 
illnefs,  performed  th?  office.  Previous  to  reading 
the  exhortation,  Johnfon  knelt,  and,  with  a  degree  of 
ffervour  that  I  had  never  been  witncfs  to  before, 
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\ittcrcd  die  foUo^^ing  riioft  eloquent  and  energetic 
prayer  : 

•  Almighty  find  mbO:  rtiercifd  Father,  I  am  now,  as 

*  to  humah  eye$  it  feems,  about  to  commemorate,  for 

*  the  laft  time,  the  death  of  thy  fon  Jcfus  Chrift> 
^  oar  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that 
^  "my  whfilc  hope  and  confidence  may  be  in  his  me- 

*  rlts  and  m  thy  mercy  :•  forgive  and  accept  my  late 

*  converfioh ;  enforce  and  accept  my  imperfeft  repen- 

*  tance  j  make  this  commemoration  of  him  available 

*  t6  the  <!:orifij'mation  of  my  faith,  the  eftablilhment 

*  6f  my  hopfe,  ind  the  enlargement  of  my  charity  5  and 

*  make  thfe  dtith  of  thy  fon  Jefus  efFeftual  to  my  re- 

*  derfiptidA.    Have  mercy  upon  me,  and  pardon  the 

*  mukitudte  df  my  offtnces.    Blefs  my  friends,  have 

*  mercy  ujpoA  all  men.  Support  me  by  the  grace  of 
*-  thy  hdy  Ipirit  ih  the  days  of  weaknefs,  and  at  the 

*  hour  of  death,  aftd  deceive  mt,  at  my  deith,  to  ever- 

*  lafting  happincfs,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift.— 
'  Atntn: 

IJpbh  rifing  fronh  his  knees,  after  the  oiflice  waaf 
concluded,  he  faid,  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  God  in 
a  ilate  of  idiocy,  or  with  opium  in  his  head ;  and, 
tliit  haVihg  now  communicated  with  the  effefts  of  a 
dofe  upon  h'\ri\y  he  doubted  if  his  exertions  were  the 
genuine  operations  of  his  mind,  and  repeated  from' 
bilhop  Taylor  this  feritimeht,  *  That  little,  that  has 

*  beeh  Omitted  in  health,  can  be  done  to  any  purpofe 

*  in  fickhcfs  *. 

6th. 

.  '*  H^  very  m)ich  adxhired,  «hd  <^ten  In  die  conrfe  of  his  iUnefr 
Vccited,  from  the  conclufion  of  old  Ifaac  Walton's  life  of  biiboj^ 
SanderfoHy  the  following  pathetic  requeft : 
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6th.  I  again  vifitcd  him.  Before  my  departure. 
Dr.  Brocklcfby  came  in,  and,  taking  him  by  the  wiiff, 
Johnfon  gave  him  a  look  of  great  contempt,  and  ri- 
diculed the  judging  of  his  dlforder  by  the  pulfe.  He 
Complained,  that  the  farcocele  had  again  made  its 
appearand?,  and  aflced,  if  a  punfture  would  not 
relieve  him,  as  it  had  done  the  year  before :  the  doclor 
anfwcred,  that  it  might,  but  that  his  furgeon  waa 
the  beft  judge  of  the  cfFeft  of  fuch  an  operation, 
Johnfon,  upon  this,  faid,  ^  How  mf  ny  men  in  a  year 
f  die  through  the  timidity  of  thofe  whom  they  con- 
f  fult  for  health !  I  want  length  of  life,  and  you  fear 
f  giving  me  pain,  which  I  care  not  for.* 

8th.  I  vifited  him  with  Mr.  Langton,  and  found 
him  diftating  to  Mr.  Strahan  another  will,  the  former 
being,  as  he  had  faid  at  the  time  of  making  it,  a  tern*' 
porary  one.  On  our  entering  the  room,  he  faid,  *  God 

*  blefs  you  both.'  I  arrived  juft  time  enough  to  direft 
the  execution,  and  alfp  the  atteftation  of  it.  After  he 
had  publilhfsd  it,  he  defired  Mr.  Strahan  to  fay  th6 
TLord's    prayer,  which  he  did,    all  of  us   joining. 

-Johnfon,  after  it,  uttered,  extempore,  a  few  pious 
ejaculations. 

9th.  I  faw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him 
didating,  to  Mr.  Strahan,  a  codicil  to  the  mil  he  had 

'  Thus  this  pattern   of  meeknefs  and  primitive  innocence 

*  changed  this  for  a  better  life :— 'tis  now  too  late  to  wifli, 
'  that  mine  may  be  like  his ;  for  I  am  in  the  eighty-fiuh  year 

*  of  my  age,  and  God  knows  it  hath  not;  but,  I  mcfl  humbly 
«  befeech  Almighty  God,  that  my  death  may  ;  and  I  do  as  earn- 

*  eftly  beg,  that,  if  any  reader  fhall  receive  any  fatisfaaion  from 

*  this  very  plain,  and,  as  true  relation,  he  will  be  fo  charitable  a^ 
«  t©  lay.  Amen.'* 

made 
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made  the  evening  before.  I  aflifted  them  in  ic,  and 
received  from  the  teftator  a  dircftion,  to  infert  a  devife 
to  his  executors  of  the  houfe  at  Lichfield,  to  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  certain  of  his  relatfons,  a  bequcft  of 
fundry  pecuniary  and  fpecific  legacies,  a  provifion  for 
the  annuity  of  70I.  for  Francis,  and,  after  all,  a  devife 
of  all  the  reft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of  his  eftate  and 
effefts,  to  his  executors,  in  truft  for  the  faid  Francis 
Barber,  his  executors  and  adminiftrators;  and,  having 
di(5tated  accordingly,  Johnfon  executed  and  publifhed 
it  as  a  codicil  to  his  will  *. 

He  was  now  fo  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  kneel, 
and  lamented,  that  he  muft  pray  fitting,  but,  with 
an  efibrt,  he  placed  himfelf .  on  his  knees,  while 
Mr.  Strahan  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer.  During  the 
whole  of  the  evening,  he  was  much  compofed  and  re- 
figned.    ^eing  become  very  weak  and  helplels,  it  was 

•  How  nuBch  foever  I  approve  of  the  pradtice  of  rewarding  the 
fidelity  of  fervants,  I  cannot  but  think  tliat,  in  teflamentary  difpofi^ 
tions  in  their  fiivour,  (ome  difcretion  ought  to  be  exercifed;  and  that, 
in  fcarce  any  inibince  they  are  to  be  preferred  to  thofe  who  are  al- 
lied to  the  teftator  either  in  blood  or  by  affinity.  Of  the  merits  of 
this  fervant,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  from  what  I  ihali  here- 
after have  occafidn  to  fay  of  him.  It  was  hinted  to  me  manjr 
years  ago>  by  his  mafter,  tliat  he  was  a  loofe  fellow ;  and  I  learned 
from  others,  that,  after  an  abfence  from  his  fervice  of  fome  years, 
be  married.  In  his  fearch  of  a  wife,  he  picked  up  one  of  thofe  crea- 
tures with  whom,  in  the  difpofai  of  themfelves,  no  contrariety  of 
colour  is  an  obflacle.  -  It  is  iaid,  that  foon  after  his  marriage,  he 
became  jealous,  and«  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  he  conunued  fo,  tlU, 
by  preffsnting  him  firft  with  one,  and  ^erwards  with  another  duugh* 
fer,  of  her  oiyn  colour,  bis  w^e  pqt  an  end  to  all  his  doubts  qq  that 
fcore.  NotwithiHnding  which,  Johnfon,  in  the  excef$  of  indiicnmi* 
nating  benevolence,  about  a  yeaf  before  his  death,  fpok  the  wi£?  «k1 
both  the  children,  into  bis  houfe,  and  made  them  a  part  of  hisfiuniiy; 
^nd,  by  the  codicil  to  his  will,  made  a  diipofition  y\  his  hxoart  to 
the  amount  in  value  of  full  fifteen  tiundred  oounds. 
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fdiought  neceflary  that  a  man  ihould  watch  with  him 
all  night ;  and  one  was  found  in  the  neighbourhoodj, 
who,  for  half  a  crown  a  n|ght>  undertook  to  fit  up 
with,  and  aflift  him.  When  the  man  had  left  tli 
room,  he,  in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  Mr.  Stra- 
han  and  Mr.  Langton,  alked  me,  where  I  meant  to 
bury  him.  I  anfwcred,  doubtlefs,  in  Wcftminftcr 
abbey :  *If,'  faid  he, '  my  executors  think  it  proper  to 

*  mark  the  (pot  of  my  interment  by  a  fton^,  let  it  be 
5  fo  placed  as  to  proteft  my  body  from  injury.'  I 
.aflfured  him  it  (hould  be  done.  Before  my  departure, 
he  defired  Mr.  Langton  to  put.  into  my  hands,  money 
.to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  lool.  with  a  diredbion  to 
keep  it  till  called  for. 

loth.  This  day  at  noon  I  faw  him  again.  Her  faid 
to  me,  that  the  male  nurfe  to  whofe  care  I  had  com« 
mitted  him,  was  unfit  for  the  office.  *  He  is,'  faid  he, 
f  an  idiot,  as  aukward  as  a  turnfpit  juft  put  into  the 

*  wheel,  and  as  fleepy  as  a  dormoufe.'  Mr.  Cruik* 
ihank  came  into  the  room,  and,  looking  on  his  fcari- 
fied  leg,  faw  no  fign  of  a  mortification. 

I  ith.  At  noon,  I  found  him  dozing,  and  would  not 
difturb  him* 

1 2th.  Saw  him  again ;  found  him  very  weak,  and, 
as  he  faid,  unable  to  pray. 

X3th.  At  noon,  I  called  at  the  houfe,  but  went  not 
into  his  room,  being  told,  that  he  was  dozing.  I  was 
further  informed  by  the  fervants,  that  his  appetite  was 
totally  gone,  and  that  he  could  take  po  fuftenance.  At 
eight  in  the  evening,  of  the  fame  day,  word  was  brought 
me  by  Mr.  Saflres,  to  whom,  in  his  laft  ^noments,  he 
Vttered  thefe  words,  ^  Jam  moriturus,*  that,  at  a  quarter 
paft  feven,  he  had,  without  a  groan,  or  the  leaft  fign 
Qf  pain  or  u^eaQnels,  yielded  his  laft  breati^^ 
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At  etevffl,  the  fame  evening,  Mr.  Langtoti  came  tb 
me,  ftfid,  in  an  agony  of  nnind,  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand,  that  our  friend  had  wounded  himfelf  in  fcveral 
parts  of  the  body*  I  was  fhockcd  at  the  newt ;  but, 
^pon  being  told  that  he  had  not  touched  any  vital  part, 
was  eafily  able  to  account  for  an  aftion,  which  would 
islfe  have  gtveh  us  riie  decpeft  concern.  The  faft  was, 
thait  conceiving  himfelf  to  be  full  of  water,  he  had 
'^one  that,  which  he  had  ofcen  fbliciced  his  medlcsd 
afBftants  to  do,  made  two  or  three  incifions  in  hi& 
lower  limbs,  vainly  hoping  for  fome  relifcf  from  the 
flux  that  might  follow. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Frank  came  to  me  j  and, 
being  defirous  of  knowing  all  the  particulars  of  this 
tranfaftion,  t  interrogated  him  very  ftridly  concerning 
ic,  and  nsceived  from  him  anfwers  to  the  following 
cflfeft: 

Th&t,  at  eight  in  the  morning  trf'thc  preceding  day, 
upon  going  into  the  bedchambcfr,  his  mafter,  being  in 
bed,  ordered  him  to  open  a  cabinet,  and  give  him  a 
drawer  in  it  -,  that  he  4id  fo,  and  that  out  of  it  his 
mafter  toojc  a  cafe  of  lancets,  and  chooHng  one  of 
them,  would  have  conveyed  it  into  the  bed,  which 
Frank,  and  a  young  man  that  fat  up  with  him,  feeing, 
they  feized  his  hand,  andintreated  him  not  to  do  a  raib 
aftion :  he  &ki  he  would  not  s  but  drawing  his  hand 
under  the  bed-clothes,  they  faw  his  arm  move.  Upon 
this,  they  turned  down  the  clothes,  and  iaw  a  great 
fffufion  of  blood,  which  foon  ftopped — That  foon 
after,  he  got  at  a  pair  of  fcilTars  that  lay  in  a  drawer 
by  him,  and  plunged  them  deep  in  the  calf  of  each 
leg — That  immediately  they  font  for  Mr.  Cruikfhank, 
and  the  apothecary>  and  they,  or  one  of  them,  drefled 
the  woundfit— Thathe  then  ftU  into  that  dozing  which 
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carried  him  off. — That  it  was  conjeduced  he  loft  eight 
or  ten  ounces  of  bloody  and  that  this  efittfion  brought 
QQ  the  dozing,,  though  his  pulie  continued  finn  tiU 
ihree  o  clock. 

That  this  aft  was  aot  done  to  haftcn  his  cndi  but 
Qo  difcharge  the  water  that  he  conceited  to  be  ia  luixif 
I  hare  not  the  leaft  doubt.  A  dropfy  was  his  difeafe  1 
he  looked  upon  himfelf  as  a  bloatal  carcafc;  and^  ta 
attain  the  power  of  eafy  refpiratioA,  would  have  un*- 
dergoBc  any  degree  of  temporary  pain.  He  dreaded 
neither  punftures  nor  incifions,  and>  indeed>  defied 
the  trochar  and  the  lancet :  he  had  ofcen  reproached 
his  phylicians  and  fui^geon  with  cowardice ;  and,  when 
Mr.  Cruildhank  fcarified   his  kg»  he  cried  out — 

*  Deeper^  deeper  j— I  will  abide  the  confequqnce  : 
^  you  are  afraid  of  your  reputatioo>  but  that  is  no^ 

*  thing  to  me.'— To  thofe  about  him,  he  faid,-— 
'  You  an  pretend  to  love  me,  but  you  do  b6c  love 

*  nae  fo  well  as  I  rayfelf  do.' 

I  have  been  thus  cmouie  io  recoidiftg  the  parti-» 
culars  of  his  laft  notoments,  becauie  I  wifhed  to 
attraft  attention  to  the  conduct  of  t;ihi$  great 
man,  usder  die  moQ:  tryii^  circumftimcea  human 
nature  is  fubjeft  to.  Many  perfons  have  appeared 
poiTefTed  of  more  ferenity  of  mind  in  this  awful 
icene;  fome  kaye  i^fnained  unmoved  at  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  vital  union;  and,  it  may  be  deemed  ^ 
discouragement  from  the  fevere  pra&ice  of  religion^ 
that  Dr.  Johnfoo,  whofe  whole  bfe  was  a  pteparatioa 
for  his  death,  and  a  confUA  with  natural  infirmity,  wta 
difturbed  with  terror  at  the  profpeA  of  the  grave* 
Let  not  this  relax  the  circumfpeftion  of  any  one. 
It  is  true»  that  wtural  firmnefs  of  fp'ur;i,   or  the 
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confidence  of  hope,  may  buoy  up  the  mind  to  the 
Uft;  but,  however  heroic  an  undaunted  death  may^ 
^pear,  it  is  not  what  we  (hould  pray  for.  As 
Johnfon  Eved  the  life  of  the  righteous,  his  end  was' 
that  of  a  Chriftian  :  he  flxiftly  fuMiiled  the  injunftion 
of  the  apoftle,  to  work  out  his  falvation  with  fear  and 
trembling  5  and,  though  his  doubts  and  fcruples  were 
certainly  very  diftreffing  to  himfelf,  they  give  his 
fiiends  a  pious  hope,  that  he,  who  added  to  almoft 
all  the  virtues  of  Chriftianity,  that  religious  humi-' 
lity  which  its  great  Teacher  inculcated,  will,  in  the 
fuUnefs  of  time,  receive  the  reward  promifed  to  a 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing. 

A  few  days  after  his  departure.  Dr.  Brocklciby  and 
Mr.  Cruiklhank,  who,  with  great  affiduity  and  huma-' 
nity,  (and  I  muft  add,  generofity,  for  neither  they,  nor 
Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Warren,  nor  Dr.  Buttef,  would 
accept  any  fees)  had  attcnded4iim,  fignified  a  wi(h, 
^  that  his  body  might  be  opened.  This  was  done^  and 
the  report  made  was  to  this  effeft : 

Two  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta  oflified. 

The  air-cells  of  the  lungs  unufually  diftended. 

One  of  the  kidneys  deftroyed  by  the  preffurc  of 
the  water. 

The  liver  fchirrous. 

A  ftone  in  the  gall-bladder,  of  the  fize  of  a  com- 
mon  goofeberry, 

On  Monday  the  aoth  of  December,  his  funeral  was 
celebrated  and  honoured  by  a  numerous  attendance 
of  his  friends,  and  among  them,  by  particular  invi^ 
tation,  of  as  many  of  the  literary  club  as  were  then  in 
town,  and  not  prevented  by  engagements.  The 
dean  of  Weftminftcr,  upon  my  application,  would 
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gladly  have  performed  the  cferemony  of  his  interment, 
hut,  at  the  time,  was  much  indiipofed  in  his  hiealth ; 
the  office,  therefore,  devolved  upon  the  fenior  pre* 
bendary,  Dr.  Taylor,  who  performed  it  with  becorining 
gravity  and  ferioufnefs.  All  the  prebendaries,  except 
fuch  as  were  abient  in  the  country,  attended  in  their 
fufpliccs  and  hoods :  they  met  the  <:orpfc  ^t  the  weft 
door  of  their  church,  and  performed,  in  the  moft  rcf- 
pe6tful  manner,  all  the  honours  due  to  the  memory 
of  £>  great  a  man. 

His  body,  enclofed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  is  depofited  in 
the  fouth  tranfept  of  the  abbey,  near  the  foot  of  Shakef-' 
peare's  monument,  and  clofe  to  the  coffin  of  his  friend 
Garrick.  Agreeable  to  his  requefl,  a  ftone  of  black 
marble  covers  his  grave,  thus  infcribed : 

Samuel     Johnson,   L. L,D. 

Obik  XIII  die  Decembris,    ' 

Anno  Domini 

MDCCLXXXIV, 

iEtatis  fuffi  LXXV. 

Copy  of  Dr.  JOHNSON's  WILL,  andof  the 

Codicil  thereto  fubjoined. 

3[n  tge  name  of  dDob.  0mei1.  I  Samuel  John- 
son, being  in  full  pofTeffion  of  my  faculties,  but 
fearing  this  night  may  put  an  end  to  my  life,  do,or« 
dain  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament.  I  bequeath  to 
God  a  foul  polluted  with  many  fins,  but  I  hope  puri- 
fied by  repentance,  and  I  truft  redeemed  by  Jcfus 
Chrift  *.  I  leave  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
the  hands  of  Bennet  Langton,  Efq;  three  hundred 
pounds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Perkins, 

•  This  declaration  is,  in  fubftancc,  the  fame  with  that  in  the 
ipmer  will,  but  varies  in  the  expreflion. 
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brewers ;  one  h}jn<ifed  and  fifty  pounds  in  the  hands 
of  Dn  Percy>  bilhop  of  Dromores  one  thoufand 
poundsi  thice  per  cent,  annuities  in  the  public  funds^ 
and  one  hundred  pounds  now  lying  by  mc  in  ready 
money;  a)l  thefe  before-mcQtioned  funos  and  property 
I  leave,  I  fay,  to  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kin9»  and  Pr.  William  Scott,  of  Do(^Qr5  ConwDons, 
in  tnift  for  the  followixig  ufes;  That  is  to  fty,  to  pay 
to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Wijliain  Innys,  book* 
feller,  in  St.  Paul's  Church  Yard,  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  5  to  Mrs.  White,  my  fenaale  fcrvant, 
one  hundred  pounds  dock  in  the  three  per  cent, 
^nuities  aforefaid.  The  reft  of  the  aforefaid  funu 
pf  money  and  property,  together  with  my  books, 
plate,  and  hou(hold*furniture,  I  leave  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
and  Dr.  William  Scott,  alfo  in  truft,  to  be  applied, 
after  paying  ftiy  debts,  to  the  ufe  of  Francis  Barber, 
my  man-fcrvant,  a  negro,  in  fuch  manner  as  they 
Ihall  judge  moft  fit  and  available  to  his  benefit.  And 
I  appoint  the  aforefaid  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  Scott,  fole  executors  of 
this  my  laft  will  and  tellament,  ho-eby  revoking  all 
former  wills  and  teftaments  whatfoever.  In  witnefs 
whereof  I  hereunto  fubfcribe  my  name,  and  affix  my 
feal,  this  eighth  day  of  December,  1784. 

SAM.  JOHNSON,  (L.  S.) 

Signed,  fealed,  publifhed,  declared^  and  delivered 
by  the  faid  teftator,  as  his  laft  will  and  teftamen^,  in 
the  prefence  of  us,  the  word  Swo  being  firft  inierted  in 
the  oppofitc  page. 

George  SritAHAN. 

John  Dbs  Mouliks. 
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By  way  of  codicil  to  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  I 
Samuel  Johnson,  give^  devilc,  and  bequeath,  my 
mefluage  or  tenement,  fituate  at  Lichfield,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  with  the  appurtenances^  in  the  te-* 
nure  ot  occupation  of  Mrs*  Bond,  of  Lichfield  afore* 
faid,  or  of  Mr.  Hinchman,  her  urtder-^tenant,  to  riiy 
executors  in  truft,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame ;  and 
the  money  arlfing  from  fuch  fale  1  give  and  bequeath 
as  follows^  viz*  to  Thomsls  and  Benjamin  the  fons  of 
Filher  johnfon,  late  of  Leicefter,  and  Whitings 

daughter  of  Thomas  Johnfon,  late  o(  Coventry,  and 
the  grand-daughter  of  the  faid  Thomas  Johnfon,  one 
full  and  equal  fourth  part  each )  but  in  cafe  there  fhall 
be  more  grand^daughters  than  one  of  the  f^id  Thomas 
Johnfon,  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  I  give  and 
bequeath  the  part  or  Ihare  of  that  one  to,  and  equally 
between  fuch  grand-daughters.  I  give  and  bequeatfi 
to  the  Rev*  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Berkley,  near  Froome,  iji 
the  county  of  Somcrfct,  the  fum  of  one  hundrefl 
pounds,  requefting  him  to  apply  the  fame  towards  the 
maintenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  lunatic.  I  alfo  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  god-children,  the  fon  and  daugh« 
ter  of  Mauritius  Low,  painter,  each  of  them^  one  hun^ 
dred  pounds  of  my  (lock  in  the  three  per  cent*  con- 
folidated  annuities,  to  be  applied  and  difpofed  of  by 
and  at  the  difcretion  of  my  Executors,  in  the  education 
or  fettlement  in  the  world  of  them  my  faid  legatee*. 
Alfo,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  one  ^ 
of  my  Executors,  the  Annales  Ecclefiaftici  of  Baro- 
nius  and  Holinglhed^s  and  Stowe*s  Chrpniglcs,  and 
alfo  an  oftavo  Common  Prayer  Book.  To  Bcnnet 
Langton,  Efqj  I  give  aod  bequeath  my  Polyglot  Bible* 
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To  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  my  great  French  Diftionary, 

by  Martiniere,  and  my  own  copy  of  my  folio  EnglilE 

•Didtionary,  of  the  laft  revifion.  To  Dr.  William  Scott^ 

one  of  my  Executors,  the  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce, 

^nd  Leftius's  edition  of  the  Greek  Poets.    To  Mr. 

'Windham,    Poetas   Grseci   Heroici    per  Henricum 

6tephanum.     To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan,  vicar  of 

Iflington,   in  Middlefex,  Milk's  Greek  Teftamenti 

.  Beza's  Greek  Teftament  by  Stephens,  all  my  Latin 

'  Bibles,  and  my  Greek  Bible  by  Wechelius.     To  Dr. 

Heberden,  Dr.  Brocklelby,    Dr.  Butter,   and    Mr. 

•Cruikfhahk    the    furgeoa  who  attended  me,    Mr. 

'Holder  my  apothecary,  Gerard  Hamilton,  Efq;  Mrs. 

Gardiner,  of  Snow-hill,  Mrs.  Frances  Reynolds,  Mr. 

Hoole,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoole,  his  fon,  each  a  book 

at  their  elediori,  to  keep  as  a  token  of  remembrance. 

^I  alfo  give  and  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  dc%  Moulins> 

'two  hundred  pounds  cwifolidated  three  per  cent,  an- 

-nuities;  ahd  to  Mr.  Saftrcs,  the  Italian  mafter,thc 

'fuhi  of  five  pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  books  of  piety 

'-for  his  own  ufe-.  And  whereas  the  faid  Bennet  Langton 

"hath  agreed,  in  conGderation  of  the  fum  of  fcvcn  hun- 

€lrcd  and  fifty  pounds,  nmentioned  in  my  will  to  be  in 

his  hands,  to  grant  and  fecure  art  annriky  of  feventy 

-pounds,  payable  during  the  life  of  me  and  my  Icr- 

Vant  l^rancis  Barber,  and  the  life  of  the  furvivor  of 

us,  to  Mr.Georg<e  Stubbs  in  troft  for  us;  my  mind 

■and  will  is,  that  in  cafe  of  my  deceafe  before  the  faid 

agreement  (hall  be  pcrfeflred,  the  faid  fum  of  feven 

-hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  the  bond  for  fecuring  the 

'►faid  fum,  (hall  go  to  the  iaid  Francis  Barber  j  aftd  I 

•hereby -give  and  bequeath  to.  hirti  the  fame,  in  lieu  of 

the  bequeft  in  his  favour,  contained  in  my  laid  will. 
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And  I   hereby  empower  my  Executors  to  deduft 
and  retain  all  expences  that  fliall  or  may  be  incurred 
in  the  execution  of  my  faid  will^  or  of  this  codicil 
thereto,  out  of  fuch  eftate  and'effe^ls  as  I^fhalldie 
pofTeiTed  of    All.  the  reft,  refidue,  arid  remainder  of', 
my  eftate  and  efiefbs,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  -Ikid  c 
Executors,  in  truft  for  the  faid  Francis  Barber,  his  i 
Executors  and  Adminiftrators.   Witnefs  my  hand  and  r 
feal  this  ninth  day  of  December,  1 7  84.  > 

SAM.  JOHNSON,  (L.S:)' 

Signed,  fealed,  publilhed,  declared,  and  delivered 
by  the  faid  Samuel  Johnfon,  as,  and  for  a  Codicil  to  * 
his  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  In  the  prefcnce  of  us,* 
who,  in  his  prefence,  and  at  his  requeft,  and  alfo  in ' 
the  prefence  of  each  other,  have  hereto  fubfcribed  ovr 
names  as  witnefles. 

John  CoptEV. 
.William  <jibson.  » 
Henry  Cole.» 
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THE  foregoing iniliximcnt can-ies into dFcft the 
refoiution  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  be,  with  refpcft  to  his 
ncgro-fervant,  nobiliffimus ;  but  the  ntiany  laviih  en- 
comiums that  have  been  bcilqwed  on  this  aft  of 
boonty,  make  it  ncccflary  to  mention  fome  parti- 
culars, fubfequent  to  his  death,  that  will  fcrve  ta 
fccw  the  fliort-fightednefs  of  human  wifdom,  and 
the  efFefts  of  ill-direfted  benevolence. 

The  amount  of  the  bequeft  to  this  man,  nmay  be 
cftimated  at  a  fum  little  fhort  of  1500I.  and  that  to 
the  tcftator's  relations  named  in  the  will  at  235I.  (the 
fum  which  the  houfe  at  Lichfield  produced  at  a  fale 
by  auction)  who,  being  five  in  number,  divided  the 
fame,  after  deducing  the  expences  of  the  fale,  in  the 
following  proportions ;  that  is  to  fay^  three  of  the 
relation5  took  5  81.  *x5s.  od,  each,  and  each  of  two 
others,  the  rcprefentatives  of  a  fourth|  ^9^  75.  6d. 

A  few  days  after  the  doftor's  deceafe,  Francis 
came  to  me,  and  informed .  me,  that  a  relation  of  his 
mafter's,  named  Humphrey  Heely,  who,  with  bis  wife, 
bad  lately^  upon  the  requeft  of  the  dodor  to  the  biihop 
of  Rochefter,  been  placed  in  an  alms-houfc  at  Weft-. 
minfter,  was  in  great  neceffityj  as  wanting  money  to 
buy  bedding  and  clqaths.  I  told  him,  that  feeing 
he  was  fo  great  a  gainer  by  his  maftcr*s  will,  as  to 
be  poflTeffed  of  almoft  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  it 
behoved'  him  to  have  compaffion  on  this  his  rela^ 
tion,  and  to  fupply  his.  WfUits.  JJi$  reply  was,-*'  / 
^  cannot  afard  iU 

Fronj 
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From  the  time  of  the  doftor's  dcceafe,  myfelf,  and 
my  colleagues  the  od^r  executors,  anfwered  all  the 
calk  of  Francis  for  money.  On  the  6th  day  o(  Sep* 
tember  1785;  we  had  advanced  him  106I.  By  the 
13th  of  December  following,  he  had  received  of  Mr* 
I^ngcon  for  his  annuity,  and  of  MeiT.  Barclay  and 
Perkins  for  intereft,  as  much  as  made  that  fum  183  L 
and  on  the  ijjth'of  the  fame  month,  a  year  and  two 
days  after  his  mafter*s  death,  he  came  to  me,  faying, 
that  be  wanted  nv>re  money,  for  that  a  few  halfpence  ' 
was  all  that  he  had  left.  Upon  my  fettling  with  him 
in  Auguft  laft,  it  appeared  that,  exclufiv^  of  his 
annuity,  he  had  received  337 1.  and,  after  delivering 
to  him  the  bond  for  150I/  mentioned  in  the  will*, 
J  paid  him  a  balance  of  196L  1 5s,  4d«  i. 

I  had  no  fooner  clofed  my  account,  than  t  ient  for' 
Heely,  who  appeared  to  be  an  old  mian  and  lame,  having 
one  leg  much  fhortcr  than  the  other,  but  of  an  excellent* 
imderftanding.  The  ftyle  of  his  dilcourle  was  fo  correft* 
and  grammatical,  that  it  called  to  my  remembrance 
that  of  Johnfon,  The  account  he  gave  me  of  him* 
ielf  and  his  fortunes  was  to  the  following  cffcA : 

That  he  was  born  in  the  year  17 149  and  that  his 
relation  to  johnibn  was  by  marriage,  his  firft  wife 
being  a  Ford,  and  the  daughter  of  Johnfon's  mother's' 
brother.-' — That  himfelf  had  been  a  wholefale  iron- 
monger, and  the  owner  of  an  eftate  in  WarwickfhirCi 
which  he  farmed  himfelf,  but  that  lofles,  and  fbmein- 
difcretions  on  his  p2(rt,  had  driven  him  to  Scotland  1  ' 
and  that,  in  his  return  on  foot,  with  his  wife,  from 

•  JI^  bad  before  received  j^^h  for  intereft  thereon. 
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Kewcaftlc,  (he  died  on  the  road  in  his  arms  j— tha^ 
ibme  years  after,  he  was,  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,, 
made  keeper  of  the  Tap  at.Ranelagh  houfc,  an$l  thac^ 
he  married  again ;  but  that  not  being  able  to  endure, 
the  capricious  infolence  with  which  he  was  treated,Mr« 
Qarrick  took  him  under  his  proteftion^,  and  woidd  have 
found  a  place  for  him  in  his  theatre,  but  lived  not  to  . 
be  able  to  do  it;  and  that  thefe,  and  other  misfor* 
tunes  and  difappointments,  had  brought  him  to 
the  condition,  as   he  defcribed  it,  of  a   poor,  re* 

duccd  old  man. He  added,  that  Dr.  Johnibn 

had  been  very  liberal  to  him ;  and,  as  one  inftanoe 
of  his  kindnefs,  rnentioned,  that,  about  three  weeks. 
before  his  deceafe,  he  had  applied  to  him  for  afllftance ; 
and,  upon  ftatinghis  reafons  for  troubling  him,  was  bid, 
leather  harfhly,  to  be  fdenti— *  For,*  faid  the  dodor, 

*  it  is  enough  to  fay  that  you  are  in  want;  I  enquire, 

*  not  into  the  caufes  of  it :  here  is  money  for  your^ 
^  relief  *  ;*— but  that,  immediately  rccoll^ding  himfcl^. 

he 

•  We  have  here  an  inftancc  of  that  afperity  of  temper  witk 
which  Johnfon  has  been  frequently  charged,  but  without  any  al« 
lowance  fornatural  iiiHrxnity,  or  any  coniideradon  of  hisendeavoun 
to  correal  it,  or  hh  readinefs  to  atone  for  the  pain  it  might  fime* 
times  give,  by  a  kind  and  gentle  treatment  of  the  peribn  oScnded. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  h,  that  his  whole  life  was  a  oonflid  with 
his  pafTtons  and  humours,  and  that  few  perfons  .bore  reprehcnfioa 
with  more  patience  than  himfelf.    After  his  deceafe,  I  found  among 
his  papers  an  anonymous  letter,  that  feemed  to  have  been  written  -^ 
by  a  perfon  who  bad  long  had  his  eye  on  him,  an4  repuurked  tbe« 
ofFenAve  particulars  in  his  behaviour,  his  prop^niity  to  conuadic* 
tion,  his  want  of  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  his  conten*" 
tion  for  vidory  over  thofe  with  whom  he  difputed*  his  local  pftju- 
dices  and  averfions,  and  other  his  evil  habits  in  conv^rfatioo, 
whipb  in&df  ias  ac^uaiatance  fhunned  by  many,  who^  as  a  man  of 
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Jie  changed  his  tone,  and  mildly  faid, — '  If  I  have  fpo- 

*  ken  roughly  to  you,  impute  it  to  the  diftraftion  of  my 

*  mind,  and  the  petulance  of  a  fick  man.' De- 

fcribing  his  prefcnt  condition,  he  faid,  that  he  and  his 
wife  were  in  want  of  every  neceffary,  and  that  neither 
of  them  had  a  change  of  any  one  article  of  raiment. 

To  be  better  informed  of  his  circumftances,  I  vi- 
fited  this  perfon  in  the  alms-houfe,  and  was  there  a 
witnefs  to  fuch  a  fcene  of  diftrcfs  as  I  had  never  till 
then  beheld.  A  forry  bed,  with'  fcarce  any  covering 
on  it,  two  or  three  old  trunks  and  boxes,  a  few  broken 
chairs,  and  an  old  table,  were  all  the  furniture  of  the 
room.  I  found  him  fmoking,  and,  while  I  was  talking 
with  him,  a  ragged  boy,  about  ten  years  of  age,  came 
in  from  the  garden,  and  upon  my  enquiring  who  he 
was,  the  old  man  faid-r-*  This  is  a  child  whom  a 

*  worthlefs  father  has  left  on  our  hands :  I  took  him 
^  to  keep  at  four  fhillings  a  week,  and  for  four  years 
5  maintenance  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than 

*  five  pounds  four  (hillings:    the  poor  child  is  an 

*  idiot,  he  cannot  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  is 
'  unable  to  count  five :  we  know  not  how  to  difpofe 

*  of  him>  and,  if  we  did,  we  could  hardly  prevail  on 

genius  and  worthy  highly  e  (teemed  him.  It  was  written  with  great 
temper,  in  a  fpirlt  of  charity,  and  with  a  due  acknowledgment  of 
thofe  great  talents  with  which  he  was  endowed,  but  contained  in  it 
feveral  home  truths.  In  fhort,  it  was  foch  a  letter  as  many  a  one 
on  the  receipt  of  it  would  have  deftroyed.  On  the  contrary, 
Johnfon  preferred  it,  and  placed  it  in  his  bureau,  in  a  fituation 
fo  obvious,  that,  whenever  he  opened  that  repoiicory  of  his  papers* 
it  might  look  him  in  the  face  $  and  I  liave  not  the  leaft  doubt, 
that  he  frequently  perufed  and  refteded  on  its  content9>  and  en- 
deavoured to  corredl  his  behaviour  by  an  addrefs  which  he  oould 
not  but  confide r  as  a  friendly  admonition* 

''  *  ourfclves 
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•  ourfelvcs  to  part  with  him ;  for  k  is  a  hamddsf 

•  loving  creature :  wc  divide  our  moHcl  with  him^ 

•  and  arc  juft  able  to  keep  him  from  ftarving.' 

Upon  enquiring  into  the  means  of  this  poor  man's 
fubliftence>  he  informed  me,  that  the  Endowment  of 
the  alms-houfes,  in  one  of  which  he  lived,  yielded 
him  an  allowance  of  half  a  crown  a  week,  and  half  i 
chaldron  of  coals  at  Chriftmas*  That  his  wife 
bought  milk  and  Ibid  it  again,  and  thereby  was 
able  to  get  abou.  a  fhiUing  a  day*  The  fdantinefs 
of  his  income,  he  faid>  had  obliged  him  and  his  wife 
to  (hidy  the  art  of  cheap  living,  and  he  felicitated 
himfelf  that  they  were  become  fuch  proficients  therein^ 
as  to'be  able  to  abftain  from  drinking,  except  at  their 
fupper  meal,  when,  as  he  faid^  they  each  indulged  in  a 
.pint  of  beer,  which  fuiHced  them  for  four  and  twenty 
hours.  He  told  me  all  this  in  a  tremulous  tone  of 
voice  that  indicated  a  mind  that  had  long  ftruggled 
with  affliftion,  but  without  the  leaft  murmur  at  his 
hard  fortune,  or  complaint  of  the  doftor's  negleft  of 
him :  in  fhort,  he  appeared  to  me  fuch  an  examplar 
of  meeknefs  and  patience  in  adverfity,  as  the  beft  of 
men,  in  fimilar  circumflances,  might  wilb  to  imi^ 
tate. 

Johnfon  had  alfo  a  firfl  coufin,  £li2abeth  Heme,  a 
lunatic,  whom,  upon,  her  difcharge  from  Bethlem  hof-* 
pical  as  incurable,  he  had  placed  in  a  ndad-houfe  at 
Bethnal  green.  A  lady  of  the  nanie  of  Prowfe,  had 
,  bequeathed  to  her  an  annuity  of  lOl.  and  Johnfbfl 
conftantly  paid  the  bills  for  her  keeping,  which, 
amounting  to  25I.  a  year,  made  him  a  benefador 
to  her  of  the  diiference  between  thofe  two  fuois. 

The 
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The  doftor,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  co  the  reverend 
Mr.  Rogers,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Mrsw 
Prowfej  lool.  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic  ^ 
but  he,  probably  confidering  that  the  intereft  of  that 
fum  would  fall  far  (hort  of  what  Johnfbn  had  been  ufed 
to  contribute,  and  that  the  burthen  of  fupporting  her 
would  lie  on  himfelf,  renounced  the  legacy.  Had  the 
dofbor  left  her,  for  her  life,  the  dividends  of  JpoL 
part  of  his  (lock,  (he  had  {u&zinc^tA^  lofs  at  his 
death :  as  the  matter  now  (lands,  I  mqft  apply  tho 
lOol.  for  her  maintenance,  and,  if  (he  lives  to  exhaulb 
it,  muft  feek  out  the  place  of  her  laft  legal  fettlement^ 
and  remit  her  to  the  care  of  a  pari(h  *. 

That  the  name  of  the  poor  m^  Heely  occurs  hoc 
in  the  will,  and  that  no  better  a  provifion  is  therein 
made  for  the  lunatic  Heme,  than  a  legacy  which, 
may  fail  to  fupport  her  through  life,  can  no  otherwi(c 
be  accounted  for,  th^n  by  the  doftor's  podponing 
that  lad  folemn  a£l  of  his  life,  and  his  making  a  dif- 
pofition  of  what  he  had  to  leave,  under  circumftances 
tha;  difabled  him  from  recollefling  either  their  rela- 

•  Of  the  craft  and  felfifhnefs  of  the  dolor's  negro -fen^ant,  th« 
following  is  a  notable  inftance.  At  the  time  of  his  mafter^s 
death,  Mrs.  Heme's  maintenance  was  about  30 1.  in  arrear.  I  was 
applied  to  for  the  money,  and  (hewed  the  bill  to  him,  upon  which 
he  immediately  went  to  the  mad-houfe,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail 
en  the  keeper  thereof  to  charge  it  on  the  legacy ;  but  he  refufed 
to  do  it,  faying,  that  the  lunatic  was  placed  there  by  Dr.  John^' 
ion,  and  that  it  was  a  debt  incurred  in  his  life-time,  and,  by  con* 
fequence,  was  payable  out  of  his  eiTe^ls.  When  this  would  not 
do,  this  artful  fellow  came  to  me,  and  pretended  (hat  he  could 
bring  a  woman  to  fwear  that  there  was  nothing  due  ;  and,  upon  my 
telling  him,  that  I  (hould,  notwithHanding,  pay  the  bill,  he  faid. 
he  faw  there  was  no  good  intended  for  him,  and  in  anger  left  me. 
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tion  to  him^  or  the  diftrelTes  they  feverally  laboured 
under.  Any  other  fuppoficion  would  be  injurious  to 
the  memory  of  a  man,  who,  by  his  private  memo- 
randa  in  my  poflTedion,  appears  to  have  applied  near  a 
fourth  p^  of  his  income  in  a^  of  benciicence« 

The  above  fadfcs  are  fo  connefted  with  the  tranfac<< 
tions  of  Dr.  Johnfon  in  the  latter  days  of  his  life,  that 
they  are  part  of  his  hiftory  i  and  the  mention  of  them 
may  fervc  as  a  caveat  againft  oilentatious  bounty^ 
favour  to  rttgroe§,  and  tcifemejitary  difpofmons  ^ 

•♦•It  will  affbrd  fome  fatisfaftion  to  the  compaflionatc  reader  to 
know>  that  the  means  of  benefiting  Heely,  and  fome  others  of  Dr« 
Johnibn's  relations,  whom  he  had  either  totally  negleded,  or  flightly 
noticed,  have  bc^n  found  out  and  rendered  pra^icablc  by  Mr« 
l,angton.  That  ^entle^an,  to  whom  the  dodor  had  given  iiis  ma^ 
nnfcript  Latin  poenis,  having  got  for  them  of  the  bookfellers  20 1, 
vidth  that  benignity  which  is  but  one  of  his  excellent  qualities,  ha4 
determine4  to  divide  the  fame  among  the  dodor's  relations.  And 
whereas  the  do£lor  died  indebted  to  the  eftate  of  the  late  Mr« 
3eaQc}erk,  in^  the  fum  of  jql.  lady  Diana  Beauclerk^  h|s  rcli^ 
and  ^x^cutrix,  upoi^  the  receipt  thereof,  an4  being  informed  of 
Mr.  Langton's  intention,  in  a  fpirit  of  true  benevolence  requeiled« 
that  (he  might  be  pern^ittpd  to  add  that  (vm  tp  the  farmer,  aid^ 
accordingly,  depoiitod  it  in  his-  hands.  Part  of  this  money  has 
l^een  applied  in  relieving  the  wants  of  Heely  aQ4  hut  wife,  and  the 
reft  wil)  be  difpofed  of  an^ong  thofe  relations  that  ihall  appear  to 
f(and  mo(l  in  need  of  help ;  and,  as  a  farther  relief  to  Heely,  an4 
for  the  benefit  of  the  idiotrboy,  meafures  are  taking  to  compel 
^be  father  to  maintain  him,  and  evei\tually  to  fettle  him  wiil^ 
the  parifh,  upon  which  he  has  ultim4tcly  a  lcg4l  clain^  for  relief 
aiid  maiii^en^cet 
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—  his  charaAer  as  a  fpeaker  —  —  —  121 

—  pretends  to  patronize  Johnfon's  Dictionary         —       —  175 

—  his  interview  with  Johnfon  —  —  —  176 
•^  furvey  of  his  charader              —                 —  —  177 

—  ftory  of  his  attempt  on  a  married  lady  of  quality        —  i&o 

—  the  immoral  tendency  of  his  letters  to  his  fon  examined     181 

—  his  letters  contraftcd  with  a  letter  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney's 

to  his  fon  Philip  —  .  —  —  185 

—  Johnfon's  charadler  of  him  —  —  —  189 

—  his  defcription  of  Johnfon  —  —  — r  190 
Chriftian,  ft  Complete  one  defined,  by  Howell  —  .  —  542 
Clarke,  Dr,  Samuel,  his  definition  of  virtue  *—  —  2^4 
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Columns,  the  proportions  of  —  —  375 
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•—  is  bani(hed  thecities  of  Turin  and  Bruiftls  —  —  itid. 
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Cricht^n,  James,  fumamed  the  Admirable,  account  of  him  and 

hisexploiti  .      —  i.^  —  294 

Croufiiti,  charadler  of  him  and  his  writings        -«  -—65 
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—  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  —  —  —  /^Sj 
Fai/e  Alarm,  account  of  that  pamphlet  —  —  yoi 
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—  Johnfon  continues  the  debated  to  the  end  of  1745        —  \3« 
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—  review  of  books/  by  Owen  Ruffhead,    contmuei  by 
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/i&r,  the  paper  fo  called,  origin  and  progrefs  of  —  —  3^3 
Infamtj,  Johnfon's  dread  of  —  — :  ^-  37^ 

J^bnfin,  Micbad,  {father  of  Dr.  Samuel)  infcnbei  nftonc 

in  memory  of  a  yoong  woman  who  died  for  love  ofhim      4 
Jobnfim,  Dr.  Samud,  his  general  charader  -*  —       ■ 

T-  born  at  Lichfield,  September  7,  1709  -^         —      $ 
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•-  indined  to  the  praftice  of  the  civil  or  common  law,  but 

prevented  by  his  ftdier's  inability  to  fupport  ham  » 

l^rourfepfftady  -^         -  -      ^f 
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—  l6fes  his  father                 —                    —  —     2® 

—  ufher  at  Markct-Bo(worth  free-fchool              —  —  »W. 
— •  reiides  at  Birmingham,  where  he  tranilates  Lobo's  voyage 
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—  rcfolvcs  to  become  a  writer  for  the  bookfellers  —     27 

—  his  firll  letter  to  Cave  —  —  —     28 
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—  offers  himfelf  as  uflier  to  a  fchool  at  Brercwood,  Stailbrd- 

Ihire,  but  rejefted  —  —  —     32 

—  marries  the  rclift  of  Mr.  Porter,  a  mercer  at  Birmingham     33 
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—  leaves  Lichfield,  and  comes  to  town  with  Garrick        —     38 
7--  writes  his  tragedy  of  Irene        —         —    '         .^    ^o 

—  ftory  of  the  tragedy        —  —  —  ""4' 
i^  his  letter  to  Cave,  propofing  a  tranflation  of  Father  Paul's 

-  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent          -7-  -^44 

«*-  becomes  acquainted  with  Savage                •— •  '■^    S* 
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•— letter  to  Cave  on  the  tranflation                77-  .—    66 

«—  publiflies  the  Marmor  Norfolcienfe                — -  —    70 
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—  warrant  ifiTued  to  apprehend  the  author         ^  —     72 
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—  his  political  prejudices                 —            —  —-80 
«— -  catalogue  of  publications  projected  by  him        -^        ^^^    gf 

—  his  ^notion  of  the  motives  to  writing        —  ^3^ 

—  wrote  fermons  for  clergymen                        —  —  glid^ 
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—  his  parting  from  Savage  .—            —             _  i^//. 
*  his. opinioa  of  tavern^  ~             --.               '—    ^7 
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Pace* 
^ohnfin^  Dr.  Samueh  Teparates  from  hk  wife>  but  they  are 

foon  reconciled     —  — •  —  —    8^ 

—  undertakes  a  biographical  article  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 

gazine               —                  —                —  — /^/V, 
— -  ode  to  Urban,  Latin  and  Engliih                —  —90 
•^  begins  to  write  the  parliamentary  fpeeches  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine              —              —  —.97 

—  his  hatred  of  deceit            —                 —  _  123- 

—  the  various  fpeeches  charadlerized                —  -^  1 28 

—  afiifts  in  making  the  catalogue  of  Lord  Oxford's  books  —  133 

—  writes  the  preface  to  the  catalogue  —  -—1^5 
-—  employed  in  feledling  pieces  for  the  Harleian  Mlfcellany    146 

—  copy  of  the  propofals                —              — .  — .  /^iV. 

—  ftory  of  his  knocking  down  Ofborne               —  -—150 

—  writes  the  life  of  Savage                     —  —  15* 

—  remarks  on  that  work                  —            —  "^  'S3 

—  the  author's  intention  in  writing  it  —  i.-  iji^ 
-^  commendation  of  the  work  by  Henry  Fielding  —1^5 

—  his  courfe  of  ftudy  at  the  univeriity,  defultory    —  <—  i6j 

—  his  religious  chara^ler                —                —  —  162 

—  extradl  from  his  Annales              —            —  —  163 

—  his  moral  charadler                 —                —  —  164 

—  his  ceconomical  charader            —               —  ^^  i^^ 

—  proje^s  a  new  edition  of  Shakefpeare        —  ...  167 

—  engages  in  his  Dictionary  —  —  -♦  170 
^- his  method  of  compiling  it            —            —  —  175 

—  Lord  Cheilerfield  pretends  to  patronize  this  work  —  ihid. 

—  his  interview  with  his  iordfhip            —          —  ...  175 

—  his  character  of  Lord  Chefterfield  —  —  i^ 
-—  defcribed  by  Lord  Chefteriield                          «^  —  1 90 

—  writes  the  prologue  on   Garrick's  hr^  opening  Drury 

Lane  Theatre  —  —  —  —  194 

~  the  prologue  —  —  —  — *  196 

—  brings  his  tragedy  of  Irene  on  the  fUge  •—         •»  i^^ 

—  character  of  that  play  _  —  ^-  200 
— *  publifhes  a  uanflation  of  the  xth  Satire  of  Juvenal  — •  201 
^  ailiils  the  grand-daughter  of  Milton,  and  de  Groot  a  de. 

fcendant  of  Grotius  —  _  «^  205 

•—  efUbliihes  a  Club  in  Ivy-lane        —  —  .-.219 

•—  the  names  and  characters  of  the  members  — «  •—  220 
— >  further  account  of  the  Ivy-lane  Club  —  —  250 

—  a  friend  to  the  clergy  in  general,  yet  frequently  rough  to 

individuals  —  —  —  —  251 

—  his  talent  of  humour  —  —  ^-258 

—  undertakes  theKambler  —  -*-  .»«  259 
m^  pi^^y^f  compofed  by  him  upon  that  occafioa      —        — -  20c 
•—  fpecimens  of  his  Adverilria               —            — .         _  266  • 
m^  lus  fentimcnts  of  writers  for  hire           «..,»..  26S 
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Fa61« 

Jobnfin,  Dfu  Samah  owed  his  excellence  as  a  writer  to  the 

divines  and  others  of  the  laft  century  ^-  -^271 

—  his  talent  for  criticifm  —  i^  ^-  J74 

—  his  hatred  of  Milton  —  —  —  _  275 
.•-*  his  melancholy  turn  of  mind  •—  —  2^7 
<-»  concludes  the  Rambler  abruptly               *-  —  289 

—  wrote  the  Adventurers  fign«d  T  —  -*  293 

—  loTethUwife  •—  *—  ""3*3 
^—  chara£ler  of  her  — •  —  ^-  tiid. 
■f-  epitaph  on  her                  •*•                    **•  *—  3'5 

—  becomes  melancholy  on  her  death  —  •—316 

—  his  notion  of  the  ftate  of  departed  fpiiits^  —  —  317 
•«  his  infenfibiiity  to  the  beauties  of  painting,  and  the  de- 

lights  of  mufic                —  ■                  -^  3*^*319 

-«-  his  mendihip  for  Aaaa  Williams                •--  -~  321 

•p-  his  ilovenly  dreft            -^            —            —  •*  3*7 

-x-  Mr.  Dodington  feeks  his  friendibip              ''^  *~  3^ 

'f^  prudently  declines  it                •»-                ^-  •^  t^o 

•— completes  his  Didionary                      *—  ^^itid. 

*^  his  arch  reply  to  Andrew  Millar  -^  —  141 
«—  obtains  from  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  the  degree  of  A.  M.  ihid. 

T-  his  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  thereon  —  34a 
^—  note  of  fcveral  things  written  by  him  in  the  Gentleman's 

Magazine,  and  other  periodical  publications  "~  35^ 

^99*  account  of  his  controveify  with  Jonas  Hanway  **  351 

^-  his  behaviour  at  meals               •—               <w^  *^  354 

^—  Ivy-lane  Club  broke  up                 «»•           .^  .^  «6o 

—  undertakes  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare          «>•  -^  ibidn 

—  publifhes  the  Idler  .  ~  ■*•  "^  3^ 
x~  ;is  offered  a  valuable  living,  hut  objefls  to  taking  onkn  3^ 
«-~  his  fentiments  r^fpe^ng  die  clergy  •—  •—>  36c 
---  k)fes  his  mother  -^  .—  ^»  itiJ, 
««  writes  an  Idler  on  her  death  -^  — -  366 
«*  obfervatioQs  on  Rafielas  •«.  -*  —  367 
-^  engages  in  a  controveriy  on  the  ftrength  of  arches  ^*  37^ 
v^  concludes  the  Idler  -—  —  *~~  379 
^—  the  Idler  chara^rized  ••-*  •«»  «^  ^80 
^-  his  facility  in  compofition  —  «»  -^  3&1 
T-r>  his  reflefUons  on  a  pudding  «.  .^  .^  jgf 
•«  his  talent  of  burlefque  veriificatkm  w  •*  389 
•p-  his  favourable  fentiments  of  women  —  —  390 
V-  various  prefaces  and  dedications  written  by  him  -^  391 

—  -a  penfion  fettled  on  him  by  his  prefent  maj^fty  -—  39^ 

—  a  dabbler  in  phyfic  •*•  — .  .  -—  393 
^re  takes  SiObert  Levett,  a  praiftifer  of  phyiic,  into  bis  hoafe  39% 
•—  patronizes  a  dancing-mailer  -^  ..  .,r»  404 
V*  a  lover  of  penitents  and  fuch  as  made  ptofefflons*  of 

piety  —  .  -w^  -^  _  406 

^  aa  admirer  of  well-bred  mea         ^^,  .^^  —  407 
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J^kmfin,  Dr.  S^Mfl,  the  ift^rtttittide  of  kis  depCBcboitt  «^  408 
«—  exercifes  himielf  in  chemical  pjoceffu  «-         «^  4x4 

...  eM)lifl^i  a  weekly  dab  at  the  Turk's  Head,  Oenurd-ibett  415 
*—  —  account  of  the  members        —  —        416  i^/ejf. 

•p—  objeds  to  admitting  Garrick  a  member  thereof  —  ^5 

—  his  fnendfli4>  with  Garrick  not  cordial  «—        -^ikd^ 

—  becomes  indolent  and  torpid  —  *—  — .  435 
«—  affiAs  in  dete^g  the  impofture  of  the  Code-lane  Gboft  45S 
«»  adventure  on  the  ftage  at  Lichfield  *—  ««*  439 
»-  publiflies  Shakefpeare                    »«.—  ««  441 

-^^^^  ci«ated  LL.D.  by  the  nniverfity  of  Dublin  «--•  44; 

*—  extra^b  from  his  Diary  of  Good  Refidutiont  —  —  447 
•r-  the  publication  of  his  prayers  defended  .  •^  •*•  45-1 
«—  commencement  of  his  friendfliip  with  Mr.  Thraio      «—  454 

—  is  honoured  by  the  king  with  a  converfaooa  "  —  —  459 
«—  appointed  jprofeflbr  of  ancient  literatnre  to  the  academy 

of  painUng,  &c.  —  — *  — .  464 

^  publi&es  his  firftpoUucal  pamphlet,  <<TheFalfeAkm'»  UkL 

>^  publiflies  his  pamphlet  of  "  Falkland's  Iflandi"         —  464. 

-^  his  general  knowledge  —  ,  r*     .  *~  4^ 

<*-  took  great  pleafure  in  appofing  or  examining  children  —  4M 

—  his  epitaph  on  Mrs.  Bdl  —  -i-  .^  Ajm 
•—  his  journey  to  the  Hebrides  — .  •i^  —  ilid^ 
.—  his  opinion  of  the  poems  of  Offian  -^  —  48t 
1^  his  indignant  anfwer  to  Macpherfon's  letter    .  —  491 

—  his  oak  ftaifdefcribed  —  —  —  iiidm 
•*  publiflies  a  new  edition  of  Shakefpeare  in  oonjanAioB  with 

Mr.  Steevens  —  —       —  ^190 

~  publiflies «« The  Patriot''  -^  —  •^i  iiuL 

•-•  publiflies  •♦  Taxation  no  Tyranny"  —  —  494 

*T-  his  thoughts  on  the  conflitution  —         —       —  505 

--•  Mr.  Thrale  purpofes  to  bring  him  intb  parliament      «-^  5i« 

—  is  fonred  at  being  difappdnted         —  —         "^  5^5 

—  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  5 14 
— -  created  LL.  D.  bv  the  untverfity  of  Oxford       —        —  S^^i 

—  «oes  to  Paris  with  Mr.  Thrale  and  a  party  —  — >  5  li 
«i—  his  readinefs  to  aifift  in  wilting  prefaces,  prologues,  tec. 

for  authors             .—              —              —  —.  517 

»—  his  prologue  to  "  A  Word  to  the  Wife  "         —  -^51* 

^  the  petiuon  which  he  wrote  for  Dr.  Dodd  to  the  fiii^* 

to  obtain  pardon           —.        — .           «i^  ^tm  524 

— Mrs.  Dodd's  to  the  Queen          -^  —  Sa< 

•^  motives  urged  by  him  in  favour  of  Dodd         *—  ^—  517 

-,-  writes  "  The  Conria's  Addrcfs"                ^  —  5*f 

^^  writes  the  '♦  Lives  of  the  Poets"            — .        —  —  53* 

^-  his  Lives  of  the  Poets  confldered          ^^         -^  ""535 

—  charader  as  a  poet  .  —  —  —  •*-  50 
*-  meditates  a  tranOation  of  Thuanns  —  —  539 
ti»  begins  to  cont^mpHte  his  dUTolatioil            «-<»  *"-  94^ 
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y^hnjbn.  Dr.  Samuel,  the  books  of  divinity  which  he  confulted  540 
— -  is- terrified  at  the  profpefl  of  death  —  —  54 j 

^—  is  left  executor  to  Mr.  Thrale,  but  is  aukward  in  the  dif- 

charge  of  his  office    •    '        —  —  —  549 

^-  hid -epitaph  on  Mr.  Thralc  —  —  — .  ^^o 

—  his  friendfhip  with  the  Thrale  family  diflblved  — -  c^z 

—  visits  Lichiteld  and  Oxford  —  —  •— /^//. 

—  becomes  very  iiiBrm  ^-     •  — -  —  5^  j 

—  his  account  of  the  death  of  Levett  —  —  i^/V. 

—  Aanzas  by  him  on  that  event  —  —  _  ^^4 

—  hftsa  iboke  of  the  palfy,  June  16, 1783       •     —  556 

—  his  prayer  for  the  recovery  of  Mrs.  Williams  —  —  558 
«—  hisxiifagreeable  habits  —  —  .-.  560 
-—  his  apprehcnfions  of  and  preparation  for  death          563,  564 

—  after  an  exercife  of  prayer  is  wondcrfiilly  relieved  from 

the  dropfy^  under  which  he  had  for  ibme  time  laboured  565- 

—  eftablifhes  an  alehoufe-club  in  EfTex-ilreet         —        —  566 

—  labours  to  prevent  the  fecond  marriage  of  Mrs.  Thrale  —  568 
«-  his  letter  to  the  lord  chancellor;  declining  an  offer  of  his 

pecuniary  affiflancc  —  —  —  571 

—  vifiu  Aihboum  —  —  —  —  574 
•i—  tranflation  of  an  ode  of  Horace  whilft  there        —      •—  /^/V. 

—  in  his  return  to  town  vifits  Lichfield  -^  ""  575 

—  makes  his  will  with  feveral  blanks  in  it  — >  ...  ^76 
-—  begins  an  JEgxi  Ephemeris,  and  prepares  for  hi&  difiblu- 

tion  —  —  —  —  577 

—  his  memorial  of  his  deceafed  parents  and  brother  —  1 W. 
«—  tranflates  fome  epigrams  from  the  Greek  Anthologia  into 

Latin  .—  _  —  — .^  ^78 

-^  his  prayer  at  the  laft  time  of  his  receiving  the  facrament  584 

—  makes  another  will  and  codicil  —  — «        ""*  5^5 

—  dies  December  13,  1784  —  —  —  587 
•^  refleftions  on  his  death  —  —  ....  ^g^ 
-^  report  on  opening  his  body            —            —  —  590 

—  account  of  his  funeral  in  Wefhninfter  Abbey  —  — -  tit  J, 
^*- copy  of  his  will  and  codicil  —  —  —591 

—  account  of  fome  of  his  relations  not  mentioned  in  his  will  5^ 
yendani'  tutor  to  Johnfon,  but  greatly  contemned  by  him  9 
Irene,  the  ilory  of        *       — ^            —              —             —     41 

—  three  tragedies  founded  upon  it  —  —  —  4^ 
yavenal.  Satire  iii.  account  of  Johnibn's  tranflation  of       —     56 

—  Johnfon    fells    the    copy   of  the  imitation  thereof  to 

Dodfley*  r—  —  —  —    6o- 

-—  Satire  x.  tranflated  by  Johnfon  .^         -^        -—  20^ 

K. 

Kelly ^  Hugh,  memoirs  of                 —  -*-              -—518 

-^  Johnfon's  prologue  to  his  comedy,  **  A  Word  to  the 

►     Wife''                       --  ^                   —iiiJ.^ 

3  i^ici^ 
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Ketiricky  Dr.  Ubels  Joh&fon  and  Akenfide         —  —  346 

Kent,  (the  architeft)  —  -^  ,^  —  37| 

KiUa,  St.  (iiland  of)  account  of  the  inhabitants*  &c«  «-*  470 
rr-  account  of  the  voyage  of  an  inhabitant  of,  to  Glafgow  477 
JCing*S'E*vilt  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Touch  for  the  cure  of  it  —      ^ 

L. 
hacy,  Mr,  joins  Garrick  in  the  purchafe  of  Drury*Lane 

Theatre            —          -^            —            —  —  ^91 

Lauder,  William,  his  hatred  of  Milton               —  —  275 

f—  hi£  falfe  charges  of  plagiarifm  on  Milton  detedled  -«-  276 

y—  extrads  from  his  xonceifion             ,— .            —.  ^-  ^jj 

«—  his  conceflion  retradled  by  his  future  condudl    — -  *     •»  281 

—  goes  to  Barbadoes,  and  dies  — .  _  —  284 
f^aiv,  the  concurrence  of  <;ircumilances  necelTary  to  enfure 

fuccefs  in  a  law-fuit  -?-  —  "^  S^J 

: — the  ufe  of  precedents  in  —  •^  "^53* 

La'wrence,  Dr.  anecdotes  of  -^  — •-  —  40* 

Learned  men,  inflances  of  their  being  taken  into  tbe  fafni- 

lic«  of  the  great  -—  --  _  45  j 

Legijlation,  Hooker's  fentiments  of  —        —  —    8j 

Lenox,  Mrs,  account  of  a  no^urnal  feilivity  on  the  publica- 
tion of  her  life  of  Harriot  Stuart  -T-  —28$ 
Le'vett,  Robert,  his  hiftory  and  charadler            —             —  39$ 
r—  account  of  his  death                —                —  "^  554- 

—  Hanzas  by  Johnfon  on  his  death  —  _  _  i^yy. 
Literary  property,  the  decifion  on  thequeftion  of  —  ""-531 
Liturgy  of  Edward  VI,  accountof  the  controverfyrefpe£lingit  45Q 
l^obo,  fadre  Jerome,  his  Voyage  to  Abiffinia*  tranflated  by 

Johnfon  —  —  —    21 

—  account  of  that  work  —  —  —  21 
London  Magazane,  conteft  between  it  and  the  Gentleman's 

lyiagaaine  —  —?  •—  ""   .91 

M. 

Macbeth,  Tragedy  of^  a  pafTage  therein  illuflrated  by  a  rela- 
tion of  an  affray  on  the  Thames  — -  -—  443 
Madden,  Dr,   fubmits   a  publication  of  his>   to   Johnfon's 

correflion  —  -^  —  ^~  SpK 

M'Ghie,  Dr.  William,  memoirs  of  —  —  232 

Magliabechi,  Antonio,  his  method  of  reading  Amilar  to  Johnibn's  1 6 
Mandeville,  Dr.  Bernard,  Siccount  of  him  —  —263 

—  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Addifon»  after  a  converfation  withlum  264 
il/<7tfff#rj,  the  refinement  in>  within  forty  years  •*-  —261 
Manners,  ftate  of,  when  the  Rambler  was  publifhed  —  tbiJ^ 
ManufaBures  of  this  country  prote^ed  by  general  warrants  508 
jlfarmtfr  iVtff/b/r/Vx^,  account  of  tliat  publication  —  *—  71 
«—  warrants  ifTued  ^gainft  the  author  —  —  —  72 
hiartin^  (author  (f  Uie  Hifiory  of  the  lisbrides)  account  of  472 

MaittairfM 
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tUUiain,  fSUhtuh  writes  the  iedicadon  to  tke  Catatet^ic  ^ 

Lord  Oxford's  bodes              —               —  ~  *  ^ 

ai^fli/,/>r.  anecdotes  of  him              --           —  —  *3^ 

~  his  rencounter  with  Dr.  Woodward             —  —  *45 

iiilcmbt.  Lord.     Sec  Dcdinpen.  ,,, 

;i#«7/«r,  il»^rw,  Johnfon's  arch  reply  to      ^     —  —341 

JW/fo»,  John,  attacked  by  Lander  as  a  plagianft  •*-  275 

—  defended  by  Pr.  Douglas  —  ~  —  27<^ 
^—  cxiradts  from  Lauder's  conceffioos                  —  "^  *77 

—  again  attacked  by  Lauder  —  —  —  «»i 
MfiJiSi  of  St,  Ifidort,  account  of  ^  ~  "^  '  ^2 
ilfo«r/,  /«/,  charaaer  of  that  work           -^        ~  —  22O 

N. 

Jfrvohery,  Mr.  engages  Johnfcn  to  writt  the  Idler  —  3^ 

Jfowjham,  the  engine-maker,  a  ftory  of  him  —       —    93 

/r/V^<?/Zf2>r.fr/i»i,afayingofhis   ^^    —  —        -^407 

fiortbumberland  HouJhoU-Book,  extraft  from  —          —  35« 

Ko^'WriUng,  origin  and  progrds  of  —              —  "S 

;^««/^/>r.  chaxaftcrofbim            —  —             ^  4»<» 

O. 

tHdyi.Wm.  account  of  htm    ^  ^  ^  —    ,       ~  —  »3} 

Oi«r«^,  Tifr*^.  purchafes  Lord  Oxford's  bodes,  and  employs 

Oldys  and  Johnfon  in  making  the  catalogue  of  them      1 3* 

—  fpecimen  of  the  catalogue  -^  —  —  "34 
•—  character  of  him           .«.•-•*——  149 

—  ftory  of  Johnlbn's  knocking  him  down  with  a  folio  *-  150 
OIRan^  Johnfon's  opinion  of  the  poems  of  —  —  4** 
X>xfori,  Urd,  his  library^    See  OJboriu, 

P- 

jh^trtot  defcribed  —  ~  -*•  -^49* 

—  negatively  defcribed  —  —  „.  *"  4^^ 
PimbrokiaHdMontiomery,PbilipBarlof,zinxiZtdMZ&tt     13c 

A«,,  Wmam,  ftory  of  him  —         ^   JI  .j_     "TI  ^^ 

t^tntuattyMr.  commendation  of  his  tour  to  the  Hebrides,  and 

of  the  concluding  paragraph  thereof      —      —  474*  4^7 
Periodical  Moral  'Effort,  thdr  utility      _^     —  _   .  —  »W> 

fhyfidauSf  numerous  inftances  of  the  faainre  of  their  endear- 
vours  to  acquire  praftice,  with  refleffions  thcreon«    235  otfeq, 
t  mm  the  coUogi  efy  atucked  by  Dr.  Schomberg       —       —  241 
fllrrimages,  obfervations  on  '^        .    T*"  "Z  ^^ 

fiit,  Mr.  Ids  (pecch  in  anfwer  to  Mr,  Waipoic's,  on  ii  Ml 

for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  -«•  —  1x0 

folkicdl  $iate  of  Great  Sriiain,  ftiort  atcount  Of  that  work  29 
ft^e,  Mr.  his  opinion  of  Jdhnfon*s  tranflation  of  the  Mcf- 

fiah  into  Latin  ""      . '  ""  **  .Jll 

—  bis  caadoigr  t»  young  men  of  geoioi         —^  —  >*«. 
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Popt^  his  BiTay  on  Maiij  compofed  from  the  diftamenof  Lbrd 

BoUogbroke  —  .      *^         '  *^    ^ 

•*-  not  converfaat  with  the  ancient  writeri  on  morality     — /j/dS^ 

—  CQOunencement  of  his  acquaintance  with  Warbuitoa  •—  69 
"*»  an  inftanceof  his  afFeded  contempt  of  calumny  *  .«—  347 
PreceduUs  in  Latju,  their  ufe  — »  ^-^  ***  511 
Prifoturs^  the  tendemefs  with  which  they  are  treated  — *  521. 
Prologuay  their  defiga  —  —  "^194 
Prologutt    by  Johnloni    for  the   opening  of  Dmry  Lane 

Theatre  by  Garrick  —  —  -  —  196 

•*»  ac  the  performance  of  Kelly's  play  for  the  benefit  of  his 

family  "^  .    *^  "^  "*  5J* 

Pfofbtdu,  forged  to  ferve  political  purpoTes        «—  -i.    70 

Proftitution  in  authors  y  what  «-«  .^  -i«     8t 

P/almaHaaKOr,  George,  account  of  him  •*-  —  546 

Pudding,  extempore  refledion  on  a        -*  -*  -—38ft 

Puritans,  Johnfon's  opink>n  of  -—  «—  "^^  $4^ 

i^uakcr,  anecdote  of  a  female  one»  who  kept  a  houft  of  lewd 

rcfort  —  —  —  -^73 

Sluin,  flory  of  him  and  Dr.  Thomplbn  —  *"  33^ 

R. 
ttatph,  Mf".  J  amis  ^  account  of  him        — -  «-^    i5l»  }3# 

.  Ranihler,  prayer  compofed  by  JohnfoUj  when  he  firft  under- 
took it  —  —T  —  —  2({ 
*^  ipecimen  of  hints  from  which  he  compofed  fandry  of  the 

papers  —  —  —  —  266 

—  all  except  four  written  by  himfelf  —  —  27 1 

—  tranflated  into  the  Ruflian  lansnagc  —  •—  ay^ 
Raffelas,  Johnfon  fold  the  copy  ol  it»  in  order  to  fupport  Ua 

mother  in  her  laflillnefs                     —  «-*  366 

—  examen  of  that  work  —  —  —  36^ 
Reiigiiiu  £xerqfii,  thoughts  on  — *  ^i^  .^  j4j- 
RemembranciTf  a  political  paper  written  by  Ralph  .^330 
Rich,  Mr.  an  elegant  com}>Ument  of  his  to  Mr.  Garrick  <—  432 
i2£ri^ari^/r,  particulars  of  him  — »  *-  — ^  »i6 
««-  compared  with  Tohniba  —  —  **  3^ 
kiskrt  ihiRfv.  Jf^iflimm,  a  writer  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gazine               —              —              — .  —    4t 

ItiJtif^,  Sir  T^(mas%  is  fent  by  lord  OiefterfieM  to  Johnfon 

withjoffen of  fHeadihip>  which  ate  rejeded.  Anecdotes        y 
•        of  him  —  —  •-•191 

ii^manet^ijmtit^,  modern,  the  origin  and  progrefo  of  -^213 
Rtfi  Cln6  _  ..  .^  •«,  2f^ 

Rsijfhuui,  Ovm,  undertakes  |he  Review  of  books  in  the 

Gentleman's  Magaaine  «*  *^  i5# 
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Salter,  Dr.  Samuel,  chara6^cr  of  him  —  —  220 

Sa'vage;  Richard,  (ketch  of  his  chara6lef  —  —     jf 

^-  hh  parting  from  Johnfon        —  —  —    86 

—  Johnfon  writes  his  life         .       ~  "*  —  IJ2 

—  the  author's  intention  in  writing  it  —  _  i^r 

—  Henry  Fielding's  commendation  of  it  —  .i^.  1^5 
Saunders,  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  hiftory  of  his  Origin  and  rife  14 
Schomherg,  Dr.  Meyer,  his  hiflory  — -  —239 
Scbeoi'InJhuSion,  Dr.  Johnfon's  plan  for  *-  _  ^7 
Seeker,  Arehbijbop  of  Canterbury,  anecdotes  of  him  —  — -  24  J 
Seltufin,  Mr.  ftory  of  a  perfon  under  fentence  of  death  apply- 
ing to  him  to  obtain  a  pardon        —        —  —  525 

Sentimental  nvriters,  characterized  —             .1.  218 

^i^<^/^irr>',  Lo/v/,  his  definition  of  virtue  —                ,^2^^ 

—  a  fufpedled  infidel  —  —  ....  254 
Shake/peare,  his  knowledge  of  the  human  mind  illaftrated, 

by  a  relation  of  an  affray  on  the  Thames  —  443 

.*-  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  various  editors  of  his  works  168 
Sbiells,  Mr.  account  of  him»  and  his  lives  of  the  poets» 

publiihed  under  the  name  of  Gibber        —  —  204 

Shippetr,  ff^iiliam,  2.necdote  of  him  — ^  ■"  5'J 

Sidney,  Sir  Henry,  his  letter  to  his  fon  Philip         —  -*  185 

Smalridge,  Dr.  hb  readinefs  to  vifit  the  fick  —  —  365 

Smith,  Mr,  John,  a  writer  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  48 

Smollet,  Dr.  Tobias,  account  of  him  and  his  works  -—21$ 

Southwell,  Mr.  Edmund,  anecdotes  of  him      —  *-  405 

Spelman^s  Glojfary,  account  of  that  work  .  — -  i.^.  1 36 

Spirituous  Liquors,  feven  millions  of  gallons  diftilled  yearly 

in  England  about  the  year  1740  —  —  121 

Sterne,  Laurence,  account  of  him  and  his  writings  —  218 

Strutt,  the  attorney,  an  infidel^  and  a  writer  in  the  Craftf- 

man  —  —  —  •—         .  —  jj2 

^wffJFjff-OjJiV/,  the  origin*  of  the        — •  —  —    jo 

Symmetry,  obfervations  oa  —  —  ~  376 

T. 

Taverns,  Dr.  John(bn*s  love  of^  and  reafons  for  it  —    Sf 

—  their  antiquity  and  hiftory  — .  .1.  ...  1^^ 
Taylor,  (the  Water  Poet)  account  of  him  and  his  works  — -  14I 
Taxation  no  Tyranny,  account  of  that  pamphlet  —  —  494 
Tea,  controverfy  between  Jonas  Han  way  and  Dr.  Johnftm  on  3JI 
*—  breakfails  of  pcrfons  of  quality  before  the  iatrodu^tioii 

f         of  it  —  _  —  —  .    «  j^2 

Thompfon,  Dr.  account  of  him  — -     .  —         -w  j^^ 

'  •-  ikuy  of  Quin  and  him  «.  »».  »^  j^g 

Thrale,  Mr.  dies,  and  leaves  Johnfen  one  of  hia  cxecvtors  «—  547 
*•  ]m  epitaph,  writ^ft  by  Johnfon  >         — .       .^        —  550 
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Thurlow,  Lord  Chamellorf  his  generous  offer  to  Johnlbn  of  a 
fum  to  enable  him  to  travel  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health  ^—  —  —  —  57J 

U.    V. 

Univerfal  Vifitor^  account  of  the  writers  of  the      —  —  351 

Urqubartj  Sir  nomas,  account  of  him             —  -—  299 

Fanbrugb  (the  architcdl)                   —               —  —  373 

Firtue,  the  opinions  of  Lord  Shafceibury,  Dr.  Clarke^  and 

Mr.  Wollailon^  on                —              —  '""253 


W. 
Walpole,  Mr.  Horatio,  his  fpeeoh  on  a  bill  for  the  encourage- 
ment of feamen  -—  —  •  _  ij^ 
WalpoUt  Sir  Robert,  his  condudl  as  a  minifter  —  —  130 
— -  on  his  death-bed,  predicted  the  rebellion  of  1745  -"-131 
-—  characterized  —  —  .  —  -»  ^14 
Walmjley,  Ah\  Gilbert,  his  charader  —  —  —  34 
— «  his  letter  to  Mr.  Colfon,  in  favour  of  Johnfon  and  Gar* 

rick  —  —  —  —    39 

Warburton,  Bijhop  ofGloucefter,  his  rife  —  ..     6S 

-—  commencement  of  his  acquaintance  mth  Pope  — -    69 

Watchmaking,  the  decline  of  that  buiinefs  —  -—510 

Watkins,  Mr.  many  of  his  pupils  writers  in  the  Gentleman's 

Magazine  —  —  —  —    4^ 

Webb,  Mr.  Fofter,  a  writer  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  ibid^ 
Whitehead,  Paul,  anecdotes  of  him        —  —        —  330 

Williams,  J/tna,  her  hxfiory  —  — -  —321 

—  prayer  for  her  by  Johnibn  in  herillnefs  —        .^  ^^g 

—  dies  —  "■  .  .  "^  — /^V. 
Williams,  Zachariah,  her  father,  his  hiflory  —  ...  321 
Wills,  the  imprudence  of  deferring  the  making  of  them  to  the 

lafl  hours  of  life,  exemplified  in  Dr.  Johnfon  —  602 

Wil/on,  Dr,  a  phyfician  and  a  humorifl,  account  of  him  -^433 
Wit  by  profeffion,  charaderized  —  —        ..^  ^^j 

/Ttf/Aar/^oxr,  his  definition  of  Virtue        — -  — ^  ~~  253 

Woodward,  Dr.  his  rencounter  with  Dr.  Mead         -*      ^->  343 

y. 

JToung,  Dr.  Edwurd,  a  client  of  Lord  Melcombe  **  3^9 
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Page  I34>  line  4,  for  rtdfinect  read  razfimii. 
•*—  183,  line  28»  for  Metnor,  read  Mentu: 
— —  245,  in  the  note^  for  thiwaf  Ua^ngfrom  tbt 

€§urt,  read  le£uling  Jrom  Broad ftrtfi* 
•»..  247  >  line  antepenult.  ^Kxtfrocwrt^  read  •fproatrini* 
—^  274,  line  21  >  for  ixamplars,  read  txtmflars. 
■  I        4069  line  49  for  ^r,  read  ^. 
^— .  4869  line  20»  for  Tb^mpfon^  read  Thomfkm* 
»— «  6oo>  line  2ti  ibr  ixampUar  read  ixemfUur. 
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